EFRAIM KARSH

Contact: efraim.karsh@kcl.ac.uk; etka48@gmail.com

PRESENT POSITIONS

Professor of Middle East and Mediterranean Studies, King’s College London, since
1996. Personal website

Professor of Political Studies, Bar-1lan University, since 2013

Senior Research Associate, Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies, Bar-llan
University, since 2013

Principal Research Fellow, Middle East Forum, Philadelphia, since 2013

PREVIOUS POSITIONS

Director, Middle East Forum, Philadelphia, 2011-12

Founding Director, Middle East & Mediterranean Studies Program, King’s College
London, 1994-2010: Offers research and teaching on the history, politics, economics
and international relations of the Middle East and Mediterranean at postgraduate
level. Currently includes 9 fulltime members of staff, 6 visiting fellows, and over 120
students.

Reader (Associate Professor) in War Studies, King’s College London, 1992-96

Lecturer (Assistant Professor) in War Studies, King’s College London, 1989-92

Senior Research Fellow, Jaffee Center for Strategic Studies, Tel-Aviv University, 1984-
89

Lecturer (Assistant Professor) in Political Science, Tel-Aviv University, 1986-89
Director of Studies in International Relations, Israel’s Open University, 1982-85
Intelligence Analyst, Israel Defense Forces (IDF), attained rank of Major, 1974-81

VISITING POSITIONS

First Nachshon Visiting Professor in Israel Studies, Harvard University, Fall Semester
2003

Starr Fellow in Jewish Studies, Harvard University, Spring Semester 2003

Visiting Professor, Universite Assas 2, Sorbonne, Fall 1999

Visiting Professor of Political Science, Columbia University, Summer Semester, 1989,
1990

Research Fellow, Kennan Institute for Advanced Russian Studies, Wilson Center,
Washington D.C., February 1988


mailto:efraim.karsh@kcl.ac.uk
mailto:efka48@gmail.com
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/artshums/depts/mems/people/staff/academic/karsh/index.aspx
http://www1.biu.ac.il/indexE.php
http://besacenter.org/
http://www.meforum.org/
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/artshums/depts/mems/index.aspx
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/artshums/depts/mems/index.aspx

Participant in the International Visitor Program, U.S. Information Agency (USIA),
January 1988

Visiting Scholar, London School of Economics and Political Science, University of
London, Summer 1987

Research Associate, International Institute for Strategic Studies, London, 1985-86
Visiting Scholar, University of Helsinki, Spring Semester 1985

EDUCATION

Ph.D. Tel-Aviv University, 1985--International Relations

M.A. Tel-Aviv University, 1980--International Relations

B.A. Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 1975--Arabic Language and Culture &
Modern History of the Middle East

SELECT GRANTS

Hertog Foundation (New York), 2007-10: $270,000 for researching Palestine Betrayed
(YYale University Press, 2010; paperback 2011)

Littman Trust (Geneva), 2005: £10,000 for the study of radical Islam

Committee for Central and Inner Asia, Cambridge University, 2002: £1,500 in support
of a study on the former Soviet Muslim republics

British Academy,1994: £5,000 for researching Empires of the Sand (Harvard University
Press, 1999; paperback 2001)

Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), 1990-91: £62,000 for directing a
project on Non-Conventional Weapons Proliferation in the Middle East (published by
Oxford University Press, 1993)

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

Editor, Middle East Quarterly (refereed journal), 2010-

Founding Editor, Israel Affairs (refereed journal), since 1994

Founding Editor, Routledge Series in Israeli History, Politics, and Society, since 1994.
More than 60 books published.

Referee for academic journals, including American Political Science Review; Annals of
the Association of American Geographers; Armed Forces & Society; British Journal of
Middle Eastern Studies; Bulletin of Peace Proposals; Cambridge Review of
International Affairs; Cold War History; Conflict Quarterly; Diplomacy and Statecraft;
Environmental Politics; European Journal of International Relations; Imperial and
Commonwealth History; International Affairs; International History Review;
International Security; International Studies Quarterly; Journal of Cold War Studies;
Journal of Conflict Resolution; Journal of Contemporary History; Journal of Imperial
and Commonwealth History; Journal of Military History; Journal of Peace Research;
Journal of Strategic Studies; Journal of the Royal Geographic Society; Mediterranean
Politics; Middle Eastern Journal; Millennium; Nations and Nationalism; Political
Psychology; Political Science Quarterly; Review of International Studies; Security
Dialogue; War in History

Referee for grant-awarding organizations, including the ESRC, AHRC, Leverhulme
Trust, the British Academy, and the U.S. Institute for Peace

Consultant/referee to publishers in the fields of modern history, international relations,
and strategic affairs, as well as Middle Eastern and Israeli history, politics, and society.
These include Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Oxford, Cambridge, and Columbia University
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Presses, Routledge, MacMillan, Simon & Schuster, HarperCollins, The Free Press, 1.B.
Tauris, Frank Cass, and Valentine Mitchell

Membership in academic and professional boards, including Board of Directors of the
Association of Israel Studies; International Advisory Board of the BESA Centre for
Strategic Studies, Bar-llan University; Board of Directors of Scholars for Peace in the
Middle East (SPME); Advisory Board of the Centre for Near Eastern Studies, School of
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS); International Advisory Board for Academic
Freedom (IAB), Bar-llan University; Research Board of the Institute for Jewish Policy
Research (London); and the International Advisory Board of the scholarly Turkish
journal Review of International Law and Politics

Media appearances in all main radio and television networks in the United Kingdom and
the United States, among other countries, including such programs as Nightline (ABC)
and its British counterpart Newsnight (BBC 2), Q & A (CNN), 48 Hours (CBS), TV AM
(ITN), The Sunday Programme (LWT) The World Today (BBC World Service), All
Things Considered (US National Public Radio), and The Larry King Show

Newspaper and magazine articles and op-ed pieces, including The New York Times, The
New York Times Magazine, The Wall Street Journal, The New Republic, Commentary
Magazine, The International Herald Tribune, Los Angeles Times, The New York Sun,
The National Post (Canada), The London Times, The Sunday Times, The Daily
Telegraph, The Sunday Telegraph, The Spectator, The Scotsman, The Jerusalem Post,
Die Zeit, Der Spiegel, Welt am Sonntag, Daily Star (Lebanon), Irish Times, Die
Weltwoche (Switzerland), El Pais, Maariv, and Haaretz

Consultant on Middle Eastern affairs to the British Ministry of Defence (MOD) and the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO), as well as to national and international
economic companies/organizations; briefed several parliamentary committees, such as
the House of Commons Defence Committee

Advisor to leading law firms on substantial insurance claims attending Middle Eastern
and/or African conflicts and wars

Addressed numerous forums and institutions worldwide, including Oxford,
Cambridge, Columbia, and Harvard universities, the Sorbonne, the International
Institute for Strategic Studies, the Royal Institute of International Affairs, the Swedish
Institute of International Affairs, the Finnish Institute of International Affairs, the
American Enterprise Institute, Australian National University, the universities of
Sydney, Monash, and South Wales, the Australian Institute of International Affairs
(Sydney), Australian Defence Academy (Canberra)

COURSES TAUGHT

The Making of the Modern Middle East, 1789-1923
A History of the Mediterranean Peoples

War and Peace in the Middle East

The March of Folly

Nation and Empire

A History of the Arab-Israeli Conflict

A History of Modern Israel

Israeli Defense and Foreign Policies

U.S. Policy in the Middle East and the Mediterranean
Introduction to International Relations

Geography and International Relations



The Small State in the International System

Problems in Regional Security

Russia and the Middle East from Peter the Great to Putin
Soviet Military and Strategic Thinking

DOCTORAL THESES COMPLETED UNDER MY SUPERVISION

Asaf Romirwosky (2012): “Palestine Refugee Relief before UNRWA”

Michael Sharnoff (2012): “Gamal Abdel Nasser’s Responses to Peace Immediately
after the 1967 War”

Jonathan Schanzer (2010): “The Republican Task Force on Terrorism: A History
1989-2001”

Gil Samsonov (2010): “Intergenerational Relations in Israel’s Likud Party”

Luigi Reale (2009): “Jewish Internment in Italian Concentration Camps in WWII”
Howard Patten (2008): “Not So Strange Bedfellows: Israel’s Policy of the Periphery
at the United Nations”

Andrew Roe (2008): “From the Annexation of the Punjab to the Pursuit of the Fakir
of Ipi: British Challenges & Responses on the North-West Frontier, 1849-1947”
Damla Aras (2008): “The Turkish-Syria Crisis, 1998: A Case Study”

Eleni Stavrou (2008): “Greece and the Arab World during the Papandreou Era 1981-
1989~

Walter Rothschild (2007): “The Development of the Railway System in Mandatory
Palestine”

Ella Akerman (2007): “Russia’s Policy toward Iragq 1991-2003”

Peter deNeufville (2006): “Ahmad Shah Masoud and the North Afghan Uprising”
Hidayet Erbil (2006): “Turkey’s Foreign Policy in the Post-Cold War Era”

David Shiek (2005): “Development of the Israeli Navy 1948-2000”

Udi Lebel (2003): “The Politics of Commemoration: The Case of Israel”

Raqueul Shaul (2002): “The Making of Japan's Middle Eastern Policy 1974-2000”
Hassan Abedin (2002): “Abdul Aziz al-Saud and the Great Game in Arabia, 1896-
1946~

Sedat Laciner (2001): “From Kemalism to Ozalism: The Ideological Evolution of
Turkish Foreign Policy”

Fiorella Seiler (2001): “King of the Armed Ghetto: Israel in the West-German
National Press 1977-82”

Robert Waller (1999): “Libya’s National Security Policy 1969-94”

Ronen Hoffmann (1999): “The Impractical peace: Syrian-Israeli Peace Negotiations
1992-95”

Jonathan Sless (1999): “Britain’s Policy towards Israel 1949-51”

Rory Miller (1998): “Divided Against Zion: Anti-Zionist Opposition in Britain to a
Jewish State in Palestine, 1945-48”

Jack Cann (1996): “Portuguese Counterinsurgency Campaigns in Africa 1961-1974 :
a Military Analysis”

Shimon Naveh (1995): “In Pursuit of Military Excellence: The Evolution of
Operational Theory”

Andrew Rathmell (1994): “Secret War in the Middle East: The Covert Struggle for
Syria, 1949-61”

Leonard Leshuk (1994): “American Perceptions of Soviet Economic and Military
Power 1921-46”



e Alan Ray (1994): “Why Nations Intervene: The Sources of Foreign Military
Intervention”

e John Fayemi (1994): “Threats, Military Expenditure and National Security: Analysis
of Trends in Nigeria’s Defense Planning, 1970-90”

e Jimmy Peters (1993): “From a Constabulary to a Political Force: The Transformation
of the Nigerian Military”

e James Smith (1992): “Stopping Wars: Defining the Obstacles to Ceasefire”

PUBLICATIONS: BOOKS

Palestine Betrayed. New Haven & London: Yale University Press, 2010. 342 pp. Paperback
edition: 2011
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Islamic Imperialism: A History. New Haven & London: Yale University Press, 2006. 276 pp.
Revised paperback edition: 2007. German edition: Deutsche Verlagsanstalt, 2007
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La Guerre d’Oslo. Paris: Les Editions de Passy, 2005 (with Joel Fishman). 254 pp.
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Arafat's War: The Man and his Battle for Israeli Conquest. New York: Grove, 2003. 296
pp (hardcover & paperback). Hebrew edition: Maariv, 2004
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The Iran-lraq War, 1980-1988. Oxford: Osprey, 2002. 100 pp.
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Empires of the Sand: The Struggle for Mastery in the Middle East, 1789-1923. Cambridge,
Mass: Harvard University Press, 1999 (with Inari Karsh). 410 pp. Paperback edition 2001.
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Access via Google Books

Fabricating Israeli History: “The New Historians.” London: Cass, 1997 (hardcover &
paperback). 205 pp. Second, expanded edition: 2000. Hebrew: Ha-kibbutz Ha-meuhad, 1999.

Elraim Korsh

Access via Google Books

Gulf Conflict 1990-1991: Diplomacy and War in the New World Order. Princeton &
London: Princeton UP & Faber, 1993 (with Lawrence Freedman). 504 pp. Updated
paperback edition, 1994. New York Times Bestseller List & Notable Books of the Year (1993)
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Saddam Hussein: A Political Biography. New York: Free Press, 1991 (with Inari Rautsi).
307 pp. Paperback: Futura, 1991. Hebrew: Maarachot, 1992. Czech: Melantrich, 1994.
Revised and updated paperback edition: Grove, 2003.
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The Soviet Union and Syria: The Asad Years. London & New York: Routledge for the
Royal Institute of International Affairs, 1988. 127 pp.
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Neutrality and Small States. London & New York, Routledge, 1988. 225 pp. Reissued as
Routledge Revivals, 2012. Details via publisher’s site.
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EDITED VOLUMES

15. Conflict, Diplomacy and Society in Israeli-Lebanese Relations. London: Routledge, 2009
(with Michael Kerr and Rory Miller). 156 pp.

14. Israel at Sixty: Rethinking the Birth of the Jewish State. London: Routledge, 2009 (with
Rory Miller). 266 pp.

13. Islamic Attitudes to Israel. London: Routledge, 2008 (with P.R. Kumaraswamy). 200 pp.

12. Israel, the Hashemites, and the Palestinians: The Fateful Triangle. London: Routledge,
2003 (with P.R. Kumaraswamy). 221 pp. Access via Google Books.

11. Israel: The First 100 Years. Vol. IV-Israel in the International Arena. London: Routledge,
2004. 351 pp. Access via Google Books.

10. Israel: The First 100 Years. Vol. Il1-Problems of Collective Identity. London: Routledge,
2002. 261 pp.

9. Israel: The First 100 Years. Vol. I1-From War to Peace? London: Routledge, 2000. 270 pp.

8. Israel: The First 100 Years. Vol. I-From Community to State. London, Routledge, 1999. 253
pp. Access via Google Books.

7. In Search of Identity: Jewish Aspects in Israeli Culture. London: Routledge, 1998 (with Dan
Urian). 288 pp. Access via Google Books.

6. From Rabin to Netanyahu: Israel’s Troubled Agenda. London: Routledge, 1997. 420 pp.
Access via Google Books.

5. Between War and Peace: Dilemmas of Israeli Security. London: Routledge, 1996. 298 pp.
Access via Google Books.

4. Peace in the Middle East: The Challenge for Israel. London: Routledge, 1995. 167 pp.
Access via Google.

3. Israel at the Crossroads. London: British Academic Press, 1994 (with Gregory Mahler). 261
Pp.

2. Non-Conventional Weapons Proliferation in the Middle East: Tackling the Spread of
Nuclear, Chemical, and Biological Capabilities. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1993 (with Martin
Navias and Philip Sabin). 300 pp.

1. The Iran-lrag War: Impact and Implications. London & New York, Macmillan & St.
Martin’s Press, 1989. 303 pp.

MONOGRAPHS

5. Arab Imperialism; the Tragedy of the Middle East. Ramat-Gan: Bar-llan University, 2006,
BESA Papers, No. 69. 34 pp. Download (pdf, full text)

4. The Oslo War: Anatomy of Self-Delusion. Ramat-Gan: Bar-llan University, 2003, BESA
Papers, No. 55 (Hebrew). 48 pp. Download (pdf, full text)
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3. The Iran-lraq War: A Military Analysis. London: The International Institute for Strategic
Studies, 1987, “Adelphi Papers”, No. 220. 72 pp. Spanish edition: Ministerio de Defensa, 1988

2. The Nation State as an International Actor. Tel-Aviv: Open University Press, 1985 (with
Emanuel Guttmann, Hebrew). 75 pp.

1. Soviet Arms Transfers to the Middle East During the 1970s. Tel-Aviv University: Jaffee
Center for Strategic Studies, 1983, JCSS Paper No. 22. 43 pp.

ARTICLES & BOOK CHAPTERS

113.

112.

111.
110.

109.

108.

107.

106.
105.

104.

103.

102

101.

102.
103.

“Israel’s Arabs: Deprived or Radicalized?” Israel Affairs, Vol. 19, No. 1 (Jan. 2013), pp.
1-19. View

“Ankara’s Unacknowledged Genocide,” Middle East Quarterly, Winter 2013, pp. 17-26.
View

“The War against the Jews,” Israel Affairs, VVo. 18, No. 3 (July 2012), pp. 319-43. View

“Azzam’s Genocidal Threat,” Middle East Quarterly, Fall 2011, pp. 85-88 (with David
Barnett). View

“How Many Palestinian Arab Refugees Were There?” Israel Affairs, Vol. 17, No. 2
(Apr. 2011), pp. 224-46. View

“The European Neutrals and the War,” in Frank McDonough (ed.), The Origins of the
Second World War: An International Perspective, London: Continuum, 2011, pp. 294-
311.

“How the ‘Sons of Iraq’ Stabilized Postwar Iraq,” Middle East Quarterly, Fall 2010, pp.
57-70 (with Mark Wilbanks). View

“Adrift in Arabia,” Journal of International Security Affairs, Fall 2010, pp. 77-86. View

“What’s Behind Western Condemnation of Israel’s War against Hamas?” Jerusalem
Issue Brief, Jan. 11, 2009. View

“The Middle East and the Cold War,” in Madelon de Keizer en Ismee Tames (eds.),
Small Nations. Crisis and Confrontation in the 20th Century, Amsterdam: Walburg
Press, 2008, pp. 162-79.

“Muhammad: The Warrior Prophet,” in Andrew Roberts (ed.), The Great Commanders
London: Quercus Editions, 2008, pp. 244-51.

“Zionism and the Palestinians,” Israel Affairs, Vol. 14, No. 3 (July 2008), pp. 355-73.
View

“1948, Israel, and the Palestinians - The True Story,” Commentary, May 2008, pp. 23-29
& “1948, Israel, and the Palestinians: Fully Annotated Text” (Web only). View

“The Diplomatic Dance with Hamas,” Jerusalem Issue Brief, Apr. 30, 2008. View

“The 60-Year War for Israel’s History,” inFocus, Mar. 2008. View
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98.

97.

96.

95.

94.
93.

92.
91.

90.

89.

88.

89.

86.

87.

84.
83.
82.

81.
80.

79.

“After Annapolis: What Chance for Agreement with Abbas and the PLO?” Jerusalem

Issue Brief, Jan. 1, 2008. View

“Did Edward Said Really Speak Truth to Power?” Middle East Quarterly, Winter 2008,

pp. 13-21 (with Rory Miller). View

“The Missing Piece: Islamic Imperialism,” Israel Affairs, Vol. 13, No. 4 (Oct. 2007),

pp. 797-805.

“Europe’s Persecuted Muslims?”” Commentary, Apr. 2007, pp. 49-53 (with Rory Miller).

View

“Islam’s Imperial Dreams,” Commentary, Apr. 2006, pp. 37-41. View

“The Long Trail of Islamic Anti-Semitism,” Israel Affairs, Vol. 12, No. 1 (Jan. 2006),

pp. 1-12. View

“Columbia and the Academic Intifada,” Commentary, July-Aug. 2005, pp. 27-32. View

“Resurrecting the Myth: Benny Motris, the Zionist Movement, and the ‘Transfer’ Idea,”

Israel Affairs, Vol. 11, No. 3 (July 2005), pp. 469-90. View

“European Misreading of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: Finnish Foreign Minister

Tuomioja — A Case Study,” Jerusalem Issue Briefs, July 2005. View

“Benny Morris and the Reign of Error, Revisited,” Middle East Quarterly, Spring 2005,

pp. 31-42. View

“Arafat Lives,” Commentary, Jan. 2005, pp. 33-40. View

“Freya Stark in America: Orientalism, Anti-Semitism, and Political Propaganda,”

Journal of Contemporary History, Vol. 39, No. 3 (July 2004), pp. 315-32 (with Rory

Miller). View
“Arafat’s Grand Strategy,” Middle East Quarterly, Spring 2004, pp. 3-11. View

“Israel’s Arabs v. Israel,” Commentary, Dec. 2003, pp. 21-27. View

“Revisiting Israel’s ‘Original Sin’”’, Commentary, Sept. 2003, pp. 46-50. View
“Making Iraq Safe for Democracy,” Commentary, Apr. 2003, pp. 22-29. View

“After the War: Reflections on Post Saddam Iraq,” American Enterprise
Institute, Mar. 3, 2003.

“Saddam and the Palestinians,” Commentary, Dec. 2002, pp. 56-60. View

“The Middle East and the Gulf War: A Decade Later,” in Andrew Bacevich &
Efraim Inbar (eds.), The Gulf War of 1991 Reconsidered, London: Fran Cass,
2002, pp. 167-79.

“Reactive Imperialism: Britain, the Hashemites, and the Creation of Modern
Iraq,” Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, Vol. 30, No. 3 (Sept.
2002), pp. 55-70.
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