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O U R P A R T Y ' S S T A N D . 

The Socialist Labor P a r t y never 
compromises t ruth to make a friend, 
never withholds a blow at error lest 
i t make an enemy. 

I n firm assurance of final victory, 
i t pursues its course unswerved by 
weak desire for temporary ad­
vantage. I t is ever outspoken and 
straightforward, believing tha t , in 
fearless independence, the integrity 
of purpose by which i t is inspired 
will* in the long run, win the re­
spect and confidence of those whom 
i t aims to weld into a classconscious 

• % • 

aggressive body. 
I t s propaganda is not alone to 

educate, i t is to organize the work­
ing class for the conquest of power, 
for the complete overthrow of capi­
talism. Until that mission is accom­
plished, it will stand like a rock, 
alert and watchful, yielding nothing. 

Socialist Labor Party 
Presidential Ticket 

< 

* 

of public works. 
6. Unemployment and old age insur­

ance, under State laws. 
7. For the restoration of agriculture, 

the nation's basic industry, better fi­
nancing of fanm mortgages through re­
organized farm bank agencies at low 
rates of interest, on an amortization 
plan, giving preference to credits for 
the redemption of farms and homes 
sold under foreclosure; extension and 
development of the farm cooperative 
movement and effective control of crop 
surpluses so that our farmers may have 
the full benefit of the domestic mar­
ket. 

Enactment of every constitutional 
measure that will aid the farmer to re­
ceive for basic farra commodities 
prices in excess of cost of production. 

}ers with. And that is exactly what 
has happened. The S. P. , instead 
of keeping the workers ' gaze riveted 
on the abolition of wage slavery and 
exploitation, will introduce an issue] 1 • * * I could win by anothe: 500, 

(2) 
:• 

For President, 
[VERNE L. REYNOLDS. 

For Vice President, 
JOHN W. AIKEN. 

That it is a waste- of time and en­
ergy for the proletariat to knock 
down the Democratic party, however 
oppressive that party may be, if the 
knocking down is to be done by sad­
dling itself with the Republican par­
ty, a partner of the democratic op­
pressor that, however resentful 
the proletariat may be at a Jtepub-
lican President or Governor, who 
throws the armed force of the State 
or Ration into the capitalist scales 
in the conflicts between employer 
and employe, it were a mere waste 
of energy to substitute them with 
their Democratic doubles. There can 
be no real knocking down of either 
party until they are both simultane­
ously knocked domm; that knock­
down blow is in the power of the 
proletariat only. 

—D1MEL DE LEON. 

T W O P L A T F O R M S . 
Below we publish from the Dem­

ocratic platform ami the Socialist 
par ty platform the "par t icu lar 
planks relating to unemployment, 
farm relief, etc. Put these various 
planks in a hat and shake them up 
and we defy any one to tell which 

4 s which. Jn fact, it jvil l be rather 
hard to tell which is which even 
without the shaking. Here t h e v g o : 

a ' 5. Extension of Inderal credit to the 
States to provide unemployment relief 
wherever the diminishing resources of 
the States make it impossible for then. 
to provide for the needy; expansion of 
the Federal program of necessary and 

' useful construction affected with a 
public interest, such as flood control 
and waterways, including the St. 
Lawrence, Great Lakes deep water­
ways; the spread of employment by a 
substantial reduction in the hours of 
labor, the encouragement of the short-
ex week by applying that principle in 

1. A Federal appropriation of $5,-
000,000,000 for immediate relief for 
those in need, to supplement state and 
local appropriations. 

2. A Federal appropriation of $5,000,-
000,000 for public works and roads, 
reforestation slum clearance and de­
cent homes for the workers, by Federal 
government, states and cities. 

3. Legislation providing for the ac­
quisition of land, buildings and equip­
ment necessary to put the unemployed 
to work producing food, fuel and cloth­
ing and for the erection of houses for 
their own use. 

4. The six-hour day and the five-
day week without a reduction of wages. 

5. A comprehensive and efficient sys­
tem of free public employment agen­
cies. . . 

6. A compulsory system of unem­
ployment compensation wikh adequate 
benefits, based on contributions by the 
government and by employers. 

7. Old age pensions for men and 
women sixty years of age and over. 

8. Health and maternity insurance. 
9. Improved systems of workmen's 

compensation and accident insurance. 
10. The abolition of child labor. 
11. Government aid to farmers and 

small home-owners to protect them 
against mortgage foreclosures^ and a 
moratorium on sales for non-payment 
of taxes by destitute farmers and un­
employed workers. 

12. Adequate minimum wage laws. 

Unemployment and farm relief 
are, of course, the important "prac­
t ical" issues of the hour. T h e So­
cialist pa r ty has always been strong 
on adopting "prac t ica l" measures; 
that was its double cleverness — 
first, showing the world tha t its was 
"practical Socialism," not of the 
dreamy, "hundred years in the fu­
tu re" kind, and second, catching 
votes from the people who are con­
tinually looking for . **something 
now." Catching votes . has always 
been the Socialist par ty ' s central 
policy. 

There was a time—-in the good 
old pre-war days—when the Social­
ist par ty , with some reason perhaps , 
could pa t itself on t h e back and 
consider itself a clever vote-
catcher. Tha t it has not learned by 
this time that the suckers it catches 
on the hook one year on one kind 
of bai t it will lose the next year, 
when the bai t has to be changed, 
scarcely goes to show cleverness. 

To demonstrate its practicability 
and its high state of progressiveness 
the S. P . often brags that it has 
been an "advance guard for every 
one of the pract ical reform mea­
sures" which the old part ies have 
instituted in the pas t twenty years 
—old age pensions, industr ial acci­
dent insurance, child labor laws, 
eight-hour laws, women anti-night-
work laws, anti-sweatshop laws, and 
what not. The S. P. , of course, 
claimed these to be practical mea­
sures leading toward Socialism. 
Quite on t h e contrary, they have 
proved to be mere patches on the 
capitalist system, eagerly adopted 
by capitalist politicians — more 
clever than those of the S. P.—in 
order to safeguard and perpetuate 
the capitalist system of exploitation. 
I t would take unusual hardihood for 
any one to deny that , in spite of 
these reform patchesj the general 
condition of the working class has 

Jen gnawing worse, more precari-
sQki$ mr£ yjclirmu durfag the 

last quar ter of a cwitirry. 
And what in the meantime has 

happened to the S. iP.? H a s it grown 
steadily in influence and power and 
votes? Quite to the contrary. Let 
us agree, for the sake of argument, 
tha t a l l the above measures are 
beneficial in a measure to the work­
ing class. The fact remains tha t 
these "goodies" have been handed 
to the workers not by the S.P., but 
by the Republicans or -Democrats. 
Wha t the S. P . is doing, then, is 

—cheap milk or what not—and get 
the workers all excited about that . 
I f i t works the issue well enough, 
the pa r ty will surely catch a bunch 
of votes on it. As soon as tha t hap ­
pens, some clever capitalist politi­
cian is sure to take it u p and make 
a capitalist reform issue of it. Plank 
after plank—sometimes whole truck 
loads of planks—have thus been 
stolen from the S. P . platform. As 
soon as tha t happens , the S. P . will 
pronto lose the votes it has gained 
on the issue, and natural ly so. I t 

tober 10, as the mayor stepp« 1 on 
American soil again after his con­
templation t r i p " to Europe . H ' re l l 
i s : 

000 plurality. Every newspap I in 
New York would be against me What 
of it? Where I get <my votes the 
newspapers don't count. The fell >w on 
Ninth and Tenth Avenues, on First 
and Second Avenues, doesn't ha\ time 
to read the newspapers. It's tie or­
ganization that counts. 
This is indeed so "brazenl de­

l ightful" tha t ordinary lan-uage 
failed us. But rhymes came to the 
rescue, so J immy and his Eas>- and 
West Side loyal ignoramuses won't 
go without their tr ibute. 

has made so much of the reform as i 
to make i ts adherents believe t h a t . To the polls the voters go, 
it is al l- important. Well then, natu-[ Lined u p for Tammany, row b} row. 
rally, the voter realizing that the 
S. 'P. is not going to get there to 
give i t to him, he rushes his vote to 
the pa r ty tha t can get in and prom­
ises the same thing. And tha t is 
and has been for twenty years the 
"prac t ica l" result of S. P . clever­
ness in adopting capitalist issues. 
Surely, these "reforms" have, not 
brought us a s tep nearer Socialism. 
If anything, they have made capi­
talism safer for the continued ex­
ploitation of labor. 

And here we are again. Fo r these 
last three years the Socialist pa r ty 
cry—and the cry of the Communists 
as well—has been "social insur­
ance," relief work, etc. Millions of 
people have come to look upon these 
as t h e al l- important necessities for 
the coming years . And the irony 
of fate is tha t the more convinced 
they are that what they want is in­
stant relief and a dole the surer they 
will be to vote for Frankl in D . 
Roosevelt—or even Hoover1—for, if 
relief can be got a t all, it must be 
got through the winner and not 
through a loser. 

I n grea t things i t is stupid to be 
clever. 

T h e Socialist Labor P a r t y plat­
form contains only one p lank: T H E 
A B O L I T I O N O F C A P I T A L I S M . 
Tha t no capitalist politician can 
give. I t is for the workers themselves 
to take. 

{Sovereigns they are both shor and 
tall , 

Independent Americans all. 

* » . 

T h e y can' t read or write, i t 's :lear, 
But cheer for Tammany and l e e r ; 
And with the pa r ty they, alwa -s go 
And vote i t s traight whether j es or 

no. 

You readers and writers may go to 
hell, 

Fo r ex-Mayor J immy can work a 
spell , 

The Tiger 's claw in the poor man's 
hide, 

I s the safest and surest voter 's 
guide. 

So J immy is sure a t the polls to 
win 

(No mat ter when he'll run again, 
F o r his sheep know well wher. they 

belong 
And br ing him in with yell and song. 

T H E V1ALUE O F " E X . " 
John Spargo, "EX-Social is t ," was 

featured as such in the metropolitan 
pres3 in reports of a s tump speech 
for M r . Hoover which he delivered 
a t Hie City College of (New York. 
Vociferously — as vociferously as 
he used to cry for "practical Social­
ism in our t ime"—Mr. Spargo laud­
ed Hoover, " the foremost liberal 
statesman of the world." 

The story has i t that Mr . Spargo 
was somewhat contemplated as Sec­
re tary of Labor when James J . Da­
vis was graduated to the Senate. 
Wha t could be more fitting for a 
Secretary of Labor under any capi­
talist government than an "EX-So­
cialist" ! To be sure, by his attacks 
on Roosevelt he is ra ther securelv 

aj 

closing the doors against himself 
should Frankl in step into the White 
House, but Mr . Hoover is not out 
of the running yet, and tl»a- "fore­
most liberal statesman of the 
world*' is surely worth its fee. par­
ticularly coming from an "ex-Social­
is t" popular ly supposed to know 
what " l iberal" is, if any one does. 

T h a t "EX-Social is t" has a great 
sales value in the political markets 
of the world has been shown and 
proved from Millerand to MacDon-
ald, and as capitalism is gett ing into 
ever t ighter places in the United 
States , "ex-Socialism," which so far 
has been good for scarcely more 
than a magazine writer 's fee or a 
place on Insull 's power propaganda, 
ought soon to enhance in value to a 
Cabinet position or something near­
ly as good. 

Anyhow, Mr . Spargo's speech was 
a gem of Ex-ism. 

B R A Z E N J I M M Y . 

There is one thing about ex-
Mayor James J . Walker—'he makes 
no bones about i t . T h a t ' s why we 
suppose that most people whose 
moral fiber is not strong enough to 
consider him ut ter ly disgusting re­
fer to him <as "delightful." In a 
brazen age, brazenness can't fail to 
be delightful to the brazen—and all 
the timid souls who would love to be 
brazen. 

Many a brazen or "delightful" 
crack has fallen from the lips of 
Mayor J immy in the last seven 
years , and yet we believe that if 
was reserved for the ex-mayor to 
u t te r the most "charmingly delight-

1 f ul" or disgustingly brazen sentence 
solely working up issues for the old of them al l . This was said and re-

T H E N E W YORK M O O B A T H . 

Merr i ly the political top ha been 
spinning during the last couple of 
weeks. 'New York, which took a 
moral ba th through the Hofst id ter -
Seabury investigation, has plunged 
head first into the filth again —and 
no mistake about it. T h e good citi­
zens are left with mouths agape 
and moral paralysis . 

# 

I t really s tar ted in Maine. "As 
Maine goes so goes the nat ion" has 
become an old witch doctrine >f the 
politicians. Maine swamped Hoov­
er in the primaries. I f s igns do not 
fail, then Frankl in D . Roosevelt 
will be the next President of the 
United Sta tes . Roosevelt, wl»o has 
been accused of being v >bbly, 
spineless and what have you, ap ­
parent ly , when (he is sure of him­
self, can swing the b ig stick as ef­
fectively as his once far more noisy 
cousin. Roosevelt came from >a 
cheering West to Albany with a big 
stick carefully hidden under his 
coat. T h e world, including Tam­
many, knew it was there. Curry 
went to Albany like a licked cur. 
Roosevelt was not going to sta id for 
any "vindication election" of Walk­
er. The Walker case had been much 
too good political capital for the 
Presidential aspirant . Moreover, 
Roosevelt and his interests snmis-
takably dictated the gubern ttorial 
nomination. Tammany was forced 
,to swallow Col. He rbe r t H Leh­
man. ... , 

W h a t else was there to do: With 
hopes of a Democratic President , 
harmony had to be restored in New 
York, s ta te and city. Tammany 
was smelling the national fleshpots. 
The convention became a grand re ­
conciliation pa t ry . Al Smith too 
rushed in, shook hands with f rank­
lin D. , for all the cameras to re­
cord, and called him "you old pota­
t o " for all to hear and publish. 

Which (Cabinet position is to be 
Smith's, with Roosevelt in the 
White 'House? I s i t to be Se. retary 
of S t a t e? O r Treasury? O r wha t? 

Anyhow it was a great po.vwow. 
T h e Republican convention, which 
met in Buffalo a t the same time and 
nominated one Donovan, was almost 
completely lost sight of, and even 
the President 's first campaign 
speech—to the Iowa farmers—be­
came a minor event. 

* 

J u s t before that , however, Tam­
many had fixed up another front­
page sensation. S ta te Senator 
Samuel Hofstadter , who is remem­
bered as such a high-minded, noble, 
moral gentleman while running 
down New York City corruption, in­
cluding Tammany and Mayor Walk­
er, has been slated in a deal between 
Tammany and Koenig, the head of 
the would-be Republican machine, 
on a "fusion" ticket of Hofs tadter-
Steuer, as Supreme Court Judge. 
T h a t was Hofs tad te r ' i "r ward" 

and all the moral shudders of the 
powerless Republicans of New York 
and the s tate and other good citi­
zens of New York seem to be un­
able to dislodge 'him. 

"Moral i ty ," tha t soared so high 
in the last few months, was a t low 
ebb indeed; but there was worse yet 
to come. 

* 

T h e hopes of a city mayoral ty 
election on November 8 were grow­
ing. Walker—sti l l the darl ing of 
Tammany—was speeding home from 
Europe t o his vindication, despite 
the fact tha t everybody this side of 
the great water knew that the events 
in Maine and a t Albany had s tab­
bed the ex-mayor's chances-directly 
in the vitals. The poor, conceited 
fellow did not seem to get this clear 
till he got near enough to commu­
nicate direct ly with his former 
bosses. Wha t a blow J immy must 
have got. Luckily for him he did 
not arrive in time for the city con­
vention. When he did speak, his 
cue was to say tha t he gladly s tep­
ped aside for the larger interests 
of the pa r ty . Pe rhaps even J immy 
can be rewarded for the pa r t he so 
unwillingly played in boosting 

Roosevelt's chances. 
* 

Then came the city convention. 
Mayor McKee who, politician though 
he is, had decidedly, though flam­
boyantly, given the "moral elements" 
a lift and the poor harassed taxpay-

, er a bit of hope, was, of course, to­
tal ly set aside by Tammany, which 
he, though a child of her bosom, 
had morta l ly offended by playing 
the game of the moral uplifters and 
tax-reducers. 

/But Tammany did even better 
t han tha t . I t dug down into its bag 
of regular and unashamed politi­
cians and dug up one of the most 
regular and most unashamed—Sur­
rogate John P . OTBrien. The budget, 
the cars, the useless employes, the 
neglect of city affairs, in short, all 
the old graf t and corruption were 

j restored to the status quo ante — 
and that is that . 

T h e good citizens are weeping. 
T h e y were tricked out of their great 
victory. McKee, who refused to 
run independently in opposition to 
the Tammany machine, has thrown 
them down—and what not. 

And tha t ' s what happens again 
and again to the innocents who un­
der take to clean the augean stables 
of politics while capitalism lasts. 

» 

Of course, the Republicans too 
made a nomination—or the pretense 
of one. They too dug down in their 
bag and d u g out—a dummy, Lewis 
H . Pounds of Brooklyn, seventy-one 
years of age and jus t* nobody 
enough to serve the purpose of M r . 
Koenig and the local so-called Re­
publican machine. A dummy is all 
tha t a Republican candidate for 
mayor of New York ever was. H e 
isn' t supposed to make a fight; Jie 
is simply there t o show tha t the Re­
publicans are "fighting." The re ­
wards for playing the game in ac­
cordance with this rule fails to the 
machine politicians from the gener­
ous lap of Tammany. I t is a lovely 
and convenient arrangement and 
helps to assure the assured local 
Tammany victory. 

« 

T h e moralists and "independent 
citizens" were so flabbergasted by* 
the bold and ut ter ly unashamed ac­
tion of Tammany, tha t they did not 
even have the gumption to run an 
independent fusion candidate, as 
has been done before when the city 
had gone through a moral bath. The 
movement that is to make an end of 
Tammany rule must be made of 

s terner stuff. 
* 

T h e fact is tha t the " l iberal" and 
"mora l " and "good c ' t izen" forces 
are growing ever weaker. Reform is 
losing all attraction. The average 
person realizes beyond a doubt 
that the system cannot be reformed. 
T h e masses still stick to capitalism 
and will stick as long as there is 
any chance to live in it or by it. 
When the masses break away it will 
be to break into the Socialist Rev­
olution. Already the necessity of 
change is vaguely dawning upon 
many. 

Capitalism must be destroyed. 

zmi-SWW^^ 

Trii BOOKSHELF OF A UJORKINGMN 

There is a new national game. I t 
is called " H e r e today and gone to­
morrow." I t consists in playing 
hide-and-seek with the stores in 
your neighborhood. A prize goes to 
the one who can guess which goes 
next. The players have to be very 
quick and alert for the disappear­
ances are very rapid though not ex­
actly unexpected. u 

*. 

B A L L A D S O F T H E B . E . F . Cov­
entry House, publishers. ($1 net . ) 

Ballads of the B . E . F . are writ­
ten anonymously by " a well-known 
poet ." "Well-known" poets cannot 
"afford," of course, to have their 
names openly connected with a rag­
tag cause like that of workers ' ask­
ing for bread and gett ing tanks and 
tear gas , yet there may be a gem or 
two in this volume tha t will live 
when most, if not all, the "well-
known" may be forgotten. Simple 
songs, struck off under the white 
heat of indignation, while the pulse 
beats with the t rue spirit of human­
ity, have a way of finding the path 
directly to men's hearts and minds. 

T h e bal lads—there are about a 
score of them—are of the stuff 
folksongs were made of in the days 
when the "folks" still p u t their 
grievances into village songs. They 
record events, anger, resentment, 
out rages ; they sneer and they ac­
cuse ; run from bitter Sarcasm to the 
laughter through which is heard the 
gnashing of teeth. 

The gem of the volume—four lit-
| t ie verses which scourge like a red-
hot i ron—perhaps is " N o Undue Vi­
olence" : 

( T h e N . Y. Evening Post of Aug. 3 , 
1982, quotes Secretary of W a r Hur ­
ley as saying that " N o undue vio­
lence" was used jn expelling the 
B. E . F . from Washington.) 

"We used no undue violence" — 
Bill "Hushkfc, listen to th is ! 

I t will still your moans 
And comfort your bones, 

And fill you full of bl iss! 

"We used no undue violence"— 
Eric Carlson, i t 's tough! 

You asked for bread 
And they gave you lead, 

But they never meant to be 
rough! 

"We used no undue violence"— 
So, iBaby Myers , be st i l l ! 

Though it isn't quite plain 
To your li t t le brain , 

You were gassed with the best of 
wi l l ! 

"We used no undue violence"— 
•Now, Baby Mann, stop crying! 

If you fret and grieve 
You might make us believe 

Tha t an eminent man is ly ing! 

But there are others scarcely less 
searing, as for example "Pilate, 
Herod and Hoover" : 

(According to the »N. Y. Journal, 
the troops, once they drove the vet­
erans into the woods, used the bay­
onet on them freely. One veteran 
was bayonetted in the side and 
wounded seriously.) 

Behold the red stigmata. 
Behold the wounded s ide! 

Another martyred savior wears 
The signs of the Crucified. 

Pilate, Herod and Hoover, 
The centuries know them yet, 

Fo r the Son of Man they have nails 
and spear 

O r gas and the bayonet! 

"Republics Are Not Ungra tefu l" 
does not sing quite as tunefully as 
most of the ballads in the volume, 
but its satire bites like an acid and 
should be able to penetrate even an 
elephant 's h ide : 

"Republics are ungrateful ," so they 
say: 

Mavbe it once was so, b u t . t o d a v — 
Maybe in lesser lands it still is t rue, 
But not in America, Nineteen 

Thi r ty-Two. 

Bill 'Hushka's case alone proves my 
contention, 

But Er i c Carlson's also let me men­
tion. 

Good soldiers both, with services 
recorded, 

Their country did not leave them 
unrewarded. 

No!—But in Arlington, last home 
of the brave, 

Er ic and Bill each has an honored 
grave, 

Buried with pomp tha t is the 
soldier's due— 

Of course we had to shoot them 
first, i t 's t rue. 

But where they only asked back pay 
and bread, 

The warrior 's nobler food we gave 
them—lead! 

And thinking jobs for them t o o ' 
ordinary, ' 

B R O T H E R J O N A T H A N * - f r i 
no use! 

UiNCLE 9AM—Which and what? 
B . J .—Nothing's no use! 
'U. S.—You must indeed be in 

the very dumps of despondency 
when your simon pure New Eng­
land conscience permits you to 
abuse our language with such atro­
cious grammar. 

B . J .—Well , since the slums have 
it, let them have the grammar too.— 
Why not? 

17. S.—Suppose we diagnose your 
specific ailment. 

iB. J . — I t ought to be plain — 
look at the mayoralty nomination! 
of the two old parties. 

U. S.—'What about them? Aren't 
they regular enough? 

B . J .—Too darned regular. 
U. S.—iDon't get profane—clear 

your chest. 
B. J.—'Well, what have we for 

all our trouble and expense in 
eliminating Mayor Walker? Tie 
choice between an old fogy with no 
more backbone than a jellyfish and 
a regulation Tammanyite. 

U. S .—What did you expect to 
get? 

B. J .—'Has the decent citizen no 
chance a t al l? 

U . S.—(No, friend, no — none 
whatsoever as long as this thorough-

| ly rotten and indecent system of 
capitalism lasts. 

B. J .—Then we might as veil 
give up the struggle. 

U. S.—Indeed not—that is exact­
ly why we must struggle. 

B . J .—Struggle for what—to get 
rid of Walker , who is at least hu­
morous, and to get O'Brien with ill 
Walker 's faults and not even his 
one sole virtue—humor? 

U. S.—That 's all you can expect 
as long as your struggle is directed 
against men and effects instead of 
capitalism as a whole. But, never­
theless, collect your , patience. No 
struggle is wholly in vain. The 
citizens of New York in their piti­
ful way put up a good fight—and 
got rid of Walker. Walker was the 
personification of the height and 
glory of the unscrupulous flaunting 
of graft and corruption. The system 
may continue—but it blossoms no 
longer. I t has gone to seed. The 
very arrogance with which Tam­
many flung Surrogate O'Brien at 
the heads of the citizenry shorn* 
how deeply it has been wounded in 
its vitals. H i e very stupidity of 
the Republicans in putting forth an 
old fogy such as Pounds demon­
strates their helplessness—and both 
together demonstrate the fact so 
often emphasized bv the Socialist 
Labor P a r t y tha t the Political 
Sta te is obsolete—there is no hope 
of salvation for the "decent citizen' 
through politics. 

T h e citizens of New York who-
Tammany-ridden for a century-
have foolishly attempted reform af­
ter reform, needed exactly *P* 
they got last week. I t was only the 
fuli fruit of the century plant of 
corruption. 

But New York is no different 
from anv other city in the country 
—large or small. Corruption per­
meates them all. The struggle 
therefore, is far greater than to g« 
rid of an extravagant and eorrup 
little mayor. .' 
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