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al-Saffar al-Bukhart

Al-Saffar al-Bukhari, Abt Ishaq
Ibrahim b. Ismal b. Abi Nasr (or b.
Ahmad b. Ishaq b. Shayth b. al-FHakam)
al-Zzhid (d. 534/1139), was an important
representative of the theological school of
Abt Mansir al-MaturIdi (d. c. 333/944).
The alternative name Ibrihim b. Ishag,
recorded by Brockelmann in his GAL,
is found only in the Bntish Museum
manuscript no. 1577, Add. 27526, and
is presumably erroneous, since the few
biobibliographical sources that mention
al-Saffar call him Ibn Ismafl.

Al-Gaffar, who was first quoted by
another Maturidi author, Abn 1-Barakat
al-Nasafi (d. 710/1310)1n his Kutab al-1 imad
Jt l-i'tigad, appears to have belonged to a
well known family of Hanafi scholars.
According to al-Laknawi (al-Fawd'’id, 7),
al-Saffar’s father, grandfather, and great-
grandfather were also known as outstand-
ing representatives of the Hanafiyya. In
his Kitab talfhis al-adilla li-gawa‘id al-tawhid,
moreover, the author repeatedly mentions
both his father, Isma‘dl b. Ahmad b. Ishaq
b. Shayth al-Saffar, who was executed in
461/1069 by the Qarakhamd ruler Nasr

b. Ibrahim, and occasionally his grand-
father Ab Nasr al-Saffar.

Little is known about al-Saffar’s life.
As the sources place two of his teachers
working in Bukhara, we can suppose that
this city was the centre of lus life as well.
His most important teacher was probably
his father, who instructed him, as Ibn Abt
1-Waf®’ reports, in the dthar of al-Tahawt ‘
(d. 321/933) as well as in the Ruab al-ahm
wa-l-muta‘allim, attributed to Abti Hanifa
but in fact authored by Abu Mugqaul
al-Samargandt (d. 208/832). Al-Laknawi
(al-Fawaid, 9) also mentons another
teacher, a certain Abfi Hafs, who 1s difficuit
to identify but is possibly Abti Hafs ‘Umar
b. Mansiir al-Bazzaz al-Bukhari, men-
tioned by Abt 1-Mu‘n al-Nasaff (d. 508/
1114) as a tustworthy fagih (Tabsirat al-
adilla, 821); according to al-Lakhnawi
Abt Hafs taught al-Saffar the text al-Siyar
al-kabr of Muhammad (that s, the student
of Abti Hanitfa, Muhammad b. al-Hasan
al-Shaybani, d. 189/805). The sources
mention several students of al-Saffar,
among them the well known Qadikhan,
Fakhr al-Din al-Hasan b. Manstir b.
Mahmid al-Awzajandi (al-Laknawi, 7;
Ibn Qutlabugha, 22).

THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM THREE, 2012/2, LEIDEN 2012.
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Das Kapitel iiber die ,,schénen Namen Gottes®
. im Talpis al-adilla li-qawa‘id at-tanbid
des Abii Ishaq as-Saffar al-Buhari (gest. 534/1139)

Von ANGELIKA BRODERSEN, Bochum

Summary: The article focuses on the significance of the Divine names in the theological
concept of as-Saffar al-Bubir, a follower of Abli Mansiir al-Miaturid?’s (d. 333/944). Usu-
ally conceived as a subject of pious devotion or dealt with in specific treatises concentrat-
ing on linguistic aspects, the theory of the Divine names reflects fundamental differences
in the conception of Divine attributes as it is represented in Mu‘tazili, A¥‘arT and Maturidi
writings. Principally based upon the analysis of the relation name—named (al-ism wa-[-
musammi), it 1s demonstrated how the Divine names are being integrated in an extensive
system of kaldm and, by this, expand this system from a merely rhetorical base of discus-
sion to a means of understanding the relationship of God to mankind as a main compo-
nent of the religious discourse.

1 Der Autor

Abi Ishiq Ibrihim b. Isma‘Tl b. AbT Nasr as-Saffar al-Buhiri' gehort zu den

bislang weniger bekannten Theologen jener sunnitischen Schulrichtung, die

seit dem ausgehenden 8./14.Th. als ,Maturidiya“ bezeichnet wird.? Ab dem
spaten 5./11.Jh. in Transoxanien nachweisbar, bezieht sie sich direkt oder indi-
rekt auf AbG Manstr al-Maturidi (gest. 333/944), der seinerseits auf der Grund-
lage theologischer Traditionen hanafitischer Prigung ein zusammenhingen-
des Lehrgebéude erarbeitete.® Insofern verstehen die Vertreter der Maturidiya
durchgehend Ab Hanifa (gest. 150/767) selbst als mafigebliche Autoritit.

U Auch: b. Ahmad b. Ishiq b. Sait b. al-Hakam az-Zahid. BrockeLmany (GAL 1,
S. 548/Nr. 427) nennt ihn ,Ibrahim b. Ishiq®, was lediglich im Titel der Londoner Hand-
schrift des Tulpis al-adilla (MS British Museum 1577 [MDLXXVII], Add. 27526) erscheint
und vermutlich fehlerhaft ist, da di¢ bio-bibliographischen Quellen dagegen sprechen.

2 Diese Bezeichnung lisst sich als explizite Benennung der 8stlichen Hanafiya das
erste Mal in Sa'd ad-Din at-Taftazinis (gest. 792/1390) Kommentar zum Glaubens-
bekenntnis des Nagm ad-Din an-Nasafi (gest. 537/1142) nachweisen: Sarh al-‘aqd’id
an-nasafiya. Die Erwihnung in as-Sabinis Kitab al-Bidaya min al-kifaya fi l-hiddya
(S. 54/2) kang dagegen nicht als friher Beleg gewertet werden, da das vom Editor in den
Text iibernommene min al-mituridiya lediglich in einer Handschrift zwischen den Zei-
len erginzt wurde, also aller Wahrscheinlichkeit nach eine spitere Hinzufigung darstellt.

3 RupokPH 1997b, S. 394-404.
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