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Dedication

To the memory of N. E. S. Grundtvig and to Jens Holger Schjerring and
Donald (A. M.) Allchin for their enduring commitment to the advancement
of Grundtvig studies in Danish and in English and for their collaboration,
warm friendship and inspiration over nearly two decades.

Hvad er en Dag? Et @ieblik What is a day? A moment’s span

Vi neppe Tid at skue fik we hardly had the time to scan.

Og dog af lutter slige Dage Yet of such days, and such days purely,

Vor Levetid bestaar. our living-time is wrought.

Hvo er vel den som frek tor klage Whoever dares bemoan, so surly,

Han ikke nok af Dage faar his sum of days as all too short,

Lad han dem sammen regne! let him but count their tally

Og ved enhver antegne and for each one tell fully

Hvad han paa dem har gjort. what from those days he won.

Da skal han see hvis Skyld det er Then he shall see whose blame it is

Hans Levetid var kort. his time so soon seemed done.

Grundtvig, Dagbog begyndt i Kebenhavn Verse prefacing Grundtvig’s diary

Den XXVIII* November MDCCCII begun in Copenhagen, 28 November 1802
-

Kimer, I Klokker! nu sluktes en Sol over Mulde,

leenge den kaemped mod Morket med Straalerne fulde;
sildig den sank,

stor i sin Nedgang og blank.

ZAren er Guds i det hoje.

Ring out, O bells! now a sun over earth is grown darkling,

long though it fought with the murk, in full radiance sparkling;
late sunk in night,

grand was its setting, and bright!

God’s upon high is the glory!

Jens Christian Hostrup (1818-92), Ved N. E. S. Grundtvigs Jordefeerd [At N.ES.G.s Funeral] (1872)
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Foreword

The projected series of English translations of writings of N. E. S. Grundtvig, of which
this is the first volume, was devised as an essential corollary to the work of the Centre for
Grundtvig Studies in the University of Aarhus, Denmark, which in 1990 committed itself
to a reassessment of the Grundtvig legacy on the threshold of a new millennium and in an
international perspective. As the Centre developed its programme of research, publications
and conferences and seminars in venues as diverse as Aarhus and Copenhagen, Chicago,
Kolkata and Darjeeling, Durham and York, it became ever more apparent that the Centre
itself would have to take an initiative in supplying the acutely felt want of English transla-
tions of the works of Grundtvig in those parts of the world where there was an expressed
interest in Grundtvig but little knowledge of the Danish language. Accordingly, with the
generous support of grant-awarding bodies an English Translation Project was established.
While work on this first volume was in progress, indications came from among its poten-
tial readership that there was also a greater need of supporting apparatus — in particular,
contextual information in the English language — than it had originally been the intention
to provide. It had indeed been planned from the outset that the first volume should be
biographical in order to establish the figure of Grundtvig for such readers as could not
access Danish sources, but it was decided in the light of this intimated need to augment
very considerably the Index, in such a way as to furnish a reasonably broad sketch of the
contemporary background of institutions, events, circumstances, personalities and ideas
against which Grundtvig lived out his life and pursued his various causes and interests,
great and small. Consequently, the completion of the work was protracted; but it is hoped
that the resulting volume will therefore prove not only to be sufficiently informative for the
general reader but also serviceable for use in university programmes and schools curricula;
and that it will also serve to supplement future volumes published in this series.

During frequent research visits to Denmark in the course of this task I have re-
ceived a great deal of hospitality. In Vartov, that priceless asset of Kirkeligt Samfund, Hans
and Kirsten Grishauge and the staff who there give such practical daily meaning to the
Grundtvigian concept of det folkelige have virtually become a surrogate family to me in my
many stays and visits. Kurt Johannes Dokkedahl and Birgitte Amdisen have been extraor-
dinarily generous in opening their home to me as often as I needed to be in Copenhagen,
even to the extent of providing me with a book-lined study, where much of this volume was
drafted. My good friends Theodor and Lise Jorgensen and Eyvin (K. E.) and Ilse Bugge have
also extended warm hospitality and the encouragement of their interest in the ongoing
project.

For the collaborative agreement whereby I was seconded for a period from my
post at the University of York to join the Centre for Grundtvig Studies in Aarhus Uni-
versity, I warmly thank my former Department and the University authorities at York.
My adoptive colleagues in Aarhus could not have been more unstinting in their readi-
ness to help an English Anglo-Saxonist learn more about Grundtvig, theology and the



nineteenth century. I must especially name Kim Arne Pedersen than whom few people,
if any, know more about Grundtvig and none could be more altruistic in sharing that
knowledge with others; but I am also greatly indebted for the privilege of the wise
conversations and hospitality of Jakob Balling and Christian Thodberg. To Jette Holm
and her colleagues in the Grundtvig Sermons project, I am grateful for permission to
make use of the transcription of Grundtvig’s sermon of 1 May 1844 that is used in item
53. To the younger generation in the Centre I am also indebted. Anja Stokholm most
generously found time amid a busy professional and domestic life to draft the selection
of significant dates. From conversations with Anders Eskedal, Anders Holm and Ulrik
Overgaard I have gleaned more than they may have been aware of. It goes without
saying that the way has many a time been smoothed by the admirable competence of
the secretaries at the hub of the organisation: Birgit Winther-Hansen and her succes-
sor Anne-Grethe Dion Jorgensen. When the day’s work was done, I was often revived
by the warmth of hospitality offered in the charming home of Jette and Jens Holger
Schjerring: they know how much their friendship has meant to me.

There are many others to whom I am indebted for something gleaned from dis-
cussions: I am grateful to them all. Those to whom I owe sincere thanks for help with
particular aspects of the book include Niels Jorgen Cappelorn, K. E. Bugge, Flemming
Lundgreen-Nielsen and Benedict Bradley.

It is right to recall and record what a privilege it is in Denmark and in England to
have access to so many fine libraries and to be assisted by sufficient trained and dedi-
cated staff — a hallmark, one might say, of a humane modern society, expensive though
these resources are to maintain. Thanks be for the Royal Library in Copenhagen and
the British Library in London. At the Grundtvig Bibliotek in Vartov, Liselotte Larsen,
its librarian, has all along been a valued source of ever ready help both for on the spot
searches and through email enquiries: I thank her for her good-humoured efficiency
and encouragement. The Danish online Biblioteksvagt has never let me down: long
may this excellent service be allowed to continue. In particular I have to thank Birgitte
Langkilde of the Statsbibliotek in Aarhus in whose mailbox my enquiries tended to
land and who answered them all with exemplary promptness and thoroughness.

At Aarhus University Press Pernille Pennington was my first, ever encouraging
editor and valued sounding-board for ideas in progress: [ am grateful to her —as I am
also to her successor, Mary Waters Lund, for her adoptive enthusiasm for the project.

There will be errors, perhaps many of them, in so fact-fraught a book. To those
people who have so charitably helped me avoid a number of them in the course of
writing I owe much, especially to Mette Windfeld Bradley for discussing early stages
of the translations, to Jakob Balling for patiently sampling their penultimate draft and
making various suggestions for their improvement, and to Sgren Jensen and Susanne
Gregersen who heroically scanned an earlier draft of the Index with an impressive
falkeblik and spared me various embarrassments. For surviving errors I alone am to
be reproached.

There are three names I reserve for especially grateful mention. The first is that
of Kurt Dokkedahl, whose voluntary and enthusiastic role as research assistant has
been of the greatest practical benefit to me throughout. For his command of our ma-
terials, to which I could appeal when I needed to clarify my own mind, and for his



assiduous labours which have spared me hours of toil, I am enormously grateful. The
other two are those of Jens Holger Schjgrring and Donald (A. M.) Allchin. My deep
indebtedness to these two finest of colleagues and friends is indicated in the dedication
of this book.

S.A.J. Bradley,
February 2008
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Introduction

“The writings of Grundtvig, whether in prose or verse, have never been attractive to me.
They are so exclusively national as to be scarcely intelligible to a foreigner; they lie, if I may
say so, outside the European tradition. But as a human being, as a documentary figure in
the history of his country, no one could be more fascinating.”

Since Edmund Gosse (Two Visits to Denmark 1872, 1874, London 1911) presented this
view of Grundtvig to his English-speaking readership at the end of the first decade of the
twentieth century, fascination with Grundtvig “as a human being” has continued to endure
undiminished for nigh on a hundred years more, and it is likely to continue as long as hu-
man beings feel drawn in that universal human manner to experience vicariously, through
reading of it, the drama, great or small, of another human being’s life.

Grundtvig’s long life incorporated drama on a large scale. At a personal level, its
peaks and troughs were determined in part by his vulnerability to a manic-depressive dis-
order which three times brought him into serious crisis; but the age through which he lived
was itself as dramatically turbulent for the Danes as for others across Europe. Grundtvig’s
adult life covered three-quarters of the nineteenth century, and it was hardly possible that
anyone so seriously engaged in the issues of those decades — determined to play his part in
his country’s destiny under God and the worldly powers, willing to accept the burdens of
responsibility, to face the exposure, the opposition, the penalties, the defeats, in the hope
of also sharing in the victories great and small — could have a life that was anything other
than dramatic.

It is a life abundantly documented. As well as writing books in prose and in verse,
most of which have considerable personal and autobiographical content (though he never
wrote a full formal autobiography), Grundtvig published periodicals of his own and con-
tributed frequently to others. Sermons from almost every Sunday of his pastoral life and
a great number of hymns help chart the course of his spiritual development and furnish a
record of his pastoral teaching. The huge archive of personal papers in the Royal Library,
Copenhagen, contains everything from his passport with its details of height and eye
colour, through diaries and notebooks, teaching materials, texts of speeches and lectures,
letters received, copies of his correspondence with others, and progressive drafts of subse-
quently published works, to the voluminous raw materials of works which did not reach
publication. There are also, of course, the many published memoirs by people upon whose
life his life impinged.

In Gosse’s day, as he rightly observes, Grundtvig had significance “as a documentary
figure in the history of his country” by virtue of his struggle to reawaken the Danish na-
tional congregation, to revitalise the Danish Church, to establish principles of individual
liberty of conscience and of speech, to redefine the goals of education and give a hitherto
disempowered majority access to an appropriate education, and to promote — through
poetry and song as well as through more direct polemic and action — a historically-rooted
idea of nationhood and community that was inclusive and faced outwards to the world
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