CHRISTIANITY
'AND BUDDHISM

A Study of Jesus Christ, and a
Disciple’s Recollections of
the Swami Viveka- |
nanda.

N AN AGE which has not wyet fully
emerged from the pessimism and
doubt into which the destructive
analytical criticism of the last cen-

tury had cast its thought, it is a pleasure
to be able to welcome two boolis® which,
both dealing with matters of spiritual in-
sight on somewhat different planes of ex-
perience, yet agree in making a personal
religion the basis of thelr hope and
aspiration. And althoush one of these
books deals with a purely Eastern phase
of religious thought, none but the most
bigoted, probably, would see in that fact
matter for obljection.

In Chiistianity and in ITinduism (only
a broader title for that system of rellgious
thinkinz which Buddha found and on
which he impressed the image of his com-
manding personality), the principle of 8
divine love exhibiting itself through the
agency of a perfected sclf-humiliation
has reached at on«e its highest historic
examples and greatest historical resulls;
and the service which modern radieal
eriticism has done (often in spite of itsell)
has been in elearing, from the one the
débris of superstition which had grown
up around its heart, and from the other
tha prejudice which was as yeél unpre-
pared to acknowledze the relationship of
God to man in a universal rather than
in a local setting. In neither case, how-
ever, has the task which criticlsm set
forth to accomplish been completed al-
though neither can it be said that the
truth has not been already deflinitely en-
larged upon in both cases. The proof of
this Is in the reinvigorating Iimpulses
which are seen flowing into and out of
the veins of exch to-day.

Dr. Forsyith, in his study of Christ, has
gndertaken an analysis of his own con-
gtructive fzith in —a far larger Saviour
than the humane Jesus of mere religious
liberalism.” Frankly admlitting that " we
have no call to-day to prove the real man-
hood of Jesus,”” he scems to derive there-
from only greater justice for his finely
wrought argument, that the godhead in
Christ, in choosing to enter finite condi-
tions, inveolved no negation of his nature,
but the opposite, the * last assertion of
his nature a= jove,” and was no negation
of his frecdom, but, on the contrary, the
mightiecst and freest energy of his whola
will toward iis subjection as self-will.
“ Jt was not lHmitation s much as con-
centration.” And then, with profoundest
judgment, Dr. Fursyth concludes at the
puint where he began—namely, that " we
have come to a time in the growth of
Christian moral culture. when personal
relations and personal  endowments '”
must count for much more than any oth-
er: and in frunkly envisaging those old
errors which are the chicf danger in the
Church itself, ite reminds us that the true
reformation of humanity will have to be
sought not ** by amelioration, by reorgan-
ization, by programmes and polities,”” but

by the “ soul's new creation.” As to
how that siate is Lo be brought about,
however, we are told nothlng, and, al-

though its answer exists, of course, in-
ferentially, in a fine practice of the Chris-
tinn faith, vet that does not bring us im-
mediately nearer to the question of how
to get there. It is here that we may de-
rive some help from the Buddhistic con-
ception of man in his relation to God.

1n that neo-Buddhizm or revivalism (If
4t may be so termed), which has already
found at least one definite practical ex-
pression in the founding of the Indian re-
ligious order of Ramakrishna, and has
already sent (net unnoticed by Western
seliolars) its first missionaries from the
Fast to the West, the clalm iz made in
brhatf of an evangelicism which, without
either wholly renouncing the DBuddhistic
rigor of axcetic piety or losing Itscli in
the Hinduistic universalism, has borrowed
from Woestern mis=stonary =zoal, sccular
and religious, something of ils altilude
toward forrign roces and religions—wilh
this distinction, however, that having its
roots in that region of =aintliness, India,
it places pruciive even before fapth, and
realization ur oxpericnee ¢ven before r
demption.  Iere, then, we have a mf ns
of a more distiner and, perhaps, at tha
same time more devetinnal,  char cier
than any of which Christianity presents
a typ-—one which, if only as a trainingzg,
or as an exaraple in training, for personal
Teader=lap might be well ealculatied in

*THE PERSON AND PLACE OF Ji=sUlS
CHUIST. By 1. P, Yoarsyvih, 'oineigal o of
HMackney College., Hampstead., LDoston: The
Fllgrim Press, $1.0500

THE MASTER A5 I SATW _HIM., Nelnz Paxes
from: the Life of the Swami Vivekananda.
By hia disciple, Kivedita of Namakrishna-
Vivekananda., Longmans, Green & Co. $#1—

time to offer an appeal to the utilitarian
Western mind, even stronger than It of-
fers to the Orlental, with its Ingrained
preoccupation with the ideal, as ideal,
apart from any * setting Iin time and
space,."

It is at first slght only, In all such
differentine as are qualified under terms
such as worship, revelation, error or
guilt, grace, salvation, and so forth, that
Christianity and Buddhism would scem to
be ln dairect opposition to one another—
transcendism belng set over against im-
manence, absolutism against relatlvism,
and a divine pity showing itself as com-
passion against one which s felt as
strength, But while these differences are
much more explicit than implicit in any
higher slgnificance of their terms, with
modern evolutionory sclence ranging it-
seclf rather on the side of the older than
of the newer Interpretation, the transi-
tilon in thought from one to the other
may only find Itself a little accelerated.

THE SQUAW MAN’S SON

DWIN MILTON ROYLE has made
E the psychologiecal side of his novel,
“ Tha Silent Call*' (Charles Scrib-
ner's Sons, $1.50), as Interesting as its
dramatic action. _Its central figure i3
the son of the English lord who as the
Squaw Muan has been for Some years a
famillar figure in Alr. Royle's play of
that name. With hls double Inheritance
of race, there has come to him an endow-
ment of warring impulses, desires, Inher-
ent modes of thought and fecling. It was
no easy task the author set himself to
penetrate, conceive within himself and
then make understandable to his readers
the tangled motives, the contradictory
impulses, the opposing wishes and inhl-
bitions of & man into whose blood has
come the best of two races so widely dif-
ferent. In the main, he has acqulitted
himself f{airly well with thls task, and
his Calthorpe seems a real human being;
even if he ls, at times, a bit melodra-
matie, and talks as i{f he had read a good
deal of western fiction, and so knew just
what was expected of him. The story
opens In the West, in the same reglon’
as that of ** The Squaw Man.” Hither
the half-breed has returned, after hav-
ing been brought up and educated in
England and having had some years of
service In the army and other years of
dissipation In London. Most of the ac-
tlon—which s rapid, exeiting, dromatice—
tnkes place at the Indian agency, with
an interlude in London. There is trouble
over the discovery of wvaluable asphalt
deposits on land belonging to the In-
dians, and a struggle for jts possesslon;
and there is just as much trouble over
an Indian girl with whom the half-breed
falls in love. He already has a wife in
London, betlween whom and himself there
is no love lost. But the young man's
Anglo-Saxon sense of duty is strong, and
the situatlon grows more complicated as
the story proceeds. The interest centres
constantly in the guestions whether the
** silent call ** of his mother's people and
his mother's land will triumph over his
heritage from his father's race.

“FAIR AMERICA”

NTENDED primarily for very young
readers, INauthariie R, Crowell's ** Fair
America " {(George H. Doran & Co.)

is written in 2o romantic & spirit that it
can hardly fail to touch the imaglration
and arouse the inter2st ¢f young people
of varied ages, and ought to be an espe-
cially useful boox ito put Into the handa
of such as think they Jo not like history.
Beginning with the voyage of Columbus,
it gives brief glimpses of important en-
deavors and achievements which went
to the making and the development of
our Nation. Considered with reference
to the readers for whom it is Intended,
the method is admirable. I"or the book
pavs the least possible atlentlon to bals
tles and wars--of which there Is far too
much in nearly all histories—and takes up
instead the lines of social and Industrial
development along which the country
grew. ‘These are made vivid and dro-
matic by setting forward ® prominently
some one person or group identified with
a movement or an epoch, and telling
picturesquely what he or they did. It
would seem as if the author might have
introduced more of thesa phases of Na-
tirnal growth and so made her history a
Hittle mora nearly complote, Dut possibly
these scanty, bold outline skctches will
be more Impressive for childish minds
than would a picture of more detail, Sho
has surely err~d, however, in taking in
lier text =0 little arcount of the flight of
time., A very [ow more dates, and an oc-
csbenal roferenes 1o the =linpping by of a
bandred vours or =20 would have enabled
her young redsders to sce the story in
trucr perspeclive. And on the =tyle a
shadde less of the s:nlimental now and
then would have Leen more wholesoma,
A series of rather uniquoe picture charts,
with a full daseriptive key, gives the his-
tory of advauce from 1513 te 1910 in a
way that wiil be full of delight for young
minds.

Ehe New Jork Eimes

Copyright © The New York Times
Originally published July 16, 1910





