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Tabling of a motion

for a recommendation or resolution

L 4

A group of parliamentarians
(at least ten) tables a motion
for a resolution or recommendation
on a specific subject.

Refera mmittee

The motion is'€@mined by the PACE
Bureau which proposes to the Assembly

to refer it or not to theltelevant committee.

Vote on and adeption
of the text

At the end of the debate, the draft
report.—which can be amended -
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The Parliamentary Ass >mb 4,
of the Council of Europe "

The members of our Assembly directly represent 800 million
citizens. 800 million people with different cultures,
aifferent nationalities, a wide range of political views

and religious beliefs, but who are united by common values.
Values that are embodied in the Council of Furope’s

standards and principles. Values that can strengthen social

cohesion in our societies and further peace and stability

on our continent.

The Council of Europe is a vital international organisation

with a remarkably active and concerned Parliamentary
Assembly. This is our capital, our richness, in which we

should invest for the peace and welfare of Furope.

Mevliit CAV USOGLU
President of the PACF
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“I see these fwelve stars as uenminder that the world could become a better place if, from time jgame, we had the couraq,

10 look up ar the stars”

Vaclav Havel, President of the"Czech and Slovak Federal Republic

Parliamentary Assembly, 10 May 1990
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I experience on the ground

PACE representatives make periodic field visits throughout Europe to
collect information from which to draft Assembly reports. They also
make trips to monitor elections. PACE is constantly developing par-
liamentary diplomacy and promoting the active involvement of
parliamentarians in international relations.

I Buildingr parliamentary pactnerships

PACE co-operates with the European Parliament, the Parliamentary
Assembly of the OSCE and other international parliamentary
bodies to strengthen the influence of parliamentarians in
European and international affairs. It also serves as a parliamen-
tary platform for the OECD and has close links with several United
Nations specialised agencies.

I concrete cesults

The texts adopted by PACE - recommendations, resolutions and
opinions - serve as guidelines for the Committee of Ministers,
national governments, parliaments and political parties.
Eventually, through legislation and practice, these texts influence
and improve Europeans' lives.

I How 1t works

PACE meets four times a year for a week-long plenary session in the
Palais de I'Europe in Strasbourg. The 318 representatives and 318
substitutes are appointed by national parliaments from among their
members. Each country, depending on its population, has between
two and eighteen representatives, who provide a balanced reflection
of the political forces represented in the national parliament.

In addition to English and French, which are the Council of
Europe's official languages, PACE uses German, Italian and Russian
as working languages.

The Assembly's work is prepared by ten committees and a Bureau
comprising the President of the Assembly, the 20 Vice-Presidents,
the chairs of the five political groups and the committee
Chairpersons. The Assembly adopts three types of texts: recommen-
dations (to the Committee of Ministers), resolutions (which express
its own viewpoint) and opinions (on membership applications, draft
treaties and other texts submitted by the Committee of Ministers).

Issues currently being considered include:

® Protection and promotion of human rights and democracy

® Honouring of member states' obligations
and commitments

e Combating terrorism while respecting human rights
® Regional crises

® The situation of refugees and migrants

® [ntercultural and inter-religious dialogue

e Social cohesion

I political groups

EPP/CD Group of the European People's Party

SoC Socialist Group

EDG European Democrat Group

ALDE Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
UEL Group of the Unified European Left

I committees

84 seats

e Political affairs

® Legal affairs and human rights

® Economic affairs and development

® Social, health and family affairs

® Migration, refugees and population

e Culture, science and education

e Environment, agriculture and local and regional affairs

® Equal opportunities for women and men

® Honouring of obligations and commitments by member states
(monitoring)

27 seats

¢ Rules of Procedure, immunities and institutional affairs

* e —
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