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Former Globe-News employee pleads guilty
in thefts

Posted: Thursday, April 15, 2004
JIM McBRIDEjim.mcbride@amarillo.com
The Amarillo Globe-News

A former Globe-News employee pleaded guilty Wednesday to two felony theft charges linked to
embezzlement of company funds.

Former Production Director Stephen John Lindquist pleaded guilty to two counts of theft over
$20,000 but under $100,000. District Judge Abe Lopez of 108th District Court sentenced
Lindquist to 10 years of probation and ordered him to pay restitution totaling $90,789.38.

Lindquist, 45, paid $10,000 toward his restitution Wednesday.
A Potter County grand jury indicted Lindquist on the two theft charges last year.

One indictment alleged that Lindquist unlawfully exercised control over U.S. currency valued at
between $20,000 and $100,000.

The indictment alleged the theft was part of a continuing course of conduct that began June 8,
1999, and continued until Aug. 14, 2002.

The second indictment alleged Lindquist unlawfully exercised control over U.S. currency valued
at between $20,000 and $100,000.

It alleged the theft also was part of a continuing course of conduct that began Feb. 22, 1999,
and continued until Sept. 20, 2002.

Assistant 47th District Attorney Adrian Castillo said the thefts involved two schemes. One
scheme involved falsifying invoices paid to a company owned by Lindquist's father, and the
other involved improper receipt of funds from recycled scrap metals, Castillo said.

The charges are third-degree felonies punishable by two to 10 years in prison and a fine of up
to $10,000.

Lindquist, accompanied by attorney Charles Rittenberry, agreed to pay restitution over a 10-
year period and told the judge he understood the plea would cover all claims involving the
Amarillo Globe-News.

Lindquist, who had no previous criminal record, also submitted a restitution schedule to the
judge but said he would increase his monthly payments if he is financially able.

"If I can do more than that I will do so," Lindquist said.
Globe-News Publisher Les Simpson said he was glad to have the case resolved.

"I'm glad we are ending this sad chapter of the Globe-News. Justice was served and now we'll
move on," Simpson said. "I'm very appreciative of the hard work of the district attorney's
office to help us on this case."
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