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Foreword 

 
 
 
 
 
In September of 2008, a group of Old Clavians – the alumni/ae of the Bury 
Grammar Schools – people living and working outside Britain, gathered for 
a reunion at the Harvard University Faculty Club in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.  They were there to recall, commemorate and celebrate a 
very old connection between Harvard and the Bury Grammar Schools.   
 
 In the summer of 1640, a former Headmaster called Henry Dunster 
left England, with his brother, for Massachusetts and very shortly after 
landing in America Henry Dunster was appointed Harvard’s first President. 
 
 The reunion was the occasion for inaugurating the Henry Dunster 
Society, to bring together from time to time overseas alumni/ae of the 
Schools and to support new initiatives for the Schools.  This is one of those 
initiatives.   
 
 As a commemoration of the 350th birthday of Roger Kay on 21 
September 1663, the Henry Dunster Society is pleased to support the re-
publication of a book originally published in 1976, to mark the 250th 
anniversary of Roger Kay’s re-founding of the School.   
 
 The book has long been out of print.  We appreciate the foresight of 
the Schools in granting permission to bring the book back to life.  It is 
worth re-publishing now for several reasons.   
 
 It contains, for one thing, a skillful and sweeping interpretation of the 
history of the School by Derek Hodgkiss.  School history is treated in much 
greater detail by Ian Fallows, in the official school history published in 
2001.  But for those who want to grasp the major milestones in brief  
Hodgkiss’s work is invaluable.  We are happy to bring it back into 
circulation. 
 



 The book also contains a deeply philosophical essay by John Robson, 
written on the eve of the Schools’ declaration in 1976 that they would 
continue to exist as independent, rather than as state maintained, 
institutions.  Robson discusses quite openly and straightforwardly the need 
for the Schools to rely on fund-raising to stay alive and vibrant, and lays out 
the basis for believing that such support might be forthcoming from various 
sets of people who are stakeholders in the future of the Schools.  
 
 The last chapter of the book is a short history by Sonia James of Bury 
Grammar School Girls.  This is the only detailed history of the Girls’ School 
in existence, and was reproduced verbatim by Fallows in his own book 
about the School, in lieu of attempting to tackle the history of the Girls’ 
School himself from scratch. 
 
 The 1976 book is also notable because it contains a discussion of the 
appointment of a headmaster, a process that has just been repeated, albeit 
in the very different circumstances of 2013, in the Boys’ School, as Richard 
Marshall succeeds Steven Harvey and Marshall becomes the first ever head 
appointed from within.   
 
 And there is an equally timely discussion in the book by Carl 
Boardman of a perennial topic, making ends meet, and of how the School 
put together the money it needed to keep going towards the end of the 
nineteenth century. 
 
 There is, in short, a lot in the 1976 book that bears close study and 
careful reflection, even after almost forty years.  We are particularly struck 
by the opportunity the re-publication of the book provides to juxtapose the 
lives and contributions of Henry Dunster and Roger Kay.   
 
 Both men assumed the leadership at critical moments in their history 
of educational institutions that were literally on their last legs.  Both had to 
give, and did give, as the historical record plainly shows, very careful and 
sustained attention to issues of endowment and constitution – where would 
they find the money to keep going, and to thrive, and what basic set of rules 
should guide the conduct of those entrusted with institutional governance?   
 
 There is absolutely no question that if Dunster and Kay had not 
succeeded in working these issues through, as they did, to a viable 
conclusion neither Harvard University nor the Bury Grammar Schools 



would now exist.  Over the intervening centuries others made vital 
contributions as well.  At Bury, this re-publication provides a welcome 
opportunity to think again, for example, about the contributions made by 
William Howlett, who was Headmaster from 1879 to 1919 and effectively 
the third founder of the School, after Henry Bury who first endowed it and 
Roger Kay who saved it.  
 
 Since the days of Dunster and Kay, the two institutions involved have, 
of course, followed very different trajectories.  And the very happy and 
prosperous balance between constitution and endowment that Harvard has 
achieved is one that Bury still strives to emulate.   
 
 So, it is now time to think again and to think deeply about 
endowment and constitution at the Bury Grammar Schools.  Those Old 
Clavians who live and work overseas can play an important part, we believe, 
in moving forward with that agenda.  And we hope that the re-publication 
of the 1976 Roger Kay commemorative book will serve as a trigger for that 
work to proceed apace. 
 
 
 
 
Anthony S. Tavill, M.D., F.R.C.P., F.A.C.P. 
Emeritus Professor of Medicine, Case Western Reserve University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Hon. President, The Henry Dunster Society 
 
Geoffrey Wandesforde-Smith, Ph.D. 
Emeritus Professor of Political Science, University of California, Davis 
Founder, The Henry Dunster Society 
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