L2/06-181

TO: Unicode Technical Committee

FROM: Ralph Cleminson, Univ. of Portsmouth, and Deborah Anderson, Script
Encoding Initiative, UC Berkeley

RE: L.2/06-042 Proposal for Additional Cyrillic Characters

DATE: 8 May 2006

The following are responses to the UTC regarding L2/06-042, Proposal for Additional
Cyrillic Characters.

1. The UTC requests CYRILLIC LETTER REVERSED DZELO be renamed to CYRILLIC
LETTER REVERSED DZE

Ok.

2. RE: COMBINING CYRILLIC TEN THOUSANDS SIGN: Would COMBINING
ENCLOSING CIRCLE (U+20DD) do?

The human reader can only tell the difference by the context, not by the shape of
the glyph, therefore, if I understand current policy correctly, an annotation to
U+20DD COMBINING ENCLOSING CIRCLE should be sufficient.

Please add an annotation to U+20DD saying that it can be used as the Cyrillic ten
thousands sign.

3.(a) UNDIFFERENTIATED JER (used in transcribing documents where it is impossible
to differentiate between CYRILLIC SMALL LETTER HARD SIGN and CYRILLIC
SMALL LETTER SOFT SIGN) : Do Slavicists use this mark and can an example be
provided?

Yes, this mark is used quite regularly. See example in figure i below (but with a
poor glyph, due to limitations of Soviet typography).
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1-1 Hanueano ua 4ee0M nOAe, GCMAEKA; dasee sauepknymo IejoMb Tefpb bk sa mpe-
MEOTYI0 TBOK K ce|Gh MicTs uaro manyeu: (fasee Oyrea e yunaemes) 0M RPeTBANBATIRE |
HIDAZ i RUPed § TeOS 0 Toa Ke MICTHE Ipo|my moxkanyw OyiH K Hiw MIcpIL; datee novep-
rvom A. H. Besotpaaoasa. 2 Tax @ pEn. i Taex 8 prn., mmunnoms BOMOTHPEHLIO

fig.i: 17th-century document as published in S. I. Kotkov, L. I. Tarabasova, Ilavam#uxu
Dyeckozo wapoorozo pascosoprozo Asvika X1 11 cimoaemua (s gporoos A. . Besodpasoéa), Moscow,
1965.

Examples of UNDIFFERENTIATED JER

3. (b) BLENDED JUS: Please provide an example.

See below.
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4. The UTC requested a sample showing COMBINING BREVE vs. COMBINING
KAVYKA.

The COMBINING BREVE character is differentiated by its shape, which is

narrower than the KAVYKA. Additional information will be provided by the
next UTC meeting.

5. CYRILLIC COMBINING PAEROK: Why can’t U+033E be used?

This character is to be distinguished from U+033E COMBINING VERTICAL
TILDE because of its variant glyph shapes. There are two common variants of the
paerok: one is similar to U+033E (lower one in image below), but the second
common variant (upper one in image below) is quite different. An example of
the combining PAEROK can be seen in figure ii below (page 4).

V o o~
ﬂfww,l,l& . Hpmums cfrpoz
16pTA
r S 4 7 2N .
§IA 34:1@51'4@. 4
mfuh H,ﬁorm‘m :
;7 P
_WEAE‘!EHA . 'T'O'flfd °
neisn f,t';,ﬁnmm )
bi gon ?ﬂ#ﬂ\
mffﬁ'& ﬁanfecﬂ'rim o
HB!‘W’EHM
EfHK'L“ u{'x, o
ﬁpaxm Mf‘rﬂ rrm( ),
s/
MAWHM\ BMFTHA:_?:-.;

1631 Primer


dwanders
Oval

dwanders
Oval

dwanders
Oval


6. Can clearer examples of the COMBINING CYRILLIC ISO and COMBINING
CYRILLIC APOSTROF be provided? Particularly helpful would be examples showing

how the acute (or grave) and combining marks appear differently when occurring alone

vs. when they appear in combination in the iso or apostrof.

Additional information is being collected. Examples of COMBINING CYRILLIC
ISO and APOSTROF, as well as the acute (oxia), grave (varia) and smooth
breathing (legkaja) are shown on figure ii below.

Fig.ii.

Ex. 2
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tig.ui: Otpis na list Ipatija Potyja, Ostrih, 1598

Ex. 1 shows smooth breathing (legkaja), APOSTROF, and grave (varia).
Note that the smooth breathing has a glyph variant in which it is rotated
90 degrees counterclockwise.

Ex. 2 shows an acute (oxia), smooth breathing (legkaja), and the 1SO.

Ex. 3 (circled) shows the COMBINING PAEROK, different in shape from
COMBINING VERTICAL TILDE.



