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FUNGAL FEEDING BY
YELLOW-TAILED

BLACK-COCKATOO

Larvac ol wood-boring insects and sccds of
trccs and shrubs are belicved to contposc thc
Inrjor part of the dict of the Yellow-tailcd Black-
Cockatoo Calyptorh y-nt lrus flr lercrrs (Mclnnes
and Carnc  l97 i ]  and re fc rcnces  therc in ) .

In Mlrch l9ll9. two Ycllow-tailctl Black-
Cockatoos wcrc observcd in Blackwoocl ,,1cacia
nclatrcxtlon swamp ncar Togari in north-west
Tasmania (grici rcfcrcncc 320-5 54689). One bird
pcrchcd on  a  th in  vc r t i ca l  s tem and ca l l cd  as  the
othcr  tcd .  Thc  lccc l ing  t r i rd  c lung to  a  l r roken
tlcitd Lcptosltcnnrrlr trunk 5 m in hcight and
approx imate ly  20  c rn  d ia rnc tc r  a t  b reas t  l rc igh t .  I t
fcd bv l i l .rping small picccs (4x2 cm) of bark fron't
thc  t runk  w i th  i t s  bcak .  1 'hc  p ieces  o f  bark  wcrc
tu rned over  an t l  thc  inncr  sur face  o f  thc  bark  was
scr  apcd by  thc  lo$cr  beak .  Examin l l t ion  o f  p ieces
of bark clroppctl irt thc brsc of t ltc trunk rcvc.l lcd
i r  l l yc r  o f  wh i tc  mi r te r ia l  about  0 .5  mrn  th ick
cover in -g  thc  inncr  sur lacc .  S t r ips  o f  th is  wh i te
I r la tc r ia l  had becn rcmovcc l  $hcrc  the  b i r .ds  b i l l
hacl scrapccl thc surfacc. Around 20 pcr ccnt t l1'
lhc lnatcrial hacl trccn rcrrovcd bv tlr is scrzrping.
Micnrscop ic  cxan l ina t io r r  o f  the  wh i tc  matc r ia l
(by  A lan  Mi l l s .  Un ivcrs i t l "  o t  Tasmania)  showcd
it to trc conposctl ol hyphomvcctcs lungi and
s l in rc  motL ld  g rowing  in  thc  cambiun  o I  the  l ]a rk .

I ' c tc r  Brown (c i ted  in  B lakcrs  c r . r / .  1984)  has
obscrvcd Yellow t i lccl Black-Circkatoos in'I 'asmanil 

cutting open anal cating hcartwoocl of
regcnerating cucalypts. This bchaviour maly allso
bc  assoc ia tcd  w i lh  funga l  l cec l ing .  Mar t in  (1979)
has conclrrded that thc contposition of lungal
t i ssuc  nrakes  i t  a  des i rab lc  rcsourcc  c i thc r  as  a
d ie ta ry  s tap le  o r  as  l  n l inor  d ie ta ry  component
wh ich  p lov idcs  sonrc  par t i cu la r  nu t r ien t  miss ing
l ro ln  thc  res t  o f  thc  d ic t .
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19i i9.  Surfcy Bert)  . t  Son\  I ' ly  L inr i lcd.  ( 'h ipping Nof lon

I  wirs rcccnt l )  tok i  the c i rcumstanccs surfoLrndinq Doug
Do* s i i rsr  cncounrcr  u i lh co opcral ivc brccdir rg whcn hc
canrc (( )  Aust l . l l rLr  to carfv oul  r  sruciy o l  ALrs l r i r l ian bi rds.
Hi lv inS rrr iv , id i I l  Au\ t I r l i i t .  l )ouL (one t intc RAOU
l ' fesklcnt)  bcgln scarching l i ) r : r  sui labfu subjccr  ro \ tudf .
Noisy N{ i r f fs  around rhc caDpus ()1 rhe
tJnivers i ly  o i  Quecn\ land whcrc Doug \ !as \ t l l ioncLi  i tnd hc
bcgan () l )ser ! in8 ncsts.  As hc walchcd vour)g l rc lDs lcd in thc
ncst  he nol iccd thr l  i rn ldul l  carry ing t rxrd was in nroul t .  This
wr\  \ur f r is ins s incc e\pcr ic  cc f ionl  lhc northcrn hcrr isphcrc
(r) l ( l  h i ln that  b i rds usur l lv  ncvcr brccd rnd moul t  r r  thc sanrc
tr r r re.  i rs  lh is was nol  encrget ic l t l lv  cf l ic icnt .  I Iowcrcr .  not  onl ,v
wrts (hcrc one rdul l  io  nr(nr l t  fccdi lg younS l t  th is ncsl .  bul
thcfc wc.c scvel i r l  d i l lercnl  adul t \  in  d i l fcrc r  moLr l l  s l r tes.
D . ' u , '  ' r . r r i  J  " 1 , \ ,  r , J  r l ) ,  \ , , . \  M r n ( r .  u c r .  i , , - , , l t r ' : ' r i r q
bfccdcrs rnd thr l  lhe nr()u l t in!  b i fds x 'crc in Iacl  helper\  r l
t h e  n e s l .


