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Summary
During the period 1994-1997, the concentrations in water of several kinds of pesticides applied to paddy
fields were examined in the main rivers in Kochi Prefecture and in the irrigation canals which ran on the
periphery of paddy fields.

1. A herbicide, thiobencarb, was mainly detected in the irrigation canals which ran on the periphery of paddy
fields and by water gates in the lower reaches of the canals. But, it became undetectable in about 2-3 weeks
after reached its peak of a maximum concentration of 4.1 ppb.

2. For insecticides, BPMC was detected with frequency, while MEP and etofenprox were rarely detected.

3. For fungicides, although IBP, isoprothiolane and flutolanil were detected, they became undetectable in 1-2
weeks after their highest concentrations were observed.

4. The concentration of pesticides in river water in Kochi Prefecture was lower than in other prefectures and
fell rapidly with time.

5. Any pesticides targeted in the examination were not detected in the None river, Hane river, Nahari river

and Yasuda river among the rivers in the eastern part of Kochi Prefecture.

Key words: pesticide survey, river water, irrigation canal.
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