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PUNCTIONS AD RESFONSIRILITIES OF THE WELFARE BRANCH

Broadly speaking, the fimctions of the Welfare Branch are,
wnder the direction of the Administrator, to provide and administer
native, child, and cammmity welfare services (including pre~school
education) throughout the Northorn Territory. This means in effect
that the Welfare Branch is responsible in the Northern Territory for
those services nomally provided and administered by State Depart-
ments concerncd with child, social, family, and native welfare,

These functions are given legislative cxpression in a
runber of ordinances, the chief of which are the Welfare, Woerds
Employment and Child Welfare Ordinonces.

Steted speeifically, the responsibilities of the Branch
include -

a) Plaming, provision, and administretion of native wclfare services
involving ~

ii) the provision of educational services;

iii) the provision and conduct of infant welfare and nursing
sexvices;

iv; the provision of focd end catering servicess

v} the devclopment of training programmes and courses and

the supervigion of employmont cenditions throughout
the liorshcn Territory-

vl) the coordination and, in oertain fields, the supervizion
of the vork of missions,

ii the manoganaent of native settlements;

b) Plenmdng, provision, snd olministration of ohild, family, and
oommmmity welfare zsorvices involving -

1) the care and mainteiance of State children;

ﬁ.; the provision of aspistance wmder Section 8(f) of the
Relfore Ordinance (under this seotion assistance can
be given to such persons as pensioners, wnemployed,
those secking homes, mentelly 111, ex-prisoners,
alcoholics, elc,)s

141) the establishment and manegement of probationary services;

iv) the provision of housing for part coloured families;

v) the prevision of counsclling and fomily guldance sexvioes;

vi) the adinisiration of the schame for the education of pexte-
coloured children in other States;

vii; the cgtablishmant md menagemert of recal ving homes;

viii) the oo ordination of the work of missions and other bodies

con jerned wilh the care and mainteence of dhildren

comt tted to their charge.

0) Planmdng, provision, end administration of pre~school education
involving

1) direction, supcovision, end frapection of all pre-school
aeffy
ii; ozga:ﬂ.sa{:ion £0d training courses for pro-school assistants;
idi) 1iei:xn between Velfare Branch, paremt commitbess, end other
gonps Inlerested in pre-school education;
iv) planiing of pro-school centres, sclection of aites and
resreral layout of equipment,

d)} Administr Sion of the sohane for grants to cultural, sporting, and
welfare organiset’cns to improve their facilities and extend thelr
activitios,

o) Administration of ‘the acheme for estoblishing and cperating hostels
for school childr iy and young working pecple in the Northern
Terxritcxy,



Ha

ORGANTSATION AND ADMINISTRATION

Although the Director of Welfare (Mr. H,C. Giese) took up
duty in the Northern Territury in late October 1954, native affairs
continued to be administcred under the provisions of the Aboriginais
Ordinance and the regulations msade thereunder, and for scme time
therenfter the Branch continued to operate only in the netive welfare
field,

Mr. H.C. Glese tock over his statutory duties as the first
Director of Welfare on the 13th May, 1957, with the commencement of
the Welfare Ordinance and the promulgation of the Welfare Regulationa.

The Branch is divided on a functionsl basis into four
divisions: Natlve Welfare, Child, Family and Social Welfare, Pre-
Schocl Bducation, and Administration. Witkhin this finctional arrange-
ment four District Welfore Officers located in Darwin, Katherine,
Termant Creek, and Alice Springs are responsible for the admindstration
of welfare activities in these centres and the surrounding districts.

The Native Welfare Division

This dlvision is wnder the direct control of the Assisbant
Director of Welfare who took up dubty in the Northern Territory on the
1st October, 1955, and who has the following sections under his
drection, end in the control of senior officers:

(&) Educaticn

This section is responsible for the plamming, adminpistration,
and supervision of education on settlements, missions, and
pastoral properties, and is controlled by the Senior Education

Qfficer.

(v) Employment

This section is responsible for administering the provisions
of the Wards Employment Ordinance and Reguletions, and the
development of training progremmes and courses. It is cantrolied
by the Senior Employmant Officer.

(e) Social Welfare
This section is responsible for a wide range of activitlea
inelding -
(i) the training of field staff;
(11} the provision of catering and food services;
(i71) the adwinistrotion of henlth and hygiee sexrvioces;

(1v) the furtherance of developmental and training projects
on native settlements;

(v) the maintensncc of the Rogister of Wards;

(v1) the recording snd preparstion of statistics not within
the province of the Education and Employment sections;

(vii) the fostering of social attitudes eamongst sborigines
which will assist them towards; zssimilatien in the

local eccnomic and socizdl spheorc.

The seotion is controvlled by the Chr.of Welfure Officer,
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The Child, Familv. ond Commmmnity Welfore Diviasion

Full responsibility for child welfare was transferred to the
Welfare Branch in February 1959 when the Child Welfare Ordinsnce
came into force. Until this date the child welfare services had
been operated by the State Childrents Council using ficeld gtaff
attached to District Welfare Offices,

The Administrative Officer (Goneral Welfare) who took wp duty
ont the 1lth Sepiember, 1958, is responsible directly to the Director
of (Child) Welfare for the planning, provision, ond administration
of child, family, and community welfare services throughout the
Northern Territory, He is responsible for tho administration of the
rrovisions of the Child Welfare Ordinance and of Section 8(f) of the
Welfare Ordinance which provides assistance tc persons vho are in
Indigent or necessitous cireunstances or who through physical or
mental handicap require special care and assistance.

In the main, the Administrative Officer (Genmeral Welfare) works
through the Distriet Welfarc Officers and thc field staff (mainly
female Welfare Offioccrs) abtached to the District Welfere Offices,
expept in relation o the Receiving Home in Darwin which he directly
conbrols,

Iho Pre-fSchool FEducation Division

The sdministration of pre-school education was transferred
to the Welfarc Brayoh from the Dducakion Branch in Ochtober 1954 and
a Supervisor of Pre-School Education wos appointed and took wp duby
in the Territory on the lst Novarbeor, 1555,

Thls officer is directly responaible to the Director of
Welfare for the plonning, provision, ond administration of pre-school
centres for white and port~coloured children throughout the Northemn
Territory; at the same time, in association with the Senior Education
Officer, she plans and directs the work of pre-school tenchers and the
develomment of pre~school centres for children on native settlements.

The Adminigtrative Division

This division ia controlled by an Administrative 0fficer who
1s responsible directly to the Director of Welfare, The dlvision
contains a mmber of sections including Works and Services, Subsidles,
Investigations (of financial procedures and controls), Canteens, and
Staff. A Senior Clerk maintnins Jlrect supervision of these seotions.

The Admindistrative Officer is also regponzible for the
organisation and administration cf the works forge which onxrries out
those aspects of the works progremes for which the Branch is responsible
as the agent of the Department of Works, =md for which the Branch is
itself now regponsible as part of the minor works programme,

To asslist him with the carrying out of this programame, the
Admird strative Officer has three Works and Services Officers, two of
whon arce stationed in Darwin and one in Alice Springs.

For the present the Director of Welfare has, os Chaimman of
the Central Gronts Commitice, accepbted responsinvility for the generol
2dmind stration of financial grants to be used for cultural, sporbting,
and coammmity welfarc purposes; however, when the Administrative
Officer (Genoral Welfare) is fully staffcd this responsibility beocuse
of its strong relationship with child, family, ond commmity welfare
work will be transferred to that division,
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Similarly, in the sbscnce of a properly stallfed child,
family, ond cormnmity welfere division, the Director of Welfarc has
aoccptod responsibility for the negotiations with dhareh and mdssion
groups interested in proposals for the cstoblisilment of hostels for
school childrcen and young working persons in the Northern Territory.

This aspect of the work of the Branch will alsc be ‘trans-

ferrcd to the Administrative 0fficer (General Welfare) when he is
gearcd Yo acccpt the responsibility,

REVIEW OP ACTIVITIES

The year under review hns been in some respocts a mosth
difficult and frustrating one; it we, nevertheless, marked by steady
progress, particularly in the field of native welfare, snd there axre
importent deveclopments to report in the field of child welfare alsoc,

The Welfare Branch, as distinct fxom the Native Affairs
Branch, has now been operating for approximately five years. Over
that pariod much expericnce has bewn gained in the administration of
the progrommes entrusted to it and in the most effective methods to
be used in carrying out those programmes, At the seme time, it is
valuable, and indeed nocessary, to make a critical roview of the
organisation to see whether in fact it 1s adequate for the functions
and responsibilities which the Branch is salled upon $o discherge,
and to examine the methods used to scc whother thesc ore as offective
and as efficient as they should be to ensble these functions and
responsibilities to be discharged effectively., Such a veview is
currently in hnnd,

After some 2 years of opcration, it is cvident that cerbain
provisions of the Welfare Ordinance need amendment. Sociasl welfare is
a. dynamic f1eld and policy must be nmended from time to time to bake
aocowntt of the changing needs and requirements of the peorle for whom
the legislation in force ig designed. A review slong these lines has
been proceeding durding 1958/59 in reapect o the Welfare Ordinance,
in the light of the experience gained in its administration.

Perhaps the most importent single developmerdt durdng the
year was the commencement of the Child Welfare Ordinance o replace
the State Children's Cowneil Ordinance and, with this, the acceptamce
by the Branch of ffull responaibility for the development of child
welfare services in the Northerm Teorritory. The Ordingnce itgelf,
modelled ag it 1s on the best of the Australisan and overseas legls-
lation in this field, will wndoubtedly provide the legislative frame-
work by meemg of which effeotive child welfare scxvices to meet the
changing needs of the Northern Territory in this regard can bo
developed,

On tho native welfare side the completion of the new settlo-
ment at Papunys, the second such establisiment to be completely built
by a works force ocmprising both Furopesns and natives under the
control of the Bronch, has marked another importont development and
proscobs stIY further ovidence of the extent to which the native
peopies, through their own lobour, o assist in the consbtruction of
buildings and services which they will themselves use.

The first oomplete settlement to be ostablished by the
Welfare Branch (at Warrabri) has for most of the perdod been staffed
at a level which has enabled the Branch to taokle thoroughly the
problens surrounding education, health, training, and anployment of
natives on that settlament ond in the arca gonerally,
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Byoadly specking, it may be said that ¢hc methods used
in the precrome ledd dovr te induce social chanee vimy-ot these
(Contred Avstrndisan) netives have damonstroted their o rth in temms
of lower infant rortadity, improved health of childror and younge
poople, improved cducationnd sbindards ond atlojrmertc, nd {the
ability of mon trmined at the settlanant to agage riccesgfully in
mployment oubside the confines of the settlanent prover, (Sece
Appendix I'I'Pl!)

Purther satisfactory development in this ficld may
reasonably be oxpected az the effects of pre-school educotion, home
menaganent and domestio troiming, and a wider ronge of techniosd
txoining for the youny men, beogin to show themselwes with tho passago
of time. Granted a wider range of facilities ond an increased number
of qualified teachers and skilled demenstrotors, this settlament will
in the fubure be ia 2 positlon to tavkle effcotively mary of tho
problans asgociated with tho assimilation of the aboripgine.

At the present time, and as a matter of policy, emphosis
ig bednp placed on the education and training of youmg natives on
risslons, scttlements, and ot pastoral property schocls, with the
gtated intention of fitting thom ¥o take their placc in the ceonanie,
soeiad, and political lifc of the Northarn Territory. There could be
real dangers in oducating and training young notives without there
being a clear conception of $the place which they will occupy in the
Neorthern Texrritory's economy upon completion of that training.

I short, thore must be the closest rclotionship bebween
education and training of natives md the cconomic opportunities
availoble to them in a developing Northern Territory econougy,

Purther work has been done following discussion with
interesfed organisctions in the drafting of the Words Employment
Rgmulations and at the and of the year under review the regulations
were in the hands of the drafting officers and printer, It may now
be confidanbly expected that very early in the new yeoy the Ordinonce
will come into foree and the repulations be promulgated,

Phese regulations merk a substantial advenoe on those
previously enacted ond in fact represent the first real attempt to
write an industrial code for the amploymant of natives in vardous
industries in the Northern Territcry. They dnclude compensation
provisions for the first time ond require employers to provide
Improved standards of acconmodation and other facilitics for wards
amployed in the pastorml and other industries,

One of the important tasks which must fooe the Employmont
Advisory Board, which will be established wnder the Wards Employment
Ordinmoee as soon as that Ordinance bocomes effectkive, will be a
oritical review of the fubure econanic dovelopment of the Northem
Territory, with particulaxr attention peld to the actual number of
amployment opportumitics (in g1l sections of the soonomy) for natives,

Thls revior must extend to all scotions of the ceconcmy for
it is as felse to assume that every mole adberigine is potentially a
stockmon as it is to assume thot every Chinese is potentielly a
lawndrymen, The fact is that their ebilitics wary as is so amongst
any white population,

An esteblishment ¥o plan, administer, and operate notive
education in the Northern Territory was not provided wmtil 1950,
when the Camonwealth 0ffice of Edusation as the agent of the
Department of Territorlcs commenced operutions, In Jnnuary 1956,
control of the administration of native elucetion passed to the
Welfare Bransh fram thoe Camponwealth Office of Equeation and late
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in 1957 ~ Senicr Eduenticn Officer commenced duty i the Northern
Porritory,

This sccticn is the only scetion in the Brerch which can
be regoadled as reasonobly stoffed to undortake the werl to be done;
as a result, durdiny the 1358/59 year minimum inspecticn and advisory
services have, for the first time, been provided to rdssion, settleo-
ment, and pastornl proporby schools throughout the Northern Terrditory.

There can bc no doubt that these sarvices when fully
devaloped w1l mterislly influence the standnrd of instruction in
all schools for native children emd should bring with it sane rcal
rrogress ond develomment in the ficld of native education, However,
this will remain the case only if the soction is geared in temms of
staflf to meeh its full obligobions consistent with the inoreasing
enrolment of notlve children in mission, settlement, end pastorel
Property sohools, !

Mission schools arc now being cquipped by the Goveryment
on the same basis sz scttlement schools and the coverming authoritics
are being cnoouraged, through capitnl subsidies, to crect adoquate
facilities for schooling, In 1958/59, £10,000 of school furnibure
and ogquirment was made aveiloble to the missions, and new sohools
have bean huilt et Elcho Islond, Qenpelli, Rose River, Santa Teresa,
and Yirrkala, Additions werc made to the schools at Groote Eylendi
and Roper River,

New school buildings were erected at Amconguna and Poyogya
Settlemants,

The dovelopmant of pre-schools at Warrabri, Yuendumu, and
Bungalow Scottloments has demonstrotod conclusively the value of the
cariy approach to the temohing of English, basic hyglene, and health
skills, as well as in freining in grow cxpericnces., With the
educgtion of methers in child eare, the pre-school is also providing
& valusble follow—-an from the infont wolfare service.

There is stil} nced, however, for a thorough review of
cducational facilities and staffing on settlements, miasions, and
pastoral properties. It is cestimnted that of a $otal of 3,900
aboriginal children of school age some 3,092 axo now receiving
primayy education of some sort, Facilities and staffing particulardy
Of migsion schools arc by no means satiafacbory. Menns must be found
to ensure that within a reasonable period all aboriginal children of
2ohool age 3n the Noxthern Territory will have access to sohools
fitbed to moct their speeisl noeds, A detailed review of this
Position has just been staxrtod,

There have alwoys bocn grave ddfficuliies in recruiting
sufficient axperimoed teachers to staff the Branch settlemant s chools
throyghout the Noxthemn Territory. In an effort to overcome thesa
A fricultios en approach was made to State Education Departmants to
Seoond teachers for shortetenmn appointmont — in most enscs wp to Hwo
years = to work with the Branch, with the option at the end of that
temn of the teachors remoiming with Northern Territory Administrotion
in retum for the Commonwealth reinbursing the States for the eest of
thadr training, As a result of this approach, nine teachers werc
Provided by the various State Bduwcation Departmerts, in some ocases
With ommsidersble dislocation to their omn staffing requircments,

‘It is fitting that in this repert a twribute should be paid
to the oo~cparation of $he various State Direotors of Education in
8ssigting the Aministration in this woy.
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An atterpt wms rmade during the vear under reviow to commence
recrultment of Yoochers-in-trairing so that youwys people could be
specially trained for cducationsl work on scttlanents, but the
response vas disappointing, It is roped, however, thot follovdng
advertisanents in the now yveor sufficiunt young people will cowc
forvard te enable the first growp to commance troining ot the
Australian School of Pacifie Adminlstrotion, and that at leact sume
of these young people will come fruam those campleting thely secondary
education in the Northerm Territory.

The major difficulty con the adainistrative side has boen to
i1l the large nmumber of vacant positions in the Branch with persons
having the right qualifications and experdience for the work, In o
total establisimert of 258, including 174 permonent positions, thexe
were still 102 temporary officers and 78 positions not occupied,

The work of the Branch canmot be carried out cffectivdly wnder thesc
conditions, ond the prcblem must be tackled vigorously over the next
twelve months 1f the grine achicved dwdny 1958/59 arc to Dbe
consolidated.

There are still gerious and frustrting dcdlays in clearing
staff proposals and in the recruitment and appointment of sbtoff;
and wtl some mesns oan be found to cbviate these delays then thore
must be ineffceetive aduindstration in saoe sceebions,

Coupled with the imability to £ill wvacant pesitions and
the dlovmess of recruitment hos been the incrense in responsibilities
which the Branch has been required to accept owing to the growth of
the Fuaopean and part-coloured population ond to more of 4he no¥ive
people coming under closcr control -nd supervision,

Pifficulties are still poscd, too, by the gencral living
oconditions of a large muber of pecple in the Northem Terxitory,
There ore still large migratory groups of single men, contres of
Population are still widely scattored, mnd these factors, togethar
with a Jack of stability in family relotionships, parbicularly smong
the pert-coloured commmities, has further camplicated a difficult
Problem,

Another frugtrating foctor has been the difficulty of
obtaining adequate transport to enoble the increaging field
responaibilitics and inspection work of the Branch to be met,
Unless some carly remedy to this ocanbe secen a complete breckdown
of inspections of pastorsl propertics and some missions rmst be
cxpected,

_ Beocause of the shortage of staff particularly at the
serior admdrdastrative level in the Native Welforce division and the
conontration of the time of scnior offloers in inspection and
supervision work on missions, institutions, end settlements, it has
not been possible to oomplete a thorowgh roview of the methods belng
used in the various sections, the final preparation of prooedurc
and training manuals, and the regular canduct of treining ocourses
ond oconfeorences. FPerhaps these have been some of the most frustras
ting exporicenoes in the Branch over the last tweolve momths; they
are adao the ones on which remedial action is most vitally needed.

The year under revicw hos becn marked by the most sustained
oriticisn in some quarters of the Welfare Ordinmce and its adminie
strmtion by the Branch, However, it is perhops not fully recopnlsed
that the ficlds in which the Bronch operates present many ecomplex
yroblems and this is porticularly so in the ficld of nntive welfare
where thare are few precedents and principles on which ¢ basc a
sottled progromme of work,
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It roy oven be worth cboerving at this point thet the
sclutions to complox sceled problaoms often seem more appercht to
people who have 1ittle dircet contact with the work rather then to
officers charged with the respensibility of grappling with the
situation at first hond, The Welfare 0fficers whose duties require
them to be occoupied comtdnuwusly on ficld work hove the advantage
of this experience; in addition, rost of thom have olready hed
spcelal troining in onc or other ficld of sceinl science. They can
give and have given over a period consecutive thought to the
obviocus and also the wderlying clrcumstonoes swrounding any
particular casc.,

In cvery ficld of its work the Welfare Branch is
dealing with human beings many of whom are living under disad-
vantageous conditions within a dynamic and chenging social order.
Steady development of this work will call for sustained pabience
ard understanding on the part of all officers of the Branch and
for clear thinking and clear directives on the part of those
ocolled wpom to direct their work,

There is & very reml neced to kecp people in the Northern
Territory and elsewherc betier informed on the objectives of the
wclfare programme particularly in the native welfare field, and on
what is being done and being achicved. They must alsc be kept
avare of what remains to be done. This muat be regarded as o mosd
important finction of the Branch in the years to come and ome which
must and will be vigorously tackled in the fubure,
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PART I : WELFARE OF ABCRIGINES

POLICY

The palicy of the Commonweslth Yovermment with respect to
abtorigines in the Northern Territory is to promote and direct social
change amongst them in such a way that, whilst retaining connections
with and pride in their aboriginal ancestry, they will become indis~
tinguishable from other members of the Australian community in
manner of life, standards of living, occupations, and participation
in community effairs, It is impartent for the success of this
process of assimilation thet Australian citizens should be ready end
willing to accept aborigines in the wider community as fellow citizens
in all regpects; it is equally impartent thet eborigines should be
encauraged to detach themselves from their present position of group
separateness and solidarity and become merged as individuals in the
generel community.

The legislative basis for this policy is contained in the
Welfere Ordinance 1953-1957, This Ordinance makes adequate provi-
sion for the care and welfare of sborigines, but, in so doing, does
not digtinguish them on the grounds of sither colour ar racial crigin
from other persons or groups in the community standing in need of
special care or assistance, Aborigines who are considered capable of
managing their own affairs without Government assistance, therefare,
are not under any meagure of control, under the provisions of the
Ordinance, either by the Directar of Welfare or by any other Government
authority, In other words, they are fully entitled to enjoy equiva-
lent privileges, and to accapt the seme degree of regponsibility, as
other citizens. ’

For aborigines who still stand in need of special care and
agsistance under the Welfare Ordinance, the provisions of a Wards
Employment Ordinance have been designed to provide assistance by way
of vocetional training and in placement in suitable employment; the
Ordinence alsc aims at ensuring that they receive wage justice in
every=day employment,

This Ordinance was finally drafted during the year under
review and will be introduced on 1lst Octcber, 1959. It will be an
impertant feature of the Commorwealth Government's programme and policy,
particularly as most aborigines have to be trained o work regularly
and consistently after the Burcpean pattern, and mist also be condi-
tioned to adopt traditional European incentivea to work, Whilat this
is taking place they will be assisted to acquire specific occupational
skills which, it is expected, will fit them to take their place side
by side with other Australian workers in the general rum of jobs
available, and to enjoy similar working conditions.

Promoting changes in the aborigines' diet and cating hebita
is a very important factor in achieving their assimilation. A varia-
tion in diet is expected to hring about majar improvements in health,
and the adoption of Buropesan eating habits should heve the effect of
making aboriginal pecple more acceptable in the community gencrally,
To this end, catering and food services have received much attention
in the welfare progremme during the past few years. Two Catering
Officers have been mppointed, one working in the narthern divigion
and the other in the southern division of the Territory, On Govern—
ment Settlements, commnal feeding is being introduced to ensure
that all residents on a settlement will be adequately fed, as a
means Of inculcating Furcpean tastes in food, as a means of training
reocple in regular eating habits involving the use of Eurcpean eating
utensils, and finally as e means of training cooks some of whom will
find employment on pastorsl properties, in stock camps, and elsewhere,
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Whilst it is not the policy of the Govermment to isolate
aborigines in reserves, it is Govermment policy to establish settle—
ments - operated either by the Government or by Christian missions -
to gerve as training centres in social change for sbariginese In
these establishments, emphasis is Jaid in the first plaee on indi-
cating the advantapes, benefits and responsibilities of community
living; then on instruction in the skills and techniques necessary
for a successful life within such a social patterm

Congonznt with this aim, schools for aboriginel children have
been egtablisghed using specinl techniques and working to & primary-
level curriculum of general subjects (EBnglish, arithmetic, social
studies, mature study, physical education, arts and crafis, and health
and hygiene)s The curriculum and syllabi are, however, left sufficiently
flexible to sllow for variations to be made should such a course of action
appear desirable, Carteens have been developed on all settlements and
ridss ion stations and these are aserving to reinforce some of the work done
in schools in oral and written English and in simplc arithmetic. In
addition, the canteens are serving the very useful pwrposc of allowing
people to use their amall amount of ecash in such a way as t0 bring
maximun satisfaction to them under corditions in which they receive
good value for their money. FPFurthermore, through this medium they
reccive troining in hendling money and in developing some awareness
of the value of nonsy,.

It is recognised that unless womenf'olk are trained to keep
houge in the Bwopean way they are unlikcly to be fully acceptable
in the Burcpcan commmity. Special emphasis hzs been laid on this,
and during the year two Survey Officers commenced an investipation
of the needs of aboriginal women, with & view to determing a {raining
programme aimed at motivating them to want the sortas of things a
European women wents and to achieve standards of home life, hygiene
and camfort sought after by European housewlves,

POPULATION

During 1958, 448 recorded births of aboriginal children and
272 deaths of aboriginal people occurred. Both of these figures
include stillborn births, As againgt the previous yesr, because of
an improvement in initial recording work, there werc only a few deaths
which it was not pogsible to identify with complete acouracy, The task
of re~checking ccnsus data was begun during 1958, and has necessitated
a revision of previously published population figures as at 51lst Decem=-
ber, 19560, and 31st December, 1957. The revised population figures up
to, and including, the position at 31lst Decerber, 1958, are shown by
the following table :

43 st Males Females Total
31,12.56 7,793 7,482, 15,3'»:_7__;57 (15,445)
31,12,57 7,954 7,6l 15,58 (15,57%)
31l.12.58 87330 85006 367338

03¢ 7,738 /6,77

(Figures in brackets are population totals published in the 1957/58
Anmmal Report, )

On 13th May, 1957, those aborigines vho were considerad to be
in need of apecial care and assistance were declared to be wards under
the Welfare Ordinance 1953-1957, The mmber declared $0 be wards at
that time was 15,276. With the checking work carried ocut throughout
1358, it was possible to reconcile the number of aborigines declared
t0 be wards with the number of the aboriginal population as at 3lst



December, 1956, and zs5 at 3ist Decanter, 1957, Taking into account
deaths of wards and marriagcs of wards to non=wards on or since 13th
May, 1957, and meking = fow other ncecessary adjustments, the nurher
of persons living and on the Register of Wards at 30th June, 1959,
was 14,928, Since 13th May, 1957, there have been no edditionsl
aborigines declared to be wards because of legislative anomalies
which, it is cxpected will soon be corrected.

In appendices "B", "C", "D" and "E", the distribution of the
aboriginal population of the Northem Territory is shown. JAppendices
"D' and "E" set out the numbers of aborigines regularly resident on
Government . ettlements and ; ission stations,  sAppendix "B" sets out
to show the overall distribution of sborigines in terms of the extent
and nature of their contact with BEurcpean society and institutionas.

Appendix "C" gives details of the population on individusl sboriginal
reaarves,

In addition to the aborigines regularly resident at missions
and Government settlements, therc are quite a nunber of people at out-
stations operated by missions on the basis of periodical visits, and
at Government ration depots, operated in the main by officers of the
Police Branch, in ocutlying places. Therec is also an appreciable num-
ber of aborigines in regular contact with both missions and scttlements
who eould not be regarded as regular residents. Scme of these "visitors"
contact more than one centre of population, but every effort has been
made to count them only once, Thus, the figures of 3,616 at settle-
ments and 5,012 at missions (total 8,628) who are regular residents and
the wider (but including the firat set) figures of 4,039, scttlements
and 6,137, missions (total 10,157) who are in contact with centres of

aboriginal population, may be regarded as relisble figures, accurate to
Within j%. .

4 few features of the extent and nature of the contact of abo-
rirines with Eurcpean society amd institutiona should be noted. A rela-
tively small number, 38, is living in town areas, more or less fending
for themselves, All, however, come under the surveillance of Welfare
Branch Patrol Officers and District Welfare Officers, who maintain a
regular check on their general well=being and particularly on the health
of women and children. Of the 4,68 in pastoral, mining and agricultu-
ral areas, by far the greatest mumber is on pastoral properties. Whilst,
in many cases, managers of pastoral properties and their staff maintain a
watch on the health and welfare of the working members and their immediate
dependents on the property, the uncmployable and non—working groups in
some cases tend to be over-locked, Patrol Officers moving through and on
ypastoral propertiecs maintain a regular check on the needs of these people.

Population figures for individual aboriginal reserves cover those
aborigines who are in contact with missions and settlements on the reser-
ves and also those whose contact is so small as to be disregarded and who
may be congidered as being nomadic, Appendix "C" shows some rescrves as
having no resident aborigines.! At a.y time, however, it is likely that
there may be a few szborigines on the South~Weat Reserve, but practically
all eborigines who move in that area do so only if the seascn is propi-
tious, and usually reside at Areyonga, Ernabella, or in Western Australia.
For all practical purposcs, there were no aborigines resident on the
?g;g;key&h, Woolwonga, Wagait and Warramunga Reserves during the year

5%

A large section of the aboriginal population in the Northern
Territory may now be regarded as settled into communities. Some move~
ment still ocetrs as between missions and scttlements on rescrves, but
more takes place as between pastorel properties and population centres
on missions and settlements, There is not a great amount of movement,
on a permanent basla, between "town" aborlginal groups and those at outw-
lying centres.
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WORKS PROGRAMME

(reneral

4 sum of £192,678 wes provided in the 1958/59 approved
Gapital Works Programme far works projects on Welfare Branch
Settlements, and for Pre-~School Cerntres in the Northermn Territory,
& further sum of £34,945 was provided for lowrental houses for
part=coloured families, In agdition, a revote of £353,635
was carried farward into 1958/59 for projects in course of con-
structione

The total funds available far expenditure in 1958/59
under Capitel Works therefore totalled £581,258, and against this
autharisation an expenditure of £357;132 wes resorded.

Major works projects were contimued during the yesr at
the new settlement sites, Amoonguna and Papunya, where cOnstruce
tional wark is being dome by skilled Furopean labour, assisted bty
selested wardsl It is expected that these two units will be
eampleted tovards the middle of the 1959/60 finansial year.

Amoonzume

Most major warks Por whieh funds were provided wers
ganpleted at Amoonguna, but additionsl projeects to be eommenged
in 1959 are;the school, the infirmary and sisters' guarters, two
darmitories, an administratixe Wlock, and & meterials and egri-
gultural stores  These projects hawve, unlike mrevious years, been
let by contract, and it is expegted that the work will be physi=-
eally completed by early February, 1980, whan the change=over from
Bungalow t0 Amoonguna may take places

In the ¢ourse of the year, fettlement maintenance steff
contimied with the construction of prefabriceted metal houses and
sement trick houses for wards, and with the construction af
additianal latrine, ablution and laundry unita,

Papunya

VWith the exception of the material store and agricultural
store, major works at Papunya were completed early in the finapainl
year, and the settlement occupied.

Warrabri

Final costs far the esteblishment of the new settlement
at Warratri have now been assessed, and the total capital outley
amounted to £83,582, This sum wes made up as follows -

{a) Purchase and delivery of ancillery
buildings - £15,441

(b) Erection of ancillary buildings ~ £,3,703

(¢} Supply amd erection of four
Riley Newsum residenceg - £27,786

(a) 8supply and erection of four Bellewue
residences and four-classroom school = £,7,993

(e) Provision of water supply end reticu-
lation to puildings - £0,852
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(f) Provision of electricity supply and
reticulation to buildings = £6,587

(g) Supply and delivery of materials for
three latrine, ablution and laundry

blocks = 8,167

(h) Supply and delivery of materials faor
thirty Kingstrand native houses - £5,790

(i) Supply and delivery of meterisls far
six cement brick native houses ~ 3,300
£83,582

In addition, plant and equipment, consiasting of a tractor,
s rotary hoe and irrigation spray eguipment {but excluding motor
vehicles to the value of £4,884) wes purchased,

This new settlement caters for a native population
averaging 364 adults and children, and on this basis the per
capita cost for the oonstruction of Warrelri amounted to approxle
mtaly #6 7he

The first year's operationsl costs have also been assessed
and totalled £56,943.17s1e, giving a per capite cost figure of
aprroximetely £56, Detailas of the total operating costs are set
out below

Sadlaries and Woges

Buropean - administrative - £3,750: 4.9da
Teaching - £3,889,12.104.
Nurging - £1,162,16.114d.
Wards - &.,221, 0. 0d.

£19,030,1;. 64.

Transport - two vehicles ~ 53641k, 2da
Rationg and clothimg - 2,358,11.114,
Trai Projects - 1,82%.19, 9d.
I-_igl_m = 07 7o 1ds
Qther fuel (trgotor, cement mixer, stores, etc,) 28,387, 3, 24,
Educationel Services ~ 290, 0, Ods
Operating costs {other than fuel, but including

purchase of tools, etc.) 27, 6. 04,
Hospital and movement of wardg - 160, 0, 04,
Head Office Adminigtrative Qncost - 2,438, 0. Od.

Misgellaneoug -

Trevelling expenses - 725, 0, Ode
Post&ge - 10. 0. Od.

735 0. 0d.

£56,953.17. 1a.
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Works Conference : March 1959

During March, 1959, & conference was held between senior
officers of the Deptriment of Works, Depertment of the Treasury,
and the Northern Territory Administration, to discuss the level
of work which should be undertaken by the Welfare Branch using
scttlement personnel and warks force lebour units foar construc—
ftion work on cettlements,

As a result of these discussions it wes agreed that
warks, excluding mechanical ard other technical services, which
came within the limit of Minor Works (i.e, £2,000 o less) should
be undertaken Yy labour attached to the Welfare Eranch, and that
these projects would be removed from the Cepital Works Prograrmme
and budgetted for under the domeatic votes of the Northern
Territory Administrations It was further agreed that the Welfare
Branch should underteke its own meintenance werks on cettlements,
and that funds for ropairs and maintemgance would also in future be
provided under the domestic votes of the Northern Territory Admini-
stration.

The new procedure is to come into operation ea from the
1st July, 1960.

This new procedure did not in any way vary the existing
aerrangement whereby ths Welfare Branch, using small independent .
labour forces, would underteke mojor construction works on settle-
ments as agents of the Department of Works. In these cases,
however, the labour costs involved in construction are taken up
in the total cost of the project and mist be budgetted for on the
approved Capital Works Programms,

FPINANDE,
General

T he total expenditure by the Goverrment on native welfare,
excluding expenditure by the Department of Healthyand Capital Works,
w.s £719,695, an increase of £35,387 over the amount expended in
1957/58, Of this sum, £228,861 was provided to Mimsions, and
£67,119 was paid to pastoral managements for mainterance of aged
and irfirm werds and dependants other then one wife and one child;
£,23,715 was expended for the cere, accommodation, sducation and
welfare of wards on Govermment Settlemerts and Ration Dgpots. This

latter emount included expenditure on edueation services {but not
on teachers' selaries), provisicn of food and clothing, operation
of gettlement training projects, and wages paid to wards.

The cost of Govermment assistance 0 Missions has dropped
alightly in 1358/59, as the recorded expenditure for 1957/58 was
£21J, 455, The level of capital assistance to Miasions was £27,090,
and ageinst this authorisation an expenditure of £25,661 was re-
oorded. This sum was mainly used for the building of schools,
hogpitals and native houses, and to provide equipment and meterials
far agricudtural and pastoral development,

Subsidies paid 4o Mimsions for the care and maintemance of
wards were distributed sas follows ¢

cost per week cost anmally
Aged and Infirm - Whelly maintained  29/2d. per head: £40,047
Children - " " §oFd. " " £36,47%
Hospital Patients, ircluding
Mursing and Pregnant Women - 29/2a. " " 3 _£10,399

Total cost £86,920
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Child endowment of 10/- per week could also be claimed in respect of
each child wholly maintained.

Pastoral menagements were entitled to claim reimbursement
on the same scale in appropriate cases, &nd child endowment of 5/~
per week was payable for one child of each ward cmployed on the
property.

Inspection of Settlements and Missions

An Investigation Officer commenced duty with the Branch at
the beginning of the firancial year, and for the first half of the
year was concerned with accounting procedures within the Branch;
inspectione of canteens, records, and cash advances at Settlements;
periodical ingpections of Aberiginal Trust Accounts operating in
Darwin, Katherine, Tennant Creek, and Alice Springs; and of Canteen
Trust Accounts cperating in Derwin and Alice Springs.  Settlements
ingpected were : Bapgot, Beswick Creek and Station, Bungalow,
Delissaville, Hooker Cresk, Snake Bay, Warrabri and Yuendumi,

The latter half of the year was spent in a series of review
ingpections of Missions throughout the Territory, with particular
emphasis being shown to Operational Subgidies in relation to expendi-
ture on food, clothing and general care of wards on the Misaiona;
Trade Stores and Developmental Projects, and to Capital Subsidies.

The Misalons inspected were i~

Roper River (Church Missionery Society)
Croker Igland (Methcdist Overseas Misgsion)

Finke River (Hermammsburg) {United Evengelical Lutheran
Church of Australia)

Oenpelli (Church Mi ssionary Society)

Accounting procedures used by the various Mission Societies were
reviewed, and some initial work done with the view to introducing

a standard reeords and accounting procedure for all Misasions insofar
as the records and accounts affect subsidy payments,

The review inaspection programme will contimue during the
forthecoming year until all migsiong have heen inspected, whereupon
it is hoped thet the standsrd records ard accomting procedures
will be implementeds

At the past two Misaions/Administration Conferences the
Administration haa clearly indicated to Mission authorities that
the technical reasources attached to the Administration are availsble
to the Miagions far professional advice and aassistance. In line
with this proposal, the Darwin-based Works and Services Officer
vigited Oenpelli Mizsion, controlled by the Church Missionary Society,
and fallowing this visit, prepared a complete layout plan for the
nsettlenent, Thig layout plan provides a hasgic document for use in
the future development of the Mission Station, and on the oceamion
of future calls by the Society for capital fintnce to assist in the
development of Oernpalli,

It is proposed that in the future this assistance will be
granted to all Missions, and that in common with the Welfare Branch
Settlements, the Mission Societies will have properly laid out plens,
including contour surveys, of each missicn station, thus enabling
both the Migaion Societies and the Narthern Territory Administration

to plen effectively for the development of Missions Stations in the
Northern Territory.
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Beswick Station - Trading Activitiaes

During the year, 486 head of cattle were s0ld to outside
sources, and returned a sum of £10,627.0.7ds The average sale
value was £22.1 7.4 In addition, 148 head of cattle were trans—
ferred from Beswick Station to Beswick Creeck Settlement, and based
on the avcrage sale price of £21,17,4., were valued at £3,236,54.
The total turnoff from Beswick Station for 1558/59 was therefore
velued at £3,863,5,11d,

This reflects the best trading year since the Administra-
tion took over Beswick Station, and resulted from the overseas
markets which copened up during the year in the Philippines and Hong
Kong,

Chargeg for Meals and Accommodation on Setblements

The poligy of charging wards for meals and eccommodation
on settlements was introduced at the Begot Settlement on the 16th
August, 1958, To the 30th June, 1959, the revemus received from
this source totalled £1,208.2.04.

1% is proposed that cherges for similar services will be
introduced at other settlements during 1959/€0, as communel feeding
beaomes avellable;

Subsidien

A pcheme whereby cultural, sporting, and welfere bodiss
could make themselves eligible for fimancial assistance from Common—
wealth funds went into opersation during the year under reviews

An amount of £30,000, was made availeble for this purpose
and by 3th June 1959 an expenditure of £20,787.11.3:; had been
Yrecorded,

Furchase of Seafooda, Game, Produce, ete, from

Wards on Settlements

A& acheme to encoursge wards on Settlements to assist in
the economic operations of the zettlement was commenced during the
yeer., The scheme introduced -a system whereby wards receive payment
for seafoods, game or produce which they cbtain by their own efforts,
and which they sell to the settlement to supplement the local food
supply. Mogt Settlement Superintendents have now been supplied with
a cash advance =0 that the wards can be paid immediately a sale is
ef fected,

This scheme, epart from assisting the economic operations
of the gettlenent by supplementing the food supply, offers a means
by which wards ocan be gainfully employed end in some way essist in
maintaining themselves. Full adventage has not yet been taken of
the acheme by the wards themselves, but as it has only been in opera-
tion/gzr a short period, much better results may be expected during
195/€0.

Same indication of the possible succesa of the scheme is
given from the figures recarded from Delissaville Settlement, which
is om the seaboerd, and where seafoods are the main catchs Over the
period of five months, a sum of £177.3.6. was paid out to werds for
seafoods purchased far use at the sottlement,
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Fayment of Wages to Wards on Settlements

Towards the latter part of the year, approval wes given
by the Department of the Treagury for advances to be made to
Settlement Superintendents, so that wards employed on Welfare
Branch Settlements could be paid in cash on their normal fort-

nightly pay day.

Ir. the past it koo bocen necessary for the wages sheets
from settlements to come £oxrvard to Derwin, where they were pro-
cessed, anl a cheauve gibpcquently forwarded to the settlanent, a
pracodure which often resulted in long delays in the payment of
wages% cmergence ¢l a feelirg of discontent amorg the native
workers.

Uader the new schnems peymert will be made on the spot
by the Superintsrndenis, and the relmbursament of their advances
will be claimed in the normsl mennor.

Canteen Facilities

Cantecn faciiities are now available to all settlements
in the Norther: lesriiceys With the exseption of Jay Creek,
Arcyorga and Ikasts Bivef, thece mervices are controlled by the
Welfare Proich; 2t the throe sebbtlaaents named, the service is
provided Tir tve Luthoran Xission Societr, but arramgements are in
hand for 4le We.{ers Braich {0 loie over the Carnteen at the new
Settlenent, Pamunya, on hanute Bluff Reserve, during the next
financial weazw

The mrerovs for cantzens conirolled by the Welfare Branch
during 195C,/59 totalled 21,%%7,

AL the present timz cunteen services are operated under a
Camtecn Lrust Accouont contrdllcd Ty the Director of Welfare, but in
1989/60 a Head of Trust urder ihe Commonwealth Audit fct will be sct
up to comirel this account. The Deprrtment of the Treasury have
already apprcved the establishuent of a Trust Account, and proce-
dures are mow bewrg draom up {or the operation of the Account,
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AZORTGITAL EDUCATION

STAFFING

;g@ection and Afmintstration

The ataff of one Senior Bducation O0ffloer and two Distriot
Education O0fficers has been maintained throughout the year and this
has resulted for the first time in regular inspeoctions of settleanent,
mission, and pastorsl property schools,

The inspections, though repular, arc insufficient both in
duration and frequency because of the time spent in tresvelling o
schools in remotc arcas and the volune of administrative work which
flowa through the Distriect Bducntion Officers,

At least one erira District Bducation Officer is now required
to serve that area which oxtends fron the Kinmberleys through to Roper
River and Groote Eylandt end which might also axbend southwards to
Hooker Creck and Neweastle Waters, :

Teachers in all thesc gpeoial schools, but more particularly
those in mission and svbsidiscd pastorel-property schools, arc in need
of considerable advice, deronstration, and encoursgement and much of
the feilure to leep subnidiced pacborel-property schools in operation
results from the fact tlnt ithe prosont staff connot adequately inspect,
cncourage, ani asodst teachers ond peghoral-praoperty management.,

The activitics of District Eduwoation Officers do not end
with inspection, reporting, arl day«bo-day adminlstration., In addition,
sducational exsurzions and co'nel corss rust be arranged, and the
annuel Sehool Sporis, wiich huve rroved so suocessful in the past,
organiscd in Alice Smrings wod Dnuovin.

Teaching (Scc Appendix nJH)

At the end of 1955 thore wore 22 Commomvwealih and subsidised
teachers in the ficld plus 21 rission teachera, a total of 43; in
June 1959 therc were %2 Coumonwealth and subsidlsed teachers plus 3L
mission teachers; a total of 60 teachers. Teaching pearsonnel had in
fact increased by 50% but oven this number could mot in elther
quntlty or quality be soid to completely enswer the needs of the
native sohools.

The Goachers, who possess a varlety of certifioates -
English, New Zealand, and Auctralian Statos - inltially lack special
training for work in mative schools generclly end Australlen aboriginal
pchools in particuler, The diffioulty of recrmiting ataff in quantity,
and with the spocial qualities requdred for this type of service, has
baen accentuated by tho rising, salrrics of State teachers and the
inaressed opporiinities for promotlon offercd by several Stete reoe
classifications., Vherces the salaries originally set for teachers in
native schools comparod rore then favoursbly with State salaries,
they have now in fact, becauss of the new awsrds mentioned asbove and
the growth in size of native schools, lost the "attraotion" margin
that previcusly existed, Tholr prosent position as certifiocated
teachers conirasts wnfavourably with South Awstrelisn teachers in
the Northem Territory white schools to wise salaries a speoial
attraction allowence of L140 per armm is ndded,

During the year the following '57es of teachers left the
sorvice:
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Head Teachers 3

Teacher in Choarge 1

Relicoving Teonchors 2

Lssistonts (Mole) 3

lssistonts (Famalc) 2

Total 11
RECRUITMENT
Secondment

Although the normal in-scrvice and outside-the-service
advertising was done, the method of recruitment chonged when it wos
lnown that tho State Dopartments wore willing to second teachers to
Welfare Branch schools, Most of those who had applicd for positions
in the schocls then applied to their State Departments for secondment
and it was on this basig that four teachers come from Victoria, threc
from New South Wgles, one from Wegtern Australia, ond cne from
Queensland, In addition to those, four non-pormonent State teachers
were reoruited,

For the four cpproved pro-school positicns it was possible
%o recruit two teachers only,

The reoeruitment of teachers by the missions contimucd and
the number of teachcers in the fiecld increased quite significently.
Nevertheless if missions were to fully staff their schools on the
bagis of one teacher to 25 pupils they would need mnother 16 teochers,

Tcacher Trodning

The final answer to satisfectorily staffing sohools with
sufficient teachers qualified for notive education moy well lle in
the training of toachers especially for that fiedld, Noetwithstanding
the foct that this was cpproved in principle by the Public Servioe
Board in June 1955 and followed by a submission from the Northern
Territory Administration in March 1958, it was found impossible teo
cxpedite the schenc so thot trainees could be in a teachars! college
by the beginning o the 1959 scodemic year. This delay put the
effective tradining of tenachers a further year behind,

Advertising during 1959 indcates that it may be possible to
111 the 15 positions approved for teachers-in-training so that the
scheme might begin at the begiming of the 1960 academic year with the
conseg.lent Inflow to the schools of trained teochers afi the beginning
of 1962,

It cammot be too strongly stresased thet teachers for these
specinl schools require not only the nommal froining of primary school
teachers but also a special troining which will enable then to meet
and cope with the culturml oend social envirorment in widch the native
still lives. As well as meoting the anbhropologicnl cheallenge they
muat also be prepared to teach English to people for whom it is tyuly
a foreign longuage, Not only must the scholars be taught to speak
English but they must olsc be taught in Engl ish,

EDUCATION

Statistics

The muwber of aboriginal schools how open as ocomparcd with
those open at 30th Junc, 1958, may be summarised as followss
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T e —ra— - r———

Tvpe of School 0/6/1958 30/6/1959

. —

Governmant Schools 13 1

Subsidiscd pastoral

property schools 2 5
Mission schools 1 1L
Potal 29 33

Papunya, the additional Government school, wos opened during
the year but Moningrida olthough counted o en operntionsl school hos
been ¢leosed for lack of staff,

Three additicnal pastoral property schools - Coolibsh, Elsey,
and Kildurk ~ were opened during the year but Coolibah has been
tompororily cloacd pending the reerultment of a new tcasher.

No additional mission schools have been opened, bul the
Bishop of Darwin proposeg o erect at an early date a boarding school
for boys on Bathurat Island, To this school will come sane of the more
intelligent and advonced pupils fran the other Catholic missions.

Goulbum Island school (Methodist Overseas Mission) is being
carried on by ungqualificd tcachers and the Miassion Doard is prepared
to have it staffed by Govermment teachers, Therc is at the moment
accommodation for a female assistant but the schoel itself iz cramped
and unsuitable. In the long run there must be provision for a new
achool and teacherts residence.

Bnralments over the year have incressed by 155 and of thesc
97 were in Govermment sohools, 35 in subsidiscd pastorsl property
schools, and 23 in misaion schools, Thisz enrolment could have been
increased still further if sufficient staff had been available particu-
larly on the missions where in some cases large mmbers of school-age
children could not be irolled,

A total of L4 white and part-coloured children were in
attendance ot aboriginal schools {sce Appendix "K") and it is becoming
apparcnt that some provisicn will have to be mede on the new and larger
settlements for accamodation and staff to educate the white children,

Pre-gchool Education (Sec Appendix"H")

Therc is now approval for four tomporary positions of pre-~
school teachers at Warrabri, Yuendumu, Bungalow, and Papunya. The
positiona at Warrebri and Yuendumu have been filled and a teacher not
pro-school trained is locking after the Bungalow group, Because of the
maiber of pre-school children ot Yuerdumu, morning and of'ternoon sessions
must be held and as soon as the Popunys position is filled tho same
situation will obtain therc also,

There is a pressing demand for the estoblistment of pre-school
groups on &ll other sctilements and particularly at Hooker Creck and
Beswick, However, without the provision of pro~school buildings, teacher
accamndation, and teachcrs thanselves little can be done,
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A specilal mention must be made of the training of school
agaistonts and this so far has bean carried on only in the schools on
missions and settlanents wherce the trainees live, Five native assist-
mts have reached such a standard that subsidy is nowbeing paid to
the missicns for their work and it is expected that the opeming of a
training oentre in Darwin will ennble groups to be browht in from
misziong and settlements for special training, It is & fficult howevexr
to see how this con be carried out with camlete effectiveness wmless
additional steff con be appointed to the Education Section,

Extro-Curriculs Activities

One supcessful combined sohool sports has been held during
the year wnder reviow. This wos held ot Alice Springs in e presence
of a Parliasmentary delogation and wons opened by the Minister of State
for Territorieca. Ay on other ooccasions, the behavicur of the children
wos exenplary and not only did they benefit from their aotivities in
the sporting field bub also fran the educational excursions which thoy
made around the town, fThe first native school sports in the northemn
area will he held in Darwin during the socond hslf of 1959.

The ammunl schoel holiday ocamp at Casusrina Beech was held
for the Bagot achool children ond its suocess was assured by the co-
operation of the Aporiginea Tnlend Mission,

Partioipation hy Bungalow school chdldren in the acbivities
of the Alioe Springs Youth Centre and of the Warrsbri ond Beswlek school
children in sctivities at Termont Creek and Katherine offered further
proct of the ease with which they now mix with white children,

A group of Bagot schoolboys who, as Scouts, attended the Scout
Jamboree held at Howard Springs were oommended by the Scoutmasbter for
the wey in which they co-cperated in all the activitice of the ocamp,

Educatlonal Supplicy

Bducational supplies, especielly those used as alds to assist
in teaching, are of a speclalised nature and should nedessarily be
selected by officers aoquainted with the needs of the schoola
which these aids will scrve. It hes not been possible teo zend an
education officer $0 & southorm State to exsmdine the wide variety of
cducational equipment on dizplay and this personal selection must be
done in futwe if the purchsse of first-olass equipment is to keep pavo
with the needs of the schools,

Much of the generel educational oquiyment required by mission
schools has now boen suppllied to them and the end of the 1959/60
financial year should sce thelr needs adequstely ocovered exoept for
madntenanoce and replacement and the provision of expendable stationery,
books, chalk, and perncils.

The cffeotiveness of the education given in the Welfare Branch
schools must be judged not only on the avademic progress made by the
ohildren but also by the extent 4o which they are accepting social
oharge. Significant advance has becn made in the former ficld and in
the latter there is ample evidence, from their attitude to eduocation
end in their increasing ability to mix on equal footing with white
children, of considersble progress. What has boen achieved has been
in the faoce of difficulties and shorbtoges — difficulties in frensport
and supplies and shortoges in steff qualified to carry on all the
nmmercus tosks demendoed of them,
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EMPLOYMENT AND TRALNING

Although the progress achieved in this field has not been as
extengive as had been hoped for at the start of the year uder review,
there have been some sipnificant changes in the employment corditions
affecting aborigines,

The greatest single obstacle to general improvement in these
corditicns hag been the lack of any basic industrial code with which
aaployers could be required to comply. The Wards Employment Ordi-
nance 1953 was not made effective during the year and the regulations
thereunder were still to be made and brought into operation at the
cloge of the financial year,

Until this legislation does become operative there seems to be
little likelihood of any widespread lmprovement in the field of employ—
ment gencrelly,.

With the exception of a representative from the Amalgemated
Bngineering Union, the Employment Advisory Board has been fully con-
gtituted and will be convened az a body shortly after the Ordinance
comes intc operation,

Wages

As a result of the review cormenced in June 1958, a schedule
of clagalfications and wege rates has been desipgned with a view to
instituting a degree of comparative wage justice for ke work per-
formed by natives living on settlements widely dispersed throughout
the Northem Territory.

For various ressons it proved imposgsible to implement any sort
of scheme during the year Jjust passcd but it is intended that this will
be done in the coming year.

The minimum wage rate cbserved by Goveryment Depariments other
than Welfare Branch is £3.10.0. pver week, plus clothing, rationsz and
acconmodation, Same employees receive cash wages higher than the
minimun but the Defence Services,which employ the greatest number,
employ natives at the minimum wage only.

Negotiations were comducted with the Fepartment of Works in
respect of a ward employed as pumper at Newcastle Waters and with the
Pogtmaster General's Department in resgpect of men employed as labourers
with Iine Parties., Nepotiations with the latter Department are atill
proceeding.

There have been some significent increases gained by Patrol
Officers in negotiation with employers in outside industry, and in
some areas new increased minimum wage rates are generally acospted,
The minimm wage pa’d on properties in the mid and southern Barkly
Pableland aress ig uow £2,15.0. per week, with a1l found, whilst in
the Alice Springs E.strict wages equivalent to this rete and higher
are peids Most properties in the Northem Ares,ard in the Victoria
River District in particular, still pay the minimm wage prescribed
in the Pastoral Industry Regulations (now redundant) which is £1.0.0.
per week for the erploycd male, from vhich the cnployee is required
$o0 purchage his own clothing,

Tt is significant that tiese latter employers are finding it
difficult to obtain and retein lobour,

The minimum rates observad in town employment are £35.10.0, per
week with all found, where empliyment is on a weekly-~hire basis and
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£1e0404 per day with midday meal for casual workers. In Alicc
Springs s higher average wage rate obtains with casuals caxming
£7.0,0, t0 £10,0,0. per week on general labouring work,

The highest contract rate paid to wards during the year
was £4.40,0, per day for casual anployees at the Shoal Bay salt pans
near Darwin, These employees returned to their parent settlements
with savings of an amount which would have taken considersble time
t0 acorue had they been in rommal employment,

Sixteen full-blood aborigines are in recelpt of award rates
of pay and many cthers are employed on oonditions which, in cagh and
in kind, approximate the basic wage.

A scheduls of ocoupational gradings in which sborigines are
auployed appears as Appendix "“Of,

Workmen's Conpensation

(a) Wards Employed in Qubside Indusiry

Natives employed otherwise than in acoordence with the tems
and corditions of an irdustrial award are not entitled to the bene-
fits prescribed in the Workmen'!s Campensation Ordinance and therefore
are exoluded from partiocipating in this employment benefit,

For the first time in legislation relating to conditions of
employment for aboriginea in the Northerm Territory provisicn is to
be made for the payment of campensetion $o persons in this category
who sgustain injury arising out of and in the course of their employ-
ment,

{b) Wards Employed on Settlements

A test cage for payment of ocompensation to a ward at Snake
Bay Settlement who sustained an injury to his hand whilat employed
milling timber was submitted under the provislons of the Commorwealth
Bmployees Compensation Aot 1930-1956. The Qommissionsr for Employees!
Compensation admitted Jiability and proposes to effect payment of the
amount speaified for the injury in the Third Schedule to the Coammon—
wealth Bnployees Qompensation Act.

It iz significent that he did not see fit to award a lesser
amount of lump sum compensation than that which would apply to a
BEuropesn workman with a slmilar injury, notwithstanding that the ward
was in receipt of wages which could only be regarded as nominal in
nature. Settlement employees 4t would sesm can be regarded as
oaming within the scope af the Gamorwealth Buployees Compensation
Act and will enjoy higher oompensation bensfits than those to be
Iresoribed in the Wards Bumployment Ordinance and the Regulations
thereunder for thelr counterparts in outside industry,

(o) Woerds Bmployed by Other Government Departments

The provisions of the Commonwealth Bmployees Compensation
4ot 1930-1956 apply to wards employed by Government Departments.

Digputes

Representations were received from the North Austrelisn
Workers Unian, the Austrelian Lebour Party (Derwin Branch) and the
Darwin Truck Owners Association regarding the employment of native
labour at less thap award rates of pay.
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The representations by the North lustralian Workers Union
concerned the employmont of wards as builder's labourers by o con-
tractor at Katherine, and this matter was adjusted by negotiation
between the District Welfare Office, Katherine, and the employors

The representations by the other partics conceimed the
enployment of wards in the loading and unloading of trucks in the
Darwin area. The matter raised by the Darwin Truck Owners Asso-
ciation was not baged on fact and was adjusted satisfactorily;
however, in respect of another matter it was found upon investi-
gation that an cmployer was employing wards on duties outside the
work for which they were recruited,

Steps have been taken to ensure that in future tems of
caployment are set down on a fimm basis. FPrllow=up action will

be taken after employment comaences, in order to avoid a recur-
rence of this type of cvasion,

TRAINTNG

(a) On~the~Job Training

Training through employment is still the main method
adopted on missions and settlements in developing the skills and
aptitudes of wards in various callings associated with maintenance
of equipment and buildings and on subsistence projects,

Training of young aborigines in pastoral-indusiry vocations
has been continued at the pastoral-training projects at Beswick
Station, Haasts Bluff, and at a similar but gmaller project being
developed at Hocker Creek in the Victoria River District,

(b} Manual Treining Centre

The Manual Training Centre at Warrabri has been equipped and
practical trainming has been incorporated in the school syllabus for
the elder boya.

Similar centres are to be established at Papuiya ond Smoon-
guna when these settlements come into full operation,

{(¢) Pormal Treining Courses

(1) Hygiene Assistants Twe courses of training for Hyglene
Assistants were held in Darwin and Alice Springs in Septem-
ber/October, 1958, and reports received following return of the
trainees to their parent mission or settlenent confirmed that the
courscs had been suaccessful,

During these oourses emphasis was placed on visual aids and
practical demonstration almost to the complete exclusion of the more
formal types of lecture, and the response on the part of the tralnees
to this change in method was most encouraging., JAlmest all missions
and settlements now have suffficient traincd peroomnel to provide re-—
lief during the absence of regular hygicne workers.

(ii) Diving School =~ Roge River Mission The diving school con-—
ducted at Rose River Mission and in the Gulf of Carpentaria
during October/November 1958 was successful when viewed in relation
to the limited objcctive of teaching young male wards to dive uging
ghallow widerwater equipment and free-swimning methods.  However,
the long term benefits to be derived from the use of trained person=-
nel and equipment in developing an economic activity for the missions
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possessing the necessary trained personnel ard gear have largely
been lost as nothing appears to have been done by way of follow
up in this respect, A similar situation ocourred after the
Elcho Island school in 1956,

~The treinees at the Rose River school were dramn from Ross
River (3), Groote Eylandt (3), and Umbakumba (2).

(ili) Hospital and Medicsl Assistants The proposals for the
trﬁning of hosrital and medical assistants foundered be~
cause cf the lack of sultable accommodation in Darwin for young
female wards and the inability of the Department of Health to
acocommodate werds within the hospital precincts, A frasgh
approach to the problem has been made and new training proposals
dreawn up in consultation with the Department of Health.

An 0ld style {ropical residence has been allocated for con-
vergion as a residentisl training centre for young female hospital
and medioal asslatants and treining will commence under the guidance
of a Senior Nuraing Sister and a Nursing Sister in Octoder 1955,

Groups of six treinees vAll be catered for at each oourse
and the trainees will also receive basic training in the domestic
ascdences and personal hyziene during their period of residence in
the establisghment,

(1v) Teacher's Asgistents Formel ogroup training schemes for
native teacher's assistanta will be comlucted at the Centaral
Training Establislmcent for young female wards intereated in this
vooation, Ther= cowrses will be rostered-in witk gourses for hos-
pital assistants (see chove) and dwing their period of residence the
girls will receive domestic=gscienc: trairing end an apprecistion of
personal hygiene practices frem the fonior Nurging Sister and Siaster,

(v) Faxds in Treining No wards have been placed as wards~in~
traiming during the year owing to the non-operation of the
Wards Employment Ordinence and Regulations widoh contain the condi-
tiona attaching to allocation of warde-in-training by agreement.

Applicaticng for Pinsncial Aasiatance

Three applications for financial assistance wxler Seotion
51 of the Wards Brployment Ordinsnce 1953 are being held in abeyance
pending the operation of the Wardas Employment Ordinance:

FMPLOYMENT SURVEY AND STATISTIOS (See dppeniix "Q¥)

This survey was miltified to a very large extent by ths fal-
lurs of employers in outgide irndustry to complete and return the forma
indioating the nurber of warda enployed by them, The figures shown in
the various tabler are those which can be regarded as reasanably ree
ilable,

Proper stetistics of ihe employment of natives in the Northern
Territory will not be cobtainei until the Wards BEnployment Rogulationsa
are in operation zad employers :re required to render regular returns
of 21l wards emplcyed by them during the period cowvered by the return,

When the R=gulations 21w in operation it should be possible
to0 prepare relisble statistics rr a half-yearly basls but until then
any statistics obtained must cf necessity be regarded as unreliable
and not necessarily reflectirg s true picturs of the enployment aitu~
ation.
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STAFFING

The establislment of the Section provides for one position
of Administrative Officer (Employment) £1668-1833, one position of
Clexrk EEnployment; £1083-1263, Alice Springs, and one position of
Clerk (Bmployment) £903-1083, Darwin., Proposals are also being
considered for the creation of a position of (lerk (Employment)
£1083=1263, Darwin (as District Employment Officer) but finality
13 yet to be reached in the matter.

The position of Olexk (Employment) £1083-1263, Alice
Springs, was occupied fram November 1958 to March 1959, when the
officer appointed to it resigned. The pomition has been re-
advertised but remsined vacant at the emd of the year, The
position of Clerk (Employment) £903-1083, Head Office, Darwin,
was filled on 25th August 1958, and the officer arpointed is
still oceupying that position,

The effective ateff of the Ceetlon during the year under
review has oconsdsted of two officers only, viz., Adminiatrative
Officer (Buployment) £1668~-1833, and Glerk (Employment) £903-1083,
both located in Darwin,

The duties of District Welfare Officers and field staff
uwler their control have expanded considerably over the past few
Years and will continue to expand, It is therefore egsential that
they be given assistance to cope with the more specialised func-
tions for which they are held ultimately responsible within thelr
Districta,

It can be predicted quite safely that the introdustion of
the Wards Bmployment Ordinance and Hegulations will cause an added
work load which on present estimates will be beyond their capacity
to cater for within the limits of their present field and offioce
gtaff complements.

The successful introduction of this new legislation could
be seriously retarded because of this factor.

Aetion is being teken to fill the Alice Springs position
at the earliest possible date. The need for an identdcal pesition
in Darwin is just as great, if not greater when regard is had to
the need to provide town employment opportundiies for wards tem-
porarily resident at Bagot,

OATERING AND FOOD SERVICES

During the year under review, the Oatering Officer, Darwin,
conducted, three cooking courses at Bagot Settlement, which were
attended by selected wards from settlements and missions, At the
oonclusion of each course reports were furnished upon each parti-
alpant indicating the degree of skill attained and subsequent
checks back to settlements and missions have indiceted that the
courses proved to be of considerable benefit and have resulted in
improved feeding services at the trainees hwane station,

Pending the appointment of a Catering Officer in the Alice
Springs district, the Catering Officer bascd on Darwin was required
to vipit end advise settlements and missions throughout the entire
Northern Territory.

During the year this officer inspected the settlement kitchens
at Areyonga, Bagot, Beswick, Bungalow, Delissaville, Haasts Bluff, Jay
Creck, Popunys, Shake Bay, Warrabri ami Yuendumu; and those of the
mission stations at Bathurst Island, Elcho Ialand, Garden Point (part-
coloured children), Goulburn Island, Hermammsburg, Miliogimbi, Santa
Teresa and Yirricale.
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A feature of the Catering Officer's activities has been the
introduction of bush=type ovens for the baking of bread and the wree-
paration of rossted meals. These ovens have proved highly successful
and have considerably increased the cocking capacity of the facilities
on the settlements and migaions where they have been built,

4 list of menus covering a week's catering, and giving altere
natives, was prepared by the Catering Officer ard distributed. This
service was greatly appreciated and has resulted in many cases in an

improvement in the general attitude towardz the preparation and serving
of foods

Following the appointment in Qctober 1958 of a Catering Officer
(Southerm Division), much more time than had been possible previocusly
was devoted to superviming ocoking and catering in Giles Distxict, 4
decided improvement in these services 1s alresady evident at all settle~
ments amd particularly sc at Papunys where community feeding, under the

supervigion of a Cook/Supervisor, was in full operation at the close
of the year.

HEALTH

Generally speaking the health of the aboriginal population

throughout the Northern Territory during 1958/1959 continued tc show
improvement,

an outbresk of influenza assumed epidemic proportions along
the north Arnhem Lend coagtline and several deaths were recorded,
Elgewhere the onset of the infection caused isolated severe cases of

iliness, the moat sericus of which were brought in by aerial ambulance
for hospital attention,

Infant welfare was given a high degree of priority and clinics
organized on settlements and missions throughout the Northern Territory
were supervised by trained Nursing Sisters, Another Nursing Sister,
gkilled in this particular field,maintained a continucus inspection
service moving from place to place in accordance with a pre-arranged
ﬂche@lleo

Surveys for hockworm were again performed during the year,
Much of the lsbaratory work wes performed by a full-bleod aborigine
who had previously received training at the Darwin Health Laboratory.

A few more ceses of leprosy were detected, Some of the people

concerned were brought to Bast Amm Leprosarium; others remained under
treatment at thelr ncrmal place of reaidence.

RESERVES

There are 17 sboriginal reserves in the Northern Territory;

the aree covered is approximately 677000 square miles in extent.
Soe

No new reserves were added to the existing mmber during the
year under review, but as at the 30th June, 19%9, action was in hand
to declare as a reserve the area occupied by nomadic groups in the
Leke Mackay/TLake MacDonald region on the West Australian border, and
extending to the north as far as the 2lst parallel,
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COVERNMENT SETTLEMENTS .ND CHRISITAN MISSIONS

There are 13 Govermment settlements and 1y mission stations
caring for aborigines in different parts of the Northern Territory;
of these, 1l settlements and 11l missions are on proclaimed abori-
glnal reserves. Those not =0 located are at Delissaville, on the
western shore of Dexwin Harbour (this settlement occupies land
specially set asmide for sborigines by Government action), and at
Borroloola (the ration and control depot on the Gulf of Carpentaria,
witich coccupies a temporary site on Crown land); also the mission
stations at Hemannsburg, Santa Teresa, and Dely River, all three
of which occupy land held on lease in the name of the religlous
body cohncerned,

The Govermment settlement at Popunyn on the Haamis Bluff
Reserve, reported last year as teing under oonstruction, was oom-
Pleted during the year and is now cccupied by natives transferred
from the former Haansts Bluff Settlement site, The old site, with
its few buildings, is being used as a pastoral property under
Govermment control, where aboripginal stockmen may receive training
in the proper methods of handling cattle,

Amoonguna, also reported last year as being under construc-
tion, is expected to be ready for occupation early in 1960, at which
time the Bungalow Settlement on the outskdrts of Alice Springs will
be closed down, '

The main purposes of these establishments are -

(1) to bring natives together into a commmity and to teach
them the habits and skills of living in such a cammmnity;

{ii) to provide welfare services fitted to their needs and to
their atage of social development;

(i31) to provide the means whereby training may be given, par-
ticuwlarly to children and adclescents;

(iv) to introduce the general concept of "work™ as a worthwhile
sim in life;

(v) +to develop in the younger and middle age-groups an attitude
that the settlements and mimsion stations are there to pro-
vide health and educetional services for thelr children, =0
that the latter may be prepared for a future life as adults
living in a wider camunity than the tribe;

(vi) to provide a temporary home wherever necessary for waxds
in ‘bransit.

There are 6 Chrigtian missions worldng amongst the aboriginal
people of the Norxrtherm Territory,. Fowr denominations, viz i~
anglicana, Catholics, Intherans,and Methodists, operate full-scale
misslon stationa,

The Church of Bngland Missionary Society has eatabliahed
settlements at Oenpelli, in the north-western corner of the Arnhem
Land Aboriginal Reserve, and at Groote Eylandt (two separate settle-
ments), Rose River and Roper River in the Gulf of Carpentaria,

The Roman Catholioc Mission of the Sacred Heart serves the
inhabitants of Batinwst Island and the arcas adjacent to Port Keats
and Dely River Misaion Stations in Northern Australia, and at Senta
Teress Misgsion Station about 56 miles south-east of flice Springs
in Gentral snstralis,
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The Finke River Mission operates a Lutheran mission station
at Hermannsburg in Centrel fustralia,

The Methodist Overseas Mission works among the people of the
Lrmhem Land coastal areas and mainteins settlements at Goulburn,
Elcho, and Milingimbi Isglands, and at Yirrkala (on the northeeastern
tip of Arnhem Land).

The other two mein bodies in the fidd are the Baptist Church
Home Mission Board and the Aborigines Inland Misslon, both of which
have appointed resident missionaries to established centres} the
former at Yuendumi and Warrabri in Central Australia, and the latter
at Bagot, Borroloola, and Newcastle Waters in Northern Austrelia,

The Finke River Mission retains an interest in its former
outposts at freyonga and Papunya/Haasts Bluff through the appoint-
ment to each of these settlements of a resident missionery. From
the Misgion Centre in Allce Springs, misstonaries visit Jay Cresek
and Bungalow Settlements regularly and also perfom itinerant mis-
sionary work amongst aborigines resident on pastoral properties,
In this work, the Mission Board uses specially aelected aborigines
who, having proved their worth in the general field of employment,
have been trained by the Mission asg evangelista,

There are also other organisations and individuals engaged
in work of a spiritual nature (Salvation frmy, australian Inland
Mission, Bush Brotherhood), whose efforts are effective although
their activities are conducted on a analler scale.

At all migaion stations except Daly River, and at all settle-
ments except Borroloola, tribal groups of rcaident aborigines and a
muber of itinerant natives are cared for, through special welfare
services available covering a substantial proportion of life's needs.

Daly River Mission has sboriginal children as residents and
locks after the needs generally of the local aboriginal population
working and living in the viecinity,

Borroloola, for most of the year, cares for aged and infimm
netives and children, but between the months of December and March
has a much increased population including able-bodied men and women
who, except for these months of the wet season, fimd their employ-
ment on cattle properties on the Barkly Tableland,

In addition to Govermment settlements and miassion stations,
Bix ration depots are strategically placed at remote locations,
their main funotion being to meet the needs of aged and infimm
natives in outweofwthe-~wny &istricts,

Schools operating on pastoral properties constitute other
minor centres of Government control,

Bi~emnial conferences are held between Gentral Mission
duthorities and officers of the Northern Territory Administration
in order that work in this field may be co-ordinated. The Director
of Welfare presides over these meetings, the next of which is sct
down for July 19%).

There are certain regular categories of staff which may
be carried on Govermment settlements, though all categories are not
necessarily ocarried on any particular settlement,
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Superintendents are regquired to have some anthropological
and sociological training, as well as a capacity to direct and co=

ordinate the activities of specialist, professional, and technical
staff,

School Teachers and Pre=School Teachers carry out all the
duties of their counterparts in a European community, but they are
required to go further in that they must first begin by inculcating
habits of personal hygiene and acceptable social behaviour amongst
children to whom English must be taught as a foreign language,

Patrol Officers are required to take a personsl interest in
aborigines in the dlstrict around the settlement, whether resident
on pagtoral properties, normally resident on the settlement but
employed away from the settlement, or still following nomadic ways
of life.

Nursing Sisters perform similar duties to their counterparta
in a Furopean community with the cnphasis again on teaching from
first prinoiples infant and child care, care of simple cuts, wounds
and ailments, methods of following out simple treatments, and per—
sonal and family hygiene,

A Settlement Manager leads and supervises the work of the
manugl~training staff in the phyaical development and maintenance of
the settlement,

The team of specialists coring under the Manmger may include
a Garpenter, Parm Manager, GCanger, Kitchen Supervisor and Mechanic,
The duties of Famm Manager, Mcchanic and Carpenter are self-cvident,
though 1t must be realised that in all their work the emphasis 4is on
training aborigines.

Kitchen Supervisors are carried at settlements where full
communal feeding has been introduced as a means of ensuring that all
aborigines on settlements may be sdequately fed, and of training
aborigines in cooking,

The Ganger leads, directs and trains perties of natives in
particular operations in the skilled fields of other tradesmen, and
in general work such as roadmeking, settlement beautification,
drainage, fenoce building, ctc,

Part-time Matrons are carrisd as home-management ingtiuo-
tresses, and to train women and older girls in homeoraft and child-
craft,

For amaller settlements, an attenpt is made to find offioers
oapable of combiming in themselves more than one of the above funo-
tlons ard who can urdertake training in more than one fleld of work.
Speclalist assistance is provided by such skilled peraons es the
Branch Catering Officers, Works and Services Officers, Bducation
Officers, etc., and experts drawn from other Branches of the Nore
thern Territory Administration (for example, Water Use, Plant Indus-
try, Animal Induatry),

Migsglons are encouraged to develop thelr training facilitieas,
and training specialists who themselves are qualified snd experienced
in thelr partioular field, and who are given facllities on the Mission
for cerrying out a fulletime training programme within that field, may
attract a subaidy of £870, per armum, This amount is paid to the
Misaion for each approved specialist employed,

Specdalistzs who have already been approved for subsidy include
pastoral and agricultural supervisors, boat builders, fishermen, diesel
and motor mechardos, carpenters, builders, teachers, nuraing sisters,
pre-~achool teechers ard kitchen supervisors,
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GILES DISTRICT

Patrol Staff

Patrol work in the Giles District was severely curtailed

during the year under review owlng to the lack of experienced
petrol officers, .

Patrols

At no stage was it possible to lay out a settled programme
of inspectional work but visits were pald to most of the pastoral
properties in the district, as opportunity preacnted itself,

During the period July - December 1958 a Patrol Officer
ingpected properties in the north-eastern and north-western sectors
of the district, These inspections were concerned with all aspects
of employment and native welfare.

4 special patrol was conducted in the Amningie/Willowra area
for the purpose of obtaining information concerming the movement of
the nomadic Eastern Wailbri people who inhabit this area, moving
from station to station, and sometimes penetrating as far east as
the Stuart Highway, in the vicinity of Ti-Tree, This group has
affiliations with the Wailbrdis living at Warrabri and there is evi=-
dence that they will eventually move to that settlement, Following
s congregation at Warrabri last wet season for ceremonisl purposes,
some with children remained after the majority had returned to the
Willowra areas

A flying patrol of the digtrict was made in February 1959,
when most of the pastoral properties in the arca were agein visited
briefly, This patrol was undertaken mainly for the purpose of
checking maintenance claims and to ascertain the effect of the
prolonged drought on employment and the welfare of the natives
resident on the properties,

It was possible daring the greater part of the year to have
a Fatrol OFficer available for town and court dubties, although there
was a period when these responsibilities fell to the lot of the Disge
trict Welfare Officer.

Bup loyment

Generally speaking there was little change in the employment
fields No new averues opened up, and as far as the pastoral indus=-
try was concerned the extremely dry weather which prevailed throughout
most of the year resiricted opportunities for obtaining work. In areas
west of Alice Springs, vhere drought conditions were quite severe,
little to no work was availablie at all,

Some station owners were forged to reduce the mmber of people
amployed, tut they nevertheless maintained them in order to retain
their labour force, Pastoral properties to the east received con-
giderable relief from late rains, but these did not extend to western
areas where conditions remained grave at the close of the year.

Town employment has been maintained at a reasonable level and
it was pleasing to note a slight increase in the rates payable for
cagual labour, Experienced labourers in the building inmdustry oom=-
manded from £12,0,0, to £14,0.0. per week while casusl work such as

gardening, and sand and aggregate carting, carried rates of wage
varying between £7,0,0. and £10,0,0. per week,
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Two men sent to employment in Queenslend fram Yuenduma
were engaged at award rates as stockman,

Of fences

During the year under review, a total of two hundred and
forty-seven charges were preferred agsinst wards in the Allice
Springs Police Court, Of these, two huwndred and twenty one were
of fences involving liguor, including ten cases of persons charged
with drinking methylated sgpirits; three were for use of indecent
language, three for resisting arrest, four for assault, one for
assault of a police officer, four for use of cobscene language,
five for fighting on a Reserve, two for disorderly behaviour, and
ore for fighting in a public place, Two charges of murder were
laid and the persons concerned committed for trial in the Suprems
Court,

Court actions in respect of wards drxinking liquor or being
found drunk have increased and,owing to the continued ease with
which ligquor may now be obtained by natives, it is not expected
thal there will be any appreclable decrease in these offences,
Action was taken wherever posaible to remove persistent offerderas

from the town area for varying periods, but this has had no real
salutary effect,

It is hoped that,with increased ataff both in the Welfare

Branch and the Police Branch, more control may be possible in the
fubure.

The behaviour of the people at the Bungalow and in other
ereas adjacent to the town has, on the whole, been satisfactory;
the only upsets of any consequence which have ccocurred have been
occagioned by the consmumption of intcxdcating liquor,

Social Change

An aversge of eighteen boys and girls frin the Bungalow
School are atterding the Alice Springs Youth Gentre, together with
pome adolescents who are being taught boxings

School children received instruction in dancing, singing
and physical educetion and now that arvrangements have been made

to facdlitate their transpart, it is expected that the numbers
attending will increase,

Three of the older school girls from Bungalow rendered
vooal mmbers at the Youth Centre and their itams were very well
recelved by a large and appreclative audience,

The youths learning boxding were doing well; ono lad has
already won a number of trophies,

Footballers drawn from the native population appeared
regularly with teams in the local Football Association, and other

men were given g trial at basketball and other sporting ackivi-
ties,

Public Relations

4 oonsiderable contribution to the success of the "Bang
Tail Muster" celebrations held at 4lioe Springs in March 1959 was
made by the native population.
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The street procession was headed by twelve arenda tribes-
men carrving spears and woomeras and bearing body decorations., They
represented the original inhablitants of the Alice Springs area, as
they were before white settlament. Qther natives depicted the
caming of the Overland Telegraph Iine party, the first stockmen and
the latter-day stockmen; yet others contributed by driving floats
or by demonstrating other avenues of thelr progress towards aszimi-
lation into the local cammunity.,

A nmber of natives also took part in the sports programme.

Aboriginal Artistsg

The aboriginal artists (who are mostly resident at Hermanns-
burg) comtimued as in former years to produce a considerable number

of paintings, which have been rcadily disposed of to visiting tourists
ard to others interested in their worlk,

_:_[ltinerant Missionaries

Throughout the year Pastors F.W. and Paul Albrecht have been
viaiting stations to the north and south of Alice Springs at regular
six-weekly intervals.

Pastor Paul Albrecht patrolled to the north of Alioce Springs
and, in the course of his patrol, visited eleven station properties
with the permisalon of the owners, Pastor P.W. Albrecht was
gimilarly occupied to the south of Alioce Springs and in this area
he visited six station properties regularly and two others as the
ocoaaion werranted,

The Pastors conveyed Christian instruction to regident
aborligines and they also carried on their vehicle a variety of goods
for sale at Alice Springs prices, which were much sought after by
the people., However, these goods were not =014 except with the
approval of the station management and upon request from the natives
themaelves that the van be opened.

This service also provided transport whenever neceasary for
aboriginea in need of hospital treatment.

The Pastors, alsc in consultation with the station management,
did all they possibly could to settle any disputes brought to their
notioce.

During the period over which these Lutheran missionaries have
visited pastoral properties they have established evangelists at
Napperby, Ti-Tree and illeron 3tations to the north of Alioe Springs
and at Mary Vale to the south; these men work on a full-time basls.
A part-time evangelist visits Hembury at irregular intervals.

Enquiries conoerning the activities of the evangelists reo~
vealed that they were doing good work in maintaining peace and oon=
tentment smongst the aboriginal population, and especially was this
80 at Napperby, where the native camp was malntained in exocellent
condition, a vegetable gnrden was started and some schooling in sim~-
ple English was given.

It is considered that the work being acoamplished is of value
and should be enoourageds, The procedure adopted is that the visiting
pastor times his arrival for the aftermoon, when a shoxrt servioe 1s
held in the evening and a general talk given. In the morning film
strips are shown andi a discussion takes place, after which the store
is opened for trading if requred.
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This sysbem has worked very well and no complainis have been
received from pastoralists that it interferes with the work of their
native staff or in any other way disturbs the smooth rumming of the
properties visited,

SETTLEMENT ACTTVITIES

ANONGUNA

Conatructional

Developmental work at the new settlement site, seven miles
southe-east of Alice Springs, progressed satisfactorily during the
year despite delays occasioned by difficulty in engaging suitable
workmeti.

At 30th June, 1959, 11 Kingstrand huts had been erected and
were complete except for fireplaces. One concrete cotiage wes finished
except for windows, doors, and the floor in the living room; the brick-
work of the second cottage was 30% oomplete.

The consiruction of other buildings by private contract was
commenced but it is not anticipated that this work will be completed
before February 1360,

The bowdary fence was erected and the marking out of perma-
nent roadz was well advanced,

Both bores supplying water to the settlement were equipped;
one with an automatic submersible electric pump amd the other with a
stendard unit, The water supply proved o be sdequate for all cur-

rent requirements.

Horticulture and Agriculture

The citrus trees planted during the year grew remarkably well
and it is confidently exvected that some fruit will be obteined from
these trees next season, Another 2 trees were planted, A considera-
ble mimber of ormamental trees were planted in conformity with the
beautification scheme and indications were that the majority will
survive,

The overhead spraying system supplied was erected in the
orchard but was found to be unsatisfactory as during the hot weather
the citrus trees became acorched and their growth was seriously re-
tarded, It was therefore decided to remove the spray equipment to
ancther site and to apply it to the growing of a lucerne plot.

The Commonwealth Scientific and Industriel Research Organisa-
tion was approached for advice generally and some of their officers
undertock to advise on the introduction of natural and introduced
grasses. Their suggestions will be followed in an endeavour to
cover the bare patches of ground existing within the boundaries of
the reserve.

Produce fram the garden area was sent to Bungalow for cone
sunption during the last six months of the year under review

AREYCNGA

Areyunga lies near the south-eastern corner of the Hassts
Bluff Aboriginal Reserve occupying 8,000 square miles of oouniry
midway between Alice Springs and the Western justralian borders The
settlement is 180 miles from Alice Springs, to which it is linked by
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the road passing through Hexmannsburg Mission, There is wn airstrip
located one mile from the settlement which is used fortnightly by Con-
nellan's Air Service, and radio communication is maintaincd with Alice

Springss  Papunya Settlement lies approximately 90 milcs to the north-
west,

Population

Most of the people served by the settlement belong to the Pit-
Jjantjara tribe, and their habits still lean towards those of their
nomadic ancestors, Consequently, the number of pecple in contact with

Areyonga at any one time fluctuates between a maximum of about 450 and
a minimum of 250,

On 30th June, 1959, the resident population comprised :

Adult meles as
Aduit females 86
Boys L3
Girls 55
Total 269 persons

Emgloment

Resident natives were employcd on subsistence and other pro-
Jects in the vicinity of the settlement. Opportunity was given for
those interested to gain experience in market gardening, leather

working, poultry and stock raising, post cutting, and repair and
maintenance work,

The settlement is adjacent to spinifex-grass desert areas
where desert oaks grow in profusion, This timber is in great dewand
not only at Areyonga but at settlements elsewhere, and during the year
1150 posts were cut,

Fences were erected in the main valley of the James lange to
enclose a substantial paddock which will prove valuable as a cattle~
retaining area. It will also serve the useful purpose of providing
a convenient run for horses used in working cattle on the Areyonga
Reserve.

The job of putting & road through from Areyonga to Tanpe
Downs was undertaken using settlement labour, thus establishing com-
munications with the cattle stations to the south of the James Range
and the area whence the greater proporticon of the population at Are=
yongs came originally,

Training
In addition to the men receiving regular training in carpentry
under the supervisgion of the settlement carpenter, a young woman and

two young men were given specialised training at the settlement during
the year as medical orderly, saddler, and butcher respectively,

The needlework class continued and many garments were made for
use on cne settlemant,

Production
Garden

Radish 1052 1bs,
Water Melon 800 lbs.



Production contd,

Spinach 5L2 Ibs,.
Cabbage 438 lba,
Corn 400 1bs,
Carrots 390 1ba,
Kohl Rabi 303 lbs,
Turnip 40 1ba,
Onions 25 1bsg,
Qther
Eggs 568 dozen
Fencing Posts 1150 units
Needlework
Frocks - Women's 36 units
Girls!? 8 units
Towels 29 units
Screen Qurtains 6 units
Table Covers 2 units
Construction

Following the appointment of a carpenter, the construction
of the first stage of the native-housing programme proceeded rapidly
and at the close of the year five Kingstrand houses and five cone-
crete cotteges were campleteds In addition to this work, the car-
penter and his trainees spent some time at Haasts Bluff where they
erected two Kingstrand huts as a nucleus of the dwellings to be built
at that gite,

A ldlling pen with a blood trap and a disposal drain wes also
built during the year, and a new building erected to house the electric
generator,

Recreation

Despite their nomadic tendencies, the Pitjantjara peoples have
a natural inclination to sporting and recreational activities, The
younger ones have been consistently outstanding at the inter—school
sports at Alice Springs, and football is also popular at the settle=

nent,

BUNGALOW

Bungalow Settlement, which is located on a =mmall aboriginal
reserve two miles north of Alice Springs, served the same purpose in
relation to that town as Bagot did for Darwin.

Po tion

i as it doeg ap o transit depot there is no aettled popu-
lation pattern at the settlement, At 30th June, 1959, the population
mubered 3

Adnlt males 89
Adult females 80
Boys 56
Girls 59

Total a8, persons
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Needlework Clags

4 wide range of articles was produced by the women trained
at sewing classes conducted at the settlement. Germents made ine
cluded 3

Towels 375 units
Matinee Jackets 74 units
Bables' Nightgowns 59 wnits

Raticn Bags 52 units
Panties 36 unita
Napldnas 28 units
Bed Jackets 20 wnits
Frocks = Women's 9 units
Sicirts 2 units
Blouse I it

General

Bungalow is due to close in the near future when the gettle-
ment at present under constructiongl Amoonguna beging operating.
Consequently, no major constructicnal or developmental projects were
set in motion during the year just completed, However a subsidiary
finction of great practicel value has been the use of facilities
currently available at the settlement as the site of a bulk store
and distributing centre for the Giles District.

JAY CREEK

Jay Oreek is a small settlement, about 28 miles west of Llice
Springs, which was established to serve as a buffer between the semi-~
nomadic people living in far wesbern reserves and the more sophisti-
cated natives inhabiting Alice Springs and the immediate vicimity of
the town,

Jey Creek is in Aranda country but among the 150 or more per-
sons usually in residence at the settlement there are many semi-
civilised members of such tribes as the Pitjantjara and Luridja whose
tribal lands lie further to the west and who still prefer a semi-
nomadic existence.

Population
On 30th June, 1959, the resident population comprised :
Adult males ' 55
Adult females 61
Boys 2%
GEHrls ' 32
Total 172 persons

Boployment

Owing to the unsatisfactory water supply, the future of Jay
Creek as a settlement is being reviewed, During 1958/59 however the
amall cattle project provided employment for a few adults reaiding
at the settlement and enabled boys leaving school to gein some ex-
perience in pastoral work before seeking permanent jobs on the sur-

rounding properties.
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The boundary fence befween Simpson's Gap and Jay Creek was
repaired or re-erected using fencing posts cut from the desert oaks
neaxr Areyonga,  Still outstanding was the installation of a grid
on the main road.  4ll fences in the near-settlement area were
repaired, renewed, or modified,

Preduction
Meat
Beef - 13833 lbs.
Garden
Chinese Cabbage _ 500 1bs,
Tomatoes 215 lbs,
Water Melon 200 1bae .
Turnips 120 1hs,
Rock Melon 60 1bs,
Paranips 20 1bs,
Cther
Milk 00 gallens
Eggs 175 dozen
Needlework
Infants Dresses 68 wnits
Towels 66 units
Children's overalis 56 uwnits
Children's pinafores 20 units
Aprong 20 units
Frocks =~ Women's 12 units
Tea, Towels 2k units
Bed Covers 3 units
Face Washers 18 units

Natural Stock Increase

Goats 39

Details of the cattle herd for the year 1958/59 were:

On hand 1, 7.1958 206 head (value £2,884)

Branded during 1958/59 100 head

Slaughtered 37 head (value £1,110)

On hand 30,6,1999 269 head (value £3,766)
Livestock held on the property pending transfer when seasonal

corditions allow were:
a/c Haasts Bluff 4 stud bulls

a/c  Yuendumu 18 horses
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PAPINY A

Pepunya is a new settlement, located 35 miles by road north
of Heasts Bluff., It is approximately 180 miles west of Alice Springs
on & fair to good road; Yuendumu lies about 90 miles away to the north-
west.

A cattle project at Haasts Bluff is run in conjunction with the
settlement at Papunya in the same woy as is done with the settlement and
station on Beswick Reserve near Katherine, The cattle station is run
by a Manager appointed by Welfare Branch, The menager is inmediately
responsible to the Settlement Superintendent who in turm conducts acti~
vities throughout the Reserve in accordance with policy laid down by the
Brector.

The original settlement at Hamsts Bluff was established by
missionaries fram Hermannshurg as an out~station and ration depot, but
was taken over in 1954 by Welfare Branch and until March 1959 func-
tioned as a full=scale aboriginal settlement, When the new settlement
at Papunya was opened the native population at Haasts Bluff Settlement,
with the exception of a few men skilied in stockwork, was tranaferred
to the new site and Haasts Bluff has since been in operation as a
Govermment-owned pastoral property where some 3,000 head of cattle are
rm and where training is given fto selected aborigines in a wide range
of activities connected with stockwork,

Population

The natives in this vicinity are still strongly influenced by
tribal law and regard the area occupied by the new gettlement and the
adjacent pastoral property as part of their ancestral tribal lands,
They are all nomadic or semi-nomadic in habit, and included amongst
them are repregentatives from the Pitjantjara, Ngalia, end Pintubi
tribes all of whom periodically move throughoutithe district on walke=-
bout,

The population in the immediate vidinity of Papunye/Haasts Bluff
at 30th June 1959 comprised i

Adult malea
Adalt females
Boys

Girls

Total persona

|2 | ssss

Congtruction

A great deal of congtructional work still remained to be done
in Pebruary when a Manager was appointed and the settlement began to
functian, At the close of the year large-scale fencing operations
were under way, a native village was under constructlon, and the air-
strips had been lengthened and brosdened to cumply with the standards
laid down by the Department of Civil Aviation for the extension of
aerial mail services,

Training other than that available to the children through the
sochool was not given., The primitive habits of mosat of the people in
contact with the aettlement will make necessarxy a preliminary training

Period during which only basic training in a Buropean type of life will
be feasible,
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4 communal dining room was opened and a start made in educa-
ting both adults and children in aoceptable eating habits, Efforts

are also being made to select suitable men and women to be taught
ki.tchen and hygiene duties,

,g‘:@ culture

4 start wes made in preparing a suitable ares for use as a

settlanent garden; 70 citrus trees were planted and showed promise
of zatigfactory growth,

Production

Vegetables

Silver Beet 1142 1bs,
Carrots 1106 1ba.
Broccold 880 lba,
Bwedes 646 lba,
Beetroot 638 1bs,
Turnips 627 lbs.
Paranips 508 1ba,
Kohl Rabi 437 lbs,
Onions 556 1ba.
Canliflower 259 1bs,
Cabbage 150 1ba.
Rad  h 134 1bs,
Peas 88 1bs,
Lettuce 49 1bs,
Beans 28 1bs.

General

A succession of disturbances amongst residents marked the
firagt three months of the scttlement's existence, The incidents

geem to have been comected with transgression of native tribal laws;
they were in no way demonstrations against European authority as such,

Cattle Project 3 Hnasts Bluff

During the year, eight men trained at the station were employed
as drovers on the stock routes as far afield as Queensland, and, although
only two of them persevered to the end of the season, their action never-
theless constituted a significant change in the local pabbtern of social
behaviour hitherto dominated by "walkabout® and sdmilar tribal activi-

ties. At the close of the year five new boys had campleted initial
trainingo

The 1958/59 scason was marked by a severe drought which brought
Prominently to notice the urgent nsed for more bores at atrategic loca-
tions throughout the reserve, and by June 19% two new succesaful
drillings had been made at points 9 and 17 miles from the main home-
stead, Several other holes were put down but failed to strike water;

however, the search for other suitable sites will continue under the
supervision of geologists,

A lot of work on fencing was done during the year, partiocularly
in the close reighbourhood of regular stock-watering points, and at the
settlement where trep and brending yards were constructed,

Two new Kingstrand houses were erected by the carpenter and his
team of traine:s from Areyonga Settlemert,
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Livestock

Livestock in the mmbers as shown below were held on the pro-
perty in December 1958

Cattle 3,040

Horses 128
Goats L9
Powls 1L

During the yzar some 50,000 1lbs, of beef were provided to Are-
yonga Settliement and for most of the year supplies were kept up to the
new settlement at Papunya alco, However the adverse seasonal condi-
tiona caused the kherds to ccotler to more remote areas of the reserve
where feed was available and the staticn was compellcd to cease this

BEIVLCE.

he cattle manager irnspected areas in the M, Liebig distriet
where parakelia is knowm to exist with the object of ascertaining the
extent of these grazing areas, Cathle are able to exist in time of
drought on this feed and,if foirly extensive tracts are in fact avai-
lable, some difficulfy moy be experienced in returming the caitle to
grazing sites nearer hime,

Production
Meat
Beef 49560 1bs,
Goat Mutton 530 1bs.
Other
Eegs 159 dozen
Milk 70 gallong
General

Now that the cattle profect iz an independent unit with heed-
gquarters at Haasts Bluff no further difficulty should be experienced in
developing this zroject W the fullest extert possible.

Y URNDUMU

Tuendumu, sbout 185 miles north-west of Alice Springs on the main
road to Mt, Doreen and The Granites, has Deen the site of an eboriginal

settlement for many years. Until the opening of Papunya in March 1959 it
wes the largest Govermment Settlement in the Northern Territory.

Po tion
The realdent population includes representatives from the Wallbri,
Pitjantjara, and Ngalia tribes, oll of whom are still strongly affected by

the traditional aboriginal way of life.
At 30th Tune, 1959, the resident population comprised;

Aduldt males 95
Adult females Ll
Boys 8?
Girls i
Tosal 517 persons
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. Ho‘:':ever, owing to the extreme drought conditions which pre~
vax.lﬁad duz.':.ng 1358/59 the population in contact with the settlement
remained m.the vicinity of 700 persons and no reduction in this
figure is likely until worthwhile rains have fallen,

&Eiculture

An experiment which proved to be an outstanding success was
the settling of a selected family on a plot of good farming land at
Penhall's Bore, sbout 5 miles from the main settlement nres. The
produce from this farm was purchased for use at the settlement and
quite a wide variety of vegetables were grown,

The financial success of this venture has prompted other
natives to enquire whether they too can take up land in other sul~
table locations,

4 Kiln was bullt during the year in which small quantities
of lime have already been burnt, There appears to be a ready
market in Alice Springs for good quality lime and production over
and above that required on the settlement will be sold there if
possible,

A citrus orchard was planted and all trees appeared to be
in good conditicon at the close of the year.

Considerable progress was made in the beautification pro-
gramme at the main gettlement site, especially in the central ares
where a fountain was erected and an ornamental garden laid out,

Conatruction

A start was mede on the native~houslng project and at 30th
June, 1959, the brickwork of one house was completed and two other
houses were in course of erection,

Extensive fencing operations were underteken over a period
of some months and as a result the boundsry fence between Mt. Dorcen
Station and the settlement area was completed as far as the north-
eastern corner, Work also began on fencing the horse paddock and
preparations were made in the southem cattle=-grazing area which,
when fully fenced, will enable the Superintendent to run a snall
herd of cattle.

Water SM

Both the quantity and quality of the drinking water in the
imnediate vicinity of the settlement site caused concem during the
year, At one stage the mineral content was such as to render the
weter almost unfit for human conmmption, This situation righted
itself but the location of fresh water supplies in quantity is a
matter of great urgency if large-scale develommenial projects ere
to be undertaken,

Four bores were put down during 1958/59 but none was success-
ful and a survey of the area was undertaken by officers from the Bureau
of Minersl Resources whose report was being examined by the Water Use

Branch, N.T.A , at the close of the year.

Production
Garden
Beetroot 400 lbs,

Cabbage 250 1bs.
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Production contd.

Water Melon 205 1bs,
Maize 160 1bs,
Cucumber 111 Ibs,
Cnions 100 1bs,
Rock Melon §2 1bs,
Radish LO 1bs,
Pumpkin 30 1bs.
Triamble 3¢ lbs,
Silver Beet 25 lbs,
Tomatoes 25 lbs,
Other
Epgs 351 dozen
Milk 205 gallons
Fencing Posts 700 units (value £210)
Needlework
Towels 115 units
Infants! Nightgowms 100 units
Panties 68 units
Frocks = School 62 units
Women's 37 units
Ration Bags 50 units
Children's Overalls 49 units
Chiigrent's Pinafores 42 units
Pillow Cases 37 units
Shirts 22 units
Toilet Bags 18 units
Napking 15 units
Boys'! Shorts 14 units
Clothing Bags 12 units
Women! s Nightgowns 8 units
Sereen Curtains 4 units
Mattresses 2 units
Mosquito Net 1 unit

Total value of needlework : £378, 1040,

MISSTCN ACTIVITIES

(i) LUTHERAN

HERMENNSBURG

Hermannsburg Mission, established in 1877, was the first in
the Northern Territory, It is located on the Finke River some 80
miles west=scuth=west of Alice Springs and operates as a pastoral
property carrying about 3000 head of cattle,

Population

The missica lies in the tribal country of the Western Arandas,
ard most of the natives resident there belong to this tribe.  However,
the influence of the mission extends beyond these people to those ser-
ved by the Govermnment settlements at Haasts Bluff and Areyonga, both
of which were out-stations of Hemannsburg until 1954,
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At 30th June, 1959, the population comprised :

Adult males 130
Adult females 117
Boys 100
Girls 118

Total 465

Training

The women at the mission were encouraged to take up fancy-
work and to this end a large number of traced tea-towels, aprons’
and cushion covers were bought, Ten women have taken quite a serious
interest in this type of work.

Another avenue of employment was provided by the classes
teaching leather and fur work, Since August 1958, 20 large rugs,
12 hearth rugs, 65 mats, and 100 pairs of moccasins were made,

The tamery cortinued operating during the year but,unfor-
tunately,not to full capacity. This state of affairs must continue
until the mission is able to obtain the services of a tanner prepared
to spend all his time on the station,

Pastoral Project

As was the case elsewhere in central Australia, the mission's
cattle=raising project was seriously affected by the drought condi=-
tions which prevailed throughout the year. The reduction in income
which resulted brought in its train a slowing down in the native-
housing programme,funds for which were seriocusly curtailed.

Water Supply

The search for a good water supply continued during 1958/59,
but unsuccessfully, A bore close to the main buildings yielded a
flow of 1800 gallons per hour but when tested was found to be unsule-
table for any purpose at all, In all a total of 30 unsuccessful
bores have been sunk to date,

Agriculture

A new garden covering approximately one acre was graded and
Prepared for planting, Difficulty is generally expericnced in mein-
taining a sufficient supply of water during the summer months as the
plants approach maturity; however, the following werc already planted
at the close of the year :

1100 Kohl Rabi
800 Silver Beet
540 Cabbages
11k Cauliflowers
14 Carrot beds
& Red Beet beds
P4 ttuce seed beds
2 Cauliflower seed beds
1 Onion seed bed

Construction

A new meat-house was erected and plans made for the erection of
& new kindergarten school. A missionary's residence was also coampleted
in Alice Springs during the year.
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(ii) ROMMN CATHOLIC

SANTA TERESA
Banta Teresa Mission is located sbout 56 miles souwth~east of

Alice Springs and operates chiefly as a pastoral property where local
ratives are instructed in a wide range of stock-raising activities.

Population

Many of the people attached to the mission work on surrounding
pastoral properties; however, its influence extends to approximately
400 people mainly from the East Aranda tribe,

Lt 30th June, 1959, the population camprised :

Adult males 45
Adult females 55
Boys Y
Girls 85
Total 260 persons

Pagtoral Project

The pastoral project continued satisfactorily during the year,
Trainees were given practical instruction in cattle handling and in the
manufacture of gear necessary for such work,

Beasts slaughtered for local consumption numbered 450 goats and
90 cattle; 26 cattle were sold on the open market.

The mission was fortunaste in receiving both early and late rains
which restored the country to such a degree that the sxxiety common else-
where in central Australis during the 1958/59 season was not acutely felt
at Santa Teresa,

The leather work produced at the mission continued to be of a
very high standard and was much in demand locally. The sale of this work
brought in £190. during 1958/59.

gﬂml’cure

The ubilisation of soil in the vicinity of the mission was seri-
ously reterded by lack of good water, Most of the water located up to
the present has proved too salt for use on a garden and until such time
as better quality water is located little progress in agricultural de-
velopment will be possible.

General

The facilities in the residential area at this mission are very
good, Everybody is housed in well-constructed stone buildings and elec-
tric street lighting extends right throughout the areas

The school and hospital both functioned efficiently throughout
the year under review,

More than 320 gmrments, including dresses for children and babies,
were made by women attending the needlework classes held during the year.
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GREGORY DISIRICT

Patrol Staff

A Patrol Officer-in-Training was stationed in the Diatrict
for a short pericd late in 1958, and a Patrol Officer was attached
pemanently to the district in March 1959, However, this latter
of ficer spent most of his time on special duties concerned with
“dssions and on other nonw-routine activities with the result that,
by and large, the bulk of inspection work was of necessity underw~
teken by the District Welfare Officer.

Patrols

Most pastoral properties in the district were inspected
before the ounset of the wet seasan in 1958, As a result of these
inspections, which followed up those of 1957/58, the relationship
between pastoraligts in the area and the District Welfare Office
was set on a better footing.

The value of combined patrols with the Police Department
wag shown by the excellent work performed by a Constable and a
Patrol Officer who made an intensive drive against unsatisfactory
living conditions at the Pine Creek township and in the adjacent
buffalo country. Unemployed natives were found employment and
families with children of school age were taken to Beswick Creek,

The efforts of these two officers restored order to an ares
which was becaming a problem centre owing to the congregation of
natives in and around the mines and the resultant development of
drinking and prostitution,

A follow=up inspection will be made before the next wet
Season CAamences,

The border of the Northem Territory and Western Australias
requires more attention from Patrol Officers than it is possible to
gZive at the present moment with the limited staff availables

One of the chief difficultics to be overcome is that posed
by lack of uniformity in the regulations pertaining tc natives in
the two States, For example, in some cases natives,who move fram
one station to a neighbouring station in the other state, work and
Lve under a different set of conditions regarding pay and housing,
even though both properties are under the same ownershipe There
is also the problem posed by the movement of West Australian natives
into the Northern Territory with drovers and other contractors. In
many such cases the Branch has no knowledge of their presence and
many unsati sfactory situations have arisen as a result.

This issue was being discussed with the Westerm Australian
Authordities as the year closed,

. Ingpections were made during the year of Missions at Ropexr
River and Groote Island,

Haployment

Development of the beef export trade through Darwin created
& strong demand for labour in the pastoral industry over the cloming
months of the year, There was also a strong demand for labour for
tom employment, It was found possible to meet the latter demand
but not all of the fommer, '
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The number of men seeking positions carrying award rates of
pay was greater than the number of positions available; however, it
was pleasing fo observe that thc persons seeking these positions were
imbued with a sense of thrift and a desire to improve their economic
station in 1ife, This attitude, unfortunately, was not so apparent
amongst those who are still amployed at the lower wage rates.

In many cases where wards were sufficiently skilled to demand
awerd rates, it was not in their own or their family's intercsts that
tney should leave the lower-paid job where all facilities were avail-
lable, This comment applies particularly to natives residing on
settlaments, where they are accommodated, fed and clothed and able to
enjoy the excellent facilities available, It therefore follows thai,
wnless accammodation facilities are expanded in towns such as Ketherine,
employment opportunities cannot be fully developed and exploited, and
the very real problem of settlements becoming an cnd in themselves,
rather than a means to an end,will be accentuated,

Two full-blood aborigines were employed by the Municipal Sec-
tion during the year at award rates of pay« Prior to the cngagement
of these men, the Municipal Officer at Katherine had experienced diffi~-
culty in retaining the services of suitable and reliable persons for
the work involved, but since appointing the two natives no such diffi-
culty has occurred and both arc giving satisfactory scrvices

Offences

In the Katherine Police Court during the year fifty four men
and ten women werc convicted on drinking charges; of these eight were
charged with drinking tethylated epirits. Three Europeans and six
part-coloured men were found guilty of supplying liquor to wards. Six
men and four women were convicted on charges of fighting, assault or
disorderly behaviour; three men were convicted of larcency, and ohe
man was camitted for trlal on a charge of manslaughter, Two EUyro-
peans were found guilty of co-habitation with female wards,

Not all of the above offences occurred in Katherine townsghip
itself; many arose from incidents at Pine Creek, Mataranka, and
Larrimah, and in the Roper River district,

Therc was an increase in the mumber of charges involving
drinking as compared with the previous year; there was also an in-
crease of four in the number of persons charged with supplying liquor.
Despite these figures, however, it ig the opinion of the District
Welfare Officer at Katherine that in fact less drinking was done by
the native population over the twelve months reviewed,

A part-coloured girl was found to be a neglected child ard
was cammitted to the care of the Director of Child Welfare.

Social Change

. One of the two men employed by the Municipal Council arranged
for his wife to proceed to Beswick Settlement with their child so that
the latter could receive eduwcation, It is of importance to note that
this action was taken voluntarily, without any prompling or suggestion
from the District Welfare Officer; it is in line with the enlightened
attitude towards education which has developed in Katherine over the
last year amongst many of the native residents.

There has been a trend of late, among natives on award rates
of psy and those receiving higher than the average rates paid to
natives, to sit with the Buropean audience when attending the picture
theatre, Thisz practice has not met with any opposition from either
the public generally or the proprictor of the theatre,

There has been a marked improvement in the cleaniiness and
appearance of the natives generally in the town area,
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SETTLEMENT ACTIVITIES

BESWICK CREEK

Beswick Creek Settlament lies 250 miles south~east of Darwin
via Katherine; the area is readily accessible by all-weather recads or
by air,

4 pastoral property at Beswick Station, lies another 20 miles
on in an easterly direction from the settlement.

Population

The settlement is located in what was Jauan tribal country,
which is now occupied mainly by Mbalking and Rembarrngas,

At 30th June, 1959, the population camprised :

At the Settlements At the Station
Adult males 66 Adult males 28
Aduit females 91 Adalt females 11
Boys 71 N
Girls 47 Total 39 persons
Total 275 persons

Employment and Training

Employment is available at the settlement on agricultural and
building projects, routine repair and mazntenance work, and at the
station, on stockworls, Regular employment outside the immediate viei-
nity of the settlement was found for 15 men and 11 women,

A stendy stream of requests for stockmen was received during
the year, not all of which could be met,

Construction

One new staff residence was almost ready for cccupation at the
erd of the financial year and erection of another had begun. The super
intendent!s house was repainted by two aboriginal painters during the
yeals

4 septic toilet system was installed at the nursing sister's
quarters and work on a water reticulation system was pushed forward as
long as materials were available,

Five packaged Kingstrand houses arrived at the settlement late
in the year and work on erecting them will start immediately,on sites
already chosen and approved,

Agriculture and Horticulture

The spra;- lines at the garden have been extended thus bringing
a larger area of lard under cultivation,

Two plantings of citrus trees were made during the year. The
second batch have not as yet made much progress owing to attacks by
pests (including white ants); however, those planted earlier were
flourishing and some were already carrying fruit.
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The banana grove suffered severe damage caused, on the first
ocoasion, by a wild pig and on the second by field mice., The plg was
eventually destroyed but a satisfactory means of combatiing the mice
is still being sought,

A sguare mile of country to be sown with pasture grasses was
selected and work had begun on clearing the area as the year drew to
a close, Ploughing should start about December 1959,

Tastoral

Very good progress was made in developing the station during
the twelve months under review, the culmineting point being reached
during the fourth guarter of the year when 319 bullocks were sold on
the open market and 38 transfarred to the settlement for local con-
sumption,  About 4,000 head of ‘cattle werc on the reserve at 30th
June, 1359,

Fencing materials were delivered to the reserve in guantity
and work procgeeded on the making of paddocks for both stock and horses,

A new gtallion was purchased dwring the years

in excellent hexd of pigs has becn developed and efforts were
made during the year to find a regular market for them in Darwin,

Pigs and goats on the settlement at the close of the year num-
bered 92 and 50 respectively,

Production
Meat  {Sales) 486 head (value £10,627)
{ Consumptsion) 56594 1bs,
Fruit and Vegetables 5400 1bs,
Sorghum LO0O 1ba,
Pigs (live) 39 (to other settlements)
Recreation

A cricket pitch has been put down at the settlement and an
attempt will now be made %o introduce this game during the caming year.

General

Generally speaking, the behaviour of all residents both at the
settlement and the atation has been good., Ne major incidents requiring
police intervention were recorded.

HOOKER CREEK

Hocker Creek Reserve lies on the southern extremity of the
Victoria River District immediately south of Wave Hill Station, It
is approximately 400 air miles south=west of Darwin, It has a two-way
alrstrip and a weekly mail service is provided by Connellan Alrways
from Alice Springs. It may also be reached by a diversion of the weekly
mail run made between Darwin and Derby by MacRobertson Miller Airlines,
Radio contact is maintained with the Flying Doctor base, Wyndham, and
the transceiver is also fitted with the Devartment of Givil sviation
frequency,
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Populaticn

The people served by this settlement are mainly northemn
Wailbris who have tribal affiliations with the wards at both Warra-
bri and Yuendumu,

During the year under review 70 people werc transferred
from the two latter settlements to take up pemanent residence at

Hooker Creek, Despite this, however, migration out of the settle-
ment and an excess of deaths over births resulted in an increasc of

only 26 in the total population compared with that reccorded on 30th
June 19580

At 30th Junc 1959 the population compriscd :

Adult males 52
AAt feamales 86
Boys 27
Girls 31
Total 196 persons

Amongst the children a break-down by age-group rcvealed

Males Pemales Total
over 14 years - i 1y
7 yrs - 13 yrs 9 12 21
lyr - 6 yrs 16 12 28
less than 1 yr 2 3 5

Total 27 k1% 58

‘——— ——

Employment and Training

All adult males were kept in employment on the scitlament
pProper or on nelghbouring pastoral properties. The latter growp
included 15 stockmen, 10 station hands, and 5 drovers; 6 womcen
were employed as domestics,

Three cadet stockmen who finished their training during the
year were found regular employment off the settlement and threc new
1lads were sent out to the stock camp in their place,

Two men reached a fair standard of competency in bricklaying
and a native trained in plant maintenance took over responsibility
for the daily maintenance of all stationary engines {except mill
machinery) on the settlement.

Other training given during the year was in vehicle maine
tenance, care and handling of livestock, butchering, cooking, gare
dening, hyglene, and mill maintenance,

A feneing crew trained by the settlement ganger rcached the
stage where they oould be left to carry out all types of work in
this field without supervision,

Remuneration for work done is now sought by everyone employed
at the settlement and the old system of equal pay for all workers has
been abolished, Rates of pay vary from 5/~ to £4, per weck and all
employees now realise that they are peid in accordance with what they
actually do, not with what they are employed as.
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Construction

A road to Nongra Lake was well on the way to completion at
the clese of the year,

A meathouse, a cowyard, a piggery, and a slaughter yard were
gonstructed during the year and work on two concrete-brick staff re-
gidences was started., Foundations for one of two ablution blocks

were laida

A new stockyard was built at Walumali Rockhole in the south-
weat corner of the Reserve.

é@' culture

Absence of equipment has prevented the development of training
schemes in this field, The garden spray equipment was installed only
in June and production for the year was less than that grown during

1957/58.

Work is prooceeding in preparing a suitable site for an orchard.
Twenty-four holes for trees were dug bubt will be left for some time to
consolidate before any trees are planted. This area has been partly
fenced,

An experimental plot of sorghum was grown and the yield proved
that this crop will grow under seasonal conditions without supplementary
watering, An area of 80 acres was being ploughed at the close of the
year in readiness for a wet-geason planting during 1959/60.,

A buffel grass nursery was established to discover the most
sultable buffel seed for the area., It now appears likely that Birdwood
grass will give the best results but lack of suitable equipment made
impossible any large=scale pasture restoration and improvement programme,

Iucerne was grown but not very successfully,
Livestock

An experienced stockman was appointed in February 1959 and
immediately set about mustering. As a result, 297 beasts were branded,
comprising 81 bullocks, 66 steers, 3 bulls, 75 cows, and 72 hecifers.

The pastoral project envisaged last year could not be put into
operation owing to the non-arrival of the 200 breeders promised and the
loss of 30 stock horses which were transferred to Beswick Station,

Five stud bulls were introduced to the herd during the year.

The pig project is progressing well, There were 21 pigs on
hand at the end of the year, after 37 had been reared and consumed at
the scttlement during the year.

The poultry flock numbered 63 birds.

Production
Meat

Beef 22000 lbs,.

Goat mutton 1365 1bs,

Poultxry 230 1ba,

Dripping 208 gallons



Production contd.

Vegetables

Tamatoes 3806 lbas,
Pumnpkin 1464 1bg,
Cabbage 980 lbs.
Melon: Water 821 1bs,
Rock 194 1bs,
Beans 230 lba,
Cucumber 200 lbs,
Beetroot 75 1ba.
Lettuce 64 1lbs,
Carrota 6"+ 1bs,
Peas 41 1bs,
Qther
Milk - Goat 730 pallons
Epgs 609 dozen
Fish 112 1bs.
Buffel Seed 2 lbs,
Sorghum 6 bushels
Hobble Straps 200 units
Hide Ropes 50 units
Recreation

The showing of films was most popular but the lack of a sepa-
rate recreational hut was keenly felt, The isolation of the scttlement
restricts copportunities to engage in competitive events and for that
reason no organized European-~type sports have been introduced,

The social event of the year was provided by a visit to Wyndham
for the race meeting held in August/September 1958, This trip undoub-
tedly broadened the horizon of many natives who wdertock it, and has
already shown benefit in that there is a new approach to the acceptance
of employment on stations lying to the north of Hocker Creek Reserve.

A highlight of the visit was an organized inspcction tour of the
meat boat mev. "PORT TOWNSVILLE"; many of the visitors in the party had
never beforc seen a ship.

The canteen was very popular and has proved of value in giving
local natives practice in handling money and some understanding of its
significance and value in a European society.

MISSION ACTIVITIES

CHURCH MISSTONARY SOCIETY

GROOTE EYLANDT

Groote Eylandt lies off the east coast of Arnhem Land, It is
a large island, 937 rquare miles in area, and on it are loca.ted-two
mission stations, The settlement bearing the same name as the island
is located on the central-~wcst coast five miles from the mouth of the
Anurmnga River., The second mission station, named Umbakumba, is on the
northeeastern tip of the island.

Provigioning of thcse stations is accomplished by means of two
vessels based on the mission station at Roper River; =a small boa‘!‘»,
built at the mission during the year, is also on hand to assist with
unloading operations.
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PoEulation

Tribal influences are still important on Groote Eylandt
although many of the traditional social patterns are breaking down.
There were some localised disturbances during the year under review
which had their origin in omo sition by some of the native popula-
tion to official policy in respect of marriages.

At 30th June, 1959, the resident population comprised :

Adult males 81
Adult females 83
Boys 92
Girls 122
Total 378 persons

et

Trainigg

Good progress was made with the sewing classea, Senior girls
were taught to use sewing machines and sone to knit,

Boys were kept employed making paper knives from tortoise shell
and on other handicraft work,

Money recelved from the sale of these items ims applied to buying
extras for use in the school,

Small agricultural projects have been started to introduce the
young men living in the dommitories to agricultural work, The yicld
from the asmall garden maintained by them has been quite encouraging and
included pawpaws, pineapples, custard appler::, bananss, trombones, end
water melons,

A similar project is planned for the girls and prcliminary work
has already been put in hand,

Qutstanding work has been done by the officer responsgible for
mechanical training, All machinery installed at the mission is in
firgt-class condition and a class for young men has been organised,
Tasks performmed locally have included welding, repair and maintenance
to existing bu'ldings, and the crection of a steel~frame workshop.
Repairs were made to the tractor aml some spare parts manufactured,

A gulletting machine has been made for use in the maintenance of cir-
cular saws and at the close of the year a trailer for use at Umbakumba
was under construction.

Agricnlture and Forticulture

The material developmernt at the mission is now quite extensive,
4 vast amount of work was undertaken in clearing new areas for agricul-
tural and horticultural projects and more than 500 pawpaw and mango
trees were planted during the year, Banana suckers received from
Yirrkals Mission are also well established.

The water supply has been augmented following the purchase of
new pumping equipment which is capable of delivering 8,640 gallons per
day to the storage tank.

. ILosgses to market-garden produce caused by insect infestations
during the growing season were ievere on many crops, particularly the
tomato plants, the yield from wiich during 1958/59 was practically nil,
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Towards the close of the year new irrigation equipment
arrived at the miszion and it is snticipated that good crops will
be grown during the coming season,

Dry conditions caused a falling-off in the mission!s annual
milk production, but the goat herd was maintained and consgisted of
75 animals at the close of the year,

The poultry farm had o successful season during which chickens
were supplied to neighbouring C,M,S8. missions and prizes won with the
birds exhibited at the Darwin Show. Some losses have ccourred which
have been atiributed to attacks made by native cats.

Some pigs are still kept but the cost of feeding them has
become excessive and they will be disposed of as opportunity offers,

Saw-milling

Timber cut while preparing the new garden area was used in
the newly-built sawmill, The erection of this mill was a major

task included in which was involved the building of a welded steel
frame,

A diesel engine tc supply power was installed and the mill
is now in full operation.

Production
Seafood
Figh 16595 lba,
Turtle and Dugong 1641 1bs.
Garden
Fruit 4747 Ibs,
Greens 102 lba,
Beana, Peas, ctec. 103 1bs.
Potatoes 100 1bs,
Other vegetables 228 1ba.
Meat
BQEf 6636 IbB.
Pork 880 1bs,
Poultry 280 1bs,
Goat 60 lbs,
Other
Eggs - Hen 1670 dozen
Turtle 90 dozen
Fodder Seed 32 1bs,
Milk 300 gallons
Timber 24300 super feet
General

Religious instruction is given at the meetings and services
which form an integral part of mission activities.

The Bishop of Carpentaria called at the settlement during the
year, Groote Eylandt was the location chosen for a conference atten-
ded by clergy from all Church Missionary Society establishments,
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ROPER RIVER

The Roper River Migsion is situated in the south-easterm
corner of Armhem Land about 30 miles from the river mouth and 20
miles from the Roper River Bar where a police station has been
establisheds It is the depot from which other Church Missionary
Soclety mission stations in the area are provisioneds.

PoEulation

The mission lease covers approximately 230 square miles
and lies in couniry occupied by Nungubuyu, Mara, and Ridarrungu
tribegmen, Mogt of the people in contact with this migsion sta-
tion have become detribalised and since the opening of Rose River
Mission in 1952 the mmber of natives influenced by Roper River
Mission has declined consideralbly.

At 30th June, 1959, the resident population comprised :

Adult males 49
Adult females 52
Boys 9%
Girls 65
Total 260 persons

Training

Senior boys from the school attend instruction courses in
carpentry amd mechanics, During the latter course a grader was
made from codds and ends which were lying idle in the mission areas

Agri.culture

A reasonably successful year can be reported in this field.
A buffel-grass nursery was begun and became well established;
several collections of sced were made and other nurseries elsewhere
on the station were flourighing at the close of the year.

A stock and pagture survey was conducted by officers from
the Agricultural Branch and a vigit was also paid to the mission by
an expert in soil-erosion control,

Shipbuilding

A barge under construction at the beginning of the financial
Year was completed and put intc service. It was equipped with both
inboard and outboard engines as well as a mast and sail.

Pastoral Project

A cattle manager has been appointed to direct work on the
cattle project in the Roper River area. 4 Land Rover was purchased
to enable him to move sbout the district, and the recent arrival of
a good bull should enable this particular project to meke significant
Progress in the coming year.



Producticn
Meat
Beef 69920 lbs,
G‘Oat 1620 lbs-
Poultzy 76 1lbas,
Pork LO Ybs,
Garden
Fruit 11444 lbs.
Greens 975 lbs,
Beans, Peas, ete, 288 1bas,
Potatoes 2248 1ba,
Qther vegetables 1243 1bsa,
Sorghum 1570 lbs.
Seafood:
Fish 640 1bg.
Other
Eggs ~ Hen 3247 dozen
Milk 340 gallons
General

The year 1958/59 was marked by celebrations comnected with the
mission's 50th Anniversary of service to the native population in the
Roper River district,

A special convention was held at the site of the original mis-
sion buildings, a re-cnactment of the landing 50 years age took place,
and special film evenings were organised, Many visitors were received
during this festive period.

Normal missionary activities included the introduction at Christ-
mas of a series of tableaux depicting the Christmas story.

Difficulty is still being experienced in having the people accept
Christian concepts of marriage and a considerable amount of work ramains
to be done in this field,

Plans have been made to erect a new church ard repairs and main-
tenance were carried out on the existing building as opportunity offercd
during the year,

ROSE RIVER

This mission station iz located at the mouth of the Rose River
which flows into the Gulf of Carpentaria between Caledon Bay and the
Roper River estuary. The surrounding country is occupied by the
Nungubuyu tribe, members of which comprise the entire population
sexrved by the station, An airstrip capable of handling planes up
to the size of Dakotas has been prepared about two miles north-west
of the mission buildings, and the mission provision-ships which ope-
rate from the Church Missionary Society headquarters on the Roper
River provide another mesns of gaining access.

Population

During 1958/59 there wis a marked increase in the number of
beople in residence at the mission. After five months of settling
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in it now appears that they will settle in well and assist materially
in forwarding the local works programme,

At 30th June, 1959, the resident population comprised :

Adult males 59
Adult females 63
Boys 53
Girls 49
Total 29 persons

Training and Employment

Considerable quantities of baskets and mabs have been cxported
for sale and native crafismen have been encouraged to work on artifacts
such as carved spearheads, bullroarers, model spears, etc.

Logging

A bush fire destroyed some timber in the ¥icinity of the mission
station thus reducing output compared with 1957/58; this project pro-
vided work and training for many men, The present practice is to employ
the married men on cutting and logging operations whilst the single men
are employed on actual milling,

Conatruction

A new 5,000~gallon tank was erected for use as the native-camp
water supply and additional work is in hand to provide improved facili-
ties for washing and showering, New toilet facilities were installed
and instruction in their correct uss given.

Pive new native dwellings were complefed and others repainted;
work began on quarters for single men, and washing facilities were
installed at the hospital and nursing sister's residence.

Whilst timber was still in plentiful supply work continued on
2 large staff residence and linings were put into existing houses.
Many natives assisting the carpenter showed aptitude for this type -of
worke

Agriculture

The return from the garden during the year was not as high
as expected despite the immense amount of hard work which was put
into preparing the area, When the prolonged dry spell gave way to
rain large-scale plantings were made of tomatoes, bananas, pineapples,
and sweet potatoes.

Livestock

There was an increase in the number of geoats on the station
during the year and goat mutton was used as a supplementary food,

Production
Seafood

Turtle and Dugong 38323 1lbs.
Fish LB0L 1bs.



Production contd,

Garden
Fruit and Nuts 5691 1ba,
Beans, Peas, etc, 62 Ibs,
Potatoes 257 lba,
Cther Vegetables gt 1bsg,
Sorghum 80 1bas,
Majze 29 1bs,
Podder Seeds 200 1bs,
Meat
Goat 218 1bs,
PO'LIltI‘y 66 Ibs,
Othey
Bggs « Hen 179 dozen
Turtle 65 dozen
Milk 1040 gallons
Timber 15626 super feet
Ggneral

The chaplain has spent much time on translating the Scriptures
and some choruses into the local tongue. Bible classes are attended
by both the staff and native population and the attendance at these
meetings is regularly good.

in event of major advantage to the migsion’s exdstence has heen
the ability of the master of the provisions ship to bring supplies right
to the misgion where they can be unloaded without having recourse to

double handling and the extra travelling which had been necessary pree
viously,

IMBARIMBA

Umbakumba, 18 the youngest of the Church Missionary Soclety
missions in Nerth Australia, the aite of the mission having been taken
over from a private individual only 18 months agoe The settlement
les on the north-eastern tip of Groote Eylandt,

As with other Church Missionary Society missions on the Gulf

of Garpentaria the station is provisioned by stores ships operating
ocut from Roper River Mission.

Population
At 30th June, 1959, the resident population comprised :

Adult males L2
Adult females a8
Boys 53
Girls 52
Total 175 persons

Employment

The arrival in October of equipment for the sawmill opened up
a new field of employment and once milling operations began material
was made available for constructional work on a dining room and kitchen
under the school, a bedroom, and a room where handicrafts can be taught.
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Bark paintings, carved objects, spear heads and shells have
been prepared and despatched to Sydney for uliimate sale.

ggg' culture

An area considered suitsble for development as a garden wag
located four miles from the settlement, ard after an inspection by
an agricultural expert confirmed the cholce of site, clearing opera-
tions began, Dry leaves were collected and dug in, superphosphate
added, and crops of peanuts, sorghum, and tomatoes planted. Some
difficulty was experienced owing to ingect infestations but generally
speaking the plantings have justified the labour involved,

Livestock

4 herd of goats supplied milk, and poultry sent from Groote
Eylandt Mission ensured a steady supply of eggs, ZEnquiries are being
made regarding a market in Darwin (or elsewhere) for turkeys¢ There
are also many cattle roaming on the island and a cattle yard was built
to retain 13 beasts recently rounded up.

At the 30th June, 1959, a count of other livestock on and
around the station revealed : 88 goats; 14 pigs; 32 fowls {20 hens);
7 turkeys (1 govbler); 4 cows (with calves); 2 bulls,

Production
Seafoods
Fish 7970 Ibs,
Turtle and Dugong 1740 1bs,
Garden
Fruit 1742 1lbs.
Greens 111 lbse
Beans, Peas, etc. 16 1bs,
Potatoes 143 1ba.
Other vegetables 50 lba.
Meat
Pork 20 1bs.
Goat &D Ibs.
Poultry Tos.
Game 480 lbs.
Other
Eggs - Hen 282 dozen
Turtle 67 dozen
Wik 630 gallons
Timbexr 11118 super feet
General

In spite of difficulties inseparable from the fask of developing
a New ares, progress made over the year was satisfactory,

Ais yet, the local population have not fully scttled into the

mission routine and it has been necessary to supervisc all work being
done at all times,

In August 1958 an official party visgited the area in search of
water and suitable sites for the raising of dams.

An outboard motor which arrived towards the end of the financial
Year facilitated movement and has made possible regular contact with
people living elsewhere on the bay.
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LEICHHARDT DI STRICT

Patrol Staff

Three Patrol Officers-in-Training were appointed late in
1958 and, following a short induction course in Darwin, were
posted to field centres,

Following the resignation of the Manager of Beswick Station,
one Patrol Officer-in-Training took over these duties for several
weeks, pending the appointment of the new full-time Manager. The
cthers remained on patrol duties in and around Darwin, where later
they were joined by a Cadet Patrol Officer,

The three new Patrol Officers-in-Training proceeded to the
Australian School of Pacific Administration, Sydney, in January 1959,

Following the successful completion of their coursec at
A 8. O P As, three other Patrol Officers and one Cadet Patrol Officer
returned to duty in Darwin for a period before being re-posteds
During his term of duty in Leichhardt District one of these Patrol
Officers relieved the Settlement Superintendent at Maningrida Settle-
ment, thus enabling the officer concerned to proceed on recreation
leave. During this same period the newly-appointed Cadet Patrol
Officer who accompanied him received three months training in settle-
ment duties,

Barly in 1959 another Patrol Officer-~in-Training was appointed
to the Leichhardt District.s This officer, assisted by a Welfare Officer,
has maintained a continuous and close swrvey of natives living in close
rroximity to the Stuart Highway beitween Darwin and &delaide River,

Patrols

Patrols to the Daly River area were conducted as frequently as
possible and contact was maintained in the Adelside River and Batchelor
Districts, The latter area was visited fortnightly to ccincide with
the local pay day, and considerably assisted the Batchelor Police
Officer in maintaining law and order among the native population.

The Cape Don and Cobourg Peningula areas were also patrolled,

Town patrols were maintained throughout the year, particularly
on Wednesday evenings, when the natives usually attend the local pic-
ture theatre, Night patrols were carried out regularly by two Welfare
Officers, one male and one female, who did valuable work in and around
the Parap, Stuart Park and Winnellie areas where social problems, and
in particular those affecting juveniles and child@ neglect, were dealt
with. Special patrols were organized over the Christmas/New Year period.

For much of the year, the Patrol Officers! activitics were
limited fto areas where it was possible to take a conventional-drive
vehicle, although the Central Trensport Authorlty co-operated to the
limit of their ability in providing four-wheel-drive vehicles when-
ever pogsible,

The Diptriot Welfare Officer made regular visits to Delissa-
ville, Snake Bay and Maningrida Settlements, and was also able to
make a brief inspection of Crcker Islarnd, Goulbwrn Island, and

Oenpelll Missions.

Fmployment

Demand for labour fluctuated according to the season but
generally speaking it exceeded supply. The deftand for labowr has
been accentuated by the development of the beef export trade from
the port of Darwin and also by the development of the city itself,



€3

Trained domestic staff are in critically short supply, and
many more women cowld be placed if they were available; however,
supply is limited by such factors as unsuitability of accommodation
as well as by the transitory habits of many of the natives them-
selvess

Congiderable difficulty was experienced in £illing labour
demgnds received from the pastoral industry in late 1958 and early
1959, In fact, vacancies still existed at the close of the year,
although an airlift of employees and families from Port Keats Mission
to adjacent properties was organized to help alleviate the poaition,

This is the first occasion on which a large~-scalc movement of
this nature has occurred, and judging from reports received, it has
proved successful,

Employment on settlements continued to increase, principally
as the resuli of increased operations at the milling project at Snake
Bay and to developmental work being put in hand at Maningrida. Omne
effect of this has been a lowering in the supply of labour for other
areas and this year, for the first time, the Defence Services,who
employ relatively large groups of wardsg, could not obtain their full
labour requirements.

There is =still a constant demand for aboriginal men in town
areas as permanent or casual employees. Natives awaiting repatria-
tion after medical treatment have no diffieudty in obtaining short-
term employment at rates of pay which enable them to return home with
scme funds in hand,

Offences

During the period urnder review, a ifotal of two hundred and
thirty two wards were charged before the Court, compared with iwo
hundred and two in the previous year and one hundred and eighty in
1956/57. Of these, one hundred and thirty four were fined and
ninety eight received gpol sentences.

One hundred and seventy one of these charges were for drinidng
liquor {compared with one hundred and fifteen for the previous year)
and twelve were for drinking methylated spirits (compared with twenty
three for the previous year).

Pour men appeared on charges of resisting arrest and two for
hindering the police which may suggest a trend of behaviour amongst
natives resident in the Derwin district which will need careful hand-
ling, All six of these cases arose out of incidents at the Baget
Settlement where a Police Officer was obstructed while endeavouring
to arrest a person under the influence of liquor,

This is not the first time that natives have been arrested
for resisting arrests; however, it is the first time that chargea
of hindering the police have been mades The persons hindering were
not under the influence of liquor, bul out of sympathy for their
colleagues they did everything possible to make the arresting con=-
stablets task difficult,

Social C&inge

Unfortunately, the natives who were admitted to the Citizens
Military Force in Darwin failed to show continued interest and be-
cause of sbsences from parades and other omissions, the Army decided
to discharge them, Their fatilure to measure up to the required stan—
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derda of efficionay may have been dus in pert to lack

tion and conoe tration by the men themsslves, and alsc to the fast
that 1t wvaa not possible for Velfare “ffisers to deveb suf iclont
peracrial intercst, and to rive sufficient or to ine

oneturageuert
instruct thes more fully regarding their respmmeidilities to the
Mlitary forces,

of

i

Twenty-Lmr school children fyos Delisaaville Settlement
visited Dapwin just “of re Chrilstasn as the guests of children
attending the Unitad Church ‘unday School, In nast yea=s ‘he
children fron the Jundsy 3chool have visitod D.l!.asavlne; thie
wng the £irat ovcasion on which Ahe efldren fror the get!lecemt
hsve comw to Uarvin f{or the Christems party.

Tn the veeksnd of the 2%d/"2+h st 1751, the Delisna~
ville rativen invited Dp, C. Time:t .f the Denartment of Health
to attend an initia‘fon cercuony at the ssttlesent. The natiwes
vere Lrregred with the intorest awl oivdee slven by Dr, Tivwett,
an:! hove requested that a remrosentallve of the Departoe-t of
Sealth be sresent on future cacaslons,

The Welfare Dranch agein s‘aged an evhibit in the 1952
Darvin Show and geined seoond prize for ite entyy. The stall
vaz comnletely and attractively ilt by tralnees under the
directlion of the carnenter from fzpot Gettlscent,

Durings Fohruary 1757, tuventy-~five native dancers from
Darvin, Inake Ray nnd Deliasaville visited Alies Sgrings to
narticinate in the local "Pang Tail 'uster® celsbrstime. ™
daneing ahility »f thrac northern matives, together vith osrtain
m!~e features of their corroborees, created & vory “mvourad e
imreaalon end thelr porformance was one of the Lighlishte f
the colebratione,

SRR ACIITI LS
MNAZ

The oottlement at Bagot, on the outskirts of Demdn,
oontimeee %0 sorve o samevhat different mroose froo set:loments
®lamdere mvd, in 8o doing, noscs nrobiess veculinr to its
loostion and function, In aldition to accor olating wards in
tranait $o outlying districta after recelvinr nedicil trestasnt
ir Darvin, Tagot orovides for & reaident populstion of wards of
vrious tribnl afftlistions vho have coms to regard he Teywin
zred W their hame, There is 2lso a transient pomalation ocm-
mrising hoth sen and vomsn Whio vigit Dervin for nersonal ressore,
on vaontion, or for and seek socammodntion olose to the
toun for the duration of thelr etay,

For the oonvenlonce of the first group, Nogot rrovi ‘ee
temperery sccom-odation, ratlons, end 2 nlaos to esmvalesoe !f
eetanry, Tor the ertorent residents vho weke wp the second
group, the settlemsnt provides husing, educetion znd health
serrices, rcoreq-fonal fncllities so! voos’ionsl guidance, md
tr ining in cookine, vehiole driviag and msintsnence, gerdening
! pmltry farmings

The mzin icportenoe of Pagot in reepect of the third group
is that 1: provi’es mit-ble trsnsient socomodatien end helps to
spadd the sctting on of emll eemps lasking sdequete swperviszion
o oenirol,
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Populaticn

The average mumber living at Bagot during 1958/59 was 277;
the maxdmum for the year was 296 and the minimum 255, In the
period between 1st March 1959 and 30th June, 1959, repatriation
was arranged for 195 people.

There were five serious incidents at the settlement which
required the attention of the Darwin Police. There were two inei-
dents each of which involved the death of one native; ancther
brought a charge of oceasioning grievous bodily harm, and two
other persons were charged with resisting arrest.

The practice of drinking has declined within the bounds
of the reserve but still constitutes a major problem of control
outside it,

Enplomnt

The employment figures at the settlement proper ranged from
a maximum of 33 men and 8 women to a minimum of 24 men and 2 women,
These persons are engaged on maintenance and essential services for
which they receive a weekly wage of £3,10.0. for males and £1,15.0.
for females,

Training

Training courses were conducted in cooking, hygiene, medical
orderly work and motor-vehicle maintenance,
Production

The nature of the settlement at Bagot and its location pre-
e¢ludes development of any large-scale agricultural projects. However,
production of vegetables for the kitchen during the year totalled -

FPruit Vegetables

Bananas 2037 lbsa Tomatoes 1127 lbs,

Pawpaw 1507 1lbs, English cabbage 598 lbs,

Pineapples 2687 1bs, Chinese cabbage 455 1bs,
Pumpkin 220 Ibs.

An important development has been the establighment during
the year of large pawpaw and banana plantations, the former being
equal to any in the near neighbourhood of Darwin.

A new Ferguson tractor has been delivered and has materially
assisted the work done in the garden arec.

Recreation

A projection box amd a pemanent screen have been installed
in the recreation hall and facilities for indoor sports have been -
provided in the form of material for bowls, table temnds, darts, quoits,
ate.

The football team which finished fourth in the local Australian
Rules competition contained many players drawn from Bagot.

The basketball players fielded two sides, the 'A'-grade team
finishing the season thixd and the 'B'-grade team fourth, A member of
the former iecam wes second in the goal-throwing table, A side was also
fielded in the women's basketball campetition and although not particu-
larly successful the appearance of this fuli-blood women's team consti-
tutes an important step forward in the assimilaiion programme,
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There are 13 boys enrolled as Wolf Cubs or Boy Scouts; all
of the latter have passed their tenderfoot badge.

General

' The practice of charging for meals mupplied to residents
using the settlement kitchen was instituted in August 1358, This
system is now working satisfactorily and by the close of the year

a total of £1,208,2,0, had been collected from the sale of meal
tiokets.

DELISSAVILLE

Delissaville lies on the western side of Darwin Harbour. It
isg not within a proclaimed reserve and a detour road has been con=
structed around the settlement to obviate the need for people tra-
velling to West Point to pass through the area. There is no regular

air service but an airstrip suitable for light planes is kept in
usable condition,

Population

At 30th June 1959 the resident population comprised :

Adult nales 66
Adult females 29
Boys 34
Girls 23
Total 162 persons

Employment

During the year under review a party of 16 men were employed
for same months at the salt pans near Darwin at a wage of £4. a day.

Otherwise employment was largely confined to settlement maintenance
and essential services.

Training

The present training programme for young men centres chiefly
on agricultural work and the care of livestock; for young women ther
are courses in home management, home nursing, and child welifare.

The following articles of clothing werc made by female wards
working under supervision of the part-time Matroni

Towels 150

Boxer Shorts 30 pairs
Petticoats 25
Sun frocks (girld) 20
Pants /N
Napkins p
Shirts 30
Hospital nightgowns 20
PFrocks (women's) 20
Jackets 12

Production
Garden: Snake beans 1385 lbs,

Tomatoes 1206 1bs.
Water Melons bL0 1bs,



€7

Production contd,

Trombones 343 ibsa
Cucumbers 120 lbsa,
Pumpkin 73 1lbs.
Peanuts 5 bags
Other Goats milk 340 pints
Pish L5 1ba,.
Turtle 130 1bs,
Wwild Pig 395 lbs.

Recreation

A party of dancers drawn from the Waigait tribesmen residing
at Delissaville performed at the Bang Tall Muster held at Alice Springs
during the year.

The social club, which plays a major part in life on this settle
ment, has continued to function satisfactorily. Men from the settlement
reguiarly play with sides competing in Darwin's football competition,

General

The rcad linking Delissaville and Darwin has been repaired and
new substantial bridge buwdilt at Tumbling Waters.

MANINGRIDA

Maningrids lies on the estuary of the Liverpcol River in north-
central Arnmhem Land about 250 air miles from Darwin, It is acceasible
by sea and air only.

This outpost has been in operation for only two years and to
date has functioned as a irading and medical depct rather than a full-
scale settlement. However developmental work already completed and
currently in hand will, in the foreseecable fufurce, make possible the
provision of facilities equal to those available %o natives in more
developed areas of the Northem Territory.

PoEuJa tion

The population comprises mainly Burera, Nakara, and Gunavidji
tribesmen, The average number in contact with the scttlement during
the year under review was 32C.

At 30th June 1959, the resident population comprised

AAult males 83
Adult females 109
Boys 66
Girls 71
Total 325 persong

Construction

A temporary residence for use by the Assistant Manager and a
bush building suitable to accammodate up to four singlc men were erected
during the year, Both are very substantial buildings and should be

in use for some years.



68
Alrstri

Work on the airsirip continued ard by June 1959 had proceeded
to the point that the field could be licensed to take aircraft as
large as the derial Medical Service's de Havilland Dove,

Purther extensions of the strip to make it suitable for air-
craft as large as D.C.3's will be difficult owing to the nature of
the so0il which would require a great deal of consolidation.

Emglowen‘b

The practice of crediting workers with wages was discontinued
during 1958/99 and a system of cash payment put into regular operation,
In contrast to settlements elsewhere, however, the natives at Meningrida
are engaged primarily in hunting, fishing, and other like pursuits rather
than on tasks within the confines of the settlement.

Production

4n agricultural area has been prepared and many types of plants
and trees are being grown as part of an experimental project. Of
current interest is the growth of tropical apple trees, navel and Valen-
cia orange frees, limes, giant loquats, Queensland nuts, avocados, coffee
plants, and grenadillas.

& coconut grove has been established along the foreshore and,
despite a setback caused by flooding during the last wet season, good
prograess is being made in establishing the grove,

Eggfruit from the gettlement took first, second, and third prizes
at the 1958 Darwin Show.

Production details are as under :

Gaxrden Beans 1530 1bs,.
Pawpaw 1009 lbs,
Pumplcin 780 lba.
Tomatoes 535 lbs,
Cucumber 448 1bs,
Rock Melon 393% lbs,
Bggfruit 370 1lbs.
Sweetcorm 50 lbs,
Bananas 30 dozen

Seafoods Turtle 3250 1bs.
Fish 758 1bs,
Crab 365 lbs,
Dugong 235 I1bs.

A riverfront area which appears well~suited to market gardening
has been found about three miles from the settlement and will be ex~
Ploited at the first opportunity.

General

The radio transceiver at the settlement broke down in November
and in order that cammunications could be restored it was necessary to
send a party by cance to Goulburn Islaxd, This journey tock two days
of arducus travel.

Vigits were made to the settlement during the year by officers
of the C.8,I.R.0, Soil Research Branch, Water Use Branch Northern Terrie
tory ddministration, and the Commonwealth Department of Works, 4 re-
search scholar from the National University, Canberra, completed his
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initial twelve months of field work and returmed south; a dental
research scientist spent some weckc at the settlement and in the
surrounding area,

SNAKE BAY

Snake Bay, on the north coast of Melville Island, is appro-
ximately 70 air miles from Darwin, The scttlement, located on the
western shore of the bay, provides houging, health and education
services, and training facilities in agriculture, forestry, fishing,
mechanics and carpentry.

The number of people at the settlement fluctuates owing
partly to population movenent between Snake Bay Scttlement and the
mission gtation on nearby Bathurst Island, ard partly to the rela-
tive proximity of Darwin where outside employment is available,

The Melville and Bathurst Islanders have an identical culture,
language, and social pattern, and are known collectively as Tiwla,

PoBula.tion

The total population at the settlement approximated 1%
during the year, and as at the 30th June, 1959, camprised :

Adult males 61
Aduit females 60
Boys 25
Girls 19

Total 165 persons

A —

The asbove figures excluded 12 persons merely vigiting Snake
Bay, and 7 who had been committed to the settlement for disciplinary

PUrposess

Enployment

The maximum number of people employed at the settlement during
the year was 44 men and 15 women; the minimum was 41 men and 11 women,
In addition, there were 13 men and 2 women regularly cmployed in Darwin,

The average wage paid to people working on the settlement was
£1.1,6, for men and 12= 3d. for women.

The distribution of workers by age group was as follows ¢

Under 20 years of age 10
20 = 30 years of age 12
30 « 4O years of age L,
Over 40, excluding hunters 23

Total 59 persons

Of these people four men and two women could read and write, and five
others could write their own names

There were six fishermen whose total earnmings ampunted to
£158,19,.6., and a group of women employed collecting oysters, crabs
and similar seafoods earned £80.10.6.
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The regular teacher's assistant on Snake Bay, herself an ex—
pupil of the school, is now receiving £3.10,0, per week, and another
lad was undergoing on~the=job training in this field at the close of
the year.

Training
The following courses were held; attendances were as shown:

Carpentry course 3 men
Mechanic!s course 1 man
Cooking course 1 man
Hospital Assistant!s course 1 man

Production - Garden

Fruit Vegetables
Melon; Water 4088 1bs. Cabbage 325 1bs,
Rock 04 Ibs. Radish 297 lbs.
Pinespples 99 1hs, Pumplkin 230 lbs,
Tomatoes 213 1bs.
Beans 131 lbs,
Cucumbrers 28 lbs.

Wet-season crops of water melon, rock melon, peanuts and sorghum
were planted but all except the water-melon crop failed.

Dry-seagson crops have been planted but the shortage of water for
irrigation purposes curtailed production.

Plantings made at the 30th June, 1959, were =

Cashew-nut 300 trees
Mangoes 200 v
Pawpaw 15 ¢
Jackfruit 50 "
Coconut 36 palms
Citrus 16 trees

The area in the vicinity of the settlement was surveyed by Water
Use Branch during the year,

Livestock

There zxre 11 pigs and 28 goats on the settlement,
Logging

The saw=mill has been completely overhauled and rebuilt for which
pPurpose 7,000 super feet of cypress pine was cut, Logs cut for use on

other projects totalled 480 from which 9,000 super feet of timber were
milled,

Sufficient hardwood is standing within 8 miles of the mill to
satisfy settlement demands over many years to come,

Cypress stands have been largely cut out from the vicinity of
the settlement and journeys of up to 23 sea miles or 40 land miles (by
dry~weather road only) are necessary to reach suitable trees. Plantings
of seedlings from this ycar's crop will be made from young trees already
collected.
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Scrub capable of producing up to 50,000 super feet of timber
suitable for joinery work has been sighted close to the settlement,

Water Supply

A cement wall has been built to prevent the sea water from
contaminating the fresh-water supply and has proved quite cffective
except when an occasional very high tide occurs.

The present fregh-water supply is sufficient for domestic and
settlement purposes except that agriculture is restricted to a f-acre
area of garden,

Consiruction

A new kitchen was completed in Septamber and threc meals per
day are now provided to all residents, Two cooks received training
at Bagot and two bush ovens are now regulariy in use,

A coolroon was also completed and came into cperation during
the year.

Other new consiructions included a welded-frame garage, onc
staff residence, an office and a canteen building,

sirstrip

The airstrip was closed for three months whilst improvements
were being made to the runway which was widened by 250 ff, and leng-
thened by 1,000 £t. in order that D.C.3 aircraft could safely use it,

This work involved the removal of some 10,000 trees and
employed 14 men full time for ten wecks.

The sirip reopened in February 1559,
Recreation

The natives in this area prefer fishing axd hunting, PFouwrteen
canoes are kept at the settlement ard are regularly used at weckends,
Transport for hunting trips to suitable locations is also arranged.

An athletic meeting was held on New Year's Day but generally
speaking Buropean~type team sports cannot be readily organised at the
settlement owing to the difficuliy of firding sufficient playcrs to
make up two sides, Nevertheless, one football match was played during
the year between teams from Snake Bay and Garden Point Mission, The
match resulted in a win for the mission side but the fixbture was a
success socially and as a sports day, and more such mectings will be
arranged whenever circumstances allow,

Sales at the canteen during the year averaged over £50. per
week; the annual total was £2,575.8.4.

MISSION ACTIVITIES

(i) CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY
OENPEILI

Qenpelll is situated in remote comtry 317 miles by road from
Darwin, via Pine Greeck; it is 7 miles from the East illigator River
and may also Pe approached by sea or air.

During the year under review many changes of staff occurred and
a settled programme became possible only during the months of 1959,

Oenpelli has been chosen as the site for a large-scale pastoral
project.
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Population

_ The miss:?on offers accommodation, medical services, spiritual
guidance and training to the natives of the area. It serves another
useful purpose by acting as a frontier station and buffer between the

4rnhem Land people and the crocodile~shooting camps found in this
neighbourhood.

At 30th June, 1959, the resident population camprised :

Adult males 8l
1t femmles 8
Roys 6l
Girls 56
Total 288 persons

Training and Employment

The construction of a new church kept meny men in employment
both at the building site and on logging and milling works.

Senior girls attended homecraft training classes run by the
Nursing Sister and instructional classes in hygiene, given during the
year, also proved ‘o be beneficial,

AL start was made on the construction of a nmative village and
work continued at the hospital where mew floors and partitions are
being put in,

Excavating for the sewerage gystem to be comnected to all
gtaff residences was begun,

TLivestock

Cattle were widely scattered on the property at the beginning
of the year but a muster in Octcber brought the herd together and over
450 beasts including 90 calves were ultimately branded, 4 market for
beef haa been found in Darwin and it is hoped that this side of the
mission's work will now develop considerably.

L horse mugter realised 18 head in fugust 1958,

Periodic round-ups of buffalo for hides and meat were under-
taken by the native stockmen during the year.

Agriculture

The amount of produce from the garden was severely reduced by
the depredations of birds, In spite of this setback falrly satisfac-
tory supplies of fruit and vegetables have been harvested. At the
close of the year promising crops of melon and pumpkin were growing in
plots specially treated with manure,

Bggs and milk supplies werc maintained throughout the year.
Production

Crops
Sugar Cane 5600 lbs,



Proeduction contd,

Garden
Fruit 3585 1bs.
Beans and Peas 226 lba,
Potatoes 118 1bs.
Other Vegetables 949 lbs,
Meat
Beef and Buffalo 115600 1bs,
Goat 370 lbs,
Poultry 300 1bs,
Qther
Eggs: Hen 4hi, dozen
Milk 2157 gallons
General

Surveying of the new airstrip was done by a team of experts
from the Department of Givil Aviation,

Oenpelli was chosen as the site for an experiment carried out
on fowls delivered to the mission. The eggs were collected and des-
patched to a southern research laboratory where they were inspected for
the presence of encephalitis,

Church services on the mission continue to be well attended
and special adult Bible classes are held at least twice per week,

4 wedding between two members of the siaff was celebrated
at the miasion during the year,

(ii) METHODIST OVERSE.AS MISSIQN

EHO ISLIND

Elcho Island lies to the north of Buckingham Bay off the coast
of northern Arnhem Land and between Howard and Wessel Islands. The
migsion itself is 330 air miles from Derwin, but can also be reached
by ship to an excellent harbour in the nearby Cadell Straits,

Population

The area influenced by this misaion station includes Elche,
Howard, Wessel and English Company Islands and, on the meinland, the
country extending from the Woolen River cast to irmhem Bay and inland
to the headwaters of the Woolen and Buckingham Rivers.

As at 30+h June, 1959, the population canprised

Adult males 96
Ldult females L0
Boys 116
Girls 99

Total b5 persons

vy ——————
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Logging

The sawmill was redesigned and its location moved during the
year under review, 4s g result a larger output of sawn timber has
beel:l achieveds The mill operated with only a few interruptions
during the year thus providing steady, uscful employment far many men
engaged on cutting, hauling, milling and stacking.

Fi shigg

There was an increase in the quantity of fish caught but addi-
tional equipment must be obtained before plans to export fish to markcts
outgide the Northern Territory can be furthored.

Agriculture

Fairly good retums were obtained in the agricultural field
despite the late onset of the wet season, Work continued on irriga-
tion projects aimed at lifting the output from those sections of the
garden to be specially served,

Handicrafts

In addition tc native handicrafts work which constitutes a
major economic scotion of work at the mission, classes were held in
sewing, singing, and hygiene as part of the school curriculum,

Production
Crops
Cassava 5532 lbs.
Peanuts 1100 1bs,
Rica 7 bags
Sorghum 815 1bs.
Cashew Nuts 165 dozen

Vege tables

Potatoes - Sweet 12 tons
Water Melon 552; igs.
Pumpkin Ly Sa
Tomatoes 1636 1bs,
Snake Beans 150 iba,
Cucumbers 9¢ 1bs.
Carrots 77 1iba,
Fruit
Bananas 7986 lbs.
Pineapples 7197 1bs,
Pawpaws 6749 1ba,
Limes L3 dozen
Guavas 100 dozen
Manpocs 100 dozen
Custard iApples 13 dozen
Fisgh 25536 1bs.
Timber 26289 super fcet
Craft Sales £ke 0s O
Crocodile Skins £115.,12, 0.
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‘ The Sunlay School services werc woll attended but some falling
off in attendance at the church services held was noticed amongst the

adults, Meetings held during the weck are popular, particularly choir
practice. '

4 youth club was formed during the year and filled a long-felt
need amongst the young men and boys,

The aircraft based at Elcho Island and piloted by the superin~

tendent is proving increasingly valuable to the officient functioning
of the mission.

GOULBURN ISL.ND

Goulburn Island lies off the central irnhem Land coast opposite
Arnhem Bay and east of the King River; 4t is approximately 30 square
miles in area, The Mission Station itself is 200 air miles north-cast
of Darvd.n.

Population

The arca influenced by this mission cxtends beyond the island
proper to the ccastal strip extending eastwards towards the Liverpool
River and inland to a distance of about 20 milcs. This area 1s occu-~
plied by the Maung, Twaldja, Wailang, and Gunwinggu tribes,

4s at 30th June, 1959, the pcpulation comprised:

Adult males 72
Ldult females 66
Boys W6
Girls 31
Total 215 persons

A culture

Agriculiural development was hindered by the neccssity to
divert all available labour to the construction of a new airficld,
However, same new areas were cleared and approximately ten acres of
ground were prepared for plantings of sweet potatoes and peanuts
during the next wet seascn.

Another garden site was located which will first need to be
punped dry. JAn engine has been ordered for this purpose and the
area should be brought into operation during the coming year,

The pawpaw, coconut, and banana plantations were cxtended.

Water Supply

A windmill was set up close to the well serving the 3,000
gallon tank erected during the year thus cbviating the ncud for con-
tinuous use of the pumping engine.

Construction

Generally speaking the property is in a pood state of repair
throughout,

A new gtaff residence was completed during the year, as were
two houses in the native village and a new ablution block, The in-~
stallation of electric lighting in all administrative buildings, the
natives! recreation area, ard one of the native camps was an important
achicvement and did much to inmprove conditions at the mission generally,
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Alrstrip

The new airfiecld was completed and planes up to the size of
D. G35 can now use i%,

Production
Crops
Peanuts 560 1bs.
Cassava 323 lbs,

Vegetables

Potatoes ~ Sweet 797 1bs.
Pumplkin 185 1bs.
Beans 80 1bs,
Cucumbers &) lhs.
Radiszh L0 Iba,
Yams 30 1bs,
Chinese Cabbage 15 lbs,
Turnips 12 Ibs.
Fruit
Bananas 1226 lbs,
Pawpaws 2499 1bs.
Mangoes 1426 lbs,
Coconuts 1280 only
Limes 622 dozen
Custard Apples 80 lbs,
Seafood
Fish 2766 1bs.
Turtle and Dugong 1183 lbs.
Meat
Buffalo 766 1bs,
GOa.t 22? lbs.
Pork 173 lbs,
Milkc
Goat 200 gallons
General

Two church services are comducted each Sunday, the evening
meeting being supplemented by a religious film strip., Sunday School
classes are also given.

During the week Fellowship meetings attracted 40 to 50 persons
on Wednesdays and a choir of 2, practised each Friday. This latter
group assists regularly on Sundays and during feast periods such as
Christmas and Easter.

MILINGIMBI

The Mission Station is located on the small island of Milingimbi,
a member of the Crocodile group, lying midway along the north coast of
Arnhem Land between the Blyth and Goyder Riverss It is about 350 sea
miles from Darwin.
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Population

The sphere of influence of the Misalon extends along the
mainland as far east and west as the Blyth and Woolen Rivers and as
far inland as the headwaters of the Goyder River,  All the abori-
gines in this area have cammon social and rcligious habits and speak
variants of the samc langvage; consequently, it has becn possible
to develop one dialect, Gobaboinga, into a lingua franca for the area.

The number of natives in regular contact with the iission

varies between 400 and 450; another 150 live on nearby islands or
the mainland.

As at 30th June, 1959, the population comprised :

Adult males g2
Adult females 112
Boys 12
Girls 136
Tobal TSN persons

Enployment and Training

Night classes were held where instruction was given in scwing,
mechanics, carpentry, and nursing, As soon as trained staff arrive
it is plamned to exterd the field and include training in agricultural
work,

In due course it iz hoped that the itrainces showing thc greatest
aptitude for their work will be transferred to Darwin for more advanced
ard intensive instruction,

fonstruction

Work on the erection of the new church continued throuyghout the
year and the opening ceremony was performed on 27th Junc, 1959, A
memorial window commemorating the work of a pioncer missgionary is an
atbractive feature of this building,.

Cther buildings completed included two native cottages, a rest
room and store at the aerodrome, a milking shed with washroom for uten-
gils attached, and a small jetty, One staff rcsidence was approaching

campletion at the end of the year; routine repair and maintenance work
centinued as usuals

Water Supply

A bore with a capacity of same 2,850 gallons per hour was sunk
ard a 5,000=-gallon tank was erected to store the water,

EEE culture

The umsual nature of the 1958/59 wet season proved disastrous
to some of the crops amd gencrally specking the yields for the year werc
gomewhat disappointing, The increased acreage available &id not return
produce c¢omparable with the labour expended and of all the harvest perhaps
the best was that from the luceme paddocks. As elsewhere c2long the coast
the peanut crops failed.



Production
Crops
Peanuts 10994 1bs,
Maize 244, lbs,
Cassava 2203 1bs,
Sugar Cane 190 lbs.
Hay
Townsville lucems L5 tons
Townsville seed 156 1bs.
Vegetables
Potatoes - Sweet 10871 ibs.
Tamatoes 2655 lba,
Melons: Water 1253 lbs,
Rock 482 1bs,
Jam LO1 lbs,
Pumpkin 1106 1bs,
Carrots 574 1bs.
Cabbage 555 1bs.
Radigh and Silver Beet 351 1bs.
Rosella 343 lbs.
Beans and Beetroot 249 1bs,
Marrow and Turnip 245 1bs.
Pruit
Coconuts 3265 only
Mangoes 7935 lbs.
Custard Aoples 2008 1bs,
Pavwpaw 1006 1bs,
Limes and Lemons 395 1bs,
Pineapples 56 1bs.
Seafood 10742 1ba,
Meat
Beef 11588 lbs,
Goat 318 IbSn
Pork 72 leo
Milk
Cow 428 gallong
Goat 108 gailons
Qther
Craft Sales £1,835.12. 2.
Crocodile Skins 3-05. 6.3-
YIRREALA

Yirrkala is about 400 air miles east of Darwin on the north tip
of Armhem Land; the Mission Station is located on a amall headland
between Melville Bay and Port Bradshaw, Groote Eylandt lies 140 miles
away to the south and Milingimbi 150 miles to the west.
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Population

' The POpt_Jlation of the area served by the Mission is ethnically
akin to the natives in the neighbourhood of Milingimbi and Elcho Island,

At 30th June, 1959, the population comprised :

Adult meles 71
Adult females 97
Boys 86
(Girls 101
Total 3585 persons

Employment and Training

Craftwork continued as the major field of employment during
1958/59, The quality of the work produced is rising and at the
same time the quantity coming forward is increasing.

Appointment to the staff of a pastoral manager has given impetus
to the work already in hand on pasture improvement and stock management;
both of these activities provided amployment and training for selected
natives during the yoar,

Adult education was an important feature of the school curriculum.
An evening class attended by up to LO persons was held once per week where
instruction was given in English (oral and written), writing, spelling,
word building, arithmetic and social studies.,  Short periods for adults
were also held at the close of the normal school day for children,

Agriculture

Owing to the extended drought no worthwhile plantings of sweet
potatoes and cassava were possible and such as was planted after rain
fell was not ready for harvesting at the end of the financial year, In
February, conditions were still so dry that two tons of hay were cut and
stacked,

& large sowing of peanuts was made but the late rains brought
with them conditions favourable to mildew and the bulk of this crop was
ruined,

Six additional acres of land were cleared, fallowed, and fenced.

Native gardens covered four acres but their peanut crops were
also a failure owing to the prevalcnce of mildcw,

Livestock

At 30th June, 1959, there were 38 head of cattle, 47 pigs, and
4 horses at the Mission,

Preduction
Crops
Peanuts 7455 1ba,
Sorghum 6480 1bs.
Sugar Cane 2044 1bs,
Cassava 920 lhbs,
Rice 182 1bs,

Mai ze 62 lba,



Hay 12 tons
Vegetables
Water Melon 3451 1bs,
Beans 1393 lbsa,
Potatoes ~ Sweet 1657 1bs.
English 1300 1bs.
Tomatoes 114 ibs,
Carrots iQ04 1bs,
Turnips 843 lbs,
Cabbage 811 lbs.
Bgefruit L7k 1bs,
Cucumbers 306 lbs,
Truit
Bananas 11471 1bs.
Pawpaws 822 1ibs,
Pineapples 3435 1bs.
Custard Apples 272 1lbs,
Limes 292 dozen
Coconuts 168 only
Mangoes 32 dozen
Seafood 2567 lbs,
Meat
Beef 858 IbSc
Pork €06 1lbs,
Milk 154 gallons
Other
Craft Sales £1565 16, G
Crocodile Skins 50 180 Q.
Seed Pearls 5 10, Q.
Scalps 5 C. G

The extent of spiritual work which could be dore smongst the
native population contimued to be restricted by lack of staff., Nevcr-

thelegg the morning and evening church services, the Bible clagscs and

other functions connected with mission life were generally wcll attended
throughout the year,

(i1i) ROMIN CATHOLIC

BATHURST ISLAND

Bathurgt Island is the largest Mission in the Northem Territory
and is situated on the sheltered south coast of the island of that name;
its sphere of influence extends over the whole of the 600 square miles
of the island {which is an aboriginal reserve)s The people of Bathurst

Island are Tiwls and are related closely with those living on nearby
Melville Islard,

Population

At the 30th June, 1959, the resident population comprised :
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Adult males 309
Adult females 388
Boys 81
Girls 7
Total 925 pexrsons

A ———

Bmployment

In addition to amployment in and around the Mission Statio:fl,
regular work was found for 50 men with the Air Force and Navy stations
in Darwin,

Praini
Evening classes, which have aroused great intorest amongst both

men and women at the Mission, are given in English, geography ard social
studies,

Production
Fruit and Vegetables 23 tons
Meat
Native game 11200 lba,
Beef 7850 1bs.
Stock Food 4500 1bs.
Seafoods 2750 lbs.
Milic
Goat 2600 gallons
Eggs
Hen 1300 dozen
Qther
Timber L5000 super fceet
Clothing 6500 articles
Randicrafts valued at  £1200,
Conatruction

A new hospital building is approaching completion. It contains
a male ward, a female ward, a public clinic, and an office for the

matron, Electricity and water are reticulated throughout the building,

In the native village 35 new houses were constructed during the
Yyear, The walls of thesc units are of sawn timber, the floors are of
conerete, and the roof's of corrugated iron, Electric light has been
connected to each unit and water is obtained from wells sunk in the area,
The houses are all painted externally,

Each ccocoupant is encouraged to keep the precinets of his house

clean and tidy and also to cultivate a vegetable parden in his own allot-
mernt,
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Alrstrip

During the year under reviev work was continued on the building
of a new aercdrome,

General

A movie projector is kept on hand and two film evenings per week
are a regular feaiure of Mission life,

DALY RIVER

Daly River Mission is located 30 miles from the mouth of the
river of that name, which flows into the Timor Sea about 100 miles szouth
of Darwin, It was founded only a few years ago, but already it has had
a profound impact upon the native peoples of the area,

It i the aim of the Mission to provide for the educational,
medical and spiritual needs of the native peoples of the district, but
to avoid disturbing the econamic set—-up of the agriculiural areas ad-
Jacent to the Mission. To this end, dommitories have been provided
where parents are encouraged to leave their children whilst they them~
selves seek employment on farms in the surrounding district.

Population

At the 30th June 1959 the population comprised :

Ault males
Adult females
Boys

Glrls

Total persons

l élgﬁss

Employment

As noted above, the Migsion cabers mainly for the children of
wards employed on properties in the surrounding distriots

Iraining

Evening clagses for adult males are given in joinery, Bnglish
and social gtudies; for womsn necdlework classes are provided,

Produation

Frult and Vegetables 5 tons
Meat -~ Native game 6500 lbs,
Seafooda 2200 lbs.
Stock food 100 Iba.
Bges 300 dozen
Other

Clothing 2150 articles

Handicrafts valued at £840,

Construction

4 ohurch is being constructed with the assistance of a few wards
who are engaged in making cement bricks, This project should be com-
pleted by December 1959,
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PORT KFATS

Port Keats Mission is located 150 miles south-west of Darwin on
the Daly River Aboriginal Reserve, Its sphere of influence exterds
from the Daly River to the Pitzmaurice River, and there is also some
itinerant movement between the Mission and Auvergne Station to the south
and Leguna Station to the south-west.

Population
At 30th June 1959 the population comprised :

Adult males 158
Ault females 138
Boys 81
Girls 73

Total 450 persong

——————n.

Training

Evening classes for adults are given in English, geography and
social studies,

Eroduction
Fruit and Vegetables 18 tons
Meat 30000 1bs,
Stock food %500 lba.
Seafoods 1700 lbs.
Milk - Goat 1500 gallons
Eggs =~ Hen 750 dozen
Other
Timber 36000 super fect
Clothirg 3400 articles
Handicrafts valued at £330,
Construction

A new dining room is approaching campletion for usc by the staff

and vigitors to the Mission Station,

Experiments are continuing using lecal timbers and bricks made
from ant bed in construecting houses suitable for the native residents,

Logging

A new sawmill was constructed during the year, Timber for use
at the mill was felled by wards working under contract, but the carting
operations were handled by using Mission equipment, The milling and
stacking was performed by wards working under striet Ewopean supervision,

Much of the timber sent forward to Darwin has been praised by
builders there as being equal in quality to any other available on the

local market.
General

A movie projector is kept on hand and two film evenings per week

are a regular feature of Miscion life,
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LINDSAY DISTRICT,
Patrol Staff

During 1958/59 field work for the entire district was in
the hands of only one Patrol Officer; in consequence the District
welfare Officer was also required to undertake certain patrol work
and was therefore unable to deal as he would have wished with the
considerable volume of work arising in Tennant Creck and its imme-
diate environs,

Patrola

During the first half of 1959, all stations were again
visited at least oncc, with the exception of three in the north-
east corner of the district, whure the onset of late rains at the
time of the scheduled visit forced vostponement of the trip.

The purposes of this year's visits were mainly to check on
the census, to check on routine matters, ard to pave the way for
the introduction of the new Employment Regulations,

Bmployment

The latter half of 1958 saw very restricted activity in
the droving industry on the Barkly Tableland, Movements of cattle
were brought to a halt early in the season because of the wide-
spread drought conditions prevailing and only scventeen aboriginal
stockmen were anployed in the droving industry during this time.

Barly in 195%, the situation changed and some large-scale
movenents of cattle occurred as stations endeavoured to secure
first use of the Barkly stock route before the gparse feed was
exhausted, Later roins improved the position further, and the
employment level in the droving industry and on stations generally
improved considerably,

Employment opportunitics other than in the pastoral and
droving industries are very limited in Lindsay District and this
lack of opportunity in employment could well have an adverse effect
on the training projects at Warrabri Settlement, No great improve-
ment in this regard can be forescen unless completcly new industries
are introduced to the district,

During 1958 reports were made on all stations in the district,
The purpose of these reports was to obtain a basis for plamning new
development under the Wards BEmployment Regulations, and it was con~
sidered that a full appreciation of existing conditiong was neceasary
before attempting an assessment of future needs, A comparison with
previous reports showed 1little or no improvement over a period of
six years; if anything, conditions on many places had deteriorated,

Wgages

Scme rather wnexpected results were achicved on the wages
question, in which field an effort was made to obtain increased pay-
ments at key points so that the natives themselves would become
aware of the market value of their labour,

In one instance an enployer refused to raise wages above
the existing £1. per week, but a neighbouring station 1ifted the
level to £3. per week after scme assistance from Branch officers in
obtaining good stockmen, The first station immediately found diffi-
culty in obtaining suitable men, whereupon an appeal was made to
Branch officerss The employer was told that he would receive more
co=-operation if he ralsed his wage level, and subsequently the figure
was ralsed to £2. per weex; recently a further increase to £3. per
week was made,
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Many employers proved very recdy to co-operate on this issue,
There has always been some trouble in getting labour to retum to
Alexardria Station after walkabout which circumstance is not a reflece-
tion on the station but arises from the fact that most employees are
from the Borroloola area and would prefer employment closer to home.
Since the lifting of wages to £3.10.0, per week and the issue of oooked
meals three times daily this problem has disappeared, On a rccent visit

the manager stated that he now had the best labour force in the station's
history,

Wages of £2:10,0. t0 £340.04 per week are now the rule rather
than the exception in most parts of the district and those amounts are
often supplemented by issues in excess of those envisaged in the new
reguiations,

Of fences

On September 3rd, 1958, a native was charged with assault on
a relative at Creswell Downs, This assault arose from a domestic
argument and the man concerned was placed on a bond of £10, to be of
good behaviour for 12 months, He was sent to Werrabri for an initial
period of threc months and, upon receipt of a satiafactory rcport from
the Superintendent, was allowed to scek oubside employment, He has
given no further trouble,

On December 3rd, 1958, an sborigine was charged in the Tennant
Creeck Police Court with vagrancy. This particular man's name does not
appear on the Register of Wards and he is aware of the omission. He
refused any assistance from the Branch and conducted his own casce He
wag found guilty and sentenced to two months imprisonment,

Thiz is the first time that a full-blocd aborigine in this dig-
trict has been charged with vagrancy.

On March 12th, 13959, two natives were charged with breaking,
entering, and stealing from the Warrabri cantecen, They were remanded
to the Supreme Court and one of them was later sentenced to twelve
mortths detention on a Government Settlement other than Warrabri, This
man, who ig only eighteen years of age, has already served one committal
reriod of twelve months, but his subsequent behaviowr has shown no im-
provement and it would appear that he is either incorrigible or that
such committals have no remedial value under present arrangements. The
second man charged has been suffering from a spinal infection for some
months ard has not yet been brought before the court,

On March 13th, 1959, five juvenile wards were alsc charged
with breaking, entering, and stealing from the Warrabri canteen, Thesc
cases were dealt with sumarily by the magistrate after the parents and
guardians had agreed to this procedure, The defendents were all found
guilty and were placed under bonds of £1. to be of good behaviour for
twelve months, Cash bords were provided by the parents and guardians
and the latter were made responsible for the comduct of the children,

On June 5th, 1953, a native employed at Brunette Downs Station
was charged with assault cauging bodily harm to two native women, The
case was referred to the Supreme Court and the man was released on bail,
He is being held at Warrabri pending the hearing of his case.

On June 15th, 1959, a part-coloured man was detected supplying
liquor to natives at the Wauchope races, Prompt action by Welfare
Officers prevented liquor from coming into their hands and the man has
been charged and remanded to the next sitting of the Supreme Court,



General

The movement of wards in and scound the Tennant Creek area
is strictly controlled as contact with the large mmber of single,
a_nd sametimes irresponsible, mine employees is bound to lead to
c’:irlrﬁd.ng arnd co-habitation, Such attempts have already cccurred
in the smaller centres ard a congregation of natives in the town
Would make supervision very difficult, As a result of the cone
trol exerciged, there have becn no court cascs during the year
né;woci.mg natives who reside in the immediate vicinity of Tennant

=15 o

At the last camplete census of the Elliott camp, conducted
on the 24th March 1959, there were 34 persons, including wamen and
children, resident on the small rescrve. These figures are rea-
sonably stable and little alteration is likely to occur in the
Torsecable future, The population at the time of the last Annual
Report was 31, There have been no problems in respect of the con-
duct of this commuity in the year under review.

Nevertheless, the group did pose a problam in that the men
are almost all receiving high wages and, as the Patrol Officer stoe
tioned in the area is absent on other duties for the greater paxt
of his time, they have been wasting their money on frivelous pur-
chaseg or gambling, Thig has the inevitable result of malnutri-
tion appearing from time to t’me amongst themselves and their
children and, coupled with thc poor housing situation, the result
has been the development of a high sickness rate,

No gerious disciplinary problems have arisen amongst the
natives living at Newocastle Waters or on the ncarby cattle stations,
There was one detected case of co~habitation but the female concerned
had come with a droving plant from Western Australia,

At Wauchope the only pemanent natives resident there are
those employed at the hotel, A long-standing practice of other
woxrds to establish holiday camps in this area has been strongly

discouraged, but constant supervision is required during the
Christmas period,

Generaelly speaking, no problems arose among wards at Frewens,
except during the walkabout period when employees from surrounding
stations tend to congregate in the area, It was unfortunate that
during the lagt walkabout period both the District Welfare Officer
and the regular Patrol Officer were on leave; however, in normal
clirecumstances, this area is easgy to supcrvise.

No health or disciplinary problems occurred at Renner Springs,

Sunming up, the behaviour of natives in the town areas has
been good and no serious problems have arisen through consumption of
liquor or other undesirable practices so often associated with native
life in town areas.

Case work in the field has been spasmodic and limited. The
handling of personal=welfare problems, child welfare, hygicnc and
the promotion of soclal change has been hardly touched, This work
is impossible without adequate field staff.

The Patrol Officer attached to the district spent approxi-
mately two-thirds of his tiwe in the field but the multiplidty of
duties, e.g , station emplo;ment problems, droving,Mcdical emer-
gencies, to name only three, made it difficult for him to {ollow an
ordered programme. This is true also in respect of the District
Welfare Officer who, owing to the time taken up with town duties,
supervision and administration of settlements, and supervision of
outlying villages is unablc to handle field operations other than
cursorily.
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The best that can be said is that the coming year could see
completion of the basic fact finding thus paving the way for real
welfare work, Howsver, to put the programme intc operation satis-
factorily will be impogsible without additional staff.

SETTLEMINT ACTIVITIES

BORROLOGL.A

Borroloola is situated on the MacArthur River which flows
into the Gulf of Carpentaria opposite the Sir Edward Pellew Islands.
dccess by road is often difficult even in the dry season and during
the wet season it is necessary to use the regular air scrvice out of
Alice Springs when visiting the area. Periodic trips to land sup-
plies are also made by ship from the eastern States.

The present function of 3orroloola is that of a ration
station rather than of a settlement. However, changes taking place
in the tribal pattern of the natives living in the vicinity make it
desirable that a full-scale settlement be established somewhere in
the neighbourhood as soon as possible,

PoEulation
The number of natives in contact with Borreoloola varies con-

siderably and is governed by the season and availability of employment
on the surrounding stations.

At 30th June, 1959, the resident population comprised :

Adult males 34
Adult females W7
Boys 25
Girls 20
Total 126 Peraons

Train:ing

Owing to lack of staff no organised training of a specialised
rebure could be given; however, men engaged on daily tasks such as
cooking, gardening, bubchering, and vehicle maintenance have done good
work and required only a minimum of supervisions

A pleasing development has been the keeness of residents to
imitate Buropean styles of dress and same improvised Eurcpean-atyle
basic furniture for use in their homes, Purchages through the can-
teen have included such items as braces, bits, saws, and articles of

clothing,
Construction

A building and renovation programme in progress at the beginning
of the year was carried through and as a result a much more convenient
use of the floor space avallable at the depot was made possible,

A paint prepared from local materials was successfully used on
out=buildings during the year, Made from a local stone which is soluble
in water, the preparation provides a finish similar to that obtained
With Kalmme.

Production

Food amd Vegetables 3000 Ibs,
Meat 1000 1bs.
Milk 200 gallons
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WARRABRI

Varrebri Settlement is loeated in pastoral country near
Wauchope in central Australia; its immedizte nelghbours are the
cattle stations of Murray Downs and Singleton. 4Alice Springs lies
20 miles to the south, ard Tennant Creck 100 miles to the north,
An all-weather road comnects the settlement to the Stuart Highway
14 miles to the west,

Population

The population comprises members of the Warramunga, Wailbri,
and Kaiditj tribes and at 30th June, 1959, numbered :

Adult males 95
Ault fanales 1
Boys 89
Girls 103
Total Lol peraons

—————

Training

Training facilities at Warrabri remained very good and in-
gtruction in a wide range of occupations was regularly given.

Men trained at Warrabri were enployed full time on important
and skilled maintenance work on the gettlement and some were detailed
clsewhere to settlements sceking men for specific jobks, One painter
from Warrabri spent many weeks on work in Darwin, Kathcrine, and
Beswick during 1958/59,

A school for female medical assistants was conducted during
the year and was attended by traince nurses and wardsmaids.

The extent of the intercst shown in acquiring training may be
Judged by the fact that cvening classes attended by both men and women
were regularly conducted during the year. The adults generally are
well aware of the importance of school training as preparation for
adult life, and schoel attendance figures arc very high.

The maintenance carpenter has trained a gang of men to crect
the Kingstrand houses uged in the native village and these men have now
reached a high level of proficiency., Except for squaring and levelling
the forming for foundations and inserting studs into the concrete, for
which purpose a Ramsett gun must be used, these men can now be left to
work unsupervised.

Eaployment

Enployment opportunities in central Australia were not numerous
during 1958/59; nevertheless, at the close of the year no less than 48
persons from Warrabri were gainfully employed outside the settlement
proper. Their occupations were as shown belows

Drovers: 28 men at £1Q per week  Stockmen: 2 nen at L4 10,0 per weck
2 men at £7.10,0 " *
Gook: 1l man at £3, per week
Labourers: 6 men at £6, per week
3 men at £5. " " Domestics: 2 women at £1, per wedk
4 men at £3,10.0, " "

Bricklaying work of a good standard was done around the settle-
nent by a team of wards supervised by a full-blood aborigine who was
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himself ftrained at the settlement. During the year two fowl houses
were built by this team and balustradcs crocted to make semi-enclosed

rooms of the verandah areas of Kingstrand houses occupied in the na-
tive village.

Congtruction

Work continucd at the native village whore 32 Kingstrand houses
have been erected, All have since been occupicd, A4 third ablution
block was practically completed there also., Light and power reticula-~
tion to this area is under construction,

Four staff residences were flywired during the year and material
is on hand for the sigters' quarters and the infimmary,

Two pens for housing the poulfry were erected using concretc
bricks made at the scttlement,

égg‘ culture

An experimental planting of potatoes was made in the settlement
garden during the year, Unfortunately the seed supplied was of poor
quality and another planting will be necessary before deciding whether
or not these plants may be grown with success,

It has been found that certain crops do not progress under
spray irrigation and trench flooding has becn substituted.

Otherwise produce grown locally has been very satisfactory,

Producticn
Vegetables 10532 lbs,
Pork 1910 1bz.
Goat HMutton 153 ibsa.
Green foed (for stock) 630 lbs.
Eggs 69 dozen
Incerne (green wieight ) 12 tong

Livestock

Pigs were introduced to the settlement in June 1958, The herd
hag grown from 28 to B4 and a piggery is being built of mud bricks made
from antbed available in abundance in the surrounding countryszidc,

In August 39 hens and 4 roosters arrived and have cnsured a
continuous supply of eggs.

General

The settlement was officially opened by the Homourable the
Minister for Territories, Mr, Paul Hasluck, on 23rd September, 1558,
in the presence of a parlianentary delegation from Canberra and dis-
tinguished citizens from all parts of the Northern Territory.
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PART II : CHILD, FANILY AND SOCILL “ELFARE

POLICY

Under Section 8f of the Welfare Ordinance the Welfare
Branch has responsibilities not only for Wards but also for other
persons who are in need of special care and assistance. These
aspects of welfare are regarded as genaral welfare and call for
the provision of a particular service to the community.

The Child Welfarc Ordinance lays legislative responsl-
bility on the Branch for the administration of all child-welfare
activities undor that Ordinance,

In February 195 negotiations began to fill a position
to be known as that of Administrative Officer, General Welfarc.
The development of a smsll division which would be responsible far
the planning, consolidation, and development of child, family and
social welfare services, was envisaged and it was expected that it
should develop along the lines of the State Child Welfare and
Relief Departments. It was planned that this division should al-
ready be functioning when the new Child Welfare Ordinance came into
force so thet the work would flow through an organised division,

This basic position of Administrative Officer, Gereral
Welfare,was eventually filled in September 1958; special field
and office staff were provided by allocation of ofPicers alrcady
engaged on social welfare work in the District Welfarc Offices at
Derwin and Alicec Springs.

CHILD WEIFARE

On February 2nd 1959, the Child Welfare Ordinance 1958
commenced to function and executive responsibilify for all matters
relating to child welfare was assumed bty the Welfare Branch, The
Director of Welfare wes appointed thc first Director of Child
Welfare, and assumed responsibility for the duties previously per-
farmed by the Chairmen of the State Children's Council.

Child Welfare Ordinance

The ihtroduction of thc new Ordinance marked en impartant
occasion in the functioning of child-welfarc services in the Northern
Territory,

This Ordinance is designed to cover the aspects of Child
Welfare similar to those provided for in the verious Child Welfere
Acts in the States. Thus, it makes provisicn for decling with
complaints concerning destitute, neglected, incorrigible and un-
controllable children; there are Sections dealing with affiliation
proceedings which make it possible for the Director of Child Welfare
or a person authorised by him to lay & compleint against the putative
father who has left an illegitimate child without mcons of support,
and provision ig also made in it for the care of State Children,

Children's Courts have been establishcd under the Ordinance.
These Courts will aim at conforming to the zccepted practices followed
in and by Children's Courts in other States.

A Child Welfare Courcil was appointed under Section 9 of the
Child Welfare Ordinance and comprised :=

Mr., H.C. Giese - TDirector of Child Welfere,
Mr., R. Vincent = Welfare Officer,
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Rev. G, Symons and Archdescon Bott - rcpresenting
Christien Missions in the Northern Territary.

Rev, N.C. Pearce N
Bishop J.P. O'Loughlin representing the Churches.

Mr, Dickingon - Legal Officer,

Sergeant Davies - representing the Police.
Ir, H. Phillipps.

¥r, C.C. Pearce.

Mrs. G.N, Scott,.

¥r, J. Ford.

His Lordship, the Most Reverend J.P. Q'Loughlin, D.Ds,
M.8.C., Bishop of Darwin, was appointed Chairman of the Council,
and the Reverend N.C. Pearce, Vice~Chairmen,

The Council, which is an advisory bedy, has the respon
gibility of adviging the Director of Child Welfare on matters
relevant to its function within the Northern Territory and of re-
poarting on any metter referred to the Council by the Directar, It
may draw attention to the need for investigating the degree of
control exercised in respect of children and may recommend the
grant of assistence to them; it may also recommend to the Direoctor

thet appropriate proceedings be taken to bring a case befare 2
Children's Court,

The Council is required to repart to the Administrator on
or befare the first day of August in each year on the working of
the Ordinance and any other matter relating to Child Welfarc in the
Northern Territory., It may also repart to the administrator on
any occasion which seems fitting to the Council on matters relating
to child welfare gererally. Members of the Council may also be
appointed to sit with the Magistrate in the Children's Court,

Children Charged in Court

During the year, 36 children were charged and X were
committed to the care of the Director of Child Welfere; 6 were
released on probation, However, these figures in no way indicate
the total mumber of imvestigations made by Welfare Officers,

Bach Welfare Officer in Alice Springs was made regsponsible
for certain defined areas in the district, and her function was to
work with the unsatisfactory families and to try to bring them to a
stage where the children were receiving adequate core,

In Darwin there wes only one female Welfare Officer; she
too warked in 2 similsr way with unsatisfactory femilieas,

During the year under review only a sm2ll propartion of
the children with whom these officers were concerned appeared dbe=
fore the Conxt,

Accommodation presented & mejor problem right throughout
the Northern Territory and as some of the part-coloured families
are in need of training in regard to home econcmics, personsl hsbits,
and family cere, meny difficult and complex cases arose. During the
year, Welfare Officers encouraged mothers to send their children to
re-school centres, escorted them to hospital, and gave oversight in
carrying out medical carej; they alsc worked in close co-cperation
with Infant Welfare Clinios.
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Complaints of neglect were r¢ferred to the Branch from
schools, Ministers of Religion, and various other sources, and in
the course of subsequent investigations attempts were mede to

assist the family to give better care to the children so that action
tirough the Courts could be avoided,

State Children

There were 126 State Children to be cared for during the
yeer; L5 were placed in foster homes and institubions in the sou-

thern states, and during 1958/59 at least three visits were mde to
these children by Welfare Officors,

Correspondence with institutions and foster parents made
it possible for information to be collated regarding the children,
some of whom were making most satisfactary proproess.

One particuler c¢hild who had been considercd uncontrol=-
lable and who had been placed in an institubion requested that she
be permitted to remein there for a further period in order thet
she could complete a course of study, This c¢hild had accepted

the discipline of the ingtitution and hed made good progress in
her aschool work,

The greater percentage of State Children were neglected
children; that is o say, it was necessary to work with the fami-

lies for tleir better care or elsc remove them to foster homes or
ingtitutions,

Duaring 1958/59 there wes an increase of ten in the total
muzber of children charged in the Court. Twcelve were charged with
offences, whereas in 1957/58 there were only five, and of these

twelve, eleven werc in the 13 - 18 years age group, Tlree of them
were girls.

While the totel mumber of offences remainedrelatively
small, it is considered that it is indicotive of a ftrend and indi-
cates the need for adequate staff to develop a service to cope with
the gituation and to co-operate with other departments in this
matter, There was an increasing musber of unescorted girls on the
streets and groups of uncccupied boys frequented public places,

RECEIVING HOME

The Receiving Home, located in Mitchell Strcet, Darwin,
near the Hogpital, is in the centre of the local commnity end is
readily accessible to vital services.

It caters for the reception of children teken into core
and custody before being cherged in Court,but it also served a wider
purpose by providing a refuge for young pregnent girls pending the
birth of their babies. Destitute women were alsc accommodated at
the Home as a temporary measwre.

During 1958/59 ther: were 64 persons admitted, 39 girls
and 25 boys; the average weekly figure wes 14 with a meximum of
19 and & minimm of 8, Ages of the irmates ranged from adoleo=
cents to babiesg,

The attitude of the inmates to the Home has been well
illustrated during several Court proceedings when children asked
the Magistrate for permission 0 remain at the Qleceiving Home in
reference to returning to their own home.
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Physical facilities at the Honc are most inadequate a_md
the need for 2 now building is urgent, The present building is no
longer considered to be of sufficient viluc to woarrant cxpendi-
turc on any mjor repairs and the fact that members of both scxes
are gometimes cccommodated in this one building gives rise to dif-
ficult problems in providing satisfactory sleeping quarters.

It is reocognised that it is undesirable to tring uncon=
trollable children into contact with neglected and destitute chil-

dren, but this has been necessary up to datc because no alternative
accommodation exigts.

Plans have been drawn of o new Recciving Home in Darwin
designed to accommodate 20 children, and it is anticipated that the
first stage of this Home, offering accommodation for 10 children,
will commence in the financial year 1959/60,

Late in the year a Receiving Home was opened at Alice
Springs. This is a small unit, an Arid "A® type house having been
taken over far the purpose;s It catered for about nine children
only, but met the immediate need in that town.

INSTTTUTIONS FOR PART~COLOURED CHILIREN

Special accommodaticn was provided for deprived part-
calowred children in four institubtions conducted by Church Missions
in the Northern Territory and at St. Francis House, Semaphore, South
Australia, These Homes are evidence of the clese co-operation
which exists between Administration and the Church Missions.

The Missions received financial assistance froam official
funds, as is customary, and the following institutions were in full
cperation throughout the year under roview :

-

(1) Retta Dixon Home

The Retta Dixon Home for part—ccloured children is situnted
on Begot Aboriginal Reserve, fowr miles from Derwin. It is monaged
by the Aborigines Inlend Migsion and was cstablished in 1946 when
children under the care of the Mission were repetriated from homes

in the southern States where they had been living dwing the war
yenrs,

Population:

The average mumber accomodated during the year under review
was 83, this number being made up of

Pre~school children 10
School children 63
Post-school children 6
Xindergarten children 4L

Total 83

——rre——

The children lived in Jdormitories and were divided into
sGVen age-groups

Nursery
Boys and girls up to 5
Bays from 5 40 7
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Girls from 5 $0 7
Boys from 8 to 10
Girls from 8 to 15

Senior boys of 11 and over

Each of these groups was looked after by its own supervisor.

Education:

The children attended schools in Darwin and were given
special preparatory evening classes during two school terms. At
the cormencement of the school year for 1959, apmroximetely 795
of the pupils were promoted to a higher grade, two boys and one
girl entered Darwin High School, and others left school to take
up employment in Darwin and elsewhere.

Recreations

Participation in young people's arganisations was
encouraged and children from the home were active in Scouting
circles, as Cubs and Brownies, in Young People's Fellowship and
in other similar bodies.

Teams were fielded in Darwin's regular bagketball com-
petition, the juniar girls' team taking off the premiership in
1959 Other children from the home were playing members of local
football clubs,

During the schcol vacations, camps were held at nearby
beaches and cutingswere generslly organised on public holidays,
Daring the basketball scason children over 11 vears of age were
permitted to attend one night fixture in addition to matches in
which their own team was erngageds

Film evenings were arranged at the home and the children
regularly attended the fartnightly programme screened at the Derwin
Town Hall, '

Transfers:

Seven children transferred from the home dming the year;
of these, three went to foster parents, threce to training institu-
tions in southern States, and one wes admitted to the Scheool for the
Blind at Wahroonga, N.S.%W.

Two girls previously transferrced to NoS.W., passed their
Intermedinte Certificate and have gone on to higher gtudies,

In March 1959, every child fransferred from the home was
paid a follow-up visit by the Home Superintendent. All were found
to be happy in their new homes and envirorment.

(ii) Croker Island

Croker Island Migsion was founded in 1940 on the island
of that reme which liegs of f the coast of North-Western Arnhem Land.
The Mission is conducted by the Methodist Oversecas Mission,

Population:

Of the P children in regidence at the end of June 1955,
17 were girls, A statistical treeklown reveals that the population
comprised @
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Pre~school children
School children
Post-~school

Total

|~a|n::::m

There were five cottages with 8 or 9 children to each
cottage. Two of these cottages were occupied by girls and the

other three by the boys; each cottage was under the supervision
of a cottage mother,

There were 21 State Children nccommodatelat this insti-
tution during the year,

Education:

The children attended & school staffed by the Education
Department of South Australias., The school building sontains three
clags rooms and also a domestic—science and woodwerk rooms The
school wag staffed by the Headmaster and an Assistant.

Recreation:

There was an adequate recreation programme which scught
to develop the physical and mental aspects of individual persona-
lity aas well as the spiritual side.

Programe,
Nonday 7 to 9 peme - Children 10 years and over
Recreation Club., Indoor gemes.
Tuesday Family night, BEach cottage plans the
evening for activity at home,
Wedneaday Junior and Senior choir,
Monday, 6,30 pems to 7,30 pems ~ children of
Tuesday and Pifth grade and over study prepera-
Wednesday tion - this is done at the school
under the superviasion of the teachers,
Thursday
evening Christian Endeavour Society
Priday
evening Pictures.

On altermative Saturday evenings, social activities were
arganised at the school under the supervision of the teachers,
Opportunity was 2lso given for the children to play cricket, soft-
ball, basketball and baseball; many showed interest in swimming and
harse riding,

Religicus Bducations

Church services were conducted and the children encouraged
to join in the social activities as pert of their training.
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(iii) St. Mary's Hostel

Ste Mary's Hostel is conducted by the Northern Territory
Dioccese of the Church of England, agsisted by the Australian

Board of Missions. The Hostel 1g situated three miles from Alice
Springs.

Population:

There were 21 boys and 41 girls resident at the Hostel
during the year wler review, all of them of school age, These
children had been brought mainly from remote areag to give them an
oppartunity of attending school and receiving training,

8St. Mary's is at present conducted on a darmitory gystem,
but an attempt will be made to modify this system in favoamr of a
cottage-type institution,

Edneation:

The children attended the local schocla in Alice Springs,
however, some heeded special coaching and training owing to the

difficulties with which they had been faced in their home envirom-
ment,

Recreation:

Childreh were encouraged to participate in school acti~
vities. Adequate playing space is available at the Mission and

they were encouraged to engage in a variety of recrestional acti-
vities,

Religious Fducations:

Facilities were aveilable for children to attend clhurch
gervices at the Misgion,

(iv) Gerden Point

The Mission at Garden Point on Melville Island is operated
by the Roman Catholic Church, The site was teken over as a Mission
in September 1940 and the first children arrived at the Mission from
the mainland in 1941,

Populationt

There were 106 children, 49 boys and 57 girls resident at
the Mission during 1958/59, all of whom were housed in dormitory-
type buildings.

There were 32 State Children accommodated at this institu-
tion damwing the year,

Fduecation:

The school was conducted by the Church. In addition to
the narmsl curriculum there was opportunity for the girls toc learn

domestic science,and training in carpentry, blacksmithing and saw-
milling was available to the boys.

Recreations
Recreation Pacilities emabled & varied programme to be

planned for both sexes. Cricket, football, basketball and
athletics were included. Films were shown and dances conducted.
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Religioug Education:

Religious education congtituted an important aspect of
the children’s {raining,

(v) St, Francis House - Semaphore, South Australia

St. Prancis House is conducted by the Australian Boerd
of Misgions, It was established to accommodate part-coloured boys
from the Northern Territory who were attending school, were appren-
ticed ar employed in Adelaide,

During the year under review, 24 boys were resident at
St. Francis House, but plans are in hanl to close the Home by the
end of 1959 and to arrange alternative accommodation for those at
present residing there,

Specinal Schemes for Education of Iart-Coloured Thildren

In association with the Churches and Missions, a special
scheme continued to operate during 1958/59 wherehy the education
of part-cclowred children in the southern States was effected. At
the close of the year, there were 3% children studying in the
southern States under this scheme, all of whom had been placed in
foster homes or institutions in order that they might spend their
pericd of study in congenial surroundings.

The greater mumber of the children under the education
scheme have been placed in South Australia mainly because foster
homes have been readily available ih that State and the Central
Methodigt Migsion Children’s Homes have been able to receive the
selected children in some instances prior to their being placed in
foster homes,

It has been a function of Welfare Branch to arrange for
the ewaluation of the foster homes, but as no trained local staff
lave been engaged far this work, arrangements were mede with the
Department of Social Services to make available some trained Social
Workers who could undertake the initial evaluation of the home and
also meke follow-up visits and submit reparts on the welfare of the
childrens

& coritical situation hag now arigen because the Department
of Social Services have found it necessary to withdraw their assis~
tance in this field owing to a lack of trained staff, and the Branch
mst now depend on correspordence with the fogter parenmts and insti-
tutions for follow-up infarmtion, and the periodic visits which can
be made Wy officers from this Department, to keep ebreast with the
child's progress.

With the mwber of children who are at present in the
southern states, that is, those under the Educaetion Scheme and
those who have been placed there as State Children, there has been
more then enough work far one persons However, visits were rede bty
the Cecretary of the State Children's Council when thet Council was
in existence, and two visits have since been made by other Welfare
OfficerS-

There is congideradle need for an advisory service to the
foster parents, and for greater contact to be retained with these
children; under the procedure at present in operation the service
provided must be regarded as inadequate,
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FAMILY WELF/RE

Under Section 8f of the Welfare Ordinance it is possible
to give relief to such persons ag are eligible. Operations under
this head have involved the Branch in arranging accommodation in
special institutions, in supplying food and clothing, in arrangmg
transport $0 places both inside and outside the Territory, and in
taking other steps necessary for the promotion of the welfare of
persons cligible for gssistance,

Relicf was also given to single men who have been in the
Territory and have been awaiting unemployment relicf,

Lack of accammodation presentied acube difficulties for a
muber of familics and it was necessory for officers to work in
close contact with these families, some of whom were Jiving in sub-
standaxrd accommodation.

People arriving in the Territory without previous arrange-
ments for sccommodation and anployment were faced with oxtreme
difficulty, On two occasions families arrived overland from Westerm
Australia without adequote provision for employment or accommodation,
They had no savings, and necded immediate assistonce in obtaining
accormodation and food.

A young descrted wife of ocbout 18 years of age was transe
ferred o a southern State with her child vwhere she could be assisted
by her relatives, Prior to her transfer she had been given assistance
to maintain the child and to take action agoinst her husband.

On one occasion the paronts of a teen~age child were
referred by the Folice for counselliny,

While the wlume of assistance has not been great, there
is growing evidence that without the assistance gronted there wouldd
have been considereble suffering in sume fomilies,

The supervision of wsatisfactory families is a major
agpect of the fomily-welfare servioce. Many such groups are living
at varying steges of soclal development and their supervision is
made more complex becausc some of them constitute only pscudo=family
relationships. BEach case necds careful eveluetion when the welfare
of the child is bheing oonsidered end in all cases attempts must be
made to creatc the semse of securdty and support wiich enables
harmonious relationships to develop,

The Welfare Officers found it necessary to give congidcrable
time $o working with ony families where it appesred necessary to
render assistence in the training of the children and in the supor-
vision of their medicel care,

Part-Coloured Families Housing Scheme

In an attempt to help in the assimilation and social
develomment of part~coloured families, a special housing scheme has
been developed. In the financiel yeor jJust ended, 1k such families
were placed in new houses located at remdom in the Darwin ares,

These families resettled werc sclected according to their
socdal development and they are assisted os considered necessary by
the Welfare Officers. It 1s a notable point that there has been
Little cause for complaint regording the care of these houses; on
the cantrexy, in e mmber of instances the develomment of the site
genarally has been a credit to the tenants,
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Voluntary Agencics

There are few volunbary farily-welfare agencles in the
Northern Territory, but the chenging charncter of the population with
its groving Church facilities and spocial interest groups may give
rise to more voluntary welfarc service proups being developed,

The need for a housckeeping service, which will provide
care for children while mothers are in hospital, became apparent
during the year., Of importance also was the large number of employed
mothers in Darwin, from which circumstance arose a noed beyond that

met by pre-school centres for the core of children durdng the mother's
abdence at work,

Scme privaebe persons set up child-minding centres during the
year and were charging fees for their services.

COMMUNITY, SERVICE

Grants for Cultural, Sporting, and Welfare Orpanisafions

During 1956/57 Northern Territory Administrotion provided
funds to assist eultursl, sporting, and welfare crgenisations in
developing their facilities and activities in the commmmity,

In 1957/58 a new system was put into effect for assisting
suoh organisations by the setting up of Regional Grants Committees in
Darwin, Katherine, Temmant Creck, end Alice Springs and a Central
Grants Committec was formed under the chailrmanship of the Director of
Welfare. This camdttee adviscs the Administrator on the disburse-
ment of monies made availahlc under the schemes

During 1958/59 approval was granted to assist the followlng
organisations to the amounts specificd -

Dorwin Musical Comedy Socicly - General Assistance — £1,000

Darwin Society of Music « General Assistance 100
N,T. Bisteddfod Council -~ To bring adjudicators to

the Northern Territory and to purchase a plano 550
Nightoliff Lessecs Associsation - Erection of tennis

oourts and baskethall courts 00
Derwin Tennis Association «~ Building of tennis courts 2,000
Barwin Art Socicty = CGenersl Assistance 100
Darwin Police and Citizens Youth Club = General

Assistance 500
Northern Territory Road Sefety Counecil 500
Northern Territory Basketball Association -

Erection of fence 177.10,0
ity Brass Band - Purchagse of instruments BY7
Eatherine Recrestion Reserve -~ Continuation of

work on reserve and civie hall 1,700

- Improvements to

tennis courts 96,10,0
Termant Creck Board of Trustecs ~ Erection of

grandstond 2,000
Alice Springs Yout» Cerbre - Building 34500
Alice Springs Reorcation Reserve - Purchase of

tractor, basketball court, caretaker's wages 3,073

Alice Springs Ideal Homes Exhibition 360,4410
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In all, including smounts carriod over from the previous
finemeial year, £20,787,11.3 was paid out in these grents for work
completed during the year,

The value of thig assistance should be seen ageinst the
background of the rapid change in camupdty life in the Northemn
Territory., The financial assistence supplements a tremendous amount
of camunity effort and service being undertaken by ordinary oltlzens
working unassisted, The work of such volwntary organisations is
irdicative of a growing ocommmity spirit throvghout the Northern
gerrilzory and emphasises the need for rapld develonment of conmudty

acilities,

Ared Peoplets Welfare

There is a growing concern for the welfare of sged persons
in the Northerm Territory, and a few wolurtary organisations have
already opened homes for sged persons, However, the 01d Timers Home
in Alice Springs and the Red Cross Aged Perscoms Home at Katherine will
not be adequote for future needs, and duding the year wnder review
there were at least four persons in the Darwin Hospital who should
have been accanmodated in a suitable aged persons' home but had to
ronoin in the Hospital because no other ingtitution wes open bo them,

In order to encoursge the development of homes for pensioners,
an amendment wos made to the Crown Lands Ordinence 4o make it possible
for volumbary orpenisations to obbain grants of land to esteblish
homes for aged persons in association wlth the assistance given wnder
the 014 Persons Act.

he needs of the aged persons heve been frequently roviewed
and it is considered that the time has now came to call together
members of the commmity and organisations interested in the welfare
of the aged so that some settled programme can be dewveloped.

Hostels for Children

A Bchare was devcloped to meke avallable loans to churches
ard. chrch migsions anxious to develop hostels for children and young
working persons. Enquiries oconcerming the scheme were received from
the Bush Chxeh Aid Soctety, the United Church, the Methodist Inland
Mission, and the Catholioc Church,

At the clogse of the financiel year proposals by the United
and Catholic Churches were held up because of dlffioulties which have
arisen in securing leases of land; however, £200,000 has been mede
available for loan, end it is hoped that with the developmemt of
these hostels it will be possible to provide adequate accamodatiom
for children living avmy from home whilst they attend primery or
secondary school, or serve an apprenticeship, Provision will also
be made to accommodate young working persans.
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EART IIT : PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION

DEVELOPMENT

The work at pre-school centres throughout the Narthern
Territory has continued to maske a valusble contribution to the
welfare and education of children from all sections of the comm~
nity,

There are row nire fully subsidised centres. In addition,
one church group in Alice Springs is receiving a subsidy equsl to
the teacher's salary, and one group is operating independently of any
Government firancial aid (Pcko Mine, Tenmant Creek). These two
latter groups are visited in an advisory capacity by the Pre~School
Supervigor, Total emrolments as at 30th June, 1959, at the eleven
centreg was 426 children,

Four new buildings erected at a total cost of £53,561
were opened during the year., The Termant Creek Pre-School wes
opened in September 1958, and those at Nightcliff {Derwin), Kathe-
rine, and the Ida Standley Centre, Alice Springs, were officially
opened in Februery 1959, The buildings are all of similar design
with gome variations to suit climetic conditions in the different
areas of the Northern Territory; functionally they have proved to
be very satisfactory.

Two committees, at Parap/Fannic Bay and Batchelor, are
working for the establishment of pre-school centres in those aress.

The Stuart Park Centre, where there is a large
populetion, has become the micleus of a commnity centre, This was
z most useful and encoaraging development which has introduced a
commnity spirit to the area. At Alice Springs, the Idas Stardley
Centre is giving some indication of meking a gimilar contribution,

EMPLOYMENT OF STAFF

In the past ell merbers of the pre-school staff, with the
exception of Stuart Park, were recruited and employed by the local
voluntary comittees; however, at the commencement of this schodl
year all staff members, with the exception of those at the Nathalie
Gorey Centre, Alice Springs, who preferred to contimie under the
revious arrargement, became af ficers of the Northern Territary
Adminigtration,

There has been sarpe variation in the basic principle
guiding the appointment of staff to the centres; wviz:- where
previoualy the totael emrclment was in excess of %0 children, two
trained teachers were amployed; following the new procedure this
has now been sltered to one trained teacher and one untrained casaig-
$apt. This hes resulied in pegging the total enrolment to
children whereas up to 65 children cauld be emrolled in most centres
with two trained teachers.

In respect of the Nathalie Gorey kindergarten, Ministerial
approval has been given for two trained teachers to be employed pro-
vided the total emrolment is in excess of T children,

This change of policy has resulted in restricting the mm-
ber of errolments at some centres so that the teacher/child ratio is
within the limits recommended by thg Austrelian Pre-School Association,

It is estimated that 50% -80% of children eligible to attenq
are in fact sttending pre-school centres throughout the Northern Terri-

tory.



PRE~SCHOOL EDUCATION O KATIVE SETTLEMENTS

In addition to the group at the Bungalow which hag been
operating since 1954, pre~school groups commenced at the Yuendum
and Warrebri Settlements in February and March respectively. When
suitable trained staff is aveilable a group will also commence at
Papurya.

At Bungelow and Warrabri the children attend for a full
day from 9 a,m to 3,30 pems, tut at Yuendum, an experimental
progremme hag been operating with the older group of 25 children
attending from 9 a.m to 2 p.m, and a group of 20 3-year olds from
2 pemy t0 3,30 p.ms The results of the group which received early
training at the Bungalow are¢ now becoming evident. Children of 8
years who passed through the pre-school are now doing work of a

standard being done by children of 12-1) years who did not have
thig pre-gschool experience,

Where the physical circumgtances permit and where it
fits in with the degree of progress of the matives themgelves, the
mothers are being brought into the programme and are being encous
raged to bath the children befure bringing them to the group. They

will in time be made respongible for the laundering of the children's
school and camp clothes,

Up to the present time, native assistants, who are working
under the supervision of the teachers and assisting with the group,
have proved satisfactory,

Particulariy at Warrebri, the area occupied by the group
is inadequate and some activitices have had to be curtailed because
of lack of space and faciiities for both children and staff, When
improved facilities can be provided {he programme will be extended
and further progress may be cxpected, From this point on the
groups will play an even greater part in the development of the
educational programme on Government gsettlements,

AFTER=SCHOCT, GROUP, STUART PARK

The children attending this group are begyond the pre~schocl
age; however, social and cralt activities were cerried on in the pre-
school building supervigzd by the pre~aschocl staff.

The group was originally sterted in an effort to combat the
vandalism being done to the centre by the school~age children living
in the area, 1t was felt thot iff they were brought into the centre
and allowed to use the equirment leogitimately they would develop 2
feeling of belonging ard pride in the centre, It has, in fact,
worked out this woy ani ig providing a means of giving the older
children in the district an opportunity to spend their leisure time
in an enjoyable and creative way.

There was an enrolment of 70 children and an average atten—
dance of between €0 and P dr ing the year. Some of the art work

being done by the chiléren shows promise of real talent if it can be
encouraged and developed,

There is & need for the appointment of a play leader who
can develop this service both there and in other areas as the pre-
school staff cannot give more of their out-of-hours time than they
are already doing.
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o The real value of this group is evidenced in the
incipient growth of a commmity spirit among these part-colowred
peoples  The parents have joined with the staff in arranging

some guocessful picture evenings which were well ettended and the
children themselves arganised 2 sccial evening,

NORTHFRN TERRITORY FRE~SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP

Misg Janet Weir of Alice Springs, whe was awarded a
Scholarship in 1956, completed her training at the Adelaide Kinder-
garten Training College and was appointed Assistent Teacher at the
Tda Standley Pre~School in February 1959,

Migs Annebelle Hilder, of Darwin, was awarded a Scholar-

ship in 1959 and has commenced training at the Sydmgy Kindergarten
Training College.

NORTHERN TERRITORY PRE~SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

Welfare Branch is reopresented on this Association by the
Directar of Welfare and the Pre-Schocl Supervisor who are ex-officio
members,

The Assoclation's function is to act in an advisory
capacity when forming policy affecting pre—school centres amd to ach
as the co~ordineting body for all pre—school groups in the Northern
Territory. . .

GENERAL

411 centres cortributed to the display of children's art
and craft work at the 1958 Darwin Show.

In October, Open Days were held at all cerfres to e':nable
the perents to see a rormal progremme and to gain an ingight into
the principles of pre-school education, The session held on the
Saturday morning wes particularly well attended by the fathers,

The financial appropriation for mre~school activities
awing 1958/59 amounted to £16,847. It ws fully spent,



WELFARE BR ANCH
WORKS FROGRAMME —~ 1958/59

AEPENITL m4a"

{a) INDIVIDUAL SETTLEMENTS

Seftlement Description of Progress as at 30th Capital Value
Project June, 1959
Amoonguna, (a) Erec:ion of Infirmery andSisters! Let to private contract - 10#% complete. £16,400
Quarters
(b) Canteen and Recreation Hut Nil., Project transferred to 1959/60
Works Progranme. 4,300
)
(c) Administrative Block and Single Let to private contract. Work not yet
Men's Quarters conmenced. 7,700
(4) Material Stare let to private contract. Work not yet
commenced ., 1,560
(e) Agricultural Store Iet to private contract., Work not yet
commenced . 1,100
(£) Two Dormitories Let to private contract. 1% progress. 5,240
(g) Two latrine, ablution ard laundry let to private contract, Not yet
blocks commenced , 5,000
(h) One residernce Iet to private contract, Fhysically complete. 5, 500
(1) Erection of four-classrocm school Erection by private contract. 92% complete. 16,000
Bagot Latrine, ablution and laundry block Materials delivered to site, Construction not
yet commenced. 2,100

Beawick Creek

Latrine, ablution and launiry block

Meterials assewmbled, and delivered to site,
Construction not yet comenced.




APPENDIX "A" (continued)

Settlement Description of Project Progress as at 30th June, 1959. Capital Valwe,
Hooker Creek Latrine, ablution and laundry block Materisls delivered to site, Construction
not yet commenced. 2,500
Infirmary and Sisters' Quarters Contract let for supply of prefabricated
units and delivery effected, Construction
work not yet commenced. 19,500
Manirgrida (a) Two latrine, ablution ard laundry Materials on site, Construction not yet
blocks comerced. 8,500
(b) Residence Order placed for prefabricated unit.
Delivery not yet effected. 9,000
(¢) Coolroom and pre-cutting room Contract let for supply of prefabricated
coolroom unit, Delivery expectedearly July. 4,000
[~
E&it
Fapurya (a) Two latrine, sblution amd laurdry Work to be undertaken by Welfare Branch Works
blocks Force. Materials supplied by Department of
Works, One unit 50% camplete - one unit 25%
comple te. 5,000
(b) Material Store Construction by Welfare BranchWorks Force,
50% complete. 1,600
{c) Agricultural Store Corstruction by Welfare Branch Works Force.
50% comple te, 1,100
Snake Bay Latrine, ablution and laundry block Materials delivered to site, Comnstruction
not yet cammenced, 2,500
Electricity Supply Generator ordered. Contracts let for
intermal and externsl wiring, Power house
90% complete, 7,750



APEENDIX "A" (continued)

Settlement Description of Project Progress as at 30th Jure, 1959 Capital Valwe.
Yuendum Latrine, ablution and lsundry block Materials assenbled, Not yet delivered
to site. 2,250
TCTAL £130,850

(b) SETTLEMENTS GENERALLY,

Settlement Degcription of Project
Settlements Supply and delivery of 36 houses for wards
Gererally,

Progress as at 30th June, 1959 Capital Valie,

Contract let ard delivery effected to
Settlements, Cortracts not yet commenced,
Erection will be undertaken by Settlement
Maintenance Carpenter, employing werds

selected as trainees 20,000
Housing for part—coloured families Transferred to 1953/60 Programme. 27,000
Water Supplies on Settlements -
Warrabri Settlement - Supply and Order placed, Delivery not yet effected,
installation of one booster pump
Papunya Settlement - supply and Unit ordered. Delivery not yet effected.
installation of one booster pump
Hooker Creek Settlement - sirk erd equip
one bore with engine, pump jack, 10,000
gallon storsge tank ard 30' astard Boring commenced .
Beswick Station - Bishop Flain area - Bore sunk ard successful. Now being equipped,
sink and equip cone pastoral bore
Areyorga Settlement - sink and equip Bore sunk %o a depth of 500 4. with no signifi-
one bore with engine, pump Jjack, and cant water. Boring ebandoned at this site on
connect to existing reticulation recommeni 2t on Director of Water Use, Test
boring will be carried out during 1959/60, TOTAL™_ £55,200




AFFENDIX "4" (continued)

(c) RERORT ON WORKS PROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION AS AT 30th JUNE, 1958
[Refer Apperdix "F", 1957/58 Annbal Repart)

Amconguna

Beswick Creek

Delissaville
Hooker Creek

Maningrida

Papunya

Supply of electricity to Seittlement area

Erection of Coolroom

Erection of Latrine, ablution arnd
laundry unit

Erection of Mamal Training and Home
Management Centre

Erection of Garage ard Workshop
Erection of Kitchen and Dining Room
Reticulation of water supply

Erection of two steff residences

Erection of staff residence

Erection of two staff residences
Installation of 10,000~gallon overhead
tank and associated pumping equipment
arnd reticulation to two buildings

Erection of three pre-cut staff
residencea

Erection of latrine, sblution an
Jaunmiry units ‘

Low tension reticulation has now heen
extended to all buildings erected, and
to new residences,

100% complete,
1(13% complete,

100% complete.
100% complete,
100% complete,

loT

New reticulation 99% comple te,
Ore residence physically complete and

occupied, Cormstruction on second
residence approximately 10% complete,

100% complete,

25% complete,

Nil, Work will be commenced early
in 1959/60,

100% camplets,

100% comple te,



(c) REFORT ON WORKS FROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION AS AT 30th JUNE, 1959 (Contd)

{Refer Appendix "F", 1957/58 Annual Repcrt)

Papunya {contd) Erection of Mamal Training and Home
Managemert Centre

Erection of four-classroam school
Erection of Garage and Workshop
Erection of XKitchen and Dining Room
Erection of Infirmary

Erection ofSisters' Quarters

Erection ofAdministrative Building and
Single Quarters for Europeans

Supply of electricity to Settlement area
Snake Bay Inata 1llation of 300 cu. f%. Coolroom
Erection of ataff residence

Yue ndurmma Sirking ard equipping two bores

Erection of latrine, ablution and laundry facilities
on Settlements

Fifty native houses fcr werds on Settlements

Feroing

APPENDIX A" (continued)

100% complete

10% complete,
100% comple te,
100% complete,
100% complete,

100% canplete

100% cample te,
100% camplete,
100 complete,
100% complete.

Boring, which comtimed throughout
1958/59, has been unsuccessful,

The area has t2en subPcted to extensive
research, including a georhysical survey,
ard furthe r experimental work is to be
carried out by the Director of Water

Use., These experiments will be con-
tinued throughout 1959/60,

Most units have mow been erected,

Erection has teen campleted, except at
Yuendum and Amoongurnn,

Erection work is still going on, and is
expected to 18 campleted early in 1959/60.

80T



APPENTIX "A" (continued)

(o) HEIORT ON WORKS EROJECTS UNDER CONSTRUCTION AS AT 30th JUNE, 1959 (Comtd)
Refer Apperdix "F*  1957/58 Anmual Report.

Supply of electricity to Areyonga and Yuendumu Yuendum - 100% complete,
- Areyongae - Work has ceased on th s project because
of the need for additional funds, which it is
expected will be provided in 1959/60,

Erection of heuses fror alloontion :
to pert-coloured families 100% camplete,

Brection of Pre-School Centres to cater for European
and part-coloured children at Katherine, Nightcliff,
Tenrant Creek and Alice Sprirgs | 1008 complete

‘cmmmo'm. (2) and (b) - £196,050



ABORIGINAL FCPULATION

NORTEFRN _TERRTTORY

AFPENDIX vp*

*Census figures 25 at S48 at
published as &b { 30 Decexber, 3L December,
31 Decarber 1956 1957 1958
™ conmtact with
Goverrmernt Settlements
and Depots 35777 3,898 4,039
In contact with
Missions 5,038 6,338 6,117
In Pasboral, Miring, 4610
and Agricultural Areas 5,416 4,528 it
In Towns and Environs
(not resident at Mo
Goverrment Settlements) 186 326 £
At East Aym Leprosarium
and Institutions in
othexr States 198 157 198
Namedic, not in contact
with Miagsions oxr
Settlaements 530 L30 L8O
Reocorded Total 5, 774
Population 15,445 A(15,275) 15,577 (15,598} X658
Batimeted mmber not
yet inclnded in Census &E8o
of Aborigines 720 720 550
” 78, waet
16,165 4(15,995) {16,297 4 16,318) [165868

p e ]

&==_

* Because of problanms experierved in adjusting the population for
the half-yesr beyond 3lst December eash year, figurcs as at that
date arc quoted instesd of 3th Junc figures,

# Totals in brackets repre ent revised figures taldng asocount of
information received subscquent to 3lst December, 1957,




A BORIGINAL FOPULATION ON ABORIGINAL RESERVES

- APPENDIX "o"

as at 30th June, 19%9

FORULATION WELFARE CENTRES ON RESERVES
Part o
RESERVE Aborigines| Aborigines jTotal A REA Mission Stations Govermment Settlements
M P M P T _
Armhem Land 3L, 22 1693 1768 3517 36,580 s.m, See Footnote Maningrida
Groote Eylandt 258 295 583 8%0 s.m, Groote Eylandt and Umbakumbs Mission
Daly River 262 240 502 5,450 s.m. Fort Keats Miasion
Bathurst Island Lht 584 1005 786 a.m, Bathurst Island Mission
Melville Island | 46 65 86 79 276 2,100 a.m, Garden Point Mission Snake Bay
Hooker Creek 79 117 196 845 s m, Hooker Creek
Beswiock 165 149 | 314 1,315 s.m, Beswick Station
Darwin (Bagot) | 37 50 w1 126 | 354 1 s.m. Retta Dixon Home, Aborigines Beswick Creek
Hossts BLufE 466 559 [1025 | 7,636 s.m Inland Mission Areyonga
Haasts Bluff
Papunya
Yuendum 222 275 497 850 s.m. Yuerdum
Jay Creek 9 93 172 116 s.m, Jay Creek
Alice Springs 15 139 284 2 s,m,
{Bungalow) Burgalow
POTAL 117 137 037 Laon  |8695 56,51} s.m, FOOINOTE, ‘
Mission Stations in Arnhem Land Reserve;
I Yeyah 1 s.m. Church Miasionary Society - ggrerlit;.vhi;gf sion, Rase River Mission,
Woolwonga 162 s, m. e .
Wagait 388 s.m. Wethodist Oversess Mission - Goulburn Islard Mission,
Warr amunga 270 s.m, Millingimbi Mission, Elcho Islanmd
South-West 12,108 s.m. Mission, Yirrkals Mission, Croker Island
Mission (part-sborigines)
Total area of Aboriginal Reserves in N.T, 69,459 s, m,

62 457 J




ABORTGINAL, FOFULAT ION
ON_GOVERNMFNT SETTLEMENTS,

112

APPRNDLY "D"

as at 30th June, 1958

a8 at 30th June, 1959

Adults Children
Fe- Fe-
Settlement Adults{Children |Total| Malg male | Totall Male male | Total | TOTAL
Areyonga 135 100 235 851 86 1711 43 55 ) 98 269
Bagot 174 97 e | 95 62 | 157 L6 | 64110 267
Beswick Creek
158 90 28 [ 93101 | 194 ] 72 | 48 {120 314

Beswick Station
Borroloala 65 37 102 381 47 811 25 20| 45 126
Bungalow 161 91 252 | 89 80 | 169 56 | 59 |15 281,
Delissaville 84 46 130 | 66| 39 | 105§ 34 | 23| 57 162
Hansts Bluff 232 175 LO7 | 115 {138 253 [109 [152 | 264 514
Hooker Cresk 110 60 170 | 52 86 | 138| 27 | 31| 58 196
Jay Creek 123 65 188 1 55] 61 | 116 2 | 32| 56 172
Maningrida 168 60 208 83 1109 192 | 66 71 1137 329
Sneke Bay 101 35 136 | 61 ] 60 | 1211 25 | 19| w4 165
Warrebri 186 128 314 | 95 | 114 2091 89 103 {192 401
Yuendumi 241 199 432 95 {144 239 | 87 91 | 178 417

1938 175 pi3 1018 1127 [2145 | 703 | 768 Y471 3616




ABORIGINAL FOFULATION RESTDENT ON MISS ION STATIONS.

LPPENDLY "EM

As at 30th June, 1958,

As at 30th June, 1959,

Adults | Children Adults Children
Total Total Total
Male Female Total Male Female Total TOTAL,
CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY
Qenpells 157 105 262 84 & 168 64 56 120 288
Rose River 75 80 155 59 63 122 53 L9 102 22),
RoperRiver 89 141 230 49 52 101 9 €65 159 260
Groote Eylanit 170 218 388 81 83 164 92 122 21k 378
Unbakumba 68 83 151 L2 38 8C 4.3 52 95 175
LUTHERAN MISSION
Hermannsburg 223 16, 387 130 147 247 100 118 218 L65
METHODIST OVERSEAS MISSIONS
Goulburn Island 140 76 216 72 66 138 46 1
Milinginbi 252 246 4,98 92 112 204, 124 1.%6 223} ﬂ;’:
Elcho Island 224 299 523 96 140 236 110 99 209
Yirrkala 113 156 269 7 97 168 86 101 187 ;ég
ROMAN CATHOLIC MISSTONS
Bathurst Island 472 330 802 309 388 697 81
Port Keats 215 165 380 158 138 296 81 1%; fﬁﬁ 925
Santa Teresa 80 125 205 45 55 100 75 85 160 P
Daly River 160 120 280 1w 10 2 W Lo 8, fgg
GRAND TOTALS 2438 | 2308 4746 1302 1443 2745 1093 1174 2267 5012
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PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION

ANCES AT FRE~SCHOOL

APPENDIX "F™

TRES DURING

No, of In-

dividual Chil- Enrolments Aversage
dren enrolied at 30th Daily
during 1958/569 June, 1959 Attendance

Nathalle Gorey, Alice Springs

Ida Standley, Aldce Springs
(Feb, to June)
*Church of the Ascension,
Alice Springs
Darwin
Marsnga.
Melviile
Nipghtclife
Stuart Park
+#Feko Mine
Ternent Creek
{(0ot. tc June)
Katherine
(March to June)

Toetals

13 6L 12
33 30 18
75 35 44

100 5l L6
86 ) 32
90 7 39
th 44 a
85 52 A |
23 18 15
39 a 22
33 25 21

718 426 324

* Reocelves subsidy up to £750 per annum
+ No Govermment financial esid sought

uGn

IRE-SCHOOL CENTRES: STAFF BMPIOYED AT %0th JUNE, 1959

Nurber
Directors A0
Assistant Teachers 3
Part-trained Taacher 1
Untrained Assistents é
Total 20
APFENDIX "H"
CHITIREN

Bungalow
| Warrabri
Yuendum

Total

~SCHOOL CENTRES ON SETTL S

B

Boys Girls T

12 9
17 17

K l’::&ml




SCHOCLS FOR ABORIGINAL CHITDREN

ENROIMENT AND ATTENDANCES 1st JULY, 1958, TO 30th JUNE, 1555

AFPENLIX "I™

ENROLMENTS

ATTENDANCES

Average Monthly

Actual as at 30/6/1959

Average Morthly
Attendance as &
Fercentage of Average

SCHOOLS Average Monthly Monthly Enrolment
M 3 T M ¥ T 11 3 T M F E3
GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS :
{a) On Settlerents
AREYONGA 30.2 34,6 6., 8 33 33 66 27.6 30.9 58.5 91.4 89.3 90.3
BAGOT 23.8 24,9 48,7 26 27 53 22,8 23.9 6.7 95.7 96.0 95.9
BESWICK 38.4 /N 62, L 30 Th 36,4 23.5 59.9 54,8 96.3 95.4
BINGALOW 35.8 33.7 69.5 30 2% 5L 31.9 30,2 €2.1 89,1 89,6 83.4
DELISSAVILLE 25.5 10,2 35,7 25 9 34 24,3 9.7 3 55.3 95.1 95.2
HOOKER CREEK k.7 19,3 3k 16 21 E¥i 14, 18.1 32,1 95.2 93.8 b
JAY CREFX 18,1 17.3 35.4 14 13 33 15.8 16. 31,8 87.3 92,5 89.8
MANINGRIDA 13,6 13,4 27. Temporarily Closed 13, 13. 26, 95.6 97.0 96.3
PAFONYA 6 4 51.7 116.1 61 51 50,8 51.3 92.1 78.8 79.9 79.3
SNAKE BAY 12,8 13. 25.8 14 15 29 12.3 12,7 25. 96.1 97.7 96,
WARRABRY 42.9 59,6 92,5 55 63 118 1.5 18,2 89.7 96.7 97.2 97.0
YURNDUNT 48,6 5.5 103.1 50 56 106 40,6 4 6 85, 2 83.5 81.8 82,6
368.8 6.6 5.4 368 348 716 3310 312.1 643.1 89.7 90.1 89.9
(v) Op Pastoral
mmrtiea
LAKE NASH 10.7 2.3 32, 12 25 37 10.7 21,3 32, 100, 100. 100.
NEWGASTLE WATERS 10.7 17.3 28, 12 15 27 9. 15.1 241 8.1 87.3 68,5
a.% 38,6 60 2 K0 6L 13.7 36.4 56.1 92.1 9.3 93.5




APPRNDIX "I" {continued)

ENFOLMENTS ATTENDANCES . Average Monthly
Atten ce ald a
Average Monthly Actual as at 50/6/1959 Average Monthly Percentage of Average
_ Monthly Enrolment
SUBSIDISED SCHOOLS ON
EASTORAL PROFPERTTES :
COOLIBAH 7.7 12,8 20.5 Temporarily Closed 6.7 11,6 18,3 87.0 .
HLSEY 8.3 132 215 T 25 é. w8 168 1 %5 28 %23
KILDURK 5. 6. 11. 5 6 11 5s 6, 1. 100. 100 100,
HAINOKJ 1.3.21- 15.6 29. 15 15 28 15-3 15-5 28.8 99,2 99.3 99.3
MOROAK 67 5 .7 7 & 11 6.1 b7 10.8 91.0 94,0 92.3
3.1 52,6 93,7 35 i1 75 37.1 L8.6 85,7 904 92.4 91.5
MISSTON SCHOOLS:
BATHURST ISLAND 65.3 85.4 150.7 65 86 151 63.2 83.8 Us7. 96.8 98, 1 97.5
DALY KIVER 33,6 34l 67.7 31 32 63 2.7 3528 62.5 83.4 96.2 92,3 1
ELCHO ISLAND 26.3 35.4 617 20 28 48 23.9 33.5 57.4 90.9 9. 6 93,0 &
GOULBURN ISLAND 2.6 1.5 36.1 22 10 32 23.8 il 35,2 96.7 99,1 97.5
GROOTE EYTANDT 55.6 80.6 136.2 86 12 53.9 79. 132.9 96.9 98.0 97.6
HERMANNSBURG £0, y/ 13 & 78 42 56. 6 7.3 127.9 9%a 3 96.3 95.4
MILINGIMEL 52,2 43,2 95.4 7 by 91 45.8 394 85.2 87.7 91.2 89.3
ORNPELLI 50,9 3.2 75.1 42 36 78 334 28, 61,k 8L.7 81.9 81.7
FORT KEATS 3%.9 5542 95,1 45 58 103 37.7 S 7 92.4 94.5 99.1 97.2
FOPER RIVER 59 39,3 Sl 2 5 42 96 52. 28. 90. 947 96.7 95.5
ROSK REIVER 313 26445 57.7 33 27 €0 30. 25.8 55.8 95.8 97.7 96,7
SANTA TERESA 39.1 47.5 86.6 L3 53 9l 38. L6.1 8L b 97.9 97.0 97.5
UMBAKINEA 2.7 3.8 56,5 28 35 65 23.8 30.4 She2 96.3  95.6 95.9
YIRREALA 33 318 76,1 36 38 7 30.8 38.2 69. 89.8 L% 90,7
582,.7 640.% 1223.1 58, 653 1237 542.9 612.4  1155.3 93.2 95,6 o ks
TOTAL 100 1078.2 2092,2 1010 1082 2092 930.7  1009.5  1940.2 91,8 93,6 92.7
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STAFFING OF SCHOOLS FOR ABORIGINAL CHITDREN

BN BhIB Bl9%

GOVERNMENT SCHDOLS

(a) Settlements
Hesd Teachers

b 7 7.
Teachers in Charge 7 3 y
Assistants (Male) 5 3 N
Assistents (Fomale) 10 ¢ 8
Relieving Teachers 1 o 0
Pre-School Teachers - - >
(b) Pastoral Properties
Peachers in Charge > ” 1
Total o 23 o8
PASTORAT, PROPERTY SCHOOLS (SUBSIDISED)
Teachers in Charge 3 2 N
MISSION SCHOOLS
Teaphors 2 o6 5,
i - ———
APERNDIX XY
WHITS OR_PART-COLOURED CHILIREN
e o ooy s Wi
RPoys  Girls  Iotal
Settlements g : 18
Subsidised Schools on Pastoral
Eroperties 3 ¢
Missions L 2% "
Total 16 28 "
i a——— ——
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mﬂ ilL'Il

PART-COLOURED CHILDREN IN CARE OF MISSIONS (EXCLUDING CHILDREN ON MISSION STATIONS,

MISSIONS

AUSTRALTAN BOARD OF

MISSIONS, (Church

of England,)

St, Francis House
(8.4.)

St, Mary's Hostel
(Alice Sprirgs)

ABORIGINES INLAND
MISS ION,

RettaDixon Home
(parwin)

METHODIST OVERSEAS
MISSION,

Croker Islamd

ROMAN CATHOLIC
MISS ION,

GardenFoint
(MelvilleIslamd, )

TOTALS

Nunber of Children,

30th June 1958

30th June, 1959

Meles |Females | Total




TOT Al NUMBER OF STATE CHITDHREN 4S5 AT 30th JUNE 1959,

APFRNDIX "M"

AGE TN YEARS TYH OF (HARGE
Offence Neglected and Destitute Certificate Totals,
Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls
0=-5 - - 13 13 2 2 15 15
6 - 12 1 1 ' 30 23 4 2 35 26
13 : 18 5 6 4 14 2 L 11 24 E
61 65 126
e




CHILDREN_CHARGED IN CHILDREN*S COURT DURING 1958/59

APPENDIX "N"

AGE IN YEARS TYFE OF CHARGE LATD,
Offence Negleoted and Destitute Totals
Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls,
0-5 - - 2 5 2 5
6 - 12 - 4 5 4 5 5
13 - 18 8 3 1 7 9 10 36
(1) Children brought before the court in year urder review 36
(2) Children charged and commd tted 30

(3)

Children released on probation



APFENDIX "O"

OCCUPATIONAL, GRADINGS OF ABORTGINAL (WARD) I&BOUR

MAIES

Bore Maintenanoe Hand
Butohex

Bubcherts Assigtant
Clesner

Cook = Homestead
Cook ~ Stock Cemp
Deok Hand

Dogger

Driller!s Assistant
Drover

Electricisnts Asaistant
Engineerts Assistemt
Farm Lebourer
Fenedng Hend
Pisherman

Gunger

Gardener

Head Stockmsm

Horse Breakey

Horge Tailer

Fmbter

Xitohen Hend
Lebourex

Mechanio!s Assistend
Patrol Asalstant
Polloe Trecker
Plurberts Asaistant
Punper
Slenghtexmants Assistant

Stock Inspectorts Assistent
Stockman

Tractor Driver

Truck Driver

Wood. Cutter

Wood and Walter Joey

Cook

Cook's Assistant
Cook Housekeeper
Domestio
Fisherwoman
Pillebor
Gardener
Goatherd
Lawxiress
Nursing Assisbard
Pantay Maid
Teacherts Assistent

Waltrees
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ABORTGINES PASSED TO QUTSIDE FMPLOYMENT HROM

WARRAERT SPTTLEMENT - PERIOD 33,1959 = %.%5,29%52,

Clagsification HNe. Conditions

Maoleg

Drovers 28 £10. 0, 0 p,w, plant and stook
5¢ 0., 0 p.w, plant only

Drovers 2 7+ 10, O pyw. plant and stock

3+ 154 O pew, plant only

Lebourers (Contract) 6 6o O O Dew. With keep and clothing
Lebourers (Gemeral) 3 5. 0. O pyw, wWith keep ond clothing
Lobourers (General) &4 3, 10, O p.w. Wwith keep and clothing
Cook 1 3e 0. 0 pow, with keep and clothing
Stockmen 2 ke 10, O p.w, with keep and clothing
Pannl e

Domestics 2 £, 0. O pew, with keep and olothing

TOTAL: Males L6 Pemales 2
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APERNDIX, "Q"

ABORIGINES (WARDS) IN FULL-TIME FMPIOTMENT AS AT Ist JULY, 1956

Industry Male Female Total
1. Pagtoral Industry (by District)
Barkly Tableland 3oL 92 396
Alice Springs 356 71 427
Victoria River 325 147 472
Darwin and Gulf 259 106 365
2. Govermment Settleaments L26 178 604
3. Missions
Chureh Missionary Soclety 196 187 33
Roman Catholic 169 123 292
Methodist 233 L7 350
Lutheran L5 26 T
he Agriculture L. 7 18
5« Domestic 59 1A 90
6+ Eishing 17 5 22
T« Govermment Departments
8+ (including Murdcipal Councils
9 and Aivlines) 366 3 169
10, Mining 26 - 26
1., Staghtering 1 - 1
12, Tiuber 6 1 7
13, Tourist Resorts 1 2 3
Ui Transport 3 1 4
Totals 2,603 1,097 3,700
I ‘Wil A

(&) The flgures for Items & to 14 inclusive are inscomplete,

(b) The survey covered wards on regular weekly hire, Casual

amployees were sxcluded from the scope of the survey,





