THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 28, 2024

I send my warmest greetings to all those celebrating National Tuskegee Airmen Commemoration
Day—a time to honor the story, service, and sacrifice of the Black pilots, bombardiers,
navigators, mechanics, instructors, and crewmembers who changed the course of history.

It’s a story that continues to inspire us today. Daring and determined, the Tuskegee Airmen
blazed a new path—becoming our Nation’s first Black military pilots. They flew and supported
over 15,000 sorties in battle and destroyed over 100 enemy aircraft. They defended the Allies
and became one of the most decorated fighter groups during World War II. Time and again, they
risked their own safety for the safety of their fellow Americans, stepping up to fly some of our
country’s most dangerous and critical missions.

But as these patriots fought the forces of fascism abroad, they continued to face enduring
discrimination at home: signs on restaurants that read “whites only”; seats on buses that were
off-limits; and schools, streets, shops, and military units divided by segregation. And even after
the Tuskegee Airmen helped lay the groundwork for President Truman’s Executive Order ending
the unconscionable racial segregation of our Armed Forces, Black troops continued to confront
intense inequality, racism, and oppression from those whose very freedom they defended.

Like the generations of brave Black Service members before them, the Tuskegee Airmen never
stopped believing in the founding vision of our Nation: the vision for a more perfect Union, one
where all women and men are created equal. We are the only Nation in the world built on this
idea. We haven’t always lived up to it, but we’ve never walked away from it either. And we’ve
never ever walked away from our troops, who dare all and give all for our Nation.

As Commander in Chief, I am committed to keeping this sacred promise—including ensuring all
Service members and veterans of color are treated with equal dignity and respect. We’re
working to address racial bias, strengthen equal opportunity, reform the military justice system,
and ensure the full diversity of our Armed Forces is reflected at every level. And we will remain
unwavering in our efforts to ensure that all women and men who wear the uniform can reach
their full potential and have their contributions valued.

Today—as we honor the courageous “Red Tails” who defended our democracy against the

forces of darkness—we remember their immense service and sacrifice. And together, we
recommit to the future they fought for: one of greater security, equality, and opportunity for all.
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