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Governmental Material Control in
Japan During World War I

Takemasa Ishihara

Summary

In a wartime economy, large amounts of resources are put into the munitions

sector. As a result, production in the private sector has to be restricted and

people’s lives are greatly suppressed. Therefore, the government must ask the

people for their understanding and cooperation in the war. This paper deals with

the following issues during the period from the Sino-Japanese War in July 1937

to the defeat in August 1945.

1.

National Spiritual Mobilization Movement and the Imperial Rule Assistance
Association: The government promoted the idea of the rightfulness of the war
and appealed to the people to accept and endure the various difficulties that

arose in their daily lives.

. Material mobilization plan: Because imports were severely restricted, a military-

oriented material allocation system exerted a great deal of pressure on the

private sector.

. Waste collection and resource recovery: To save resources, waste collection

extended to the bells of shrines and temples and even resources in use and

factory machinery, but these resources were limited.

. Promotion of substitute industries: Efforts were made to develop substitutes

using domestic resources. However, at the end of the war, there was a shortage
of processing equipment and materials, making it difficult to produce substi-

tutes.

. Consumption ticket system (especially clothing): Although the ticket system

was implemented for many goods, this paper focuses on the comprehensive
ticket system for clothing. The ticket system introduced to share the shortage

was basically powerless to solve the shortage itself.
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6. Tonarigumi (neighborhood association): The Tonarigumi system, which had
long been regarded as a Japanese tradition, was incorporated into the national
control system and was responsible for many tasks such as the distribution
of goods, welcome and farewell of soldiers, food production, and air defense.
The system also involved mutual monitoring and observation among the
people.

The 8-year war had almost completely destroyed Japan’s economy and people’s
lives. On August 15, 1945, the defeat freed the Japanese people from the heavy

curse of long wartime controls.



	1-63
	04515986-72-1-63



