
Biographical Sketch for: Jerry P. Eaton 
 
BORN: December 11, 1926, near Fresno, California, U.S.A. 
 
EDUCATION: 
   B. A .Physics (1949), University of California, Berkeley 
   Ph. D. Geophysics (1953), University of California, Berkeley 

 
POSITIONS HELD: 
   Geophysicist, U. S. Geological Survey, 1953-1995. 
   Assignments: Hawaiian Volcano Observatory, Hawaii, 1953-1961; 
   Branch of Crustal Studies, Denver, Colorado, 1961-1965; 
   Office of Earthquake Studies, Menlo Park, California, 1965-1995. 
   Leadership Positions: Scientist-in-Charge of the Hawaiian Volcano Observatory, 1955-1958 and 1960-1961; 
   Chief of the Office of Earthquake Research and Crustal Studies, 1970-1973; 
   Chief of the Branch of Seismology, 1973-1975; 
   Acting Chief of the Branch of Network Operations, 1978-1982. 
   Geophysicist Emeritus, U. S. Geological Survey, Menlo Park, 1995-present. 
 
VOLCANOLOGICAL  CONTRIBUTIONS: 
   Improved the seismic and tiltmeter networks on Hawaii and employed the evidence they provided to develop a 
model of the internal structure and eruptive mechanism of Hawaiian volcanoes. 

 
SEISMOLOGICAL CONTRIBUTIONS: 
   Played a major role in building the dense telemetered northern and southern California seismic networks and in 
developing methods for reducing and analyzing their records;  Pioneered the detailed study of microearthquakes and 
the structures and processes they define by means of dense microearthquake networks. 
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