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Preface
by Ossie Dauvts

T'his is not the first time the black people of the United States have issued
nwarning. W. E. B. Du Bois himself said it plain in 1900: “The problem of
the T'wentieth Century is the problem of the color line.”

We say again, now: We will submit no further to the brutal indignities
heing practiced against us; we will not be intimidated, and most certainly not
tliminated. We claim the ancient right of all peoples, not only to survive
unhindered, but also to participate as equals in man’s inheritance here on
carth. We fight to preserve ourselves, to see that the treasured ways of our
life-in-common are not destroyed by brutal men or heedless institutions.

We Charge Genocide! indeed we do, far we would save ourselves and our
children. History has taught us prudence—we do not need to wait until the
Dachaus and Belsens and the Buchenwalds are built to know that we are
dyving, We live with death and it is ours; death not so obvious as Hitler’s
ovens—mnot yet. But who can tell ?

Black men were brought to this country to serve an economy which needed
our labor. And even when slavery was over, there was still a need for us in
the American economy as cheap labor. We picked the cotton, dug the ditches,
ihined the shoes, swept the floors, hustled the baggage, washed the clothes,
cleaned the toilets—we did the dirty work for all America—that was our
place, the place where the American economy needed us to be.

As long as we stayed in that place—there at the bottom—we were wel-
vomed to love and work in America. The murder practiced against us then
was partial and selective. A limited genocide meant not so much to extermi-
nite us—America still had a job for “good niggers” to do—as to warn us, to
correct us, to use those of us who would not submit as examples of what could
happen to the rest of us. Those who objected to being kept in their “place” at
the bottom were beaten or killed for being uppity. Those who challenged our
ricist overlords, claiming for themselves and for us our rights as men and as
itizens, were burned for being insolent; lynched to teach the rest of us
ilways to stay in our “place.”

But a revolution of profoundest import is taking place in America. Every -
year our economy produces more and more goods and services with fewer and
[ewer men, Hard, unskilled work—the kind nobody else wanted, that made
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VI PREFACE

us so welcome in America, the kind of work that we “niggers” have alwaysi
done—is fast disappearing. Even in the South—in Mississippi for example—i
95 per cent and more of the cotton is picked by machine. And in the North as’
I write this, more than 30 per cent of black teenage youth is unemployed.
The point I am getting to is that for the first time, black labor is expend-

able, the American economy does not need it any more. {

What will a racist society do to a subject population for which it no longer’
has any use? Will America, in a sudden gush of reason, good conscience, and!
common sense reorder her priorities —revamp her institutions, clean them
of racism so that blacks and Puerto Ricans and American Indians and
Mexican Americans can be and will be fully and meanfully included on an
equal basis?

Or, will America, grown meaner and more desperate as she confronts the
just demands of her clamorous outcasts, choose genocide ? America, of course,
is not an abstraction ; America is people, America is you and me. America will
choose in the final analysis as we choose : to build a world of racial and socia
justice for each and for all; or to try the fascist alternative—a deliberat
policy on a mass scale, of practices she already knows too well, of murderous.
skills she sharpens each day in Vietnam, of genocide, and final, mutual death.

We Charge Genocide—not only of the past but of the future. And we
swear: it must not, it shall not, it will not happen to our people. E?

August 17, 1970. |
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Foreword to New Edition

o by

This historic Petition was first presented to the world in 1951, Addressed
to the United Nations it was submitted to that body in Paris, France at the
Palais Chaillott where the Fifth Session of the General Assembly had
pathered. Simultaneously a delegation led by Paul Robeson presented copies
to the office of the Secretary General of the UN in New York. We had two
nims: to expose the nature and depth of racism in the United States; and to
nrouse the moral conscience of progressive mankind against the inhuman
freatment of black nationals by those in high political places.

‘The Petition called upon the UN to take notice of the fact that even a
cursory examination would reveal the savage racist policy that determines the
attitude and reaction of city, state and federal povernments in their relations
with black nationals. At each of these political levels the human dignity of
blacks is flouted and full enjoyment of their Constitutional rights denied.
Blacks faced institutions of government that were steeped in racism.

The Petition declared that the racism of government was a criminal
policy. It constituted a flagrant violation of the UN Charter, its Universal
[Jeclaration of Human Rights, more specifically the UN Convention for the
Prevention and Punishment of Genocide and the Constitution of the United
States of America.

William L. Patterson

These racist crimes are also in violation of the most vital canons of inter-
national law. "T'he Petition asserted that if permitted to continue through the
failure of other nations zealously to oppose them the racist crimes committed
in the United States would reduge the Charter to a bad joke to be laughed at
by every bigot and racist in this land. The crimes complained of were a threat
to the national morality, the integrity of a leading world state and therefore
to world peace.

The indictment against these crimes having been drafted, it was necessary
with scrupulous care to adduce concrete evidence of the vicious and intoler-
able racist practices on which the Petition was based. That was thoroughly
done, A Summary and Prayer for Relief outlining specific remedial stgps
followed.

The UN did not respond to the Petition. Profound changes, however, have
taken place in the world since 1951. At the same time, racism has grown
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consistently more vicious. It now constitutes a basic feature of the drive of
U.S. reaction toward a fascist-like police state.

The UN Human Rights Commission has, in the interim period, debated
the matter of human rights at great length. It has passed numerous Conven-
tions and Resolutions condemning the debasement of human dignity. It has,
however, not leveled this charge of criminality at the United States as it has
at the South African Republic. Yet its conclusions give affirmation to the
indictment against the racist crimes committed in this citadel of the “free
world.”

Twenty years after the submission of this Petition to the UN the charges
then made can be materially enlarged. A characteristic featurc of life in the
United States is the murderous brutality toward “colored” citizens in and
out of the ghettoes in which they are forced to live, the use of state troopers to
suppress their democratic demonstrations seeking enjoyment of their inalien-
able and constitutional rights, Coupled with this policy is the increasing use
of black nationals as armed gendarme to force America’s murderous brand of
democracy upon foreign peoples. Korea, Vietnam and Cambodia are proof of
the last allegation.

Civil rights commissions created and mandated successively by Presi-
dents Eisenhower, Kennedy and Johnson to examine into and report on the
economic, political and cultural situation confronting blacks have recorded
massive violation of their rights and dignity, A vast array of statistical
material culled by government agents and private investigators exists reveal-
ing that discriminatory conditions have shortened greatly the life span of
blacks as compared to whites.

Miseducation in ghetto schools is psychologically more disturbing than in
“educational”’ institutions generally. The misery and squalor of the black
ghetto slums beggar description. A false brand of criminality is constantly
stamped on the brow of black youth by the courts and systematically kept
there creating the fiction that blacks are a criminally minded people. Unem-
ployment and underemployment are infinitely higher among blacks due to
discrimination in hiring policies and the low technical development afforded
their youth. The ghetto has been made a cesspool for those who traffic in
narcotics in a diabolical attempt to destroy the plysical being of blacks.

White ideologists proclaim those conditions are as blacks want them to be,
White ideclogists skillfully and cunningly twist facts that expose the evils of
racism to enable them to assert the inherent inferiority of blacks. Thus they
seek to give credence to the myths of white superiority. Force and violence
systematically and consistently employed to quell the righteous anger of
blacks is justified by calling murder an exercise of “law and order.” Thus the
lies against blacks are propped up ideologically. We have an economy that
dehumanizes those who accept and support it as well as its foremost victims.

FOREWQORD IX

In our introduction to the earlier editions of W e Charge Genacide, we
wrote: “History has shown that the racist theory of the government of the
UU.S5.A. is not the private affair of Americans but the concern of mankind
everywhere.”

Life gives proof of the correctness of this statement. It is now historically
necessary and also incredibly easy to submit proof that racism U.S.A. is an
export commodity breeding aggressive wars and threatening the peace of the
world. Life produces that evidence. We submit it.

Again I assert that the wantonly murderous and predatory racist attacks
on Korea, Vietnam and Cambodia are proof. These criminal wars are in-
separably related to the equally criminal murders of rebellious black youth
in Chicago, Illinois, New Haven, Connecticut, Augusta, Georgia and Jack-
son, Mississippi. The crime of these black youth was their color plus their
determination not to accept racism ot be intimidated by its force and violence.
The crimes of the racists are the crimes of a desperate class and those it has
dehumanized. The “crimes” of “our” foreign foes are that they want control
of their own destinies and that their lands are rich with raw materials worth
hillions to the imperialists.

‘T'here are those with political power who believe that aggressive wars
will force acceptance of their moral bankruptey, their ideological corruption,
the grievous and incurable economic ills their system sows and their myths
of white superiority. They are wrong. Racism and predatory wars have
already sustained major moral defeats at home and abroad. At home and
abroad the end will inevitably be against the racists and neo-colonialists.
History has doomed them to defeat. That is where we come in.

Developing national liberation struggles expose the hypocrisy of the
colonial powers who are members of the UN. It is now obvious that not all
those wha signed that historic Charter in San Francisco in 1945 were deter-
mined to build an international institution geared to peace, freedom and the
equality of large and small nations.

Tt might be well to remind the reader who takes this Petition up that the
American delegation sent to San Francisco in 1945 to establish the United
Nations was headed by a noted imperialist, Edward R. Stettinius who was
at the time the U.S. Secretary of State, and Tom Connally, a U.S. Senator
from Texas who was an infamous racist. To regard either of these men as
representative of the nation as such is to ignore their racism, their contempt
for the poor and their condoning of terror. ]

Neither they nor those for whom they signed the Charter had any love
for peace or freedom. President Roosevelt at an earlier moment had called
them “economic royalists.” Theirs was the divine right of “robber barons.”
These were men of the breed of those responsible for the “Cold War.” They
were men steeped in bigotry and racialism. Not a “colored” man was among
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United Nations without aim or purpese. It was to be for those they repre-
sented an institution through which, with the aid of their quislings in Asia
and Latin America, they could further their “Cold War” program and
export their racist policies, Three events intervened: the unprecedented
growth and development of the Socialist bloc of peace-seeking states, the
national liberation struggles in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the United.
States, and the democratic struggles of organized labor in the “free world.”

The UN is today not the same organization that in 1945 was sired by a
“free world” wanting a new war against the Socialist countries and mothered |
by a New W orld desirous of peace. Through the moral, economic, political
and ideological power of the new emerging world of socialism, through the |
national liberation movements of Africa, Asia and Latin America, both the]
composition of the UN and its character are changing.

T'o further expose the hypocrisy of the U.S. rulers it is historically neces-
sary that the black nationals and freedom-loving American whites return
again to the UN with the charge of genocide against black, brown, red and
vellow, and a Prayer for relief. American racism can be brought to the dock
in the Councils of the UN through mass action.

It is politically infantile to argue that another appeal to the UN can or
will force the United States to become an adherent of the aims, principles and
purposes of that international body. Such an appeal can, however, mobilize
worldwide action against genocide. We must not forget the words uttered by |
Justice Robert H. Jackson in the trial of the Nazi war criminals in Nurem-
berg, Germany. We quote:

“How a government treats its own inhabitants generally is thought to be
no concern of other governments or of international society., Certainly few
oppressions or cruelties would warrant the intervention of foreign powers. |
But the German mistreatment of Germans is now known to surpass in mag-
nitude and savagery any limits of what is tolerable by modern civilization. |
Other nations by silence would take a consenting part in such crimes. These
Nazi persecutions, moreover take on character as international crimes be-
cause of the purpose for which they were undertaken. , . .”

‘We say that this applies to racism and the racists in the United States. The
mistreatment of black nationals by this white ruling class surpasses in savagery
the limits of this “free economy.”

There is no question but that the treatment of blacks in the United States
violates all provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. But,
that it violates the Convention for the Prevention and Punishment of Geno-|
cide, that racism U.S.A. is genocidal in character is ofttimes questioned by

FOREWORD X1

liberals and intellectuals. Even a cursory examination of the guestion re-
veals that:

(1) Killing of members of the group is notoriously true.

(2) The psychological impact of those murders and of jimerow and
segregation in their subtle and covert forms does extreme mental
harm to the group.

(3) America’s racism is bringing about in part the physical destruction
of the group and its span of life reveals that fact.

(4) Measures to prevent birth within the group are practiced in several
states.

‘The reports of Presidential commissions on civil rights reveal the genocidal
character of racism U.S.A. Failure to act upon them verifies the content of
the indictment and indicates that if there is to be fundamental change it must
come through the actions of the people.

It has recently been alleged that racism has split the nation along the
color line. We the people can mend the split.

A nation divided against itself is at the mercy of demagogues, and the
enemies of freedom and of a democracy of the people, for the people and/or
by them,

History dictates the cure: a people united in struggle for the peace of the
world and their own security. This is written with the hope that it will help
alfect this unity. Our country has a multi-national population. It is up to
the people to give it a democracy embracing all who stand for equality of
rizhts and opportunities. In our unity in struggle lies the fate of our country
and its people. In our country’s future lies the peace and freedom of millions
if the people control tiat future. History calls for an end to genocidal rela-
tions at home and abroad. This Petition is called for by history and the
people are its bearers,

August 1970




ARTICLE II, CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION AND
PUNISHMENT OF THE CRIME OF GENOCIDE:

Adopted December g, 1948

“In the present Convention, genocide means any of the following acts
committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical,
racial or religious group, as such:

(a) Killing members of the group;
(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;

(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated
to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part;

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;

(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.”

ARTICLE III:
“The following acts shall be punishable:
(a) Genocide;
(b) Conspiracy to commit genocide;
(c) Direct and public incitement to commit genocide;
(d) Attempt to commit genocide;

(¢) Complicity in genocide.”

xil
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INTRODUCTION XV

iates and are often contemptuously called poor whites, are themselves

uiffering to an ever-greater degree from the consequences of the Jim

Liow segregation policy of government in its relations with Negro citi-

rens. We speak of progressive mankind because a policy of discrimina-

llon at home must inevitably create racist commodities for export abroad
must inevitably tend toward war.

We have not dealt here with the cruel and inhuman policy of this
yovernment toward the people of Puerto Rico. Impoverished and reduced
lo a semi-literate state through the wanton exploitation and oppression
Iy gigantic American concerns, through the merciless frameup and
inprisonment of hundred of its sons and daughter, this colony of the
tilers of the United States reveals in all its stark nakedness the moral
bunkruptcy of this government and those who control its home and
loreign policies.

History has shown that the racist theory of government of the U.S.A.
It not the private affair of Americans, but the concern of mankind every-
where.,

It is our hope, and we fervently believe that it was the hope and aspira-
tion of every black American whose voice was silenced forever through
jpremature death at the hands of racist-minded hooligans or Klan terror-
ints, that the truth recorded here will be made known to the world; that
It will speak with a tongue®of fire loosing an unquenchable moral cru-
side, the universal response to which will sound the death knell of all
tucist theories.

We have scrupulously kept within the purview of the Convention on
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide which is
hield to embrace those “acts committed with intent to destroy in whole
Or in part a national, ethnical, racial or religious group as such.”

We particularly pray for the most careful reading of this material by
those who have always regarded genocide as a term to be used only where
the acts of terror evinced an intent to destroy a whole nation. We fur-
ther submit that this Convention on Genocide is, by virtue of our avowed
acceptance of the Covenant of thel United Nations, an inseparable part
ol the law of the United States of America.

According to international law, and according to our own law, the
Cienocide Convention, as well as the provisions of the United Nations
(harter, supersedes, negates and displaces all discriminatory racist law
on the bocks of the United States and the several states,

IT'he Hitler crimes, of awful magnitude, beginning as they did against
the heroic Jewish people, finally drenched the world in blood, and left
i record of maimed and tortured bodies and devastated areas such as
munkind had never seen before. Justice Robert H. Jackson, who now sits
upon the United States Supreme Court bench, described this holocaust

Introduction

Our or the inhuman black ghettos of American cities, out of the cottal
plantations of the South, comes this record of mass slayings on the bag
of race, of lives deliberately warped and distorted by the willful cred
tion of conditions making for premature death, poverty and disease.
is a record that calls aloud for condemnation, for an end to these terrib
injustices that constitute a daily and ever-increasing violation of th
United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of th
Crime of Genocide.

It is sometimes incorrectly thought that genocide means the complet
and definitive destruction of a race or people. The Genocide Convel
tion, however, adopted by the General Assembly of the United Natiof
on December g, 1948, defines genocide as any killings on the basis @
race, or, in its specific words, as “killing members of the group.” Af
intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, racial, ethnic
religious group is genocide, according to the Convention. Thus, th
Convention states, “causing serious bodily or mental harm to membe
of the group” is genocide as well as “killing members of the group.”

We maintain, therefore, that the oppressed Negro citizens of ¢h
United States, segregated, discriminated against and long the target ¢
violence, suffer from genocide as the result of the consistent, consciou
unified policies of every branch of government.

The Civil Rights Congress has prepared and submits this petition
the General Assembly of the United Nations on behalf of the Negro pe
ple in the interest of peace and democracy, charging the Governmeg
of the United States of America with violation of the Charter of th
United Nations and the Convention on the Prevention and Punishmef
of the Crime of Genocide.

We believe that in issuing this document we are discharging an hi
toric responsibility to the American peaple, as well as rendering a servig
of inestimable value to progressive mankind. We speak of the Amet
can people because millions of white Americans in the ranks of labg
and the middle class, and particularly those who live in the southet
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to the world in the powerful language with which he opened the Nuremd
berg trials of the Nazi leaders. Every word he voiced against the mond
strous Nazi beast applies with equal weight, we believe, to those who aré
guilty of the crimes herein set forth, 1
Here we present the documented crimes of federal, state and municipal
governments in the United States of America, the dominant nation iff
the United Nations, against 15,000,000 of its own nationals—the Negrg
people of the United States. These crimes are of the gravest concern 0§
mankind, The General Assembly of the United Nations, by reason of the|
United Nations Charter and the Genocide Convention, itself is invested
with power to receive this indictment and act on it.
The proof of this fact is its action upon the similar complaint of the
Government of India against South Africa.
We call upon the United Nations to act and to call the Governmen
of the United States to account.
We believe that the test of the basic goals of a foreign policy i
inherent in the manner in which a government treats its own national
and is not to be found in the lofty platitudes that pervade so many
treaties or constitutions. The essence lies not in the form, but rather, it
the substance.
The Civil Rights Congress is a defender of constitutional liberties)
human rights, and of peace. It is the implacable enemy of every creed]
philosophy, social system or way of life that denies democratic rights o
one iota of human dignity to any human being because of color, creed
nationality or political belief.
We ask all men and women of good will to unite to realize the objed
tives set forth in the summary and prayer concluding this petition. We
believe that this program can go far toward ending the threat of a third
world war. We believe it can contribute to the establishment of a people’§
democracy on a universal scale.
But may we add as a final note that the Negro people desire equality
of opportunity in this land where their contributions to the economig
political and social developments have been of splendid proportions, and
in quality second to none. They will accept nothing less, and continued
efforts to force them into the category of second-class citizens throught
force and violence, through segregation, racist law and an institutionald
ized oppression, can only end in disaster for those responsible.
Respectfully submitted by the Civil Rights Congress as a service t@
the peoples of the world, and particularly to the lovers of peace and
democracy in the United States of America.
—Wuiiam L. PATTERSON
National Executive Secretary
Civil Rights Congress
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PART 1

‘The Opening Statement

A Review of the Case and an Offer of Proof, giving something
of the scope and historical background of the genocide being
committed against the Negro people of the United States.




1o the General Assembly of the Uwnited Nations:

Ik responsiBiLITY of being the first in history to charge the government
ol the United States of America with the crime of genocide is not one
your petitioners take lightly. The responsibility is particularly grave when
(tizens must charge their own government with mass murder of its
nwn nationals, with institutionalized oppression and persistent slaughter
ul the Negro people in the United States on a basis of “race,” a crime
ubhorred by mankind and prohibited by the conscience of the world as
tupressed in the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide adopted by the General Assembly of the United
Nations on December g, 1948. 2
! :
Genocide Leads to Fascisnz and to War

Il our duty is unpleasant it is historically necessary both for the welfare
il the American people and for the peace of the world. We petition as
Aimnerican patriots, sufficiently anxious to save our countrymen and all
imankind from the horrors of war to shoulder a task as painful as it is
iportant. We cannot forget Hitler’s demonstration that genocide at

linme can become wider massacre abroad, that domestic genocide develops
Into the larger genocide that is predatory war. The wrongs of which we
tumplain are so much the expression of predatory American reaction
and its government that civilization cannot ignore them nor risk their
tuntinuance without courting its own destruction. We agree with those
members of the General Assembly who declared that genocide is a matter
ul world concern because its practice imperils world safety.

Ihut if the responsibility of your petitioners is great, it is dwarfed by the
responsibility of those guilty of the crime we charge. Seldom in human
ihnals has so iniquitous a conspiracy been so gilded with the trappings
ol respectability, Seldom has mass murder on the score of “race” been so
wnctified by law, so justified by those who demand free elections abroad
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4 GENOCIDE

even as they kill their fellow citizens who demand free elections at homel
Never have so many individuals been so ruthlessly destroyed amid s@
many tributes to the sacredness of the individual, The distinctive traif
of this genocide is a cant that mouths aphorisins of Anglo-Saxon juri§]
prudence even as it kills.

The genocide of which we complain is as much a fact as gravify
The whole world knows of it. The proof is in every day’s newspaper§
in every one’s sight and hearing in these United States. In one form d
another it has been practiced for more than three hundred years althougli
never with such sinister implications for the welfare and peace of thi
world as at present. Its very familiarity disguises its horror. It is a crim@
so embedded in law, so explained away by specious rationale, so hiddefl
by talk of liberty, that even the conscience of the tender minded is somé
times dulled. Yet the conscience of mankind cannot be beguiled from
its duty by the pious phrases and the deadly legal euphemisms with whic

its perpetrators seek to transform their guilt into high moral purpose.

Killing Members of the Group

Your petitioners will prove that the crime of which we complain is iff
fact genocide within the terms and meaning of the United Nations Com
vention providing for the prevention and punishment of this crime. Wi
shall submit evidence, tragically voluminous, of “acts committed wit|
intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial ol
religious group as such,”—in this case the 15,000,000 Negro people of th
United States.

We shall submit evidence proving “killing members of the group,” ill
violation of Article II of the Convention. We cite killings by police, kill
ings by incited gangs, killings at night by masked men, killings alwayl
on the basis of “race,” killings by the Ku Klux Klan, that organizatiol
which is chartered by the several states as a semi-official arm of govers
ment and even granted the tax exemptions of a benevolent society. ‘

Our evidence concerns the thousands of Negroes who over the yeafl
have been beaten to death on chain gangs and in the back rooms dl
sheriff’s offices, in the cells of county jails, in precinct police stations ang
on city streets, who have been framed and murdered by sham legal formil
and by a legal bureaucracy. It concerns those Negroes who have beel
killed, allegedly for failure to say “sir” or tip their hats or move asidf
quickly enough, or, more often, on trumped up charges of “rape,” but i
reality for trying to vote or otherwise demanding the legal and inalienablf
rights and privileges of United States citizenship formally guaranteel}
them by the Constitution of the United States, rights denied them off
the basis of “race,” in violation of the Constitution of the United State
the United Nations Charter and the Genocide Convention. ‘

THE QOPENING STATEMENT
Economic Genocide

We shall offer proof of economic genocide, or in the words of the Con-
vention, proof of “deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life
tnlculated to bring about its destruction in whole or in part,” We shall
prove that such conditions so swell the infant and maternal death rate
and the death rate from disease, that the American Negro is deprived,
when compared with the remainder of the population of the United
Sates, of eight years of life on the average.

Further we shall show a deliberate national oppression of these
15,000,000 Negro Americans on the basis of “race” to perpetuate these
‘tonditions of life.” Negroes are the last hired and the first fired. They
iie forced into city ghettos or their rural equivalents. They are segre-
yated legally or through sanctioned violence into filthy, disease-bearing
housing, and deprived by law of adequate medical care and education.
I'rom birth to death, Negro Americans are humiliated and persecuted, in
violation of the Charter and the Convention. They are forced by threat of
violence and imprisonment into inferior, segregated accommodations,
o jim crow busses, jim crow trains, jim crow hospitals, jim crow
ithools, jim crow theaters, jim crow restaurants, jim crow housing, and
linally into jim crow cemeteries.

We shall prove that the object of this genocide, as of all genocide, is
the perpetuation of economic and political power by the few through
the destruction of political protest by the many. Its method is to demoral-
ive and divide an entire nation; its end is to increase the profits and
unchallenged control by a reactionary clique. We shall show that those
responsible for this crime are not the humble but the so-called great, not
the American people but their misleaders, not the convict but the robed
ludge, not the criminal but the police, not the spontaneous mob but
nrganized terrorists licensed and approved by the state to incite to a
ltoman holiday.

We shall offer evidence that this genocide is not plotted in the dark
hut incited over the radio into the ears of millions, urged in the glare of
public forums by Senators and Governors. It is offered as an article of
luith by powerful political organizations, such as the Dixiecrats, and
defended by influential newspapers, all in violation of the United Nations
tharter and the Convention forbidding genocide.

This proof does not come from the enemies of the white supremacists
but from their own mouths, their own writings, | their political resolu-
sons, their racist laws, and from photographs of their handiwork. Neither
IHitler nor Goebbels wrote obscurantist racial incitements more volumi-
hously or viciously than do their American counterparts, nor did such
incitements circulate in Nazi mails any more freely than they do in the
mails of the United States.
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Conspiracy to Genocide

THE OFPENING STATEMENT 9

which result in the crime of genocide being consistently and constantly
jracticed against the Negro people of the United States.

Through this and other evidence we shall prove this crime of genocid
is the result of a massive conspiracy, more deadly in that it is sometim
“understood” rather than expressed, a part of the mores of the rulinf
class often concealed by euphemisms, but always directed to oppressing
the Negro people. Its members are so well-drilled, so rehearsed over tli
generations, that they can carry out their parts automatically and with
minimum of spoken direction. They have inherited their plot and the
business is but to implement it daily so that it works daily. This impll
mentation is sufficiently expressed in decision and statute, in depressel
wages, in robbing millions of the vote and millions more of the land, an
in countless other political and economic facts, as to reveal definitively th
existence of a conspiracy backed by reactionary interests in which ai
meshed all the organs of the Executive, Legislative and Judicial branch
of government. It is manifest that a people cannot be consistently killd
over the years on the basis of “race”—and more than 10,000 Negroes hay
so suffered death—cannot be uniformly segregated, despoiled, impovel
ished and denied equal protection before the law, unless it is the res 1
of the deliberate, all-pervasive policy of government and those whi
control it.

The Negro Petitianers

Many of your petitioners are Negro citizens to whom the charges herein
described are not mere words. They are facts felt on our bodies, crimes
illicted on our dignity. We struggle for deliverance, not without pride
I our valor, but we warn mankind that our fate is theirs. We solemnly
declare that continuance of this American crime against the Negro peo-
ple of the United States will strengthen those reactionary American forces
diiving towards World War IIT as certainly as the unrebuked Nazi
penocide against the Jewish people strengthened Hitler in his successful
iive to World War 1L

We, Negro petitioners whose communities have been laid waste, whose
liimes have been burned and looted, whose children have been killed,
whose women have been raped, have noted with peculiar horror that
the penocidal doctrines and actions of the American white supremacists
hive already been exported to the colored peoples of Asia. We solemnly
wirn that a nation which practices genocide against its own nationals
iy not be long deterred, if it has the power, from genocide elsewhere.
White supremacy at home makes for colored massacres abroad. Both
| (iveal contempt for human life in a colored skin. Jellied gasoline in
Kuren and the lynchers’ faggot at home are connected in more ways than
thit both result in death by fire. The lyncher and the atom bomber are
ilited. The first cannot murder unpunished and unrebuked without
W encouraging the latter that the peace of the world and the lives of mil-
lions are endangered. Nor is this metaphysics. The tie binding both is
sionomic profit and political control. It was not without significance that
Il was President Truman who spoke of the possibility of using the atom
himb on the colored peoples of Asia, that it is American statesmen who
jnite constantly of “Asiatic hordes.”

Emasculation of Democracy

We shall show, more particularly, how terror, how “killing membe
of the group,” in violation of Article II of the Genocide Convention, hi
been used to prevent the Negro people from voting in huge and decisiy
areas of the United States in which they are the preponderant populatiofl
thus dividing the whole American people, emasculating mass movemen|
for democracy and securing the grip of predatory reaction on the federa
state, county and city governments. We shall prove that the crimes @
genocide offered for your action and the world’s attention have in fal
been incited, a punishable crime under Article III of the .Conventiof
often by such officials as Governors, Senators, Judges and peace officel
whose phrases about white supremacy and the necessity of maintaininf
inviolate a white electorate resulted in bloodshed as surely as more direfl
incitement. ‘
We shall submit evidence showing the existence of a mass of America
law, written as was Hitler’s law solely on the basis of “race,” providig
for segregation and otherwise penalizing the Negro people, in violatie
not only of Articles IT and III of the Convention but also in violation ¢
the Charter of the United Nations. Finally we shall offer proof that}
conspiracy exists in which the Government of the United States, i
Supreme Court, its Congress, its Executive branch, as well as the variof
state, county and municipal governments, consciously effectuate polici

“Our Humanity Denied and Mocked”

We Negro petitioners protest this genocide as Negroes and we protest
| us Americans, as patriots. We know that no American can be truly
fiee while 15,000,000 other Americans are persecuted on he grounds of
“tice,” that few Americans can be prosperous while 15,000,000 are delib-
tlately pauperized. Our country can never know true democracy while
millions of its citizens are denied the vote on the basis of their color.

But above all we protest this genocide as human beings whose very
humanity is denied and mocked. We cannot forget that after Congress-
i Henderson Lovelace Lanham, of Rome, Georgia, speaking in the
lills of Congress, called William L. Patterson, one of the leaders of the
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Negro people, “a God-damned black son-of-bitch,” he added, “We got
keep the black apes down.” We cannot forget it because this is the ag
mating sentiment of the white supremacists, of a powerful segment d
American life. We cannot forget that in iiany American states it is
crime for a white person to marry a Negro on the racist theory thi
Negroes are “inherently inferior as an immutable fact of Nature.” THY

think no more of killing a n——-r, than of killing a dog.”

We petition in the first instance because we are compelled to speak by
the unending slaughter of Negroes. The fact of our ethnic origin, of whidl
we are proud—our ancestors were building the world’s first civilizationl
3,000 years before our oppressors emerged from barbarism in the fores
of western Europe—is daily made the signal for segregation and murdef|
There is infinite variety in the cruelty we will catalogue, but each case
the common denominator of racism. This opening statement is not
place to present our evidence in detail. Still, in this summary of what is fl

case, something of the pattern of genocidal murder, the technique of iff
citement to genocide, and the methods of mass terror.

towards war. We are compelled to hold to this six years span if this docil
ment is to be brought into manageable proportions.

The Evidence

There was a time when racist violence had its center in the Soutlf
But as the Negro people spread to the north, east and west seeking
escape the southern hell, the violence, impelled in the first instance by ecé
nomic motives, followed them, its cause also economic. Once most @
the violence against Negroes occurred in the countryside, but that wal
before the Negro emigrations of the twenties and thirties, Now there i
not a great American city from New York to Cleveland or Detroit, frof
Washington, the nation’s capital, to Chicago, from Memphis to Atlant]
or Birmingham, from New Orleans to Los Angeles, that is not disgracef

by the wanton killing of innocent Negroes. It is no longer a sectiond)
phenomenon.

Once the classic method of lynching was the rope. Now it is the policd

man’s bullet. To many an American the police are the government
certainly its most visible representative. We submit that the evidend
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mpggests that the killing of Negroes has become police policy in the
lInited States and that police policy is the most practical expression of
jovernment policy.

Our evidence is admittedly incomplete. It is our hope that the United
Mutions will complete it. Much of the evidence, particularly of violence,
was gained from the files of Negro newspapers, from the labor press,
from the annual reports of Negro societies and established Negro year
hooks. A list is appended.

But by far the majority of Negro murders are never recorded, never
known except to the perpetrators and the bereaved survivors of the vic-
lim. Negro men and women leave their homes and are never seen alive
ipain. Sometimes weeks later their bodies, or bodies thought to be theirs

| i often horribly mutilated, are found in the woods or washed up on the

shore of a river or lake, This is a well known pattern of American cul-
ture. In many sections of the country police do not even bother to record
the murder of Negroes. Most white newspapers have a policy of not pub-
lishing anything concerning murders of Negroes or assaults upon them.
Ihese unrecorded deaths are the rule rather than the exception—thus

our evidence, though voluminous, is scanty when compared to the
actuality.

Causes Celébres

We Negro petitioners are anxious that the General Assembly know of
nir tragic causes celébres, ignored by the American white press but known
nevertheless the world over, but we also wish to inform it of the virtually
unknown killed almost casually, as an almost incidental aspect of insti-
lutionalized murder.

We want the General Assembly to know of Willie McGee, framed on
perjured testimony and murdered in Mississippi because the Supreme
Court of the United States refused even to examine vital new evidence
proving his innocence. But we also want it to know of the two Negro
thildren, James Lewis, Jr., fourteen years old, and Charles Trudell, fifteen,
of Natchez, Mississippi who were electrocuted in 1947, after the Supreme
Court of the United States refused to intervene.

We want the General Assembly to know of the martyred Martinsville
Seven, who died in Virginia’s electric chair for a rape they never com-
mitted, in a state that has never executed a white man for that offense.
llut we want it to know, too, of the eight Negro prisonés who were shot
down and murdered on July 11, 1947 at Brunswick, Georgia, because they
refused to work in a snake-infested swamp without boots.

We shall inform the Assembly of the Trenten Six, of Paul Washington,
the Daniels cousins, Jerry Newsom, Wesley Robert Wells, of Rosalee
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Ingram, of John Derrick, of Lieutenant Gilbert, of the Columbia, Tem iuser was not armed. The patrolman received no punishment.

nessee destruction, the Freeport slaughter, the Monroe killings — alf (iiaries FrerchEr, also of Philadelphia, was shot and killed on Nov-
important cases in which Negroes have been framed on capital charg@limlier 16, 1947 by Patrolman Manus McGettingan who claimed he killed
or have actually been killed. But we want it also to know of the typiclllhim after receiving a call about a prowler. Fletcher, who had no police
and less known—of William Brown, Louisiana farmer, shot in the badlficord, had worked for ten years at the Exide Battery Company.

and killed when he was out hunting on July 19, 1947 by a white ganmlf Ciaries Curry, 23, was slain by Patrolman Nolan O. Ray in Dallas,
warden who casually announced his unprovoked crime by saying, “I jullf lixas, on December 17, 1947 on a bus. Ray, in civilian clothes, had
shot a n—r. Let his folks know.” The game warden, one Charles Veilluilered a Negro sitting beside him to move. The Negro passengers com-
trill, was not even charged with the crime. liined and Ray jumped to his feet, drew his revolver, and ordered all
eyroes “to take their hands out of their pockets.” When Curry did not
winply swiftly enough, Ray shot and killed him. Ray was dismissed from
ihe force and indicted for murder.

GikorcE TrHomas, Negro youth, was shot and killed by a Kosciusko,
Mississippi patrolman who claimed Thomas tried to escape after being
Luicsted on February 2, 1948.
| A Negro prisoner, on May 23, 1948 in Augusta, Georgia, was beaten
M death by a prison guard when he refused to work in a snake-infested

Henry GILBERT, 42, was beaten to death in the Harris County, Georgiliflitch.
jail in May, 1947. That was in the South. A oy Cyrin Brooks, of Gretna, Louisiana, was shot and killed on Febru-

But in the north, Bevery Les, 13, was shot and killed in Detroiffiiy 27, 1948, by Patrolman Alvin Bladsacker. Brooks was a prominent
Michigan on October 12, 1947 by Patrolman Louis Begin. Mrs. Frandlfiiule unionist. He was involved in an argument with a bus driver when
Vonbatten, of 1839 Pine Street, Detroit, testified she saw Lee and anothelfiililsacker pulled him off the bus and killed him.
boy walking down the street when Begin’s squad car approached. § | |amEes Toriver, 40, of Little Rock, Arkansas, was beaten to death in
heard an officer say “Stop, you little son-of-a-bitch,” and then she heard @l'thruary of 1948 by Patrolman Blaylock. Tolliver was trying to help a
shot. The officer was cleared by Coroner Lloyd K. Babcock. Sliinken woman when Blaylock came up behind him and struck him on

Rovano T. Prick, 20-year-old war veteran, was shot and killed ifffle head. He died almost instantly.

Rochester, New York, by six patrolmen who fired twenty-five bulletf} Joun Jounson, 50, was slain by Birmingham, Alabama, police who
into his body just after he had viewed the Bill of Rights and the Declar@lfliimed he was resisting arrest on March 29, 1948.

tion of Independence on the “Freedom Train.” He went into a restaurantl Aina SHaw, 42, was slain by Birmingham police on April 19, 1948
where he complained he had been short changed. Patrolman Williami§#ho claimed she was resisting arrest.

Hamill was called, drew his gun, forced Price outside, where he wall Marion Frankriy NobLE, 19, was slain by Birmingham police on April
joined by five other officers. All began shooting. All were cleared. . 1948 who said he resisted arrest.

Verste Jornson, 35, a saw mill worker of Prentiss, Mississippi, was shalf WiLLiE Jounson was shot to death, on May 3, 1949, by two Brunswick,
to death in August, 1947 after he fled when a white woman raised the cn itorgia policemen who claimed that “he was looking at a house sus-
of rape. Three white officers, members of a posse that tracked ]ohnsq‘ wiously.” Johnson, 58, had been a resident of Brunswick for fourteen
down, were arrested and charged with manslaughter. They were exonefiirs, was a county employee and a deacon of St. Paul’s Baptist Church.
ated. ltosert J. Evans, 86 years old, a patriarch of Norfolk, Virginia was shot

Ravyorp Couser was shot and killed by Patrolman Frank Cacurro ofpii! seriously wounded on December 12, 1950 by Patrolman E. M. Mor-
Montrose Street in Philadelphia, on November 16, 1047. Eyewitness i who said the old man assaulted him.
said they saw the patrolman with drawn revolver stalking Couser as h@] ’Anny Bryant, 37, of Convington, Louisiana, was shot and killed in
walked down the street, Couser apparently unaware that he was being ' lober of 1948 by Policeman Kinsie Jenkins after Bryant refused to
followed. The patrolman said he thought Couser was armed and had§tmove his hat in the presence of whites.
been called to the vicinity because of a quarrel in the Couser homell !ltrvan Graseer, 30, was shot and killed in Bryan County, Georgia,

Typical Cases

We cite some typical cases from the voluminous evidence. Each repr
sents a part of the pattern of genocide. This pattern repeats itself througli
out the nation, south and north, rural and urban. It is a pattern of god
ernment-directed and sanctioned genocide. The following are typical
police killings:
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during the week of January 2, 1949 by Corporal Dee E. Watson, Geor
State Trooper. Glasper had been arrested on suspicion of stealing a hi

Sheriff E. W. Miles said that the shooting was “an accident.”
Cuaries Puirer was shot in the back and killed in the home of
stepmother in the Bronx, New York City, by Patrolman Eugene Stas
on January 16, 1949. The patrolman claimed that he shot Phifer—in
back—in “self defense.”
Georce WabpeLL was shot in the back and slain in his Brooklyn,

York home by Brooklyn police on February 18, 1949. Police entered

home without a warrant and with no offense charged against Wadd
They claimed they were looking for a gambling game when they for
entry into Waddell’s home. No evidence of gambling was found.

Ixe Crawrorp, 20-year-old prisoner in the Richmond County, Geot|
jail was beaten to death on June 5, 1948 by Guards David L. Turf
Horace Wingard and Alvin Jones. The men were indicted for “pril

brutality.” A coroner’s jury, however, reported that Crawford died @
“liver disease.”

Other Race Murders

Not all murders or assaults are by police. Some result from segregati

from living in fire traps, or from denying badly injured Negroes e
into hospitals because of their color. Others result from the constant ¢
laration and determination of white supremacists that Negroes have
rights that a white man is bound to respect. The following cases
typical:

Mr. anp Mgrs. O’Day Suorr and their two little girls were bun

to death two days before Christmas, 1945, in a fire of incendiary ori

set by persons who did not want them to move into a “white” neight
hood in Fontana, California. They had received threatening notes
the police informed them they were “out of bounds.” While the fan
was away, the house was sprayed with an inflammable chemical. W,
a match was lighted upon the family’s return, there was an explos
and all four were fatally burned.

Three Negro children, Rusy NerL Harris, 4, Mary Burnsipg, 8, |

2
Frankie TraurMman, 12, of Kosciusko, Mississippi were slain on Jant

8, 1950 by three white men, Leon Turner, Malcom White and Win

Whitt, who also raped PauLiNe THurRMAN, 17, and shot Tromas Haj
father and stepfather of the children. Harris died of his wounds. Tur
and Windel Whitt received life sentences. Malcolm White was sente
to ten years imprisonment.

MarrHEw AvVERY, 24, student at North Carolina A & T College d

after an auto accident on December 8, 1950 when he was refused ad
tance to Duke Hospital at Durham. He died on hour later.
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l.uroy FoLey died in Breckinridge County Hospital, Hardinsburg, Ken-
cky in August, 1950, after he and two other Negroes lay on the floor
thiee hours, refused medical attention for injuries in an automobile acci-
dint. Betty Graves, a nurse in the hospital, said they were refused treat-
ment “because we don’t have facilities for colored people.” A Negro
snbulance service was called to transport the men out of the hospital. It
Wis seventy miles away and did not arrive for three hours. Jesse Law-
Itice, its driver, said, “the blood had not even been wiped from their
faces.”

Jussie Jerrerson, of Jackson, Georgia, was slain on his farm on June 12,
148 by two men who accused him of not moving his wagon over to the
thiht quickly enough when they wanted to pass him.

I'vuis Hupsown, 50, of Nacogdoches, Texas, was shot and killed by a
I exas constable, one Heppenstead, who had beaten and imprisoned Hud-
win's son during the week of March 21, 1048 because the boy did not
wlidress him as “sir.” The elder Hudson was killed when he came to court
I arrange bail for his son.

IHosea W. ALLen, of Tampa, Florida was shot and killed on September
i, 1048 when he asked to be served a bottle of beer. Victor Pinella, the
poprietor of the tavern, explained that he killed Allen because he did not
permit Negro customers. He was freed.

lsatann Nixon, 28-year-old war veteran, was shot and killed in the
piesence of his wife and children on September 6, 1948 after he had voted
i that day’s primary election in Montgomery County, Georgia. A jury
lived M. L. Johnson, the killer.

WiLLie PaLmer, was shot five times and critically wounded by J. C.
Nindford on June 24, 1950, because he sat in the white section of a
itaurant operated at the Knox Glass Company in Jackson, Mississippi.
Wheriff Troy Mashburn said the shooting was in “self defense.”

Ronert MaLLaRD, 37-year-old Negro salesman, was shot and killed in
lyons, Georgia, on the night of November 20, 1948, after he had led a
rumpaign defending the right of Negroes to vote. His car was stopped and
snbushed by three cars set up as a road block. He was killed in the
wesence of his wife, Mrs. Amy Mallard, his child, and two cousins. Mal-
Al had been warned not to vote in the Democratic primary election.

Oris Newsom, of Wilson, North Carolina, 25-year-old war veteran and
ihe father of three children, was shot and killed during the week of April
1 1948 by N. C. Strickland, gas station operator. Strickland killed New-
win after the Negro asked that he service his car with brake fluid he had
jisl purchased.

Itor NarHaN Roserts, 23-year-old war veteran, was shot and killed in ®
“ardis, Georgia, when he failed to say “yes sir,” to a white man in May
ul 1947. A student at Temple University, Philadelphia, on the GI Bill of
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Rights, Roberts was visiting relatives when he was killed. No one #
tried for the murder.

WiLLie Prrrman, a taxi driver, was found slain and mutilated ¢
May 28, 1947 on a country road near Rocky Mount, North Carolina. H
legs and arms had been cut off, his body split open, and his head smashg

Hosea Carter, of Sandy Hook, Mississippi, was found dead on May¥
1948 of a shotgun blast in the chest. Deputy Sheriff T. W, White sil
Carter had been killed by a white man “whose name I don’t remembe
He added, however, that the murderer had done “what any decent w
man would luve done,” because the white man had found Carter wryil
to enter 4 home.

Mrs, May Noves, 22-year-old pregnant mother of three children wil
shot and killed on May 4, 1947 by a white man, Albert Huey, at Canl
Hill, Alabama. Huey was running amuck shooting up the Negro cofl
munity after an argument with a Negro war veteran, when he accosf
Mrs. Noyes and shot her in the hip. She slumped to the street. Huf
kicked her, shouting “Get up!™ She staggered to her feet and started i}
run but Huey shot her in the back. She crawled on to the porch of
white woman, Mrs. Enory Reeves, where she died. Huey was relea
on $1000 bail and no charges were ever placed against him.

Crarces Smita was slain by Marvin Matthews and Wyatt Adams |
November 23, 1947 while they were terrorizing the Negro community §
Lillington, North Carolina. At the same time they shot and wound#§
Daniel Lee Brasford and attacked four other Negroes. A Harnett Coul ]i
jury freed the men after deliberating twenty-seven minutes. ‘

WesLey Trowmas, 51, a Negro woedchopper, was shot in the back ap
killed by W. D. Thompson, 21-year-old white, on June 30, in Louisiail
Thomas had engaged in an argument that morning with a white far n;
from whom he was asking back pay for work performed. A posse d
looking for him when Thompson found him and shot him as he wil
running towards his house. “He tried to run into the house and T I}
him have it,” Thompson said—and was exonerated on the grounds thi
there were weapons in the house towards which Thomas was running.

Evrmore BoLing, 30, was shot and killed in December, 1947, in Low
desboro, Alabama. Clark Luckie, a white man who claimed that
Negro had insulted his wife over the telephone, was arrested for th
murder but was later released.

cell on May 30, 1949 by two white men, according to Sheriff Geor§
Hatcher, who said they picked up the jail door keys from his desk. Hi

Dr. M. A. Sanra Cruz, prominent Negro dentist of Pulaski, Virgin
was beaten to death on February 6, 1951 by two white hoodlums wi

THE OPENING STATEMENT 15

were molesting two Negro girls. He was killed when he attempted to
protect them,

Morris Scort was slain during the week of October 7, 1950 in Linden,
Alabama, by William R. Welch and George Baker. Welch admitted
firing the shotgun blast that killed Scott. County Sheriff T. Wilmer
Shields declined to disclose a motive for the killing.

Perhaps this fragmentary list may serve to indicate the extent of mass
murder on the basis of “race.” Each slaying to no small degree terrifies
tntire Negro communities. For that is its purpose. It is not uncommon
lor the inhabitants of svch communities to spend days and nights hiding
in the woods and swamps after a slaying. These crimes are not uncon-
nected with the Negro’s fight for the right to vote, as guaranteed him by
the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments to the Constitution of the
United States. If a Negro has no right to life, he clearly has no right
to vate. If a Negro may die for asking for a bottle of beer, something
similar may happen if he asks for a raise or back pay or tries to organize
into trade unions or go on strike. In the South the Negro’s fight for the
ballot is the central issue. Around it revolve most of the incitements to
penocide and virtually all of the widespread terrorist activity of the
Ku Klux Klan.

[ncitement to Genocide

Incitement takes many forms but the common denominator of every
lorm is the openly avowed determination that the Negro shall not have
the rights guaranteed him under the Constitution of the United States,
the United Nations Charter and the Genocide Convention, Thus, James
I'. Byrnes, Governor of South Carolina, former justice of the Supreme
Court of the United States, former Secretary of State, former Senator,
recently declared that South Carolina would abolish the state’s school
swstem rather than abolish segregation in the schools. Openly flouting
the basic law of the United States and the United Nations, he not only
incited to genocide but reinforced a system which trains thousands of
thildren in white supremacy, guaranteeing genocide and its protagonists
i the future. When in another recent statement, the former Secretary
ol State—so solicitous while in that office for free elections everywhere
uve in his home—declared that South Carolina would “find a way” to
ietain its white primary elections, he incited genocide against any
American Negro who tried to avail himsélf of his legal right to vote in
South Carolina. That this is not rhetoric will be proven by numerous
instances of Negroes killed or assaulted when they attempted to vote
[ter white citizens had been incited to murder and other violence against
the Negro people by such statements as those of Byrnes.
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We shall prove, moreover, that such incitements by high government
officials are the rule rather than the exception in many parts of the South,
We shall show Governor Herman Talmadge of the State of Georgia incit-
ing genocide over the radio on October 22, 1949 when he said, speaking of
Negro efforts to enforce the Constitution, “We will fight them in the

counties and the cities. . . . We intend to fight hand to hand with all
our weapons, and we will never submit to one inch of encroachment

on our traditional pattern of segregation.” We shall show numerous
other such instances on the part of Governor Talmadge and other officials

of the State of Georgia, submitting in the Appendix a detailed case history
revealing how genocide is used in Georgia to deprive American Negroes
of their right to vote. The Georgia case history is typical of the record |

of such violence throughout the South.
We shall submit for your attention incitements to genocide, some-

times delicately phrased but always unmistakable in their meaning and’
tragic in their result, by former Governor J. Strom Thurmond of South &
Carolina, Governor Fielding M. Wright of Mississippi, and former Gov- ¢
ernor Dixon of Alabama. We shall show how these officials and others

formed a conspiracy in 1948 to deprive the Negro people of their vote

through violence. Its guise was a political party, the so<called States Rights'

or Dixiecrat movement. Its successful purpose was the liquidation of
President Truman’s demagogic appeal for civil rights. We shall submit
excerpts from the official speakers’ handbook of the States Rights move-
ment, approved by Governors Thurmond, Wright and Dixon and punctu-

ated throughout with incitements to violence. Typical of the incitements:

is that on page 52 which reads:

“In many countries throughout the South a few thousand whites operate
farms, business and industry and furnish employment to hundreds of thou-
sands of negroes. If these negroes voted and elected their kind of officialg,
which would happen if they voted, there would not be a business or industry

operating in the county 12 months after they took over—unless violence was |

resorted io for the protection of business and industry and farming against
the improvident acts of incompetent and corrupt administration. Certainly

no right thinking American wants to wreck any section of our country.” ¥

(Tralics ours.)

Not even the highest tribunals of the American state, the Senate and

the House of Representatives, are exempt, as we shall show, from these
incitements to genocide. For example, in June of 1948 Senator Allen J.
Ellender of Louisiana, told the .Senate of the United States: “The more
freedom and the more privilege a Negro is given, the more he will abuse
that privilege. He will run wild and do violence to the society in which
he moves.” It is manifest, we submit, that after hearing Senator Ellender
some white Americans might think it their duty to prevent Negroes from
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toing “violence to the society” in which they move by seeing to it that
they do not get “more freedom” and “more privilege.”

By means of this spurious rationale, genocide is made into civic virtue.
To view such expressions as philosophic abstractions or political huckster-
ing is to ignore the violence and death that are the daily fare of the Negro
people as a direct result. Senator Walter F. George of Georgia, wrote in
a moment of candor in 1936: “Why apologize or evade? We have been
very careful to obey the letter of the Federal Constitution—but we have
been very diligent and astute in violating the spirit of such amendments
and statutes as would lead the Negro to believe himself the equal of
the white man. And we shall continue to conduct ourselves i that way.”

Klan Terror

With statesmen justifying genocide, it remains for others in the scores
of vigilante organizations that dot the South, chartered and encouraged,
as we shall show, by the various states, to carry out the crime more
specifically, Great inflammatory anti-Negro meetings in which thousands
ol robed members participate are common throughout the South par-
ticularly during election years. A Reverend Harrison, known as the
“Railroad Evangelist,” told a meeting of the Atlanta Ku Klux Klan, for
ecxample, on November 1, 1948, “In God’s sight it is no sin to kill a
n——r, for a n——r is no more than a dog.” At the same meeting, accord-
Ing to witnesses, one “Itchy-Trigger-Finger” Nash, an Atlanta patrolman
to whom the Klan had given an award for killing more Negroes than any
of his colleagues, expressed the hope that he would “not have to kill all
the Negroes in the South by myself. I want some help from my brother
Klansmen.”

Typical of the membership oaths of these vigilante organizations is
that of the United Sons of Dixie, which was incorporated in Tennessee,
on December 28, 1943 and operated as a wartime front organization for
the Ku Klux Klan. The oath included: “Will you fight to make the U.S.A.
1 white man’s country? These United States of America must, and shall
he, a white man’s country for white people, the master race. We mmust
keep it that way. . ..” At one peint in a ceremony for new merhbers,
iccording to a report filed with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the
president of the United Sons of Dixie said, “We want 15,000,000 members
in the United States, and every one of them with a good gun and plenty
ol ammunitien. Eventually we must eliminate the Negroes from this
country.”

Typical, too, of speeches heard on many street corners in Southern
tities, was that of Homer Loomis, Jr., leader of the Columbians, a racist
vigilante organization chartered by the state of Georgia, on the corner
ol Stovall Street and Flatshoals Avenue, Atlanta, Georgia, on October 1,
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1946. “We don’t want anybody to join,” he said, “who’s not ready to get
out and kill n——rs and Jews.” Two days later at a meeting of the Colum-
bians at 1984 Whitehall Street, Atlanta, Loomis said, “There is no end
to what we can do through the ballot. If we want to bury all n——rs in
the sand, if we will organize white Gentiles politically to combat the Jew
and n——r blocs, we can pass laws enabling us to bury all n——rs in the
sand.” During the same year, Loomis told the Imperial Kloncilium of the
Ku Klux Klan, East Point Klavern, Georgia, “We propose that all
n——rs in America be shipped back to Africa with time-bombs on board
the ship as an economy measure.”

Other racist terrorist organizations include, as we shall show, the Amer-
ican Gentile Army, sometimes called the Commoner Party, and J]. B.
Stoner’s Anti-Jewish Party. But by far the largest is the Ku Klux Klan,
chartered in most of the Southern states as well as elsewhere. Its philoso-
phy, so reminiscent of Hitler’s, is exemplified by the statement of its
Imperial Wizard, Hiram W. Evans, writing in “Negro Suffrage—Its
False Theory”:

“The first essential to the success of any nation, and particulatly of any
democracy, is a national unity of mind. Its citizens must be One People
(Ein Volk). They must have common instincts and racial and national pur-
pose. . . . We should see in the negro race a race even more diverse from
ourselves than are the Chinese, with inferior intellect, inferior honesty, and
greatly inferior industry. . . . His racial inferiority . . . applies equally to all
alien races and justifies our attitude toward Chinese, Japanese, and Hindus. . . .
No amount of education can ever make a white man out of a man of any
other color. Tt is a law on this earth that races can never exist together in
complete peace and friendship and certainly never in a state of equality,”

Operating on this principle thousands of hooded, masked Klansmen,
robed in white, ride through the countryside, killing, flogging, shooting,
wrecking, pillaging. Their activities are winked at by what passes for
democratically elected legal authority, when not initiated by it. Police
officers themselves often participate in their activities. The target of their
organized terror is almost always the Negro people — although with
increasing frequency members of the Klan are hired to prevent the union-
ization of workers to keep wages down. The terror organized by the
Klan, with the cooperation as we shall prove, of the various states, is a
powerful mechanism in preventing almost two-thirds of those eligible to
vote under the law and the Constitution in seven Southern states from
actually voting. It is the major instrument of terror in preventing political
democracy in Southern United States, thus perpetuating in power, as we
shall show, a minority clique and the corporate interests they represent,
not only locally but also nationally in the Federal Congress.
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Mental Harm

Our evidence includes many instances of psychological terror and mas:
intimidation on the basis of “race” particularly as perpetrated by the Klan.
T'hese, we maintain, contravene that part of the Genocide Convention
lorbidding the causing of “serious mental harm to members of the group.”
Some indication of this terror is manifest in the following cases:

Cyclops Roper of the Georgia Ku Klux Klan reported on April 1, 1946
that he had conferred with gubernatorial candidate Eugene Talmadge on
ways and means of keeping Georgia Negroes from voting and that Tal-
madge had replied by writing the word “Pistols” on a scrap of paper.

In a radio address from Jackson, Mississippi, on June 22, 1946, Senator
Iheodore Bilbo of that State announced that he was a Klansman. He
called upon “every red-blooded American in Mississippi to resort to any
means at their command” to prevent Negroes from voting. After a good
deal of violence against those Negroes who tried to vote, Bilbo was
re-clected.

On March 2, 1948, 300 robed Klansmen at Wrightsville, Georgia,
paraded around the courthouse square and burned a cross there on elec-
tion eve. Said Dragon Green: “Whenever the Negro takes his place at the
side of the white man blood will flow in the streets of the South.”

On March 20, 1948, at Jeffersonville, Georgia, crosses were burned on
the courthouse lawn on Saturday and Sunday nights before the county
primary day. Small coffins labeled “KKK” were placed on the doorsteps
of those Negroes who it was thought might try to vote.

At Columbus, Georgia, KKK white supremacy leaflets were dropped
lrom an airplane over Negro districts just before the primary election.

On June 30, 1948 at Macon, Georgia, a cross was burned before the
home of Larkin Marshall, Negro Progressive Party candidate for the
United States Senate. He also received notes threatening him if he did
not withdraw his candidacy.

On July 23, 1948 at Stone Mountain, Georgia, three thousand robed
IKlansmen, convening in cars from all parts of Georgia.and fourteen other
states, inducted seven hundred new members under a 30-foot fiery cross.
IHerman Talmadge was extolled by Dragon Green as “the only man in
the gubernatorial race who believes in white supremacy.” Green again
predicted that blood would flow in the streets if Negroes were given
their Constitutional rights.

On August 9, 1948, on the eve of the Democratic primary at Columbia,
South Carolina, the Klan burned fiery crosses in front of a Negro church
where the mechanics of voting were being explained.

At Nashville, Tennessee, postal authorities on November 2, 1948 began
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an investigation of hundreds of threatening notes reccived by Negroes
and signed by the Klan warning them not to vote.
In Florida on November 3, 1948 a Klan motorcade burned fiery crosses
in Negro residential districts from Mount Dora to Miami.
A Klan procession, including fifty motor cars, paraded through the
streets of Brighton, Alabama, on December 22, 1948, to intimidate Negroes.
A similar demonstration for the benefit of the Negro people took place
on the same date in Bessemer, Alabama.
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Forty automobiles filled with hooded Klansmen warned the student
body of Talladega College in Alabama on January 17, 1949 not to particis
pate in the Alabama Students Conference on Civil Rights.

Mrs. J. M. Sweat, a Negro school teacher, received a threatening note
from the Ku Klux Klan on January 24, 1949 when she moved into a
white neighborhood in Richmond, Virginia. The note contained a bullet
and said, “You Are INot Smart,”

Police provided an escort for a Klan demonstration bearing an electri
cross and Klan flags in Tallahassee, Florida on January 27, 1949.
At Denmark, South Carolina on February g, 1949, 269 hooded Klans
men held an anti-Negro demonstration, parading through the rain, carry;
ing red flares.

Klan activities, and their mob counterparts, are not confined to
South. Organized anti-Negro violence, often under police protection, has
spread its pattern in the north.

At Union, New Jersev. on February 19, 1049, a fivefoot cross was
burned before a Negro school after a meeting protesting the death sen:
tence against the so-called Trenton Six Negroes.

At Peekskill, New York, on August 27, 1049 a cross was burned dur
ing the assault of veterans upon those attending a concert.

This psvchological and phvsical terror carried out bv the Ku Kluy
Klan and other organized eroups against the Negro people deters mil:
lions of them, as it is intended to, from voting or otherwise exercising
their rights under the Constitution of the United States and the Charter
of the United Nations. Under the weight of these calculated demonstra-
tions the Negro people, particularly in the South, live their lives in fear
of vinlence for allegedly overstepping one of the many prohibitions in the
extra-legal white supremacy code enforced by the Klan—which often
operates as a “state within a state.” If Negroes sometimes avoid physical
violence, thev never escape from “serious mental harm directed against
the group.” in violation of Article IT of the Genacide Convention.
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Denial of Right to Vote

If millions of Negroes are prevented froin voting through fear, thou-
snds are brave enough to attempt it and risk the fate of Robert Mallard,
Isaiah Nixzon, and Macio Snipes, tragic instances of Negroes killed in
(ieorgia for voting in accordance with their legal right under the Consti-
tution. Typical of the experiences suffered by Negro citizens in attempt-
Ing to vote were those testified to before a Senate Investigating Committee
inquiring into the election of Senator Theodore Bilbo of Mississippi in
1046. Despite such testimony as the following, the Senate Committee
riled that no terror had occurred during the election.

liroy FLETCHER, a veteran of the armed forces of the United Nations,
lestified that on June 12, 1946 when he attempted to register for voting at
lirandon, Mississippi, he was beaten and flogged with a heavy wire cable.
e was threatened with death, he said, if he made another attempt to
vole.

Ricuarp Danier, a veteran of the armed forces of the United States,
lestified that on July 2, 1946 at Gulfport, Mississippi, he was struck on the
head by two election officials when he attempted to register for voting
and then was arrested and beaten unconscious in his cell.

Dr. WiLLiam Benper, a minister from Touhaloo College, Touhaloo,
Mississippi, testified he had been kept from the polls on Election Day
by two white men who insulted him and another white man who met
him at the polls with a pistol.

Joserr ParHAM testified that the sheriff had told him on election day,
“You're too old to get in trouble” and that white men asked him, “What
kind of flowers do you want?”

Tue Revereno C. M. Erano, minister of Louisville, Mississippi, testi-
lied that two white men stopped him at the polls and told him they
didn’t want Negro soldiers (veterans) to vote and if they allowed him to
vote, the soldiers might vote, too.

J. D. Coruins, of Greenwood, Mississippi, testified that the Mayor of
Lircenwood and two other leading citizens had called on him and A. C.
Montgomery, giving them a list of Negro veterans and urging them to
visit them and tell them not to vote.

Witnesses testified before the Senate Committee that terror had kept
ull but 2500 of the state’s potential 500,000 Negro voters away from the
polls on Election Day. Mississippi’s tactics are common to other Southern
states where the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States are honored in the breach but not in the observ-
ince. Your petitioners venture the hope that this will not be the case
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with the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the- Crime
of Genocide adopted by the General Assembly.

The “Black Belt”

The primary locale of the genocide being practiced against the Ameri-
can Negro people, both historically and geographically, is the so-called
Black Belt of the southern United States, where some five million Negroes
live, a third of the Negro population of the United States. The Black Belt
forms a crescent through twelve southern states, from Virginia’s tides
water into North Carolina, South Carolina, lower and central Georgia
and Alabama, into Florida, engulfing Mississippi and the Louisiana delta
and wedging into eastern Texas and southeast Tennessee, with its western
anchor in southern Arkansas. Here the Negro population, historically a
majority, is larger than the total population of such countries as Switzer-
land or Norway.

Because this area was the core of chattel slavery, at least legally abol-
ished some eighty-six years past, and because it has the greatest concen-
tration of the plantation system of sharecropping and peonage, those rem-
nants of slavery, the Black Belt is the chief source of the racist contamina-
tion that has spread throughout the United States. Here the American
citizen who is a Negro is virtually without political or economic rights of
any kind. He is bound to the soil by a system of virtual peonage and un-

ending debt. He is paid for the most part, not in wages but by a portion

of the crop he raises. The constant threat of violence prevents him from
asking an accounting from the landlord when, as is often the case, at the
end of the season he is told no money is due him. Many black men have
been killed for demanding such an accounting.

Most sharecroppers work from dawn to dark for a living which verges
on starvation. Often these black Americans are not even able to quit or
move not only because of lack of money but because of ancient debtors’
laws which make it a crime to move while owing money, a condition that
is constant for sharecroppers forced to buy at extortionate prices on
credit in plantation steres. Much of the law of those states in the Black!
Belt, moreover, is directed towards guaranteeing an American peasantry
without political or human rights available to work the land without pay
sufficient for proper livelihood.

The Problem Agrarian in Origin

“The Negro question in the United States is agrarian in origin,” writes
Harry Haywood in his authoritative Negro Liberation.

“It involves the problem of a depressed peasantry living under a system of
sharecropping, riding boss supervision, debt slavery, chronic land hunger and
dependency—in short the plantation system, a relic of chattel slavery.
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"It presents the curious anomaly of a virtual serfdom in the very heart of
the most highly industrialized country in the world. Slave-whipping barbarism
It the center of ‘enlightened’ twentieth century capitalist culture—thar is the
vote of America’s race problem.”

The South’s plantation system, concealed by the United States census
through listing as “farms” those tracts operated by sharecroppers, is
hised on cotton as the chief money crop. In 1944 the crop, produced for
the world market in successful competition with the “coolie” labor of Egypt
ind India, brought one and a half billion dollars. The growing and mar-
lieting of this crop by the comparatively few large land-owners who domi-
wate this phase of American agriculture rests on large scale credits
ulvanced, in the last analysis, by the country’s largest banks. These banks
i turn are dominated by the Morgans, Rockefellers, du Ponts, Mellons
ind associated financial oligarchies who dominate the South not only
through command of credit for its chief money crop but through even
more intimate control of the chief industries of the South. Thus, they
profic not only from the exploitation of the sharecropper but from the
depressed industrial wages that result from this exploitation.

Arthur F. Raper, well known authority on the American South,
eclares that the Black Belt plantation system is an incubus weighing on

white workers as well as Negro and guaranteeing that industrial wages
remain low, He writes:

“The Black Belt sketches the section of the nation where the smallest pro-
portion of adults exercise the franchise and it defines the most solid part of
the Solid South. . . . Human relations in Atlanta, Birmingham, Montgomery,
Memphis, New Orleans and Dallas are determined largely by the attitudes of
the peaple of the Black Belt plantations from which many of their inhabitants,
white and Negro, came. The standard of living in these cities does not escape
the influence of this area of deterioration. No real relief can come to the
tepion so long as the planter, who wants dependent workers, can confound
the situation by setting the white worker over against the black worker, and
' long as the industrialist, who wants cheap labor, can achieve his end by
pitting urban labor against rural labor, There are literally millions of farm
liborers in the Black Belt who are eagerly waiting an opportunity to work for

wages even smaller than are now being paid textile and steel workers in
southern cities,”

Genocide for Profit

Thus ‘the foundation of this genocide of which we complain is eco-
nomic. It is genocide for profit. The intricate superstructure of “law and
order” and extra-legal terror enforces an oppression that guarantees profit.
T'his was true of that genocide, perhaps the most bloody ever perpetrated,
which for two hundred and fifty years enforced chattel slavery upon the
American Negro. Then as now it increased in bloodiness with the mili-
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tancy of the Negro people as they struggled to achieve democracy for
themselves. It was particularly bloody under slavery because the Negro®

dred and fifty years of chattel slavery in the United States.

The genocide that was American slavery, the killing of part of the
group so that the remainder could more readily be exploited for profity8
resulted in two wars. The first was the aggression against Mexico in
1846 seeking more territory for the expansion of slavery. The second was
the Nineteenth Century’s deadliest. war—the Civil War of the states. The
American Civil War (1861-1865) was a revolutionary war in which the
American people destroyed the slavocracy, that minority of slaveholders
who had controlled the country and its government for generations. In
the wake of this conflict, a rising industrialism, then the dominant and
most revolutionary current in American life, joined with four million
liberated slaves and the poor whites of the South to impose its democracy.
on the former slavocracy, giving the Negro the right to vote and to
participate in the South’s political life.

The War Amendments—T he Historical Background

It was during this progressive period, before industry had pyramided
into monopoly, and in an effort to complete the revolutionary struggle,
that the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments to the Constitution
were passed, to assure full and unimpeded rights of citizenship to the
Negroes. The Fourteenth Amendment was ratified on July 28, 1868,
the Fifteenth on March 30, 1870. If these constitutional safeguards were:
enforced, instead of being effectively abrogated by administrative and
legislative action and inaction—backed by perverse judicial decisions of
the United States Supreme Court—it is unlikely that this petition would
be necessary.

The Fourteenth Amendment provides . . . “No State shall make orH
enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of
citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of
life, liberty, or property without due process of law; nor deny to any
person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. . . .”

The Fifteenth Amendment asserts, “The right of citizens of the United
States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States,
or by any State, on account of race, color, or previous condition of servi-
tude.” It adds that “The Congress shall have power to enforce this
article by appropriate legislation.” The Federal Government’s chief legal
arm, the Department of Justice, holds that Congress has passed no
enabling legislation permitting it to move for the enforcement of these
laws, Theron Lamarr Caudle, Assistant Attorney General and head of its

B
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Criminal Division of the Department of Justice, explicitly declaring in
1946 that “the federal government is powerless.™

Reconstruction

For a short time the Federal Government under the Republican Party
jive force to these Amendments. Democracy flourished. A free public
ihool system was established for the first time in the South. Thousands
il Negroes joined with democratic white officials to govern and admin-
liter states, cities, and counties, serving as legislators, mayors, tax assessors,
members of school boards, and peace officers. Twenty-three Negroes
were elected by the Southern people to the United States Senate and
the House of Representatives, thirteen of them being former slaves. All
iemnants of slavery, all forms of segregation and discrimination were
uholished by laws which for a short time were enforced.

T'he Republican Party, however, then the nation’s dominant party and
the instrument of a Northern industry fast becoming trustified, deserted
the Negro people in 1876. They made a political “deal” with Southern
Democrats which made the Republican, Hayes, President in return for
jiving a free hand in the South to the former slaveholders. This politi-
il deal merely formalized the alliance of northern industry and South-
tin bourbons to put down the growing resistance of labor and the
lirmer to the grasping power and wealth of monopoly. Southern Bour-
hons were obviously safer allies for defending the status-guo than the
[rogressive Negro-white alliance in the South.

The Negro people fought back chiefly through the Populist parties that
upposed the Wall Street trusts through the eighties and nineties of the
st century. But their fight became more hopeless against the increased
jower of American monopoly. Terror was unleashed against them at
home—there were 1,955 recorded lynchings from 1889 through 1g01
iccording to the minimal count of Tuskegee Institute, Side by sidt:
went terror unleashed abroad, as American imperialism entered the
international arena by subjugating the Filipino, Puerto Rican and Cuban
proples and reduced many Latin-American countries to economic and
political vassalage.

The Growth of Terror

It was during this period of American imperialist adventure abroad
that most of the state laws segregating Negroes and illegally denying
them the vote were enacted in the Southern states. Disfranchisement laws
were pa‘ssed in Louisiana in 1898, in North Carolina and Alabama in
o1, Virginia, 1902, Georgia, 1908, Oklahoma, 1910. They but codified

1) An Appeal to the World, National Association f
bosle, T, o e e 1on for the Advancement of Colored
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what was taking place in life. They disfranchised poor whites as well af
Negroes, thus breaking the Populist movement. It was during thif}
period, too, in which Negroes still had a remnant of political powetl
that the spurious charge of rape was elevated into an institution, an extra
legal political instrument for terrorizing all Negroes, particularly thost
demanding their rights under the Constitution. With the charge of rapg
reaction sought to justify its bestiality and to divorce from the Negroe

those white allies who had helped to carry out the democratic practicef
of Reconstruction.

In November, 18¢8, during the Spanish-American War, Colonel AM
Wadell said in North Carolina, according to the Raleigh News &

Observer® that “we are resolved” to win the elections in Wilmingtony
North Carolina, “if we have to choke the current of Cape Fear with
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It is increasing partly because unpopular war requires a silencing of
lhe people, a breaking of their will for resistance. Increasing violence
iyninst the Negro people goes hand in hand with increased repression
hiroughout American life. The passive conformity found in American
universities, where any new or democratic idea is suspect, according to
e New York Times,’ is but a part of this larger pattern. Reaction knows
that liberty is indivisible; that a victory for the Negro people in their
light for freedom may well presage a victory for labor and the forces of
peace. Moreover, it feels that clamor against this baleful American
Wime, against genocide by the Government of the United States, is
lendurable when all iniquity is supposed to rest with the enemy.
Ihe very presence of the Negro people in the United States under the
‘usting circumstances is an indictment and an exposure that evokes
itred against them.

In addition, the great majority of Negroes are for peace, and peace
uilangers profits. George Bott, general counsel for the National Labor
liclations Board, has formally ruled that advocacy of peace by a worker
§ i cause for discharge. The venerable Dr. W, E. B. Du Bois, elder states-
man of the Negro people, man of letters and scholar of international

; sa g iinown, has been indicted by the Government of the United States for
they do today, the San Francisco Argonaut said: “We do not want the ’ ;) g . wr
oot w3 : . lix advocacy of peace. Such advocacy, it is charged, makes him a “foreign
Filipinos. We want the Philippines. The islands are enormously ric | o :
5 o .l ent.” Paul Robeson, a spokesman for the American Negro people who
but, unfortunately they are infested by Filipinos. There are many mill} ', :

> o ; o . % 1 lnown and honered the world around, has been denied a passport for

lions there and it is to be feared their extinction will be slow.”™ In the ol shemnd B h I sl B His voi
fncandl S, el e yoen Bemates Tilimsaf Bl Bl 2| livel abroad because he speaks uncompromisingly for peace. His voice,
i;mg ve fa?h United St ty S d Od ?‘l\lﬂf MI: H}’la O, endangers the profits from war. All these factors combine to make the

e floor : , ; ; : ; :

DS e e SERRES DENQIE MG, APRGMERAL s Took fhe oo Nepro people in the United States the increasing target of reaction’s
ernment away. We stuffed ballot boxes, We shot Negroes! We are nal
oniad | irnocidal fUl‘y.
ashamed of it!

force against the Negro-white administration of Wilmington, slaughtered’

scores, and announced himself the new mayor. The Government gay
silent assent.

In 1900, when both men and newspapers spoke less circuitously thaf

The End of Genocide Means Peace

I'his genocide of which vour petitioners complain serves now, as it
lis in previous forms in the past, specific political and economic aims.
Hice its goal was the subjugation of American Negroes for the profits of
Auttel slavery. Now its aim is the splitting and emasculation of mass

Genocide and War

Thus there is ample historical precedent for genocidal crime increasing
against the Negro people in time of war or threat of war as it is noW
increasing and has been since 1945. As Senator Edwin C. Johnsof

remarked on May 17, 1951 in the United States Senate, calling for an enfl} siivements for peace and democracy, so that reaction may perpetuate its
of the Korean war, that conflict is “a breeder of bitter racial hatred, I

wntrol and continue receiving the highest profits in the entire history of
Murder on the basis of race by police and courts, as in the typical casghfiiin. That purpose menaces the peace of the world as well as the life and
of the innocent Willie McGee in Mississippi and the Martinsville Sevefll #¢lfare of the Negro people whose condition violates every aspect of the
in Virginia, has long since become so frequent and widespread as to .‘i tnited Nation’s stated goal—the preservation “of peaceful and friendly
stitute an American phenomenon. Now it is increasing. wlitions among nations” by the promotion of “respect for human rights
il fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race. . ..”
Our case is strong because it is true. As it cannot be effectively denied
it mortal dies, so it cannot be convincingly said that Negroes in the
I !liited States are not persecuted, segregated, assaulted and killed, day

2) American Imperialism and White Chauvinism, Herbert Aptheker, Jewish Life, Ne
York, July 1950, p. 24.

3) lbid, p. 24.
4) 15id, p. 24.
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in and day out, on the basis of race and in such numbers as to make th
oppression an American institution. Therefore, we solemnly ask d
General Assembly to condemn this genocide on the score that it is &
only an international crime in violation of the United Nations Chat
and the Genocide Convention but that it is a threat to the peace of
world.

The end of genocide against the Negro people of the United Sta
will mean returning this country to its people. It will mean a new grow
of popular democracy and the forces of peace. It will mean an end to |
threat of atomic war. It will mean peace for the world and all mankin}

PART 11

The Law
and the Indictment

Why the Genocide Convention was passed, its provisions
as an extension of the Charter of the United Nations, its rela-
tion to American law, our right of petition, the duty of the
General Assembly to hear our complaint, precedents for hear-
ing it, and the indictment of the Government of the United
States of America for the crime of genocide against the Negro
people of the United States.




The Law and the Indictment

Siockep by the Nazis’ barbaric murder of millions of Jews and millions
ol Poles, Russians, Czechs and other nationals on the sole basis of “race”
under Hitler’s law—just as Negroes are murdered on the basis of “race”
in the United States under Mississippi, Virginia and Georgia law—the
(ieneral Assembly of the United Nations adopted the Genocide Conven-
tion on December g, 1948.

Why the Genocide Convention Was Passed

The Convention, to a marked degree, is a result of the Nuremberg
trials of the Nazi war criminals at the conclusion of World War II. The
trial, according to Supreme Court Justice Robert H. Jackson of the United
States, then a special prosecutor of the Nazi criminals, indicated that
domestic genocide in time of peace has an inevitable tendency to the
preater genocide of war. Indeed he declared in his opening statement
that the first was preparation for the latter. This domestic genocide,
Mr. Jackson asserted, was the foundation of predatory war and the prel-
ude to the larger genocide that followed against the nationals of other
countries, a genocide seeking the political and economic control of
llurope, if not the world, as the previous domestic genocide had secured
it in Germany.

As Justice Jackson said in his opening statement at the Nuremberg trial:

“How a government treats its own inhabitants generally is thought to be
no concern of other governments or of international society. Certainly few
uppressions or cruelties would warrant the intervention of foreign powers,
jut the German mistreatment of Germans is now known to pass in magni-
inde and savagery any limits of what is tolerable by modern civilization,
Other nations by silence would take a consenting part in such crimes. These
Nazi persecutions, moreover, take character as international crimes because
of the purpose for which they were undertaken. If aggressive warfare in vie-
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lation of treaty obligations is a matter of international cognizance, the preps
aration for it must also be of concern to the international community. Terror
ism was the chief instrument for securing the cohesion of the German peo
ple in war purposes.” (Italics ours.)

The relation between domestic genocide and international war caused
progressive world opinion to favor the drafting and passage of the Geng
cide Convention. Genocide became an international crime because it
was an international danger. “How a government treats its own inhabis
tants” must be of world concern when that treatment includes a wa
breeding genocide that may engulf the world.

The Nuremberg trial punished affer the crime and after war had been
precipitated by its perpetrators. But the Genocide Convention looks
toward preventing war through preventing and punishing the crime of
genocide in time of peace before war occurs. It declares (Article 1) thaf
“The contracting parties confirm that genocide, whether committed in
time of peace or in time of war, is a crime under international law which®
they undertake to prevent and punish.” It may be relevant to note
that this American genocide of which your petitioners complain, also sur
passes “in magnitude and savagery any limits of what is tolerable by
modern civilization,” in Justice Jackson’s words. And above all it, --~_‘
is being used in part as an instrument “for securing the cohesion” of the
people of the United States “in war purposes.” We are confronted by a
“deadly parallel.”

Aspects of the Convention

It is sometimes incorrectly thought that the definition of genocide i§
the complete and utter extinction by force and violence of a people of
group. Article IT of the Genocide Convention, however, defines the
crime as meaning

“any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in.
part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group as such:

(a) Killing members of the group;
(b} Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;
(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to

bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part;
(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the groupy
(¢) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.”

Article 11T of the Convention provides that “The following acts shall
be punishable:
(a) Genocide;
(b) Conspiracy to commit genocide;
(c) Direct and public incitement to commit genocide;

(d) Attempt to commit genocide;
(e) Complicity in genocide.”
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The Genocide Convention differs from other international proclama-
tions such as the Declaration of Human Rights. It is more than a state-
ment of moral principle. It is law, international law, setting out specific
trimes and specific punishments. It has all the status of solemn treaty.
It takes its place beside such international prohibitions as those forbid-
ding and punishing piracy and slavery. As such it focuses attention on
ihe criminal. Under its terms persons committing genocide or attempting
1o commit genocide shall be punished “whether they are constitutionally
tesponsible rulers, public officials, or private individuals.” (Article IV.)

The contracting parties under Article V undertake to provide effec-
live domestic penalties for persons guilty of genocide, while Articles VII,
VIII and IX provide measures for international cooperation and control.
Under the Convention the nations of the civilized world recognize and
uccept their responsibility to take individual and collective action against
jenocide “in order to liberate mankind from such an odious scourge.”
(Preamble.) In addition the Convention provides for the future creation
ol a world criminal court having jurisdiction over genocide. (Article VI.)

Thus the essence of the Convention is recognition of the principle that
the prevention and punishment of genocide requires international en-
forcement. It is designed to insure international liability where the state
tesponsibility has not been properly discharged. It therefore applies to
the existing situation in the United States. For the daily acts of genocide
committed against the American Negro people are so numerous and
of such long standing, embedded in the law and often perpetrated by
sich organs of state government as the police and courts, that they could
not take place without the positive or negative sanction of the several
sates and the Government of the United States of America. White
supremacy has been voiced as a state philosophy by government officials,
I'edleral, state and city, and in order to effectuate that policy city, state and
lederal governments have sanctioned “direct and public incitement to
commit genocide” and “conspiracy to commit genocide” (Article III),
outlawed as national and international crimes “contrary to the spirit and
tims of the United Nations and condemned by the civilized world.”
(Preamble to Convention.)

The Convention and the Charter

‘The Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
(ienocide, the requisite twenty states having ratified it in accordance with
Article XIII, entered into force on January 14, 1951. It is binding on all
\s signatories, which include the United States of America.

The Genocide Convention, we submit, is clearly an extension and im-
plementation of the Charter of the United Nations. Its obvious intent is
to give force and effect to the Charter’s numerous pronouncements that
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the purpose of the United Nations is to contribute to “peaceful and
friendly relations among nations” by promoting “respect for huma

rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race,

sex, language or religion.” Seven separate articles of the United Nations
Charter deal with “respect for human rights” and “fundamental frees
doms for all without distinction as to race. . . .”

The Genocide Convention thus provides for the enforcement of the

very heart of the United Nations Charter. Failure to enforce the Genos
cide Convention would not only reduce the Convention to idle verbiage
but would similarly transform the Charter. It is apparent that unlesy
those provisions of the Genocide Convention forbidding “killing mem
bers of the group,” “causing serious bodily and mental harm to members

of the group,” etc., are enforced there can be no reality to such salient
articles of the Charter as the following:

ARTICLE 1
The purposes of the United Nations are . .
3. . . . to achieve international cooperation in solving international prob

lems of an economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian character, and in pro-
moting and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental free.
doms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion. (59 Stat,

1037)
ARTICLE 13

. The General Assembly shall initiate studies and make recommendations
for the purpose of . . .

b. . . . assisting in the realization of human rights and fundamental frcc-..!
doms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion. (59 Stat.

1039) r
ARTICLE 55

With a view to the creation of conditions of stability and well-being which
are necessary for the peaceful and friendly relations among nations based on
respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples,
the United Nations shall promote. . . .

¢. Universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental
freedom for all, without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion. (59
Stat. 1045-46)

ARTICLE 56

All Members pledge themselves to take joint and separate action in coops
eration with the Organization for the achievement of the purposes set forth

in Article 55. (59 Stat. 1046)

ArTicLE 62
2. Tt (the Economic and Social Council) may make recommendations for

the purpose of promoting respect for, and observance of, human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all. (50 Stat. 1046) |

1
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ARrTICLE 68

The Economic and Social Council shall set up commissions in economic
and social fields for the promotion of human rights, and such other commis-
ion as may be required for the performance of its functions. (59 Stat. 1047)

ArTICLE 56

The basic objectives of the trusteeship system in accordance with the Pur-
funes of the United Nations laid down in Article 1 of the present Charter
thall be . . .

¢. To encourage respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms
[or all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion, and to encout-
ape recognition of the interdependence of the peoples of the world. (59 Stat.
1049)

It is obviously the duty of member states of the United Nations to
tirry out these provisions of the Charter. If the Government of the
United States of America did so there would be no necessity for this
petition. The genocide practiced against the petitioners and the Negro
people of the United States stems from a direct failure on the part of
the United States to enférce its obligations under the Charter. We com-
plain, therefore, not only of the violation of the Genocide Convention
Wy the United States but also of its refusal to perform its solemn obliga-
lions under the Charter of the United Nations.

That genocide violated the Unijted Nations Charter was admitted by
Dean Rusk, Assistant Secretary of State of the United States, in testify-
iy before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. He said:

“Senator Pepper, | think it would be true not only that genocide would be
i violation of the specific convention but these acts defined as genocide, if

committed by governments, would be violations of their obligations to the
United Nations.™

The Genocide Convention does not change the Charter, but strengthens
it by reducing general proclamations to the status of specific law. Even if
the Genocide Convention had not been ratified by twenty member states
in accordance with Article XIII, this petition complaining of genocide
tommitted against the Negro people of the United States could be sus-
luined under the provisions of the Charter.

The Charter Supersedes Conflicting United States Law

The refusal of the United States to carry out the provisions of the
Charter of the United Nations is not only an international offense but
ilso a violation of a cardinal principle of United States law. For the
Charter, having been signed by the United States and ratified by its
benate, becomes the supreme law of the land, its provisions against segre-

1) Hearings on Genocide Convention p. 1.
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gation and discrimination superseding and voiding every state law in ca
flict with them, In a recent case (Fujii v. California, g7 A.C.A. 154)y
native of Asia challenged the California law which bars Asians from owl
ing land. The court held that the law of the Charter of the United Natiof
superseded the law of California when the latter was in conflict with ¢
former.

This position of the court is in accordance with the fundamental pril
ciples of the United States law. The Charter, because it was ratified by tl
Senate and has the status of treaty, is, according to the Constitution of tl
United States, “the supreme law of the land and the judges in every St
shall be bound thereby, anything in the Constitution or laws of any Stalj
notwithstanding.” (Article VI, Section 2.)

The supremacy of treaties over state laws has in fact been the law ¢
the United States since 1796 and the decision in the case of Ware v. Hil
ton which held that, “It is within the power of the Federal Governmel
by treaty to remove from state control any matter which has become
subject of negotiations.”

Yet the Government of the United States, despite its avowed adherent
to the Charter of the United Nations, despite international law and its ol
law, has failed to insist on the supremacy of the principles of the Chartef
It has taken no action to void the many racist anti-Negro laws of i
several states. It has done nothing to negate “white supremacy” by law 4
executive and judicial action. '

It has imposed no domestic penalties for violation of the Genocide Cofl
vention, although as a signatory it is clearly required to do so by dhi
terms of Article V.

The obligation to implement the Convention is absolute and in no wi
dependent upon ratification. Having been ratified by twenty membgf
states as provided for, the Convention has become binding on all membg
states. The obligations stem from the undertaking as a contracting party
But the Government of the United States has wilfully failed to pass such
legislation. Enforcement at the level which the Convention looked to fol.
control is non-existent in the United States. Indeed there has been :
attempt at either state or federal enforcement.

Moreover, if the Charter and the Genocide Convention which imple
ments the Charter, supersedes, negates and voids racist anti-Negro lawi
of the several states and the Federal Government, it also creates the sole 11}
international obligation that the Government of the United States enfo v;
those laws and constitutional provisions already in existence which woull
buttress and give effect to the principles of the Charter and of the Con
vention, This includes the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments to th
Constitution of the United States, guaranteeing equal rights to the Neot

people. The President, the Supreme Court, members of Congress and oth‘
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ullicials solemnly swear to enforce these Amendments but do oz, in viola-
Hun not only of their oath of office but also of the principles of the Charter
sl the Genocide Convention.

lhut it is incumbent upon the United Nations to see that the Conven-

Won and the Charter are not violated, especially by member states.

There is a distressing disparity between the solemn pledges of the

Hovernment of the United States and its actions in fact. It is pledged to
Hulfill in good faith the obligations assumed by them in accordance with
ihe present Charter” (Article II) to the end that “fundamental human

Hghts . . . the dignity and worth of the human person, the equal rights

ul men and women and the nations large and small” (Preamble) may

il in the achievement of “international cooperation in solving interna-
fional problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian char-
sier and in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and for
lundamental freedom without distinction as to race, sex, language or
jeligion.”

This is the solemn pledge of the Government of the United States. But
Its actions involve it in the killing and oppression of genocide on the
Hitlerian basis of race. The failure of the Government of the United
States to implement the United Nations Charter and the Genocide Con-
vention, as well as its long-standing failure to enforce the Fourteenth and
Fifteenth Amendments of the Constitution of the United States, clearly
ieveal that the oppression and genocide being practiced against the Negro
jrople of the United States is a policy of the Government of the United
lates.

The Right to Petition

[l the peoples of the world were voiceless save when their pleas were
lttered by governments, the great protections of the Charter and the Dec-
laration of Human Rights might become meaningless. The rights of indi-
viduals or minority groups to petition the United Nations is clearly in-
liecrent in the Charter and the Declaration of Human Rights. The General
Assembly is charged with the obligation to “initiate studies and to make
iccommendations for the protection of human rights and fundamental
lreedoms for all.” (Article XIIL) If those whose human rights are violated
tan speak only through the government that violates them, or through
wome other formal state entity, the right of the General Assembly to make
iccommendations for the protection of human rights is considerably
vitiated. It is obviously necessary to hear the complaints of minority peo-
ples if studies or recommendations protecting their rights are to have any
meaning.

This was apparént to the League of Nations whose Council declared in
u resolution of October 29, 1g920:
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“Evidently this right does not in any way exclude the right of minoriti
or even of states not represented in the Council, to call the attention of i
League of Nations to any infraction or danger of infraction.”®

That “all are equal before the law and shall be accorded equal prot
tion before the law” is the assertion of Article 20 of the Declaration
Human Rights. Yet without equal access to the law there can be |
equality before it. A law that the sufferer cannot invoke gives no prott
tion, equal or otherwise. The United Nations, moreover, declares it
an organization formed by “We, the people of the United Nations,
termined . ... to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignil
and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and wom
and of nations large and small . . .»

Thus it is clear that the United Nations is more than a concert of st
entities. Rather it exists in the name of the peoples of the world,
created for their benefit and can be invoked by them whenever t ¢
“fundamental human rights” are violated by a sovereign nation. If tl
were not true, if minority groups suffering under the crime of genodl
had not the right to appeal to the United Nations, both the Charter af
the Genacide Convention would be reduced to meaningless and hypocrill

. » . |
cal abstractions. It was not the purpose of the United Nations to defifll

and forbid the crime of genocide while denying those suffering from |
the right to state their case.

The Duty of the General Assembly

|

|

It is equally clear that the General Assembly has the right and d-

to hear our complaint under the provisions of the Charter. This ‘
involves those violations of “fundamental human rights” outlined in
Charter and forbidden by the Genocide Convention. It has frequently b

held that any matter coming within the scope of the Charter is admissilf

before the General Assembly. Thus, Mr. Evatt, in addressing himself!

the resolution on the Mindzsenty case, said:

“There was not a single question or matter coming w
Charter, relating to its aims, its principles, or any one of its provisions, whi
could not be discussed by the General Assembly. If any question was covel

by an article of the Charter, that question would no longer be a matter esstl
tially within the domestic jurisdiction of a state,”

ithin the scope of |l

The General Assembly, itself, took this view when it passed a resolutil
condemning the Asiatic Land Tenure and Indian Representation Al
passed by the Parliament of the Union of South Africa in 1946, This A
denied South African citizens of Indian descent certain civil rights, di

2) League of Nations, Protection of ILin

guistic, Racial or Religious Minorities by i
League of Nations, Geneva, 1931, pp. 7-12. ‘
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Wlminating against them on the basis of race, just as Negroes are discrimi-
Wited against by racist laws in the United States. The Government of

Wilin contended that the Act breached treaty obligations and violated the
Wirit and letter of the United Nations Charter. It requested the General
Aucmbly to pass a resolution urging South Africa to desist from any

julicy of discrimination.

South Africa questioned the authority of the Assembly to pass such a

wiolution. It pleaded immunity under Article XI, Paragraph 7, of the
United Nations Charter which states that “Nothing contained in the
Uharter shall authorize the United Nations to intervene in matters which
ue essentially within the jurisdiction of any State. .

. " The General
Awembly, however, rejected this plea, basing its action on Article 55 of
the Charter which authorizes the United Nations “to promote . . . a
Whiversal respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental
livedoms for all without distinction as to race.” The Assembly resolution
declared that “it is of the opinion that the treatment of Indians in the
Union should be in conformity with the international obligations under
the agreements concluded between the two governments, and the relevant
Wovisions of the Charter™

As has been said, a complaint against a nation on the ground that geno-

| (ile is practiced against a minority people can be sustained by Article 55

ul the Charter which has been ratified as treaty by the Senate of the
United States. We repeat that the Genocide Convention is an implemen-
ltion of the Charter, a law for the specific enforcement of certain pro-
Vinons of the Charter. The two are so closely connected that they must
lie considered as a whole. Under any circumstances, however, those who
ue denied the rights guaranteed by the United Nations have a right both
i justice and in law to appeal to the United Nations for relief. There-
lore the petitioners herein again allege that their complaint of genocide
vin be sustained not only on the basis of the provisions of the Genocide
Uonvention but also, as in the decision against South Africa, on the basis
ul Article 55 of the Charter.

American Opinion Believes the Convention Applies

[t is relevant to note that the American Bar Association believes that
(he crimes against the Negro people in the United States come within the
(tovisions of the Genocide Convention. It is for that reason, in fact, that
(e Bar Association has opposed its ratification. It believes that if the vio-
lence and persecution directed against the Negro people were liable for
punishment in other than domestic courts, irreparable harm might be
done'to “the American form of government,” i.e,, so-called “state’s rights.”

:)7A./BUR/SR 58, p. 13, UN Document.
1) UN. document A/C 1 & 6/12.
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This is a profound commentary upon the character of government
those who today rule America, rather than upon any truly “American fo
of government,” as it is called.

The American Bar Association is the pre-eminent organization of |
yers in the United States. Its resolution not only makes no attempt to dé
that oppression and violence on the basis of race is directed against |
Negro people in the United States but, on the contrary, is based on
prevalence of that violence. It admits the very substance of our complai
What it fears is that punishment by an international agency might
ously breach the “American legal system.” It admits that the lyn
and terror directed against the Negro people will be construed as gg
cide under the terms of the Convention. Nonetheless, it maintains
these crimes are genocide only under United Nations law and are
genocide in reality and in fact.

Its Special Committee on Peace and Law through the United Natit
objected to the ratification of the Genocide Convention because:

“Endless confusion in the dual system of the United States would be |
evitable with the same crime being murder in state law and genocide in
federal and international fields. Race riots and lynching being both local crimih
and genocide depending on the intent and extent of participation,™

The Bar Association’s complaint is hypocritical-—it exaggerates a ng
existent danger. It well knows that neither Federal nor state courts @i
force the laws against race riots or lynching. Unpunished lynchers fi§
outnumber any punished. We allege, and shall hereinafter prove, that tht
courts, on the contrary, are used for the “legal” murder of innocent N
groes on the basis of race and as an instrument of white supremacy afll
genocide.

The American Bar Association passed a resolution opposing the ratifig
tion of the Genocide Convention on September %, 1g94g. Its resolutifl
deplored genocide but added that “The Convention raised importa
fundamental questions but does not resolve them in a manner consistel
with our form of government.” It further declared:

“American citizens might eventually come to be triable by an internatiofilh
tribunal where they would not be surrounded by the constitutional safeguat
and legal rights accorded persons charged with domestic crime.”

Here again is tacit admission that the United Nations has venue a
jurisdiction under the Genocide Convention of complaints brought befdl
it relevant to the crimes being committed against the Negro people in {
United States. The American Bar Association is well aware that Neg

5) American Bar Association Special Committee on Peace and Law, Rep. 13, 1949, |
13 T8:
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Hilsens desire 1o be tried by “tribunals” where they would be surrounded
W tonstitutional safeguards and more than formal legal rights. However,
¢ Bar Association goes on to argue with the terms of the Convention,
iluring that genocide ought to be defined as a crime only when “Geno-
Mile directly affects thousands of persons. Anything short of a crime
suuinst thousands constitutes the local crime of murder.” It further holds
it “reliance of punishment of individuals is upon the national courts”
Wil states in its resolution that genocide “can only happen with the
Wlicial approval or complicity of the Government of the United States.”

We agree with the last statement. Genocide, in this instance, and per-
lups in all instances, takes place only with the “approval and complicity”

W the government under which it is perpetrated. We allege, and shall
Jiuve, moreover, that “thousands of persons” are affected, are the victims
ul the genocide directed against the Negro people in the United States,
sl that the national courts, instead of trying the guilty, are themselves
W o branch of government guilty of genocide as a matter of consistent
pulicy. Over the years the courts have legally murdered innocent Negroes
L the basis of race, thus playing their part in oppressing the Negro
people and keeping them in economic and political bondage. It is be-
ke we Negro petitioners have no true and real recourse in these courts,

licnuse we receive no protection from the state, because police and courts
e themselves involved in the genocide directed against us, that we are
fnrced o appeal to the General Assembly for redress and relief.

i is important to note that virtually all those who opposed ratification
ul the Genocide Convention before the United States Senate Committee
un Foreign Relations, did so precisely because the Genocide Convention
ypecifically applies to the crimes being committed against the Negro peo-
ple in the United States. Thus Leander H. Perez, District Attorney of
[ ouisiana, expressed the fears of the lynchers and white supremacists in
the United States when he testified that:

“All forms of homicide and personal injury cases could be brought under
ilie broad mantle of genocide, and the mechanics of the thing would simply
lie that the United States attorney would walk into the State district court and
ivive to transfer the cases to the Federal Courts. But what is still worse than
(he destruction of our constitutional set-up and our framework of government
i America is the over-hanging threat that citizens of our States some day
will have to face the international tribunal, where now they must face the
Yinte Courts and a jury of their peers.”

Peculiarly enough, in view of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amend-
inents to the Constitution guaranteeing equal rights to the Negro, virtually
Il white supremacists declare that nothing can be done about the wrongs
lirected against the Negro people without “destruction of our constitu-
tinal set-up.” Of course, they know these constitutional amendments are
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never enforced. They are equally adamant that perpetrators of crif
against the Negro people shall be tried locally by a “jury of their ped
because they know such trials are a bulwark of white supremacy ant
protector of genocide. Harry S. Barger, of the National Economic Ca
cil, a fascist organization, argued openly when he testified before
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations:
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Wiy, o race riot of some substantial character would be more clearly within
W) oncept of genocide.”

Ihus, the very arguments opposing the Genocide Convention cam-

siely support our petition. First, they admit that the terror against the
S0 people in the United States is genocide. Second, they admit this
lor 75 punishable under the Convention. Third, they admit the Con-
Sition overrides state and national law. And finally, they come to the
it conclusion that just because the Genocide Convention would be
\ilive in stopping this tervor against the Negro people, the United
ulen Government must veto the Convention—and continue its present
Wless terror,
Ihie Bar Association and others seek to avoid the elimination of geno-
W committed against the Negro people of the United States by pre-
uling American ratification of the Convention. They forget, however,
Wl the Convention, having been ratified by twenty nations, is now in
wiv and binding on all its signatories, including the United States.
Wty overlook the fact that the Government of the United States, having
pueil the Convention, having solemnly promised to punish those guilty
I yrnocide, having contracted to implement its laws thereto, is morally
Wl lepally bound by its undertaking.

“As a matter of fact, this pending Convention goes much further |
merely outlawing mass murder. In effect its real purpose is to set up
international FEPC. If T may, I should like to suggest that the ultini
effect of it will be to punish in every country the crime of lynching. .
The punishment should be left to the States where they have trial by ju
of their peers and the punishment inflicted by the courts of justice set!
under our American standards.”

The Ku Klux Klan, a terroristic organization licensed by the states a
permitted by the Federal Government despite its frankly anti-Negro i
gram, also opposed the ratification of the Convention. It conducted
active lobbying campaign against such ratification.

At the Senate hearings, the question of whether or not lynching,
riots and other crimes committed against the Negro people were pil
ishable under the Genocide Convention, was repeatedly raised and rep#
edly answered in the affirmative. Alfred J. Schweppe, Chairman of i
Bar Association’s Special Committee on Peace and Law through (i
United Naticns, testified:

The Indictment for Violation of the Convention

11 is manifest that a people cannot be consistently killed over the years on
o busis of ‘race,’—and more than 10,000 Negroes have so suffered death—
ot be uniformly segregated, despoiled, impoverished and denied equal
Wection before the law unless it is the result of the deliberate, all-pervasive
liy of government and those who control it.””

Ilie principal defendant in our indictment, if ecither term can be

perly used in such a proceeding, is the Government of the United
iew of America. Whatever the proper terminology, however, we ac-
W the Government of the United States of America of being primarily
yunsible for the genocide committed against the Negro people who live
wlor its sovereignty and are therefore entitled to its protection instead
Ll persecution. It is guilty of “killing members of the group,” we allege,
\ Ilie reason, among others, that its Supreme Court has failed to use its
Wir to save from death innocent Negroes, convicted on the basis of
" by venal courts after torture in violation of the due process clause
e Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States,
) well as in violation of the United Nations Charter and the Genocide
Wvention.

Hir indictment charges the Government of the United States with
Wition of virtually every provision of the Genocide Convention. Our

“What is meant by inflicting mental harm on part of a group which m
mean a single person? Also what about a lynching or a race riot? The §
Department’s letter of transmittal recognizes that genocide may be commitl
against a single individual. If, for example, in a town of the United St
of America, where a crime has allegedly been committed by some unidentif
Chinaman, I should decide to get rid of all or mest all the Chinamen in |
town by force, and should in the process kill or maim oue Chinaman, T wal
be guilty of genocide, in that with intent to destroy part of the racial gro
I had killed or maimed one individual. The Chinaman could well be
colored person, or a member of any other minority group.”

The applicability of the Genocide Convention to crimes against |
Negro people was raised by Senator McMahon of Connecticut at
hearings: :

“SENATOR McMAHON: Now let’s take a lynching case, for examy
Let’s assume there is a lynching and a colored man is murdered, Is it 0
contention that that could be construed to be within the confines of I
definition, namely, with intent to destroy him as part of a group?

“MR. SCHWEPPE: The International Court will ultimately tell us. Ad

f) Hearings before the Committee on Foreign Relations, January 23, 1950, p. 220. | From the Opening Statement of this petition,
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We shall charge the Government of the United States with specific
Mulutions of specific provisions of the Genacide Convention. We main-
sl that if the United States is guilty of “conspiracy to commit genocide,”
we allege, it is also guilty of “killing members of the group” and of
Wlition of other provisions of the Convention. It is an established prin-
Wple of law that conspiracy to murder makes every member of the
unpiracy equally guilty with the conspirator who committed the actual
%1 of murder. It would be a poor thing to charge a police officer or
Wity sheriff with genocide and to leave untouched and unrebuked the
Siereign power, in this case the Government of the United States, whose
W and failures to act, whose racist laws and statutes enforcing segrega-
il, whose courts and legislatures and totality of policy, have manufac-
iedl the climate for genocide as well as the institution of genocide—
Wlinse very capital is self-admittedly a “disgrace to the nation” because of
i hestial and inhuman character of its racist practices.

I view of this and other facts, we charge in relation to the following
tuvisions of the Convention:

ARTICLE II (a). KILLING MEMBERS OF THE GROUP

Ihe main characteristic of genocide is its object: the act must be
Mircted toward the destruction of a group in whole or in part. Groups
nist of individuals and criminal actions against groups must in the
41 analysis be actions against individual members of the group.

Ihe crime of genocide is not conditioned upon the factual destruction
i group in whole or in part but on the intent to achieve this aim.
ueover, genocide is not characterized by intent to destroy a whole
1p, but rather on the intent of eliminating a portion of a group given
ditity by its common racial, national or ethnic characteristics. (U.N.
Hhwument A/C. 6/242)

I'he petitioners, in the first count of their indictment against the Gov-
encourages murders on the basis of race. Nor can the Government of il iment of the United States of America, charge that members of a
United States, we submit, escape liability by pleading that it is not respiiiinority ethnic group, the Negro people of the United States, have been
sible for the laws or actions of the several states under its central il are being killed (see Evidence, Part III) and that such killings are
ity. Not only is it a well-known principle of American law that giiiended and aimed at the destruction of the group in whole or in part
statutes, such as those providing for segregation, must be in confor gl Which the murdered individuals belonged.

with a Federal Consti.tut'ion guaranteeing equality before the law ARTICLE II (b). CAUSING SERIOUS BODILY OR MENTAL
the Negro people, but it is an ancient and universally accepted pring HARM TO MEMBERS OF THE GROUP

of international law that a sovereign state is responsible for internati¢ 4 - . ;

crimes committed within its borders. It cannot escape such responsibi e asauils, beitings sl moiiogs divestel Zptingn the Nagso

by the declaration that such crimes are authorized b ke B o 011 pople on a basis of race, hereinafter described in Part III, obviously

. i i 1€ T G . .

its own political subdivisions. A sovereign state must accept responsi g 1 stances a6 “sadious. hodily and mental barey® padiculay siltea
e crime is executed by officers of the state. (See Evidence, Part III)

ity fOI‘ intcrnational crimes committed within its ¢ ﬁ OC'{T h h h a llllllllJCIS
On nCS. Gcn . 1.8 1 1 i
: ' 14 | lie ||('[‘1110IICIS c ﬂlge,. moreover, that the kl!lll’lg of SUbSE nt1al
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evidence, in Part III of this petition, sustains the charges. But the §
and central fact is that the basic law of the United States itself specifi
forbids violence and discrimination against the Negro people on thel
of race, forbids genocide, and that that law is not enforced as a wi
and long-sustained policy of government in violation of the Constitl
of the United States, the United Nations Charter, and the Geng
Convention.

The policy of non-enforcement of basic American constitutional
written and passed to protect the Negro people, has become a legal
thorization of genocide. It is the enabling act for genocide. It i§
foundation for segregation and other discriminatory practices in law:
by the courts. Non-enforcement of the Fourteenth Amendment of
Constitution of the United States, which guarantees the Negro pé
“due progess of law” and “equal treatment before the law,” obvid
incites to genocide. Non-enforcement as a matter of cardinal polig)
the Civil Rights Act, also drafted and passed by Congress to protect
rights of the Negro people, is government notification that the Ni
people have no rights that will be protected by the Government of
United States.

The notorious failure to enforce, or even attempt to enforce, the
teenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which s
lates that Negro citizens shall be secure in their right to vote, results, |
long has resulted, in the murder of Negroes on the basis of race W
they have attempted to vote. Nor are such murderers tried under
Fourteenth or Fifteenth Amendment or the Civil Rights Act. For gt
cide, killing members of the group, is the policy of the Governmen
the United States no matter what the legal circumlocutions used
conceal it. ‘

It is evident that a government which has the power to punish mu
on the basis of race and does not use it as a matter of invariable pol
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of the group, that is the Negro people of the United States, is done §
the intent of inflicting serious bodily and mental harm on the
group.

Mass murder on the basis of race is a powerful source of cong ‘
terror, as it is intended to be, to the whole Negro people. As a 1¢
of the pattern of extra-legal violence in which they live out their [i
if they do live, the entire Negro people exists in a constant fear |
cannot fail to cause serious bodily and mental harm.

Another source of serious bodily and mental harm is the segregil
which imprisons United States Negroes from birth to death, marking i
status as inferior as a matter of law on the basis of race, cutting th
off from adequate education, hospital facilities, medical treatment, |
housing, forcing them to live in ghettos and depriving them of rig
and privileges that other Americans are accorded as a matter of co I
This imprisonment which cuts off United States Negroes from the servil
and privileges of their fellow citizens, which makes them pariahs in thi
own country, results in a condition which is temperately described byl
words “serious bodily and mental harm.”

Section (b) of Article II seeks to cover the various methods of
cide described by Rafael Lemkin, who coined the word and declared:.

“Genocide can be effected by physical, political, social, cultural, biologit
economic and religious and moral oppression.”

The petitioners in the second count of their indictment against
Government of the United States of America charge it with politié
social, cultural, biological, economic and moral oppression which
been and are being inflicted on the Negro people of the United Statll
and which has resulted and will result in “serious bodily and mental haf
to members of the group.”

ARTICLE II (c¢). DELIBERATELY INFLICTING ON THE
GROUP CONDITIONS OF LIFE CALCULATED TO BRING

ABOUT ITS PHYSICAL DESTRUCTION IN WHOLE OR
IN PART

As a result of segregation, of living in ghettos and disease-breedill
housing, of being barred from the great majority of hospitals, as a regl}
of discrimination in employment which makes for a tragically low I
come, of violence which often prevents trade union organization, of ()
semi-peonage of share-cropping, of a terror which prevents membe
of the group from using political action to better their condition, a§
result of these and other factors, United States Negroes are deprived on’
average of nearly eight years of life as compared with the life expectafil)
of white Americans. Disease rates and mortality rates are higher amof
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the Negro people than in any comparable segment of the United States
jupulation. (See Parr III, The Evidence.) S

This does not just happen. It results from “deliberately 1r1ﬂ1ctmg”.on
(e group such conditions for the purpose of depressing wages, increasing
profit, and retaining reactionary political and economic control Fhrough
the divisions they effect in American life. The conditions are imposed
with the intent to destroy in whole or in part.

Therefore, we charge as the third count in our indictment of the
Liovernment of the United States of America, acts, both by individuals
and state and federal officials, which constitute “deliberately inflicting on
the group”—the Negro people of the United States—“conditions of life
tulculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part.”

ARTICLE II. CONSPIRACIES, ATTEMPTS, INCITEMENTS
AND COMPLICITY TO COMMIT GENOCIDE

Article IIT declares that the following acts shall be punishable:

(a) Genocide;

(b) Conspiracy to commit genocide;

(c¢) Direct and public incitement to commit genocide;
(d) Attempt to commit genocide;

(¢) Complicity in genocide.

It is obvious that genocide could not adequately be prevented or pun-
ithed if enly those who actually killed, or directly caused serious bodily
or mental harm, or violated other provisions of Article II of the Conven-
lion were held to be guilty. Therefore Article III was included to appre-
hend and punish those involved by cooperation with those directly
juilty of overt acts of genocide by reason of conspiracy, incitement or
tomplicity to commit the crime.

The petitioners allege that public officials, particularly in the Southern
sites of the United States, are frequently guilty of murder on the basis
ul race, of genocide, by direct and public incitement to genocide, by par-
licipating in actual violence on the basis of race as in the case of sheriffs
ind law enforcement officers, by use of the courts to kill innocent Negroes
un the basis of race as a matter of policy in sustaining white supremacy,
hy approving and soliciting the murder or assault of Negroes who attempt
l0 vote, by being parties to the creation of that terror which results in
‘ierious bodily and mental harm,” by passing and enforcing laws pro-
viding for segregation in violation of the Constitution, the Charter and
ihe Genocide Convention, and by refusing to enforce the criminal law
ipainst those guilty of crimes against the Negro people.

The petitioners further charge that officials of the Government of the
United States of America in all its three branches, judicial, legislative,
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and executive, are guilty of genocide, through their refusal to enfortd
those provisions of the Constitution of the United States which provid
for “due process” and “equality before the law” for the Negro peoplt
in violation of the United Nations Charter and those provisions of th
Genocide Convention, among others, which prohibit conspiracy an
complicity.
The petitioners charge, therefore, that the Government of the United
States of America is involved with others in “conspiracy to commit gend
cide,” in violation of Section (b) of Article IIT of the Genocide Coflt!
vention.
They further charge that certain officials of the Government of th
United States of America, as set forth in the evidence of Part 111 of thi
petition, have with others, including the Governors of certain stated
directly and publicly incited to genocide in violation of Section (c)
Article TII of the Genocide Convention.
They further charge the Government of the United States of Amerid
and others with “complicity to commit genocide” in violation of Sectiof
(e) of Article III of the Convention,

ARTICLE TV. RULERS AND OFFICIALS MAY BE PUNISHED
Article IV states:

“Persons committing genocide or any of the other acts enumerated iff
Article IIT shall be punished whether they are constitutionally responsib
rulers, public officials, or private individuals.”

The crimes committed against the Negro people on the basis of racs
in the United States are in part committed by officials taking an active
part in such crimes and/or conspiring and inciting individuals to commil
such criminals acts, and/or in granting immunity to the perpetrators of
such acts. The petitioners charge, and submit evidence in Part IIT of thig
petition, that public officials of certain states, and certain officials of
Government of the United States of America, are guilty of conspiring
to commit genocide, of complicity in genocide, of inciting to genocide,
and of other offenses forbidden by the Genocide Convention and the
Charter of the United Nations.

ARTICLE V., ENACTMENT OF DOMESTIC LAW TO
ENFORCE THE CONVENTION
Article V provides:

of genocide.”
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Regardless of whether or not the Convention is ratified, the Govern-
ment of the United States as a contracting party, as a signatory to tl}c
lonvention, is solemnly pledged to enact the legislation provided for in
Article V. It is legally and morally bound to do so under the Chachr
und under the Convention. Failure could only be interpreted as a desire
lur the credit of signing the Convention without the obligation of observ-
Iy it or the onus of opposing it.

T'his is the present situation. The United States Governmen't ha_s me‘L‘dc
o move, recommendation, or act to pass the domestic leglsla.tion. to
jyive effect to the provisions of the present conventifm” to which it is
jolemnly obligated under international law. It has falleFl even to pass a
Fair Employment Practice Act, or a Federal anti-lynching law, or even
lo enforce laws technically in being which could be used to eliminate
yenocide, '

T'hat this failure is deliberate, that it stems from the fact that genocide
against the Negro people is an integral part of the fabri(.: of Amer%ca‘n
liw, government and practice, is the only logical conclusion when it is
lnown that the United States has effectively implemented other inter-
futional agreements requiring domestic law for enforcement._ It passed
laws, for example, implementing the Treaty for the Suppression of the
Opium Trade in 1883, the Treaty for the Punishment of Persons Brea}c-
ing or Injuring Submarine Cables in 1889, the Convention on Slavery in
ifigo, the Convention on the Suppression of White Slave Traffic in
Women and Children in 1gog, the Convention on Obscene Publications
in 1911 and the Multilateral Slave Trade Treaty in 1929. .

Therefore the petitioners allege that the Government of the United
Hlates of America has wilfully violated Article V of the Convention in
that as a contracting party it has not undertaken “to enact . . . the neces-
uiry legislation to give effect to the provisions of the present conven-
BOn: 504"

The obligation under Article V involves not only the enactment of new
laws in the penal code of the United States. It also means the enforce-
ment of those laws and Amendments to the Constitution which would
tliminate genocide by granting the equal protection to life, liberty and
property of the Negro people provided by the laws and Amendments to
the Constitution of the United States. This the United States is also
obligated to do, as we will show, under the Charter of the United Nations.

Instead of honoring this dual obligation, the United States has failed
and continues to fail to enforce the basic guarantees of full and equal
rights guaranteed by the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments to the
Constitution. The Supreme Court of the United States has in fact denied
the language, purpose and intent of these Amendments by tortuous
constructions holding that the authority of the Federal Government can-
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not protect the rights of the Negro people if those rights are violated by
individuals and not by the actions of one of the several states. Since all
crimes, including those of states, are carried out by human beings, thif
decision has been used over the generations, and still is being used,
strip Negro Americans of the protection of their government.®

Now this important fact contains one of the legal bases supporting
our complaint to the United Nations. The United States Government,
having formally ratified the United Nations Charter and having signed
the Genocide Convention as a contracting party, is guilty of breaches of
solemn pledges to the United Nations in violating these Amendments
The failure to enforce them involves violation of international law as
well as national, |

‘The Genocide Convention and the United Nations Charter (Article
56) impose obligations upon the members of the United Nations. The
word “pledge,” if it has any meaning at all, involves the solemn promisgy
the contractual undertaking, to perform that which is pledged. Reference
to “separate” action as distinguish from “joint” action reveals that Mem
bers are individually bound by the Charter to act on their own part for the
achievement of “universal respect for an observance of human rights and.
fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race. . . .” Indeed
this is the sense of the entire Charter for it would obviously be monstrou
for members to violate at home what they undertake to uphold abroad,
But this the United States has done.

Therefore the petitioners charge the Government of the United States
with violating its pledges, its solemn international undertakings, undclé%
the Charter and the Genocide Convention, and allege that by reason o
such violations the Negro people of the United States have suffered
from acts of genocide, ¥

ARTICLE VI. TRIBUNALS FOR TRIAL [ £

. - II

Article VI provides: {
“Persons charged with genocide or any of the other acts enumerated 1
Article III shall be tried by a competent tribunal of the State in the territory

of which the act was committed, or by any such international penal tribuna{l

as may have jurisdiction with respect to those Contracting Parties which
shall have accepted its jurisdiction.”

Jurisdiction over the crime cannot be confined to the courts “of the
State in the territory of which the act was committed” because the crime

often involves the heads of such States. It is obvious that state or national
authorities would be unwilling to prosecute and punish themselves, If

8) Cruikshank, g2 U.S. 580, 1876.
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the crime of genocide is to be effectively eliminated, the Convention
tecognizes that preventive and punitive measures must be enforced
against the officials of States or nations.

Article V1, moreover, provides for the setting up of an international
penal tribunal. Just as conventions for the suppression of piracy, slavery,
white. slavery and other crimes impose an obligation on the States to
tunform to these conventions and punish infractions of them, so the
ticnocide Convention imposes an obligation on the Member States of
the United Nations to take action against officials of an offending nation,
Since action by means of an international tribunal is anticipated by the
lonvention, the petitioners call upon the General Assembly to establish
wich a tribunal to the end that justice may be done and future acts of
penocide prevented.

There is ample precedent in international law for such action. The
lieneva Convention of 1937, which provided for the establishment of
i international court to judge individuals accused of offenses against the
convention for the Prevention and Punishment of Terrorism, and the
Nuremberg and Tokyo international military tribunals, which had been
swt up under multilateral agreements, are precedents for international
trials.

‘The petitioners, therefore, call upon the General Assembly to follow the
precedents of international law in dealing with violators of international
conventions. As did the nations at the Nuremberg trial, the petitioners
demand the punishment of crimes and atrocities which cannot continue
without peril to the civilized world.

ARTICLE VIII. ACTION UNDER THE CHARTER
Article VIII provides:

“Any Contracting Party may call upon the competent organs of the United
Nations to take action under the Charter of the United Nations as they con-
sider appropriate for the prevention and suppression of the acts of Genocide
or any of the other acts enumerated in Article IIL.”

This provision clearly stipulates enforcement ot the Convention through
the Charter and in doing so manifestly supports our contention that the
Convention is an extension of the Charter, inseparable from it. It bur
tresses our point that complaints of genocide could be made and pun
ished under the provisions of the Charter by proposing “prevention and
suppression of the acts of Genocide” under the Charter.

[t is accepted, we presume, that the General Assembly is a2 competent
organ of the United Nations since it has already acted as to the denial of
human rights in the Mindszenty and South African cases to which
reference has previously been made. It is clear, too, that the Security
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Council has the right and authority to listen to acts relating to genocid
since genocide is a practice which tends to war and disturbs internation
relations. Moreover, the United Nations would have jurisdiction, as W
have said, over genocidal crimes, irrespective of the Genocide Conventig
under the Charter principle of promoting “universal respect for ami
observance of human rights” as well as by virtue of its authority to de
with questions relating to the encroachment on progressive developme
of international law. (Article XIII, Paragraph (a) of the Charter.)
Article VIII provides that “Any Contracting Party may call upon ¢
competent organs of the United Nations to take action under
Charter. . . .” Therefore, the petitioners plead and request that each an
every Member State as contracting parties “call upon the competel
organs of the United Nations to take action.” We particularly plead th
the representatives of the governments of France, Poland, Czechoslovakil
the US.S.R,, the Ukrainian S.S.R., and Byelo-Russian S.S.R. call upa
the United Nations to take action and we call upon them particular
because their nations and their peoples suffered under this “odioy
scourge.” We plead with these representatives and all representative
particularly of the Government of India whose nationals know somethin
of oppression on the basis of race, to exercise their power under Articl
VIII of the Convention that the petitioners may obtain a proper hearin
and that “the sounding board” of the United Nations may shock “th
conscience of mankind” to the end that the crimes inflicted against th
Negro people of the United States of America may be condemned an
terminated.

ARTICLE IX. THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE

Article IX states:

“Disputes between the Contracting Parties relating to the interpretatiol
application or fulfillment of the present Convention, including those relatiny
to the responsibility of a State for Genocide or any of the other acts enumerate
in Article III, should be submitted to the International Court of Justice
the request of any parties to the dispute.”

Article IX is one of the most important in the Convention. Iz create
compulsory jurisdiction of the International Court of [ustice in all di
putes relating to the Convention.

Its importance becomes evident by comparison with various provisiofi
of the Charter. Article 33 imposes upon members of the United Nation
the obligation to seek a solution of disputes by judicial settlement onlft
if that dispute is such that its continuance is likely to endanger interna
tional peace and security. Article IX of the Convention, however, contain
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W such restriction, Its jurisdiction is obligatory and relates to all disputes
Without exception.

I accordance with. Article g4 of the Charter, the members of the United
Nations undertake to cemply with the decision of the Court in any case
{0 which they are parties, ie., the fulfillment of its judgment c_onstitgtcs
i obligation under the Charter. Furthermore, the same Argcic stipu-
litcs that if a party to a case fails to perform the obligations incumbent
upon it under a judgment of the Court, the other party may have recourse
1 the Security Council, which may make recommendations' or decxd_e
ipon measures to give effect to the judgment. Thus the Security Councl:d
may be involved in cases which otherwise would not come under its
tompetence. . .

Finally the Charter imposes on all members the obligation to furm.sh
(e United Nations assistance in any action it takes in accordance with
the Charter. Thus the Security Council’s measures may involve action
iy all members of the United Nations against a State refusing to comply
with the judgment of the International Court of Justice. .

The obligation of the parties to submit disputes under the Genocide
(‘onvention to the International Court of Justice is broad in regard to
wibject matter. It includes not only the interpretation of the provisions of
ihe Convention, but also its application, and the fulfillment of the
ibligations imposed. Thus the obligation to enact necessary legislation
(Article V of the Convention) is relevant, and failure to do so may be
wbmitted if in dispute, as may failure to extradite culprits (Article VI-I),
o failure to prosecute those responsible for violation of the Convention
(Article VI). In addition, disputes submitted may rclatc' to the re-
sponsibility of a State for acts of genocide or any other punishable acts.

T'he petitioners in their prayer for relief (Part 1V) call upon the GCI"!-
¢ral Assembly and the Contracting Parties to the Conventicn to submu,
\{ in dispute, the application and fulfillment of the Genocide Conve.ntxon
liy the United States of America, to the International Court of Justice.

[n concluding Part 1I of this petition concerning The Law and Thc
fidictment, it might be useful if the petitioners summarize their indict-
ment of the Government of the United States of America. We charge
{he Government of the United States of America, and submit supporting
evidence in Part 111 of this perition, with responsibility for, and participa-
tion in, violation of the Genocide Convention by killing members of
(he group, causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the
group, deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calcullated
10 bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part, conspiracy
(o commit genocide, direct and public incitement to commit gcgomdc,
complicity in genocide, failure to enact domestic legislation enforcing the
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Genocide Convention as was contracted by becoming a signatory to
and violation of international law by its failure to carry out its sole
pledges under the Charter and under the Convention.

For these offenses, the petitioners ask the General Assembly for re
and redress on behalf of the Negro people of the United States ne
suffering under the crime of genocide.

PART II1

The Evidence

Various acts of genocide against the Negro people of the
United States from January 1, 1945 to June 1951, chrono-
logically arranged under those articles and provisions of the
Genocide Convention which they violate.




The Evidence

Avrnouer we believe the evidence tabulated below proves our case, we
appeal to the General Assembly not as a court of law, which it is not,
but as the conscience of mankind which it should be. We appeal not to
the legal sense of mankind but to its common sense. When a crime is
manifestly and overwhelmingly true, known to history and notorious to
the world, that fact itself becomes part of the evidence before the General
Assembly.

Similarly, although we cannot list it below as part of our evidence,
we believe that the knowledge gained through the observation and the
iense of every delegate to the General Assembly is in reality a part of
our proof. Any delegate who has visited the capital of the United States
it Washington, D.C., governed directly by the central government with-
out benefit of local authority, knows of his own knawledge that segrega-
tion and oppression in violation of the Charter and the Convention is
the policy and creature of the Government of the United States. Its
wope and extent in the nation’s capital has been attested to by a com-
mittee created by President Harry 8. Truman in a document entitled,
"“To Secure These Rights.” One of the most eminent officials of the
lnited Nations, Dr. Ralph Bunche, has openly rejected a high post in
lils own government’s State Department because of the inhuman segre-
jyation in the capital.

Although our evidence voluminously details the crimes of genocide
wilfered by the Negro people, it falls far short of adequately presenting
icality. The crimes presented are only those experienced by some of the
petitioners and that marked minority of crimes committed which hap-
pened to receive mention in Negro yearbooks, the Negro press or the
labor press. The vast majority of such crimes are never recorded. This
widespread failure to record crimes against the Negro people is in itself
i index to genocide. Those cases included below appeared in the

57
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Pitzsburgh Courier, The Black Dispatch, the Amsterdam News, amon|
other Negro newspapers, reports by Tuskegee Institute, the Nation
Association for the Advancement of Colored People and the America
Jewish Congress’ Social Action Commission, the Urban League, ¢
American Council on Race Relations, the American Civil Liberti
Union, labor papers, and occasional hearings by city, state and Feder
agencies of government. They have been arranged chronologically, b
ginning in 1945 and continuing until June, 1951 under the various hea
ings of Articles II and IIl of the Genocide Convention.

ARTICLE II (a). KILLING MEMBERS OF THE GROUP

It cannot be emphasized too often that those killings of members
the group which are recorded are a distinct minority of those actuall
killed. This is historically true. Thus former Confederate General Rey
nolds, of Texas, testifying before the Congressional Joint Committee o
Insurrectionary Affairs, said during Reconstruction, “The murder o
Negroes is so common as to render it impossible to keep accurate a
count of them.” And as recently as 1940, a Congressional report quotesy
“a native Southerner who must remain anonymous” to the effect that
“countless Negroes are lynched yearly, but their disappearance is shrouded!
in mystery, for they are dispatched quietly and without general
knowledge.”™

We call attention to the number of cases in which the Government of
the United States of America is directly involved, such as the slayings of
Willie McGee, Edward Honeycutt and the Martinsville Seven, when the
Supreme Court of the United States refused to permit them life despite
its legal power and duty to do so under the Fourteenth Amendmenl
guaranteeing the due process of law and equality before the law which
those executed never in fact received.

We emphasize, too, the several cases enumerated below in which the
Department of Justice, of the executive branch of the Federal Govern
ment, was asked to intervene under the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amend
ments but refused. If these two amendments were enforced, few of the
slayings on the basis of race listed below would have occurred.

We call attention, too, to the spreading pattern of murder and violence
in the North as well as the South, similarly protected and participated i}
by police officials.

LoAd5

June 6 —Drenice Harris, 22-year old war veteran, was shot to death in 4tlanta,
Georgia, by police and a civilian as he drove a white man to meet a white

1) Civil Rights Congress Survey of Major Developments in the Year roso With

j °

Respect to the Negro People, p. 12,
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woman at a rendezvous the pair had made by telephone. The telephone con-
versation was overheard by the woman’s husband. Harris was killed by bul-
lets from a police pistol. He had driven the car at the request of the white
man. The Fulton County coroner’s jury called the killing a “justifable
homicide.”

fiigust 15—Lica Brrra Carrter, 16 years old, was raped and murdered at
line Island, South Carolina, under circumstances which pointed suspiciously
to a white insurance agent. When the young woman’s father went to authori-
ties to demand an investigation, he was jailed. Miss Carter’s neck and jaw
were broken and she had been placed face down in a pool of water in order
t0 give the impression that she had met her death by drowning. No action
was taken against the rapist.

lupust 21.—Exrvin Jones was fatally wounded in his home in Portland, Ore-
yon, when three police officers came to the house to search the premises. They
had ne warrant and failed to identify themselves as officers. The Jones
lamily believed them to be burglars, Jones defended his home against their
entry, One of the officers went to the rear of the house, entered, and shot
Jones in the back with a sawed-off shot gun, killing him. The coroner’s jury
exonerated the police and a grand jury subsequently refused to indict them.

\eptember 9. —Moses Green, veteran of World War I, was shot to death by
two Aiken County law officers near Elenton, South Carolina. The Officers
were deputy sheriffs who were identified. Green was returning from town
i his truck and as he stepped out into his own yard he was shot without
warning.

Uitober to.—Jesse Payne was taken from the jail at Madison, Florida, and
shot to death by a lynch mob. Payne had been removed from the lynch-
proof state prison and taken to an unguarded one-story shack jail at Madison
and left there unguarded. On the date of his arrest, July 4, he was attacked
and wounded by a posse. Attorney General J. Tom Watson of Florida
rccommended the suspension of the sherifl in charge of the jail, stating that
the evidence indicated that the jail had not been broken into but that Payne
had been delivered up to the lynchers by law officers. Nevertheless, the two
Madison County grand juries refused to indict the sheriff and Governor
Millard Caldwell refused to suspend him,

Uitober 29.—Police emptied their guns into an unidentified Negro man at
Hth Avenue and 144th Street, in New Yerk City. Eyewitneses stated that
the man, with his hands raised in surrender after having been pursued by
i police patrol car, was alighting from a Buick sedan when he was shot.
When a crowd gathered to protest, police reinforcements arrived and clubbed
the protesters. Several witnesses went to Harlem Hospital where the man
lay bleeding. This and subsequent delegations were unable to find out the
man’s name.

Uitober 29—The body of Sam McFanpew, veteran, was found floating in the
Suwanee River, near Live Oak, Florida. Governor Millard Caldwell’s own
investigator and twenty witnesses gave evidence that McFadden had been
lynched. Evidence was also given that the Brandford, Fla., police chief, a
wealthy turpentine operator reputed to use peon labor, and another man
were the lynchers. According to the evidence, McFadden, who had left his
liome to buy groceries, was put into a car and driven in the direction of the
river. His body was discovered by two fishermen, and the date of the lynch-
ing was fixed by the authorities as approximately September 21. The Suwanee
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grand jury refused to indict any of the three. Later, the ex-marshal of Branl
ford was tried for allegedly subjecting McFadden, who was 60 years old,|
a “trial by ordeal” and then forcing him to drown himself, He was chargl
with arresting McFadden, beating him with a whip and pistol and makill
him jump in the river. The ex-marshal was convicted, sentenced to of
year in prison and a $1,000 fine.

November—Seventy-year-old Mrs. Nicey Broww of Selma, Alabama,
beaten to death by a drunken policeman who was off duty. He beat her oyl
the head with a bottle. The officer was acquitted in November, 1945, by i
all-white jury which deliberated a few minutes. The attorney for the polid
man stated at the trial: “If we convict this brave man who is upholding
banner of white supremacy by his actions, then we may as well give i
our guns to the n——s and let them run the black belt.”

November—A new trial which had been ordered by the U.S. Supreme Coll
freed a Baker County, Ga., sheriff and two former white police officers i
the death by beating of Roserr Harw in October, 1943. Hall had been arrest
at his home near Newton, Georgia, on January 29, 1943. The next day thi
sheriff and two other whites beat him about the head with a blackjack unil
he fell unconscious. His death occurred soon afterwards. '

November 1—Fourteen-year-old Wirssrr Conen was killed when two bl
lets from a policeman’s gun were fired at him as he was leaving a friend
house. No action was taken against the policeman either by the grand jury
by the police department. y

November 17—8r. CLae PressLEY, war veteran, was killed in Johnsonvi .
South Carolina. As he stepped off the train in Johnsonville on his way |
Hemingway, S. C., Pressley was arrested on suspicion of implication in
minor disturbance which had occurred several days before. Pressley oﬁchl
Hio resistance to arrest, but as he was being marched down the street, the
policeman suddenly pulled the trigger of his gun and killed the Negii
veteran. '

December —Charges were made that Pvr, Eric L. Borton of Chicago died
en route to France of an inter-cerebral hemorrhage “possibly caused by hik
head being rammed against a cement wall.” The words are those of Capl.
Earl J. Carroll of San Francisco. General Eisenhower ordered an investigh
tion into the death. .

December—Puinizer Summerour was shot and killed by a white man gl
an Atlanta, Georgia, bus, following an argument over smoking. A gra:‘i
jury in December, 1945, freed the white man, :

Negro community of Union Springs, Alabama. A third Negro was woun

December—Two persons were killed when a reign of terror swept over
d

and a fourth was hounded out of town. The white policeman who was
murderer was known. Epcar Tromas was murdered when the white polige
man heard him discuss the Negro question with a friend in Thomas o
store. Jesse HicuTtower was also murdered. Ep Day Gary, a veteran, had
one eye shot out. Rev. J. L. PinckNEY was ordered to leave town becaug
he had been a witness to Thomas’ murder. :
December 23—Mzr. anp Mrs. H. O’'Day SorT and their two small daughten
were burned to death two days before Christmas, 1945, in a fire of incendiaﬂ
origin set by persons who did not want them to move into a “white neigh
borhood” in Fontana, California. The family had received threatening noted
and the police had told the family they were “out of bounds.” There was o
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tlectricity in the Short’s home. and neighbors knew that the family was
temporarily using lamps. While the Shorts were away, people broke into
(heir home, sprayed the interior with an inflammable chemical, and left.
When the Shorts returned, the father struck a match, and the lamp fuel,
helieved to be kerosene, exploded. All four were fatally burned.

Wecember 26.—WaLTer CampBELL, union organizer of the Food, Tobacco,
Apricultural and Allied Workers of America, CIO, was stabbed to death
ut Lizele Rock, Arkansas. He was organizing workers, particularly Negroes,
apainst a 12 hour working day and s0c per hour pay. The confessed slayer
was set free,

1946

lelruary —Frank ALLEN, taxi driver, was killed by police of Memphis, Ten-
nessee, A field report of the American Council on Race Relations charac-
terized the killing as “suspicious.” The two white officers said that Allen
shot at them. However, another version stated that Allen was unarmed; that
the officers dragged Allen from his cab and shot him in a vacant lot.

Vebruary—James Mancum, 17 vears old, was sentenced to death for alleged
“rape.” He charged that his “confession” had been forced from him by
Irutality, Nevertheless, the U.S. Supreme Court twice denied his appeals,
und the state parole board refused to pardon him or commute his sentence.

Vebruary 5—A policeman of Freeport, L. I., New York, shot and killed Pre.
(anLes Fercuson and his brother, Avronso Fercuson. A third brother,
Huavan Trirp Crass Josera Fereuson was wounded in the shoulder and
thrown into the brig, while a fourth brother, Ricuarp Frreuson was arrested
und sentenced to 100 days in jail. The brothers had protested jim crow
at a local cafe, where the proprietor had refused them service because they
were Negroes. After the killings, Freeport police threw a cordon around
the bus terminal and stationed men with tommyguns and tear gas there,
sying that they wanted to “prevent a possible uprising of local Negroes.”
Investigation proved that none of the brothers was armed, and that they
were peaceably on their way from the cafe to the bus station when they were
attacked by the policeman. Witnesses, including two white women, made
affidavits that the brothers were not disorderly. The killer-policeman was
vxonerated by the Chief of Police and by the Nassau Grand Jury. An
investigation ordered by Governor Dewey after five months of organized
protest, whitewashed the police, the grand jury which refused to indict the
policeman, and the District Attorney of Nassau County. The investigation
also denied the lawyer for the slain brothers’ families the right to cross-
examination and the right to put specific questions to witnesses.

Vebruary g—Pvr. NATHANIEL JacksoN was shot to death by a guard with a
tornmygun at the U.8. Disciplinary Barracks at Granwville, Wisconsin, after
u group of prisoners complained that meat had been omitted from their
lunch. Two other Negroes not named in newspaper accounts, were injured
in the ensuing attack by guards.

l'ebruary 11.~Accused of a robbery and murder that had occurred on Febru-
wene of the crime. The U.S. Supreme Court set aside the decision but
ary 11, 1946, Epwarp PaTTon was sentenced to die by the criminal court
of Lauderdale County, Mississippi. Autorneys for Patton showed that his
“confession” had been forced from him, he had been grilled for three con-
secutive days, and had been twice taken to the woods to be shown the

| )
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Patton was again convicted at Meridian, Mississippi, in Sept., 1948.

February 17~Tmvoray Hoop, veteran, was shot to death in Bessemer,
bama, by a police chief. Previously, a street car conductor had fired five sh
into Hood’s body because Hood had attempted to pull down a jim ci
sign. Hearing that Hood was in a nearby house, wounded, the police ¢l
entered the home and fired into Hood’s brain. The Bessemer coroner call
the acts “justifiable homicide.”

February 25—Five hundred National Guardsmen swarmed into the Ne
section of Columbia, Tennessee, firing riot guns and other fircarms, Pa
opened up with machine guns on the Negroes barricaded in their ho
Every Negro business establishment in the two black business areas
completely wrecked. '

The terror against the Negro community (Mink Slide) began offici
the day before when Mrs. GrLapys StepHENsoN and her son JamEs, a veter
had an aigument with a radio repair man. The repair man kicked af
slapped Mrs. Stephenson and tore the sleeves out of her coat. Her son, James
Stephenson, came to her defense and was arrested immediately and beaﬂ
by the police. As a lynch mob formed on Court Square, friends spiri
James Stephenson and his mother out of the state and the Negro commun
prepared to defend itself from attack and prevent any lynchings from
curring. A large number of Negroes were arrested and jailed.

WirLrLiam Goroon and James Jomnson were shot and killed on Februt;z
28 by police while they were being held in jail. Napoleon Stewart was 4
shot and wounded while in jail. The three were shot by five policemen #l
three-yard range. Gordon and Johnson might have been saved after lﬁ
shooting had they been taken at once to the City Hospital. But this hospi
was for “whites only” and they were driven over rough roads 43 miles i
Nashville instead.

Joun BrackwsLr was nearly killed by police beatings. An all-white Maury
County Grand Jury began to hand down indictments against members of the
Negro community on March 23. Subsequent legal events took place over §
period of many months,

The trial itself was characterized by Vincent Sheean, special writer for the
New York Herald Tribune, as a “travesty of justice.” It was proved by thi
defense that the Negroes in the area had good reason to fear a lynching singh
the area had a record of many. It was further proved by the defense thil
James Stephenson had been removed from the jail and sent out of the stat
only a short time before a lynch mob collected at the jail demanding hiy
life; that the mob gathered at Court Square spoke openly of lynch plank
The defense also presented more than 200 witnesses, Negro and white,
prove that Negroes are systematically excluded from the grand and pell
juries of that county. The trial judge refused to eliminate prospective jurof
who admitted past or present membership of the Klan: those who said thiy
approved of the Klan’s activities, or those who said they would give lefh
credgnee to a Negro than to a white witness.

February 25~Kzenny Lone, veteran, was shot to death by a highway patrl
man in El Campo, Texas. Together with his brother, Meron Lone, alil
a veteran, and a cousin, Cossy Crav. Kenny Long was at a filling statiol
drinking soda pop. A white lounger began to order Clay about, then called
a police car. A deputy sheriff in the car stated: “Don’t you know I hate i
goddam n—-r?” The three white officers began slapping and punching the
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three Negroes, and one of them shot Kenny Long dead. Meron Long and
Coshy Clay were handcuffed, beaten and arrested.

March 12.—James Lewrs, 14, and CrarLes Truperr, 15, condemned to death
at Meaduville, Mississippi. They were charged with a pistol slaying, and
indicted, tried and convicted—all in one day. The case was appealed to the
Mississippi Supreme Court, which overruled a suggestion of error in the
trial. They were refused a pardon by Governor Fielding Wright, and were
f‘xecuted.

\pring—A Veteran’s Justice Committee met April g, 1946, to press an investi-
pation into the killing of two members of the 1310th Engineer Regiment on
May 22, 1945 in Camp Lucky Strike, St. Valerie, France. The two were
Pre. Arcen Lerrrinee and T/5 Frank Grenn. They were shot dead while
unarmed by two white guards posted at a Red Cross tent ‘with orders to
keep Negroes from talking to French girls employed there. Court-martial
proceedings had absolved the killers. At a subsequent hearing before the
Veteran’s Administration, Alfred A. Ducketr, formerly of the r3toth cavalry,
testified that there had been prejudice against Negro soldiers at the camp.
He also stated that a French civilian employee on the post had told him
that the guards had orders to prevent Negro GIs from talking with French
women.

April.—Grores Corrivs, a Negro shore patrolman, was killed early in April,
1946 at the Navy Marine base at Mcdlester, Oklahoma, by a local police
officer. Collins had been stationed at the naval ammunition depot. Negroes
in the community stated that Collins’ death was the third such incident
since the establishment of the Navy Marine Base a few years previously,
They declared that the city police carried on a veritable reign of terror
against the Negro shore patrolmen; that on numerous occasions they
swooped down on the Negro section, making searches and seizures with-
out warrants,

May 1.—At a secret meeting of the Ku Klux Klan’s Klavalier Klub whipping
squad held at the klavern No. 1, 198}, Whitehall Street, Arlanta, Georgia,
“Chief Ass-Tearer” Cliff Vittur warned the Klavaliers to be more careful,
criticizing them for using the cab of a Negro cab driver they had killed a
short time before, and for not wiping their fingerprints from the steering
wheel. Had he not called a “brother Klansman™ on the police force ta wipe
the wheel, the Klavaliers involved would be in “hot water,” Vittur said.
Atlanta newspapers the day following the lynching reported merely that
the body of a Negro man had been found on Pryor Road, “apparently the
victim of an auto accident.” Inside reports on this Klavalier meeting were
turned over to the Georgia Department of Law and the Federal Bureau
of Investigation by Stetson Kennedy, of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation,
but no prosecution was forthcoming,

May 18 —WiLLiam ArTrUR was killed in Baltimore, Maryland, while allegedly
resisting arrest by police officers. The following day, May 19, WiLsur
BunpLey was killed by an officer. Nine witnesses stated that he was shot
in the back while running. A few days later, Isaac Jackson was shot and
killed by a policeman. A number of organizations began a protest against
consistent police brutality in Baltimore.

[une~—Fyiiriorr Brooks of Gretns, Louisiana, was killed by the Gretna chief
of police because he “knew too much” concerning the disappearance of
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another Negro who was a prisoner, according to affidavits filed with

Gretna branch of the NAACP.

July—Surrer MaTTHEWS was killed in Moultrie, Georgia some time in July
1946, according to a county coroner’s report made on July 31, 1946. Thi
killers had laid. the corpse across the tracks of the Georgia Northern Rail
road, but Matthews was already dead, killed with a blunt instrument.

July 17—Pvr. SamueL Hicks was discovered dying of a fractured skull on §
road near Geiger Army Field near Spokane, Washingron. A white soldie
stated that he had seen Hicks slugged by two whites and left on the road
There had been feeling against Negro soldiers at the field for some tim
When Hicks’ death was discovered on July 17, 1946, Negroes started |
search for the killers. Then a force of white MPs, armed with guns, clubs
and tear gas, invaded the areca. One MP carefully aimed and fired at a flet
ing Negro soldier. Two tear gas bombs were tossed into the Negro soldiers
quarters.

July 20—One of the comparatively few Negroes who voted in the 194
Georgia elections was a veteran, Macio Snipes. Snipes voted in Rupert]
district of Taylor County. On July 20, 1946 he was dragged from his hom
and killed by four white men. He died of pistol wounds. The killers werl
freed. The killing of Snipes was one of the first fruits of the election cam
paign waged by Eugene Talmadge. Talmadge had warned Negroes to keg)
away from the polls. One of the methods used to intimidate the Negro con
munity was the posting of signs on Negro churches which read: “The firg
Negro to vote will never vote again.”

July 24.—The body of Lron McTarie was found in a Sunflower County
bayou near Lexington, Mississippi. The condition of the body showed tha
McTatie had been lynched. Six white men were charged with whippin
him to death for stealing a saddle. They were acquitted by a jury after te
minutes deliberation.

July 25.—Mr. anp Mzs. Roger MarcoLm and Mr. anp Mrs. Georce Dorsi
were lynched near Monroe, Georgia. Dorsey was a World War II veteral
A group of 20 to 30 white men beat the two women, then lined the fou
against trees and shot them dead with a sixty-shot broadside from rifles
pistols and shotguns. Roger Malcolm, a sharecropper, had quarreled will
his landlord about the disposition of the crop. Malcolm had also objectes
to advances made to his wife by a member of the landlord’s family. After
the quarrel, a lynch mob gathered on July 14. It dispersed, but gathere
again on July 25. Eugene Talmadge, white supremacy candidate for go
ernor of Georgia made an official visit to the landlord’s family. The Federal
Government investigated, but took no action against anyone. Walter Whit
secretary of the NAACP, revealed on August 6, 1946, that Atty. Gen. Ton
Clark had the names of six men charged with the lynching in his possession: |
On October 28, 1946, Clark told the Herald Tribune forum in regard &
the Monroe lynchings that “the jurisdiction of the federal governmen
dcpendsupon a thin thread of law. The Federal statutes give me the powel
to prosecute only when a person has been deprived of a federally secured
right. The right of life, liberty and property, the Supreme Court ha
repeatedly held, is not a federally secured right.” The federal jury reported
in December that it was unable to find anyone “guilty of violating the civi
rights statute.”

July 29—Harrison Jomnson, sharecropper, was shot to death near Eazonton
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Georgia. His body was perforated with six revolver bullets and he was
heaten with a gun butt. The slaying took place on the highway and the
killer was given his freedom at once by the sheriff. .

August—James WaLker was shot dead by a hail of bullets as he sat on his
father’s porch at Elko, South Carolina. The shots were fired by a white
filling station owner and his brother who had quarrelled with Walker.

August 3—Joun J. GiLeerT, chalk mill worker, was found shot to death by
the roadside near his home at Gordon, Georgia. Investigation showed that
he had been active in the work of union organization and was killed on his
way to work by whites who hated unions.

August 3—Buppy WoLr was murdered by a deputy sheriff in Hattiesburg,
Mississippi.

August 3—~While his mother stood 100 yards away, J. C. FarMer, a veteran,
was shot dead near Bailey, North Carolina, by a posse of twenty to twenty-
five men who swooped down on him in eight cars. Farmer had been waiting
for a bus when he was attacked by a policeman, and a scuffle started. Farmer
was lynched one hour later.

August 8—Joun C. Jones, a veteran, was lynched on August 8, 1946, near
Minden, Louisiana, shortly after his release from jail when a charge against
him collapsed. On August 15 his lash-welted body was found in a lake two
miles from Minden, indicating that floggers had operated on Jones before
he was dumped in the lake. The deputy coroner reported “multiple bruises
and contusions apparently made by a wide leather belt or a thick strap.” At
the same time and in the same place, ALserT Harris, Jr., 17 years old, was
shot at by the Iynchers. He feigned death until they had quit the scene and
then he fled the state. Young Harris’ father, Aveert Harris, Sk., was beaten
by Minden maobsters in an attempt to force him to tell his son’s whereabouts,
Investigation showed that when Jones returned from the army, he began
suit to recover the rights to oil-producing land owned by his grandfather and
lcased to an oil syndicate. The land was producing thousands of barrels of
oil per month for’ which Jones’ family received less than $1 monthly. In
lFebruary 1947, six white men including the Minden chief of police were
identified as Jones’ lynchers by Albert Harris, Jr. Two of the six, deputy
sheriffs, went on trial in Shreveport before a federal jury. Young Harris told
the jury how he saw the lynchers beat and burn Jones with a blow torch.
Ie saw Jones” wrists chopped off with a cleaver; he saw Jones’ eyes pop out
of his head from the white-hot flame of the torch. Young Harris also told
how he and Jones had been released from the Minden jail into the arms of
4 waiting mob. Both Harris, Jr. and Harris, Sr. had to be closely guarded
by a number of U.S. marshals during the trip to Shreveport and during the
trial, because of KKK violence let loose in the area. All of the accused
lynchers were freed.

Seprember 27 —~Warter Lre Jonnsown, a veteran, was fatally wounded in
Atlanta, Georgia, by a street car motorman. Johnson was standing on an

Atlanta street when the street car drew to a stop. Johnson recognized one of
the passengers inside and called out to him jokingly., The motorman thought
the joke was meant for him, he left the car, stepped to the sidewalk, and
shot Johnson dead. The motorman was freed.

October~Berry Branca, elderly Negro citizen of Houston, Texas, was killed
by a bus driver.

November 1.~Jose Aprano TrujiLLo Strjas, a veteran, and the adopted son
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of the brother of President Rafael Trujille of the Dominican Republic, w
shot to death by a deputy sheriff in Bunmnell, Florida. Young Seijas hat
protested Jim Crow practices in a local cafe. The deputy sheriff had beg
called to the cafe by phone. He went up to Seijas who was seated in hi
awn car outside the cafe and shot him through the chest.

November 2.—Cuanies W. Scorr died in the prison infirmary in Washington,
D, C. Injured in the crash of an allegedly stolen car, Scott was taken (o
the hospital where he received twenty minutes of treatment. When he aps
peared in court, the judge ordered that he be returned to the hospital as he'
was too ill to remain in court. Fle was brought back to court on that same
day, but the judge again ordered him taken away for treatment. He died
within twenty-four hours. The National Negro Congress and other organis
zations demanded a full investigation of why Scott had not been kept in the
hospital and whether Scott was beaten in jail after a policeman involved i

the crash had died.

November 15—A seventy-fiveman sherif’s posse hunted down and killed®

Grorce Hivw, a sharecropper, at Toomsboro, Georgia.

December~—~WiLLiam Daniers, a veteran, was shot to death in Westfield,
Alabama, a small mining town outside Birmingham. It was near Christmay,

and Daniels was doing some shopping in the Tennessee Coal, Iron and

Railroad commissary store. A white woman employee complained that

Daniels had jostled her. In response to her complaint, a guard called Daniely
outside the store and shot him dead.

December —Nine white farmers charged with the lynching of James Epwarn
Persow in Danwille, Illinois, in October, 1942, entered a plea of nolo cons
tendere and were ordered to pay a fine of $200 each and court costs.

1947

February 17—~WiLLie EarLe was removed from the county jail at Pickens,
South Carolina, by an armed mob and lynched between Pickens and Green:
ville, South Carolina. Earle was being held in jail on a chatge of robbing
and wounding a Greenville cab driver. The mob had received Earle from
the hands of the jailer and when the lynching was over, they dumped his
knife-ripped, shot-sieved body near a rural slaughterhouse. The head was
gaping with shot gun wounds on both sides and the torso had been mutilated
by knives. A telephone call to the Greenville mortuary told where Farles
remains could be found. Thirty-one white men, twenty-nine of them taxi
drivers, were arrested, and full confessions obtained from twenty-six, At the
trial in Greenville, most of the members of the lynch party admitted their
share in the deed. They said they had gone to Pickens in cight or nine cabs
and abducted Earle, that en route to the lynching several of them had
beaten Earle in the car. He was then knifed five times and blasted to death
with a shotgun. All the mob was freed, although twenty-six signed confes-
sions describing their plan to do the deed and its actual commission.

May —Sardis, Georgia. Joe Nataax Roperts, 23-year-old veteran, was shot to
death when he faéled to say “yes sir” to a white man. A student at Temple
University in Phifadelphia on the G.I. Bill of Rights, Roberts was visiting
relatives. No one was tried for the killing.

Muay—Hgenry GiLeerT was beaten to death in the county jail near La Grange,
Georgiz. No one was tried.

' July.~
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Muy 4. —Camp Hill, Alabama. Mrs. May Novzs, 22-year-old pregnant mother
of three children was shot to death by Albert Huey. Mrs. Noyes was only
one victim of Huey’s one-man reign of terror in the Negro community after
lie had an argument with a Negro veteran, AusTraLia Farrow. Huey shot
up the Negro community, beat and slapped several Negro men and women,
ind when Mrs. Noyes ran away from him, he shot her in the” hwip. She
dumped to the street and Huey kicked her, shouting “get up. She got
up and as she began to run, Huey shot her again in the back. She crawled on
to the porch of a white woman, Mrs. Emory Reeves, and died there. Huey
was arrested, but was later reteased on $1o00 bail and no charges were ever
placed against him. Instead Farrow was charged with.attempted murder
and the testimony of Huey was used to jail and frame him.

Muy 5. —The United States Supreme Court denied the appeal of the two Negro
children, James Lzwis, Jr., 14, and CHARLES TRUDELL? 15, of Nazckfz,
Mississippi. The boys had been convicted of killing a white farmer in 1946.
I'hey were electrocuted after the denial by the Supreme Court. (See 1946)

May 9. —Eighteen-year-old WiLLie Francrs of St. Martinsville, Lam‘smmz, went
io the electric chair for the second time. The [irst attempt at his execution
lad been on May 3, 1946 but the electric switch had failed to operate. Many
orpanizations tried to save him on the ground that a second attempt at
tlectrocution would be “cruel and inhuman treatment.” No court would
grant the plea and Francis died in the chair.

Muy 24 —ErnesT Giisgrt, 68-year-old farmer, was shot to death_ at his home
in Gretna, Virginia. Three unmasked white men entered Gilbert’s hqme
and demanded the right to look into his safe. When he refused permission,
they attacked him. When he defended himself, they riddled him with
hullets, killing him with five pistol wounds.

Muay 27—~The body of WirLiam Prrrman, taxi driver, was found, horribly
mutilated on the side of a country road near Rocky Mount, North Carolina.
Ie had been dead.for some time. The story was hushed up, but a report
was given to officials of the National Negro Congress on May 27, 1947.
Pittman was believed to have been the victim of lynchers. His head was
hushed in, the legs and arms were severed and the body split open. His taxi
was discovered in the nearby woods.

liune 7—WiLLie G. Anprews was shot and killed in Warrenton, North Caro-
lina, by Police Chief Will Carter of Norlina, who claimed Andrews tried to
ieize his gun.

lune 30.—Louisiana. WesLey Tuomas, 31, Negro woodchopper, was shot in
the back and killed by W. D. Thompson, 21-year-old white. Thomas had
engaged in an argument that morning with a white farmer for whom he
worked and from whom he was asking back pay. A posse was looking for
him when Thompson found him and shot him as he was running toward
his house. “He tried to run into the house and T let him have it,” Thompson
mid. He was exonerated on the grounds that there were weapons in the
house towards which Thomas was running,

-Eriyan MyLes, 21, was shot in the back by Ferdinand ]J. Mohr, fore-

man of the Orleans Parish, Lowisiana, Agricultural Dump. Dr. George

I'asting, pathologist at the Charity Hospital of New Orleans declared the

fatal bullet had entered Myles’ back though Mochr claimed the dead man

threatened him. In spite of this evidence, a no-true bill was returned in the
case,
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July 11.—Eight Negro prisoners in the Anguilla Stockade, Brunswick, Georjl
were mowed down by pistol and rifle fire. The men were part of a gro
of twenty-seven that had refused to work in a snake-infested swamp la
without hoots. Back at the camp Warden W. G. Worthy became enraj
with the men, opened fire and was joined in the massacre by four oth
guards. Two other Negroes were wounded.

July 17—WiLLiam Brown, 83, was slain by Charles Ventril, game warden
Point Coupee Parish, Louisiana. Brown was hunting at the time, as W
his daily custom for many years. Ventril, white game warden, came alol
and engaged Brown in an argument concerning the contents of his hunti
bag, took him to the edge of the woods, and shot him in the back of
head. The warden is alleged to have walked to a nearby white sharecropj
and told him, “I just shot a nigger. Let his folks know.” This slaying W
uncovered by a white labor union official. According to him the offi¢
coroner’s report stated: “The Negro’s gun was cocked; the killing was jusl
fiable because the warden shot in sclf-defense.”

August—VERsiE JonNsoN, 35-year-old saw mill worker of Prentiss, Mississiy
was shot to death by a posse after he had been accused of raping a wh
woman. Three white law officers were arrested and charged with
slaughter. They were exonerated. _

August 11.—JaMeEs WALKER, Jr. was shot by a white man, Bill Craig, afti
an altercation with a group of Craig’s friends. Craig was later exonerat
by a Coroner’s jury, which ruled justifiable homicide. i

October 12—BeverLy Leg, 13-year-old youth, was shot by Policeman Laou
Begin of Dezroir, Michigan. Mrs. Francis Vonbatten of 1839 Pine testifi
that she saw the dead youth and another walking down the street, saw 1
squad car approach. She heard “Stop, you little so-and-so” and then a sh
The officer was subsequently cleared by Coroner Lloyd K. Babcock.

November 6,~Roranp T. Price, 20-year-old veteran, was shot to death
Rochester, New York, by six patrolmen who fired a total of twenty-five b
lets into his body. Price had just come from seeing the “Freedom Train
and was short-changed in the Royal Palm Restaurant. He argued with tl
bartender who called Policeman William Hamill. Hamill rushed into th
restaurant, drew his gun, forced Price into the street, where he and the oth
officers began shooting. All were cleared.

November 15—WaLTErR PaLmer of Edwards, Mississippi, a Negro veterd
was shot dead after being arrested at a party. Palmer was shot in the ba
and the officer claimed he tried to escape.
Case was reported to Atty. Gen. Clark.

November 16—Raymonp Couser was walking down Montrose Street |

him with a drawn revolver, Cacurro fired, Couser staggered, wounded. T}
patrolman fired three more shots and Couser dropped dead. The patrolma
claimed he had been dispatched to the Couser home after being notifig
of a quarrel and that he shot Couser because he thought Couser was armel
November 16—CuarLes FrLetcher of Philadelphia was slain by Patrolmi
Manus McGettingan who claimed he shot after receiving a call about i
prowler. Fletcher worked at the Exide Battery Co. for ten years and had i
police record.
November 23—CuarLEs Smure was slain by Marvin Matthews and Wyall
Adams in Lillington, North Carolina, while they engaged in a reign ol
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jerror in the Negro community. At the same time, the terrorists shot DaNIEL
|1 Brasror. They shot from a car and attempted to run other Negroes
down. Eugene Williams, William Talton, A. E. Wo9ds, Robert Perry and
several other Negroes likewise testified that the terrorists had attacked them
previously. A Harnett County jury freed the men after deliberating 27
ninutes.

e ember—ELmore Bottine, 30, was found riddled with shot gun and

pistol shots in Lowndesboro, Alabama. Clark Luckie, a white man who
tuimed the Negro had insulted his wife over the telephone, was arrested for
the killing, but was later released.

December v7.—Craries Curry, 23, was slain by Nolan O. Ray, Dallas, Texas

policeman, during an altercation on a trolley bus. Ray, in civilian clothes
it the time, had ordered a Negro who had sat down beside him to move.
The Negro passengers became incensed and Ray jumped to his feet, drew
his revolver, and ordered all Negroes to “take your hands out of your
wockets.” When Curry did not comply fast enough, Ray shot him dead.
ilc claimed he thought he saw Curry drawing a knife from his pocket.
I'here was no weapon found on the dead man, however. According to wit-
nesses, Curry had neither moved nor spoken during the entire incident. Two
days after the slaying, Police Chief Carl Hansen dismissed Ray from the
lorce. He was subsequently indicted for murder.

1948

lunuary 28.—~Jamzes Harmon, Camden, New [ersey, 30-year-old censtruction
worker, was arrested and held incommunicado for twenty-five days. He then
dicd under mysterious circumstances at Lakeland General Hospital. Harmon
was arrested by Patrolmen William Yeager and Joseph Hooven and booked
as drunk and disorderly. But relatives and friends declared Harmon was a
iectotaller. When he died his eye was swollen and the cause of death was
sdmitted to be blood poisoning, after officials first claimed he died of heart
disease. A severe beating was suspected at the hands of police.

Vebruary 2.—~Groree Tromas, Negro youth, was shot dead by a Kosciusko,
Mississippi policeman who claimed he tried to escape after being arrested.
(ase was reported to Atty. Gen. Clark.

Vebruary 27—~Roy CyriL Brooks, member of Local 309, Food, Tobacco and
Agricultural Workers, was shot down in cold blood in the crowded bright
sunlit public square of Greina, Louisiana. Brooks murderer was a uni-
formed policeman, Alvin Bladsacker. Brooks had become involved in a
minor altercation with the driver of a bus. Bladsacker, a traffic cop in the
wquare, heard the driver’s raised voice, entered the bus, and immediately
ilugged Brooks across the back of his head. Blood spurted from the base
of Brooks® skull, and Bladsacker then prodded him out of the bus, announc-
ing that he was going to take him to the police station. As they walked
down the square, Bladsacker hauled out a .38 revolver and held it against
Brooks’ back. Brooks half turned and attempted to tell the policeman that
he had done nothing wrong. Bladsacker shot him twice. Brooks fell on his
back in the street and forty minutes later he was dead. The original incident

with the bus driver had been this: a Negro woman passenger, after paying

ler nickel fare, discovered she was on the wrong bus and asked for her
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into snake infested ditch. Prisoner refused, was severely beaten and died.

fune 5.—IxE CRAWFORD, 29-year-old prisoner in the Richmond County, Georgia
slockade, died after he was beaten to a pulp by guards David L. Turper,
Iorace Wingard, and Alvin Jones. The men were indicted for “prison
brutality.” A coroner’s jury, however, reported that Crawford died of a
liver disease. .

fune 12—JEsse JerrErson of Jackson, Georgia, was slain on his farm, after
drunken woman when Blaylock came up behind him and struck him in | iwo white men drove up behind his wagon and accused him of not giving
head. He died almost instantly. them room to pass by. ' )

March 7—RavrieLp Davis, 35, was slain by Horace Miller during a “d MJ‘J |2.T-IAMES Burrs, 23, was sla.m by policemen R. C. Wooddal! and S. il
rights squabble.” A Mobile County (Alabama) Grand Jury freed the kil Kelly in Greenville, South Carolina. Burts was beaten to death with a black-

Week of March 21.—~EvLis Hupson of Nacogdoches, Texas, 50, was shol jack and a night ‘snck and died in Gel}qral Hospital. Dr.. ]. R”. Bryson, Jr.
death by a Texas constable, one Heppenstead. Hudson had come to col wid Burts was “in a pretty bad condition when he arrived.” A General
to arrange bail for his son, Ellis, Jr., who had been beaten by the same offi Sessions Court jury freed the policeman in November. .
when the boy did not address him as “sir.” July 14 —WiLLie Mivton, of Brooklyn, New York, was shot in tl:xe back by

Week of March 21.—SamuiL Bacon, 55, was shot to death in a Fayette, B airolman Kileommens. Milton, a tenane leader in his community, had an

altercation with a local bartender who assaulted him and two friends and

sissippi jail by Town Marshal S. D. Coleman. Bacon, an employee of A
Firestone Rubber Co. of Akron, Ohio, had been arrested and taken fi¢ whused them with racist epithets. Jor Mivton, the dead man’s bro_ther, was
heaten by police in the Bedford Ave. station, who tried to make him admit

a bus while on his way to Natchez, Miss., to visit relatives.
lie started a fracas in the bar.

March 27,—Ixr Mapven, 27, was slain by Birmingham, Alabama police i .
claimed he was “resisting arrest.” August—Jor W. Perkins, 26, was killed by Birmingham, Alabama police wi‘_lo
March 29.—]Jorn Jonnsow, 50, was slain by Birmingham, Alabama police W mid he was trying to escape. He was the ninth Negro slain by police in
the past four months.

claimed he was “resisting arrest.”
Week of April 4—Oris Newsom, of Wilson, North Carolina, 25-year-old y Aupust 21.—HerMAN Burns, Negre war veteran was beaten to df:ath by
Los Angeles police outside the La Veda Ballroom. At the same time, his

veteran and father of three children, was shot and killed by N. C. Strid 1 e W
land, gas station operator. Strickland killed Newsom after the Negro ¢ brothers Julius and John were attacked by several police. Mrs. Virginia
manded that he properly service his car with brake fluid he had just lurns, the widow of the slain man sued the city for $200,000 naming
chased. Mayor Bowron, Police Chief Clement Horrall, and Asst. Chief Joseph Reed
April 19.—~Avmas Suaw, of Birmingham, Alabama, was killed during a fig av being derelict in their duty for failing to suspend or discharge the
liller cops.

with police. Police claimed he ran and that when they caught him, he | .
his head on the base of stone building. Killing was third in three weeks \eptember 6.—Isaian Nixon, 28-year-old veteran, was killed in Momgome{fy
police, as terrorist group Black Raiders resumed operations. (‘ounty, Ga. in the presence of his wife and children after h_e had voted in
April 27—Marion Frankrin NosLg, 19, was slain by Birmingham, Alaba the September 6 primary. A jury freed M. L. Iohr_lson, the killer.
policeman C. L. Borders who claimed the youth attacked him when | Nfcrr-mber 26—Hosea W. AvLen of Tampa, Florida, was shot to death by
was arresting him. ictor Pinella, proprictor of a beer tavern, when Allen asked to be served a
hottle of beer. Justice of the Peace Spicola freed Pinella.

April 30—EvceENE Warp, 1910 13th Avenue, Bessemer, Alabama, was shot : b
death by Patrolmen Lawton Grimes and Sam Montgomery. The cg Week of October 16.—Danny Bryanr, 37, of Covington, Louisiana, was shot
(0 death by policeman Kinsie Jenkins after Bryant refused to remove his

claimed Ward “resisted arrest and reached for a knife.”
lut in the presence of whites.

May 2.—Hosea Carter, of Sandy Hook, Mississippi, a Negro, was fou
dead of a shot gun blast in the chest. Deputy Sheriff T. W. White repott November 20~In Lyons, Georgia, Rosert MaLLarp, riding with his wife and
that a white man “whose name I don’t remember” killed Carter. Wh iwo teen-age relatives was ambushed and slain by a gang of over twenty
claimed that Carter and his brother Willie and a third Negro, Willis tobed terrorists. Mallard was shot several times before his ‘wife’s eyes. Mrs.
Harris, tried to enter a home and that a “neighbor” accosted them and sl Mallard identified two of the killers as Roderick L. Clifton and William L.
Carter, “He did what any decent white man would have done,” Wi IHowell, farmers. They were later acquitted. (Mrs. Mallard is a signer of
said of the unnamed murderer. The other two Negroes were jailed. this petition.)

May 5—Hznry Rocers of Harlem, New York City, was killed by 32nd Py
cinct Patrolman Thomas Hollinsworth. The policeman was calied to setl
an argument between Rogers and Clifton Smith, superintendent of a buil
ing at 301 West 1515t Street. Police claim Rogers attacked Hollinsworl
and he shot in self-defense.

May 23.—Augusta, Georgia. Prison guard ordered unidentified Negro priso
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nickel back. When the driver refused, Brooks gave her a nickel, she left, §
Brooks asked to ride on the woman’s already paid fare. It was while
driver was loudly refusing Brooks that Bladsacker heard him. A Commil
for Justice in the Brooks case protested and under pressure, Bladsacker
indicted for manslaughter. He was later released and put back on his |
Week of February 28,—James ToLLiver, 40, of Little Rock, Arkansas,
beaten to death by Policeman Blaylock. Tolliver was trying to helj

949

Pune hunting down suspects in assault case in Groveland, Florida, shot and
killed Ernest THomas in pine woods. Posse was made up of deputies.
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men, James Moore, James Kelum, and FEunice Gore were arrested and
ndicted in the killing.
‘p}y 4.t—CHRlSPIN CHAgRL‘E:S, a Navy veteran, was slain in New Orleans, La.
liy Patrolman E. Landry and E. Sahuc after they had arrested him durmg“a
lamily quarrel. The veteran was slain with six bullets after he protested, “I
linven't done anything.” ' o .
Mily 18.—Franx BaTes was “found” dead in a New Orleans jail cell. His body
was battered, his ribs crushed and broken, his eyes swol}er_l. Bates had becp
urrested after being picked up in the vicinity of the killing of a Catholic
priest. No proof was ever produced that he knew anything of t_h,e killing,
though a confession was third-degreed out of him. The coroner’s verdict
on his death was “malnutrition.” o )

July 20.—WaLTER DANDRIDGE, 32, Was killed by Birmingham, Alabama police.
{Iis mother, Mis. Susie Danpripce, 60, and his brothers Joun, 44, and
amis, 26, were wounded.

dl!gust.—hmas Scort, 56, of Peoria, lilinois was shot dead by Fred Lang,
s bartender in the Century Club. Scott had been assured by the proprietor
that he could be served, but the bartender took matters in his own haqu.
[1e ordered the Negro not to come into the club again and in the ensuing
urgument pulled a gun and shot Scott. The killer was sentenced to from
ix to 14 years. .

ﬂu.gust 10.4—YG‘F.0RGE WesTRAY, 31, was shot and killed in the Lincoln Hospital,
lironx, New York, by Patrolman Daniel McEnery, Westray had been previ-
ously beaten unmercifully. ‘

August 11.—James Perry, 41-year-old Negro unemployed war veteran, died
\n Homer G. Phillips Hospital, in St. Louis, Missouri, after being beaten
by four police officers. Cause of death was listed as intracranial hemorrhage.
Perry had been picked up by the four police on complaint of a park watch-
man, who tried to evict Perry from a small park in a Negro section, at
400 pam that afternoon. His companion, a Miss G. Burns, told Civil
Rights Congress representatives that police beat Perry about the head. She
had been threatened, she said, and was forced to leave the park. The in-
quest said cause of death was unknown, and evidence presented there
ioved the police charge of larceny against Perry to be false. (Police claimed
¢ had stolen soda from a soda wagon but the vendor testified it had been
stolen by children.) .

\eptember 1.—A 17-year-old youth, Davip Hanrey, was shotlu‘) death in
Lexington, Kentucky by Patrolmen William B. Foster and William Lewis.
The police claimed he tried to escape them. A Fayette Circuit Court jury
found them not guilty of murder.

Week of September 8—Hovs RiLEs, 53, prosperous owner of a 200-acre farm
was slain on his land at Bainbridge, Georgia by a group of white men.
Riles was slain after he ordered the men from his land when they tres-
passed to go fishing. Jesse Gordon, 2 Negro eye-witness said the murderers
drove away in two cars. Previously Riles had trouble from WthC men
trespassing on his land. He had been warned to leave the district, bL}t
refused. Sheriff A. E. White called the murder premeditated. The Georgia
Bureau of Investigation studied the case.
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They claimed Thomas was armed. Several teams of dogs were used to f
Thomas.
MavrcoLm WricHT, 45, tenant farmer of Howuston, Mississippi was beaten
death for allegedly not moving his wagon off the road fast enough to
white men in car pass.

Week of January 2.—Herman Grasper, 30, was shot and killed in Bry
County, Georgia, by State Trooper Corporal Dee E. Watson. Glasper |
been arrested on suspicion of being a hog thief. Sheriff E. W. Miles clain
that the shooting was an accident, that Watson shot when he stumbled ¥
some bushes.

January ro.—Jonun~ FerreLL, young Negro father of 25 Mulberry Street, Albal
New York, arrested on a misdemeanor charge, was found dead in the Fi
Police Precinct 10 minutes after being jailed. Police claimed Ferrell ha
himself. Ferrell, father of two children, had been arrested at his home, &
police began beating him when they took him away according to his wi
Mrs. Marguerite Ferrell.

January 16—Cuarves PHirer was shot in the back and killed in the home
his stepmother, Mrs. Anne Phifer, of the Bronx, New York. Patrolm
Eugene Stasiuk had been called to settle an argument and claimed Phi
attacked him. He failed to explain how he shot him in the back.

February 18.—Grorce WappELL was shot in the back and slain in his ha
by Brooklyn, New York, policemen who invaded it without warrant, w
no charges against him. The police claimed they were looking for a gambli|
game when they forced their way into Waddell’s home.

February 26.—An unidentified Negro prisoner was shot to death by a poll
man. The prisoner, who-was locked in a room with several officers in M
chester, Georgia, was shot three times in the back.

April 2—~Jim MrrcreLr, 65, and Inv Lee Parker, 18, were lynched nedl
Macon, Georgia, according to the confession made April 2nd by John Mg
Kinney, who implicated Louis DuBose. After dragging the Okmulgee Rivel,
Mitchell’s body was found with his throat slashed and his stomach ripps
open.

Week of April 10~Havss Kennepy, 45, died in a Birmingham, Alaban
hospital after he had been beaten in jail. Police Sheriff Lacey Alexand
claimed Kennedy fought with officers in the jail. !

May 3—WiLLiE Jomnson was shot to death by two Brunswick, Georgl
policemen who claimed that “he was looking suspiciously at a hous
Johnson, 58, had been a resident of Brunswick for fourteen years, wag
county employee, and a deacon of St. Paul’s Baptist Church. The case w
reported to the Civil Rights Section of the Justice Department by M
Constance Baker Motley. of the NAACP Legal Department.

May 30—CaLes HiLL, 28-year-old farm hand of Irwinton, Georgia, was taki
from the County jail by an armed mob and several hours later, his body wilk
found hanging near a creek. He had been shot through the heart seven
times, Hill was in the custody of Sheriff George Hatcher, charged
creating a disturbance and resisting arrest.

June 12.—Ricuarp Brown, and his cousin, James Tavior, were shot aml
killed in Harlem, New York City, by plainclothes no-badge Patrolm
Abraham Yudenfreund. No prosecution.

July 2—MavrcoLm WricHT, 45-year-old tenant farmer was slain near Housto
Mississippi, before his wife and four small children. Subsequently thr

(ctober 2—Linwoop MartHEWs, 19-year-old Negro was stabbed to death by
u gang of white mobsters who attacked him and six others of his athletic
tlub as they scueht to play football in Carroll Park of Baltimore, Maryland.
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The youths were attacked and chased from the park. They then went
another section of the park but were attacked again. This time Matthe
was slain. The mobsters fled before police arrived. .
November 4—Police of New Orleans and Jefferson Parish beat to death
year-old Evcene Jones. His wife Martha, 25, told how police, identified
Earl Rolling, Dick Massa, and a third unidentified officer, came to th
home in the dead of night and seized Jones. He was beaten before her ey
Jones was taken away. Then the officers returned and asked Mrs. Jo
for more clothes. She ran to the car and saw her husband on the [
covered with blood. The next day she was told he died of “natural cauy
November 12.—MicuatL Rick, 6g-year-old Negro farmer was shot and kil
by Leroy Parker and Roy Lawing in Walhalla, South Carolina. The mi
then robbed Rice of from $400 to $500 -and forced a terror-stricken
year-old Negro boy, Henry Davis, to remain with the corpse on pain
death. Parker confessed that they shot the farmer when he refused to el
them where his cotton money was,

Week of November 19—EUGENE Jongs, an ex-Marine, was beaten to de
by two Jefferson Parish, Louisiana Deputy Sheriffs in the Gretna jail. Jon
wife testified that he had been spirited away by four officers, and that wh
she called the jail a day later, she was told her husband was dead.

November 20—SamurL Lee WiLriams, 34 (who died Nov. 28), and 1
other Negroes were shot by a Birmingham, Alabama street car conduct
M. A. Weeks. Williams and the other Negroes argued with Weeks abg
being ordered to move into the car’s jim crow section, whereupon the ¢
ductor pulled his gun and fired. Police refysed to arrest or place amy
charges against the conductor. The wounded Negroes were Amos Crisi
24, and Joun Carvmveron III, 21.

December 31.—SamuEL TavLor, 38, Baldsville, Virginia farmer was mutilatél
to death by a group of whites. Frank Clayton, a white farmer was arrestell

Local reports charged that all the killers were known and that they includél
a woman.

1950

January 1~Grorce West was shot and killed by James W. Beaman, &
Harlem, New York policeman. Beaman was subsequently discharged |
the Police Department for “unsatisfactory conduct.” ;

January 8—Three Negro children, Rusy NeLL Harris, 4, Mary Burnsiog, |
and Frankie THurMAN, 12, of Kosciusko, Misssisippi, were slain by thi
white men, Leon Turner, Malcolm Whitt and Windol Whitt, who
raped PauLine THurMaN, 17, and shot Tuomas Harris, father and stejp
father of the children. Harris died later of his wounds, on April 12. Turngl
and Windol Whitt got life, while Malcolm Whitt got 10 years.

Mgs. Marmie DEBARDELEBEN, of Birmingham, Alabama, refused to sell son
chickens to three Federal revenue agents and a deputy sheriff. They heit
her and she died “of'a heart attack”™ on way to jail,

January 9 —NatHANIEL GRrACE, 28-year-old citizen of Brooklyn, New Yorly
died in the City Hospital of njuries following a forcible arrest by polieh
Essex County Medical Examiner Martland said that Grace did not sufff
any skull fracture or apparent brain injury. ‘

February 28 —Fernandina, Florida. Victim and another Negro, James Wil

i

| Uitober 20—Harvey WiLson of Vanndale, Arkansas was shot and killed by
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' {iams, 18, picked up by Deputy Sheriff Dave Stokes who intended to arrest
lhem for vagrancy. They told him they worked on a nearby farm. While
lriving around with the prisoners in his car, Stokes stopped at service
Jution to get friend, Reginald Johnson. Stokes claimed that L_1mdent1ﬁed
man grabbed his gun and began shooting, whereupon Johnson killed Negro
with shotgun. ) o

Mich 2.—Seventy-six-year-old James Turner, Negro Baptist minister, of
{uiro, Georgia, was found slain in his bed and his three young chlldrcp were
\lso found dead—all their heads smashed in with an axe. His wife said that
wmeone dressed in a white garment that looked like a gown ran after her.
Hhe escaped and went to the police.

Wuy 8.—Tuurmonn Towns, 1g-year-old garment worker of the Bronz, New
Yort was killed in New York City, by police of the 32nd Precinct. Towns
was shot in the St. Nicholas Park after police claimed he ran when they
wught to question him about a purse snatched from a woman passerby.
T'owns, however, was found to have a large sum of money in the bank, and
wis known as a model citizen and unionist.

'unr s.—An unidentified Negro man was beaten to death in the Was{:ing;orz,
[). C. penitentiary. Attested to by fellow prisoners. No mention of incident
in press.

“mu'lxg.—»LDuENzo Best, 32, of Anniston, Alabama, was killed with ‘fou’l:
hullets by Police Sgt. J. D. Thomas. A coroner called it “justifiable homicide.
dupust—Lerovy FoLey died in Breckinridge County Hospital, Hardinsburg,
Kentucky, after he and two other Negroes lay on the floor three hours and
were refused medical attention for automobile injuries. The other Negroes
were Jessie WarLLace and Joun H. Smrrs. According to Nurse Betty Graves,
ihey were put on the floor “because we don’t have facilities for colored
weople.” Foley died an hour after his arrival. To get the men out of the
‘mspital a Negro ambulance service was called from a distance of seventy
miles, and arrived after three hours. Jesse Lawrence, the driver of the am-
hulance, charged: “The blood had not even been wiped from their faces.
[eir shoes had not been removed, and their belts had not been loosened ™
The hospital sent the injured men bills for $11.50 and $1.50 for the telephone

ll to get the ambulance.

. Week of October 7—Morms Scorr was slain in Linden, Alabama by William

R. Welch and George Baker. Welch admitted firing the shotgun blast that
Lilled Scott in his home. County Sheriff T. Wilmer Shields declined to
llisclose a motive for the killing.

Uetober 20—SamugL Eruss, Navy veteran of Philadelphia was slain by a
tookie cop on a subway. Ellies died an hour after being admitted to Hahne-
man Hospital.

W. M. Stokes during an argument over the purchase of a small amount of
voal oil. Stokes was arrested and charged with first degree murder.

November 1.—James R, Crarg, 28-year-old former policeman, received ten
months in an Opelika, Alabama, Federal Court on the charges of violating
the civil rights of a Negro he and another policeman, Doyle Mitchum, had
heaten to death while holding him under arrest. Both were acquitted of the
murder of WiLtie B. CaruisiE, 19, of Lafayette. They beat him to death
with a rubber hose. Mitchum got six months.

ecember—Sam Jones, 35, San Pedro, California, construction worker and
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member of AFL Laborers’ Local 802 was beaten to death by Policeny
James R. Graham and Richard W. Clare. At the same time, they seve
beat Jones’ companion, NaruanieL Rav, 46, shipbuilder and member’
CIO Shipyard Workers Local 9. Ray is the father of eight children,
policemen claimed the men drew knives after being arrested for drunkenngh
December 3 —Joun DEerrick, veteran just discharged from Fort Dix, N,
was shot down in Harlem, New York City, at 119th Street and Eig
Avenue, by Patrolmen Louis Palumbo and Basil Minakotis attached to
28th Precinct. Derrick was slain with his hands in the air. The policenifl
were subsequently cleared by the New York County Grand Jury. ‘
December 8—Martiew Avery, 24, student at the North Carolina A. and I
College, died after an auto accident and being refused admittance to )
Hospital at Durham, North Carolina. Duke doctors said there wag it

space for Avery and he died an hour later, while being transferred &
another hospital.

December 12.—Rosrrr J. Evans, 86, was shot by Norfolk, Virginia Patrolmil
E. M. Morgan who claimed the old man pulled a knife on him. Evans Wi
shot when Morgan accosted him during an alleged search for a milh
involved in a knifing. '

Week of December 23—Kziry Gist of Wake County, North Carolinag Wi
slain near Raleigh, by a former convict and parolee, N. G. Williams, whe
shot him point blank in the chest with a 20-gauge shotgun. Willial
claimed Gist cursed at him. Williams was arrested and held without ba

December 29—Frep PrerTyMAN, 28, of Birniingham, Alabama, was slain
police, who claimed he tried to escape. Coroner Joe Hildebrand immedial y
called it *justifiable homicide.” Prettyman was the ffth Negro slain I
police since Feb. 9, 1950, and the eleventh slain in the state since January W

—

1951
January 13 —AnorEW Jounson, 19, was killed by Chicago police in the o
tral Station, The young worker was arrested and charged with the mu(a:
of Coleman Hairston, a barber, during a holdup, but Sonny Porter,
porter in the shop, said Johnson did not look like the holdup man. Portelh
testimony was barred by Coroner A. L. Brodie. Johnson was picked up
Edward Cagney and Joseph Corcoran, policemen, wha gave him the thil
degree in the station. He was dead by 3:30 p.m. after being arrested thil
morning. He died of internal injuries including a lacerated liver. Pl
said, “he just keeled over and died.”
b

January 19.—Borey Lir Joyner, 17-year-old high school student was slain
Police Chief J. A. Wheeler and Policeman W. E. Williford who pun|
seven bullets into the youth’s body, claiming he tried to attack them wit '-ll
knife, in La Grange, North Carolina. The Greensboro Record and th
Raleigh News and Observer demanded that the officer be prosecuted. The
were cleared by a Grand Jury.

February 2 and 5~The Martinsville Seven Negroes were electrocuted I
Richmond, Virginia for a grime they could not have committed, accordil |
to the evidence. The alleged crime was rape of a white woman who i
since disappeared. They were Clabon Taylor, Frank Hairston, Jr., Joe Hem

Hm_npzon, James Harston, Booker T. Millner, Francis Grayson, |. |
Hairston. (Mrs. Josephine Grayson, widow of the executed Francis Gy

son and the mother of five children, is onc of the present petitioners.)
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lebruary 6—Dr. M. A. Santa Cruz, prominent dentist, was beaten to death
In Palaski, Virginia by two hoodlums when he sought to protect two Negro
pirls they were molesting. Police arrested Charles Simmons, 20, and E.
liuford Owen, 18, and charged them with murder. A taxi driver, Hubert
Matthews Costigan, is charged with “aiding and abetting” since he carried
them from the scene of the crime. The girls, Evelyn Bland, 17, and Marie
I'rench, 14, were accosted by the hoodlums and manhandled. When Dr.
santa Cruz intervened and went to a police call box, the youths attacked
him from behind. He later died in an ambulance.

Fbruary 7—~The bodies of four Negroes slain under mysterious circumstances
were found in Edgecomd and Nash Counties, North Carolina. The body
ol Jounw MeLvIN, 50, was found on a farm in Edgecomb. WrirLianm BarrLe,
19, was found on his door steps. Both were nude and partially burned. The
body of G. W. BatcurLor, 80, was found in a corn crib. The one-year-old
wn of Tom Georet Barrie was found dead in bed and Battle himself was
shot in the arm.

Muy 8.—The state of Mississippi electrocuted WriLLie McGee, World War 11
veteran and father of four children for the framed “rape” charge made
apainst him by a white woman, Mrs. Willametta Hawkins, The cause of
[reedom for Willie McGee had been taken up around the world during the
live years that elapsed between his arrest on November 3, 1045 and his
death on May 8, 1951. Because of the protests that continued to mount on
hehalf of McGee’s innocence and the lynch atmosphere in which he was
first tried and convicted, McGee was tried four times. As the evidence
tevealed, Mrs, Hawkins had forced McGee into a relationship with her,
which he later tried to sever. Tt was in these circumstances that the white
woman charged “rape.” It was because the relationship between McGee and
(he woman had become known that the state of Mississippi ardered his
death. The relationship between a Negro man and a white woman “violated”
ull the white supremacy patterns of oppression against the Negro people in
the south, For this McGee was killed. (Mrs. Rosalee McGee, widow of the
murdered defendant, and the mother of his four fatherless children, is a
signer of this petition.)

line g—~FEpwarp Honeveurr was put to death by the state of Lowisiana on
# framed “rape” charge. At the ume he was charged with rape, Honeycutt
was kidnapped from the St. Landry parish prison in Opalousa, La. by a
lynch mob. He was dumped on the low level of the Atchafalaya River as
three members of the mob started matching coins to see which would shoot
him. As they argued, Honeycutt dove into the river. He was dragged out
und rearrested. None of the mob was convicted for kidnapping or attempted
homicide. During Honeycutt’s trial, guards patrolled the courtroom armed
with pistols. Honeycutt said he had never seen the white woman whe cried
tape until he saw her in court. On May 28, 1950 an all-white jury found him
puilty in 24 minutes.

ARTICLE II (b). CAUSING SERIOUS BODILY AND
MENTAL HARM TO MEMBERS OF THE GROUP

Serious bodily harm is at once demonstrable; serious mental harm is
more complex. Living from birth to death under the terror of threats
| violence and lynching, constantly menaced by the law and police, as




|

|
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well as by the extra-legal unwritten tenets of white supremacy and
the terroristic activities of the Ku Klux Klan, results in profound me
harm to members of the group.

“Perennial, hour by hour, moment by moment lynching of the Negih
soul in countless psychological, in myriad physical forms, that is
greatest and most enduring lynching of all,” declare Harry Hayw
and Earl Conrad in an unpublished paper on Airocities Against
Million Negro Citizens. “This is written,” they add, “into the spiritl
hanging of all those millions, it is carved into their daily thinking, woull
nto their total living experience. They are Iynched in the thousands il
glances from white supremacists all over the land every day, in discoutle
sies; insults, snobbery; in all the great events of the total nation
experience and as well in all the minutest experience. The great d
clash of two peoples living together in antagonism, with walls of bigoliy
between, is a mass lynch act committed constantly against the fifteg
million.”

A white reporter, Ray Sprigle, posed as a Negro in the South in 194"'{
The insults and degradation he suffered, the indignities and bittcrneﬂ]
are well told in his book. More recently, the psychiatrist Abram Karding
has studied the mental harm of segregation upon individual Neagros
Numerous individual biographies and autobiographies tell this story ol
mental harm in convincing detail,

We may also note an accumulating body of scientific evidence cull
cerning the measurable serious mental and bodily harm inflicted upol
them which are more fully described under Section II(c). Here we nolé
the evidence of mental harm. The highest law officers of the Federal Goy
ernment have openly admitted the serious mental harm inflicted upol
Negro citizens by segregated housing. These conditions will be discussed
below. In their briel submitted to the United States Supreme Coulll
against restrictive covenants or segregated racial housing, then Attorngy
General—now Supreme Court Justice—Tom Clarke and Solicitor Generil
Philip B. Perlman stated in 1948:

“. .. The combination of inadequate housing with racial segregation has moil
unfortunate economic, social and psychological effects. Colored people aie
forced to pay higher rents and housing costs by the semi-monapoly whitl
segregation fosters, The incidence of crime and juvenile delinquency is mu
greater, and the occurrence of death and disease among Negroes is substantially
increased. And to the corf6sion which such congested and inadequate livify
conditions work upon any poorly-housed individual’s mental health, as a citize
and a human being, there must be added the peculiar disintegrating acid which
enforced segregation distills to harm not only the victim alone, but the whls
fabric of American life.” .

1) Subsequenty published as Prejudice and Poverzy, 1048,
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We include the continual and constant threats and demonstrations of
the Ku Klux Klan against the Negro people as acts which cause serious
iental harm to members of the group.

The cases are bare reports, a few among thousands. The incalculable
limage that each “case” causes not only to the individual, but to the
Negro community, requires little elaboration. What is obvious from
sual notice is the careless disregard for Negro life, liberty, and person
that is the distinctive trait of genocide.

Of great pertinence then in the conclusion of Helen V. Mchan_ in an
uticle “Psycho-dynamic Factors in Racial Relations” published in the
Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science.

“The high incidence of hypertension among southern Negroes is prob-
ibly one indication of an unconscious attempt at the mastery of the
hostility which must be controlled. . . . the chronic rage of these individ-
lls produces the hypertension which initially is fluctuating in character.
l'ventually the pathological changes resulting from this overload on the
uirdiovascular-renal system lead to a consistently high blood pressure.

“All available evidence from clinicians,” the article continues, “indi-
ites that functional (that is psychosomatic) disease is markedly on the
increase in the Negro.” :

Dr. E. Franklin Frazier supports this view in an article titled “Psycho-
logical Factors in Negro Health” published in the Journal of Social
I'nrces, Volume 3.

“The psychology of the Negro, developed in the repressive environ-
ment in which he lives, might be described as the psychology of the
dck. ... It must certainly mean a reduction in that energy which char-
icterizes healthy organisms.”

The mental harm done to the Negro people of the United States by the
tonditions forced upon them is incalculable. It has been ably documented
i such studies as “Black Metropolis” by Horace Cayton and St. Clair
Drake; “An American Dilemma” by Gunnar Myrdal; “Caste, Class and
Race in a Southern Town” by John Dollard; “Brown Americans” by
lidwin R. Embree; “The Negro Family in the United States” by Dr. E.
I'ranklin Frazier; “Negro Liberation” by Harry Haywood; “Hemmed
[n” by Robert C. Weaver; “Patterns of Negro Segregation” by Dr.
Charles S. Johnson; “The Philadelphia Negro” by Dr. W. E. B. DuBois,
ind the President’s Report on Civil Rights and many others.

fuguse, 1943 —The chief of police of Sandersville, Georgia ordered all Ne-
groes in the city who were over 16 years of age to wear badges showing the
name of their employer and work schedule., He further required that all
Negroes report each Wednesday for farm work, regardless of their other,
regular employment.
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May 1, 1944 20 July 20, 1946.—The Chicago Council Against Racial and Ré
gious Discrimination, in a report titled “Arson-Bombing and Other Terrg
ism Against Negro Households in Chicago” (Documented Memorandul
VII), reported that from May 1, 1944 to July 20, 1946, there were moi
than 59 arson-bombings and other acts of terror committed against Neg
households. Two Negro children were killed and four persons seriou
injured. The report said: “There has not been a single conviction for tl
59 attacks. . . . In 26 instances police were assigned to guard property af
prevent recurring attacks only after repeated requests by defense organia
tions. In some cases, police details have been guarding a residence for mal
than a year. In seven cases there was reported vandalism while a poli
detail was on guard.”

L1945

Tom Jongs, 17, of New Orleans, Louisiana, was shot by a bus driver in
fall of 1945 for not saying “Yes, sir.” He survived,
JamEes CorrEY, a veteran, was ordered returned to the South Carolina chal
gang by Governor Dewey of New York. Corley was arrested in Aiken, S€
in 1928 on a burglary charge, beaten when he denied it, and threaten
with “worse.”
Summer.—During 1945, Alabama officials refused to take action on behalf
Mgzs. Recy Tavior, of Abbeville, who had been kidnapped, stripped of h
clothing, and raped by six white men on September 3, 1944. She was @
her way home from church when she was forced into a car at the point of
gun and knives. The Henry County Grand Jury repeatedly refused, durif
1945 and 1946, to indict the white men, although the driver of the kidn
car confessed and named his accomplices. In the summer of 1945, Mrs. Car
line Bellin (white) executive secretary, Committee for Equal Justice for M
Recy Taylor, tried to visit Mrs. Taylor’s home in Abbeville. The sheriff ma
handled her and ordered her to stay out of the Negro section of town, |
special grand jury, ordered by Gov. Sparks to investigate the case, refused |
indict the white men.
WesLEY Jornson was lynched during 1945 in Abbeville, Alabama. Lrr WaR
17, was beaten by a mob in the same town in 1945, after he had bee
| accused of stealing $5. PErER Jomnson, a soldier, home in Abbeville i
1945 after two years overseas, was beaten by a mob. Frep Warn, 16, w
Iy chased out of the town in the same year, for defending two young gi
'J acquaintances from a group of white bullies. All these acts were part of th
terror which followed the efforts to punish the rapists of Mrs. Recy Tavro
a young Negro woman.
June—~Governor Ellis Arnall of Georgia asked that the persons responsibl
for chaining three 15-year-old youths at the County Negro Industrial Far
be removed. The youths said they had been chained for two weeks. Th
superintendent of the ¥arm said that he had had them chained to preves
their escape. '
June~—A series of vicious attacks in the Harlem-Washington Heights neighbor
hood of New York City by gangs of white hoodlums sent citizens to s
Inspector Brown, one of the Mayor’s representatives, to demand protectiof
Inspector Brown stated that 15 arrests had already been made.
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June 6.—A petit jury in DeKalb County, Georgia, acquitted two white men
charged with kidnapping and raping a 17-year-old Negro school girl last
Christmas eve, despite her unshakable testimony. The young woman was
driving from church with a young man when she was forced into another
car, driven to a shack and raped.

July 13—The U.S. Navy Department upheld the 1944 conviction of fifty
Negro seamen on charges of mutiny for refusing to load ammunition at
Port Chicago, California, where more than 300 had been killed earlier in an
explosion. Mr. Thurgood Marshall of the NAACP declared in a com-
munication of the Secretary of the Navy that if the men had been white
“the case would not have merited a trial.”

June 17.—WiLLiam PaLMER was shot five times by J. C. Bradford of Brandon,
Mississippi, because he refused to abide by segregation rules at the Knox
Glass Company. Palmer will be crippled for life. Bradford went free after a
hearing,

jm’y.-—M%lyor Grady Cochran of Lake City, Florida, pleaded guilty on Novem-
ber 8, 1945 to a charge of aggravated assault against three Negroes whom
he beat in their homes in July, 1945. The mayor had invaded two homes
and violently attacked two men and a woman.

July 1.—White crowds attacked a large number of Negroes in West Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania streets after a white taproom owner had insulted and
refused to serve several Negro couples. Bricks were thrown and traffic was
stopped.

[uly 2—CuarLEs CoLrins, organizer of the AFL Food Local Union 6, was
assaulted by a policeman in the House Rules committeercom in Washington,
[).C. where a delegation had gathered from New York and Pennsylvania
to urge funds for %m FEPC. (Mrs. Collins is a signer of this petition.)

July 9~Prc. HeLex Smrrn, Pyvr. Tommie SmitH and Pre. Georeia Boson,
all members of the U.S. Women's Army Corps, were brutally beaten in the
Llizabethtown, Kentucky, bus t@minal for sitting in the “white” section
when the “colored” section was full. A civilian policeman ordered Pfc.
Smith and her two companions to move. When they protested, they were
beaten. The policeman involved was later tried and acquitted.

[uly 23—MRr. anp Mrs. Henry Burrins of Bayside, New York, appealed to
police for protection after several months of heckling by white neighbors,
who had been trying to force the Negro family to move. The couple stated
that provocative acts against their children were followed by threats to make
the Negro family so miserable that they would sell their home.

[uly 28 —AvrsErT PETERSON, 11 years old, of Queens, New York, was burned
s0 badly that the flesh hung from his body. Robert Shilling, the son of a
policeman, was accused of doing the burning, using ignited cigarette lighter
fluid. For many weeks nothing was done to find the culprit.

fugust—A young Negro woman was raped twice on an August afterncon in
o tobacco field in Wake County, North Carolina. When the case came to
court, evidence against her white attacker piled up and his attorneys decided
to enter a plea of guilty to a lesser charge, assault with intent to rape. The
judge accepted the lesser plea with its resulting lighter sentence—1o0 to 15
years—on the ground that it was in accordance with the general character
of the defendant. The court’s approval was gained by the defendant’s
statement that he refused to allow his parents to collect their social security
payments, preferring to support them himself. The judge said: “A man
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is not altogether bad who loyally and faithfully performs obligations to hif

family.”
August—CorroraL Marcuerite Nicuouson of Philadelphia was arrested,

held in jail, for two days and beaten, charged with violating North Carolina
transportation laws. After two years in the WACs, Corporal Nicholson wag

riding on a Seaboard Airline train leaving Raleigh, N. C. when she way
ordered to move forward. When she complied with the order, Corporal Ni-
cholson was ordered to move still further forward. She refused. At Hamlet,
IN.C., officers arrested her and one officer abused, cursed and struck het
before putting her in a cell. In court she was given a suspended sentence
and a fine.

August—Fourteen inmates of the Federal Correctional Institution at Ash
land, Kentucky, were punished for refusing to eat under jim crow arrange:
ments. These men, who were thrown into solitary confinement, included
three Negroes, ten whites, and one Japanese-American,

August 3~In Memphis, Tennessee, two young Negro women were raped by
uniformed police officers, They were waiting for a street car to take them
home from work, when the officers took them into custody. They were then
driven to an isolated spot where the officers raped them. The officers warned
them that they would be killed if they reported the incident. A complaint
o the Chief of Police from the mother of one of the young women brought
the advice that she keep her mouth shut. The two officers were acquitted by
an all-white jury.

August 7—Mzrs. Niva BertraM of New York and her five-year-old son were
beaten near Hamlet, North Carolina by a conductor for the Seaboard Airline
Railway because the jim crow car was full and Mrs. Beltram had found
seats in the “white” car, The man assaulted both the mother and the child,
He punched the mother in the side and kicked the baggage so that it knocked
the child dewn and bruised him. Mrs. Beltram sued the Railway and way
awarded a cash settlement.

Augusi 17—PrrEr Pave Havr, 18, was convicted by an all-white jury in
Eufala, Alabama, on a charge of “rape.” He was tried in an atmosphere of
violence, without benefit of defense testimony. The jury deliberated for ten
minutes, Two days after Hall’s arrest on July 5, many Negroes were beaten
on the streets of Eufala, according to an admission made by the town Chief
of Police to a Chicago Defender reporter. Gangs of white hoodlums hunted
down, beat and drove all Negroes from the downtown area, A g p.m. cur
few was set for Negroes; night workers were afraid to report for their jobs;
scores of Negroes left town daily.

Awugust 22—RopertT McAvpin, Negro photographer of light skin, was arrested
in Harlem, N. Y., as a “white intruder.” This was part of a definite policy
of Harlem police to try to frighten white persons away from the Negro
community.

Seprember—DBecause WiLL Brown, farmer in Joiner, Arkansas, gave advice to
tenants concerning crop settlements and tenancy arrangements, the white
plantation owner wh& was also deputy sheriff, attacked and tortured Brown,
After seizing Brown, the deputy conducted a mock court, acting as prose-
cutor, judge and jury. After delivering the mock sentence, the deputy
forced Brown to suffer beatings and bestial tortures, then left him for dead.
Brown crawled home, and later explained to authorities why the planta-
tion owner-deputy sheriff had attacked him.
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Neptember—When Mr. anp Mrs. J. SmyiL moved into their new home in

Philadelphia, some of their windows were smashed and neighbors mads
threats of further violence against them.

\eptember—Mrs. Rusy Mavwnarp, former WAC, was awarded damages in

federal court at Montgomery, Alabama, against the Capitol Motor Lines.
Iin route from Tampa, Fla. to Greenwood, Miss., Mrs. Maynard protested
when the bus driver abused a Negro who sat down next to a white soldier.
The driver cursed and threatened her and she was ejected from the bus at
Uniontown, Ala,

September 15.—L. C. Axins of Dallas, Texas, was sentenced to die for defend-

ing himself against a white policeman. On September 15, 1945, as he boarded
a Dallas street car, a policeman’s wife charged that he had jostled her.
The policeman struck Akins and shot him through the body. In the strug-
sle that followed, Akins picked up the gun and shot and killed his attacker.
Akins was sentenced to die. The U.S. Supreme Court refused to reverse the
sentence, although Justices Stone, Black, and Murphy dissented. Akins’ sen-
tence was finally commuted to life by Governor Coke Stevenson of Texas.

September 21.—Sixty-four-year-old Mrs. WiLLie BrapLEy was beaten uncon-
scious by the turnkey in a Springfield, Ilinois jail. Mrs. Bradley was in jail
because six policemen had entered her home and arrested her, her daughter,
Anna Bee Bradley, and Kenneth Scruggs. Removed to the hospital after the
beating, Mrs, Bradley was found to have suffered two broken ribs. In court,
the police magistrate gave Miss Bradley thirty minutes to leave town
after she refused to promise the Chief of Police that she would not discus:
her mother’s case elsewhere. Although Mrs. Bradley was a day worke:
registered with an employment office and was often employed, her daughte
worked in a war plant, and Mr. Scruggs was employed at the State House
all three were held on a charge of vagrancy.

October —RonertT Younsgr, a cook in Rockingham, North Carolina, wa
threatened with lynching when he carried out the restaurant owner’s orde
not to allow the white waitress to use the toaster, When Younger transmitte
the order, the waitress charged the he attacked her. Negro friends rushe
Younger to Hamlet, N. C. by car, but a lynch mob followed and su
rounded the house. Police removed the man to the Hamlet jail, but the mc
stormed the jail. Removed to still another jail, Younger was tried in a lync
atmosphere. When the waitress admitted during the trial that Younger hs
not attacked her, the judge ordered him freed. However, local hostili
against Younger was so pointed that he was forced to leave Richmor
County and find work elsewhere,

Ociober—Because a white merchant in Lexington, Georgia, claimed that h
son, then in the army, owed his store a debt, Mrs. Harrie CANTRELL W
badly heaten by the merchant. A complaint was entered with the Attorn
General of the United States on Mrs. Cantrell’s behalf in October, 1945.

October 12.—Harlem, New York Democratic leader, Guy Brewer, was beat
and kicked in the face by a policeman when he protested the closing o
registration board before its scheduled time. When the case came to cou
Brewer, not the policeman, was found guilty of disorderly conduct. T
Appellate Term of Special Sessions Court reversed the sentence.

November —Frerenrr MiLes, 19-year-old Negro sharecropper from Thu:
loosa, Alabama, was held on an extradition charge, pending hearing bef
Gov. of Pennsylvania, The Alabama farm owner had struck Mills over
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head with a three-foor wooden club, and Mills, in self-defense stabbed his
assailant in the arm. Three armed men then appeared at Mills’ home and he
fled to Detroit, where he was jailed. Although he couldn’t read, Mills way
forced to sign his name to an extradition warrant charging him with intent ta
murder. A letter, sent north from Alabama, said: “If Hide (nickname for
Fletcher Mills) come back tell him that lawyer said don’t come back on
this side of river because mob crowd said that wherever the sun shine that
is where they will lay him.”

November—McCoy Taompsow, newly discharged from the Navy, was beaten
to a pulp at Hemingway, South Carolina, because he had the temerity 10
ask why he was being arrested, En route home to Columbia, S. C., he gol
off the train at Hamlet to mail a letter. The conductor cursed him. At Hem:
ingway he was beaten with fists and with a machinist’s hammer, then
jailed and fined $50 on a charge of disorderly conduct and drunkenness.

November—On her way home, Miss Anniz L. SmyTHE, teacher, in Johnson,
South Carolina, was approached by a local police officer. The white man
gave Miss Smythe a choice between having sexual relations with him of
being arrested. She resisted his advances and was promptly arrested on dis
orderly conduct charges. Miss Smythe was released only after protests arose
from many sources. No action was taken against the policeman,

November —Jorn Tate, disabled veteran, stepped into an Atanta, Georgin
restaurant which had employed him before the war. An officer placed him
under arrest. He was fined in court. The Atlanta Daily World commented
on November 11, 1945: “Some Atlanta police are reported to he beating
up discharged and disabled Negro veterans at the slightest provocaton anﬂ
practicing a general ‘get-them-in-line-with-post-war-attitude.’ ”

November 27—~Miss Operrs Harper, a Red Cross director, was forced from
her train at Newpors, Arkansas, at 2:30 AM. by a conductor and three
MP’s. The MP’s brandished their clubs and said: “You god damned n—-y
keep in your own coach.” In order to visit a Negro nurse lieutenant, Misg
Harper had been compelled to pass through several “white” coaches. On
this visit the three white MP’s had first accosted her, not merely brandishing
clubs, but also reaching toward their pistols.

December—Josera Harpy of the U.S. Navy, was insulted and assaulted, tos
gether with many other Negroes, in the town of Vallejo, California, while
attending a movie. Following this outrage, Hardy spoke publicly against
discrimination and was then asked to sign a blue dishonorable discharge on
the ground that he had “created prejudice.” Only after certain influential
persons intervened was the “undesirable discharge” changed to “discharge
under desirable conditions.”

December 15—Joun J. Hirr aided another passenger on the subway by point
ing out to him that he had passed his station. For his pains Hill way
rewarded by a New York City Transit policeman who arrested him on a
charge of picking pockets and threatened him with bodily harm. The detee
tive took Hill to the lavatory and said: “T'll beat your brains out, you black

. Before we get finished with you you'll wish you were
back in Mississippi.” Hill was fined $50 or ten days in Felony Court.

December 20—Fourteen-year-old Erngst Brooks, Jr. was sentenced to life
imprisonment on a charge of “rape” in Hanover County, North Carolina,
He had originally been scheduled to die, but on December 20, 1945, Gov-
ernor Cherry of North Carolina commuted the sentence to life in prison,

|
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December 22.—Car Cavrroway, famous bandleader, was slugged by a city
policeman at the entrance to Kanmsas City’s Play-Mor Ballroom. Callovlvay
had been invited to the hall by Lionel Hampton, whose band was playing
there. Calloway was struck over the head with a pistol several times by a
policeman, Eight stitches had to be taken in his head, and Calloway was
charged with drunkenness and disturbing the peace. All charges against the
bandleader were dismissed in court.

1946

Police were especially violent against Negro strikers during the st‘rike- against
the Piedmont Leaf Tobacco Co., at Winston Salem, North Carolina, in 1946.
Mrs. Marearer DrGrarrengien, mother of four children, was beaten by
palice during the strike and sentenced to three months on a road gang, CaL
Roperson JonEs, a worker at another tobacco plant, who happezned to pass
by the Piedmont plant, was beaten by police and sentenced to eight months
on a road gang. Berry Keeo WILLEA.MS, a young woman striker, was sen-
tenced to 30 days. Pricie Koriz (white), organizer for Local 22, Food and
Tabacco Workers Union, was sentenced to six months on a toad gang _for
coming to the defense of Jones while Jones was being beaten. The union
was asking a wage of 65 cents an hour. )

WiLLiam DuopLey, member of the United Cement, Lime and Gypsum
Workers Union, was kidnapped, handcuffed and flogged in Wilkinson
County, Georgia, by four hooded men who said they were Klansmen.

Lron Jounson, steel worker of Clairton, Pa., was orderf;d extradited to the
Geergia chain gang by Governor Martin of Pennsylvania. ]qhnson testified
that on the chain gang he had been subjected to almost daily beatings by
the prison guards, forced to work while heavily shackled, deprived of
needed medical care, and that his life had been repeatedly threatened by
the prison guards. -

lunuary 25—In Birmingham, Alabama, 100 Negro World War II veterans
marched on Jefferson County Courthouse to demand that they be registered
as voters. Their demand was rejected by the Board of Registrars. Veteran
after veteran was turned down for refusal to ‘ir’ﬁerpret the United States
Constitution.” Alabama law only requires the ability to read or write as a
condition for registration,

[anttary —Travis BUTLER, a veteran, was shot in the back in Houston, Tqu;,
because he took the only seat vacant in a bus. The seat happened to be in
the “white” section and the conductor asked Butler to move. When he
refused, a general melee took place, during which Butler was shot. He
was subsequently fined on a charge of “aggravated assault.”

lanuary 23.—~ArNoLp P. Jounson, uniformed veteran, was forced to go to the
i1oth street headquarters of the 120th MP Battalion in New York, where
the officer in charge beat him up. Johnsen, as a discharged veteran, was not
under the jurisdiction of the Military Police, Yet the reason given for his
arrest was that Johnson was illegally wearing his army uniform, in spite of
the fact that government regulations stated that a veteran could wear his
uniform as long as necessary after discharge, because of the clothing short-
age. Johnson was held in the station overnight and was neither allowed
lo make a phone call nor notify his family in any other way. When he was
finally released, Johnson charged that many Negro soldiers and ex-soldiers
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have been beaten at this particular station. Mrs. Benita Schuster, a war vets
cran, had been manhandled by the officer in charge of the r20th MP Bats
talion a short time before the Johnson incident. While cating in a restaurant,
she was yanked off to headquarters, and left to sit on a bench for thirteen
hours, although she was ill.

February—Miss Amy SpurLock was attacked by police in Jackson, Mississippi,
after white teen-age students had attacked a group of Negro teen-age stus

dents. Police appeared on the scene and joined in the attack on the Negroes,

They singled Miss Spurlock out for specal brutality, and then aerested and
fined the young woman,

February 13—A Negro veteran of the Navy, who was not named for hif

own protection, was lashed 52 times at gun point by nine white men. He

was accosted on February 13, 1946, by four men in an Atlanta, Georgin

suburb, forced into a car at gun’s point, and taken to a place where, together

with five other men, his four kidnappers whipped him. This was revealed.

on June 7, 1946 by Asst. State’s Attorney General Dan Duke,

February 13.—Isaac Woopwarn, Jr., discharged from the Army only a few
hours, was on his way home when he had his eyes gouged out in Batesburg,
South Carolina, by the town chief of police, Linwood Shull. Woodward
was travelling on a bus from Atlanta, Ga. to Winnsboro, S. C. About an
hour out of Atlanta, Woodward had an altercation with the bus driver,
At Batesburg, 8. C., the driver called the police and ordered Woodward out,
Chief of police Linwood Shull struck Woodward across the head with a
billy, and in jail gouged out his eyes, blinding him for life. On November
5, however, an all-white federal jury acquitted Shull after being out for 15
minutes. Shull’s attorney had stated to the jury: “If you rule against Shull
then let this South Carolina secede again.” ’

F:[J?:uary 28.—BEertA Mar WaTkiNs, 2 Negro woman, resident of New York
City, purchased a ticket at the Pennsylvania Station in New York for 4
through trip to West Palm Beach, Fla., which gave her the right to occupy
a specific seat on the Champion. In Jacksonville, Fla., she was ordered by
agents of the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Co., and the Florida Fast Coast
Limited Railway Co., to move from her seat. When she refused, the Jack-
sonville police were called to arrest her. She was convicted of violation of
the Florida segregation statute.

March 17—~Nick Wiiriams, restaurant worker in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
was indicted, tried and convicted all on the same day, on eleven chargc;
from rape to burglary and assault with intent to kill. The trial jury never
left the witness box. Williams had no chance to produce witnesses or cof-
sult a lawyer. He was represented only by a court defender.

April —Cuaries N. Huwr, Negro veteran, was kicked and beaten with a
blackjack in a Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, police station, following an ar-
gument between Hunt and a white motorist. Hunt had to be taken to a
hospital for treatment.

April—Jay Gourp Corron was arrested in Freehold, New Jersey, after he had
escaped from the Georgia chain gang. He had been sent to the chain gang
at the age of 14. He was exadited to Georgia through the action of Gov-
ernor Walter E. Edge and the Jersey courts, in spite of his attorneys’ con-
tention that he was a juvenile when arrested and should have been tried
in juvenile court.

April 13.—Maror BenTow, a war veteran, was sentenced to death in Rocking-

|
|
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ham, North Carolina by an all-white jury. The complainant against him,

\ white woman charging “rape,” testified at the trial that she could not
identify Benton. Benton’s “confession” had been signed after a two-day
police third degree, during which his life had been threatened. The North

Carolina State Supreme Court set aside the verdict Dec. 2, 1946 and ordered

4 new trial. At the new trial Benton’s relatives urged him to plead “guilty”

(o a lesser charge rather than to go before the prejudiced all-white jury

apain. He did so and received a life sentence.

Muy.—NaroLeon Rivers, Sk., an elderly man of Mobile, Alabama, was beaten
unconscious by a patrolman in May, 1946, when he went to the Board of
Registrar’s Office to “vouch for” a number of Negro veterans who were
lrying to register.

Muy 7—Two white patrolmen stopped and searched the car driven by Coun-
ciLMAN BEnyamin J. Davis, in New York. They declared they were search-
ing the car “on suspicion.” They also questioned the occupants. In the car
was a white friend and co-worker of the Negro City Councilman, George
llake Charney. In a letter to Police Commissioner Wallander, Councilman
Davis stated: “In my judgment, my car was stopped only because it was in
i ‘white’ section of the city at an early hour of the morning, and because
one passenger was white.” (Mr. Davis is a signer of this petition.)

Muy 20.—Lorenzo Reep, who had escaped from a Florida road camp in 1945,
was ordered extradited from New York by Governor Thomas E. Dewey.
Reed had been sentenced after being accused of stealing twenty cents. In
New York, he testified that his life had been threatened by guards; that he
liad been beaten while held over a keg; that he had been kept in a sweat
hox. His trial took place in Panama City, Florida, without counsel, and
had lasted exactly ten minutes. The trial résulted in a conviction of twenty-
five years.

Muy 28.~—DBowis E. Byrp accidentally bumped into a policeman in New York.
Ile apologized but got three blows on the legs and additional blows on the
body. He was taken to a police station where the same policeman poked
lim in the eye with a billy. Byrd was then booked on charges of assault. The
case was called up five times but had to be dropped because the officer never
ippeared.

June & —Three white thugs raped a young Negro woman, Yvonne Kenvy
and beat her white escort, Jack Hylands, to death in New York City’s Cen-
tral Park.

June 8—A lay preacher, WirLiam J. Dessaure, was beaten by four white
policemen in Rockwille Center, Long Island. Dessaurd had gone to the police
to register.a complaint about a gambling place. When the pglice found the
place empty, they charged Dessaure with having led them on a wild goose
chase. They beat him, then booked him on a charge of sccond degree assault,
saying he had assaulted all four of them. All charges against the police were
dismissed, although many witnesses testified to the beating of Dessaure.
Dessaure was found guilty by a jury drawn from a panel that excluded
Negroes, Twa prosecution witnesses admitted under cross-examination that
the District Aftorney had suppressed sections of their statements which
revealed that the police had threatened Dessaure’s life. Dessaure was sen-
tenced on May 16, 1947, to one and a half to three and a half years in jail.

June 12.—After an argument with a taxi driver in New York who refused
to take him home, Carrton PoweLr, bass player, was beaten almost to
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death. Instead of taking Powell home, as he had been directed to do,
taxi driver took him to a police station at East s1st street. There three plai
clothesmen pounded him. He was finally taken to Bellevue Hospital wi
three lacerations on the back of his head; one laceration which split |
forehead to the bone; contusion of the left face; three upper teeth knock
out; a lower tooth knocked out and one lower tooth broken. Powell wi
under suspicion because he was a Negro in a “white” area. He was indict
on charges of felonious assault. _

June 23—According to Percy Green, editor of the Jackson Advocate (M
sissippi), Miss MariLpa PiNcknEY was beaten in Brandon, Mississippi |
persons who told her that: “Negroes will not be allowed on the streets aff
dark.” This is the same town of Brandon in which Etoy Frercuer (el
where listed) was beaten on June 6 when he registered to vote. Mr. Gret
charged that Negroes in Brandon were living under a “reign of terror.”

July—Tom GirLespie was shot by a white man when he attempted to vol
in the summer election in Athens, Tennessee. A few weeks later, on Augul
10, a white mob attacked 1500 Negroes in Athens. The mob had fir
marched on the city jail to demand the release of two whites who wel
jailed after a fight with Negroes. Then the mob began to chase Negroes ¢
the streets. L. C. Horton, a veteran, was physically assaulted, as were twenl
or thirty others, including women and children. W. C. Starkey, a white
who stood up against the mob, was flogged three times for it.

July 6.—Crype Tavior ALLEN was one of a crowd that gathered on a Ne
York City street to watch an incident that involved the police and a veteral
When police began shoving members of the crowd around, Allen objectes
For his protest he was hit three times on the arm and his arm was broke
He had to be hospitalized, but when he left the hospital, he was arrested i
charges of disorderly conduct and resisting arrest.

July 14—When a cab driver refused to take three Negro women to th
Bronx, New York they complained to a patrolman. The patrolman answert
their complaint by brutally beating and kicking Mrs. Josie Stewarr, kickinj
Mrs. Heren UrquarT on the leg, and dragging them, together with Mig
Lrrtna Grirrrth, off to jail. All three women were found guilty of assaul
and jailed, in spite of the fact that Mrs. Stewart had to have seven stitches
in her lip and suffered internal injuries as a result of the beating.

[uly 16.—Mnzs. Lucy Goroy James of Detroit, Michigan charged that Patrol
men Earl Johnson, Arthur Cobb and Orrin Hamilton, beat her severely:
Mrs. James is a member of the Gordy family, prominent Negro busine
people of Detroit. She sued the officers for $10,000 damages, chargin
illegal arrest, assault and maltreatment.

July 19—Half-blind and elderly, James Suappey was stepping into a cab il
New York when a policeman with a gun drawn cursed him and ordere
him out. Slappey was marched into an areaway where another policemal
waited. The two policemen struck Slappey in the mouth with a blackja |
splitting his lip and knocking out several teeth. One policeman pointed hig
gun at the elderly Negro’s head and threatened to blow his brains oul
Slappey was then booked on charges of attempted buglary. In the statiol
house, police forced him to #y on a straw hat which was several sizes tot
small for him. They claimed the hat belonged to the holdup man. When thy
case came to court. Slappey was found guilty of “resisting an officer and
causing a crowd to gather.” Sentence was suspended.
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fuly 24, 1946—At Newark, Delaware, a fiery cross was burned on the fringe
of the Negro community.

luly 25—Epcar Hort, a vice-president of the Southern Negro Youth Con-
yress, was beaten on July 25, 1946, at Newport News, Virginia by the fore-
man and several other whites while he was on a construction job. Holt had
wsked the foreman for a drink of water, but was told that whites drank
first. When he objected, the foreman struck him in the face and several
whites joined in to beat him. The men then dragged Holt to a road and
left him lying there.

July 31.—When Miss Constance CHaney and Craries MARTIN resented a
policeman’s question as to their business while they stood talking on a
New York street, the questioner beat them over the head with his club.

August—Three deputy sheriffs gave Lucian J. Hopkins four blackjack beat-
ings as he was being transported over back roads from Alton to Edwards-
ville, Ilinois.

August. Joun T. Warker, Negro veteran, received threats and warnings from
white people when he began to build a house in August 1946 in San Mazco,
California. The house was burned on December 6 before it was completed.
Officials dubbed the arson as “a boy’s prank” not to be taken too seriously.

" Nummer, 1946.—On June 14, a Ku Klux Klan death threat was mailed to

David Levinson of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, a civil liberties attorney.
Philadelphia papers on June 21 carried photostats of this threat. A fiery cross
burned on the grounds of the First Baptist Church at Crestmont, Pa., on
July 26. The Bellefonte, Pa. Centre Daily Times reported the burning of
several Klan crosses in August, The Franklin County Klan inserted an
advertisement in the Chambersburg, Pa. Public Opinion. Following many
demands, Governor Martin of Pennsylvania ordered an investigation. The
investigation showed that the Klan was doing business in Pennsylvania;
leaders were named and places given where meetings were held. In October,
1046, the Secretary of State of Pennsylvania wrote to an attorney, Saul
Waldman, that the Klan had a business permit for the state.
Nummer, 1946.—Records in the office of Secretary of State Thomas J. Curran
of New York revealed to investigators in 1945 that the Knights and Women
of the Ku Klux Klan became a corporation under New York law on
October 30, 1925. One of the incorporators was Queens Motor Vehicle Com-
missioner Horace A. Demarest, a Dewey appointee. A letter mailed on
April 5, 1946, to Dorothy Langston (white), secretary to the Committee
for Justice in Freeport (L. I.) announced that the KKK would take action
against those active in behalf of the Freeport victims. On August 14, 1946,
Assemblyman Leo Isaacson and Chester Addison, American Labor Party
candidates for state assembly, charged in a joint letter to Borough President
[ames J. Lyons that the Klan was being revived in the Bronx. Thiy stated
that Wilson Bush, Bronx Klan leader, was cited by Assistant District
Attorney Duke of Georgia as having recently met with other Klan leaders,
The Klan in New York State was ordered dissolved in July, 1946.
lugust 3—Grorce Mixe Evrior, war veteran who had been blinded and
wounded in action, was talking to a friend on a Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
street, when a policeman began to shove him. Eliot protested that he was
blind, and the policeman then clubbed him and kicked his wounded leg.
lugust 6—At Miami, Florida, RooseveLt WinFiELD, chief steward of the
Porters and Cleaners Unit, CIO Transport Workers Union, was driving
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to work when a car forced his auto to the curb. Three men in white h
and KKK nightshirts jumped out and threatened to kill him. They sa )
that if he continued to take up the workers’ grievances he would be “drin 4 \ipiember 4—One hundred and thiry-nine soldiers recently returned from war
ing the waters of the bay.” 2 duty overseas were arrested on September 4, 1946, in Florence, South Cart;
August 11.—When a 2000-strong white mob went on the rampage againi lina. Police armed with riot guns approached them and made them marc
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possible death if returned to that state. Johnson was sentenced in New York
to from fifteen to thirty years in prison.

the Negro community of Athens, Alabama fifty to one hundred Negrog ungle file through the city to jail, There they were charged with “disorderly
were injured du[ing the attack. | conduet” and all but two were fined. he Tllinois Central Raﬂroad
August 19.—An armed mob of 300 officers and civilians, using bloodhoun Wptember 9—ALgerr W(,)DDEI\.T’ ejxuportir_ 50,} the e;n;;lsa \i'?\ite conducto;
drove fourteen persons belonging to three Negro families into a swamp n Was beaten wnl} & Rlatl it tn Mcmpiilis, emzeils : tion of Neeroes.
Magee, Mississippi on August 19, 1946. The officers had sucrounded lor the same railroad after Wooden had protested segregatio 34

; ; : i handling his gun
house of 2 Negro family named Craft, accused of an altercation with whites While Wooden was being beaten a policeman looked on, handling g

. : ) ) hoot Wooden.
The Crafts and their neighbors, the Hubbards and Coopers, fled into 1 though he meant to s B re at-
swamp. The deputies then organized the “posse” and captured the follo‘s Qe e S5 Jomy ¥ ek, Chen Waveis) (60 Togmion Bt e

ing persons: Joun Crarr, war veteran; T. J. Crarr; ALprrr Crapr | tucked by white hoodlums in an attempt to prevent Fhen;)frpm attendmrgta
GarFIELD CrarT; OLIVER COOPER: L. Chuvag: HOI:.ACE Cliopiis LU,TI- dance that was to be held at the. Queensbridge Housing rO}ecthcomrEIl\}i ity
Coorer; Joun B,n_]_; 8l HUB;ARD. Other mémbc_rs of ithe faf;xilies . .mm;r inl ]{Yew. Yo;’/{‘: Thi'ﬁhgc hOOdhl[ISISU approached the three Negro
named in news reports were subsequently captured. L. T. Hubbard w F/USIS WY BLES B0, 5 5 i THE R ;

e ¥ e — Dorsey, veteran, was assaulted in Waynesville, North
wounded by “posse” gun fire; W. Q. Craft and eleven-year-old Al ' [/cber 17.—Paur D ’ = : v 7 il
Craft, Jr. were severely beaten when they were tracked down and capture Carolina by four white hoodlums who ordered him off a bus and into

i s . aiting automobile. A lynch mob of 400 persons planned to murder Dorsey,
The entire group was first taken to the yagee jail, but threatening [ ol | lti% police intervengd and prevegtedpthc lynching. Dorsey was placed
mobs forced their removal to Jackson, Miss, In November, in the Smilh under arrest, however, and the lynchers went free.
Cpunty Circuit Court L. T. Hubbard was convicted of assault with intentng Bt s ’—«A kit sindiidior for the: Tilinnis Choiral Railroad shot
kill after only twenty-five minutes of deliberation. John Craft, W, O. Cr e >

Iames Graves, a porter, through the chest in Mound Bayou, Mississipps.
(iraves and the conductor had argued over the seating of two Negro
passengers. The conductor slugged Graves behind the ear with a blackjack,
then shot him.

\ifember 27—~0One Negro high school student was severely  beaten,
another stabbed and scores battered and bruised as the result of an attack
by white high school students outside the Benjamin Franklin High School

and Garfield Craft were found guilty on the same charge. In May, the
Mississippi Supreme Court reversed the lower court decision, freeing W, ()
Craft. The others were freed later.

August 23—Three white hoodlums were fined $10 in Collins, Mississipply

after being proved guilty of attempting to rape three young Negro womel
at the point of guns,

September—The State of Illinois refused to extradite Ravmonp Kwox ol | in New York. The following day large gangs of white youths attacked
Alabama back to his home state. Knox had received a promise from prigol Negro youths. Police of the 23rd Precinct said that the attacks were “just one
authorities that he could join the Navy, and, upon receiving an honorablé ¥ of those things.”
discharge, that he would be released from turther service of his prisall | ‘i prember 28—~The Coney Tsland, New York Civil Rights Committee
sentence. After serving fifteen months in the Navy Knox was honorably dif tharged that hoodlums, having recently threatened to drive all Negroes from
charged and then went to Chicago, where Alabama unsuccessfully sought Coney Island, hit ArTHUR CrAwrorp, a veteran, from behind with a blunt
his extradition. (hstrument, causing him to be hospitalized for a week. Prc. THropoRE

September —Friends and neighbors of an unnamed eleven-year-old Negro EM T'arver had been clubbed and. arrested by the police on the pretext that he
demanded that a white man whom they had caught in the act of rapii) did not move fast enough during a parade. R P
her be prosecuted. The child had been left alone in a New York aparttnex Hitober—AursLius S. Scorr, t_:ducator, was confined to a mental institution
Neighbors who noticed the man enter the apartment, broke in and caughi tinder circumstances that pointed to a frameup. Mr. Scott had wfﬂed his
the white rapist in the act, ' candidacy for the post of coroner in Atlunta, Georgia. Of the thirty-three

September 3.—In New York City James Jounson was held in $50,000 ball white candidates among whom the vote would have been split none was
on charges ®f assault, robbery and attempted murder, Johnson stated i willing to withdraw, There was, therefore,.a good chance‘ that M.rg Scott
court that he had been brutally beaten, in addition to being hung by hand might be elected. Much pressure was exercised o force him to withdraw
cuffs to an overhead steampipe for several hours by N. Y. police in an cHoll his candidacy. On Qctobcr 20, 1946, The N. Y. Ttmf?s ran a story from which
to make him “confess.” Johnson had come to New York after escaping thy | !he following section is quoted: “, . . a reservation has been made at a
Florida chain gang in 194%: Friends stated he had served thirty-two montlh Nashville, Tennessee sanatorium for 45-year-old Aurelius 8. Scott, whose
of a five-year sentence on the gang. The sentence had been imposed becayp |  “0try into the Fulton County race had caused turmoil in local political
of Johnson’s alleged theft of a carton of cigarettes, His friends fought againy fit'lecs and a _pred:ction that he stc?od a good chanc_e Of, being the_ first Negro
his extradition to Florida on the grounds that he faced certain torture and office-holder in the deep South since Reconstruction.” The action was de-

|
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nounced by officials of the NAACP, the Phelps-Stokes Fund, the Natio
Urban League and the American Civil Liberties Union. Mr. Scott, howe
remained in confinement,

October ~—Anpy WrisHT, one of the nine Scotsboro, Alabama youths sentend '
to die on the world-famous “rape” frameup in 1931 and saved by a wo
wide protest movement, was rearrested in October, 1946 for “violation
parole.” The parole board restored his freedom. In June, 1947, he was
arrested again, and again returned to prison. Later, he was set free on pat

October—In Richmond, Virginia, a Negro mother whose name was withh
was raped by two white patrolmen. Both officers were suspended from |
force. i

October 16.—Seventy-five Maury County whites formed a lynch mob in fil
of the Mount Pleasant, Tennessee city hall. Tnside two Negroes were b
questioned by police for driving a car belonging to a white man, A Iy

ing was averted, and the two Negroes, Roy Lee Jomnson and B. Hooan
escaped with their lives.

October 28—During October and November, 1946, a reign of terror agall
the Negro citizens of Atlanta, Georgia was inaugurated by Columbians, I
newly chartered Anti-Negro and Anti-Semitic organization. Members, wi
ing a red flash insignia, patrolled the Atlanta streets terrorizing Negroes,
bomb blast rocked the home of Mgs, Minnie SisLey of Atlanta on Novei
ber 1. Crirrorn Hines was beated on October 28, 1946 by the Columbias
for ‘walking in a mixed neighborhood.” Attorney General Eugene Cook
nounced on Dec. 10, 1946, that he had confessions from members of i
Columbians which showed they were a Nazi-modelled conspiracy. One il
the confessions described a meeting of the leaders, and stated in part: “Thi
were going to start out first against the n s. After he (Homer Loomil
Jr.) got control he would go ahead and run the n s out of Atlanth
He said they would have enough guns and ammunition to blow them qil
of Atlanta, They would then organize in other states. Of course,

n s and Jews would just have to be shot at.” The activities of the Co

lumbians, incorporated in Fulton County Superior Court, August 8, g4l
were described by Congresswoman Helen Douglas Mankin as follows:
Columbians, Inc, were catrying on a violent campaign of hatred anil
intimidation against minority groups throughout Fulton County, with the ‘
result that a substantial number of Fulton County voters remained awiy
from the polls in the general election.” Two of the leaders of the Columbiai
were sentenced in 1947 to .4gil on charges of riot and possessing dynam!ﬁ
Ass’t. Atty-Gen. Dan Duke told Georgia officials in connection with
investigation: “While investigating, start in the Police Department. ‘Thel |
youll have a real investigation.” Duke named as a Klansman the formi
head of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation,

October 28 —Miss Rose GAULDEN, a prominent New York woman, wil
roughly handled by detectives as she left her apartment. She was arrestul
on a framed charge of “numbers running.” She was released after proteslh
had been registered by many organizations,

November—A Houston, Tagas bus operator struck Guy Friper in the face
with a money changer because Felder’s car had run into the rear of the

bus. Seven of Felder’s teeth were loosened and had to be extracted. A

county jury awarded damages to Felder in November, 1g46.
November 2—Mounted police, patrolmen, scores of detectives and strong-aii

T R e ——
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men physically assaulted Negroes and whites both inside and outside of the
Golden Gate Ballroom in Harlem, New York. Occasion was Governor
Thomas E. Dewey’s wind-up election rally, When they protested some of
Dewey’s remarks, three Negro veterans, WaLTer GARLAND,.BURT Jackson
and Danier. Harpy were beaten in full view of the gudmnce.l Dorothy
l.angston and Ruth Sacknowitz, both white, were also hit by. pohcs:.

November g—Henry NEear, 28 years old, was sentenced at Trlzdelphza, Wes;l‘,
Virginia, to a life term in the penitentiary for allegedly stealing $40 wort
of home furnishings. o

Nnrife}r:zber 9.—]AMEng. Jackson, a veteran, was besieged in his N e Oﬂ‘m;’"
Lowuisiana home by white hoodlums who threatened‘to take him to the
woods and shoot him. The police who were called arrived too late to catch
the besiegers. Instead, they took Jackson to the pohce-statxonl and charged
him with “disturbing the peace” because he broke a window in an attempt
to attract the aid of neighbors during the siege. He was fined $25.

November 13—Governor Walter E. Edge of New Jersey ordered HermAN
PowerL sent back to Georgia on November 13, 1946 to ﬁlm.sh serving a life
term on the Georgia chain gang. Powell had been originally sentenced
because, in March, 1941, when he swerved on a slippery road to a\"md
striking a car containing two white women, he 105(. control andl crashed into
the car instead. After he regained consciousness in the hospital and was
able to face trial, Powell was tried in Johnsen County Superior Court before
an all white jury and convicted of the murder of one of the women. An
appeal to the Georgia Supreme Court resulted in affirmation of the convic-
tion, He escaped the chain gang and reached Newark, N. J. where he was
joined by his wife and two children. In Nclwa‘rk‘, Powell had begun to
reestablish his life, found work, and earned his living for two years before
the Governor of New Jersey ordered his extradition. The daughter of the
dead woman, who had been in the car with her, testified that the accident
was unavoidable. .

November 19—SamueL Tavior of Prischard, Alabama, was”conwcted and
condemned to die on November 19, 1946 on a charge of “rape.” The NAACP
in filing its appeal declared that Taylor’s “confession” had been wrung
from him by means of physical assault on his person. For foul_' consecutive
nights he was third-degreed and threatened with death by policemen if he
refused to “confess.” In December, 1948, the U.S. Supreme Court decided
to review the case,

NVovember 20—~Kerrn Howarp, editor of the Yellow Springs News and a
leader of a movement to end discrimination in Yellow Springs, Ohio, was
attacked by two cafe proprictors with whom he attempted to consult con-
cerning their practice of discrimination, Howard was beaten and threatened
with death if he tried to enter the cafe again. '

December—L. C. Jenkvs, a veteran, was castrated by a group of white men
near Collins, Mississippi, but the crime was hushed up in t.hc local press.
It became known only through a letter from the wife of a Chicago NAACP
official who happened to be visiting in Mississippi. Jenkins and a friend,
W. C. Holloway, accepted a ride from an unknown white man after they
had attended a movie in Collins. After going a short distance, the dr%ver
ordered Holloway from the car and told him to leave town. The driver
stated that he wanted to “get” Jenkins because of Jenkins' attentions to 2
young Negro woman in whom the white driver was also interested. Jenkins
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was taken to a side road north of Collins where a group of white
waited. They tied Jenkins to a tree and performed the castration with'
razor blade. Jenkins managed to struggle home and was taken to the hospits
The county sheriff discovered the razor and rope used in the crime. Jenki
however, was afraid to name the white man and Holloway went into hidis
Threats of violence prevented any Negroes from coming forward to gi
testimony. |
December—Charges that a campaign of terror had been organized durif
1946 elections to keep Negroes from the Mississippi polls brought a Sen;
Investigating Committee to Jackson, Mississippi in December, 1946. Althou,
the Committee did not subpoena witnesses and thus give them official pr
tection, many Negroes and some whites came forward voluntarily, and
defiance of threats against their lives, Etoy FLeTCHER, Negro veteran, ta
how, on June 12, 1946, he had been seized and flogged with a heavy
cable near Brandon, Miss., when he attempted to register to vote. He
first chased from the courthouse by four white men, then taken to
woods, made to undress and lie down on the ground, where he was lashe
He was threatened with death if he made another attempt to registel
Ricuarp Danier, Negro veteran of Gulfport, Miss., described how on Jul
2 he had been struck on the head by two election officials, then arrested k
a policeman and taken to City Hall where he was beaten unconscious.
was then tried and convicted on charges of drunkenness and disorderly con
duct. Dr. WitLiam Benper, a Negro minister from Tougaloo Colleg
Tougaloo, Miss., testificd that he had been kept from the polls on electial
day by two white men who insulted him and another white man wha i
him at the polls with a pistol. Joserr Parnam, a very old man, testified t i
the sheriff hald told him on election day: “You're too old to get in
trouble,” and that white men had asked him “What kind of flowers do you
want?” Rev. C. M. Eranp, minister, of Louisville, Miss., said that twq
white men stopped him at the polls and told him they didn’t want Negp
soldiers to vote, and if they allowed him to vote, the soldiers might vote ton
J. D. Corrins, Greenwood, Miss., told how the mayor of Greenwood ang
two other leading white citizens had called him and A. C. MonTteomEl
and given them a list of the Negro veterans in the town, urging Montgomer:
and Collins to contact them and tell them not to visit the polls. T. S. WiLson
of Jackson, Miss., testified that thousands of Negroes would have registered
and voted in Jackson if they had not been intimidated by the speeches of
Senator Bilbo and by other threats and acts of terrorism. Percy GRrEEN
editor of the Jackson Advocate stated that the work of the NAACP and the
Mississippi Progressive Voters League was almost suspended because of t
fear inspired by Bilbo's campaign. It was the contention of witnesses thal
the terror kept all but about 2500 of the state’s potential 500,000 Negra
voters away from the polls on election day. The hearing of the Senate
Committee in Mississippi was headed by Sen. Allen J. Ellender, a supporter
of Senator Bilbo. The Committee’s report denied the existence of terro
in Mississippi. 2
December 4—CosteLL Jongs told a federal
sheriff had burned him wi
to force him to “confess” to
prison after being sentenced
court freed Jones.

1

i

court in Chicago how a Mississippl
a blow torch, beaten him and broken his fingery
a murder he had not committed. Jones escaped
and serving part of the sentence. The federal
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December 6—Joun R. Forr and Lernorian WabpLes, two Negro veterans

and their families, were targets for an anti-Negro demonstration at the
Airport Housing Project in Chicago. They had moved into the Project alfg
with 91 white veterans and their families, When Theodore Turner, anot c;
Negro veteran had moved into the project a month before, a cordon AO

400 police had to be detailed to guard his life and those _o‘f his .falmly. s
s result of this mob terrorization, seven other Negro families withdrew the
upplications for housing which they had already ﬁlegl with the_authqiiit1es.
A reign of terror against Negroes was carn.ed on in Greenwich V:j lage,
New York, during 1946 and 1947. Fifteen to twenty hoodlums
attacked Miss Sarar VaucHan, Miss Naomr WricHT and GEorGE TREAD-
weLL, three entertainers of Cafe Society Downtown, as thc_ty entered a
wbway station on August 11, 1946. The two women were kicked, struck,
spat on and called filthy names, and the man was physically assaulted. The
three reported to a nearby police station, but were told that the police were
o busy to bother. On the same morning, AxtaUR SmrTH, a jeweler, was
thased into the arms of the police by a crowd. A few. wcek§ eafhcr, in the
sme area, Revers Cayron was attacked by a gang. Still earlier, in the same
urea, J. C. Hearp, a band leader appearing at_Ca'fe Society, was struck frorgi
lichind. In June, 1946, SAMUEL BENskiN, a pianist, was attacked. On Apri
11, 1947, Lt, Steve Kerr and his wife, Norma K'ERP: were dragged i_from
their apartment in the Village because they had invited a Negro friend,
(rarLEs WHITE, to live with them. The police were called th}'ee times dur-
ing the beating, but failed to respond. The following day, A;_)rll 12, CHARLES
Wirre and Davip McApoo, Negro, were beset by a crowd in the neighbor-
hood. Both suffered scalp lacerations,

1947

Marcuerrte Datsy Carr, 13, early in 1947 petitioned to attend a white
whool in the District of Columbia because Negro schools offered only half
day’s work, due to overcrowding. Petition dcm.ed. .The court held that it
was “not open for this court” to judge segregation in schools.

" linuary 1—Goupen Yamar Howarp, who had testified before the grand jury

nvestigating the Monroe, Georgia lynchings, was approached in Monroe by
:wo w%ite frothers who demanggcd to know what he had told the jury. He
was beaten about the face, then dragged to a shed behind the ice plant where
he worked and beaten again.

Mnuary 31.—When two white men accosted Epwin Way, a veteran, on _the
highway near Woodford, South Carolina and accused him of breaking into
one of their homes, Way denied their charges. The whites then tried to force
Way into a car and he shot at both of them in self defense. One white man
was killed. Placed on trial for “murder” in Columbia, S. C., Way received a
life sentence. Before the event on the highway, Way had been threatened by
i group of white railroad workers.

I'vbruary 3—At Osowatomie, Kansas, a lynch mob attempted to murder
(ieorcE MILLER, a section hand. The lynchers had already thrown a rope
around Miller’s neck when sheriff’s deputies rushed him to Lawrenceburg
for safekeping. The lynching was averted. )

l'ebruary 11.—~When police demanded to see h}s draft card, HaroLp Jowgs,
u fruit peddler, was a bit slow in taking out his wallet. Before he could get
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it out, one policeman hit Jones with his fist. The two police then put him
their car, drove him to a dark spot under the 155th Street viaduct in N
York City, knocked him down, kicked him, beat him with their ni
sticks and left him. When Jones was again able to move he returned
the place where he had dropped his wallet. There the same policemen |
him, took him back under the viaduct and beat him again. In spite
the fact that Jones had his upper plate broken; a puffy, closed right ey
deep scalp laceration on the right side of the head; deep mouth cuts on |
inside and outside of his lips; loosened lower teeth; bruises on both legs,
the stomach and on the back, complaints made to the 32nd precinct stat
brought no results.

February 23.—A 6o-year-old businessman, Leo NETTLETON, Was beaten by
off-duty Nassau County policeman at the Harlem entrance to the I
Borough Bridge in New York. Nettleton’s car stalled as he was on his 4
home to Corona, and the car behind him, which happened to be a pal
car, crashed into him. The policeman and his white woman companion ¥
up to Nettleton, knocked him to the concrete, and began to beat hi
They left him on the pavement and drove away. Taken to the Joint Disel
Hospital for treatment of a cut left eye; deep lacerations on his ears, temj
and chin; and deep knee and shin bruises, Nettleton was in the hospl
in the presence of a doctor when the policeman again appeared
threatened to blow Nettleton’s brains out.

February 23—Election board hearings in Chicago early in 1947 heard evideli
of how Avrmert JannEy, young Negro candidate for alderman in the 20
ward, had his life threatened. The 20th ward had never been represent
by a Negro. A young Negro woman resident of the ward told how she li
been visited in her home by a man who accused her of working in behy
of Janney. The visitor reminded her that when Octavious Grundy, a Negl
had run for election for ald:rman in the 1920’s, he had been found murdes
on election eve. The caller said the same thing might happen to Janney.

February 25—Dora L. Jones, 57, of Los Angeles, California, was revealed
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i isorderly conduct, searched him and threw him into a car. I-n t}_lc
!lnlrnhszils bcateg unconscious by the officers, He awoke the next morning h1_n
the hospital with a bandage over his right eye and an arrest ticket near his
pillow. His eye had to be removed.

April 1—Mr. anp Mrs. Accie Honron were severely beaten ncar'Dea.z;iuﬁ
(Georgia by white men who entered their apartment and falsely identi ed
(hemselves as policemen. The white men forced the couple into a car an
struck them with a pistol. . _

May 1.—About 400 men stormed the St. Clair County Jail at Poll C.‘zzk}i,
Alabama, and fired shots through the windows at RoeerT HUNT. Sta.te h:gl;
way patrolmen finally dispersed the mob and two carloads of POhCC.t]iod
[lunt to Birmingham for safekeeping. During the transfer Hunt was nicke
on the arm and leg by flying glass when one bullet smashed a window.

May 27—In Rich Square, North Carolina, Gopwin Busi had been ar-
rested by local police on May 22 on a charge of ?ttempted rape. H; was
later taken to jail by several armed and masked white men and pushe f;ntg
4 waiting car from which he leaped and ran as the thwarted mobsters fire
their rifles at him. _

May 1.—A sharp struggle broke out in the Federal prison at Fort Leaven-
worth, Kansas between Negro and white military prisoners and thexﬁ
yuards. The white prisoners had objected to eating in the same mess ha
with Negroes, and on the following day, May 2, s14 white prisoners
attacked 213 Negroes. .

May 5.—Wooprow DRUMMONDS, a veteran, was slapped by a white patrol-
man because their cars grazed each other. The event occurred at Green-
ville, South Carolina on the opening day of the trial of lynchers of WiLLIE
ARLE.

May 23—Gopwin Busu was seized by lynchers from the I.\Torthampyoﬁ
County Jail in Jackson, North Carolina. The lynchers received the jai
keys from the jailer. Bush was at first believed to be lynched. H:i
have been kept in a state of peonage for twenty-nine years by Albert Wesl managed, however, to break away from the mob of armed, maske
Ingalls and his wife, Elizabeth. Testimony revealed that the Negro womll § cn, and gave himself up to two FBI agents. Bush was “thcn scn(;
had been subjected to physical abuse, imprisonment in the Ingalls’ homey# 8 (o Central State Prison in Raleigh. (Charge against him was lam:mpted
work day of about seventeen hours, threats of jail or an insane asylum, a ape” although the supposed victim, Mis. Margaret Bryant (white) }ft
deprivation of false teeth after all her own had been pulled. She had be that she couldn’t identify Bush.) Seven white men were arrested on ¢ B.EI‘"%CIS
made to wear old clothing, sleep in bathtubs or in the back of automobil of attempting to lynch Bush; at least one of them confessed to the o
during the twenty-nine year period. Mrs. Ingalls was found guilty of W naming six accomplices, All seven were at once granted bail of $2500 cleac .
lating the 13th amendment, given a three-year sentence and a $2500 fit On May 28, day after the seven were arrested, newspapermen had to ea'vﬁ
which was later suspended when she agreed to pay Miss Jones $6000 | lackson because threats had been made against their lives in connection v_w%d
back wages. Her husband was freed of the charges on the direct interventit the whole lynch attempt. An official ",‘Zh" refused to be quoteld “f,
i Bl T e, Vo i reporters one of them “might be killed.” Reporters later were t?l d that

March, 1947~The home of Rev. anp Mrs. A. C. Epps was damaged by they better get going “if they didn’t want their cars torn up. {n thc Earr;ic
dynamite explosion in Atlanta, Georgia. About two wecks before the dyn area on April 26, 1947, about a month before the attempt to lync) us‘:i
miting, Mrs. Epps had been visited by ten white men who warned her § Wirrte Cuerry and Dick Boong, chargcq \leth rape, bad been thrcate]zle
move out of the neighborhood. She reported that she watched the men gt by lynchers while being held in the same jail from which Bush was taken.
and saw them in pleasant conversation with policemen parked in a i They were saved by transfer to Raleigh State Prison.
across the street, In the same week the Epps’ home was bombed, two oth June 10.~James Harris, 18-year-old Negro of Hurtsboro, Alabama, narrowly
Seused 1o G Wl ndghibabend wete Dukeied by Qi opidiy cscaped death at the hands of a lynch mob after he was rescued by Mayor

March 12—Joszer Kirk, a veteran, was half blinded by Birmingham clf IHugh Van. A mob of white men had already beaten Harris and put a rope
potiee.. I wear wating fora siaecs.car wheel e poliee drive up: S g iround his neck when the Mayor arrived on the scene and with three assist-
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ants, prevailed upon the would-be lynchers to release Harris in his custod
Harris was later accused of attempted rape.

fune 27—Mr. & Mrs. WiLLiam S, Smrra of the Benning Road district, Way
ington, D. C., were severely beaten when they protested over having the
property trespassed on by two white men driving a bull dozer. The m
left and returned with eight police who beat and kicked both Smiths witl
guns and blackjacks and arrested them both on charges of assault and battery,

June 28 —Tuomas TiveLE, James MonroE Tmvere and Henry S. S
were accused of attempted rape of three white gitls in Little Roo
Mississippi on the night of June 28. Jailed in Decatur where police claimi
they confessed to alleged crime. Smith was taken to jail in Newton, Mi
First trial resulted in a hung jury, with several white witnesses testifyi
that the attempted rape did not take place. They voted eight for acquittaly
four for conviction, even in the face of this evidence. The Tingle brothe
testified they had been beaten brutally and that their “confession” had bcu%
secured by this brutality. The second trial was held on August 29, where
the youths were convicted and sentenced to two years in prison, an extraol.

dinarily low sentence for the type of crime which they were alleged to haye
committed. (NAACP appealed case)

August 7—Lioyp C, JonEes, 29, a disabled veteran,
Francis Le Maire in New York City. Le Maire s
his night stick in the Columbus Circle Park when Jones did not move on u
fast as he wanted him to. Jones was charged with disorderly conduct, buf
was freed in Felony Court.

September 2~Roy WiLLiams, businessman, 1113 Washington Ave., Brong,
New York, was beaten by 30th precinct police who knocked his teeth loose,
cut his arm, and fractured his right ankle. Williams was accosted by
police as he drove his car and was accompanied by his wife, a light
complexioned woman.

September 27—CuarLes Moore of Philadelphia charged that he was assaultell
by trainmen on the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad when he refused to move
from a reserved seat ticket he had purchased from the Pennsylvania Rail
road. Moore was assaulted in Florence, South Carolina when he was take
bodily from his seat, ITe sued hoth railroads for $25,000 in the chf:rﬂri
Court of Easton, Pennsylvania, on March 20, 1948. ‘

October —James DEWITT was kidnapped in Harssville, North Carolina ang
carried by force to a lumber camp near Monroe, Georgia. In Oct, 1947, twl
white men, John Ellis and J. W. Wilhelm were indicted by a Federal Grand

Jury for kidnapping and peonage. John Ellis pleaded guilty, was sentenced:
to a year and fined $500.

October 11.—CarnerLL Srvmons, his fami
moved into a house at 713 W. Fayette
thereafter, a mob began throwing
house was also set afire, Simmons

was shot by Patrolmail
hot and beat Jones with

ly and two other Negro familiey
St., Baltimore, Maryland. Shortly (

stones and shooting into the house. The

got his gun, fired at the mob, and killed

a white man, Simmons was tried for murder and exonerated by Magistrate
Preston A. Pairo who held a man has a right to protect his home.

October 18.—~SamurL T. Symonerre, Harlem, New York City, candy storg |
owner, was permanently injured after a savage pistol whipping by Detec:
tives Luigi Cardile, Alexander Kahn, Emanuel Berson, and James McCarthy |
of the 28th precinct. The detectives claimed they saw Symonette taking
numbers from a woman they never preduced. Symonette was subsequently
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i ilty of disorderly conduct. At the same time, his store at rox W.
Iu.;l;irlg ézilt\{ms complc-‘:tef;I wre;:ked by the detectives and Symonette was
orc business, as a result.

anhr':;;zgegui.fc.awm Moore, a 16-year-old youth, was beaten by Patrolman
licorge Romanovich in the Brooklyn, New York, Fort Greene Housmg
ioject. Romanovich claimed the youth had a burglar tool and arreste
|um. At the same time Ot1s WiLLis, 15, and Tvier TouLaw, 16, were also
irrested and beaten in the 88th precinct.

N,‘.,,C.;itgi 10—Don Avronzo Brices, 47-year-old Harlem, New Yo_r]{, seaman,
was beaten by Patrolman Bernard Martin of the 28th precinct in his home
it 68 Lenox Ave. Briggs, 2 member of the Natiogal Maritime UI.'.IIOH, was
on the way up the stairs of his home when Martin and two white sailors
accosted him. He was forced into his apartment after ’one'of the sailors
sid “look he has a white hat on, he looks like the man.” Briggs was taken
to the police station after being beaten and was released when he promised
. artin $300. . .

N.lulfr'Eeagcr}VII&—H%wmn Waite was sentenced to die in the clectric chair
lor “armed robbery,” a crime for which no white man would be likely to
receive the death penalty. An appeal to the Mississippi State Supreme Court,
which was made on March 18, 1947, upheld the deaLI‘h sentence although
three of the Supreme Court justices denounced it as a “barbarous, cruel and

ntence. . .

er;lzilj:zn;:f ZS;.-—-JAMES Stmpson, Negro truck driver of Rock Island, H!mlo‘zs,
arrested and charged with negligent driving, was .attacked b_y police
officer James Swift, who beat him across the head with a blackjack and
struck him in the left eye, as a result of which he lost his sight in that
eye. He was left for hours without medical attention. When he was finally
removed to a hospital doctors discovered there was no possibility of restori
ing his vision. Swift was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury the week o
Oct 1948.

N«»L;L:zi;rr If;.—gld\r/hzs. Rosa Lee Incram and _her sons WarLace and Sammis,
of Ellaville, Georgia, were sentenced to life imprisonment for the self-defense
slaying of John E. Stratford who had molested Mrs. Ingram. Thc mother
and her sons were originally condemned to death, but nation-wide protests
lorced the commutation of their sentences by Ga. Supreme Court Judge
William H. Harper. [Mrs. Geneva Rushin, a daughter of the imprisoned
Mrs. Ingram, is a signer of this petition.] ‘ _

December 5—Joun WesLEy Scorr was beaten by six Memphis, Tennessee
officers who arrested him on charges of burglary and house breaking. The
officers were indicted in April, 1949 by a Federal Grand Jury.

December 25~~WiLLie anp Brssin Banks of Bosion, Mas‘.mc.lm.refts, were
walking home when Mrs, Banks suffered an attack of indigestion. The:
intense pain caused Mrs, Banks to scream and her husband ran for a taxi
cab. A 200-pound patrolman, secing the suﬁermg woman, ordered her to
hush, and when she didn’t, banged her head against the pavement knock-
ing out her teeth. He then beat up Mr. Banks and arrested the couple for
assault and battery. Subsequently the conviction of the couple was reversed
in a higher court -
Sheriff %enkins A. Hill of Clarke County, Alabama, and Deputy Willie .H.

Harrell, Grove Hill, Alabama, were indicted on federal charges of beating
and torturing nine Negroes between Dec. 1947 and June 1948. The persons
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i ile he was
jtate highway patrolmen, James W. Revt.s and Iohn_ Hackett whi >
Elul:dcuéed. giefl)'ce was arrested for speeding on a highway and wasf kx(ékecé
und stamped on by both police. Revis was fined $50. Hackgft VVEflS rct:i i o
asault charges brought by Pierce, while Pierce was found gu:hryl fo ;pee I:E
Iruary—The NAACP reccived an anonymous letter on beha of :‘3‘0'191—1 g
mates of a Texas state prison farm camp. The letter read in pagt. cr:-i:
i+ no one we can go to and tell our troubles without being 19t:at'en and
kicked like we are dogs—not even a doctor. Do we have to be beeaten :la{nd
rin like cattle merely because we are in prison? Do we have PtOW worke !
In the rain, or forever eat the food that a dog would not eat? We arek{xo
wking for freedom until we have paid our debt to society, :t’JU.t we are asking
lor someone to make it safe here for us while we are here.

The manager of the Texas prison system admitted that some of the
'wed conditions were true.

’;}'l:l':cg;is 1—Recmvarp Henry, 28, and his wife, Mary, 22, of 538 P‘LJ rﬁth‘Slt:;;
lironx, New York, were beaten by a gang of over fifteen who broke in -
their apartment. Five of the men were identified and arrested. They }\;vesre:
lLawrence Madison, 510 E. 150th St.; John Haynes, 19, 441 E. 146t- t.Ci
lohn Hines, 19, 552 E. rsoth St; James McGrath, 523 E. 150th Stc.i, an
James Spinelli, 19, 510 E. 150th St. The Henrys had recently moved into

3] ement apartment. o

:#r‘/l»::al:rrsag.——Five II)\"'egroers were attacked by a gang of over twenty W{:ltc%— ;ln
Coney Island, New York, as they walked along the street late at mgdt.‘Th e
pang used sticks, iron pipes and bottles. All five were severely injured. They
were LuTHER Bostic, 23, 2823 W. 3oth St; his wife Gracg, 23; Jamzs
Hrrars, 28, 2829 W, 30th St; James-and Jorin MeCramv, 64 Community St.,

'S ity.

"'r{':f:zryclf.-—-]ol—lhl McKenzie, Raen Coorer, Horack WILSO}!:, Janges
Tuoree, McKinLey Forrest and CoLiis ENGLlSH,_ since be:co.rne nown as
the “Trenton Six” were arrested and accused of killing William Horner, a
merchant in Trenton, N. ]. They were sentenced to death, but the cour]tj
later granted a retrial because of trial errors. Evidence shows the men cou
not have committed the crime, and were victims 'of a terror police c}ragnet
in the Negro community at that time. Retrial, in which the state’s own
witnesses recanted, resulted in the freeing of four—two found guilty. Pﬁr—
ther appeals for the twtg agl‘e under Wa)y. (Miss Bessie Mitchell, sister of Collis

‘nglish, is a signer of this petition.

lr‘rlljj-lg;;h,rlgs.—A gone-armed I'%egm Navy veteran, Leroy MCG({?VAN’H-}‘VQS
arrested in Jackson, Mississippi, and was beaten by seventeen police officers
at the corner of Amite and North Farish Streets, The case was reported to
Att. Gen. Clark.

l'ebruary 19.—Crosses burned in Negro section of Gadsden, A.iabama. .

Vebruary 20—Mgrs. Mamie Parrerson, 54, of Tuscumbia, Alabm.ma, mot c';
of six children, was raped at pistol point by Charles Berryhill, 29, an

[Herschel Gasque, 27. The two men forced their way into the P.attcrs_on
home, struck James Patrerson, her husband, over th? head, beating him
into unconsciousness. The men claimedPthey were trying to collect a debt
1 atterson. They then raped Mrs. Patterson,

I.-I!:E:r;) 21.—In ]ackzorz, Mz':szgsippi, ]: W WILL‘IAM_S, a Negro veteran, vgas
arrested in a Negro cafe. The officer pushed him into the street and then
shot him in the hip, claiming he had attempted to escape. While the veteran
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whose civil rights were violated were: Groros Dickinson, Rosert Gont
Ep Finsu, Mose NicroLson, Lro W, WirLiams, Jorn ALran Jr., Jounn
MirrcHeLL, MatTie Lee Pok and Epwarp L. Buck.

1948

—Washington, D. C., hotels carly in 1948 refused to grant accommodati
to Negro boys who were part of an Automobile Association of New Y
delegation. The boys had been chosen model schoolboy patrol memby
devoting their lives to the safety of schoolmates.

—The Real Estate Board of Washington, D. C., adopted in 1 948 this code

ethics: “No property in a white section should ever be sold, rented, ad
tised, or offered to colored people.”

—LarkiN MarsHaLr, Negro newspaper editor, announced his intention.
running for Congress in Georgia. The Klan burned a cross in front of
house and sent him warnings.

January—Scr. Percer. McKamey, Negro, applied with Ingeborg Frag
(who had come from Germany) for a marriage license at Harrisburg, Pe
sylvania. They were refused by the clerk, who said it was “against |
policy” of his office to issue marriage licenses to interracial couples. Cles
action upheld by registrar of wills. When finally forced to issue licel
by a judge, the clerk threw pen in wastebasket afterwards. ‘

January 1.—~WiLLiam Morris of Norfolk, Virginia, was arrested and beal
while returning from his church watch meeting. Morris charged that poll
picked him up, and that while in the police wagon, he was so sever

beaten that as a result of his injuries, he was confined to the Marine Hi
pital for ten days.

January 10—CHARLEs SPEAKER, 54, Maurice Provosr,
Mzare, 55, teachers at the New Orleans Booker T,
School, were arrested by Police Sgt. Victor Barberot as th 0
of Negro students to view the “Freedom Train.” The Police officer becat
enraged when Speaker asked his aid in letting the children view the “Fi

dom Train.” The teachers were charged with refusing to move on i
resisting arrest.

January 11, 1948 —Four white

40, and Brucek
Washington Hij

youths attempted to burn down the buildi
owned by Mrs. Datsy Banks, 870 West Street, Arlanta, Georgia, This

the fourth attempt to burn down the building and the youths were &
pected of being connected with the outlawed “Columbians,” a terror gro

January 16—Devernon Lz Granp, 23, of Brooklyn, New York, was savag
whipped by 73rd precinct police in the station house. Le Grand charged |
was driving his car when two plainclothes men stopped him, ordered h
to the station house where they proceeded to accuse him of stealing a wi
watch and diamond ring he was wearing, Although Le Grand proved ¢
articles belonged to him, the detectives beat him with a rubber hose, blac
jacks and their fists, before releasing him. '

January 26.—Frank F. Pererson, 43,
manhandled and arrested on charge
ceded on behalf of a friend, Mrs.
Welfare Station 32.

lanuary 29.—CLevELAND Pigrcs,
County, North Carolina filling

an undertaker of New York City, w
s of disorderly conduct after he int
Maggie Harmon, at the Department gf

veteran of World War II and a Hertfol
station operator, was brutally beaten by tw
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lay bleeding in the street the arresting officer was joined by several ol
who pistol-whipped the Negro as he pleaded for mercy. The case |
reported to Att. Gen. Clark, .

Week of February 22.—Mgs. VioLa SmiLey of 117 W. 141st St,, New Yi
City, charged she was beaten by four detectives, her clothes torn, her bit
injured, when they searched her for alleged policy slips. Mrs. Smiley
attacked in the A. W. Tailor shop, 608 Lenox Avenue.

Week of February 28—Mgrs. BiLLie Moron Howmes of Flinz, Michigan,
beaten by Patrolman Milton Rye when he served a summons on her.,
Holmes had ordered Morris Roumm, landlord, from her home, and
returned with the officer. Mrs. Holmes said Rye struck her in the face |
dragged her down a stairway to the police car.

March—Charged with “rape” by a 48-year-old widow, Mrs. W. P. Irwin
Shrewsbury, Louisiana, two young Negro men who were working on a |
bage truck were thrown into the Gretna, Louisiana, jail. The two m
23-year-old Ocie Juceer and 21-year-old PauL WasHingToN, were not tr
until eight months later, The white widow did not identify either of the |
as her attackers at the trial, but the all-white jury sentenced them to
When Jugger and Washington, both poor and unable to get legal aid, wi
scheduled to die, they had been in jail for a year and a half. Their cases ca
to the attention of the outside world when a few lines of type in wl
Southern newspapers announced their impending execution. When a |
lawyer, brought in by a volunteer defense committee came in to apj
and handle the case, it was found that Jugger had mysteriously “escap
from the steel-walled death cell of the modern Gretna jail. He has ne
been heard from since. No one has scen him. The trial revealed that Jug
and Washington had been beaten, whipped and starved to obtain their “
fessions.” The case of Paul Washington has been carried twice to the
siana Supreme Court, and to the U.S. Supreme Court. The latter coi
refused to hear Washington’s appeal on October 19, 1950. What is bel
asked in Washington’s case is a new and fair trial. Washington has a you
wife and a baby daughter, born while he was first placed in prison. (M
Washington is a signer of this petition demanding equality for the Ney
people and an end to the genocide practiced against them.) '

March 13—Avton Fowvrsr of Palm Beach, Florida, was beaten by 3 voli
officers and a railway agent and forced to confess that he stole cigarels
from a railway box car. Federal indictments were handed down agaif
Deputies Euvell M. Culbreth, Walter I. Minton, City Patrolman William |
Barnes and Special Agent Warden Bader of the Florida East Coast Railro

March 22.—~Davip BryanT, 14-year-old Negro of New Bern, North Carol)
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' neLE of Cincinnati, Ohio, was beaten by three officers
‘Ilmlfls)lglgl‘?is Iigg. The officers were Ted Saddler, John L. Scudder and
wph W. Rouse.
| EL;:-—ANNIE Gravson, 23, and MALINDA IAC?’.SON of Wetumga, Afgba%n}::é
“were raped by John O. Howard and Jack Oliver, both 30 yearsdow._u_am
Negro women were riding with their husbands, Sam Gmysor':i afn dlt l_xmm
Jackson, when the white men shot t}?e tires of their car an dt:'rcc Ay
st at gun point. They were takendmto a wooded area, raped, an
ihbe i ere later arrested.
l:‘;l‘:g'—%é;igs ;;OOKER, 35, 1182 Jackson Ave., Bronx, New .Yor%, a
'!ripplc’, charged that Anthony Russo, 40, Newark, N. J. bus dr:('}r::tr aii;
4l shoved him from a bus. Booker _ch."a::ged that between Jersey yren’t
Newark two men got on and one said “Where I come frgm nd—-——sﬁ a =
dlowed to sit in front.” Russo agreed with the man an mahedo szns];er
jumarks about Negroes. An argument f:nsued _and Russo pushed Boo
{jom the bus into the road. A motorist picked him up. _ —
4y 1—JosepH BErauFORD, 27-year-old Negro, and five compan;arns, i
“itacked in a parking lot at Broadway and East Houston Streetl,] dlewb fuck
{lity, by a gang of twenty-five or thirty whites. Beau_ford was ?1 y cHos‘
4id was on the critical list in both Colu{nl?us Hospital and Bellevue .
ital. He received no treatment on admission to Columbus and was se:;l
ater to Bellevue, Two were arrcs&ed }is a result: one 17{;26:;;2? white youth,
- Dani nd a 15-year-old whose name was n . )
i ::rlmgl.d—ségﬁoc?:ct E}E.DGAR SWyALLACE and Joun WESLEY GRAN; ofd %hicago
(harged that in Covington, Kfﬂzuclu, while on the“ Greyhoun 1 11{15 er:
ute to Clarksdale, Miss., the bus driver told them “get in the bac sead
where n s belong.” Another driver, they declared, got a fire 1_ax anc
(hreatened to kill them. They were, then arrested by Kentucky %9h1ce 1anc
lodged over night in the Cﬁovington jail and made to pay a fine. They late
-‘ any for §70,000. .
u:al-: (j.t—hg}ggsli::\r;ni}rgﬁ, 54, 70[’ Norfolk, Virginia, was beaten and kldli‘cdka
the Precinct Station 2. Lawrence dccla_re_d he was k‘nocked do\v&{nl,1 blcke(
und stamped on and that he lay on the jail floot for nine hours with bro ?1]
iibs. Lawrence also said police beat a Negro in the cell with him at t
time named Millard Massenberg. Police claimed Massenberg beat Lawrenc

May 15.—Mrs. Lena THoMAS of Harlem, New York, was beaten by 2SE
precinct Patrolman Jack Shep. Subsequently, the entire co1m'm1mt;t;1 -
iroused and hundreds of police were rushed into the area. Mrs. Tdom}.
was beaten at the Foremost Food Market when the manager clzillc N;
(op during an argument between Mrs. Thomas and a food checker. Mr

was sentenced to serve thirty years in the Central State Prison after | ‘Ihomas sued the New York Police Department for $1g,ooo damages.l ‘
youth pleaded guilty through state-appointed lawyers to second-dep May 16—Ep Bramvg, 30, of Memphis, Tennessee, was })llnded by Patrolm:
burglary. Bryant was given the severe sentence in Orange County Su [.onnie E. Bryan. Blaine had been ?rrcsied and claimed that I?iryan at]
Court, March 15, and was jailed March 22. He was alleged to have enter ollicer Carl W. Brewer had robbed him of $ro. When he reported it to t

the home of Lucille Eliot of Chapel Hill.
March 26—Lzo “Swus” MoseLy, famous Negro trombonist, was beaten |
the Shangri-La night club in Astoria, Long Island, New York by off-di

oli ion, Bryan hit him across the face while he was wearing glass
Il’ullliccz 5112:;:;“ 3l’)wyer ordered the officers to take Blaine to the hospit
' ind during the trip, they blackjacked and clubbed him. Later, Bl;m‘
policeman, George V. Killoran. Killoran became enraged when a woman ’ right eye had to be taken out. Bryan was fined $51 and Brewer was fou
his party admired the Negro musician, and he followed him into the mef = innocent of the charges. : : £ the h

room where he savagely beat Mosely. Subsequently, Killoran had to p#§« Muy 18.—A fiery cross was burned in Gadsden, Alabama, in front of t E} o
$700 damages to Mosely, who sued him. of K. J. SuLLivan, president of the Local NAACP branch of Etowah Cour
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The branch was holding a meeting at the time. Sullivan declared th
May 14 his house had been plastered with stickers that read, “Sul
the KKK is watching you.” Police were never able to discover the
who set the crosses afire.

May 22.—Five crosses burned in Negro districts of Dade County, Floridi

May 25—At Norman, Oklahoma, in the case of Mrs. Apa Lois Fisui
entry to the University of Oklahoma law school, District Judge Justir
shaw, at the request of Oklahoma Attorney General Mac Q. Williar
ruled out testimony by Dr. Robert Redfield, professor of anthropols
the University of Chicago, that long study had failed to show convil
evidence of “any difference between Negro and white students on the
tion of intellectual capacity.”

June—Curtis Drinkarp, taxi driver of Boston, Massachusetts, was beatel
local police station and sustained a broken jaw. The attack on Dris
was protested by the local NAACP on August 4th in a mass meeting
Twelfth Baptist Church.

June 2—A 15-foot cross was burned in Knoxville, Tennessee.

[une 2.—Negro canning plant workers were attacked by group of white
on election night in Okeechobee, Florida.

[une 7.—~Srepuen Moses and his wife Tressie Mae Mosts, of Brooklyn,
York, were beaten by two plainclothes men. The Moses were prepatil
leave for a vacation and were carrying bundles across the street ¥
they were accosted by the plainclothes men. Moses resented being
tioned by the men who did not identify themselves, and the men proce
to pistol-whip him. Mrs. Moses was also beaten at the time. '

June—HartNess Froweers, of Leake County, Mississippi, asked the
Supreme Court in November 1949, to reverse his conviction of assault
intent to kill for firing on a mob of white night-riders who had surrou
his home. He and his brother, James, were both convicted after one of
mob was injured, .

[une 12—A band of masked Klansmen raided a Negro Girl Scout &
near Bessemer, Alabama. Camp was closed, and two white instructor
charge were given twenty-four hours to get out of town,

[uly 5—Quincy Lee Ross was beaten in San Pedro, California, by moton
patrolman Andrew Clark. Ross had seen a cousin of his sitting in a pa
car. He went over to speak to her. The driver of the car had been stof
by the officer and was gerting a ticket. When Ross walked up, the
cursed him and asked what he wanted. He replied that he wanted to §
to his cousin, whereupon the officer struck him and arrested him. Late
jail he was again beaten. He was charged with interfering with an off

July 8—Four Negro bricklayers, hired in Chattanooga, Tennessee, to W
in Palmer, in Grundy County, were driven away by a band of white n
“We won’t even allow Negroes to come into Grundy County, muc
work here,” they said.

July 16—MacisTrRaTE Josepn RAINEY of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, was be
and arrested. Charges of disorderly conduct were subsequently dismissed.

July 23.—Two Negro sailors stationed in Oramge, Texas, were beaten.
officers P. Brousaard and A. Powell, The officers have beaten other sail
and Negro soldiers, it is charged.

[uly 23.—A posse of 200 armed white men, including police, searching
TrurMaN FurcHaM, 20-year-old Negro, so terrorized the Negro col
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' ssissippl -fv d themselves and took

W of Dentville, Mississippi, that seventy ﬁ\_e arme .
if:|;::r in the woods. According to the Associated Press, one section ofﬁthc
e was “searching Negro houses in the area and carrying Negroes off to
l|| 1t Hazlehurst.” Chief deputy Sheriff E. L. Bishop said the Ncg;;oes
uic being taken to jail “for questioning and for safeleeping—to keep them

f the mob at Dentville.” o '

Il\;rlj—c.:;n mob of about 200 white men gathered outside jail at Ocilla,

\rorgia, demanding custody of a Negro man charged with molesting white

I‘ m;l;”:-A cross was burned at Stome Mountain, Atlanta, Georgia before
-] Ku Klux Klansmen.

";!: ——L]l-:lON anD Avronso Lipscoms, brothers and both veterans, were
ot in Brooklyn, New York by Patrolman Frank Hogan in front of their
ume ‘at 1458 Bedford Avenue. Hogan was drunk at the time. .

st 9.—Two crosses were burned near Negro §cttlcmcnt in Riviera Beach,
lorida, following a proposal to the town council that another Negro hous-
iy project be built. o .
j t"nl; t).}——A cross was burned near Negro meeting 1n C‘olumbm, South Caro-
Wi, where voting in Democratic primary had been discussed.
Wit 10—Rev. Arcuie Ware, 66, was attacked at Calhoun Falls, South
‘iu‘u!fﬂﬁ, after he had voted in the Democratic primary. In an.afﬁdawt
Wled with At Gen. Tom Clark, Rev. Ware listed the names of his attack-
41y and two policemen whom he charges saw the assault and refused to pro-
Ject him. .
y'n it 14—Mrs. Lula Glass of Brooklyn, N. Y., ag_)pealed o Bgmnell, Florida,
sithorities to help her find her son, whom she said was recruited by a Whl,tj
Wicker for farm work in Florida during December of previous year. Sa;d
e had heard from relative that her son, TiLLMAN StovaLr, was being he
Iy peanage and fed bread and water. ‘
upu‘u‘ 23%—'1‘}1& house of Crarces L. Furi, 12862 St. Aubin Strcit,
Detroit, Michigan, was fired and the garage completely bumed.T The
" MAACP demanded an investigation. It noted that several other Negro-
swied homes in this area had been under attack by the Corville District
Improvement Association, a hate group. The Arson Squad mvestlgath._
wgnst 23—The home of Cror. MarsHaLL, 17803 St. Aubin Street, Detroit,
Michigan, was fired and the garage destroyed. The NAACP de'manc.led an
IlH't‘\t‘igatiGn. It noted that several other Ne'gro-owm:d homes in t.hls‘ area
had been under attack by the Corville District Improvement Association, a
\e oroup. The Arson Squad investigated. .
llrl:r|a:.rwz4.f—.\ cross was burned in the Negro section of Anderson, South
Caroling.
dug'm!!27.——A public meeting of the Ku Klux Klan was held at Cordele,
Lieorgia. " .
Iqw»;ier 1.—There were 12 cross burnings in .central Florida. .
Wptember 4—Two police were charged with arresting and threatening
Negro youth in Fulton County, Georgia, who refused to obey their order
i6 go to church. .
il :rr?mbcr g—Livert Jongs, 23, of Augusta, Georgia, escaped f}eath at the

{n.uuls of a hooded gang that kidnapped him. Jones had applied for civil

\rvice examindtion to be a policeman. The gang pulled him from his home
ut gun point and put him in a car. Jones, however, grappled with the men
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in the back sear, managed to open the door and jumped from the spet|
car.
September 21.—Police were needed to disperse groups of white men i
ening two Negro plasterers brought in to work in the all-white coun
Dawson, Georgia. :
October 9.—A cross was burned before a home where a meeting was |
to protest a new municipality, The new municipality would preven
building of Negro housing units in Miemi, Florida.
October 26.—A 12-year-old Negro girl was raped by Robert L. Gerlach '
Marvell, Arkansas. Gerlach stopped the child, forced her into his cary|
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W 1 white man, was sentenced to five years in .pri.son in I\/ﬂzlsszsszp;:z, rifr:(c;
Witrying Junie Scradney, white woman, on testimony that his great-g

he Negro.
..“::n}::r v:z?—aThegKu Klux Klan paraded through the streets of Bessemer,

Alub in a fifty-car caravan, i
‘ iu'n:‘:za;;—a'fhg Ku Klux Klan paraded through the streets of Brighton,

Alubama in a ffty-car caravan.

1949
her to a secluded wooded area and raped her. Gerlach was sentenc ] . i pifased see
ten years in the penitentiary. Wanist Hazer Scorr, wife of Representative Adam C. Powell, re usei) Snd—
October 28—The Ku Klux Klan distributed handbills announcing, it w Wie in a Pasco, Washington, lunch stand although she had been snowhou

ride through eight Florida towns on election eve.

October 30—AntHONY Harpison, 25, veteran, was beaten, arrested and |
incommunicado in the Raymond St. jail of Brooklyn, New York. Hardl
a student of radio and television, was arrested and charged with pu
sion of burglar tools. He was carrying his radio equipment at ‘the |
Subsequently he was convicted and sentenced to three years in Sing

November 1.—~The Ku Klux Klan burned two crosses: one in front ol
courthouse at Tuskegee, Alabama, and other at the intersection lem
to Tuskegee Institute, a Negro college.

November 1.—Four towns in central Florida had crosses burned in
Negro residential areas on election eve. Fifty cars, each containing ||
two to four hooded Klansmen, drove through Plymouth, Tavares, Leesl
and Wildwood.

November 2—Postal authorities were checking on hundreds of lettery |
to Negro voters in Nashville, Tennessee: “Keep away from the polls Ng
—KKK” and “The Klan knows YOQU.”

November 3—A Klan motorcade burned trail of crosses, mostly in
residential districts, from Mount Dora to Miami, Florida.

November 3—NeLson Burns, 48-year-old father of Herman Burns, a y
killed by Los Angeles police, was himself savagely beaten by police. I’
accosted Burns while he was driving his truck. They stopped him, examl
his license and asked him if he was the father of the boy who was killh
He replied ‘yes’ and was immediately arrested. In the police station Wi
he asked for the use of the phone to notify his family, he was beaten, Il
reparted this to the Civil Rights Congress.

November 5—Pvr. Vertie WaeeLer of Co. G, 25th Inf., Ft. Benning, Geal wiry 27—DPolice escorted a motorcade of robed men bearing an electric
was beaten by civilian police while military police looked on. Whe

I s and KKK pennants in Tallahassee, Florida. 5 el
was beaten in Colombus, Georgia, by three police who kicked and beatl ) biuary g—Two hundred and sixty-nine hooded Klansmen paraded in the
with night sticks, ;

i through streets of Denmark, South Cm:olina, carrying red flares, -

Nowmber 23._.BAYARD ]ENKINS was CODViCth fOI’ thﬁ murder Of MIS- Kﬂ | ‘l”“”-y Ig.-A ﬁve_foot Cross was burned in f[ont of [he']eﬁerson SC 00

Meller, 43, in June, 1948. On December 8, two weeks after convielle {4 Negro school) in Union, New Jersey, where a meeting was held to
Herbert Gulembo, a white grave digger, confessed to Saginaw, Michi

protest the death sentence imposed on the “Trenton Six.” —_
authorities that he and ot Jenkins had killed Mrs. Meller. Afterll W8 biwary 19.—Three crosses were burned in front of the Miami Shores

campaign, new trial was granted Jenkins on technical grounds, in Sepii {Mlorida) Community Church. A Negro minister had been invited to speak

ber, 1949. i the white congregation. . :
December 12—A Klonvokation was held at Macon, Georgia, at City Aul Shiwary 19. Otis Smurs, Electrical Workers Umon' lcade{: was lalmdcd after

torium two thousand hooded Klansmen attended to hear Dr. Samuel Gt | i beaten by Erie, Pennsylvania, police who seized him during an auto-
December 20.—Davis Kwicur, 23, who served in the United States Na wibile accident. Smith was beaten by Patrolmen Harry Staszewski and

il without food for hours. .
:'l:nlnr of Capitol Christian Church in Tallahasscc, Florida, 1'nv1tcd 11DR.
_ Jamrs E. Hupson, chaplain of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical Co ﬁg;
lui Negroes, to speak during Brotherhood Week. Board of Elders cancelle
) i .t E. y . . -
?:!flc-lllj;njeﬁ?an Medical Association, at national convention, mamtamled
“white only” membership in segregated territory and other areas, and 1::_1 50
wlised to permit Negro physicians located in segregated areas to affiliate
ly national level. ) ] )
=j"l|il." |[<):$g Jounson Bunche, former mediator in Palestine z_\nd director of
U United Nations Trusteeship Council for Non-Sclf-Governing Temtorlfes,
fuli it necessary to turn down appointment as Under Secretary of Statctle t}clxr
e United States because his children would not be allowed to attend the
liool of their choice in Washington, D. C. ) _
l‘:\’:lll_‘ll.mm Lokw, of East Orange, New [Jersey, advertised his hlome“for sale
W cither whites or Negroes, Received numerous threats, including Sell To
Heproes And Suffer.”
umtv 14—Police cleared the path for a parade of armed and hooded Klans-
w through Ovpelika, Alabama. ] '
|:.:: y I7.—§At ’?’aliadge College, Alabama, forty au:tomobﬂes, filled with
luoded Klansmen, rode through the campus, warning the .smd%er;lt body
Wit to participate in the Alabama Students Conference on Civil Rights.
wiiry 22.—A cross was burned in the Negro section of Suffolk, Virginia.
ity 22—A cross was burned in front of a Negro-owned store in Driver,
Virpinia.
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William Podbielski, who admitted using blackjacks. He was charged

drunken driving and resisting arrest. Charges of assault and battery
lodged against the policemen,

February 19.—~A cross was burned in an open field. Several hooded men!

tied firearms and threatened bystanders in Talladega, Alabama.

February 20—Three crosses burned in front of homes in Talladega, Alaby

February 23—In West Columbia, South Carolina, the Ku Klux Klan p

and held a meeting at which Dr. Samuel Green attacked the Civil Ri

Program.

February 24—Three Negro boys were flogged by five white men who cl
themselves Ku Klux Klansmen at Columbus, Georgia. The boys refuse
tell whether their school principal had shaken hands with a white Bra

hood Week speaker,

February 26—In a signed statement sent to the Pittsburgh Courier, Witk
Local r419, Int’l Longgh

Jackson, 3s-year-old longshoreman, member of

men’s Association, AFL, charged that he had been brutal

ly beaten, k
and stamped on by New

man while standing in the pay line
and South Front Streets on February 26. He said that the

stationed at the pay line then came aver and struck him behind the pf
j i » the officer said he hadn’t planned to |

white man to hit him,” he would be taken to jail. The officer tried to' |

Jackson in the office on the Terry

said “don’t hit him here,” the officer ¢

to the First Precinct station. There five policemen searched him, and y
one found registration papers for voting he became parficularly brutal, |

Smith property, but when the ¢

» white. The couple moved to Maryland, |

Hamilton spent eighty-two days in jail and the marriage was held void,
March 7—The Ku Klux K|

Alabama,

March 10.—~The Georgia Real Estate Commission sought to deprive

CaLuoun, Negro real estate broker, of his license, after he sold a home
white neighborhood in Atlans,
“public interest,”

March 12.—Mzs. Anna May WiLson repérted that her husband was abdugl

from their home in Chattanooga, Tennessce. Three hooded men ordef
her to “clear out within an hour,”

March 13—Avrton Fowvrsx, a caddy,
savagely beaten by four Palm Beach
cigarettes he knew nothing about. Fo

range, after being taken from jail by Riviera Beach Police Chief John ¥ |
Britt; William M. Barnes, West Palm Beach officer; Euell Culbreth 1

Walter 1. Minton, Palm Beach County De
Florida East Coast Railway special officer.

Orleans, Louisiana, police of the First Precinct;
cording to Jackson, he became involved in a fight with another longsh

of the Terry Smith Company, Gy

alled a patrol wagon and took Ja : Murch 26 —Manzie Tromas of Orlande, Florida was seized by two carloads

an staged an eighteen-car parade through Gadsds

@, Georgia, to Negroes. Charge was violatil
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i i i ith a
lis hands, Fowler charged, while the others took turns beating him wit

k leather strap. i
‘H:i[‘:}kk I:.a—MRS. C?ATHERINE ScaLes, 27, was attacked in a C(lmey ISII?EII?
New York bus by the driver, Michael Carfas, 25, and John Poulos, 23. ;
‘tales, pregnant at the time, suffered a miscarriage.

. Murch 18—~Warren Crawrorp, 396 Tompkins Avenue, Brooklyn, New York,

i 8th Precinct in Harlem
ar he was severely beaten and assaulte.d in the 2
lvlll:(l:ﬁeﬁc iep(i‘sted bein)é robbed. Police claimed he struck one of them and
"lemanded to be arrested.” o
Hu:fl'/;HiS—The Third U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals free{cjl.ta cgharaiyltlza;aor];fg:l
] hat a state cannot extradite
Negro, Leon Jonnson, an(-i rl:llcc‘i‘t & b ol
jiti hose custodians inflict “unusual, brutal or inhuman p '
lll:f;:rt]w]?hrlvso(r)l was convicted of murder in Georg(iia ﬁn1§94}]3 ancé ESC?ECge:z;
o i i h and held there for s
imonths later, He was arrested in Pitesburg 2
i Arthur James. Johnson has
under a warrant issued by former Governor i ook
Lont d that prison guards would kill him }f he were retur ! orgi
H‘r:'lnl':':e;fiThicephouscsg occupied by Negroes in the North Smithfield district
o Birmingham, Alabama, were shattered by dyn.aml_te.
Miurch 25~~The home of Bismor S. L. Grzex of Bzrm.mg/mm, A{aiﬂ{na;vgii\:
liombed by terrorists who resentcd_ Negro;s gmﬁfmg mtclyta previously
ity. Birmingham police failed to find the terrorists. ‘
NL:'?';:lr;I;nl—j;&LONzo &g}UYTON, Purple Heart veteran, wasGbeaten a:ccll fl;l;zl:li{{i
: g i he 79th Precinct. Guyton a
by Brooklyn, New York police of t i i e i ey
‘re walking down the street when the plainclothesm | ther
Iwi(ulytto:avv;sn%mmked to the sidewalk when he demanded that they identify
ithemselves,

i irville and flogged until uncon-
il men, carried to a wooded area near Fairville
:u il:::. Tliomas reported the kidnapping to Detectives J. R. Beach and John
Willard. _
ﬁwf.n'rlb aig.—A public meeting of the Ku Klux Klan was held at Americus,

(-. { 1 1 :

!f'r:ioz‘.ngeven Negroes were flogged by a {nob of fifty ];(1) s}tlavgnttgff\tffmn:isi?g
i t Hooker, Georgia. A trial later establishe
:Intlull);?:%iﬁjya]ohn %V Lynch, and three deputies, turned the men Oveé
o KKK mob, The sheriff was found guilty in March, 1950, and sentence
10 one year in prison.

lpril g—Epwarp L. Haywarp, 24-year-old postal employee of Los dngeles,

California was beaten by police after a traflic ﬁlterc}:lation‘ H?eyc;vizil v;gls—
| i i inclothesmen who then arres ¢
beaten with a pistol by two plainc .
aesault with a Izieaclly weapon. The charge was later changed to a mis
demeanor.

 April 1o—~When 4o-year-old SamurL Spears paused at an information table

wt up on a New Orleans, Louisiana street corner to examine lxteraht’urc ?‘15;

played for voters by the Young Progressives, he wSas mauled 1b01:t y;spzol(;:n

' i i ion i lice car. Spears was beaten

and carried to a precinct station in a po en 2

v he reached the station, in spite of the egorts of several organtliizilognoscctl(;

' i his job as porter in an op

revent the brutality. He also lost Ly

.lnmpany. As a result of the beating, Spears, a small and rather frail man,

had a cut chin, burst ear drum, b{msz.zs and contusions, e ——
May.—New Orleans, Louisiana police invaded the campus of a Neg
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versity and dragged 18-year-old EmanurL Burier out of the chemi
building into their squad car and to the police precinct station. The Dill
University student had been in a chemistry class at the time when
posed incident had occurred with two white women, He was first held
the charge of “disturbing the peace” and then the charge was changed
“secking to entice women for immoral purposes.” The entire student |
at Dillard, in addition to faculty members, the president of the school |
young Butler’s friends and family protested the groundless charge and
brutal treatment of the Negro student.

May 2—James O'Near, Far Rockaway, New York civie leader, was bea
and arrested by detectives of the 215t Division who claimed he had I
writing policy slips. O’Neal was subsequently freed of the charges,

May 3.—Cuarres Corszrrr, 107 West 143rd Street, New York, and his frie
Perer Marsmary, 63 West t4oth Street, were beaten by Patrolman Jg
Macauley of the Mounted Squad One as they were on the way home fi
work. They were arrested and charged with assaulting the officer.

Week of May 5—Grorce Ammon LiLLie, 27-year-old blind veteran, |
savagely beaten by deputies from the Sheriff’s office in Housron, T,
According to Lillie and Johnnie Mac Holmes,
blind man was beaten when deputies questioned him about suspecty
connection with an alleged rape of a white girl. Lillie was beaten with niy
sticks and a pistol was jammed into one of his eyes.

Week of May 5—Snsvron Lorick, 76-year-old farmer, was taken from |
home in Lexingion County, South Carolina, at midnight by fifteen i
unrobed and unmasked. He was taken to the woods and beaten, kickul
and left naked and bleeding in the pouring rain. The reason given by 1l
mob was that he knew whites too well. On the same night, a white widd
whom Mr. Lorick had helped by supplying her with fuel for her stove Wi
also beaten by the mob. r g

May 14—WiLLiam MiLsurn, of Brooklyn, New York, was severely beatgll
by two detectives as he escorted his wife home from a movie. Milburn w
blackjacked near the edge of an East River pier and ordered to jump i
the river. He reported the case to the 84th Precinct, pointed out the de
tives to precinct officials, but his charges were ignored. '

May 21.—Dr. Lucian MerrIwWEATHER, JUDcE MERCER Mance and two wome

companions, Miss Emiry Stuart and Miss STAHELEEN STUaRT, Were arresi

while sitting in their car at a sandwich stand in Indianapolis, Indiana. T
women, who were of fair complexion, were social workers. Because of the

fair skins, and because their escorts were Negroes, the women were assuni

to be “prostitutes.” 1

May 23.—Seven Negroes were seized in Dade County, Georgia by a mob

100 Klansmen who flogged them. The men were seized from Sheriff Jol

Lynch who had them in custody,

May 26.—Sam ]. SkipwortH of Mecklenburg County, Virginia, was beaten by

a mob and suffered a fractured skull, Witnesses said a black automobile with

North Carolina license plates stopped at a filling station where Skipworth

was employed, called him out and set upon him, :
June—~—In Brookside, Alabama, a robed and hooded mob raided 2 cafe whow

white owner served both Negroes and whites,
fune 1.—Two Negro men were flogged by Klansmen
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he witnesses.
- dford and Rev. Luther Brown were t
“’Ir‘rt/': .-oI;I -]1;;?1; EtOv(:aIr 200 white men surroundgd '\xt]he %Orgcfbx ofn iff:fg
‘ | 3 ve
g Ashby Street between Greensferry an est En .
:f-(t?rll-ggstl{::m to rr?ove out and turn their p;opertybover to whites, Uniformed
bl ted to have accompanied the mob. ]
!mlv;fjl;c: i?xéfﬁ\?n D. Brown of Harlem, New YM% Czty,l ‘was shoto &nii;}leac‘lz
; Al he same time, the policeman,
liy Abraham Yudenfreund. At t ehengn, o L0 o
it hot and wounded James Lre Tavror, co : . Yude
|||||:-u:11dmi;asd Ointerfered in an argument Brown was having with his wife
it the corner of 115th Street and Fifth Avenue at the time. . e
e 21.—A mob attack occurred in Sz Lom;, Mzs.lwum' Wh'Eﬂ fhgli&t‘a?:gor;?mds
( ttacked some fifty Negro youths, swimming in tf
:l- :-llc(lhhlfll?l;iiipai pool, with baseball bats, clubs an? khmve.s. This was followed
) ic attacks on Negroes in other parts of the city.
]ml'yy ]SEJ_O}'(E;ilg ?‘IEQT:RY MCCUI%—LERS, Negro farmer and father of sbxx, wash bei:)elg
With heavy sticks during June 1949, in Clay County, Alabama, he
:ffe County grand jury. o
i fuh”irl\s/?fRSHoALL B}OgHNSONz 15, and his sister EDW;b;Aé 16, 0’£I‘ }l:IewséE:;dIe\éc‘z
i isiti 1 in Montgomery, Alabama. ey >
Jersey, were visiting relatives .n 7 o, I i
i i he segregation law, sat in front. 3
(ity bus and, not knowing of th e
g T. , drew a pistol and kicked them off the bus. y :
ll;ltfh}é‘izvviﬂ jail forptwo days. Judge Wiley C. Hill, Jr. threatened to send
» chi to reform school until they were z21. ) . )
In;:;"-[ d.f%-cll;?rimo(“f;x, 2g-year-old Negro woman of High Point, North garfi
fin, was shot and critically wounded by a 'whlte. dance hall operator, O. L.
Werst, who fired into a crowd of Negroes in Winston Salem. e
fuly 12 -L-The Appellate Division of the Penmylz}gma il;pgeme C?tu;thcez}; e
, E i ma afte
(nse of FLercrEr Miiws, who fled a lynch mob in Alaba 3
' i fe. He was arrested by the
ff 2 ult from a white landlord with a knife. :
'I"'Iildri}nalsjsl?iladelphia on the Alabama Fugitive Act. An appeal is scheduled
i be heard in his case.
hq;; :2.——The Appellate Division of New York gave Clarence ]ack;s;}rlxerz
lemporary reprieve from being returned to a Georgia prison camp
lic said “certain death” awaited him. He escaped in 1948. -
[uly 19.—DrayToN WiLLiams, 30, of Brooklyn, a bus driver on Staten Is ?111 5
.’:fr'rg'ygrk, charged that he was beaten by a v}xff}}te&nspf&:tor, ]ohtn hvffrﬂocrg
iller’s son, Pete, because he was “fresh. policeman  to
w(ill]igfxlale;leé-o;;?ai,ncd threatened to arrest him instead of his attackers, who
had severely injured his right hand. Williams was one of the first Negroes
(i be assigned to the Staten Island run by the Board of Transpertation.
Weck of July 20—~Wooprow Waite's home in Chattanooga, Tennesseefwas
lombed after he had lived there only one mon'fh. He had purcgase}:ld trosg
i white family. The explosion ripped a hole in the porch and shatter
Iu;:fr”;‘agoj;[askcd men beat five Negroes and shot two of them in Columbz}'iz,
‘\'uut/; Carolina. A Negro minister, Rev. M. W. Jackson, rcgorted the
attacks. Among the victims were Joun Bares, 45, and ELI:JOTT ATES,ftV]gO
ol three brothers who were beaten. John Vlva§ shot. The wife of one of the
) beaten as was a small girl relative. o
}u!’;lr“;};eﬁﬂis ho?’ni of Roscoe Jomwson of Ckzmgc_:, Illlnms', was attacked
by a mob of over 2,000 whites with rocks and flaming gasoline soaked rags

his business associate,
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in an attempt to drive him from his newly bought home on the South
Though over 200 police were on the scene no attempt was made to di
the mob nor were any arrests made. Johnson was a post office empl
and a substitute school teacher.

August—Six Negro seamen, British citizens of the West Indies, were |
on charges of disorderly conduct when they refused to accept a jim
drinking fountain installed on their ship by a white repair crew while
ship lay in the port of Savannah, Georgia.

Awugust—]ames MonTcomERy was freed from the Illinois Statesville Penl
tiary after having served twenty-five years for a crime that never occu
Montgomery was sentenced to life in 1925 for “raping” a 6z-yeat
woman. Federal Judge Michael L. Igoe released him on a writ of hal
corpus in 1949 after witnesses testified that a medical report showed
woman had not been raped, but it was not put in evidence at the |
Montgomery received letters threatening to turn him over to'the Ku |
Klan if he tried to defend himself against the rape charge. Judge
ruled that the issue in the 1924 trial “was not the guilt or innocence of
crime of rape—but that of racial subjugation.”

Awugust—LEstER TATE, 31, Los Angeles Negro shop steward, member of
Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers Union, faced extradition to Virginia,
was arrested for attempted robbery of a small store in Princess A
Virginia, in 1942 and was sentenced to ten years on the chain gang. |
escaped in 1943, came to Los Angeles. He is married and the fathe
four children. He was arrested in August, 1949 on a minor charge which'
dismissed, but he was held on a fugitive warrant. Governor Tuck
Virginia has demanded his return. His union and the Civil Rights Cong
provided bail for him,

Augusr 13—Dynamite was thrown from speeding car at homes of |
Negro ministers in the North Smithfield district of Birmingham, Alabi
blasting out windows and walls. '

August 21.—Mrs. ALserTa BETHEL, mother of two children, was beaten
clubbed to the ground by Patrolman McCavera in Far Rockaway, N
York. Mrs. Bethel was assaulted when she noticed McCavera, of the 10

precinct, molesting Negro passers-by by ordering them to move on
poking women and men with his night stick when they hesitated, A
Bethel confronted McCavera and noted his badge number. Enraged,
began striking her with his night stick, knocked her to the sidewalk
kicked her. Mrs. Bethel was arrested and held overnight.

September—Physical examination of three Groveland, Florida youths,
on “rape” charges, revealed that the young men were beaten by police
make them “confess,” The youths, SamurL SuepiErp, 22; WALTER
Irvin, 22 and Cuaries GreENLEE, 16, were examined by Drs. J. Do
and N. Spaulding. The doctors noted lash marks, broken teeth and that |
foot of one of the youths was cut with broken glass. The U.S. Supreme Col
on November 27, stated that the sentences (death and life imprisonmel
would be reviewed by the court. After a white woman raised the cry
rape, the whites of Groveland went on a lynch rampage and attacked |

Negro section of the town, National Guard and Army troops were called @

One Negro was shot and killed.

September—An unknown Negro bean picker was beaten near Henders
ville, North Carolina by a group of white terrorists. The Negroes in |
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yicinity were brought from Florida with promis},i:s th 5}(,) ga(;'t‘dt :own;cits 'II‘-)ETZ
of beans but were paid only 4o cents when they | :
h",l:;.lcgzl;gh Courier received a letter from ab wmllla’? picker who wrote,

Pl lease do something before they mob us all.” o

pirrl::;:' pzti—The US. District Court ruled t-hathsegrigauo}::_ll :n tl'Ix\? sdhm:;gs

/ ] 1 en Na
§ National Airport, Washington, D.C., where Mrs. He

::It'irlrslcg service, does nit conflict with Constitution, Interstate Commerce Act

it other Federal law. ) ]

‘ ‘;lrléjlofchepzember §.—Grover Davis, an auto repair shop owner [;)f Tusc:s

loosa, Alabama was pistol-whipped by a gang of robed men. Davis w
ed f; his home by the gang. N

Ll ;:}gtff ;:;?ember 8.—IUYNIOR CaarLes of Roseland, Louisiana, was attack;d

ly a gang of armed men who warned him to stop delivering milk, after he

= |iought a new truck. Subsequently a-white man took over the business. b

Week of September 8 —FLETCHER WILLIAMS, 52, of Wilmer, Louisiana, ha

his\ home burned by terrorists after he protested to Federal authorities at
ing denied the right to vote. _ '

'rl'n:-l:fbef[;.——DAvmgMONTGOMERY, 17, and his cousin PavL WiLLiaMs, were

{n'.llcn by a gang in Philadelphia. Williams is from Woodbury, New ]e1;§y.

" Jloth youths were severely beaten and suffered head and body injuries. Kive

white suspects were later arrested and charged with assault and battir):i. s

Nepiember 9.—Mrs. May HunTt of Raleigh, North Carolina was attacke S‘y

(iiles Beal, Jr. of Gastonia, N. C. during the Debutante Ball at the hxr
Walter Hotel. Mrs. Hunt came to the rescue of her daughter Ml‘{drcd who
was operating an elevator when Beal attempted to bring a chair onto xtl
'l':lw. girl called her mother and Mrs. Hunt told her not to move the car unti
lical took the chair off. He became angry and struck Mrs. Hunt, fracturing
v jaw. He was fined $s0. _ o .
l-Jnl::::')c!f‘;I.—CHARLEs Rivers was beaten insensible in front of his home }?t
4,6 Dawson Street, Bronx, New York, by Patrolman‘lohn Smith in the
presence of ten eyewitnesses. Smith had accosted Rivers on ‘the street,
searched him, and found a small knife, and proceeded to beat him, fractur-
ing his skull. ) .

Nopermber—Mzs., Constance Baker MotLey, assistant special c

N[:;fni'";‘JQACP, accompanied by three delegates to the NAACP youth confer-
enice, was struck and physically evicted from the Four Acres Restaurant 1111'1
/ h:y;cm, Ohio by bartenders Robert Gallagher and Carl Latotus, when she
complained that her group had been refused service, W. W, Fox, a poém.e‘
man summoned to arrest the attackers, refused to make any arrests and in
profane language attacked a white member of the group for associating

ith Negroes. )

N":ulm;abergl.—Mns. Lena Fausser of Jamaica, New York, was beatcnlby
policewoman Mary Shanley when she inadvertently bumped into the police-
woman on the street. Mrs. Fausset was beaten in the 103rd Precinct. i

November 4—Police attempted to break up a torchlight parade being held for
(‘ouncilmanic candidate Benjamin Davis, on Lenox Avenue, in New York
(ity. Several marchers were injured, six arrested. One of those hurt was
Negro newspaper reporter, TEp PosTon, from N. Y. Post, struck by police-
man’s club. Another, Aprianng Boucn of 168 Lenox Ave., was hit on the

th by a club. o

N::f::umbcr Y9.—-}3eginning on November 9 and continuing for several days, o

mobs numbering up to 2,000 attacked Negroes and Jews in Chicago, lllinois.
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8\l Piscataway, Maryland, were denied entrance, and told to use side doors
- it i church. I
’:l‘lllzlt;:TfriarB(fLL, Negro instructor at Jackson 'College, M:sxzész.p,'o]z,dwas
unpled out of a group of white jaywalkers by police, slappﬁdfapr;lf ]?1;: .
uiry—Ep Roeinson and his brother, HILLIA’RD Roemson, o : ontg gz fy,
Mlubama were beaten and shot by four white men. They later 'su% or
V00,000 damages each. The men accused were Danicl and Curvxr(x1 - avzs;
Liiover Gardner and Alex Fannin, and were 1n§:11cted for assault and inten
1 murder. The Robinsons were beaten with pistols and then shot.

Y. N, North Carolina farmer living in Ohio, had been
|;::::iied I&z?thc‘?;;:eg]pt to rape” in North Carolina. Two attempts to extrfz
lite him had failed. The Federal Grand Jury, in North “Carohn.a returne
i indictment stating that anyone who tra\'zel.s interstate “to .lavociid p;oisecu»
ln or custody or confinement after conviction has” committed a eGony.
(North Carolina has no law covering “attempt to rape.”) Office of Attg‘. ¥ enl.
MiGrath suggested the federal author:t{es in Ohio ‘lI‘}VOkC the1 e ;1;
wntute of removal proceedings, a law akin to the fugitive slave law. The
Hidictment of the Federal Grand Jury of North Carfﬂma was sent t;)d the
115, Commissioner in the Cleveland District and hearing was to be he ;l)n
linuary 28, 1950. Actually this was a move to dispossess Costen from his
Wi, where his white neighbors disapproved of his economic ad\fanéemint.
Wiry 12.—ANDERSON LARK was returning from the home of a fncg bw en
I was set upon by police in a San Francisco, Californig strect and beaten,

ked and robbed. o
:ul:-J:-;({zz.-d—fAMEs WiLson was arrested in New York City in 1949 lafte(;
miaping from a chain gang in Sowsh Carolina, where he had Eifzen P ac:t:
lui killing a man who had been molesting his wife. Despite public prgtes ;,
l1, Gov. Hanley signed the extradition order to return WllSOﬂ- to Sout
tirolina, The Civil Rights Congress had been fighting the extradition since
Wilson was arrested in 1949. Wilson was returned to South Carolina on
51;:1;:?;1136.2——5—,1{2%?111* KirxenpoLr, 1g-year-old Negro youth of Chicago, lllinois,
wis sentenced to seventy-five years g prison because he refused to pay a

e r shakedown fee to police officers.
ll::m:rl';lljg.—En WaLsH, notcdpartist of New York, was set upon and b*ilate'n
Iy four white men while on his way to the Freedom Theater where he is
(enic er. .
::.xl;.ﬁﬂg;{l SeusLr, Negro artist in Greenwich Village, New York City,
had the street window of her shop smilshed by ihnodlums four times. Com-
luints to the police authorities produced no results.

N!u./: 11.—]35511312 Lee GOLDMApraS flogged by a band of over twenty-five
lwoded men near Eastrman, Georgia. Subsequently, Mfred Crumley, Theo
[ ewis, and F. M. Smith were arrested, and charged with a§sau1t and battery.
Sheriff Ollie P. Peacock at first refused to act in the flogging and expressed
lear of the Klan. The Georgia Bureau of Investigation entered the case

b (e frer the flogging. _
I;!‘.II Cz.d—a-{ifxiun ANDER%?)N gof Los Angeles was injured in an automobile

' sivident near Globe, Arizona. At the Gila County Hospital he was treated so

Tgs50 1

mhumanly that the wound became infected. A cast was put on his leg
Negro church-goers attempting to attend services at St. Mary's Catholic Churglh
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These incidents began when Aaron Bindman, an official of the Longsh
men and Warehousemen’s Union invited Negro friends to his home,
reign of terror, aided by the Chicago police, continued for a week. i
man’s home was stoned, Roving mobs attacked Negroes in the strecty
the Southwest Side around 56th and Peoria Streets. Police refused to arl
the mobsters. The mobs were both anti-Negro and anti-Jewish,
November. 19.—Loutse Houston was beaten and cut by Police Chief W,
Brock and Deputy Sheriff Paul Jennings of Tampa,” Florida. The offis
were trying to make the Negro woman tell the whereabouts of her hushy
who had an altercation with a railroad foreman, The officers were acquill
by a Federal jury of charges they violated the Negro woman’s rights.
November 19—TFive Negroes were beaten by Police Chief Thomas 1. Gy
of Florala, Alabama to make them confess a crime. Gantt was later fih
tenced to two years and a fine of $200 by Federal Judge C. B. Kenname
Week of November 19.—Four youths, Joun A. LrakE, 19, Harorp Mg
22, WiLserT Rosinson, 19, and Dan Carowere, 22, were brutally beal
by a mob near Charlotte, North Carolina. The youths were returning {
Hickory, N. C. when their bus was stopped by the moh.
November 26.—WiLLiam Frankrn, of Bakersfield, California, an employee i
the Southern Pacific Railroad, was beaten in the local railroad station, I\
policeman gave no reason for the beating other than he had scen Frankl
dozing and asked him for his identification.
December —Four crosses were burned in outlying sections of Mobile, Alaban
followed by announcement by Alabama Ku Klux Klan leader, Willjy
Hugh Morris, that the crosses called for revival of the KKK.
December 4—Jaxs Braprorp, 26-year-old Negro of Columbiz, Missouri, Wi
picked up by two police officers for “prowling” in a white neighborhau
He was held in jail for five days without charges, although the legal iy
is twenty hours, He was question, threatened and told a mob would §
him unless he confessed to two crimes—one of rape and one of attempig
rape. A gun was pointed at his head, a mob was outside, and he signed §
“confession.” On April 24, 1950, he was found guilty of the attempted ra
charge, and faced the full rape charge on May 1%, 1950. He got a five-yapl
sentence for the first charge. The “victim” could not identify Bradfoml
other than to say he looked “similar.” Court-appointed counsel called i
defense witnesses. One witness was intimidated so as not to appear.
December 10—~Rev. Grorera A. Perg1Ns, 69-year-old minister and carpenie
was given fifty lashes by asband of hooded terrorists near Claxton, Georph
Rev. Perkins was dragged from his home late at night. The hooded m
told him he was being flogged because he held political meetings in |y
church and told Negroes they were as good as white people,
December 11.—James Perkins, 26, and his wife, Consrance, of 510 W
176th Street, New York City were beaten in a bar at 173rd Street and §
Nicholas Avenue byshoodlums who resented the fact that Mrs. Perking
white. Police of the 34th Precinct showed little interest in apprehendip;
the attackers.
December, 1949—In Nashoille, Tennessee, two new houses,
Negroes on Antioch Pike, were blasted,

part of project fu

wver an open wound. When it was cut off, the skin and flesh came off with
the cast.

S ———




116 GENOCIDE

April 6.—Local officials in Roxboro, North Carolina tried to hush |
beatmghof a (li\_Te_grolby a white policeman on St. Patrick’s Day. The |
wore the traditional green in observation i i i , -
attacked by the ofﬁceé who said: “N Ofs t::e I;i? S}:;hiiz dan:;l ue.—A movement was begun in Gary, Indiana, to stop the extradition of
white folks.” P 3 |lirnvan Lawrence, a Negra youth, who came to Garylm Iune of 1950,

April 13—New $11,000 home of Dr. J. A. Bovkin, Negro dentist of Bij ulter escaping from a chain gang in Alabama. He got a job in Gary. Fc_>l—
ham, Alabama, destroyed by three dynamite blasts. The property, | lywing a report to police of Gary that Lawrc’ncc was wanted for thf:ft in
one block from Dr. Boykin’s previous home, had been ofﬁcially’ : Alabama, he was arrested and jailed. Lawrence’s counsel says th_at he is not
for Negroes the previous October, approved by the city commisii wanted for theft, but 'that he is sought by a former employer in Alabam'a
zoning board, the property purchased from the city. The police m who did not want him to leave. The NAACP brought case to public
af}'EStS- Altention. ' Rt il

April 18—Lovis ArstoN was beaten by Brookl n, Ne it ¢—Josepn Brown, 18-year-old Negro, upon returning to Miamz, I'loriaa,
charged with rape when -he was seen ?n the fofnpany “.ff gothig‘h ffom a visit to Harlem, was arraigned before Criminal Court Judge Ben
Alston was’ beaten so severely he was hospitalized in Kings County % Willard on a charge of stealing $6. “What would you rather do—that I
for 4 days. wll you ‘mister’ and give you five years or that I call you ‘Joe’ and send you

April 22—In Birmingham, Alabama, the home of B. W, HeNpenrs liome to Poppa?” Judge Willard asked. “Call me Joe,” the youth replied,
Negro contractor, was bombed. It was the sccond time the Hc W reported by the Associated Press.
home v.vas’bombcd, and climaxed a series of bombings in the North | e 2.—ANDY ALLEN, 27, of Los Angeles, California, was beaten and arrested
field District, into which Negroes had begun to move. Police made no | liy Detective Potts Neal when he was stopped in his auto. Allen had a

April 25.—CorngLtus Larkiv, 27, of Los Angeles, California, mentally jcture of his sweetheart Muriel Nelson, a very fair-complected Negro, in
cient, was shot by police who were allegedly investigating an atte \iv car. The officer asked him what he was doing with the photo, obviously
burglary. Larkin was on his way home when police closed in ofl mistaking it for a white girl’'s picture, and when Allen answered that
E)‘(cued, he ran and was shot. shie was his fiancée, he was beaten up.

April 20—Mas. Maceiz Pray, 24, a mother of Washington, D.C., was | Wi 2.—Lzonarp C. Jounson of San Luis Obispo, California, was beaten by
by Patrolman William N. Howell of the Ninth Precinct. Howell l.os Angeles police after he demanded that they treat his wife with respect.
slapped her baby POY: Joun WesiEy. The officer came to her home I¢ I'he Johnsons were driving along when stopped, and Johnson was forced to
for a man named “Keyes” and when Mrs. Peay protested his invasion | “walk the chalk line” to test him for drunkenness. One policeman referred
home he beat her. When the terrified baby grabbed him around thi I Mrs. Johnson as “that gal.”

he slapped him. Mrs, Howell suffered a possible fractured skull, bu e 3.—A large fiery cross was burned during a meeting of the Ku Klux Klan
ar.restcd and charged with assault and disorderly conduct. D putside city limits of Jacksonville, Florida. A police escort was given the
April 26 —A I3nycar—c?ld Negro girl in Rome, Georgia, told how she had purade through the city before the meeting.
faé’ffld I;ly’thrcc white men as two white women looked on and laj n¢ 6—GEorce GuiLLory, 19, and his brother Frank, 18, of Opelousas,
M il 1 IT‘:lr bk toddied abous: theam, . lLouisiana, were beaten sevﬁly while they looked for the draft board in
a};: 1.—ToNy Jackson was attacked by hoodlums in New York follg he St. Landry Parish Court House. They went to the vote registration office
tble Maly Day parade. He was severely beaten with sticks, and sustai liy mistake. Neither could speak English very well. The day before, six
Ma 00d Cl\?It on the brain, nccessitating a transfusion, Negroes who attempted to register to vote were pistol-whipped.
‘ ‘}1"\/[ 4— Mrs. CuarLEs TurNEer of New York Cizy, uly 13.—Mrs. ALma Scoccins, g2-year-old domestic worker, was attacked
- on%s restaurant was beagn by officer Rufus § und intimidated by hoodlums because she refused to vacate an apartment on
I ed p01llce when she and a ver the lower east side of New York City. The attack has been connected with
5?::;0”8’ thgm Barker, were leavin the attempt of Michael Zwerling to evict Mrs. Scroggins. She was subse-
Ma ._&atz f\rg Whs suspinicd. (uently evicted after the City Rent Commission and municipal and county
hy 5. Rs. Aucusta LaMar of _Broalﬁlyr‘z, New York was beaten i (ourts ruled she was a squatter, having acquired the apartment from a white
ome of her friend, Mrs. Ernestine Delaine when she suffered a nel Biend.
attack, Mrs. Delaine called police who came and, finding Mrs. LaMag B8 lune 24.—WiLLie PaLMEr was shot five times by J. C. Bradford in Jackson,
unconscious, began fb slap her face and neck. Mrs. LaMar became Mississippi at a Knox Glass Co. canteen, The white counterman shot the
scious a_nd began struggling. The police proceeded to beat her back Nepro because he persisted in refusing to obey the segregated eating set-up
Munconscmusncss. imposed by the company. Sheriff Troy Mashburn practically cleared Brad-
@y 25.—SANDERS CH_APRON, 33, of Los dAngeles, California, was beate lord when he said the shooting was in self-defense, and released the white
policemen and sustained a fractured jaw. Chapron charges he was deigliy! man on $1,500 bail. Bradford told police he asked the Negro “in a nice way”

his car when the officers accosted him with, “Hi, boy, pull over.” He stop i observe the Jim Crow rules and when he didn’t, pulled his gun and let
and during the ensuing conversation one officer called him a “black n— him have it.
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When he protested, they set upon him and later arrested him, booking him
lor drunken driving and assault and battery.

prominent propriel
chatzberg and oth
y fair-complected Negro man
g her place of business after @
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policeman W. N. Darden. Stanton sued Darden after Police Chief A. L.
Siis fhcer.

v;-’r:-l:;b?:a;?é—t’}lii: FBI sought to return Curtis Hopxins, a Negro v;ateoririlg
I Mississippi, where he faces death on a rape frameup. Governor o .
itlused in November, 1949 to extradite hl'm. The FBI, acting at requf
ol the State of Mississippi arrested Hopkins on September Is,dzgsol 0{
“unlawful fight to aveid prosecution.” The case is being handled by loca
ind National NAACP. ‘ L

h'lllflt“im]b;;mzréz.}——CHARLES SanpErs, 18, farm hand .of Grcerzuz[lr:f, szst.fstiﬁfl

Wi jailed for one year with no charge against him. He Wasd our;] dmbéen
ly newly-elected Sheriff Thompson, who released_hu‘n. Sfm er a i
nirested in connection with a slaying. Murra}‘; Etbndge, chief _epult'l){ 11111!1’ et
(lie late Sheriff Foote told Thompson that “feeling was running hlgld fa
ihe time of the killing of the white woman, an.d that Sanc%ers" was eh }?;
his own good. County Attorney Mcllwaine said that each six mlon]; ‘ts .
i piven a list of prisoners held in the Washington C;ou_rltylpal u re
wus positive that Sanders’ name never .appeared' on any list 1r}1l t{;e %ast )ir:f;.

Wiober 30~~White students at Univers.lty‘ of MlSSlSSlpp] touche g a : EZ
tross on the campus at Oxford, Mississippi. The cross was 'um;I
“protest” an editorial in the student newspaper, wnf{ten.b}:‘ editor 11arry
lirebs. The editorial urged admission of Negroes to “white” state colleges

lhl::r;fifi(w:s.r_m Eveene Byro was tortured by Hubert Beaslcy,‘formciﬂhcslt{d
ol the New Mexico State Police. The torture consisted of placing pa o; 8
iround his testicles. A federal grand jury found Beasley and two other
illiciz i torturing Byrd. _

H:r'rlllft—;:lslitih%hf home cﬁf SYAM Prrry of Or[an.do, Florida, was buli{'lcd
by eight night-riders. The lhorgle ii ne}ilr }tlhe Seminole-Orange County line.

‘err it picker, recently bought the home, ]

ll'.l r'f.llgj’ %f;:;zrp;()‘—VERNA I\);IAY F%le}, 22, of Rocky Mount, I\'?orih Cfn‘olzzrtmSI

tharged that Howard C. Carson cnrlnm;;llly assaulted her at pistol point a
i re she was employed. )

; {J.I;::}glsnzgx.}ffgmwifwﬁs, an aged If)armf:r 9f Wilson, North sz'rolma, vi':fs
| licaten and robbed of $27,000 by two white armed men who 1n?.'ad§d 13
larm, Locus, who kept his ml:dy in '?l‘safef, deF:ﬁred tzz bandits boun

r im, and then hacked open his safe with an axze, )

WT:I: %)?g%i(ioggl 20—Bisaor E. B. IPDULLIAM, of New York City, past?r oj
fit. Mary’s International Temple of Truth, charged that he was rc‘uge
medical aid for severe face burns at the Knickerbocker Hospital. Bu:d op
P'ulliam declared he had to wait for half an hour, and .then was forcf;: to
seck private treatment for his sgcond degree burns sustained when a flame-
i i oded in his face. ' ‘ '

erlygdo; %T;:igépé.—lo}m Davis, a cha.uffcur, was _shot in Arcadia Ifarﬂh£

Louisiana by a white cafe owner. Davis l?rascd;wl:lgthf:rcaiei:rgn %S}th :ﬂ

was kidnapped by the mobsters thar night and jailed but was later releail N('.V\:’ York, and was} refus}cid sc}::‘;rrr:lce ::zof‘diﬁ [00 aé};eriff 2 e Wt
and the charges against him dropped. Police claimed the Negroes didi} I?:ms protested, Co Laé't SbOtd i 1;1; = Charges e

kill the Kluxer but that one of his group had killed him, Cohart was placed under ! (]):;1 A8 g T B, T soeed
August 2g.~FEleven fiery crosses burned in the northwest section of Miﬂ% November 21—~The home of Dr. Percy L. 2
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August—During August, 1950, the police court of Richmond, Virginia, |
gurated a new policy of requiring the scgregation of Negro attorneyy
appeared before it. The court required that the Negro attorneys be
at a separate table from white attorneys. The table for the Negro attof

was placed on that side of the courtroom “set aside” for Negro defend,
plaintiffs and spectators.

August—MurizL Rann, concert singer, travelling on the Southern Rail
one month after a non-segregation order on trains was issued by Supi
Court, was denied service in dining car, and publicly insulted.

August 2.—Joun Evans, 22-year-old Negro worker, was beaten and kicke
detectives during the August and Peace demonstration in Union Sq
New York. Evans, a bystander, was knocked 1o the
their feet on his head, twisted his arm, and tried to make hi
Evans was arrested and charged with disorderly conduct,

August 5—A mob of over 400 hoodlums stoned a group of r5 bathe
Colomal Beach, Virginia. Several were injured by knives, tire irong
pipes. The Negroes” automobiles were smashed. One Negro, Euceng [i
son of Colonial Beach, was arrested and charged with assault. None of
white hoodlums was arrested,

August 16—~A mob of whites rioted in Chicago, Hlinois, when two Ni
families, Mr. anp Mrs. Lronagp Grierin, and Mg, anp Mazs. C. A, Wi
Low and their two children, moved into a formerly all-white neighl
hood. After rioting had continued for several hours, police arrived, Bil
and bottles were thrown into houses, and electric wires cut by hoodlu
Only 6 arrested, released in $25 bond.

August 19—~Mrs, Marnian W. SMITH, nurse,

erans Administration Hospital in Richmond, Virginia, because of color,
had been transferred from New York City by the government,

August 26 —Joun MiLLar, 24-year-old Negro youth, a victim of cancer,
beaten by police in Danbury, Connecticut. Millar had stopped at police i
tion in Danbury to get traffic directions, He had just spent thirty-six days I
New York Memorial Hospital. He was attacked by three policemen |
allegedly being drunk. He said that his shuffling walk was due to a mal
nant growth under his right shoulder. He was denied pain-relieving mull
cine by the police, and was held in jail for 18 hours before being released |
bail. On September 5, Millar was returned to New York Memorial Hospllg

His trial, for allegedly assaulting the cops and resisting arrest, was [l
poned for a week. j

was denied a job at U.S, Vil

Beach, South Caroling, but their fire was returned and James D,
: son, a policeman wearing his uniform under KKK robes was kil
. Crarves Frrzosrarp, wealthy Negro owner of the dance hall, had warlil
Sheriff C. E. Sasses that the Klan intended to attack his place, Fitzgenll

ienti i i Company, was attacked by
. I i ‘ scientist and director of research at the .Glzddcn mpany, .
gjg::fgl e Sudkiont fu han Koo Hterature was screwn ahout hoodlums who tried to burn it. Dr. Julian’s home is in an area that racists
- roini , i ily-whi restrictive covenants, etc.
September 11.~Avronso S, Stantow, of N orfolk, Virginia, was assaulted by have tried to keep lily-white by ;
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December 7.—A mob of 14 white men trie
textile mill janitor of Grienwood, South Cé;?];zyghéh::;::axgo‘i% |
;(sz,glgljgtg?‘gg; Shl?t asnd lflilled one of the would-be lynchers, Geor
eville i i '
i My Al el;u{)eagir'olma. He was charged with murder, §
December 24—A Negro soldier, Pvr. Joe Ben WricHrt
by two Saluda, South Carolina, policemen while he was in their cusl
He had to be hospitalizéd in Fort Jackson Station Hospital. Th i
were Police Chief Corley and Officer Long. =T

was severely be

1951

lanuary —Mgrs. Evercrren FrLowers was be
: . Ev aten by a mob of
men in Whizeville, North Carolina, She was bZatcn in (t)hes 0;1};51&2 of
Io-yz:a.fr-oki1 cilaught}fr. She was dragged from her home, after her hun
went for help to his brother. He was shot at several tijme b ‘
' the rait
]argtary.—-The; Child Welfare Council of America canceﬂcsd ¥he Eprl':
Lasger% ll:{‘egzonal}“?oniference scheduled for Baltimore Maryland, when
ord Baltim y vernigl
e s gu;;:, otel refused to accept Negro delegates as overnigh
Week of January 14—Roserr Hars ; 7
: » 42, of Philadelphia was beaten by Pl
?en Bergen and Mahoney, who assaulted him in his home I:xfte};P
Wt ere allegedly to settle an argument between Hale and his wife 1
é’;eif of February 4—Artiur Cowan and JEsse Arwnorp of Dougi;zs Cou
corgia, were severely flogged and Cowan was shot with buckshat,
group of ﬁﬁfe éenﬁmsts. During the beating Cowan mana i
group in the dark after hitting one, and i d
2 ?moid was beaten unconsciousg. yanc as e fled was shot in che
coruary 5—ATTORNEY FrEDERICK Curtis was sla i m
; : ] pped by Detective Cligh
'WH Id Ellrsmm,)’ns in Macon, Georgia, when the Negro lawy):er proi(;slt‘:i beliy
calle oy.” Curtis was in the police station with a client when he "

slapped. He tried : : "
walzli'efused, Tied to get a warrant in the Bibb County Court House, i

er of this petition,

—PrTTI8 Perry and Crauvpia Jongs, Negro v[f)rking)class leadel

ing the unconstitutional Sl

y overt act charged against Mr. Perry wa " i

’ that

ﬁSdEaSt'TWdfth Street, New York.” The crime ofy Misz J'ozes ::stigat |

ad written an apticle on International Women’s Day. (Both Mi

; [and M}r:j Pe\x;y are signers of this petition, ) ' E
#y 9—Dr. W. ALprarus Hunron, another leader

: £ of the Negr
:;e,frf;izhgf-thc _Coun;?:li on African Affairs, was arbitraril% Zeiiggi:d
™ prison lor contempt in federal court at Foley §
York, when he refused to betray the names of the thousandz wggail;z,d 0

tributed to the Civil Righ i 1
ghts Bail Fund which
tack. (Dr. Hunton has signed this petiti;tl.;c S govemment?

36
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August: 16 —Ferpinanp C. Smrrm, the first Negro ever to become a top
lcader of a major American trade union, was deported as a part of the
witch hunt spurred on by the Smith and McCarran Acts. Mr, Smith, a
liritish subject, had lived in this country many years, (Mr, Smith is a signer
of this petition.)

Special cases of soldiers being brutalized, given unjust prison sen-
tences, etc., while in service. Some in Korean conflict, but most in
World War II while on overseas duzy.

1044

Vehruary 7~In Nashville, Tennessee, Purpie S. Jackson, Negro soldier, was
convicted by general court martial and sentenced to dishonorable discharge
and confinement for twelve years for “assaulting three white civilians with
criminal intent.” The charges grew out of an altercation which occurred in
i drug store owned by one of the civilians, because the Negro soldier sat in
i section reserved for the exclusive use of white patrons. Jacksen acted in
sclf-defense; the whites were the aggressors. The NAACP filed petition for
clemency on October 23, 1945.

November a1 —Zack C, TayrLor, Negro serviceman was sentenced to 20 years
when found guilty of a violation of the 61st and g3rd Articles of War by a
court-martial sitting in France, In December 1946, the NAACP obtained
reduction of sentence to g years. It was pointed out that the prosecution
failed to sustain its burden of proof and that the identification of the de-
fendant as the aitacker had not been clearly established.

L4 5

[unuary 30-31.—ArFrep Haves, Private 'of Headquarters Service Company,
298th Air Base Security Battalion was charged with violation of the g3rd
Article of War—"assault with intent to commit the crime of rape.” He
was found guilty by general court-martial and sentenced to be dishonorably
discharged and to be confined at hard labor for twenty years. Prosecution
failed to establish the intent necessary for conviction of the crime for which
[Tayes was tried and convicted. Also, Hayes was never identified as the
attacker beyond the reasonable doubt required by law.

April—The death sentence was given to Negro serviceman Luster WricHT,
from Cleveland, Ohio, charged with allepedly having attacked two Ger-
man women. It was later changed to thirty years imprisonment, then to
cighteen years.

[tine 25 —~WiLLte WiLson was tried by general court-martial for the alleged
premeditated killing of a fellow soldier, and sentenced to life imprisonment.
In June 1946 the sentence was reduced to twelve years after an NAACP
petition. The petition pointed out that it was “apparent from the cumula-
tive testimony of the witnesses to the killing that there was no malice afore-
thought or premeditated intent on the part of Wilson to shoot or kill the
deceased.”

August 21—~From a statement issued shortly after V] Day by the NAACP:
“Colored Americans cannot forget that while millions of servicemen and
their families are looking forward to release from uniform, our men, for
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the most part, are being held in the services
arbitrary administration of the rules.” The statement said further that
great bulk of Negro soldiers was blocked “from the very beginning” b l
pont system “which put a premium on combat service.” Everybod%r kny'
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iny of execution was granted by Secrctary of War Patterson. Woods had
wiitten his family in Detroit that he was forced into a “confession” by
biutal beatings by the military CID. In November, 1946, after an Arriy
the statement went on, “that Higp b lh:vi_cw‘ Board had grant;d Wof)ds a new trial, he' was _brought f"rom the
throngh no fault of tl;eir o, Th:yio;grai llfeeptlfro I'hilippines to San Francisco. There he was held in solitary confinement.

. ; quirement in the pol An order signed by the provest marshal of the prison where Woods was
system 1ignores the long service of hundreds of thousands of service t' % : 3 3

, cither by unfair rules or

m combat seryl

e ; ; . 2 : Is
and condemns them t i ; ; ; : ) lield in San Francisco, required that he be kept in solitary except for mea
fourth of the length ofoserre\:frir::im lﬂd.u?éform )V,Vhlle white troops with af und exercise, when he was to be handcuffed to a guard. The guards were

September 25—James Youne Arare sehargedl. . lorbidden to speak to him and he was to be checked every fiftcen minutes.
martial in the Pacific The, 1y private, was convicted by an Army col Woods’ attorney charged that these prison orders “reflect a spirit of perse-
e Pacific eater of Operations for alleged rape of a youl Rition

Filipino woman, and sentenced to life at hard labor,
was submitted; all elements i

dan:lagmg leading questions were permitted by the court
testimony was contradictory.
December 10—In response to p

May—Members of the 1g4oth Engineer Aviation Utilities Company, sta-
fioned in Japan, were attacked by white troops on their way into the
iy of Tokorozawa. When the Negro non-commissioned officers of the
(ompany went to investigate the unprovoked attacks, they were beaten up
in turn, When one of the men was taken to the hospital with seventeen
stitches in his leg and bad cuts from a knife thrown at him, the Negroes
decided to arm in self-defense. As a result, they were court-martialled and
(he whele company put under area restriction for two weeks.

July 3—Fear of future beatings if he testified to brutalities practiced against
Negro soldier prisoners at Litchfield, England, led Simon Brocker to refuse
lv give any further testimony at the trial of the former Litchfield Com-
mander. The court excused him.

fuly 28—Seven Negro soldiers were sentenced to death in Mannheim, Ger-
many, after having been found guilty of “mutiny and sedition” by a court
martial. The seven—DanieL Jones, Curney C. WiNsTzaD, JaMes SHERED, R,
SwiLL W. SmitH, WaLtsr D. Hick, James Wess anp Samuer H. SeweLr—
liad gone on an excursion, with permission. On their way back they met a
captain noted for his hatred of Negroes. The captain started action against
them. The men had no witnesses, since all the witnesses had been transferred
[rom the area by the same captain.

Augusz 5—Warrer A. Brown was sentenced to fifteen years hard labor by
jeneral court-martial for shooting a white officer at the front “with intent to
kill.” The shooting incident occurred in a town on the front line at night
when Brown was leaving a barn and was fired upon by an unknown
nssailant, Uncertain whether the fire, seemingly directed at him, was coming

H [rom an enemy or one of his own men, Brown shouted: “I am an American

leas from Negro veterans to G !
Bradley that he end segregation in South%m vetcrani’ (ilogljﬁ;f: l 1\?1&"
Gene}'a'l Pa{}i R! Hawley, acting surgeon general, said thar the '\’feter
Administration cannot be made an agency of social change, A su p
o}idercd by Gez}erai Bradley of hospital facilities for Negro vegsr‘ans show
tg rztc,s OE;C :pft finety-seven V,A-opccltrate;l1 hospitals, seventeen accept no
: mn “emergency” and eighty have separa 00
December 15.—Captain Charles D. Gri%inz] comman%cr tgf ‘:’;éiii?;fﬁ:ﬁl;l
Croatan, admitted that he suggested that 123 Negro soldiers be left behi N
it the port of Le Havre,.France. The Negro quartermaster truck compils
ad been scheduled to sail home aboard the Croatan on December ol
bpt had been transferred to the SS Thomas Victory, a much slowef $
since the Croatan had no Jim Crow facilities, Capt, Griffin said: “;"ES
Army authorities I would prefer not to have th pocll
had no separate facilities for ther.”

1946

]m;:z"{ gi)—\Y}}en Jesse O. Dedmon, Jr., secretary of veterans’ affairs for the

: CP, visited fifteen army camps, he found that more than half wers
ignoring War Department memorandum No. g7 o8
¥ 3

hibits segregation. Only Ab i

! : v Aberdeen Proving G
2 clean bill of health in the report madegby K/}I?m;)
He said, in part: “Fort Bragg, N C. and Fort Ben
to }}ave a policy of ‘com
soldiers about to be sent oy

which specifically pro-
in Maryland received
edmon on January

' ; s i i . - e
ning, Ga., were foull soldier,” before returning fire in the general direction from which the

plete scgregation.’ At Fort Benning, Nega (lashes of gunfire continued to come. Injured by one of the shots, Brown
from going AW erseas were placed in a stockade to ke’ep thg o tollapsed, to discover upon regaining consciousness that he was being placed

o iitengse OL, but no such treatment was accorded white soldiery, under arrest, charged with the crime of shooting an officer.
]ohngzon, Flf‘ffgatlon was found at Camp Mabry and Camp Gordon, Aupust 9.—At MacDill Field, qurida, SamureL H. CHANC.F, Negro service-
February I3-""LEAMON. Ivsy, N ) man was found guilty of desertion by general court-martial and sentenced
Company C, 8th Engi > AESFO soldier, on overseas duty in Europe witly lo dishonorable discharge and conﬁnement at hard labor for five years. It was
ot D ’aﬂc o gl_llnefl:r viation Battah'on, was ; lound that althongh absent from service for over a year, Chance had been
sspehlichied foa ogd Yy having stabbed a white servi | o victim of ammesia and was not responsible for failing to return to his
yond reasonable doubt, and Leamon was not sufficiently iden l service unit. He last remembered having been in Philadelphia, Pa., in May

= |

tified

Mg; :,_ Piiv;ﬁicif. Se%t;nced to five years hafd labiok, 1044, and could recall no events between that time and May 1945 when he

i t-MAS ! oops of Detrglt, Mlch. was sentenced to hang for the found himself in Bellevue Hospital in New York. The hospital wired the
oting of a fellow-soldier in the Philippines. In May, 1946 a court-martial board to the effect that the serviceman had come to them in
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thglmost p;rt, are being held in the services
arbitrary administration of the rules.” The statement said turther th

: L
great bulk of Negro soldiers was blocked “from the very beginning” lily

. e 3
point system “which put a premium on combat service.” Everybody kng
the statement went on, “ A

through‘ no fault of their own. The combat re
system 1gnores the long service of hundreds of th
and condemns them to remain in uniform whil
fourth of the length of service are discharged.”
Sepzem_c'ﬂer 25.—James Youne, Army private, was convicted
martial in the Pacific Theater of Operations for alle
Filiping woman, and sentenced to life at hard labor, Hearsay testimuoy
was su_bmltted;. all elements in the alleged crime were not establi};hed' il
dan}agmg leading questions were permitted by the court, and much,of il
testumony was contradictory. ’ ‘
December 1o.—In response to pleas from Negro veterans to General O
Bradley that he end segregation in Southern veterans’ hospitals, Majl
Genelrall Pal:ll R. Hawley, acting surgeon general, said that the \’fetcr'
Administration cannot be made an agency of social change, A sury
ordered by General Bradley of hospita] facilities for Negro veterans shy
that, out of minety-seven VA-operated hospitals §

, either by unfair rules or

e white troops with qf

by an Army coul
ged rape of a youl

Croatan, admitted that he suggested that 123

it (;hﬁe port ﬁdefI: gIavre, France. The Negro
ad been scheduled to sail home aboard the

but had been transferred to the S8 Thomas \(;ftff;j snmESECI:;EfJe: "

since the Croatan had no Jim Crow facilities. Capt. Griffin said: “I ol

Army authorities [ would prefer not to have pecautil

had no separate facilities for ther.”

quartermaster truck compafij

1946

]m}z\z}:ary 7.—-W}_1en Jesse O, Dedmon, Jr., secretary of veterans’ affairs for (he
NAACP, visited fifteen army camps, he found that more than half we ;
ilglxg_or.mg War'Department memorandum No. g7, which specifically pro

1bits segregation. Only Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland rey #
;1 cleap b}il of hez‘l‘lth in the report made by Mr. Dedmon on ]anu:iw 7
weﬁzii, in pa?t: Fort‘ Bragg, N. C. and Fort Benning, Ga., were fo{m‘
ol gt policy of ‘complete segregation.” At Fort Benm:ng Negry
; €rs about to be sent overseas were placed in a stockade to kee them
rom going AWOL, but no such treatment was accorded white s%ldierlf'

Complete seoregati
Johnston, Flf.”g 10:1 was found at Camp Mabry and Camp Gordon,

February 13~Lramon I\{EY, Negro seldier, on overseas duty in Europe witl

align, was tried by general courp
white serviceman. Guilt was nol
Leamon was not sufficiently iden l

it, Mich. was sentenced
a fellow-soldier in the Philip T REAe

pines. In May, 1946 § |
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My of execution was granted by Secretary of War Patterson. Woods had
wiitten his family in Detroit that he was forced into a “confession” by
linal beatings by the military CID. In November, 1946, after an Army
lleview Board had granted Woods a new trial, he was brought [:rom the
'hilippines to San Francisco, There he was held in solitary confinement,
An order signed by the provost marshal of the prison where Woods was
lield in San Francisco, required that he be kept in solitary except for meals
ind exercise, when he was to be handcuffed to a guard. The guards were
lorbidden to speak to him and he was to be checked every fifteen minutes.
Woods' attorney charged that these prison orders “reflect a spirit of perse-
tition.”

123

Muy—Members of the 194oth Engineer Aviation Utilities Company, sta-

lioned in Japan, were attacked by white troops on their way into the
iily of Tokorozawa. When the Negro non-commissioned officers of the
(umpany went to investigate the unprovoked attacks, they were beaten up
i turn, When one of the men was taken to the hospital with seventeen
sitches in his leg and bad cuts from a knife thrown at him, the Negroes
decided to arm in self-defense. As a result, they were court-martialled and
(he whole company put under area restriction for two weeks.

July 3.—Fear of future beatings if he testified to brutalities practiced against

Negro soldier prisoners at Litchfield, England, led Simon Brocker to refuse
v pive any further testimony at the trial of the former Litchfield Com-
mander. The court excused him.

fuly 28.—Seven Negro soldiers were sentenced to death in Mannheim, Ger-

muny, after having been found guilty of “mutiny and sedition™ by a court
martial. The seven—DanieL Jones, Curvey C. WinNsTEAD, James SHERED, JR.,
Swienl W, SmrrH, Warter D, Hicxk, Janss Wess anp Samursl H. Sewerr—
lind gone on an excursion, with permission. On their way back they met a
captain noted for his hatred of Negroes. The captain started action against
ihem. The men had no witnesses, since all the witnesses had been transferred
lrom the area by the same captain.

August 5—Warter A. BrowN was sentenced to fifteen years hard labor by
peneral court-martial for shooting a white officer at the front “with intent to
kill.” The shooting incident cccurred in a town on the front line at night
when Brown was leaving a barn and was fired upon by an unknown
asailant, Uncertain whether the fire, seemingly directed at him, was coming
from an enemy or one of his own men, Brown shouted: “I am an American
wldier,” before returning fire in the general direction from which the
flashes of gunfire continued to come. Injured by one of the shots, Brown
tollapsed, to discover upon regaining consciousness that he was being placed
under arrest, charged with the crime of shooting an officer.

August 9—At MacDill Field, Florida, Samuer H. Crance, Negro service-
man was found guilty of desertion by general court-martial and sentenced
1o dishonorable discharge and confinement at hard labor for five years, It was
found that although absent from service for over a year, Chance had been
i victim of amnesia and was not responsible for failing to return to his
service unit. He last remembered having been in Philadelphia, Pa., in May
1944, and could recall no events between that time and May 1945 when he
found himself in Bellevue Hospital in New York. The hospital wired the
court-martial board to the effect that the serviceman had come to them in
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a dazed and stunned condition and that his case had been diagnos
amnesia, |
October—A death sentence for alleged rape of a German woman hal
down to Roserr H. Jonnson, Mississippi GI, was commuted to life imp'
ment by General Eisenhower even before the case was formally revie
The commutation followed intervention by friends. There was no ide
cation of Johnson by any witnesses, including the complainant, and witii
who were ready to testify that Johnson was in his barracks at the tim
the alleged rape, were never called.
December 7—~The American Council on Race Relations sharply conde 1
those sections of the report on conditions in the U.S. Occupation zon
Germany, made by George Meader. Meader is chief counsel for the Sp
Investigating Committee dealing with “alleged misconduct of Negro T
in Europe.” The Council said: “The manner in which the Meader g
discusses attitudes towards minority servicemen in the countries in wi
they are stationed is a slur against all minority groups in America,” |
Council also pointed out that the Meader report was presented ‘tog

American public by the wire news services in such a way as to play
slander against Negro troops.

19437

]aﬁuary 27.—In Kolgr:tm, fapan, Eueene H, Horp was tried by general col
martial, charged with having committed armed assault upon another soli
and a Japanese civilian. He was sentenced to 10 years at hard labor,

On the night of November 4, 1946, Hord was visiting a cabarel
Japan, in company with a number of other American servicemen
Japanese civilians. While he was sitting at a table,
provecation, a soldier struck him acress the face
such force as to cause the bottle to sh
to have drawn a weapon and shot the soldier, Barnes, in the leg,
dentally striking the Japanese civilian. Hord was known to his cong;n

l.Ilg OH:ICEI as l)e‘ng (llf.ﬁl a J]‘l .{()US a VVI’H‘] WO l{e "
g 3 1 [
. 9 g and an EE Al

without any warning
: with a beer bottle wi
atter inte many pieces. Hord is allgy

1948

?
—Avrserr W. NoLex was given a dishono
sentenced to hard labor for five years for refusing to obey the allegedly I
ful command of a superior officer to prepare his equipment and yo ‘
bwogac. Nolen was suffering from a chronic stomach disorder ang i
physically unable to respond to the order. Served the five years. Accorgdiil
to an NAACP press release of September 9, 1948, that organ‘ization
_ appealing the case, asking for a change to an honorable discharge )
Seprember 23—~The NAACP obtained reduction of life sentences i:ﬁposcd
two Negro ex-servicemen for alleged rape of German women while servil
in tﬁe army of occupation. Roserr Paine was convicted by general co N
martial on June 5, 1944; his sentence reduced to 18 years, Davip Evans w‘-’\-'

convicted on December 6, 1945; his sentence was reduced to 15 yeul
imprisonment. 1

rable discharge from the army g

e ———
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| : 1949

Much—In Fr. McClellan, Alabama, BeEn Spiar was convicted by general
tourt-martial on a charge of rape and sentenced to life imprisonment. Later,
ientence was reduced to 15 years at hard labor.

1950

uly-December.—Lirurenant Leon GiLpert and sixty other Negro officers and
enlisted men of the 24th Infantry Regiment serving in the Korean war
were sentenced to death (Gilbert) or to harsh sentences ranging from five
years to life. These cases were investigated by Thurgood Marshall, counsel
lor the NAACP who reported “the question as to why so many Negroes
were charged with misbehavior before the enemy and so few white soldiers
were charged, remains unanswered.”

Of the sixty, fifteen got life, one got fifty years, two got twenty-five years,
three got twenty years, one got fifteen years, seven got ten years, two got
live years.

Only eight white soldiers were accused of violating the #5th Article of
War, four were acquitted, one got five years, one got three years, two had
their charges withdrawn,

November 4—In the Afro-American, James L. Hicks reported from Tokyo
that he had seen on a train in Japan, 11 members of the 24th Infantry who
had been convicted by general court-martial of “misconduct before the ene-
my,” and sentenced to long terms of imprisonment. Mr. Hicks was not
permitted to talk to the men, who were under heavy guard.

November 11.—In the Pitzsburgh Courier, Frank Whiscnant, reporting from
l'acjon, Korea, said that “ninety-nine and nine-tenths of the men tried”
licfore court-martial boards were Negro troops from the 24th Infantry. One
man, he said, had been convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment after
i three-hour trial. He observed “two long lines of Negroes going through
the two military courts of ‘justice’ set up in Tacjon.” Subsequently, the
2qth Infantry, an all-Negro regiment, was disbanded, the action being repre-
wented as a blow against jim crow. However, since segregation continued
¢lsewhere in the Army, many thought it merely a disciplinary move,

ARTICLE I (c). DELIBERATELY INFLICTING ON THE
GROUP CONDITIONS OF LIFE CALCULATED TO BRING
ABOUT ITS PHYSICAL DESTRUCTION IN WHOLE OR
IN PART

By a conscious deliberate policy, expressed in law, economic policy and
court decisions, of forcing Negroes to live in filthy ghettos, of preventing
their access to available medical treatment, and of holding down their
imcome through discrimination in employment to the lowest paid jobs
in the country, more than 30,000 Negroes die each year in the United
States who would not have died if they had been white. In addition
the Negro people are robbed of more than eight years of life on the
average. According to the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, the
life expectancy of a white male in 1945 was 64.44 years while that of a
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Negro male was 56.06. A white female in the same year had a
expectancy of 69.54 while a Negro woman had a life expectancy
5962. Thus by “deliberatcly inflicting on the group conditions of |
calculated to bring about its destruction in whole or in part,” every mi
United States Negro suffers on an average the destruction of 8.3 yeary
precious life while every United States Negro woman is robbed of
years of living.

The number of United States Negroes killed each year by legal
extra-legal lynching is relatively small in comparison with the oumi
wiped out by the imposition of genocidal living conditions. On the basiy
reports issued by the National Office of Vital Statistics, an official ageni
of the U.S. Government, it appears that the Negro death rate as of 1
(the latest figures available) was L,127.5 out of every 100,000 Negroes
the population. In contrast, the white death rate was but g72.1. :

Had there been no racial differential in death rates, 31,839 United Stull
Negroes who did die in 1948 would have lived.

Consider the full implications of that fact. Approximately 32,00
United States Negroes are killed cach year through the imposition of "
ferior living and health conditions, This adds up to the snuffing out i
almost 200,000 lives by this means alone since the United States signed { 7
United Nations Charter.

When the figures reported by the Office of Vital Statistics are broke
down and compared, many shocking facts emerge to show how dik
criminatory treatment results in genocidal disease and death.

Even before Negroes are born in the United States, genocidal factog
begin with conception. The death rate resulting from premature birth
among non-whites is twice as high as the white rate. Again according
the Office of Vital Statistics, the figure for 1948 was 29.4 for non-whites
and only 14.9 for whites. The number of non-white infants who died:
from premature birth in that year was 4,628. Had there been no gengs

cidal racism in America, had the rates been the same, one-half of thase
deaths—2,314 of them—would not have occured,

Once born, many Negroes do not survive their first year of life in the
United States. Because of the conditions under which they are forced 1o
live, three Negro children dic to each two white children during theif
first year, considering their proportion in the population. The death ratey
for this period, still accgrding to the same official U.S, agency for 1948,
were 465 out of every 1,000 non-white babies born alive, as compared 10
29.9 white babies. In other words, 7,808 non-white children under ong
year of age were killed that vear by a genocidal death rate created by
genocidal living conditions.

The same conditions which take such heavy toll of non-white infants
around the natal, period also take shocking toll of Negro mothers. The

-
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: ' white
wlicial figures show that during 1948 three out of every IDOZ.HOH V\gl:ctr
withers giving live birth died, as compared to less thaxll one w gc mo f
Wice the total number of non-white mothers to die from diseases o

jignancy that year was 1,369, it may be said that g59 of them were
lled by the genocidal conditions under which they were forced to bear

thildren.

It should be noted that, according to the Office of Vital Statistics,

wuicely half of the non-white mothers giving live birth in 1948 fw:}i;z
siended by a physician in a hospital, as compared to go percent o

white mothers who enjoyed such safeguards. TfNCnty—SlX out of every Iczo
Jun-white mothers had to depend upon midvmlv_es, as compared to on}i
uie out of every hundred white mothers. Qondltzons were worst 13 SJE;\
Wens, where 46 out of every 100 non-white mothers were attended by
midwives, and only 24 out of every 100 were served by physicians in

honpitals.

Once embarked upon life in the United States, non-whites are far more

it to fall vietim of some fatal disease b(?fare reachipg mhaturltydzl;iﬁ

yie whites. During the first 24 years of life, nOIlJv-’VhltCS ave a k
e that is two to three times higher-than thaF of Wl}ltCS, and between the
apes of 25 to 29 the non-white rate is four times higher.

Certain diseases are specific in reducing the non-white popléat'loﬁl.
e toll of non-white lives taken by tuberculosis in 1949 has been officially

mtimated at 11,349, The death rate resulting from this disease that year

wis 72 of every 100,000 non-whites, as comparéd to 21 whites. In th}i
lnstance, jimerow conditions giving rise to a jimcrow death rate, cos
ILo10 non-white lives. - ‘ )
I;1lcum0nia and influenza are the next most efficient 1_(11161:5 of non
whites. With a death rate of 53.4 per 100,000 for non-whites 11:11 1049 ;s
s ‘ . ‘
tompared to 23.8 for whites, the number of deaths attributable to t
picial differential came to 3,800. . o
The ailments of nephritis and nephrosis were likewise costly, tfhc
i 4 for
e for non-whites being 36.9 per 100,000, as c_ompared to 17.4
whites. Here the differential cost 3,135 non‘wk_ute lwes.. f )

Syphilis is another killer. With a non-white fatality rate of 53.4 as
rompared to the white rate of 23.8, the race differential cost 2,078 non-
white lives. B B . .

Such disorders as gastritis, enteritis, and colitis (not counting d1a;;h¢a
ol the newborn) gave rise to a death rate of 135 among norll—w 11tes£,
w compared to a white rate of 6.3. This translates into an annual total o
1,140 victims of the race differential. . ‘ .

Conditions of work as well as of living enter the picture in conr;cc.no
with fatal accidents (other than those caused by .automobxlcs). 1{ is a
notorious fact that white employers commonly assign Negro employees
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to the” most dangerous tasks, which are generally referred to as I
work.” This was one reason why the accident death rate for 1949 !
449 among non-whites as compared to 37.9 among whites—gjeg
dlﬁerentu‘al costing 1,562 lives. |
After hstllng some 25 broad categories of death-dealing diseases, |
Oﬁici of. Vital Statistics reports that the death rate resulting from,
other ‘dlseascs in 1949 was 143.1 for non-whites, as compared to |
for‘whxtes. This miscellaneous item reflected the’ death o? 10 O'
whites whose real cause of death was genocidal jimcrowism &
Insurance lcompanies, which tend to reflect the realities of" life, h
.fully recognlzed the peculiar hazards incumbent upon bein non’-
in .the pn{tcd States. In their group insurance plans, there ?s no pr
facm. discrimination on grounds of race, but indust’r'ies which erII’I'
consu}erable numbers of Negroes are placed in categories charged hi /|
premiums, Some. industrial insurance policies, covering planﬁs empl
ing mostly whites but some Negroes, do not discriminate against I':
Nc‘.groe.s per se, but merely exclude employees in certain job cagvr:e 8
which jobs Negroes “just happen” to occupy. } -
A factor in this high death rate is the refusal—universal throu
the southcrn states and prevalent among the great majority of .I-
and ‘sem1-private hospitals elsewhere throughout the Unitc)cg Stal:e:
ad.mm Negro patients and/or Negro physicians. With approximately
th{rds of the Negroes in the United States residing in the southe !
tl?ls r%cial .discrimination necessitates that the bulk of Negro r:‘]n;
%};c bl}l;th in t.hc ov?r—crowded Negro wards of inferior public hosp i
r;lidswuci:fc f:i:; cmh ;1;:32 county), or rely upon the services of a pri-'
As a result of the refusal of many medical colleges in the Un
State.s to admit Negro students, and the refusal of the southern st t :
provide medical training at their state institutons for Negroes tﬁc |
but‘ one Negro doctor to serve every 4,409 Negroes in t}%e c; ul;
:I“his compares with one white doctof to serve every 843 Wh?tt:P 4
in the population. On the national level this means that white el
times better off in this respect than are Negroes. But in the Sou:hare
most Negroes live, the ratio is much worse. In Mississippi, for e’ o
the proportion of white doctors to the white population iszz’ time ore
tha1:1 the proportion of Negro doctors to the Negro population "5
Sickness which incapacitates for a minimum of one week is :}o percely
more common i 1 "
B 1l;;)cst.hc Negro than to the white, according to offid
Health is a result of income and other living conditions. A
non-farm families, 73 per cent of Negro families in the Sout‘h i
less than $2,000 a year, while more than 20 per cent of Negro no::; il

|ymilies in the South receive less than $500 a
Jwen more desperately harried

{ver 40 per cent of
wcording to the latest available government figures.

Wlates are engaged in
jccupations. Over one mi
e and a half million are agricultural workers. Many others obviously

Jte forced into low paid jobs and industries.

i 1946, according to the
4+ much for nonfarm white families as it was for non-farm Negro

{umilies. White families received a median annual income of $2,741.
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year. Farm families are.
for the most basic necessities of life.
farm families receive less than $200 a year,
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Negro

More than half of the 4,479,069 Negro wage earners in the United
the two lowest paid and least protected of all

llion are domestic service workers and almost

Hence the median income
US. Bureau of the Census, was almost twice

Negro families received a median annual family income of only $1,562.
I'his is less than half of what the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics con-
dders a “minimum decency budget.”

Sub-standard housing, dark, damp and cold, is a notorious
Jiscase and death, and an instrument of genocide when court decisions as
well as consciously fostered economic policies, make it impossible for a
people to leave such housing. “Most Negroes have been unable to rent or
own decent, safe and sanitary houses in which to live and bring up
their children,” observed the government publication Public Housing
and the Negro in 1946

In the United States the latest available government statistics report
that there are 3,293,406 dwelling units for Negroes. Of these over one
million (1,082,128) “needed major repairs” and almost two million had
no running water. Over twice as many Negro homes as white (35.1 per
cent against 16.3) needed major repairs and almost three times as many
Negro homes as white had no running water. Twice as many white
homes as Negro homes (82.9 per cent against 43 per cent) had electricity.
Well over 7 per cent of all Negro homes in the South have neither
electricity or running water. And there are few uglier, dirtier or more
Jisease-ridden urban areas in the world than the ghettos of United States
cities where zoning laws and restrictive covenants (as well as violence)

{orce Negro city-dwellers to live.

It is a matter of record that some 40 million dwelling units in the
United States are currently “out of bounds” for purchase, rental or
occupancy by Negroes, by virtue of restrictive covenants entered into by
their owners. These covenants the courts of the U.S. have refused to set
uside. Included among these restricted units are go per cent of all the
housing erected in the United States since the end of World War 1I, a
considerable portion with Government funds.

In a much touted decision in 1948, the United States Supreme Court
apparently ruled that the courts would no longer enforce such covenants

breeder of




THE EVIDENCE 3F

ffer grossly inferior facilities compared with
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But the truth, as the Atlanta Constitution saw it, was that the Supre
Court “backed into a decision that segregation of races in housing #
be accomplished by voluntary agreement and such agreements may
be set aside by law.” More recently the Supreme Court held that rest
tive covenants may be enforced by civil suit for damages against any ¢
violating the provisions of the covenant.

yroes. Negro schools o
s reserved for whites. . -
'hus, the average current expense cost for white pupdsotfrgi thesfe Esj;c;zl
s duri i ‘he United States Office o -
\ems during 1945-1946, according to t : LS
‘I\m:‘jas $10§.669.421'he average for each Negro.pupll was 55)7:7,111?1::
n‘r than half. It cost 82 percent more DEr pupil to opc:ratf.:1 ;c ools for
\white child than it did to operate schools for the Ncg.m child. —_
e value of school property per white pupil according to 'th?l léuctio
\ies Office of Education is over five times as much as for each Neg

A nationwide survey conducted by the United Press in 1949 found
breakdown in existing covenants and no decrease in the number
covenants being entered into. In addition, the United Press fou
covenants were being effectively enforced by banks and loan compani
most of which refused to finance the purchase or repair of a home th
is racially “out of bounds.”

E chers’

White teachers’ salaries are 44 percent greater than Negro tea
luries. ‘

| io i i than in

I'he pupil-teacher ratio 10 Negro schools is 20/7 percent more

white schools.

Even the American penal system plays its part in “deliberately inflict
on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physic i tmes greater than
destruction in whole or in part.” Thus, of the 131 prisoners who suffet "I'he illiteracy rate among the‘ Negro Emg B e
the death penalty in the United States in 1946, 46 were white while What among the whites, according to the hgures
were Negro, although the Negro people constitute only ten per cent Wircau of the Census for Octobt?r,.‘rgzgy. E———
the population of the United States. Twenty-one Negroes were execuls “The tragedy behind these statistics was fgrcequ y ;I’z:bi e
for “rape” in 1946, while no whites were executed for that offense. T} American people during the 1::11:6 war, wnte; br_ b Apthekes
framing of Negroes, the constant arrest and conviction of innocel "l percentage of draft registrants deferre e*l:)aus el
Negroes on false charges, is reflected in prison statistics between 104§ (eficiencies (illiteracies) from May 15, to Sept;x_n er 514,0f9:;0;rsc a
and 1945. Thirty per cent of the American prison population for the Wmes greater for Negroes than for wfvhltcsl L ths wa ,d nmhing, o
years were Negroes, or three times more than their proportion in th# ¥ juyle of the educational system provided for them, ar; R s €
population.” I s, within 15 states ti}]e fjcctm'n rates forﬂljiirc;zs Zv\v;;i S

e rate of white rejections, a 5 4t
:::,i:-l't?::iz:f for Negroes were less than they were for the whites in
wn of the southern states. ‘

"'.!’tiis inequality of opportunity exists not oply }nhelerr:ientatz;zncd%l;ai:
{lon, but also, and to an even greater degree, in hig e; e u:gian s e
hecomes crystal clear when one realizes that, in 1940, the m e
year completed by the Negro throughout the courlxtIrg was 2.71113505
it was 8.4 for the white. Over 4o percent of the to;a egro SPOI; e
a8 of 1940, had been forced to complete no more t ;'n 4 ycarlation -
olucation, as compared with 13 percent of the w ltc-pop;:. cn.tena
shominable situation has been summarized 9ﬂicaally in t 1s1sf i
“Ihere is a defnite lack of availability of higher edu::igiona acili
for Negroes in those states maintaining separate schuols];c 8 o

A former governor of South Carolina, and a member O o
of the United States for many years,er‘: Cole Blease, in t;p o i
liis fellow white supremacists, once said, “God made . . . the INeg

The special police persecution reserved for the Negro is shown |
prison statistics for the year 1945, which include all American prisone
with the exception of those in Michigan, Georgia and Mississippi. The
were 737 Negro prisoners convicted for murder, representing but |
percent of the population, and 529 white prisoners convicted for murde
representing almost go percent of the population. There were 555 Negt
prisoners serving sentences for manslaughter, and only 423 white prison
ers convicted for the same offense. Negroes convicted for aggravate
assault totaled 1,265, while white totaled 1,099.

Denial of education as a matter of public iyolicy contributes to gena
cide by forcing Negroes into dangerous industries and poorly paid work
by systematically reducing their income and depriving them of decenl
housing, medical care, food and clothing. \

The laws of 17 American states and the District of Columbia provi'
for separate public elementary schools and separate high schools for

2) Source: United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. Cited if ;) Petition to the United Nations by National Negro Congress.

1949 Negro Handbook, edited by Florence Murray.
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be your servant. He was meant to be
of water.”*

This is a little wide of the mark—but it is the rationale for segregil
oppression and genocide. The Negro is oppressed in the United §
not because of God but because of monopoly capital. His oppressidl
the foundation of the political and economic control of the gl
American people by a reactionary clique. His low pay, bad hou
ill-health, and lack of education result in the deliberate physical dest
tion of the Negro people. But they also result, as we shall show
billions of dollars of annual profit to American monopoly. Profits,
the spurious rationale of “race” and “God,” are the reasons for “delil
ately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring aly
its physical destruction in whole or in part.”

your hewer of wood and dp

ARTICLE TII (b}. CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT GENOCIDE

The prime mover of the mammoth and deliberate conspiracy to co
genocide against the Negro people in the United States is monaf)
capital. Monopoly’s immediate interest in gearly four billions of dollas
superprofits that it extracts yearly from its exploitation and oppresl
of the Negro people, according to the conservative estimate of a com
petent former Government economist.® And we have it on the authotlly
of one of America’s greatest Presidents, himself a lifelong student Wt
politics, that the Government of the United States is the creature of I
nopoly capital. “The masters of the Government of the United State
President Wilson declared in 1913, “are the combined capitalists am
manufacturers of the United States.” 4

They are also the masters of the city, county and state governmeiis
which, with the Federal Government and the monopolists themsel
are members of one of the largest and most profitable criminal @
spiracies known to history. While monopoly’s immediate interest isw‘x
four billions of dollars of profit, its long term aim, as we have said, I
keeping the political and economic control it now enjoys over the Ame
can people and the American government through emasculating dcm.1
cratic mass movements by disfranchising millions and setting one graiij
of Americans over and against another, This is its basic device for keepifiy I'
wages low and prefits high.

Only those who believe that semantics can conceal fact, that verbal cli- l
cumlocutions can disguise truth, maintain that those dominating 4 *
country economically do not dominate that country politically. As early ;

&) Ibid.

5) Perlo, dmerican Imperialism, p. 8q. P
6) The New Freedom, p. s8.

_
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W 1776 Adam Smith asserted in his Wealth of Nations, '“Eml lgo:t;:
ment . . . is in reality instituted for the defense of the ric agamsf -
8 joor. . . " He might have added and “for the aggra.ndmemegt o -
L iich at the expense of the poor.” This was the considered view o

most searching study of monopoly domination of the Umte}d EStatesrrll)ii
the United States Government's own Temporary Nat‘lona cono oie
{Jommittee. One hundred and four years after Adam Smith, Govcmmh
wonomists themselves said of monopoly: “A more nearly perfect m{:c }::
fism for making the poor poorer and the rich richer could scarcely

" »8 ‘
llrl:/;satiféry of the mechanisms of government by corporate ;e}pﬁtﬁi e[ii}{):klgs
monopoly to initiate the conspiracy for. g(?nomdc fr(!)j‘ﬁ wf 123 ﬂl rESS fm:
Representative Adolph J. Sabat}} of Nllinois, a mein e-rho i o gns =
uver forty-three years, partly spells out the way in which t iis C}? p al}i
i carried out. In December, 1947, Congressman Sabath said that in :
his experience he had never seen suc.h eagerness by Congress ltlo c::;l ie}fr
out the orders of the National Association of- Minufacturcrs, ; ec i
mouthpiece of monopoly. “The orders,” }.le said, “come down1 rom t :
NAM to the GOP national headquarters in Wgshmgton and they ?Slie
the Congressmen to do the specific job required. The Pews al?u -
Lu Ponts who control NAM, also control the‘ GOP, and tl?,ey W1T§
control the nomination of a Republican candidatt?_ for PreS{dent. f:s::1
men have implicit confidence that their orders will be c?rnedhout, and
examination of the GOP record in Congress shows how right t eyRari. ‘

Buc control by the Pews and Du Ponts, as well as the Morg;;ns, -ﬁ(i:o:i:
[cllers, Mellons and Fords is not limltedl to Repul?hcans. As tdc mlh i
aire banker, Frederick Townsend Martin wrote in tgri—and wit
incredible intensification of monopoly power it is %nf'jlmtely more t;l.;cz
today—-Tt matters-not one iota what political party is in power or Wb1'c
President holds the reins of office. We: are not p.ohncmns or pi_l1 it
thinkers; we are the rich; we own Amer;ca.; we got it, God lslnows .oxgr;
but we intend to keep it if we can by throwing all tbf: tremendous wmgur
of our support, our influence, our money, our pohucal' connz:'non;, our
purchased senators, our hungry congressmen, our pubhc—s.l:}.calmgir fe =
gogues into the scale against any Lsglsl:;m:;rﬁ3 any poh;;cc;aurpe:ttaf;m;
any presidential campaign that threatens the integrity o e

Political and economic freedom for the Negro people means incr o
frcedom for the whole American people and the beginnings of a “politi-

7) Inquiry Into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, 2 volumes. London
1930, volume II, p. 207.h " i 8
INEC, Monogra| 0. 21, p. 18
B The ?‘rm}f Agoug Soctalism, Leo Huberman, New York, 1950, pp. 103, 4.
10) The Passing of the ldle Rich, p. 140.
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cal platform™ that “threatens the integrity” of anti-democratic monop(
rule. It also threatens the integrity of super-profits. This is the gene
of the conspiracy of which we complain. A conspiracy is defined as “af
apparent combination of circumstances leading to an event; a concll
rence: a general tendency, as of circumstances, to one event.” Legall
it is an agreement or arrangement between two or more persens for (
performance of an unlawful act. A conspiracy can be recognized by |
results as well as revealed by dictaphone or exposed by spies. There |
the chance of error in human testimony but the result of a conspiragh
is indisputably there for all to see.
In the present crime we find a “combination of circumstances leadin
to an event” as well as concurrence and gencral tendency. But mon
important, are ponderable results which require the prior conspiratorjgh
agreement of many men. We find written law, wage scales and oth
economic facts, the legal opinions of courts, the incitements of officialy
the policies and measures of government, legislative acts and failures i
act, the deliberate use of the police and the courts, the discriminatoy
practices of Big Business, discrimination and segregation by federal, state
and county governments, all combining over a long period of years il
one invariable result—the systematic institutionalized genocidal oppreg
sion of the Negro people of the United States for profit. Such a massiye
result is impossible without a prior concurrence and agreement. Thig
conspiracy is synchronized so skillfully that not only do the acts of the
judicial, legislative and executive branches of the Federal Government
sustain cach other in contributing to the desired end, but Federal a¢
mesh with the similar acts of subordinate governmental groups on state,
county and municipal levels. The constant and invariable result is dis
crimination in employment, low wages, bad housing, denial*of medicul
treatment, enforced living in ghettos, denial of equality of accommodi
tions and services as well as equality in the courts, enforced by a comy
bination of genocidal terror and racist law, the whole contributing to the
giant profits of monopoly. '
Such institutionalized oppression of an entire people does not take
place through accident or negligence. It is mot the result of original sify,
of historic caprice, or of the “peculiar” character of the Negro people. I '
is deliberate and the result of plan, It is the result of the actions of human
beings wilfully acthig together to write and physically, economically
and judicially sustain racist law that deprives the Negro people of the
right to vote or to organize for their political and economic advanes: *
ment. It is the result of a conspiracy, we repeat, to commit genocide for
profit, a conspiracy engineered and directed by monopoly and executed |
by its state power on a federal, state, county and municipal level, _
“United States imperialism today drains profits from all parts of the

e ————————
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wpitalist world,” Mr, Perlo writes in his aut.ho.ritative study, “But }:hc
uripinal base of Wall Street superproﬁts{ and stll a larger sm;rce 'ttgjﬁ
uny single foreign country, is the oppression of the Negro people wi
i EED &

”"/\ﬁ:;tegj\[jit;sg how northern capital through i_ts_ Republican Party
fleserted the Negro people in the South after ti_xe Civil War and Re];:o‘x;-
\ruction, Mr. Perlo points out the steps by which northern c.aplta% ui ;
s control of Southern industry and agriculture on the resubjugation o

the Negro people:

“The political course followed by the Republican Party aid t}_u: B&;nzléﬁ
(e South was an alliance with the former slaveowners for tf eﬁrasu i ga .
ol the Negro people—a precursor of the future alliances of I;a[rllfes CTIile;r
with the reactionary landowners in the colonies and the semi-co Gh el. s
sonomic course was to prevent the Negro people from gcttmght e bank, :
jiicserve the plantation system in a new set-up in whlchhnort 1}1;1 faor;nei;
merchants and manufacturers derived the lion’s share of the %ro- s fr g
nperation, with the southern landown?rs as junior partfncils an8 ?:e;f}e;:the

“This process reached its peak during the decade of the 11%(; L
ixpansion pressures of the new banking and mdl{smal .chinopdo i s
linst great outlet in the South. It was mainly during this Seca g anr cna{ted
immediately following that the Jim Crow statutes of the outcl Wede L s
New state constitutions disfranchising the Negro people were a opteh. Ugit %
Yere driven out of local government bodies and the Congress of :;1 & ndgd
Wates. In a thirteen year period there were almost two thousa?h rﬁ;orroes
lynchings. Through terror and propaganda, .thc alharlé:e between ign ing g8
and the poor whites was dcompliitd}é _d%streoyeed, and its express
‘rople’s Party (Populists) deprived of influence. '
| "'ll]'he econgm(ic s?lbjuga)tion of the Negro people went aloxfug Wldjlf ttlklle tsegft;
MNepro workers, who constituted most of tl'nc skilled labor force o _ﬁb s
ulter the Civil War, were systematically driven out of highcr-paylng (]jo s afnr
kept out of entire industries (e.g. cotton textiles). They were rour;l;éegpinctao
thain-gang construction work and slave-labor turpentine zampsi; s i
lumber camps and mines. Special measures were adopte tc'i etcgt)ion Sgend_
liom owning farms, to force more and more of them into planta
nde and low-wage industrial labor, says Harry P_Iaywoqd. B i

“At the same time, the northern bankers and industrial monopo 1fs.ts 1gth
sned their grip on southern economic life to extract suglcr—proﬁl:;;;tc r&r;lrkcrz
oppressed Negro people, and to a lesser extent from southern fw lritism o
and sharecroppers cut off from the Negroes by eclo:}omic :Ilond i, s
racist propaganda. Railroads, cotton mills, a'md the coal, iron, }slte ad i
industries were all expanded and in varying degrees brought under 1(;00 §
ol northern capital., Wall Street b.anks and insurance c;:mpanlf;oflooh thvgi:r
« large proportion of the plantation land either c?lrccty }?r tes g i
monopoly control of credit and of the commodity exc zlling y 1} %hc
northern investments in the South amounted to a billien do :u;, Oilil 13_ ;
then existing volume of foreign investments. In later years these ho a“:,i
were multiplied and extended into new industries—oil, electric power, rayon,

11) American Imperialism, p. 82.
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and chemical i
oy indust:iC:s,S_Whmh are northern-owned even more completely than

“Thus the South was converted virtually i i
i - y into a semicol !
with the Negro workers providing most of the coloﬁiaicfaﬁﬁfy?f Wil 8

As many of the Negro people migrated to the north and west, U
same monopolists who controlled the Scuth imposed the same a’t ‘
of super-ex'ploitation upon them, perhaps in less obvious fornf ‘
super-exploitation, and the conspiracy which gains from it con‘t'
today on a larger and more profitable scale than ever before ,As Am
can monc.»pol'y gains in strength, reaching out for control of' the wm
the exploitation of the Negro people in the United States increas:“
scope and severity. Thus, in 1947 the median wage or salary incor;e"l
white wage earners was $1,080, of non-white wage earners $863, or I
per cent as much, according to the United States Department?):)f ‘.
merce. In 1949, according to United States Census Bureau reports w
16,800,000 Americans in 4,700,000 families had an income of les,s th
$1000 a year, the income of white families was two times v
that of Negroes. =5

Us_mg t}lu: 1947 figures, this difference of more than $1,100 in annud
carnings gives a measure of the amount of extra income o’f super rnﬁ
which employers derive from the average Negro worker’ over in(:lp E )
the no_rrr‘lal profits derived from a white worker. There are those }&11 1
to at‘tn.bute ifhis disparity in income to the Negro's lack of educati‘:n Oﬁ 4
depriving .hi'm of it and then charging him with it. However 0’ 1
\t‘;‘lfe}?t statistics plainly reveal that the disparity is of a racis’t %13‘::
Whiitesi\]m 1939 “-lho had a college elducation averaged $2,046 annually,

¢ Negroes with the same education had median earnings of $1,04

But it is in agriculture that the colonial-type oppression o% th "N’
people takes on its most extreme form. The majority of Ni ; fe |
operators are share-tenants and croppers in the South who :)E;Ou;rl

Icn July 1947 the average daily wage of farm labofers in the West Nor'
Eentral States, where very few Negroes are employed, was §6.52. In :
Nast South Central Stat!:s, where perhaps half of all farm laborers are
th:groeg,. the. average daily wage was $3.24. For all rural white famili.
the ;n; llan nggmc 1n11947 was §2,156; for non-white $1,026—about “
1,100 ti ] ;
- ifferential that was shown for non-farm wage earners in
Another source of fi i

profit derives from the tens of thousands of

Negroes arrested each year in the South for no crime of thei-'u::flnsb

12) lbid., pp. B2-3.
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o incarceration at forced labor on prison farm and roads, for the profits
4l food companies and contractors who reap the fruits of their unpaid

lubor.

How large, asks Mr. Perlo, are the super-profits derived by United
States imperialism from this Jeliberate extra exploitation of the Negro
people? An approximate answer may be gained by regarding as extra
profits the $1,100 difference between the median Negro wage and median
white wage, and multiplying this difference by the number of Negro
productive workers in agriculture and industry. Of the 6,000,000 Negro
gainful workers in 1947, approximately 3,500,000 were engaged in pro-
Juctive labor in farms or in industry, according to the United States
DDepartment of Commerce labor report. This number, multiplied by
§1,100, gives a total superprofit of almost four billion dollars. More
recent figures show a similar result for 1948 and 1949

This huge sum of four billions of dollars in super-profits is, then,
{he substantial motive for the conspiracy to commit genocide against the
Negro people. Added to the seven and a half billion dollars of booty
{rom abroad, this sum brings the total of American imperialist super-
profits from the labor of oppressed peoples to eleven and a half billions
of dollars per year. The first step in breaking the grip of American
imperialism abroad, is forcing it to release from bondage the American
Negro people at home.

Gunnar Myrdal in his American Dilemma points out that Negroes
are not only paid less than white workers but they are paid less for jobs
that require more exertion, more skill, more endurance and which are
more dangerous and less healthful than jobs ordinarily given white
workers. In Mr. Myrdal's words, the jobs reserved for Negro are char-
scterized “by a high degree of physical and psychological disutility” and
“long and strenuous muscular exertion.” In describing the disadvantages

of some of the principal Negro jobs, he writes:

“In logging it is chiefly risk of accident and disease; in sawmills accident

risk and noisg; in fertilizer plants, dust and disagreeable odors; in road

construction, excessive exposure to the elements and so on.”*?

He cites as typical conditions in the Ford Motor Company. (Actually,
Ford is above the average because it employs more Negro workers and
gives them higher skilled jobs than any other auto plant.) In the tool
room at Ford, he writes, where wages are high, scarcely one per cent

sof the workers are Negroes. But in Ford’s foundry, where the work
requires equal skill to that in the tool room and is far more intense and
dangerous, forty-seven per cent of the workers are Negroes and the
wages are considerably less than those paid in the tool room.

13) An American Dilemma, Vol. 11, pp. 1079 fi.
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The U.S. Census of Munufacturers for 1947 indicates something of
super-exploitation of Negro workers in particular industries:
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o pit white labor against black labor.” The Conference described some-
lhing of the situation facing the Negro in employment today. It said in

) art:
Hourly rate l

1. Sawmills in Oregon (almost all white workers). ... §1.61 “A new and grave situation confronts us as well as the whole labor move-
Sawmills in Alabama (mostly Negroes) ... .63 ment. . . . With unemployment rapidly becoming a mass probllem.among us
2. Linseed oil mills (white workers, Minnesota) ... 1.28 {6y per cent in Chicago; 50 per cent of those receiving relief in Toledo,

Cotton seed oil mills (southern industry) . ...

s G Negroes); with widespread failure to upgrade Negroes in higher skilledjobs,

3. Fertilizer manufacturing in North (fair proportion Ne- with no special measures of adequate scope being taken to safeguard our gcb
BrOES) oo T P TTRE L ey e B e 1.13 lights or to open apprenticeship, skilled training and jobs to our ex_pandn:lg
Fertilizer manufacturing in Georgia (majority Negroes) .76 numbers of young graduates, employers see new opportunities to pit wh}tc

4. Cigarette manufacturing (largely white industry) ... rr2 lihor against black labor. . . . No amount of pious talk and cheap lip service

Tobacco stemming and drying (overwhelmingly Negro) .75 win hide stark facts of life . . . the growth of poverty, unemployment, sickness,

ub-standard housing, increased attacks on our civil rights, on the very life
_ und limb of 15,000,000 Negroes. . . .”

the basis of race, in obvious violation of the Charter and the Genocidi
Convention. The Negro is held in such economic bondage that to live
must work for almost any wage offered. Discrimination keeps a large
unemployed reserve that acts as an eftective brake on all wages, thug
depressing the wages of white workers as well. Monopoly is the source
of by far the largest amount of employment discrimination in the United
States and, faithfully reflecting the desires of monopoly, the Government
of the United States in the next highest offender. '

According to the report of the Federal Fair Employment Practice
Committee, later killed by Congress, for the fiscal year 1943-44, business
was charged with 69.4 per cent of the discrimination brought before the
committee. Government agencies were charged with discrimination in
24.5 per cent of the cases, and labor unions with 6.1 per cent. 80.8 per
cent of the complaints charged refusal of employment on the basis of
race—96.7 per cent were Negroes. Four out of five cases which came.
before the committee concerned Negroes who were refused employment
on the basis of race.

This pattern, so integral to profit, continues, of course, to the present,
It has in fact accelerated with the collapse of FEPC which might hav
acted as a deterrent. A Negro vice president (gf Ford Local 6oo, United
Auto Workers, CIO, told the National Trade Union Conference on’
Negro Rights, held in Chicago, on June 11, 1950, that:

Corporate discrimination for profit is, in fact, increasing, as revealed
by a sample of official statements:

A representative of the Michigan Unemployment Compensation Com-
mission told a Detroit city-wide conference of the United Auto Workers
['sir Employment Practices Committee that job discrimination against
Negroes was mounting. The report said that in 1945 some 35 per cent of
lhe employers requesting help specified “white only.” In April, 1947,
" (his had jumped to 44.5 per cent. In 1949 it rose to 49.8 per cent. And
| In 1950 it reached 80 per cent.

The Chicago Committee on Human Relations reported in May, 1950
that employment discrimination against Negroes and other minority
yroups is increasing. Non-white workers are nine per cent of the total
libor force while it is estimated they form twenty-two per cent of the
unemployed in Chicago.

A study by the Race Relations Department of Fisk University of
Intergroup practices in the United Packinghouse Workers, CIO, revealed
that Negro workers in Kansas City had less take-home pay and more
prievances than white members of the same union.

In New York State, discrimination in employment increased in 1949
by 15 per cent over 1948, according to the complaints received by the
New York State Commission Against Discrimination.

172
“Sixty percent of the lines standing before the Ford Employment office Broffy from. Iegry Guess

today are Negro workers. . . . The Negro people have again found it necess = A pother source of profit to United States finance capital is the segrega-
sary to fight for the right 1o work and they have reached the stage of fightingl . ¢ Negroes into the slum areas and ghettos common to virtually every
fof R ghth T 42 O Wbt & o, | lirge American city. New York City is typical of conditions in most

The long lines of Negro workers before the Ford gates have an obvious large cities. The Harlem ghetto is owned by the largest of the country’s
relationship to the wages of the workers employed at Ford’s. The con- insurance companies, mortgage companies, banks, and real estate specu-

ference mentioned above declared that “employers see new opportunities lators operating with bank credit. They constitute a “mortgage conspir-




L GENOCIDE

acy” to limit Negro housing—once investigated by the Federal Gow
ment but subsequently forgotten. Here the Negro people are imprisol
and here the rents are 50 per cent higher than in other working ¢
areas. 1

In New York City, as elsewhere, slum clearance and housing praoj
are no solution for the Negro people since they are often forbic
entrance into the new housing projects. They are driven from the sl
but barred from the new projects arising on those slums that are
for by their own taxes. Nothing perhaps so well demonstrates the
servience of government to monopoly’s drive for profits than the ingt
ible story of the gigantic Metropolitan Life Insurance Company’s |
cessful efforts to exclude Negroes from its tax-supported Stuyve
Town housing development. This insurance octopus has kept Negi
from living on property supported by tax rebates to the company. M
over, complaisant courts have aided the monopoly in evicting th
white tenants who tried to break down its exclusion of Negroes.

“Negro citizens are held virtual prisoners in substandard housing
over America,” writes Leslic S. Perry, of the National Association for q
Advancement of Colored People.’* The imprisonment of Negroes
ghettos for profit is revealed in Baltimore, for example, where the twel
percent of the population who are Negroes are crowded into less th
two per cent of the living space. In Chicago’s Black Belt the populati
density is go,000 persons per square mile, although 35,000 per square m
is considered the optimum under which health can be maintai
A new U.S. Senator shocked his colleagues in 1949 by taking a fe
tour of “the worst housing in America”—only two blocks from the S
ate’s own palatial building. And, incredibly, a year later, this slum hae
ing was being torn down to make room for—another more palatial bull
ing for the Senators! A single block in Harlem has a population of 3}
persons. “At a comparable rate of concentration,” concluded The Aré
tectural Forum, “the entire United States could be housed in half of Ni
York City.” .

“In every city of the United States where the Negro constitutes
appreciable part of the population he Has been relegated to the slul

and tenements,” writes Mr. Perry, adding that he is kept there throug

violence, restricted covenants and court decisions.”

He points out that municipal services are denied the Negro people:

“Their public streets and highways are usually allowed to remain in a st
of disrepair and neglect; city refuse services such as garbage, trash and as
removal are infrequent and indifferent; seldom are there the parks, pla

14) An Appeal to the World, 1947, p. 79.
15) lbid., p. 77.

younds and public ce X 4
i i i olice

.y in protective services such as poilce, 1sing

Wnkes t_':isc areas a haven for the criminal element of the whole city

uncerns and realty corporations t

1t for their quarters than are pai cs rab
" }iis is the planned result of monopoly—artificially restricting the supp

ul housing. Even formal reports

Jractices. These practi
Jroups,
| 1 hich are barred
' developments W

:l\l::::bz:claring ?hat banks are reluctafltlto give Negro v{;:tc}rlails rl;)j
under the GI Bill of Rights for the building of homes, and tha tpsta;
huilders “show a reluctance” to build for Negmes, the repor -
"'hese interlocking business customs and devices form the core o

(iscriminatory policy.
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i1 white neighborhoods; laxity and corruj
e e e ehl;;itgh inspectors, licensing officia

Virtually every authority agrees that these Negro ghettos are matl

\ined because they are profitable to the insurance companies, mortga

hat own them. “All informed observers

ite * that Negroes pay from 10 to 50 per cent mo
e By gd by whites for comparable facilities.

of the United States Government occ
onally admit that the American ghetto for the Negro people persit

wcause it is profitable to big business. Thus the report O(Iil cw’# r:gz
i\ 1947, To Secure These Rights, made at the order. of P_rem ent bru_ !
Lltes that “Discrimination in housing results primarily from busin

ces may arise from special interests of b.u'sm(
such as the profits to be derived from confining minorities

Chim G o i
.. Again it is ‘good business’ to develop exclusn.fc rcsmlet
to all but white gentile

17

Denial of the Vote

e
The American Legend states that, no matter what tihc tyrakililzz ‘
where, every American citizen be he rich or poor, black or white,

or woman, has the right and duty of voting his convictions.

The American fact is that millions are denied the vote because t

are poor or because of their race or because of both. i i1 D
The legend is that everyone who wants to votes. The a i
115, ranks among the lowest of the industrialized nations in proi
| of population that does vote.
““'lil'l;t i?ierican Legend proclaims t.hat because of the
yoting booth the rich have no more mﬁueanz than the ;;i)or. .
The American fact is that in seven American States merican &
pay for the privilege of voting, and that this tax on votlngiE was E:zsti nw
(he wealthy for the express purpose of keeping the poor rc::;s i
s a repressive tax, falling hardest on those V\tlth lowest inco the. 1{
sates this payment for the privilege of voting, knpwn as 9301
s cumulative and piles up year after year. Americans pay to

equality of

16) Ibid., p. 77-
17) Pp. 67, 68.
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Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas i
Virginia,

As profit is the motive of this conspiracy, so denial of the vote i§
method. It is sometimes accomplished “legally” through the poll
sometimes through hidden political machinations. In the South w I
one party dominates, it operates through the so-called Democratic “wh
primary.” Special tests have been devised to eliminate those Negroes wi
dare to attempt their Constitutional right of ballot where the “whi
primary” has been condemned. But whatever the mechanics of disfru
chisement, it is enforced by murder, assault and terror on the basig |
race, a small part of which is enumerated in this petition under the appi
priate articles of the Genocide Convention.

It is through this device of robbing millions of Americans of the
vote that the economic-political conditions for the profitable oppressiul
of the Negro people are maintained. The fact is that only the weallly
the conservative, and the white supremacists are permitted to vote |
the South. They alone have freedom of political organization and as
ciation. This restricted suffrage not only gives reaction the politicil
econgmic control of whole states, countries, towns and cities in the Sou
but gives it a preponderant voice and control of the Federal Governme
Limited suffrage, controlled by monopoly, elects representatives to
Federal Congress whose influence is decisive in national affairs becaui
of the committee and seniority system of Congress.

I

Federal laws are written in committees, frequently determined and

dominated by a single chairman and a handful who vote with him
Of the nineteen standing committees, for example, in the House of
Representatives, ten are currently headed by Southerners, elected by an
oligarchy, by a small minority of technically eligible white votcts. The
three most powerful committees in the U.S. Senate are headed by similyp
poll-taxers—Foreign Relations by Connally, Armed Services by Russell;
Finance by George. A Texan and two Georgians determine the basie
foreign and domestic policy of the entire nation. In neither state can th‘-
Negro vote except at his own peril.

Where the disfranchised black populatiofl is the majority, or nei
majority, the white people allowed to vote sometimes have 2 political
strength ten to twenty times greater than their fellow citizens in the north
and west. Thus in South Carolina, it took 4,393 voters to elect a repres
sentative to Congress in 1946 whereas in Illinois it took 137,877 voteri
In Mississippi in 1946, it took 4,993 voters to elect a congressional repre
sentative, while in Rhode Island 136,197 voters were necessary. ‘The totl
vote for ten members of Congress in Georgia in 1946 was 161,58, bul
in Wisconsin 983,918 votes were cast for ten members of Congress. Since
the South permits but one party as well as one “race” in its elections, it

5-
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Wiired 32,573 out of 53,087 votes in 1946 to elect thlc Negro Congress-
win A. Clayton Powell of New York while it requlr.ed only 5,429 out
i 4,429 to elect the arch-racist Rankin of Mississippi. Dorn of South

Hiiolina won with 3,527 out of a total of 3,530 while Dawson, Negro

Lungressman from Illinois, needed 38,040 votes out of a total of 66,885.

On July 21, 1947 it was stated on the floor of the House of Representa-
Wes that “In the Presidential elections of 1944, 10 percent of the poten-
Wil voters voted in the seven poll tax states as against 49 percent in the
e vote states. In the congressional elections of 1946, the figures are 5

picent for the poll tax states as compared with 33 percent for the free-

Wiling states.”™

Ihe total number disfranchised in the South, including states without
i poll tax, exceeds the number who actuall?f vote. Thu‘s, in the Soutg
Alantic States, using the 1940 census for voting population figures an
e 1946 congressional elections for the vote, 24.4 percent zf th}ssic
Higible to vote were Negroes who were entirely disfranchised, w 1;
e actual number of voters was only 222 percent. In the East So.ut
Lentral States 25 percent of those eligible to vote .under Fhe Umtftd
lates Constitution were Negroes—and they were disfranchised—while
e actual number of voters was only 165 percent of those twenty-one
s and over. In the West South Central States 17.9 percent were dis-
linchised Negroes while only 14.2 percent of those over twenty-one
years old actually voted. In the whole South of those f:hglbh? to vof; .11n
iy(0 under the United States Constitution, only 18 percent did so, while

¢ non-voters totalling 82 percent.

m'l'inl::);:a.varte somme suﬁigcienti;y short-sighted to believe that this who%csaic
llufranchisement is merely the misfortune of the Negro. 'But the eminent
wholar, Dr. W. E. B. Du Bois, points out that disfranchisement not only
menaces the entire American people but the whole world:

" .. the disfranchisement of the American Negro makes the functioning

ul all democracy in the nation difficult; and as democracy fails to functwnhu‘é
lie leading dentocracy in the world, it fails in the world. . . . Let us see wha

ilect the disfranchisement of Negroes has upon democracy in the United

= liates. In 1944, five hundred and thirty-one clectoral votes were cast for the

~ pesident of the United States. Of these one hundred and twenty-nine camﬁ
Lum Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Louisiar?a,l leghoma, North andf S(;lut
‘1'.1ul»lina, Texas, Virginia, Florida and Mississippi. The x}um}‘}lcr of t C}SIC
woles and the party for which they were cast, depﬁended primarily upon the
dislranchisement of the Negro and were not subject to public oplmofn gr
~ lrmocratic control. They represented pearly a fourth of the p(;wer of the
drectoral college and yet they represented only a tenth of the actual voters. . :
“In other words while this nation is trying to carry on the govcmme?t;)
e United States by democratic methods, it is not succeeding because of the

18) To Secure These Rights, p. 39.
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premium which we put on the disfranchisement of the voters of the
Moreover, by the political power based on this disfranchised vote the i
of this nation are chosen and policies of the country determined. The nul
of congressmen is determined by the population of a state. The largel
number of that population which is disfranchised means greater powel
the few who cast the vote. As one national Republican committeeman i
Ilinois declared, ‘The Southern States can block any amendment to the Ul
States Constitution and nullify the desires of double their total of North
and Western states.’

“According to the political power which each actual voter exercised in I
the Southern South rated as 6.6, the Border States as 2.3 and the rest of
country as about 1, . . .

“When the two main political parties in the United States become W i
ceptable to the mass of voters, it is practically impossible to replace eithel &
them by a third party movement because of the rotten borough system b
on disfranchised voters.

“Not only this but who is interested in this disfranchisement and W
gains power by it? It must be remembered that the South has the laf|
percentage of ignorance, of poverty, of disease in the nation. At the same tlif
and partly on account of this, it is the place where the labor movement |
made the least progress; there are fewer unions and the unions are |
effectively organized than in the North, Besides this, the fiercest and it
successful fight against democracy in industry is centering in the South,
Just that region where medieval caste conditions based mainly on color, A
partly on poverty and ignorance, are more prevalent and most successful,
just because labor is completely deprived of political and industrial powsl
investors and monopolists are today being attracted there in greater numbi

and with more intensive organization than anywhere else in the Unilih
States.”®

Dr. Du Bois, Negro leader who is now himself under indictment [
his efforts for peace, has correctly pointed out who gains power by m
franchising the Negro. Monopoly finance gains power. It does<o, in h
first place by controlling the governmental machinery which drafts
Hitler-like racist laws and policies to subjugate the Negro people. Al
it uses its governmental power to foment and abet extra-legal viol _
against the Negro people, particularly when they attempt to vote.
is often done quite openly through state-chartered organizations of I
Ku Klux Klan. In this connection we submit in the Appendix (D
ment A) a detailed case history of the use of violence as a state policy

“
buler and head of the Civil Rights Congress. Mr. Patterson,

" illed, was indicted for contempt of Colng_riss ive |
Wion Lanham of Georgia had called him “a l?lack son ?f a 'mtc:hu ar;g
Jul attempted to assault him during a Congressional inquiry 1nto alleg

S hbhying.

the State of Georgia to prevent Negroes from voting in elections in thl
state. It is typical pf systematic denial of the vote in the Southern statey
as shown above in Mississippi also.

This document was submitted as an Offer of Proof concerning violi
tion of the Fifteenth Amendment of the Constitution of the Unitedl
States by Stetson Kennedy, well-known author of studies concerning (he

19) Appedl to the World, prepated for the National Association for the Advancemui
of Colored People,” 1947, pp. 6, 7, 9, 10.

e
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ia
Ight of the Negro in the South and a former member of th'.: Sf:‘go;%“
ieau of Investigation. It was submitted in the case of the Unite

1l | i y ned Negro
( ] L. Pat erson, 1nt€rnat10nall reno . ‘
,IHZCHCR V. LF Illiam Lerso W

after Representative Hen-

Disfranchisement through Terror in Georgia

Mr. Kennedy's document reads in part:

"I'he witness, Stetson Kennedy, would testify as to the facts shcwvn.\.g1
U unconstitutional denial or abridgment of the rlght' of a sub§tant1g
JWimber of citizens of Georgia to vote in the Congressional felﬁcuor'ls in
it State during the period 1940 to 1950. These facts are as fo ow;;.wed

"1, During this entire period fro_m 193,0 to 1948 no one was allo

i ia who had not registered.
“""’;.ﬁ%;:cz?o‘:)rri‘ialgﬂro: The Unite§ State§ Census 'Bureau’s Eacords 5?02\:
it in 1940 the toral number of citizens in Georgia above tde age tc:) thé
il thus eligible under Section 2 of the Eourteenth Amendment
| unstitution to vote in Congressional elections, was 1,766,969.

"Official returns of the 1940 election in Georgia as reported by1 the
Wicretary of State of Georgia was 312,539 Votes. In other worc}s, on 3; alrz
percent of the total population]:,olf1 G‘eorglaoabove the age of 21 y

‘eded in actually casting a ballot mn 1940. .
m:'l;.t?ijjctlilcl)na of 1;48: Cefsus Bureau records reveal that in 1948 the

jupulation of Georgia above the age of 21 years was 1,968,510 5

[n the election of that year, a total of 365,356 votes were cast, according
W the records of the Secretary of Statz of Georgia. This was 18 percent

: opulation above the age of 21,

Hg'},:m.tlt\?;zlrf goﬁulation and Votge: Acc?rding to .the Census Blglreaus

icords, every third person in Georgia during tbe period 1940 to 194 fw;e

i Negro. But, according to the same source, in 1048, 82 p(ircexét 0 =
white population above the age of 21 was registered and only 18 per ;
ol the Negro population above the. age of 21 years had beenhreg1§tfrcce.
I'he percentages for 1940 were considerably lower bfaca}lse of the ex1s£cnh
{ that time of the State’s poll tax law, and the inviolate status of the
‘\]'I'!ll.“chgén{'};lt’lyr'es and percentages indicate that an overvyheiming m?jorl}iy
of the Negro citizens of Georgia above the age of 21 did not exercise the

; i i lections.
(ght to vote in Congressional e : . ‘
“The witness, if permitted to testify, would establish that the failure
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to exercise the franchisc by Negroes as aforesaid was due to a denial
abridgment of their right to do so and that there were three chief ¢
for this denial or abridgment: First, direct action by officials of the |
of chrgia; second, official action by the Democratic Party of the St
Ge'orgla acting as an instrument of that State; and third, the notol
action of private organizations and corporate powers acting with
actual or implied sanction of the State of Georgia. He would testify I

“5. As to the first cause, official action by the State of Georgia
resulted in the denial or abridgment of the right of citizens above the
of 21 to vote in the Congressional elections in that State in the decade
1940 to 1950 by means of the following:

(a) Poll tax legislation;
(b) Intentional refusal on the part of election registrars to regls
qualified Negro citizens; ‘
(c) The purging by officials of Georgia of the names of quili
Negro voters from the registration rolls in Georgia;
(d) The enactment of legislation in Georgia abolishing all re
tration lists and requiring the re-registration of citizens n
ously qualified to vote, and giving virtually unlimited d

tionary powers to registrars to deny the voting right of i
citizen.

. “6. That the rules, regulations and primaries of the Democratic Pil
in the State of Georgia constitute an integral part of the election machilli
ery of the State and that Party has acted as an agent of the State in I
conduct of primary elections for Congressional candidates in that Sille
that by the rules and regulations of that Party in effect duringethe L ‘
1940 through 1946, Negroes were prohibited from voting in the Dei
cratic primaries; and that, since there was no Republican Congressi ‘
Prlrr.lafry held in the State of Georgia during said period, there was W
participation by Negro citizens above the age of 21 in the Congressial |
primaries held in Georgia during this period. |

“7. That private and corporate orgamizations such as the Ku Kl
Klan, Inc. and the Columbians, Inc. had the official approval and agyii
ance of the public officials of the State of Georgia during the decade
to 1950, and with the sanction of said State engaged in terroristic activitl
which created such fear and intimidation among qualified Negro citizen
of the State of Georgia, as well as election registrars of said State, ag
prevent and preclude an effective registration and voting on the I;art ol
large portions of the Negro citizens of that State in the Congressionil
clections in Georgia in the decade 1940 to 1050. I

“8. That the following chronological compendium itemizing oveil ‘
threats, cross-burnings, masked parades, floggings, lynchings, purges
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Wher acts of discrimination and violence against the Negro people of
toipia, were committed during the period 1943 to 1948 with the inten:
Sul/or effect of preventing eligible Negro inhabitants of Georgia from

iicising their right to vote in Congressional elections; that many of the

Widents itemized were personally investigated by the witness for the
wirgia Department of Law; and that many others (sources indicated)
Wiic widely published throughout the State in the daily and weekly press,
il thus by virtue of such publication served as a deterrent to voting by
Nigroes, not only in the locale where such act took place, but through-

Wit the State. .. ."

I'he Kennedy study then enumerates some 107 terroristic acts and other

Wiines, all of them clearly sanctioned by the State of Georgia, and the
lnancial interests it serves, all of them plainly intended to thwart democ-
Wiy by preventing qualified Negroes from voting. The crimes and tech-
Wiues enumerated are common to the -whole South. Only the place,
Aites, and actual actors would need to be changed to have the list repre-
Jititive of that which constantly occurs, as other evidence submitted
jioves, in Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama, Florida, North and Secuth
I wolina, Virginia, Arkansas, and Texas among other states,

A random selection of the events detailed in this Georgia case history,

und, in a way, a case history for the whole South, includes such incidents
i the following:

MORTERDALE, December 10, 1943. ‘Christian Democracy and White

Supremacy are the greatest things which should emerge from this terrible
(atastrophe,’ ex-governor Eugene Talmadge said with reference to Worlc
War I1. Talmadge spoke as guest of honor at the annual klonklave of th
Porterdale klavern of the Ku Klux Klan, held in Porter Memorial Audi
torium, owned by the Bibb Manufacturing Company (textile chain). Among
those present were James A. Colescott, Imperial Wizard of the KKK; Dr
Samuel Green, Grand Dragon of the Georgia Klan; Harold 8. Gates, Exaltec
Cyclops of the Porterdale Klan; George Hamilton, Treasurer of the Stat
of Georgia; Pat Campbell, member of the state legislature from Newtor
(ounty; Zach Cravey, fish and game commissioner under Talmadge’s ad
ministration; and Johnny Goodwin, formetly Talmadge’s highway patro
chief, personal bodyguard and then leader of the Vigilantes, Inc. Even
piven statewide publicity by Atlanta Constitution, December 18, 1943 . .
YGAINESVILLE, Jenuary 28, 1946, Klansmen from all over Georgia stage
1 masked parade and burned three crosses in the Negro section. City Fir
Chief served as coordinator. (Report to Georgia Bureau of Investigation.
"ATLANTA Klavern No. 297, February 14, 1946. Floggings and lynching
recommended as solution ta n——r problems; all Klansmen urged to carr
weapons while engaged in Klan demonstrations. (Report to GBIL.)
"ATLANTA Klavern No. 297, April 1, 1946. Cyclops Roper reported th:
he had conferred with gubernatorial candidate Eugene Talmadge on wa

anil
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and means of keeping Georgia Negroes from voting, and that Talm
had replied by writing the word ‘Pistols’ on a scrap of paper. Roper
cated that Talmadge had promised to give the Klan a ‘free hand’ in
race rioting that might develop while he was Governor. It was annouf
that ‘Brother Klansman Judge Luke Arnold’ would speak at Klavern
on the second Thursday in May on a plan to keep Negroes from vol
Roper reported listening in on a conversation between Grand Dragon San
Green and Georgia House Speaker Roy Harris in Augusta in which Hg
invited Klan leaders to discuss with him the prospect of getting the lej
ture to convene itself to adopt a white primary law, and other mean
keeping Negroes from voting. (Report to GBL)

“ATLANTA Klavern No. 1, April 8, 1946. Grand Dragon Green repa
that Talmadge had promised if elected to sweep out of office everyone
did not believe in ‘white supremacy and roo percent Americanism.’ |
CIO’s Operation Dixie was attacked as ‘purely political’ and ‘for the n
and the Jew.' “The KKK is declaring war on the CIO—we’re going to.
their Operation 'Dixie in the bud,” Green said. Applications for g8 |
memberships and 37 reinstatements were attributed to Klan interes
the Talmadge campaign (Report to GBI.) -

“STONE MOUNTAIN, May g, 1946. Some 1,000 Klansmen in a rd
ceremony inducted 300 new members from all over Georgia. This way
Klan’s first major postwar cross-burning demonstration. (Associated |
May 9, 1946.)

“SWAINSBORO, July 11, 1946. In a statewide radio address, Talmu
said, “Wise Negroes will stay away from the white folks’ ballot boxes
July 17. We are the true friends of the Negroes, always have been, |
always will be as long as they stay in the definite place we have provil
for them.” (Associated Press, July 11, 1046.)

“EATONVILLE, July 11, 1946. W. S. Hooten, chairman of the boa d

registrars, announced that 20 percent of Putnam’s County Negro
trants. had been purged ‘on grounds of incompetence due to lack of edl
tion, intelligence or character.” The purge procedure which then swil
across Georgia consisted of pro-Talmadge registrars serving thousand

i
Negro registrants with sheriff’s summonses |

‘ to appear (during worl
hours) to ‘show cause’ why they should not be dropped forg‘illit i

criminal record, bad character,” etc. All who failed to appear were Alll
matically purged. (Adanta Constitution; July 12, 1946.) 1
“ELLAVILLE. Fifty percent of the county’s Negro registrants were putgil
When some registrants resigned, new ongs were appointed by Supeil
Court Judge W. H. Harper, and the purge continued. (Atlanta Consllle
tion, July 12, 1946.) L
“APPLING COUNTY. On July 10, 1946, a week before the primary,
District Judge Frank H. Scarlett issued an order halting further purgl
in Atkinson, Ben Hill, Pierce and Coffee Counties, and ordered the roli
statement of 800 Negroes who had been purged in Appling County.
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People had chary
that more than 20,000 Negro residents had been challenged in |l
statewide purge, and demanded that the U.S, Department of Justice (uh
action. However, the Department decided to maintain a ‘hands off’ poll
(Georgians were keenly aware that Senator Theodore Bilbo in a il
address at Jackson, Mississippi, on June 22 had called upon ‘every.
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blooded American in Mississippi to resort to any means at their command’
o prevent Negroes from voting and that he had been re-elected over-
whelmingly.) . . .

VITZGERALD, july 16, 1946. Notices were tacked on the doors of Negro

thurches reading, ‘The first n——r who votes in Georgia will be a dead
n——ril" (Atanta Constitution, July 17, 1946.)

"MANCHESTER, July 17, 1946. A State Senator picketed the polls with a

shotgun as a warning to Negroes not to vote. (Atlanta Constitution, July
18, 1946.

'A'I'LP?I%’I“)A, Aungust 26, 1946. Hoke Gewinner, speaking from a sound
truck at a Columbian Street meeting in front of Exposition Cotton Mills,
called for organization on a block and precinct basis at ‘combat n——r
bloc voting,” and said, “There are just two ways to fight these things—with
ballots and with bullets. We are going to try ballots first.” (Report to GBL.)

"MOUNT VERNON, September 6, 1048. Isiah Nixon, Negro, shot down
in his home for having voted in the Democratic primary. (Associated Press,
September g, 1948.)

'LLYONS, November 20, 1948. Robert Mallard leader in the movement to
increase Negro voting, ambushed by robed band and shot while driving
[rom church to his home in Toombs County. (Associated Press, November

28, 1948.)” -

These, then, are some of the methods of the conspiracy whereby finance
[nins with the state and terrorist organizations to disfranchise Americans
lor political power and private profit. The conspiracy has made potent
ise of the spurious charge of “rape” as a political weapon. The charge of
‘tape” was consciously forged as a matter of state policy. It emerged in
the Southern states at the same historic moment as the poll-tax. It has
unce consistently been used to terrorize militant Negroes with the ever-
present menace of death by lynching or by “legal murder” through police,
mcited mobs, and venal courts. Examples of how the cry of “rape” is
used, invariably on the basis of race, abound in the numerous cases listed
ibove. They include, among a good many others, the executed Martins-
ville Seven in Virginia, the martyred Willie McGee in Mississippi, and
Paul Washington in Louisiana.

In most Southern states “rape” had no special connotation as a crime
until about 18go. Then it came into use as a political device for the oppres-
sion of the Negro people, as part of the drive completely to disfranchise
the Negro people and break the Populist movement. It was made into
1 weapon of terror and death at the same time the Southern states wrote
new State Constitutions to disfranchise Negroes. It coincided with the
hody of oppressive, discriminatory legislation that is still on Southern
satute books. “Rape,” as a capital weapon of white supremacy, did not
tcome into being until the White Bourbons regained their power in the
late eighties and early nineties. Before that time it was seldom a capital
offense, at least since the Civil War, Punishment was meted out on the
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basis of equality of Negro and white. But since the 1890’s, thousand

Negroes have been lynched and “legally” executed on the basis of

on the spurious charge of “rape” while the number of- whites who

been executed on the charge, legally or any other way, is virtually

“Rape” became an incitement to lynching—and lynching, as the P
dent’s own Committee on Civil Rights noted in 1947, is the ulti
weapon of terror to keep the Negro in a subordinate status. The ge
cidal, murderous quality of the charge of “rape” is apparent to all in
South. Two months after Willie McGee was legally murdered o
charge of “rape” in Mississippi, an all-white jury freed a white raplt
within a short time, despite virtually uncontradicted testimony.

The history and racist nature of the alleged crime of “rape” in lz
State of Louisiana is the subject of a penetrating study by Dr. Oakley
Johnson. It is included in the Appendix under the heading of Datil
ment B. ‘

Dr. Johnson made a thorough examination of the records in the offit
of the Secretary of State at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and found that fra
1907 to 1950, a period of 43 years, not one white man charged with rape
had been put to death in Louisiana, although 29 Negroes charged with
rape had been executed in that period. From 1900 to 1950, there weil
39 executions for “rape.” All but two of those executed were Negroes. I
addition to the Negroes officially put to death by the State of Louisiand
whose practices are standard for most Southern states—three others wele
put to death in Louisiana by the United States Government during
World War II. They were Corporal John Walter Bordenave, 29; Privile
Lawrence Mitchell, 18; and Private Richard Philip Adams, 2s.

“They are added to the total in the attached list,” Dr. Johnson writel
“because their punishment took place on Louisiana soil and by meuiil
of the state’s portable electric chair, loaned for the purpose. These thres
make a total of 40 Negroes put to death for rape in this state since 1900,
as compared to 2 white men.”

Dr. Johnson compared the later records with the records from 1806
through 1889, before the charge of “rape” had been transformed into §
political policy for the oppression of the Negro people, Dr. Johnson
writes: “The following facts are clear from an examination of these ol
records:

“1) From Civil War days until the consolidation of white political
control, punishment for rape was imprisonment only, never death; pas
doning was frequent; and a differentiation was made between ‘rape’ and
‘intent to rape.’

“2) Race differences were noted for the purpose of description, bu
had not yet hardened into caste differences.

“3) After the solidification of white rule politically, the setting up of

| writing on lynching in Louisiana,
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¢ death penalty for rape gave opportunity to returfi o virtual lmpi.mf
| cnactment of the Black Code with its differentiation between pumnish-
/it for whites and punishment for Negroes.”
I"ll:illi[c(i);l"r\{murder bypthe state scts the pattern f‘?r the ill.cgal murdesrs of
Wiching and lynching which goes unpunished is genocide bX the State.
Dr. Johnson observes: “No people
i be held down undemocratically through use 'of demoFratlc ,pohtlgal
Jiims except through terroristic tactics, and this is thc_ raison dc;re or
Jiching. Louisiana members of Congress have stftadlly oppose anti-
Wiching legislation. In Louisiana 355 recorded lynchings of Negroei tooh<
Wlice between 1882 and 1948, a period of 66 years; a quarter of these lynch-
Jiys were due to allegations of rape.” . ——
I'aul Washington, a Negro Army veteran of4 24, DOW 1 facm‘g egfa
\iiching in Louisiana on a charge of rape. The brother of' his ws;,
\¢lma Washington, was lynched in 1941 -Undoul?tedly rcfe.rrmg to the
Washington case, Dr. Johnson notes: “It is a serious qucsuon.whethcr
wy trial of a Negro for a crime by a state Wh1ch has- perm%tted 335
lynchings of Negroes in 66 years can be considered fair. 11.: is aplpar—1
(il that the 335 extra-legal killings of Negroes and the 40 Louisiana lega
\ecutions for “rape” are both parts of a system (.jf Black Code }ust_ici
Juite out of keeping with the Federal Constitution and Ecderal civi
(ohts, . . .” And, it may be added, the Genocide Convention and the
| (lurter of the United Nations.

Disfranchisement by Economic Sanctions

Added to “legal” deterrents from voting, as well as terror, v1olenlce, and
lhe weapon of alleged rape, the conspiracy also employs economic pres-

(e against those Negroes who attempt to exercise their Constitutional
1 ung. .

‘ H'.]ll';l: fka?ite ilanters, employers and merchants of the Sou-th have tradi-

‘ tionally been linked in a conspiracy to deny land, houses, jobs, seed, fer-
(lizer and foodstuffs to Negro tenant farmers, sharecroppers and workers
who vote or attempt to vote. . '

This conspiracy dates from the Reconstruction period, when such sanc-
lions, coupled with Ku Klux Klan terrorism, served to.subvert the P;E-
enth Amendment. The sanctions have continued to this day. Not since
e abolition of the Freedmen’s Bureau, which, among other things, dis-
tibuted commodities to needy ex-slaves, has the Southern‘ Negro haF]
iy refuge in the event that he is deprived of land, home, job or credit
[or having tried to vote. .

| “We are told that all colored people who vote are going to starve next
year,” Emanuel Fortune told a Congressional investigating committee
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in 1871.% “We have got to go to the merchants and have advan c
meat and corn.” Numerous other witnesses provided thirteen volu
of testimony to this same effect. This testimony could be duplicated tg
if there were an agency to receive it. |

Sect‘ion 5 of the Civil Rights Act of 1870 provided a penalty of
years imprisonment or a $5,000 fine for anyone who sought to “prey
any person guaranteed the right to vote under the Fifteenth Amendn
from voting by means of bribery, threats of depriving such person;
employment or by ejecting such persons from a rented house . . . o
threats of violence to such person or his family.” This section f
provided punishment for any one conspiring to interfere with the f
of franchise but it was nullified by the Supreme Court of the Unij
States in 1881.* |

When, near the turn of the century, the Populist movement g
as we have seen, encouragement to Negro voting, the proprietary
intensified economic sanctions along with other forms of intimidati
W‘hile this conspiracy was seldom expressed in writing, Democratie
ﬁcm_ls in Georgia did issue a circular in 1892 addressed “To the Det
cratic Farmers and Employers of Labor,” in which they warned of |
“danger” of a Populist victory, and said:

i -
This danger, however, can be overcome

: by the absolute contro i
yet exercise over Y | which

your property. It is absolutely necessary that you she
. . . . Sh‘
bring to bear the, power which your situation gives over tenants, lzborcrs |
croppers. . . . The success of the Populists . | '
of rents, wages of labor, regulation of hours of

of the year strikes. . . . The peace, prosperity, and happiness of your
and your friends depends on your prompt, vigorous and determined efforty
control those who are to such a large extent dependent upon you.” '

As everyone knows, the several millions of Negroes now held in ¢
bondage of sharecropping and tenant farming are still under “the absoll
control,” politically and economically, of the landlords and banl
monopolists who finance the operations of the landlords. Economic “"‘-
tins are also brought against those Negroes brave enough to run |
public office. When Larkin Marshall, for example, prominent Neg
publisher of Macop, Georgia, announced in 1948 for the United Stat
Sc-nate as a Progressive Party candidate, he was threatened on June Wi
with the foreclosure of the mortgage on his home. Two days latcf
fiery cross was burned before his home by the Ku Klux Klan,

20) Report of the
Insurrectionary States,
21) U.S. v. Arden, 6 F 819,

Joint Committee to Investigate the Condition of Affairs in the
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Ruacist Law

The political and moral climate necessary for the conspiracy’s goal of

jwlitical and economic control of the whole American people through
disfranchisement and oppression of the Negro minority is gained through
1 huge body of racist law passed by states which are themselves parties to
Ihe conspiracy. Members of the white population of these states, twenty
I number, are taught from earliest infancy by the example of the law
lielf that the Negro is so inferior that he cannot be allowed to associate
with his fellow citizens. To allow such association, so the laws often ex-
plicitly state, would assure contamination of the whites.

The white child swiftly learns that a Negro has no rights that a white

“nan is bound to respect. The white school child learns this in segregated

whools, which are from their intrinsic nature, schools for potential vio-
lence. He sees from his earliest years that Negro children are apparently
lit for only ramshackle, tumble-down, inferior schools, monstrously over-
tiowded, often without adequate sanitation facilities or protection from
the weather and obviously beneath comparison with the schools that
white children attend. He sees, further, that court decisions forbid Negroes
i live in decent surroundings, that such decisions segregate them into
lilapidated, over-crowded, run-down areas.

He is taught that Negroes are the special targets of the police, that they
we not considered as a matter of solemn law fit to travel with white
people, eat with them, gather with them, work with them. It is drilled
imto him that they are inherently inferior to white people, unfit to vote,
lizy, corrupt, and violent, with no aim other than to gratify their passions.
e is frequently told that it is his high mission in life to protect the
purity of white womanhood, the purity of the white Democratic primary,
the purity of white standards, from Negro pollution. His parents, his
ieachers, church, press, public officials and all the respectable and wealthy,
tlaily precepts and penalties, all combine to enforce upon him the criteria
and necessity of white supremacy. Thus when he reaches maturity he is
thoroughly conditioned to play his part in the violence and oppression
that this conspiracy finds so profitable.

The similarity between Hitler’s Nuremberg Laws against the Jews
and white supremacist laws in the United States against the Negroes has
often been remarked upon. In both countries there was, and there still
14 in the United States, an obscurantist obsession with what both Nazi
and American racists have called “the purity of the blood stream.” The
criminal penalties in Nazi Germany, and in the United States were and
will are, particularly severe for any “mingling of the bloot streams”
through marriage or other cohabitation. Under both regimes, the pro-
scribed minority is forced to live apart from its fellow nationals. Both
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countries, Nazi Germany and the United States, have penalized th
citizens on the basis of race, not only denying them protection of
police and courts but using police and courts for assaults against thel

The Nazis acted, as their statutes said, “for the protection of
blood” just as the state of Virginia, among others, does in providiy
prison sentences for those who provide the state registrar with incorrell
information as to their ethnic origin. The Nazis banned from citizenshiji.
all except those “of German or kindred blood” (Artverwandten Blutek
just as do many Southern states, although not with the brazen franknes
of the Hitlerites. The Nazis were occasionally frank in acknowledging
their indebtedness to the United States for having provided them with &
model for their own racist legislation. One of their leading professors ul
jurisprudence, Dr. Heinrich Krieger, devoted a volume—Das Rassenre h
in den Vercinigten Staaten (Berlin, 1936)—to an admiring examinatioll
of the American theory and practice of racism.

“The most prolific governmental sources of such (racist) enactmenty
are the cities,” writes Dr. Herbert Aptheker in the July, 151 issue of
Masses & Mainstream. “Every local community south of the Masoll
Dixon line, and very many north of it, abound in racist ordinances. Many
such bodies of law, usually in mimeographed form, are deposited only
in local city halls and collation of them has never been undertaken, bl
some indication of their nature may be gotten from a few available
examples, '

“Section 597 of the Ordinances of the City of Birmingham, Alabamiiy
reads: ‘It shall be unlawful for a negro* and white person to play together
or in company with each other in any game of cards or dice, dominogs
or checkers.” Those convicted of such horrendous conduct are subject 10
six months’ imprisonment or a $100 fine. =

“The Adtlanta, Georgia, code provides that ‘No colored barber shall

serve as a barber for white women or girls; and that “The officer in charge
(of a cemetery) shall not bury, or allow to be buried, any colored persofi
upon ground set apart or used for the burial of white persons.” This luil
is exceeded in chauvinist lunacy by the private regulation in force in the

capital of the United States, ‘where a dog cemetery has erected a coloy
bar against the burial of dogs belonging to colored people.’ |

"It may be addgd that hundreds of villages and cities in the United
States, particularly in the South and West, bar Negroes (and/or Mexican l
Americans and others) from remaining within their limits over-night, '
or, in many cases, from entering those limits.”

Twenty American states have adopted laws compelling segregatiof T
The Constitution adopted in 18go, and the laws of Mississippi, are illuy

* Racist legislation, almost always, uses the lower-case form in writing the word Negio
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frative of racist law in the 20 Southern states. Althotigh IArticl;c 3h9f
Mississippi’s Bill of Rights provides tha.t.all persors _rc?sui‘ent in lt és
Wate, citizens of the United States” are citizens of MISSISSIPEI, Article 8,
liducation Section 207, immediately proceeds to segregate citizens on the
husis of race. It provides “Separate schools shall be maintained for
(hildren of the white and colored races.” . o ;

Segregation is even provided in jail: Arlnclc 10,“the Pemtt?nuary an
Prisons, Section 225, stipulates that the legislature “may prow.de for . d
the separation of the white and black convicts, as far as practicable, an
lor religious worship of the convicts.” . N

Marriage between the races is forbidden: A‘rtlcle 14, Ger}eral Provisions,
Section 263, states “The marriage of a :whue person with f. Negrlo r(Jir
mulatto, or person who shall have one-eighth or more of Negro blood,
shall be unlawful and void.” ‘ . .

Ilven “advocacy” of social equality or i?_ztermafl*rzage i penalized, 2
(lear infringement on the Federal Constitution’s Bill of R{:ghts: Chapter
10, Section 1103 of the Mississippi Code of_Ig;.;o reads,' }'&ny persons,
lirm or corporation who shall be guilty of printing, publishing, or cn';u—
liting printed, typewritten or written ‘matter urging or presenting for
public acceptance, or general information, arguments or suggestions in
lavor of social equality, or intermarriage,l between whites and (I;Tegr;es,
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and sub]cct‘to a lﬁnc not excee mf ﬁve
hundred dollars or imprisonment not exceeding six months or both fine
und imprisonment in the discretion of the court” ' -

It imposes segregation on the railroads: Chapter 20, SCCU'OH 1115, of the
Mississippi Code of 1930 states: “If any person or corporation operating a
tailroad shall fail to provide two or more passenger cars for c?ch passenger
rain, or to divide the races, as provided by law, or if any railroad passen-
yer conductor shall fail to assign each passenger to the car or compartment
of the car used for the race to which the passenger belongs, he or it shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction shall E::c fined not less than
twenty dollars nor more than five hgndred dollars: 5

Reviewing American racist law, Milton R. Konvitz, lawy_er and Asso-
ciate Professor at the School of Industrial and Labor Relations, Cornell
University, writes:

“Legislation similar to that of Mississippi is in force ml\.hrgmf:, kNI(IJ;';?
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, A!abam_a\, Florlda,l Louisiana, fr ansas,
Oklahoma and Texas, Similar but less stringent legislation ISI\IAF orce ig
Delaware, Maryland, West Virginia, .Kentuck.y, 'I.'ennessec.aI:!d lss:l);rii z
Delaware, West Virginia and Missouri separation in trivel 1sd'0t rt:;:l\I eb:ask 3
statute, Eight northern states (Cahf.om_la, Colorz}do, Idaho, In 1ana,t Crmil.
Nevada, Oregon and Utah) forbid intermarriage, and somcdsta es p o
separate schools. Tn the majority of northern states caste based on race
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color is not required and is in many states expressly forbidden by law. Ney
theless, even in these states public opinion and custom often enforce (
crimination.
“In twenty states segregation of pupils is mandatory or expressly permitt
[n three states the statutes require separate schools even for deaf, dumb a
blind. Sixteen states require segregation in juvenile delinquent and refol
schools; and in nine states separate trade and agricultural schools are requin
Three states require separate school libraries. Florida stipulates that textbog

tory in twelve states. Separate teacher-training schools are required in fourt
states. In several states Negro pupils may be taught only by a Negro teacl
and white pupils only by a white teacher; one of the states provides that ol
white persons born in the United States, whose parents could speak Engl
and who themselves have spoken English since childhood, may teach whi
pupils.

“In fourteen states the law requires separate railroad facilities. Three st
stipulate that separate sleeping compartments and bedding are to be used
Negro train passengers. Separate waiting rooms are required in eight sta
Separation in buses is required in eleven states; ten states have the sai
requirement affecting street car transportation. Three states provide |
separation on steamboats.

“Two states require separation of the races at circuses and tent shou
Three states require separation in parks, playgrounds and on beaches. Thi
states require separation in billiard and pool rooms. Arkansas requires sepals
tion at race tracks. In Tennessee and Virginia separation at theaters
public halls is required.

“There are laws which require separation of the races in Aospizals. In eleve
states even mental defectives must be separated by race. In Alabama a whi
female nurse may not take care of a Negro male patient.

“Separation is required by eleven states in penal and correctional institution:
Separate bathing facilities in such institutions are required by laws in Al
bama and Tennessee. Separate tables in such institutions are required by
statute of Arkansas and separate beds by statutes in two states.

“There are laws which require separation of the races in a multitude
elations—too many to be mentioned here. Several examples will make
.he scope of the Jim Crowism imposed by law: Oklahoma requires separ
telephone booths for Negroes; a Texas statute prohibits whites and Negro
from engaging together in boxing matches; Arkansas requires a separation
the races in voting places; in Georgia a Negro minister may marry only Negill
couples; in South Carolina Negroes and whites may not work together in th
same room in cotton textile factories, nor may they use the same doors of
entrance and exit at the same time.

“If a state does net have an act calling for segregation with respect to &
specific matter, it is not to be assumed that with respect to that matter th
is no segregation. Many of the southern and border states do not have law
requiring segregation in theaters and other places of public amusement;

the races do not mingle there, and the Negro cannot compel admission becaus
the states have no civil rights.”#

22) “An Appeal to the World.” Prepared for the National Association for the Adv:
ment of Colored People, New York, 1947, pp. 44-45.
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Professor Konvitz places the responsibility and guilt for th%s prlight of.
e Negro people squarcly upon the Government of the United States:

“Congress has refused to pass laws to declare the poll taxd}ilegaién :c;i ;?!alis;
lynching more effectively subject to federal law; to rr:.'g\éy:f_i 15:1'1::11 i
[irivate employment in interstate commerce a crime; to (e: ne aE gfaﬂcd e
\ivil rights in the District of Columbia. The Supreme Court 1-ast =i
declare Jim Crowism in intrastate commerce unconsutu.i-tmna 3 [‘o (L e
wpregation in schools as a denial of due process or equa ;;ro;ec ignm the
laws; to outlaw the restrictive covenant in the sale or reﬁlta of p tpd ¥1, o
declare the poll tax an unconstitutional tax on a federa yhguaran eeof : ngdi-
ur privilege. The Supreme Court has placed the Negro at the mengil o
vidual states; they alone have the power to define and gua(rjan}tlee ci R Ign u;
I'he Negro is a citizen of the ]EJIllltEd States, yet the threa thg.t ?Es o X
the federal government, when it is a question of protecting his life, y

i i i to admit its im-
ar property, is so thin that the government is compelled
3328

ll()l'(’.l'lCC.

The Federal Government, we maintain, should be compelled to .admlt
yuilt which is an historic fact evident to all the wor}d. Impotence in the
protection of nationals on the part of a government 1 rnc.rely a synogym
for guilt. We shall later detail the specific role of the Um.tcd States ov;
¢rnment in this conspiracy. At the moment we emph.asme the part.o
\eactionary finance and the various states in this conspiracy. As ai] dm:c}t1
result of Jim Crow discriminatory state laws, monopoly profits t roug
low property assessments and low taxes for schoois, roads, plflygf{)unb S,
parks and health services. It profits not only in tbc South directly, but
over all the nation indirectly, from a segregation enforced by law
and designed to divide trade union and political movements and thus
puarantee low wages and high profits. ‘ "

This body of racist law, a conspiracy whlc_h embraces the monopo 1;ts
who profit from it, the states and their officials 'who cnforc‘? it, and the
J'ederal Government which permits it, means literally rf}llhons on ml}—
lions of dollars annually to the Morgan interests controlling the South’s
steel and power industries, the Rockefeller oil interests, the dq P.onts
‘hemical industries, the cotton and packing industries, and th.exr inter-
locking banks which control Southern agriculture. (For a detailed su(;n‘
mary of Monopoly Control in the South, see Apgendlx Docutn;.lcnt h)
The representatives of these and other Wall Street interests are the po ti
cal and economic overlords of the South. They dominate leglsl‘aturcs
governors and party conventions, and often cqunties, towns and vxllagest
They exert control through racist law and violence as well as throug
virtual direct control, in many areas, of police and courts.

23) Ibid., pp. 45-46.
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Issuance of State Charters for Genocide

State responsibility for and participation in this conspiracy to commi
genocide is even more clear in the willful chartering of vigilante orgal
izations, which exist for terroristic anti-Negro purposes. These organiz
tions are encouraged by the various states which grant them ta
exemptions as “non-profit, eleemosynary, benevolent, fraternal, and ed
cational” corporations. Such charters, issued by the Secretary of Stal
of the various states upon application and payment of a nominal fee ¢
approximately ten dollars, carry with them all the privileges and im
munities of corporate sanction. This not only includes the vital benefit ¢
tax-exemption, but makes the officers and members of the terroristic orgal
izations immune to suits for damages. These charters, morecover, co
monly confer upon the corporation the right to establish “subordinal
lodges” throughout the United States and its territories. In addition, th
Bureau of Internal Revenue, of the United States Treasury Department
generally accepts the states’ classification of such corporate terrorism &
non-profit enterprise, and exempts these groups from payment of Federd
corporate taxes. Thus we have a complete demonstration of the complicit}
of the Government of the United States in fostering private terroristi
agents of genocide.

While the number of genocidal bands enjoying the corporate sanctiof
and legal authorization of Federal and state governments is legion, the
following list will serve to indicate some of the most notorious:

1. Original Southern Klans, Inc. (Georgia)
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I'voical of the dangerous and murderous venom carri.ed on by such
.:iﬁf)r::: 1orgatnizaticn:x%ﬁis that detailed by Fhe confidential reporlt; sub-
ited to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation and thF Federal Bureau
Jl Investigation by special agent Stetson Kennedy. His rep-ortsK cor;g_;r;
yactice pogroms’ against Negroes by the Atlanta, Georgia, hu

Klan. ‘

~ Mr. Kennedy writes that these reports, which have been buried by the
\licial agencies, reveal the following:

-

! 2, has brought virtually every
That the Ku Kiux Klan of Atlanta, Georgia, ' /
ulla drivir iri3 the city into the Klan, with a view to ‘usmg.t;:;n;r zall))s:;girr:::::
| i i i - dio phones, in antt-INe ’
ol which are equipped with two-way racio g o
i d in Atlanta Klavern No. 1, 19072
As carly as January, 1946, it was reported 1 it ) AR
itchall Street, that almost all cab drivers in the city -
:I‘{:!‘lii‘lﬂlai' to which Grand Dragon Samuel Green suggested that-gm h(:lld 0::5
e "xignf:d or fired because the day may soon come when we 1-_‘:1m Klllce dfi\ir er};
b in Atlanta to do some quick work.” He was assured that the Klan
“ready when called.” A
w‘wf l)}?ar;:atgat today the KKK maintains a closed sh.c);‘»3 among Atlanta’s
\uly drivers—that it is necessary to join the Klan to get a job. s b
». That practice mobilizations have been 'conducted from time to u:nnes’sa 4
!in;ﬁng on March 7, 1946, when Grand '{ttanSG. ’1".i ]?I;{rg;vc? :?n;{l :;vcm 2§7
‘ ta Klavern 213 to Exalted Cyclops Samuel :
:;il:\gét‘l‘?llafaith{-ul brothers arise and come tﬁ thie Ia:d oftaic:u};uggsicg ulsnt
it A ickly as you possibly can get herel 1mpor
:::I‘-‘lcﬁlzﬂ:g 2: 2::2!”yTha¥ mcI:nbcrs ‘were and customarily are encouraged to

: 3 i d brassknuckles while engaged in “Klan
2. Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Florida, Inc. '1'“’_"3’ \P1§f°15= blackjacks, knives an
2 Fec?crated Klans of Alabama, Inc. "mn,?:l'at at the same time Cyclops Roper in a conversation with Klans;?lag
4. Knights of the Kavaliers, Inc. (Virginia) m_:’" Culpepper of Klavern 297, who was in charge of ma;témc rggnzd -
5. United Sons of Dixie, Inc. (Tennessee) lederal Government warehouse, asked why lﬁ coﬁ}fn::r(:;ﬂ wofl d rﬁp Cul-
6. American Shores Patrol, Inc. (Virginia) the Klan to steal the weapons. e Sufgcsmd . a;rder to make it appear that
7. American Keystone Society, Inc. (Pennsylvania) pepper “gently on the head an.d HE i W Cul ¢ replied, “Any-
isti i . : {ulpepper had been robbed without his consent. Lu pepper fP * A
% The Chnsuzjln American, Inc. (Texas) ||' in’yi;Eat the government can’t prove can’t hurt me. ('I.'his in orfmgt%on i
5 Thy Daer Bloders, T, (Gergis) u"h }jed to the United States Department of Justice b1_1t 1nstea§ chJ Wm:::%ouse
0. Fight for Free Enterprise, Inc. (Texas) .h;.:fged or prosecuted, Culpepper was promoted t(:QL éAss_xst_z;:\r; E(_130 rt1 ), a
11. Free White Americans, Inc. (Tennessee) Division, Southern Regional Office, War Assets Admint .
12

. s hereby ke
. Mason-Dixon Society, Inc. (Kentucky) 4 That a code for telephonic mobilization has been adopted, whereby key

: i ignations.
13. We, the People, Inc. (Georgia) mobilization poipts in ‘the city C;f Adﬁ?ﬁ‘: gﬁii?e:i!:ygli:egczga;&f e:;g“éhina-
14. Vigilantes, Ihe. (Georgia) ] For czamp!{:, I;:V': f];‘l?és Olél ];,uikfcad is referred to as “Black Rock.” Clif
15. Veterans and Patriots Federation of Labor, Inc. (Tennessee) 'J;T:;‘r xhigct“?{favalicr Military Departrqcnt” is rcfr;rred toh“lmlﬂ ) by ﬁ}‘é:
16. Order of American Patriots, Inc. (Texas) Klan code name “Clearwater” in telt’:,phomc convl::rsat}g:;,tig t;‘;‘-msgvgs by
15. Southern Committee to Uphold the Constitution, Inc. (Texas) I s dcsignatcﬁ as ;he “g—lollca Ii::ethe wall.” Klan members 1
18, The Patrick Henrys, Inc. (Georgia number rather than DY : . es O
19. Southern States Irfdustrial (Coungclii,) Inc. (Tennessee) 5. That gubernatorial candiglatctE“gI’zrl‘ch:h%ﬁcgci;;ﬁdfnil;nrfgtrir?écggains
20. National Small Businessmen’s Association, Inc. (Michigan) Klan support, promised to give the B4
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Negroes before calling out the militia, and that his son, the incumbent

ernor, Herman Talmadge, promised the Klan he would keep all
. father’s promises to it
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e conspiracy of monopoly with the state and Fede.ral goverr.n:l:nt; etg
Wllict genocidal violence against the Neg.ro people. It is abconsplr effccd
wichronized and well meshed on all of its several levels but not p li
W, It became less perfect after World War 11 -whcn the Negro g‘eQP
demonstrated a renewed, vital determination to improve their conditions
: ir infamous oppression. .

L.":utirs vaatt?etlll;at in 1946 zf Eczlisalgreemf:nt arose as to the most pracu.cal
Method of maintaining the oppression of the I\_Icgro people. Oxflf:1 v?}ll;gt
ul the conspiracy, whose titular headlwas Presa-dent Tfumsim,h € }i -
wpnizance should be taken of th(.a widespread international s (ECAmer-
“lsmay that was increasingly greeting the Amenca\_n treatrlilcnltdobe i 3
wuns on the basis of race. It was felt that some o_belsance shou . .
I international opinion, since American professmns: of the sacre ntcilssthc
the individual, the right of free voting, Fhe equality of races, an o
wlvantages of the two-party system, were impeached Ey the (()im::f;ef i
Ainerican oppression of other Americans. Defense of the sacrcan =
individual sounded hollow in the face of wholesale murder o ‘ mc;r "
Individuals on the basis of race. Mass violence to prevent Anécncar;)s :r[-
voting at home because of their race somehow impeached State incpthe
ment propaganda for free elections labroad.‘ Arguments cont;ernthg e
Virtues of the two party system were jeopardized by the fact that lc "
main American parties had identical programs and .becatslse only o
jurty was allowed in an important section qf the Umte;l ?tcs. e

Thus one part of the conspiracy wanted to have the ref 0[1‘}:11 .;) “
neuver which would permit it to oppress the Negro peop f} 'év 1t e ;:v >
lessing that genocide against the Negro Eeop]c mlthe Um}l):e ta::::es iy
yradually decreasing. It wished to prc‘lclalr.n that its memt cltrs wb t surgc
nizant of the problem and were solving it through the “slow bu

y f democracy.” .
mfll'?l(;d;tl?cr wing, theytriumphant wing known as the Du-:}iecc{:atsE wan;::
tu persistyin the older, straightforward anf:l unabashed methods o 0[2[) =
sion. It feared any appearance of concession as dangcrgus. Wc'mus n d,
its members said, even appear to dilute the old .fashlone(li, t;me—testeié
"American” principles of white supremacy. To indulge in er.nag.cslgm
toncessions, they said, even though we kngw‘they are demagogic, (11 t
' 1un the risk of Negroes and whites behew.ng what you preten 3 0
helieve. The national scene is basic. If they behe‘ve abroad in the equa 1t1y
ol races, the solution is not for us to adopt this_un-Amencan prflrif:tipuz
ol race equality but for them to adopt the wh}tt? supremacy © r'n
Americanism.” So ran the arguments of the Dn_necrats,.the victors i
this dispute between the temporary fe‘lctions of thls_corll)spxracy. —_—

The disagreement within the conspiracy over tactics began on s
ber 5, 1946 when the President appointed fifteen citizens to exami

practice to deputize such people as police officers when a posse or I
is called together to apprehend a fleeing Negro whom some Klansn
or other person, has decided to charge with “rape.” Thus many Neg
are “legally murdered” when shot by deputized members of such mg
for “resisting arrest.” Those deputized are almost uniformly freed of |
crime., 1
Bored and gullible people, desperate for something to do, impoverigl
both mentally and physically by the doctrines and practices of wil
supremacy, are susceptible to incitation to lynching, particularly when
act is endowed with civic virtue, with an aura of protecting all thaf
holy from all that is profane. Thus, in addition to the thousands murde
without benefit of record, 534 Negroes have been lynched by mobg
Mississippi between 1882 and 1950, 491 in Georgia, 352 in Texas,
in Louisiana, 209 in Alabama, 256 in Florida, 226 in Arkansas, and |
in Tennessee. Virtually no one has ever been punished for such a cril
because the courts and police collaborate with it. Such people as |
Kennedy has described have been incited to lynch some 3,436 knoy
Negroes between 1882 and 1950 and incited to kill thousands whe
deaths are unrecorded.? :
In a letter to Governor Battle of Virginia, asking clemency for tli
Martinsville Seven, the Southern Conference Educational Fund of N
Orleans stated: “There is a rape complex in the South which leads
every attempt by the Negro to better himself being somehow interprets
as an insult to Southern Womanhood.” Basing itself on United Stay
Census Figures, the Conference concluded that “The death penalty fuf
rape is a race penalty—an oppressive bludgeon used almost exclusivel
against the Negroes in the South.” It cited government figures show 1
(1) in the thirteen Southern states, during the period 1938-48, fiftes
whites were executed for rape as opposed to 187 Negroes. (2) In the sam

region for the same period, 219 whites were executed for murder whil
475 Negroes were extcuted.

The Dixiecrats

A conspiracy has the same kind of disagreements as to how to accon
plish the desired end as any other collective endeavor. This is true of

_—

24) Statistics from the department of Records and Research, Tuskegee Institute, Alabams

_—
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. Inevitably the major the
of the resulting report, published in October 1947 under the title
Secure These Rights, was the segregation, discrimination, disfranchi
ment and murder practiced against the Negro people. Although |
report was an apologia, seeking to minimize this historic, institutionaligg
crime against the Negro people, yet the crime was so monstrous,

overwhelming, so widespread, and, above all, so incontestably an in
putable fact, that much of the report was forced to deal with the
oppression of Americans on the score of race.

The report was undertaken with an eye to foreign opinion. Thig
revealed in a letter from Dean Acheson, then Acting Secretary of St

to the Fair Employment Practice Committee (since abolished) on
8, 1946, which read in part:

. . . the existence of discrimination against minority groups in this cou
has an adverse effect upon our relations with other countries. We are |
minded over and over by some foreign newspapers and spokesmen, that @
treatment of various minorities leaves much to be desired. While sometif
these pronouncements are exaggerated and unjustified, they all too frequent
point with accuracy to some form of discrimination because of race, crel
color or national origin. Frequently we find it next to impossible to form
late a satisfactory answer to our eritics in other countries; the gap betwel
the thing we stand for in principle and the facts of a particular situation
be too wide to be bridged. An atmosphere of suspicion and resentment i

country over the way a minority is being treated in the United States i
formidable obstacle to the development of mutual understanding and i
between the two countries. We will have better international relations wk
these reasons for suspicion and resentment have been removed. T

The “gap between the thing we stand for in principle and the facts ul
a particular situation” has widened immensely since Dean Acheson w ol
these words. The situation concerning the Negro people in the Unitel
States has consistently worsened since the death of President Roosevell
Even then it possessed the same basic elements it does today. One reasol
for the steady deterioration of the plight of the Negro people in th
United States was the victorious “fight” of the Dixiecrats against meah
ures, apparently proposed for demagogic purposes by their fellow-cay
spirators, providing for a federal law against lynching, abolition of th
poll tax, the end of segregation and discrimination, the creation of a Fed
eral fair employment practices committee, and the strengthening of tl
Department of Justice to enforce the nation’s laws in the South.

These measures were recommended by the President’s Committee of
Civil Rights in 1947—that the United States Government protect it citizens
from extra-legal hanging, that Americans be allowed to vote w

ithout pay:

25) To Secure These Rights, p. 146,
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Iy for the privilege, that all Americans be allowed to live together re-
yardless of race, and that all Americans be allowed to w::‘)rk regardless
il color. Four years later, not one of these recommendations has been
acted into law. )

N"I'l';ese recommendations provided planks for both the Republican and
Democratic parties seeking the very considerable northern Negro vote
in 1948. Although never fought for, never really supported a_nd never
pussed, the very mention of these proposals was enough to bring about
the formation of the Dixiecrats, dissident Tory Democrats of the South,
whose aim and accomplishment was to blackma%l President Truman out
of any idea he may or may not have had of vigorous support of these
measures. Thus one faction of the conspiracy brought pressure on the
other to retain the traditional methods of oppressing the Negro. N

The Dixiecrat movement is significant in that as late as 1948 a pol?ncal
party of naked racism, founded on the postulate that some Amcx:uans
were to enjoy rights and privileges denied other A.mcrlcans, ran candidates
lor the Presidency and Vice-Presidency of the Unlte:d_Statcs, and although
officially on the ballot in few states polled some million and. a half votes.
Its policy was blatant white supremacy. Its ideology contamv._:d the con-
stant threat of violence. It was organized around the reactionary core
of the Democratic Party in the South. Virtually all of its public docu-
ments, the addresses of its candidates and their proponents—many made
over the radio and all made publicly—incited to violence, directly or
indirectly, against the Negro people. -

The Dixiecrat movement is significant in that its campaign documcn.ts
[requently denied the very humanity of the Negro peop%c‘am_:] often s:'nd
that violence would result if they were permitted the civil rights which
the Constitution guarantees them.

Here the conspiracy, or a segment of it, agaihst the Ncgro people came
blatantly into the open, There was no attempt at denial. Th_erc was only
justifications It is important because the state Democratic pz{mes'of
Alabama, Mississippi and South Carolina, organizations almost identical
as to personnel with the governments in these three states, openly con-
certed to deny the Negro people their rights. The action of th?.sc states,
through their Democratic parties, had the result of sgbotagmg on a
national scale the development of even mere maneuvers in the direction
of Negro rights. .

The Dixiecrats, formally calling themselves States’ Rights Democrats,
held a political convention in Houston, Texas, on August 11, 1948: They
nominated J. Strom Thurmond, then Governor of South Carolina, as
their candidate for President. Fielding L. Wright, the Govemorl of
Mississippi who insisted on the legal murder of Willi-e McGee for a crime
he never committed, w2 nominated for Vice-President of the United

163
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?tates. From t‘hc first the Dixiecrat campaign maintained that propm‘
or race-equality were un-American plots of the Kremlin. §

The tenor of the Dixiecrat campaign may be learned from this exce
from a basic campaign document: %
1
- Igige start out with the self-evident proposition that the whites and blaght
erent, we will not experience any difficulty in reaching the concluglin

: cannot be treated equally, if

interests of both are to be served. Gold and silver, both prgciou};’ mcglli b‘

no:tUIf:‘gual}.1 They :fare unequal in almost every way 9

e theory of equality is a communistic ry. T
, ] ‘ theory. It reduces all to a d

f}r}x:}l}.. Fr}c}nm a racial stan‘dpmnt,' the practical effect of the general acceptaﬁ
1s theory, when carried to its logical conclusion, is the mergin f all the

peoples and races of the world into one rage'e i

Another typical quotation threatened violence:

improvident acts of incompetent and corrupt administration. . . *" (Ttalics ours,)

And this quotation demonstrates their views concerning the Negro'y
competence, in relation to the poll tax:

“T_he negro is a native
plentiful i
The negro has ne

ver been under the necessit i i
‘ : y of producing anythin
vclu:}tary cooperation. The essentials of society in the jungle ay s
not z'ncll'ide production, transportation and marketi
Z?ln;t}tunm; I;as bt;]eln fashioned to exclude any idea of voluntary cooperatini
1S part. For this reason the negro, and i

- his . ; \ some whites who are lackin

this virtue, will never voluntarily pay any tax, . . . The poll tax screensglli:

UnWlHIHg, HOD.-SUPPOIteIS (}f the overnment f]DI]] th VUI n aly upporte;
g unt S Pp (]

ﬁh
re few and o
ng of goods. His raciul

As to segregation, the handbook says:

to segregate in a sense is the same as the right to assemble, Tl

right to assemble peacefully is guaranteed by the Constitution. The right (o

segregate is a natural right and when it |
yate en 1t 1s abrogated we are
America is the land of segregationists. Americans + e gt O

26) Stares’ Rights Information and Speal
R_ig.htsl Democrats Campaign  Committee el
sissippi, p. 51, !
27) Ihid,, p. 52,
28) 1bid., pp. 52, 53.
29) 1bid., p. s54.

published by National States’

Headquarters, Heidelberg Hotel, Jackson, Mis

|

|
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ind the like and to force the negro to ride in a Jim Crow car,

“The charge of injustice will not bear close examination. White people
luve a right to engage in business and deal with white people only. Negroes
huve a right to engage in business and to deal with negroes only. There is
Ii0 obligation on a white man to spend his money providing public accom-
modations for negroes. There is no obligation on negroes to spend their
money providing public accommodations for white people.”™

Governor Frank M. Dixon of Alabama, speaking in favor of Thur-

And further:

“But, it may be said, that it is unjust to refuse the negro public accom-
modations such as hotels, cafes, taxicabs, theaters, barber shops, beauty parlors
mond and Wright, said in a keynote address of the States’ Rights Demo-

iratic Conference at Birmingham, Alabama, July 17, 1948:

“This vicious program means to eliminate all differences, all separation
hetween black and white. It so declares itself, in words. It means to create a
yreat melting pot of the South, which white and Negroes intermingled so-
vially, politically, economically. It means to reduce us to the status of a
mongrel, inferior race, mixed in blood, our Anglo-Saxon heritage a mockery;
to crush with imprisonment our leadership, and thereby kill our hopes, our
ispirations, our future and the future of our children.”*

Governor Thurmond, candidate for President of the United States,
declared that employment without discrimination as to race as envi-
soned in the proposal for a fair employment practices commission
"was patterned after a Russian law written by Joseph Stalin about 1930,
ieferred to in Russia as Stalin’s ‘All-Races Law. . . . The FEPC is
admirably suited to the Russian form of government. . . . It will not
work in free America or in any free country where the dignity and
worth of the individual is respected.” He described the proposed anti-
lynching law as tyranny and asked, “What could be more un-American?”
He particularly decried proposals to end jim crow in the American
armed forces. He said there were people “willing to break down the
separation of the races in the armed forces, even at the sacrifice of the
morale of the soldiers and the safety of the country itself, against the
advice of the military leaders charged with the defense of the nation.
Our boys in the service should not be subjected to an unnecessary
hazard, The Ameri€an people do not want their sons placed in such a
posiion when the military leaders say it is unsafe, simply to allow
politicians of this country to appeal to bloc vates.”®

While the Dixiecrat movement did not elect its candidates—it never
seriously intended to—it was completely successful. It succeeded in its
purpose which was to return President Truman, the Democratic Party,

30) lbid., p. 55.
31) Ib!d., PP: 43, 44.
32) lbid., pp. 14, 15.
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and other of its fellow conspirators, to the traditional method of opp
ing the Negro people. It was a mock battle, a division of responsibil
within the conspiracy. The Dixiecrat’s function was to cushion the ¢
spiracy’s failure to proceed along the lines the President’s Commitl
suggested. It built up seeming pressure against Congress, the Suprer
Court, the President, and all three made use of it. The Supreme Coul
continued in the main as it had for a half century, finding reasons wl
the supreme law of the land, the Constitution of the United Stat
should not be obeyed. Congress failed definitely to pass any of
proposals providing for civil rights for Negroes. And the Presidel
despite his great power and great obligations under the Constitutia
did nothing.

The President’s lack of sincerity is revealed in an interview he ga
Arthur Krock, printed in the New York Times of February 1s, 1946
The interview concerned the President’s views about the proposed Fi
Employment Practice Commission (which was later gutted in the Houl
of Representatives and filibustered to death in the Senate). The que
tions below are by Krock and the answers by Truman. ‘

“Q. You favor-the Fair Employment Practice Commission legislation. , |
You know intimately zhe condition of the Negro race and the limitations ()
its capacity to fill certain kinds of employment. Many believe that educatial
will be required before an F.E.P.C. could operate even on a voluntary basii
Why then is it desirable in mandatory form, requiring that the burden ul
proof be on the employer?

A. The President would not support or continue to support any legislation
which deprived a citizen of the right to run his own business, for which thul
) citizen was responsible, as he thought best. The President does not agree t
the Administration’s F.E.P.C. legislation would have any such result. If

thought so, he would not be for it, and under him it will not be so admin
istered.” (Italics ours.)

was further proven by the swift restoration of good relationships after
the 1948 election. There was no ill feeling. The Alsop brothers, in &
column in the New York Herald Tribune on January 12, 1951, noted
that Truman had reconciled the Dixiecrats, if such reconciliation w
indeed neceded, with “a gentle, emollient shower of collectorships, judges
ships and the like that has caused the memory of past hard feelings
grow dim.” "

Victor Perlo, in writing of the Krock interview with Truman on the
FEPC, comments:

o

“The President accepts without question the imperialist, chauvinist theories’ '
of the ‘racial inferiority’ of the Negro people. He makes clear that he will da

nothing to interfere with monopoly capital acting in accord with these theories
and deriving the superprofits it does therefrom. He exposes his true purpose,

which i c in unbridled demagogy for '
|;Ir”p ::) ?e;;l:nag:g people in other countries aware of the shame of Jim Crow

Iii the United States.
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the purpose of deceiving the

383

Sepregation continues unabated under Truman:

i i egroes in the Army
“I'he ‘normal’ pattern of segregation and oppression of Neg

; : 5
4l in the civilian government continucs with full force under President

Yyuman., The

lifted a finger to
federal government, under Truman, has not
Wop the rising €:wawf: gf police brutality against the Negro people, of legal

lynching of Negroes North and South”™

The Guilt of the Government of the United States

(entral in the the conspiracy to commit genocide agamst.thg gIcgro
wople of the United States is the Go_vcrnment _of thctlIlJmtc ti:zte;
‘li i« almost self-evident, as we have said, that without the nega i
jositive sanction of the Federal Government, tl}c persistent, c;:ons uhi
widespread, institutionalized comt'nission (?f _thc c_:nmcdof glcn;i:cliaiswg‘om
i impossible. We maintain that in permitting it, Federal o - ,rt -
ihe President of the United States to members of the Suprcxlne u e
{longress, from the highest law enforcement 'ofﬁ.ccrs to the I3\»{@53 \gtates
their solemn oaths of office under the Constitution of thtf:t n:}tlc Amendi
that taproot of American law whose .Four‘tcenth and Fi ccx; pene
ments would make genocide impossible if cnforce:d. .Wc al\;c 'EJ' o.t .
hat this violation of cath of office and of the Constitution of t cChm e
Wiates results in violation of the Genocide Convention and of the Charter

- United Nations. ' . .
! \t’\lft have maintained, too, that monopoly capital is the p.r;‘mc réxol;fer 1§
(l1is conspiracy to commit genocide because of t}.u:: four 1511 ion O':Z x
Jerives annually from it, and because of the political and economi o
irol it maintains through it. We have alleged that the Goycxl'nnr}%? o
(e United States is the creature of this monopoly capital. 15t ;;;
Jefinitively proved by the fact that. almost every -key ggvv.:nn;;ntupcszir o
ihe fabulously lucrative mobilization for war is held by Wa =
jepresentatives. The holders of these posts control the eco:t}or;ncU -
(he United States through controlling the Government of the n; «
States and they usesboth for their own profit. There was a t;mz' \:Cﬂ

Wall Street governed by pressure and influence. It now go.velins ir y:
Wall Street and the United States Government are identical as to pe;1
wnnel as far as the Government's most powerful offices aft;: colimcr:::(:h.
I'his is proved by the following list, prepared by the Labor Rese

Association, of Wall Street officers in key government positions:
13) American Imperialism, p. 93.
14) 1bid., pp. 91. 92-
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Director of the Office of Defense Mobilization: Caarvgs E. WiLson, for
president of General Electric Co. and director of Guaranty Trust Coy
Morgan bank. Wilson has retired from GE on a pension of $62,000 a
He has powers greater than any official except the President in time of pead
and some conservative commentators claim his powers are even greater.

Secretary of the Navy: Francis P. MatTuews, chairman of board of Sec
ties Acceptance Corp., Omaha; former director Northwestern Bell Telepht
Co.; director Central National Insurance Co. of Omaha.

Secretary of Defense: GeneraL Georce C. MarsHALL, director of Pan-Am
ican World Airways, a Morgan company, since replaced by:

Under-Secretary of Defense: Rosert A. LoverT, partner in Brown Broth
Harriman & Co., leading New York investment house; director Union Pa¢
and other railroads, and New York Life Insurance Co.

Secretary of the Air Force: Trnomas K. FINLETTER, partner in Coudert Bit
a law firm which has represented Franco Spain in the U.S.; director Ameril
Machine & Metals, Inc.; long advocate of a huge expansion in military 4
naval aircraft construction,

Co-ordinator of Economic Mobilization (preceding Wilson): W. StuA
SymingToN, later chairman of National Security Resources Board, now ch o
man Reconstruction Finance Corporation which finances private plant expl : jant Morgan utility holding company. = ;
sion. Symington had previously been president of ColonialpRadio IC)lorp., pre l'fj.'tgi;llzar?rl’isgh'ator, Dc’g)'fme Solid Fuels Adm.: Craries W. CONNOR, formerl
dent of Rustless Iron & Steel Co., and president and chairman of Emers n charge of coal mine operations of Armco Steel Corp. ¢
Electric Mfg. Co. i ic Stabilization Agency: Enic A. JOHNSTON, S0t

g Administrator of Economic . digest Seattle Firs

Secretary of Commerce: CHARLEs SAwYER, corporation lawyer of Cincin urly president, Chamber of Commerce of the U.S.; direc Ora St ¢
formerly of the law firm representing Procter & Gamble Co.; director | National Bank, United Air Lines a.nd Bank of America, 3nh pF kesow
American Thermos Bottle Co., Union Central Life Insurance Co., and Ul Motion Picture Association of America. In the latter position he was
Crosley Co.

. czar of the film industry. . o . :
Chairman Defense Production Administration: WiLLiam Henry Harrisop i ;Lﬁ?“m,-, Transportation, Public Utilities, F uel and Services g::;f;os;’l Og(
Ee;mf:r ]presg:]cnf,olnterr;atilonal hT_n:lephomE [&}cl T;lc{:!grafl)hT(forg., a M;r Ricrarp L. B?‘%DITEH’fdgec:or Eggoﬁi&xaﬁi 51:-1(’1 fg;iliclz i p
monopoly. Harrison was also chairman of the Federal Telephone & Radi lirst National Bank of Boston A
Corp. and of International Standard Electric Corp., I.T.&T. subsidiaries. llr(‘};,m',-man, Munitions Board: JoHN D SMarr, pff-“defﬁt:B M“&‘SSE‘TI:;E
Special Assistant to C. E. Wilson in Office of Defense Mobilization: Sipn qygtcms chairman of the mercantile sectwriP(;f the th}:‘ gg:'P oar
J. WrinBERG, senior partner in Goldman, Sachs & Co., one of Wall Street ‘ rls vice-president, Emerson Radio & Phonograp o ;
leading firms; director of General Electric Co., B. F. Goodrich Co., Genery lm[r;,-f.e_yChg;’mEm of Munitions Board: Wiu;_AM 'IY' VQNBETEE};’f V"l[?fa;E?ﬂde]
Foods Corp., Continental Can Co., General Cigar Co., McKesson & Robbi yun & Bradstreet, Inc., former chairman, New 1ork Boar e i
Sears Roebuck & Co., National Dairy Products Corp., and other corporati l ui?icc,Chairman. Mun;'tz'om Board: CorneLius W. MIpDLETON, dlmflwrl’ir?l;
Weinberg has been one of the chief Wall Streeters engaged in recruiting cock and Wilcox Co., one of the largest metal manufacturers closely
businessmen to take government posts; many are from corporations of which

A ng ng publi | Electric.

gned finish h y US. Steel, Re ublic Steel and Genera E - .
" tistens 1o G. B, Wi “:i “ofi isi)i e xecsiting.) ' ' Vice-Chairman, Munitions Board: Roscot Sevsorp, former vice presxde
ssistant to C. E. Wilson in Oﬁice of Defense Mobilization: GENERA

‘ Westinghouse Electric Supply Co. _ -
Luctus D. Cray, chairman of Continental Can Co., director Lehman Corp 'f;e;lfty Chief of U.S. Delegation to United Nations: IOH?“ F{OSTE[RCQE?;:
s ¥l e 1 A €Ll o Jirector, International Nickel Co. of Canada, American Agricultura
company with large holdings in African mines as well as in Phelps-Dodg )

Corp nd Kennecétr C Co C O Wilcox Co American Bank Note Co., trustee of Bank
) PP gn d on Marcl Co., Bab ck & Wilcox Corp., erican :
= the ¢ freed Gan Cf b 5 ( lay fesignEC 0 arch 30 to el N[;w {;o:k and Fifth Ave. Bank, partner n Sullivan & Cmmwcll, Wall St
to the Continental Can Co., but he will still act as a “consultant-")

i ler and other leading financial ir
‘ ' ' ; law firm representing Morgan, ‘Rockcfel. leadin
Adviser on Public Relations in Office of Defense Mobilization: W. Howau ':‘: ;;:lociaged with banking circles which hacked Hlt]f:li. in Gcfrmsiﬁ}:v;
Cuask, director of public relations of General Foods Corp. - f Sonry Schroder Banking Corn. and 1. G. Farben, clients o
Assistant to Director for Materials, ODM: Frep Sears, Jr., presid : )

G ell. ) o . ‘
Newmont Mining Co. (Although Searls resigned recently, his influence exerted r;?:: el -4 Assistant and White House Coordinator on Boreipn Po

1 .; for
W. AvererL HarriMan, partner of Brovgn Bros., Harriman & Con:) tf::
vice-president, Union Pacific Railroad, director at ome time or a
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' f certifying tax amortiza-
i General Foods Corp. Handles the job of cert ' :
:!'::ullsdlffr“:or;pofate expansion, huge governmental donations to private com
wll;‘i::c"ctor Chemical Division, NPA: JosN S. BaTEs, I;Ircsificz?téaiigas. Pharma-
2 - . 3 . 1 ;
~iutical Products, submdgfy. of (:unf.\]r ;EA woﬁi Rs5 I—r[r;?fr 1\5{ cgnMITH el esident
12 Machiner [ision, 3 M. Smt,
I “{;Vedlgii,ss é‘;., allﬁcatcs machine tools, the basic equipment for all war
| 'm;‘)lii;zg:- Rubber Division, NPA: LeLanp E. SPENCER, vicc—presicisn? I&glgzr
Hpringﬁelci Tire Co., subsidiary of _Goodycar Tire & Rubber Co., chiet r
o facturing company in U.S. .
p“}t)l‘ii;?csza;m}r::n and Sic! Division, NPA: MeLvin W. CoLE, assnstan(ti gler:c;asi
janager. Western Sales Division of Bethlehem Steel Corp., second larg
I in the country. . |
'1r;)c;‘:trtr;;pi;1§miniszraror, Petroleum Adm. for Defense: Bpﬁuz;a bK.Sgicgzz
siesident, Pan-American Petroleum & Transport Co., controlied by
P ' . Curroro B. McManus
Administrator, Defense Electric Power Orm.: Cuirr s
trri(iid’::i‘:tmG?orgia Po{ver Co., second largest subsidiary of Commonwealth &

Deputy Administrator for Staff Services: Epwin T. Gisson, vice-president
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Guaranty Trust Co. of New York (a Morgan Bank), Illinois Central §
Western Union Telegraph Co. and many other railroad and shipping cai
panies. ;

Assistant Secretary of State for Economic Affairs: WiLiam L. THore, | |
rector, General Public Utilities Corp., formerly trustee, Associated Gas 4
Electric Corp., director Associated Electric Co. and United Coach Ca. \

Assistant Secretary of State for European Affairs: Grorce V. Perkins, i
president, Merck & Co., chemical company related to Nazi firm of saik
name; formerly director, City Bank Farmers Trust Co., leading Wall Stre
bank.

Director of Policy Planning Staff of State Department: Pavi H, Nig
former vice-president, Dillon Read & Co., vice-president and director, UM
Commercial Co., director, Rubber Development Co.; through his family aml
Dillon Read, closely connected with German cartelists and with North
German Lloyd interests,

Ambassador to Great Britain: WaLter S. Greroro (replacing Lewis N
Douglas, chairman of Mutual Life Insurance Co. and director of Americall
Cyanamid Co., who resigned in September, 1950), former chairman, Ameri |
Telephone and Telegraph Co.,, director, U.S. Steel Corp., First National Bank
of New York, main bank in the Morgan-First National financial interest group

These wealthy men, the most powerful in the country and repre.
senting a financial community with assets of more than one hundred
and forty-seven billions of dollars, create the political climate prevailiny ;
in Washington. They equate their profit with the nation’s welfare. Thelt
ideas, policies and political concepts dominate the government. They
influence the President, put a stamp upon the Supreme Court, have &
voice in naming its membership, and control Congress. They are ong
reason, and a powerful one, that President Truman refuses to create A
Fair Employment Practices Commission by executive order, as President
Roosevelt did. They are one of the reasons he refuses to use his clear
power as commander-in-chief of the armed forces to end segregation,
discrimination and jim crow in the Army, Navy and Marine Corpi
of the United States. Both steps would go far to implement the spirit

and the fact of the Fourteenth Amendment he is sworn to uphold. The

political climate these monopolists generate contributes to an atmosphere
in which the Supreme Court upholds the poll tax and refuses to give the
due process of law guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment to inno:
cent Negroes sentenced to death after being framed by venal courty,
They dominate a Co?zgress which has refused to pass a single law return
ing to those millions of United States citizens who are Negroes the
inalienable rights which are theirs under the Constitution; a Congress
which in its direct government of the District of Columbia+has made the
United States capital notorious for segregation, discrimination and op-
pression on the basis of race.

Their control is equally powerful in the several states. Only recently
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(e National Association for the Advancement .Of Colored Pcn;p-l;. ad-
lressed a plea to the U.S. Steel Corporation and its Alabama subsi llalry,
ihe Tennessee Coal and Iron Company, to stop‘the {ocal and state p’;}ice—
sncouraged violence against Negroes in Birmingham, Alabama. Tl;lsé
\ private corporation was the acknowledged master of the itate. 1”
115, Steel Company replied that the matter should more “properly

lie taken up with its local subsidiary!

A Plea of Guilty

The genocidal policies of the Government of_ the lUmted St:flt‘es ifax::;
the Negro people of the United States, against its own {I:ngze t,h -
W evident that the government itself is forced to acknowledge 3 t
I'lhe President’s Committee on Civil Rights .issucd a report in ;94§ tri,
was a plea of guilty and an admission of crime. Ref.ferru.lgl to the degd =
Jution that envelops American society which permits violence an
[ rimination on a basis of race, the committee asserts:

iustice is discrimi ure
“Where the administration of justice is d1§cnm1nat0ry, no man clz;ntgct; %
ol security. . . . Where a society permits prlyali)el and arbtltéar%rt z;(r)lnrolt ot
e 10 | i i ity is inevitably corrupted.
ilone to its members, its own integrity 1s 1r S
human beings to be imprisoned or killed in the absence of due process o

mr B ; S
without degrading its entire fabric.
The Report admits state complicity in lynching:
ibili or
“Pupishment of lynchers is not accepted as the respgr}sxblllty cifhzta.ctrcimC
local governments, . . . Frequently state officials participate in
ictively or passively.”*® N
Pl €
quently federal officials “participate

b does not say that fre
i e ’ hrough failing to apply the Four-

rime actively or passively” t .

::Lllil}? :nd Fifteenl-hy Amfndments which WOL}id prevent .thc C,I"ll’]l;lc, bllil:{

{ does add, “Federal efforts to punish the crime are resast‘ed. u]i:;, :

ment of crime is often resisted by its perpetrators. Such.remtam.:e{l t

cver, is not usually regarded as a reason for rllot'attemptmlg pzr;?tsm:glat.
The Report admits the charges in our indictment. It a =
lynching is genocidal—that it is intended to repress an entire people:

i i is
“The almost cofaplete immunity froré: pums}in‘lent cn']t(;y?r:loril)-ly Plzg;:ﬁ::r;sem
iki d and general immuni ‘
merely a striking form of the broad and ey - e
ites 1 s extreme offenses ag
‘njoyed by whites in many communities Ior 1CS : € agair
'rjlltl-zr)r(ogs 31(/.[01”6:0vcr, lynching is the ultimate threat by which his inferior

2787
satus is driven home to the Negro.

It admits “killing members of the group” on the basis of race:

35) To Secure These Rights,
36) 1bid., p. 23.
37) 1bid., p. 24.

Report of the President’s Committee on Civil Rights, p. 6.




172

“As a terrorist device,
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it reinforces all the other disabilities placed upon hir

It admits “serious mental harm to members of the group” on the b
of race:

“The threat of lynching always hangs over the head of the Southern Neg

the knowledge that a misinterpreted word or action can lead to his death |
a dreadful burden,”®

This official plea of guilty admits state responsibility and guilts
“We must also report more widespread and varied forms of official g
conduct. These include violent physical attacks by police officers on me
bers of minority groups, the use of third degree methods to extort confessial

and brutality against prisoners. . . . Much of the illegal action which W
Committee is centered in the south, Th

brought to the attention of the
is evidence of lawless police action against whites and Negroes alike, |
prejudice” (italics ours).

the dominant pattern is that of race

“J]. Edgar Hoover referred, in his testimony before the Committee, to
particular jail where ‘it was seldom that a Negro man or woman was inc
cerated who was not given a severe beating, which started off with a pist
whipping and ended with a rubber hose.” (This is standard practice in ma
communities.) “The files of the Department” (the federal Department
Justice) “abound with evidence of illegal official action in southern states, . d
(But nothing is done about it.) “We are convinced . . . that the incidence [
police brutality against Negroes is disturbingly high.”*® (Words in parenthe

Gradualism

The Report of the President’s Committee would have been more effe
tive if something had been done about it. Congress, as we have notet
failed to enact any of its recommendations into law, failed to give th
Negro that equality before the law to which he is entitled by the teri
of the Fourteenth Amendment and the United Nations Charter. T|
President did not fight for his Committee’s proposals,
office swearing to uphold the Constitution. He did
effect those which were completely in his power.

Such failures are often excused by the theory of “gradualism.” Tl
concept of gradual, evolutionary improvement of the plight of the Negud
United States for more than three hund
years—but increasingly Negroes are subject to mass murder, segregatio
and discrimination on the basis of race. Gradualism
larly during the two hundred years and more of il
proposed to eliminate slavery “gradually,” usually by colonizing slave
clsewhere very gradually, but the institution, constantly increasing i
size and power, was not extirpated until the Civil War when it
done suddenly rather than gradually.

despite his oath ¢
not even put int

flourished partici
slavery. Then it

38) 1bid., p. 2s.
39) 1bid., pp. 25, 26, 27,
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We Negro petitioners have grown a little impatient with this three-

hundred-year-old theory. We still suffer frc?n‘l _genocide_, a.nfi wh%ie. gmdu(a:i}}:i
lin may be attractive to academicians, polltlclmns, statisticians, it 1}? a, Pgo ‘
deal less so to us. There were those who hailed the Report of the Presi-
ent’s Committee “as a great step forward.” We cannot forbear fxio.m
puinting out, however, that most of the crimes of wh1c.h we here complain
Awcurred after the President’s report, that the Mam{)svxﬂe Seven were
hilled after it, that Willie McGee was murdergd after it, that lscg.regatm;:,
(liscrimination and oppression continued after it and are conn_numg.'T le
ituth is the entire Negro people of the United States are increasingly
siflering from genocide.

liven as we write this petition for relief, the killings go on day by day

andl hour by hour. During the month .of May, 1951, for examp}ie,b{he
julice department of Columbus, Georgia, ushered in that mor;lt y la
midnight orgy of violence against scores of Negroes, many of t embso -
iliecrs of the United States. Police invaded Negro. restaurants and‘ alrs
ul the Georgia city, beating hundreds of diners indiscriminately, seriously

Injuring one hundred, many of whom were pistol-whipped and clubbed
into unconsciousness. '

Twenty-four hours later, a patrolman of Cheraw, South Carol}na, tqok
(artha Johnson, a Negro furniture worker, from the factory in which
lie worked and beat him so badly in the local jail that Johnson lost one
tye and is threatened with blindness in the other. .
yNot long later and not far away in the South Caro.hna town of Bealuiort,
Smith Harvey was sentenced to death for defending hir‘nself against a
mob of white hoodlums who had demanded that Harvey “get them some
Negro woman.” _

(,)jn May 6, Ku Klux Klansmen of Birmingham, A,labams:, wearing the
iegalia of their order, burned two Negro homes beca.use tl}eir owners h:_id
moved from the Negro ghetto. Two weeks later, in neighboring Fair-
lield, four hundred Negro families were madc.homelriss when f'irc' de;
partments called to extinguish the fire destroying their homes instea
stood idly by. ‘

And alys.o in May and also in Georgia, Sheriff T'homas Bragg o.f Haw.
kinsville shot and killed two soldiérs of the United States while they
were his manacled prisoners. The soldiers were Negroes. -

In Detroit, Michigan, Charles Gordy, Sr. was sentencec-l to life im
prisonment for defending his son and his home -from an illegal attacl
of police who later machine-gunned the Gordy residence. ' ’

And Edward Honeycutt in Louisiana was executed in that state
ortable electric chair on the charge of “rape.”
| [And in Norfolk, Virginia, on May 28, the Reverend !oseph Mann wa
burned to death by a mob, which drenched his clothing in gasoline befor
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igniting them, for preaching a sermon against segregation,

And in New York on the same day Henry Fields was shot to deatll.z
patrolman Samuel Appelbaum after a minor traffic accident. Gra
juries twice failed to indict the white police officer, despite widespreall

public protest. ;
In Cicero, Illinois, a “mob” under the very eyes of police, burned il
looted the home of the first Negro to move into a housing developmeiil
In nearby Chicago, one of the nation’s outstanding chemists, a Negilh
received the same treatment—and to top this, was barred from the Unioh
League Club, although voted Chicago’s “Number One Citizen.”
And nothing is done about these crimes.

There have been reports—many of them. But nothing is done.
That is why we are tired of gradualism.

Jim Crow in the Armed Forces

Segregation and discrimination in the armed forces of the United Statel
a segregation which violates the Charter of the United Nations aml
results in genocide within the terms of the Genocide Convention, ik
long been the avowed policy of the Federal Government. Under the
Constitution of the United States, the President is the commanderin
chief of the Army, Navy and Marine Corps. It is mandatory and bagle
that his orders be obeyed. Now and again he has issued equivocal “ordemn’
to end discrimination and segregation in the armed forces. These “orden’
have been so consistently flouted and with such immunity from discipling
that it is generally thought the orders were not seriously meant to e
obeyed. In fact, when the first such order was issued, Gen. Bradley, thei
Chief of Staff, openly announced it would mean “no change” in the
Army. Negro soldiers are still segregated into special units in the Army,
units usually used for labor and trucking. In the Navy and Marines,
Negroes are virtually always held to cooking and other menial tasks

“.. . the records show,” says the President’s Committee on Civil Right,
“that the members of several minorities, fighting and dying for the
survival of the nation in which they met bitter prejudice, found there wis,
discrimination against them even as they fell in battle.”

Since nothing concrete was done to- carry out the recommendations af |
the President’s Committee the situation concerning “discrimination againgl
them even as they fell in battle” continues to this day in Korea. Thut
good Marshall, special counsel for the National Association for the Ade |
vancement of Colored People, found after an investigation in Korei
that members of segregated regiments of American Negro soldiers were
being court martialled and sentenced to prison in numbers so far exceed
ing those of white soldiers that there were ample grounds for believing
that the courts martial were on the basis of race rather than of conduc

-

—_— —
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i batcle. This in itself is an instance of “serious bodily or mental harm
f the group.”

m.'l\lzﬁzzn ?eiiltoof thesge ﬁr?dings, and other protest, Presiden-t Truman was
{rced to commute the death sentence meted out Seconq Lxeu:eggnt Lezn
Uilbert to twenty years in prison. Moreover,'Amerlcabn sol 1€r‘ih"§n.i
hippened to be Negroes have been s often killed Er oeaten b\:1said -
junity for no offense by peace officers in the Soth that f(g‘can g
lorm a social pattern. The uniform of an American sol lf:l};l recel;l 7
jespect if its wearer is a Negro in the Sot.lth, where. he is the su .]eT X
1 much discrimination, segregation and violence as if he were acc1v1 lan.

On the subject of Negro GI Frameups, a survey issued by the Congress

" i Civil Rights, says:

“Other instances of brutality toward Negro troops in Korea include the
lnlrlrmggglz\fovember 4, James Hicks reported in the Baltimore Afm—{lmericqn
it at least 11 Negro soldiers of the all-Negrc: 24th Infantry Reguncli%é ir(;
Korea had been given the ‘Gilbert treatmeélt. I{)Ief repo;ted m[r;r;: Hi%ks
ol's i i the enemy.

(l's court-martialled on charges of musconduct belore h .

l f seei i i in in South Japan under armed guard,
wiote of seeing convicted men 11 2 train in e e e
Ieine sent to Army stockades. His story reported the sp
r‘I:-li:rEr?o Sgli p?-isonerz arrived in Japan and were met by armed glllards 'ﬁl;g
{ormed a semi-circle before their train door 1\;V1th drawn guns and marc

g in columns of two to a waiting truck. ’
IIIL 11152 lgezzligé? 21, 1950 the New York Daily Worker reported thi se;id
um-ing of GI M/Sgt. Paul Paulfrey to 20 years at hard labor for alleg
‘misc * in Korea.

*"(I‘st%nhd;“i;kch News Report of November 16, xpgs(ohrcwﬁaicld tllla; ise(t)tcei;s

: i d the NAACP (the Natona -
{fom Negro GI troops in Korea begge Antestionte the mats perse

0 the Advancement of Colored People) to ‘investig
:lmlilofl?rof tehc men of the 24th Infantry Regiment. One letter .fromfa l‘ﬁzgf
(il said: “We are being court-martialled and se&ltgnced t; ptrlflsonl tc{}; -

b one i % 5] er le

0 two of us but in groups of four's and five's. ANOMEL X
4 ;}?n:er?tz:nced to 10 years imprisonment complained: ‘I don’t think I hacdt
Im cven break. . . . It seems as though the Negroes are the only ones to g
.I I'?t '%;;H;;s-rér"dam News of February 23, Iggz,%iporteddtlﬁt 'in}';x;sltigsalt)tégir:j

r i i ars
of US. A ractices in Korea and Japan by lhurgoo 4
ll‘lllll-ljsésl forrrillfe li‘\lational Association for the Advancement of Colored People,

would reveal the following:

1) That Army authorities are prosecu;i_ng a greater portion of Negro
iers than whites on charges of cowardice.
SO}S;E{;hata far heavier sentences are imposed on Negroes and !t&ha.t ion?%
eight white soldiers had been accused of violating the 75th Article
War as compared with 6o Negro GD’s.

Marshall stated that the report of his findings filed with General Mac-
Arthur revealed the following:
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1) 32 Negroes and only two whites had been convicted inff
) ¢ for {
g(;n of IiI\rtlclc of War 75. The white GIs received sentences of gllzﬁf‘ldsly
: 3}2 egroes convicted, fifteen were sentenced to life, one (Lt. Gilbert)
cath; one to 50 years and 15 from five to twenty-five years. . :
" 2{) Hefhad talked with about 70 enlisted men from every company i
attery of the 24th Infantry Regiment and the 159th Field Artillery attach
to the 24th, and all believed that the conviction of Negro GI’ yh '
excessively harsh.’ -
“In spite of continued protests, the U.S, Army h indicati
fundamentally altering its Jim-Crow policy towarc)l{ N?esgrst? S;zgp:?ni}?;::;m

dT}}e Pres;dents_Committee On Civil Rights in October 1947, it
admitted ‘the President’s “orders” against segregation were openl |
regarded in the armed services. i

» Within Lhc services, studies made within the last year disclose that actu
perience has been out of keeping with the declarations of polic
crimination, e
(13
In the Army, less th i i
; an one Negro in issi i '
L i o i : g 70 is commissioned, while there I
o e pproximately every seven white enlisted men. In th
o ¥, elrle aée only two Negro officers in a ratio of less than one to 10,00l
Cnlizzder; 1}3: H}F}I;l; E\lzcre_ areC58,571 white officers, or one for every
es. The Marine Corps has 7,708 off i 4
708 officers, none of whom i 4
gcgrg, tfl'%ough ther'e are 2,1go Negro enlisted men. Out of the 2,081 Con
Ofu:irh‘to (c:ers, one is a Ncgro_; icre are gro Negro enlisted men. The ratl
vhite Coast Guard commissioned to enlisted personnel is approxi ly
one to six. PP
S Similarly ;n ti]e enlisted grades, there is exceedingly high concentration al
groes in the lowest ratings, particularly in the Navy, the Marine Confil
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Jiants on the basis of open, competitive examinations without regard to
(i, has no knowledge of any Negro cver having been accepted. The
wice of Negroes from the service academies is unfortunate because it
s that our officers are trained in an undemocratic environment and are
Jied the opportunity to learn at an early stage in their service careers that
i of different races can work and fight together harmoniously.

Wate authorities promulgate the regulations concerning enlistment of
\ioes and the formation of Negro units in the National Guard. Most
s do not have Negro units; of those that do, all but three require
it pation by regulation. Of thirty-four states answering on inquiry made by
. President’s Advisory Commission on Universal Training, only two
(it the integration of Negroes with white units, The Commissicn, com-
Wiiling on discrimination, observed that it ‘considers harmful the policies
e states that exclude Negroes from their National Guard units. The
Jlian components should be expanded to include all segments of our popu-
un without segregation or discrimination. Total defense requires the par-
Lpation of all citizens in our defense forces.
" ooking to the future, the Comrmnission a
) practices of the armed forces would negate many of the benefits of that
Luposed universal training program. Speaking of this program it said:

‘... it must provide equality of privilege and opportunity for all
those upon whom this obligation rests. Neither in the training itself,
nor in the organization of any phase of this program, :hould there be
Jiscrimination for or against any person or group because of his race,
class, national origin, or religion. Segregation or special privilege in
any form should have no place in the program. To permit them would
nullify the important living lesson in citizenship which such training
can give. Nothing could be more tragic for the future attitude of our
people, and for the unity of our nation, than a program in which our
Pederal Government forced our young manhood to live for a period of
time in an atmosphere which emphasized or bred class or ractal differ-

Iso found that some of the pres-

i(r}:;ikthe Coas{t1 Guard. Almo’st 8o percent of the Negro sailors are serving
ks, stewards apd steward’s mates; less than two percent of the white
assigned to duty in the same capacity. Almost 15 percent of all white cnls'sa
marines are in the three highest grades; less than 2! percent of the Nl ‘
marines fall in the same category. The disparities in the Coast Guardcm
similarly great. The difference in the Army is somewhat smaller, but st
significant. Less than nine percent of the Negro personnel are in l:}ll.1 ;l
th{‘CC grades, while almost 16 pereent of the whites hold these ranks -
_ "Many factors other than discrimination contribute to this result Ho o,
it is clear that discrimination is one of the major elements which keewcvhl'
services from attaining the objectives which they have set for themselve[;s t

_ “The admission of minorities to service academies and other service schoall
is an'other.arca in which the armed forces have enjoyed relatively little

cess in t%tcu' efforts to eliminate discrimination. With regard to sch{)ols 'sl?r’
the services, the disparities indicate that selection for advanced train\'mt I"I
doubtless often made on a color basis. As for the service academies ilggth:
course of the last seventy-five years to Military Academy at West Poin|
admitted a total of only thirty-seven Negro cadets, while the Naval Academ
at Annapolis admitted only six. The Coast Guard Academy, while it sclcct!

40) A Survey of Major Devel ; ;
Beolte ih e Ul S i s B the Year 1950 With Respect to the Nogly

ences. ™!

I'he words we have emphasized are explicit admission of the genocidal
jture of segregation. The fact is that for all their lives—not just “a
period of time”—the entire Negro people, not just a few—must live in
e United States. Because of the lamentable fact that nothing has been
lone to implement the report of the President’s Committee on Civil
'ﬂn;.-_llts, the discriminatory ratios cited above still maintain in the armed
liices of the United States. Such segregation trains, encourages, and
jrepares for discrimination and violence on the basis of race. Not only
loes the segregation and discrimination in American armed forces author-
sed by the Government of the United States violate all the articles of
(e Charter of the United Nations which provide for “human rights
il fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race . . ., but
%, addition it makes for genocide. It inevitably results in “serious bodily
| mental harm to members of the group” when it does not actually result

41) To Secure These Rights, pp. 42, 43.
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md klllmg'mcmbers of the group.” The higher ratio of imprisol
and execution after courts martial among Negro soldiers as com
with white, as well as the cases cited above, proves this a fact

The District of Columbia

Equally clear and indisputable is the complicity and guilt of the
ernment of the United States in the genocide committed in the l;'i
of (;olumbia, the nation’s capital. This is governed under the dir d
‘t‘honty c‘>f Congress. Here there can be no specious arguments‘

States rights” or “separation of powers.” The nation’s capital is not‘
for that segregation which inevitably leads to “killing members g
§roup,” to “serious bodily or mental harm to members of the rou@

deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculateg to bl
about its destruction in whole or in part.” .

In Was}llingt()n, D.C., Negroes are denied entry to most hospital
ha‘ve previously listed typical instances of Negroes dying as thtltJ res
being refused admission to hospitals in Washington. The Washi t
ghettos, some of the worst in the country, are cesspools of disease
poverty, admittedly shortening the lives of those who live in ':
manifestly cases of “deliberately inflicting on the group condition "
calcuiate'd to bring about its destruction in wholz or in part.” Asi::l |
segregation in Washington which bars Negroes from the best p.fa 1o ; '
and parks, from decent living quarters, from restaurants hgt%lé
places of entertainment, is a breeder of police violence agai’nst Negr
If lNegro'cs as a matter of law are not fit for the normal privile ot
citizenship, then they are not entitled to humane treatment accor
to the apparent reasoning of Washington police. }

Negro schools, segregated schools, are inferior to white schoaly &
.aImOSt every respect, according to the report of the President’s Comm ""‘
in 1947, Nothing has changed since then. White school buildings b
a capacity which is 27 percent greater than actual attendance. I gN a
schools enrollment exceeds capacity by 8 percent. T

Negroes in Washington are being increasingly packed into a Hlb
ovchrowded slums. They are held and imprisoned there by the Iy
device of the restrictive covenant which bars them from bztter l.n’
to live. In 1940, one-eighth of the white dwellings were sub-standardp Iﬂﬂ
40 percent of .the dwellings occupied by Negroes were substandard'

Discrimination against Negroes in employment in the Distric‘t ul

I(., than among whites, four of its tw

| (he President’s Committee on

Jent has tolerated it even where i
luve already examined the situation in the armed forces. Another promi-

Wit example is the record in the Panama Canal Zone.”

winplete and  strictest
Lnployees. White employees are known as “Gold employees” and Negro

lnployees designated as “Silver Employees.” Under this system, scparate
wul unequal facilities are maintained for Negroes,
Wilver” dormitories, eat in inferior “Silver” restaurants,

S jiyregation is completely maintained by th
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Wnent bureau indicated, it took a Negro employee seven times longer

jeceive a promotion than was required for a white colleague doing
ilar work, An official of the District of Columbia was quoted as
liring, “Negroes in the District of Columbia have no right to ask

§ jubs on a basis of merit.” In 1940, according to Government statistics,

o quarters of the Negro workers in Washington, D.C., were employed
Jomestics, laborers, or service workers. Only one-eighth of white

ikers were so employed.

Although sickness rates are higher among Negroes in Washington,

clve private hospitals will not

it Negroes and the remainder admit only a few in segregated wards.

e authority of the Government of the United States to end segrega-

i and discrimination in Washington, D.C. is complete.

Lo is its failure to use that authority.
The Panama Canal Zone

Legregation has not been enforced by the states alone,” says the report
Civil Rights** “The Federal Govern-

t has full authority to eliminate it. We

I'he Panama Canal Zone is completely under the authority of the

luvernment of the United States. And in the Canal Zone exists the most

system of segregation among its thousands of

who live in inferior
buy in inferior
1 inferior “Silver” recreational establishments,
“Silver” pay. All this “Gold” and “Silver”
e Federal Government.

Wilver” commissaries, play i
il receive vastly inferior

Other Governmental Discrimination

Discrimination permeates almost every facet and every activity of the
lvderal Government. Thus the official Underwriting Manual of the
J'eJeral Housing Administration approves jim crow housing by warning
ygainst mortgage risks as a result of “inharmonious racial groups.” The

|'ecderal Housing Administration, moreover, continues to extend the bene-
ut regard to whether those benefited

g‘;g:lnbrfe;.ggizzlstbzth Ezrti rwafte ;:Oncerns and by the United Sty f1s of mortgage insurance witho

FEPC in the fiscal year ?943_; \:'erzlg COHLPI?EMS brought befgrc e ' 1page in discrimination, acc?rding to a 1950 report of the American

Badseal Copsirent stk o 4 WS Broughl oy Negr(_)ﬁs charging flif | |ewish Congress and the National Association for the Advancement of
Iscrimination against them in the matter u'l (lolored People.

employment. Once employed by the government, a survey of one Guy
42) Pp. 79 8o.
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A survey by Dr. Richard Sterner, under the auspices of the Cat
Foqndation revealed in 1942 that Negroes were often discr'-
against in the administration of government services. Sometim
are so written that the majority of Negroes are exempted from b
provided even though they need them most. “Thus,” according &
report of the President’s Committee on Civil Rights 11,1 1947 “thfd !
and surviyors’ insurance and unemployment compensation s,ystem A
cover agriculture, domestic service, and self-employed persons. Six
percent of all Negro workers fall into these categories compared i
percent of all white workers.”

And Dr. Sterner found that although Negroes have a greater neg
old.age assistance than whites, average grants in the Federal old
Assistance Program were lower for Negroes than for whites He |
found that the benefits paid by the Federal Farm Security Admi-nist' |
were lesls for Negroes than for whites. In addition, he found that
crimination against Negroes, both in payments and in numbers
can be cited in government aid to the blind, and for the care of delingu
destitute and handicapped children. :

But ‘the greatest of all discriminations constantly perpetrated aga
the Negro people by the Government of the United States is the re
of the Department of Justice, Congress and the Supreme Court to ;
the Negro that equality before the law guaranteed by the Fourtee
Amendment. This is another way of saying that these agencies of |
Federal Government refuse to give the Negro the protection of the |
granted other citizens as a matter of course. As a result he is the congl
prey of the lawless, fair game for the criminal of high and low degr .

The Department of Justice, under the Attorney General, is the |
enforcement agency of the Federal Government. As such it rece
complaints of violations of the Federal law, investigates them thral
thfa Federal Bureau of Investigation and prosecutes them through f '
D1s‘trict Attorneys in the Federal Courts. Because of the frequency
v\fhmh complaints were received, usually from Negro citizens allcl
violations of civil rights, a special Civil Rights Section was f::)rm .
1939. This section receives between 1,500 and 2,500 complaints of
rights violations every year. But in the eight years ending in 1947, 0 ‘-
some 12,000 complaints received, it prosecuted only some 178 case;.
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\mination and will to do so by a President, his Department of Justice,
ihe Supreme Court. Admittedly the tortuous decisions by which the
me Court traditionally holds that :he plain and clear laws protecting
10 citizens mean something else, has made it difficult for the Civil
liis Section of the Department of Justice.
Ut defeatism and unwillingness to act forthrightly have contributed
W more to its negative record in the protection of Negro citizens
Wlicir rights. The President has failed to enlarge the Section—while
iplying manyfold the Federal Bureau of Investigation and making
4 powerful instrument of repression. The President’s Committee on
| Rights suggests that this defeatism, this unwillingness to act
\lrightly, may come from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, charged
Ji the investigations upon which the Civil Rights Section is expected
jike prosecutions. “There is evidence,” says the report on page 123,
the civil rights cases files in the Department of Justice that the
\ruu has sometimes felt that it was burdensome and difficult to under-
¢ as many specific civil rights investigations as are requested. More-
|, investigations have not always been as full as the needs of the
stion would warrant. . . . The tendency of FBI agents to work in
W cooperation with local police officers has sometimes been detrimental
the handling of civil rights investigations. At times the local officers
themselves under suspicion. Even where this is not o, the victims
Witnesses in civil rights cases are apt to be weak and frightened people
, are not encouraged to tell their stories freely to federal agents where
. latter are working closely with local police officers. Having in
yeral established such a wholly sound relationship, it is sometimes
ficult for the FBI agent to break this relationship and to work without,
sven against the local police when a civil rights case comes along.”
Whatever the reason, the fact remains that the Civil Rights Section,
\hlished for the specific purpose of protecting the Negro from the
lent abfogation of his civil rights, has failed as definitively in accom-
lihing this as has every other agency of government.

The Congress

l'or many years the Congress of the United States has refused to guar-
) iec by adequate law the rights to which the Negro people of the
violence, in securing the rights guaranteed them under the Constitutitll, iited States are entitled under the Constitution. Every member of the

S gress participating in the refusal has violated his ocath of office which
- juires that he uphold the Constitution of the United States including
convictions, To a layman it seems that the Fourteenth and Fifteen ‘¢ amendments guaranteeing the Negro people due process of law and
Amendments, and the resulting Ctvil Rights Act, are explicit and 4 yual treatment before it, and specifically guaranteeing the basic right
ficient, and that all that would be needed to enforce them would be il | voting. This historic refusal, repeatedly made over the years, is in
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itself an incitement to genocide since it serves as a Federal legl
announcement that a Negro American has no rights that a white /
ican will be forced to respect. It is, moreover, indirect but pow [
approval for the several states persccuting Negroes through segregilh
venal courts and corrupt police,
Bills providing for the implementation of the civi] rights guarl
Negroes by the Constitution, providing for federal anti-lynching |8
tion, elimination of the poll-tax, and a Fair Employment Practices |
mission to eliminate discrimination in employment, have been introdie
again and again in successive Congresses. And again and again they s
been defeated, shelved or filibustered to death. Moreover, a political
fidence game is regularly played on the Negro people every four yiy
The two main political parties, acting in convention, quadrennially i
ise the Negro that at long last he will be given his fundamental ri
a citizen, that thenceforth he will be more than a voiceless automi
whose function is only to contribute to monopoly’s profits, that i
now on he will be protected from violence and bloodshed. Regill
made, these promises are just as regularly betrayed in Congress
Congress.
The technique of betrayal has become an institution known ag
“Gentlemen’s Agreement.” More accurately it is the “sell-out” in Wit
Congressional leaders of the Republican and Democratic parties agres &
to permit legislation providing for full Negro citizenship to come up o
vote. It is a pledge of continued oppression and bloodshed, its observi
depending solely on the word of the “gentlemen” in Congress,
pledge has never been violated, Amendments and the filibuster are @
used to cheat the Negro American out of the protection he is enfll
to as a United States citizen. '
The report for 1950 by the National Association for the Advancem
of Colored People and the American Jewish Congress has this (o |
about the record of Congress in the latest year: '

“No substantial action was taken on the comprehensive civil righty
the poll-tax or anti-lynching bills, the prohibition of segregation in inter
commerce or the armed forces or any of the bills for self-government
equality in the District of Columbia. . . . The FEPC Bill was gutted i

House of Representatives and filibustered to death in the Senate.”

In commenting on this quotation and the report from which it o
another report on the plight of the Negro in 1950 prepared by the (i
Rights Congress, says the following:

“The report fails to link this with the aggressive war policy of the biju
tisan Truman Administration and fails to note the signal refusal of the 'mi
man Administration even to make a Pretense of effort to enact vital legislutii
in the interests of the Negro people.
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“Nor does it mention the fact that at the same time that five thousand
delegates assembled in a Crusade to Washmgtor_l in January, 1950, to press
for the enactment of the FEPC legislation, President Truman had gone }?n
i fishing trip to Key West, Flo}iidag_ﬁnd refused to lift a finger to win his

J bers to support the Bill. . o '
Im“[’lf E'i: t;fb;f;ﬁfll:e refusal bf;pCongress to pass any significant civil rlght; leglei;
lution in 1950, and the failure of the Democratic Party even to goht roug
the pretense of fighting for it can be interpreted in no other V;fay tT:;ln asa:
product of the aggressive war policy of the American ruling class, Ee E‘,vii
uge of the McCarran Act, which would make the very advocacybo ffl' ]
n,‘-‘hts a crime, reveals further that Congress not only failed to pass bene (;1};26
m"il-rights legislation, but actually took a major step t-oyvanilf der_1y.11n‘%i e
Negro people and their white allies the right even to petition for civil rig 3
i the future. Thus, the record of the legislative branch of government‘:s I
1y50 was actually one of attack on the rights and lives of the Negro masses.

Document D of our Appendix shows in some detail the tone, temper
and maneuvers of Congress from January 16, 1950 to Septemiferdzl,
1950. It is filled with racist attacks on minorities, punctuated by slanders
against the Negro people.

_ The Supreme Court .

The record of the Supreme Court in buttressing the tyranny directed
apainst the Negro people is particularly rcvolting because it has (i;eclorated
oppression with legal pomposity, excused genocide by every 1§ga cn;un;-
locution found in the lexicon of law and precedent. Its record is peculiarly
painful in that it has used the righteous tone qf le.gal l'anguage to author-
iz¢ murder and to permit that segregation wh%ch.mewtably leads to m?s}j
slayings on the basis of race. With synthetic 111depencllence and wit
Olympian gestures it has handed over 15,000,000 Amcmlcans o opprc;lse«
sion and grief. For generations it has avo1.ded the ob.v;ous mtentP,‘ t
plain unambiguous words, the clear, self-ew-dent meaning of lthf: 01Lr-
icenth and Fifteenth Amendments. Instead it ha:? declared with all.t ¢
majesty of its position, with all the spurious dignity th.at legal trappénfﬁ
can endow, that United States Negroes cannot be ci.‘fectlvcly prote_ctif 3
their own government from segregation, d1sfran‘chxscment.aud vio encclz
No amount of legal theory or twistings concerning state rights can éaa
liate its crime. It has delivered a people—Americans it was supposed tc

‘otect— radation and violence. N
[”?rtli;:cdt?t (i'xeags done even more than this. It has used the very provisior
that was to protect Negroes to enrich the monopoly that oppressed them
It found that the Fourteenth Amendment was not meant for the pro
tection of the Negro but for the protection of powel."fgl corporations
FFrom 1868 to 1912, the Supreme Court rendered 6o4 decisions Ibased upor
the Fourteenth Amendment, of which 312 con-cerned corporations. Ther
were twenty-eight appeals to the Court involving Negro rights under th
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Fourteenth Amendment, of which twenty-two were decided adverse

As late as 1945, in the case of Screws v. United States, the Suprel
Court found that the Fourteenth Amendment, providing that Negp
should be allowed due process of law, did not apply to a Negro beaten
death by police before trial after he had been arrested and charged w
theft of a tire. But it is in upholding segregation that the Supreme Col
has been, and continues to be particularly adamant. Repeatedly it ki
held that segregation is not a violation of the Fourteenth Amendmel
providing for equality of treatment, on the theory that segregation
legal if “separate but equal” accommodations are provided. The obviol
and easily provable fact that accommodations provided for Negroes a
virtually never equal but always inferior, has not shaken the Court. Mi
Justice. Harlan, in a powerful dissent still valid today, charged h
colleagues in 1896 with emasculating the Thirteenth and Fourteent
Amendments by upholding segregation. He wrote in Plessy v. Ferguson

“Our Constitution is color blind, and neither knows nor tolerates classe
among citizens. . . . We boast of the freedom enjoyed by our people abov
all other peoples. But it is difficult to reconcile that boast with a state of lay
which practically puts the brand of servitude and degradation upon a larg
class of our fellow citizens, our equals before the law. The thin disguise o

‘equal’ accommodations . . . will not mislead anyone, or atone for the wrot
this day done.”

)

While the Supreme Court in 1945 ruled against the Democratic white
primary in Smith v. Allright, in June of 1951 it upheld the poll tax, an
other device for preventing Negroes from voting. And if the Supreme
Court’s. 1945 decision tended to aid the Negro in his fight for the votey
it was nullified by the Federal Government's failure to enforce it through
police action. The failure of Federal prosecution enables Southern states
to thwart it successfully. Similarly adverse decisions by the Court
to segregation by zoning are circumvented by the restrictive covenant
which the Supreme Court in June, 1951, held can be enforced through
suit in civil courts. The Court, moreover, has made no attack on

states over a wide section of the United States, a segregation which is the
source and breeding place of the genocide directed against the Negro
people.

Rather the Court apparently seeks the appearance of liberality by ate
tacking the problem on its periphery, by decisions which do not change
the overwhelming fact of segregation. John Pittman, analyzing a group
of decisions concerning Negro rights made by the Supreme Court on
October 9, 1950, writes in Masses & Mainstream of February and Janus
ary 2, 1951:

ool teachers seeking to establish a basis
'I‘qunlization. Since teachers form the bulk of
s decision condemned the Negro
living than the white middle class.
wliool teachers.

Jpught homes from white property owners
white property owners not to
ihe sales. Although the .
wot enforce restrictive covenants, 10 Fhe g
\estored the legality of one of the main devices for

d lt - - - b
:llrlily")su;[ir;iséro;vsgogl?cgy at New York’s big Stuyvesant Town housing devel

THE EVIDENCE 85

Court rejected an appeal by Atanta
O cf}or their demand for salary

the urban Negro middle class,
middle class to a lower standard of
It froze the present status of Negro

“On last October 9,

“A second decision refused to review Senator Glen Taylor’s appeal from a

Jwnviction of ‘disorderly conduct’ for insisting on entering a door in B:r:r;;ng;
Jum marked ‘Negro Entrance.’ This decision froze the segregation sta

Negroes.

i had
“A third decision rejected an appeal by O‘Lﬁﬁgoﬁ% Ccli)t‘)’zﬂl:g%;gciv ‘itkl;!oothef
sell to Negroes. Oklahoma courts had cancellcig
Supreme Court had ruled in 1949 that courts cou
Oklahoma case it reversed itself,
perpetuating the ghetto,
decision approving Metropolitan Life Insurance Com-

ment. ) . .
1 “T'wice the Supreme Court rejected the appeal of the seven Martinsville,

Virginia, frameup victims, condemned to fiealth ondth; old l}}::;i:liggzprf;?;t
¢ of a white woman. In its latest decision, 2, b
lilll i::}:fi;g':ge r?sls)\ies of the guilt of the accused, fth\e;; trial and ri(l)n.\;;ctilcz;;;;
i ite j he State of Virginia 1n all 1
u lily-white jury and the fact that t g 8 e il
ted a white man for rape, reserving the d p
||](‘:1le11§;§(1;€§}{6’]€7‘;155 decision froze the practice of lynch-justice throughout the
t - .
mtl‘[ll{g;vever although side-stepping the separate-but-equal issue, thedSupﬁcrr;
Court did hold in favor of Negro petitioners‘gor the 11*1g£ht_ 1t.o‘ att;n 12]?3 gi%es
versities in states which do not provide equal facihitics for -
:nl:lly u%gif;rsi’l;s resulted in about 200 Negro Stél:eri:s being admitted to pro
Is and colleges throughout the South. _
' “.‘T!lcfm:ll:ersz?oorce) sthe: u.s, Slglpreme Court’s ruling in favor of Negroes seeking
professional or higher education—a number permanently limited by ecgﬁnomil:
{actors—be set against the court’s bulwarking of the ]1m-Cr0wd sys man(
lu,‘using economic opportunity and places of public a.cc:ramr)no1 atgzﬁn,t vy
it hless;ngs for the system of lynch-justice, the balance will clear yir ec o
|u.nli-cy of yielding paltry concessions to the middle and upper class, W

»
perpetuating the status of the masses.

In summarizing the guilt of the Federal Government in creating ax;ll
onserving the copditions for genocide, it might be well todrep?a{ t ‘
words of Milton R. Konvitz, Associate Professor, School of Industrial an

[ubor Relations, Cornell University:

“Congress has refused to pass laws to-declare the poll-tax illegal; to rr{:;\lﬁ1
i 1 loyment in interstate commerce a crime;

(liscrimination in private €mployl int . 1
Jefine and guarantee civil rights in the District of Columbia. The Sup

Court has failed to declare Jim-Crowism in intrastate commerce unconesu;
tional: to outlaw segregation in schools as a denial of dpe Erocc?s or r;qm
prntec’tion of the law; to outlaw the restrictive covenant in the sale or
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of property; to declare the poll-tax an unconstituti
) - 1 ional tax on a feder
ﬁl}lear;lniccd ?gﬁt grdpr}sllc%e. The Supreme Court has placed the Negro
ercy of the individual states; they al "
e ey alone have the power to define

P'xnd all these failures contribute heavily to genocide, to killing on
b‘-:zs-ls of race, to a segregation “deliberately inflicting on the group cal
d1t1.ons of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in wh
or in part,” to causing “serious bodily and mental harm to members
the group.” |

5 % !

In cgncluding this section on conspiracy to commit genocide in violatj
of Article III of the Genocide Convention, we submit that we have provﬂ
that such conspiracy is a fact, that the several branches and departmenth
of the Government of the United States combine with state government
and the financial community to the accomplishment of the conspirac

goal. We have shown the motive of the conspiracy and we havcpsho'vz'l.
its methods. We have proved that monopoly profits from it to the sum
of four billions of dollars yearly; that through killing part of the Negm
people on the basis of race, monopoly exploits the remainder; that throl!lgghF
the genocide practiced against the Negro people, monopoly ,securcs polith
Fal and economic control of the entire American people, that this genocide
in short is the decisive link in the chain that binds Américans to the plans
and profits of Wall Street. We have pioved that both state and Federgl
governments are the creatures of monopoly; that as a part of this cos
spiracy a political party ran on an open platform of white supremac

that states charter, and the Federal Government permits, the operatitill
of a score of terrorist societies devoted to organized vio!e;me against the
Negro pelople; that as a further part of the conspiracy, the Negro people
are deprived of the vote, weakening potential ma;s movemenlss ?nr

peace and economic and political democracy; that in furtherance of the
conspiracy a mass of racist Hitler-like law has been written and is en
forcecli by the various states; that the Federal Government authorizes and
permits segregation in the armed forces of the United States, in Washe
1Ung_ton, D.C,, the Panama Canal Zone, as well as the various s;ates of the
g;:;éz;id States, well knowing that such segregation inevitably results in

We further submit that we have proved that the President of the

United States, the executive head of the Government of the United (

States,' Qongress, and the Supreme Court, long have and are now sy
chrorflzmg their acts and failures to act to accomplish the genocidal CI}I(dll
of this conspiracy of which they themselves are members. The fact that
they characterize this genocide and that which makes it possible as only
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(he “American system” of states rights or of checks and balances makes

it not a whit less deudiy.

ARTICLE III (c). DIRECT AND PUBLIC INCITEMENT
TO COMMIT GENOCIDE

The mouthings of white supremacists, the polemics of racists, echo
constantly over the land, insisting that the Negro, by law if possible and
by force if necessary, be imprisoned in an inferior status. The threat of
violence is the common denominator to all these incitements, which play
no small part in the resulting mass murder on the basis of race, whether
they concern pleas for the preservation of the segregated school system,
or “the purity of white womanhood.” There is scarcely
anyone, too low in reputation or too high in official position, particularly
i1 the South, who does not feel qualified to threaten Negro Americans if
they do not keep their “place.” The high falutin’ speech paying tribute to
ihe slave holders’ Confederacy of the past and promising vengeance on
iny Negro who dares exercisc his rights in the present is almost an Amer-
\can art form, specifically in the South where it is as stylized as the sonnet.
[t is a part of the standard equipment of Governors, Kleagles, and Sena-
tors, of sheriffs, businessmen and congressmen, and all too frequently it
is spread to millions by means of the radio.

There follows a sample of the kind of incitement which has become an
American institution in which the threats are direct enough to any whe
know the delicate nuances of the Southland. Proof that the threats ar
understood is offered by the Negro dead, the Negro maimed, and tha
fractional number of cases described here. These incitements are 0o

the white primary,

| arranged by date but rather by their representative and typical quality.

(lovernor Herman TALMADGE, of Georgia, in a radio address on October 2:
1949, said in speaking of the struggle of Negro Americans for their right
under the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments: “We intend to fight han
10 hand with our weapons and we will never submit to one inch of er
croachment on our traditional pattern of segregation.” (Italics ours.) H
further said on this occasion when he described the Negro aspiration f
legal American rights as “dangerous and revolutionary.” “We shall fight th
dastardly effort with all the strength and resources we have. . . . We wi
fight them in the state courts. We will fight them in the federal courts. W
will fight them in the countries and cities.” (Italics ours.) It was at this poi
that the Governor added his threat of “hand to hand” fighting “with all o
weapons.”

Spnarorn THEoDORE Birso, of Mississippt, made a radio speech on June 2
1946, in which he advised the murder of Negroes attempting to vote in ¢
July 2 primaries of that year. Urging “every red-blooded Anglo-Saxon m
in Mississippi to resort to any means keep hundreds of Negroes from t
polls,” he suggestively added that he had defended eleven people charg
seith murder and that all had been acquitted. “Use any means to keep the
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from the polls,” he continued, “and if you don’t know what I'm talk
about you’re not up on modern means of prevention.” On August 9, 19,
again speaking over the radio, this time over the Mutual Broadcasting §
tem, he announced his membership in the Ku Klux Klan, and said; “]
the best way to keep a n——r from the polls is to see him the night befor

On June 29. 1945, Bilbo told a reporter the story of a lynching w
chuckles of laughter. A month later he wrote Mrs, Dollie Mason and M
Critt McSwain, of Detroit, Michigan, addressing them as “My dear n
friends.” In his letter he predicted another race riot against Negroey
Detroit, The Congressional Record for July 24, 1945 contains the follo it
remarks by Bilbo: “I prophesy that with the return of these million or my
Negro soldiers that have been coddled and misled into believing that ay
result of this war they are coming back to America and will be permitted
the social and political rights that are the province of the white man in
white man’s country, I prophesy that hell is going to break loose in Geory
and from the Great Lakes to the Gulf.” He also said, “The Negro race wil
3,000 years behind it in Africa has made no progress at all. Many are yif
cannibalistic . . .”

On January 4, 1947, Southern Democrats launched a filibuster to pi
vent the organization of the Senate because of its refusal to administer th
oath of office to Bilbo “forthwith.” The Senate tabled motions to seat Bill
at once. So, Allen J. Ellender of Louisiana, who had been in charge of
Senate investigation into the terror against Negroes in Mississippi and ha
whitewashed that terror, stated that the Senate refused to seat Bilbo beca
“they wanted to capture the n——r vote.” The filibuster was broken afte
two days with Bilbo not being sworn in. Bilbo went to New Orleans, La
for an operation and the Senate decided that until his return, his credential
would lic on the table “without prejudice and without action.” Bilbo in
meantime was to draw salary for himself and his staf, This compromise wa
not necessary, since each House has jurisdiction over the qualifications ¢
its members. Bilbo died on August 21, 1947, of cancer of the mouth, withou
having been deprived of his seat.

SeNaToR James O, Eastianp of Mississippi, during the course of a speech
fore the United States Senate, on June 28, 1945 charged that Negro soldiery
had raped white women in Europe. Eastland made the inflammatory and
later disproved statement that French Senegalese troops, Negro colonials, h
raped 5000 German women in a Stuttgart subway. The local French cone
sulate, in a communication with the U.S, State Department, formally prg
tested Eastland’s charges as untrue. Allied Supreme Headquarters, o
July 6, after a week-long investigation, denied the charge. Not one voice iff
the Senate was raised to protest his charges, cither during or following hi
June 28 spech. On October 12, 1945, Senator Eastland boasted to a delega
tion from organized CIO plants that secret white committees are forming
in Mississippi, wherever necessary, to prevent Negroes from voting. The
Congressional Record for January 25, 1946, carried a threat by Senator
Eastland that if the FEPC became law he would “take great pleasure in
nullifying its provisions.” He predicted Klan terror and lynchings on the
scale that occurred towards the end of the Reconstruction period.

Mavor Jerrries of Detroiz, Michigan, in his 1945 campaign for re-election,
distributed leaflets attacking Negroes ang Jews. '

SENATOR ALLEN J. ELLENDER of Lowisigng declared on the floor of the Senate

THE EVIDENCE 189

i June, 1946: “I believe in white supremacy, and as long as I s;lrzxt in thifS::}r;
ute I expect to fight for white supremacy, because [ can see ‘t: 2 .d.lc.rc e
umalgamation of whites and Negroes in this country is Eerimt edf o
be a mongrel race, and there will come to pass the identical con hl‘uh L e
which Egypt, India, and other civilizations decayed. ... A raE:c whic iy 5
shown creative genius may be assumed to be an unfit type so far as thgThose
tivilization is concerned and is a matter of concern for the eugen}s& ot
who seek to maintain the white race in its purity within the Unllte‘ and
ure working in harmony with the l;icgls of culgel"lézs;.l ﬁ\smnc exclusion a
egro repatriation are expressions of the eugenic ideal. )

l!rr:ln';'gok ]oi)m Searkman of Alabama, campaigning at ‘Hl}intmgtT g;ﬂ&%:,
Montgomery, Alabama, declared on Scpt_embcr 24, 1948.l , a8 yo rainst Lhe’
will continue to fight as I ha\i'e fought in tLheS;;z:::htxve ve years ag
i ition of civil rights legislation upon the 4 .

A l:;ilsszi Iilncit‘:rrwnt forglynch violence against Rosert Dure, Ncgrl;) gdltO}'ttby
I'rederick Sullens, editor of the Jackson, Miss. Daily News. Duﬁ- a ‘K/;'l St;.:
to Sullens requesting that he print the truth about the recent Magee, s1sand
sippi, incident where three Negro families had been driven into !sv\;ar:lp e
hunted down with rifles and bloodhounds. Sullens p.nnted Durr’s let Ecg e
the heading: “An Impudent Letter from a Birmingham tlNegrﬁ 1: o
Durr wrote: “Postal regulations forbid the saying of exactly vlvl at .ls oded
be said concerning the impudent writer of the above letter. gu ens a:]u -
the posse of 300 that hunted down the Negroes in Magee, and f\ﬁ;n; : -
wiffices to say that when race riots are started in this nauoél, 11-1 ltld 113? o
Negroes like Robert D‘Ll’I"i’ will be largely responsible and shou
s ive attention. o o

Wlllnr.:’_tm;(; Irjc:::zm? president of the Florida Peace Officers AS_SOCI&U?;, said in
the course of a state-wide meeting held in Ial?uary, 1946, m”S;:I ugal.itm:%
Florida, that Negro veterans must be “kePt in ’Ehexr pla::ic.d. ;‘»‘13- hspo Eo ;
the Negro veterans as “Eleanor’s chosen children” and added: os}aled 3
are ready to attack policemen, sometimes with guns, if they are rouGgIe ng
a little,” Lindsey spoke also of intermarriage between Negro Gls a
British and French women, and said tl,'x,at the Negro soldiers “are now
coming back expecting to marry our girls.” He identified the Nlejglig vc&ei:-?;;s
with the psycho-neurotics, Lindsey said also that the Florida Po ;;ie 1As
Association had authorized payment of money for legal aid to o cm&' t
the end of his speech he declared: “These boys are coming back prcdtcn ing
to be heroes without even haviﬂg seen allrl gun lunl{;s,s’ they stole one and smug-

jled it in. We've got to keep them in their places.”

II:‘;:;‘;i EUBRDSE, ed‘igtor of thg Radio News, of Birmingham, Alabama, ;lvrotg
a signed article condemning the march of Negroes on the county C‘(‘mli-: (Lust
in a demonstratiotf for their right to vote. Dubrose wrote in part: “The bes
proof that I have to offer is that our Committee of Public Informatllc;n corrtllul:s
up with the report that within a few hours of the Negro m;rn:Korkl u:
courthouse, plans were under way to organize, or reorganize, the Ku
Klan.”

['ollowing are representative incitements by vigilant organizations and
their leaders as well as excerpts from racist writers:

i in Tennessee
Tue U Sows or Dixig, incorporated, Dccember.z& 1943, in ;
1(2})&3?2?25 the Ku Klux wartime front. Its oath included: “Should these
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United States of Americ i
a2 be a white man’s or negro’
want lf:nother Pear] Harbor from the negro in this cfu?lfr %O%EE{P .:
togla e the UE.IS.A. a white man’s country?” T
secret oath required of all members of '
: d 2 of the Uniteqd S i
aken orally, as follows: ] promise and swear to provide m;?szélfo{vft)fix:

THE EVIDENCE e o

Tvie Rev. Harrison, the “Railroad Evangelist,” said at a Klan meeting in
Atlanta, Georgia, on November 1, 1948: “In God’s sight it is no sin to kill a
n——r, for a n——r is no more than a dog.” “Itchy Trigger-Finger” Nash,
an Atlanta policeman who was given a citation by the Klan for having
killed so many Negroes, expressed the hope that he would “not have to kill

gun, and plenty of ammunit

trouble, to do all in my po o and 1o be ready when the n—p y all the n——s in the South,” but would get some help from his brother
swear not to take any e};:c[:ns:;erb:: ;:g g }llclm P 1 Sy Prome i

good n——s are dead s 0 make good ones of them, as the ¢ Homer Loowmis, Jr., leader of the Columbians, Inc., Atlanta brownshirts, ad-

dressing the Imperial Kloncilium of the Ku Klux Klan, East Point Klavern,

ed States of A ‘ Georgia, in 1946: “We propose that all the n——s in America be shippec’:!

digle i merica must, and hack to Africa, with time-bombs on board the ships as an economy measure.
Pl€, the master race. We mugt WirLiam Grece Brancharp, leader of the White Front, Migmi, Florida, writ-

In the Ritual of the United §
on
members the following: “These Uint

1t By Beps Ll T el Sx;u:li: compose 'the Master | ing in the official organ Nation & Race: “If one believes in history before
oy bt B counties—just s ey are white people, M cffeminate and fallacious ideologies, the recognition of the superiority of

el coumge;u%g out and b?gsting the Nordic and the Nordicized world is immediate. A dangerous upsurge
untry? We must nominate of democracy and self-determination throughout the world of color is rob-

offices. These men will be ahl o St el < o e i A b ! =

e to put ! PUE sing the Western World of some of its power, but we have not yet lived to
sk b mert wil i tfugeia:,:mosn 0,_:; statute b?okslwhlch sce the end of white supremacy. . . . When the Federal Government recog-
e hey qun il ey and ammunition in ordey nizes biological values and proceeds systematically to solve the South’s prob-

lem by expatriation, birth control, and rigid segregation, the long race vigil
will be over....That dusky race which enslaved was happy and lovable must
today be recognized for the sullen revolutionary mass it is and be disciplined
accordingly. . . . Racial Nationalism demands that the negro be made a
ward of the nation and governed by special codes befitting the dignity of a
white state. (The Racial Nationalist Program of the White Front:) Mis-
cegnation made a felony. Segregation of the Jews. With the Nordic nations
of South America, the U.S. must exercise a strict tutorship over the whole
latin-American domain. American participation in white control and regu-
lation of the werld of color.” 2 o
’ € can clai AnnounNcEMENT oF AMERIcAN GeNTILE Army, Convers, Georgia, 1946: “This
should see in the negro a ran::e tl;:inmﬁfgrgh::; a few blacks are fi, movement should appeal to every patrioticy}&mcrican Gentﬁe. II?(;‘cpcndent
verse from ourselves (g Patriot, this is a great opportunity! This contest is a cold-blooded matter of

are the Chinese, with inferio
;  Chinese, r honesty, and i ior i
R ittty e o d)(r’ :,'?th greatly inferior industry, | political action that will be determined by the law of the jungle, ‘the sur-

cqually to all alien races and justifies our attj this fact; the unfitness appli vival of the fittest.
and Hindus. . . . No amount of educati;r:3 té;t; iiéowarg Chines.c’ Japaness “For the privilege of membership in the American Gentile Army, I, a Cau-
i this e;r?[;athcatar‘:hue manigus casian American, pledge my loyalty as represented and in case of any

i Ces can N violation on my part I agree to relinquish any claim or rights to member
ship in the American Gentile Army or association with the Pro-White
American Gentile Party or the Commoner Party.”

Janes Suipp, president Commoner Party, American Gentile Army, etc,, 1946
“The Jew has g place in America. We won’t treat him the way certais
other countries etave. He has place in production. Let him work on th
farms, and haul manure, but let him keep out of government.”

15,000,000 members in the United St
gun and plenty of ammunition,
negroes from this country,”

Hiram W, Evaxs, Imper: i
. » Imperial Wizard of the K
B g, the Ku Klux Klan, wrote ; in
na[ﬁ;n aué‘j;f age t‘I.!:l Ffl:e Theory: “The first essential to ?l)): ;SCJQSB 3 Ifn :
& cftijz@ns particularly of any democracy, is a national unit C; il
e nz?(f;al;epg;c Peaple, ;I'hfey must have common in);ti?lct:n p
: rional 0s€. . . . It follows that an i
of people which is permanently unassimilable to tgeci?)sii}tra'qcrfdo;u%m

of the nation h i
e r as no place in a
unassimilable; no on ; dﬁmocrac}’- s

ates, and every one of them with a pg
+ + « Eventually we must eliminate |

of equality,”
Jesse B. Stonpr, Klea
3 j agle of the Tennesse K
Tbl};ly announced his plans for gettinge riduo?{l'\llx o
d ch ennessee Klan would use gas, electric ch
2 whatever way S¢ems most appropriate,”
06MER _LOOMrs, Jr. said at a street meeting of the Cq
corgia, on October 1, 1946: “We don’t want b
H;::ldyrtj) get out and kill n— 49 Jews.” P
ER Loowmis, Jr., at a Columbja *
gt . N meeting at 198, Whj .
tﬁfof; E:ﬁ"géa,ﬂcn October 3, 1946: “There Is no Cf’ld tolt?]altl .
sh the ballot. If we want 1o bury all n——s in the sand ?f v“vr: ca"lll1 ;.
iy will o

ganize white Gentiles political] —_
t
can pass.law enabling us to burg aﬁ :]E-b—ast i?ihiezmac? SI’ ! " bl

> on July a5,
‘egroes and Jews. He sl
airs, hanging, shooting

lumbians, in Atlanty,
ody to join who's nol

ARTICLE IIT (e). COMPLICITY IN GENOCIDE

We charge with complicity in genocide:
The President of the United States;
The Congress of the United States;
The Supreme Court of the United States;

' : _ i
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The Attorney General of the United States;

The Department of Justice of the United States;

The states and officials of Mississippi, Virginia, North Carolif
South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Arkan
Oklahoma and Texas, all of whom enforce segregation in violat
of the United Nations Charter against the Negro people, thi
fomenting genocide against them, and all of whom employ an in
tutionalized violence, using courts and police, to prevent the politic
or economic advance of the Negro people; \

The Morgan, Rockefeller, Du Pont and Mellon interests whi
dominate (see Appendix) the political and economic life of
South specifically and the United States generally.

Original Southern Klans, Inc. (Georgia);

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan of Florida, Inc.;

Federated Klans of Alabama, Inc.;

Governor James Byrnes, of South Carolina, former Secretary
State and former Supreme Court Justice, for incendiary statement
defending segregation, itself an institution that makes for murds
on the basis of race; ]

Former Governor J. Strom Thurmond of South Carolina, cand
date for President on the States’ Rights (Dixiecrat) ticket in 194!
for white supremacist statements and leadership of a political part!
whose official documents incited to violence against the Negn
people of the United States; .

Governor Fielding L. Wright of Mississippi, candidate for vi
President on the Dixiecrat White supremacist ticket, for the reasons:
cited above and for his part in the murder of the innocent Willi
McGee on the basis of race;

Governor Herman Talmadge of Georgia, for repeated white
premacist statements, some over the radio, inciting to genocide;

Representative John Rankin, Democratic Congressmen from Mis
sissippi, for repeated incitements to violence on the basis of race;

Senator James O. Eastland, Democrat of Mississippi, for repeated
defenses of segregation and other incitements to violence on th
basis of race;

Senator Allen J. Ellender, Democrat of Louisiana, for racist white
supremacist statements tending to incite to violence against the
Negro people.

PART IV

Summary and Prayer

[n which the case is briefly reviewed and prayers ar; made t:)1
the General Assembly for such action as will con Zmn 2‘111115\
prevent the crime of genocide now being committe agai

the Negro people of the United States.




Summary and Prayer

Inere may be debate as to the expediency of condemning the Govern-
ient of the United States for the genocide it practices and permits
upainst the 15,000,000 of its citizens who are Negroes. There can be none
Jbout the existence of the crime. It is an undeniable fact. The United
Niates Government itself, through the Report of the President’s Com-
mittee on Civil Rights quoted earlier, admits the institutionalized Negro
uppression, written into the law, and carried out by police and courts.
It describes it, examines it, surveys it, writes about it, talks about it, and
(lues everything but change it. It both admits it and protects it.

Thus it was easy for your petitioners to offer abundant proof of the
crime, It is everywhere in American life. And yet words and statistics are
but poor things to convey the long agony of the Negro people. We have
proved “killing members of the group”—but the case after case after case
tited does nothing to assuage the helplessness of the innocent Negro
trapped at this instant by police in a cell which will be the scene of his
ileath. We have shown “mental and bodily harm” in violation of Article
Il of the Genocide Convention but this proof can barely indicate the
life-long terror of thousands on thousands of Negroes forced to live under
the menace of official violence, mob law and the Ku Klux Klan. We
have tried to reveal something of the deliberate infliction “on the group of
conditions which bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part”
but this cannot conyey the hopeless despair of those forced by law to
live in conditions of disease and poverty because of race, of birth, of
color. We have shown incitements to commit genocide, shown that a
conspiracy exists to commit it, and now we can only add that an entire
people, not only unprotected by their government but the object of
povernment-inspired violence, reach forth their hands to the General
Assembly in appeal. Three hundred years is a long time to wait. And
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now we ask that world opinion, that the conscience of mankind
symbolized by the General Assembly of the United Nations turn ng
deaf ear to our entreaty.

We plead as patriotic Americans, knowing that any act that can |
in removing the incubus of United States oppression of the Ameri
Negro people from our country is the highest patriotism. The Amerit
Dream was for justice, justice for all men, regardless of race, creed,
color, He who betrays it, betrays our country, betrays the world itself sii
the United States is a power in it for good or for evil.

We speak, too, as world citizens, certain that if the forces of predatd
reaction are allowed to continue their present policies, are allowed
continue a profitable genocide against Americans, the time will
be long removed, the world being what it is, that the same forces w
practice genocide on a wider scale against the nationals of other natiof
So we plead not for ourselves alone but for all mankind. We plead n
only for an end of the crime of genocide against the Negro people |
the United States but we plead, too, for peace.

If the General Assembly acts as the conscience of mankind and ther
fore acts favorably on our petition, it will have served the cause of peae
the protection of which is the fundamental reason for its being. W
recall the words of Mr. Justice Jackson at the Nuremberg trial of tf
Nazi war criminals when he declared that silence in the face of su
crimes would make us a partner of them. We cannot believe that th
General Assembly will not condemn the crimes complained of in thi
petition.

We ask that the General Assembly of the United Nations find an
declare by resolution that the Government of the United States |
guilty of the crime of Genocide against the Negro people of the United
States and that it further demand that the government of the Unite
States stop and prevent the crime of genocide.
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ild peace, for the integrity of the United Nations Charter and th‘:
| faith of the Genocide Convention, that a contracting party fnohc
11Rc our case its own and “call upon the competent organs of t
United Nations to take action. . . & _ B .
I:\ addition we asked in Part II of thlsf petiugn, ar{cdi ngw ::l;t;gnalz;
icabili cide Con
It any dispute as to the applicability of the Genoc _
| T c?‘?r?le hgre alleged be submitted to the Inte.manonal C9urt of Jus
I‘lk i1y accordance with Article IX of the Genocide mee.nn;mil _—
lirom the first it has been emphasized, to use the words of the o
Juriat of the United Nations in a note to the Ad Hoc (?ommx_tltlee% wcon-
idr'ufu:d the Genocide Convention, that “T.he Convention :1 ceven-
Jined not only with punishment of genocide but also with 1ts pr
ﬂ"&-’c ask now, therefore, that the General Assembly take steps to ass;:rﬁ
{liat prevention. And we ask, finally, for whatever other measures fs ;11 !
lie deemed proper by the General Assembly, under the Charter of €

i i ‘on. to assure the safety of
i and the Genocide Convention, Assur _
| ot n doing so it will contribute to

lie Negro people of the United States. |
(e peace of the world.

also demand that the United States immediately take effective steps i
‘carry out and fulfill its international obligations under the Charter and
the Genocide Convention.

In Part II of this petition we asked, and now ask again, for action
under Article VIII of the Genocide Convention which provides that
contracting party can “call upon the competent organs of the United
Nations to take action under’the Charter for the prevention and sups
pression of acts of Genocide.” v

May we express the urgent hope that for the sake of justice and




PART V

Appendix

IncLuping: (1) a case history of violence and illegal acts in the
State of Georgia committed from 1940 through 1950 with the
specific purpose of preventing Negroes from voting; (2) a study
which, with some variation, is typical of other Southern states,
revealing how the charge of “rape” was transformed into a
state instrument for the oppression of the Negro people in the
State of Louisiana; (3) a study of monopoly control of the
South; and (4) a calendar of Congressional action showing its
consistent refusal to act for the protection or welfare of the
Negro people; (5) a selected bibliography.



Document A

DocuMENT A was prepared as an offer of proof in the trial of the United
States of America v. William L. Patterson, executive secretary of the Civil
Rights Congress. It will be recalled that Mr. Patterson was cited for contempi
of Congress after Representative Henderson Lanham of Georgia, acting chair-
man of a Congressional committee investigating lobbying, had called him
“a black son of a bitch” and had attempted to assaulr him,

Although the purpose of the documen: was to show that Congressman
Lanham had been illegally elected under the Fourteenth Amendment, it is
also a social document of unusual worth, revealing how state officials combine
with the Ku Klux Klan, and use the Klan as a quasi-official arm of govern-
ment, to prevent the Negro people from exercising their Constitutional right
to vote.

It is valuable, too, in that it reveals methods and techniques in widespread
use in other states throughout the South.

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

The United States of America
v. Criminal No. 177-50
William L. Patterson

OrFEr oF Proor oN FourTEENTH AMENDMENT PoInT
F
Tue wrrness, Stetson Kennedy, would testify as to the facts showing the
unconstitutional denial or abridgment of the right of a substantial number of
citizens of Georgia to vote in the Congressional elections in that State during
the period 1940 to 1950. These facts are as follows:

1. During this entire period from 1940 to 1948 no one was allowed to
vote in Georgia who had not registered.

2. Election of 1940: The United States Census Bureau’s records show
that in 1940 the total number of citizens in Georgia above the age of 21
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and thus eligible under Section 2 of the F
d ¢ ' ourteenth Amend
sngftéop to vote in Congressional elections was 1,768,96[;€n S
i Sta(t:lal fre(t}urns of the 1940 election in Georgia as reported by the Secretar
i pzpomati?}(:;gcl)? gas 31'2,5%9 votes, In other words, only 17 percent of th
’ :
e 1943,rgla above the age of 21 years succeeded in actuall
3. Election of 1948: Census Bureau records i
_ J reveal th
lat;on ﬁ?f Georgia above the age of 21 years was VE;tSS,;Itg.m B g
r n the ;lectfmn of that year, a total of 365,356 votes were cast, according t
e records of the Secretary of State of Georgia. This was 18 per fgh :
total population above the age of 21. Shammn
ghi‘t-.d I;J:rg;c; I;;lezélgf;:rf méd F/oie:hAccordiélg to Census Bureau records, every
[ gia during the period 1940 to 1948
according to the same source, in 1 e e s
948 82 percent of the whit lati '
the age of 21 years was re s e Nere il
t gistered, and only 18 percent of the N
tion above the age of 21 years had been regi . e
' egistered. The percent f
were considerably lower because of the exist P ime of the Stael
wer ence at th i
polltax law, and the inviolate status of the white p;mar;t. e of the S

th;rl;?z;rggc?éc: a\ndf [é::centlagels) indicate that an overwhelming majority of
: izens of Georgia above the age of 21 di i i
to ’}?lte in Congressional elections. . il ot exseon: e 0
. t}elcwfll;:;izsl-iii I;frmrsttcd to tcsti?, would establish that the failure to exer
y Negroes as aforesaid was due t deni idgh
ment of their right to do so a e e e
) nd that there w h i
i 3 o d 2 i ere three chief causes for thi
Se::;(li or i-‘f:b'nldgm'em' First, direct action by officials of the State of G:orﬂ;::
acennl :strcm actmr; by the Democratic Party of the State of Georgia acgn,
Drganizatio::ncn(; of that State; and, .third, the notorious action of’privatg
ey and corporate powers acting with the actual or implied i
of the State of Georgia. He would testify that: s g

5. As to the first cause, official action b
) ; ( y the State of Georgi
in the denial or abridgment of the right of citizens above :E;aalglzs oI;fES:Iltig

vote in Congressional elections in th i
g bt in that State in the decade from 1940 to 1950

Eg% }I’.olltax legislation;

ntentional refusal on th i i
qu(ali)ﬁe'fd‘hNegm 6ias on the part of the election registrars to register

c e purging by officials of Georgia of th i
Ne(%ro }I'c';:ers from the registration rolls irig Gegrgia;e e of qeiog
" ;)md ri ;:ﬁi:gegeof lt:‘glsllitiﬁl:l in Georgia abolishing all registration
e-registrat iti i i

vote, and giving virtually I;gnlir::i:::ll gfss:z::iz;ns i quahﬁ_cd o
to deny the voting right of any citizen, et N

6. That the rules, regulations and primaries of the Democratic Party in

the State of Georgia constitute i
an integral part of the electi i
t};ix?;?te ezlmd‘ thatfParty has acted as an agent of the State iﬁntl':gaccc})l;giryt 0:
E')c s go t:cnfonsi1 or Congressional candidates in that State; that by rul g
oy ns of that Party in effect during the period 15;40 thrgughesrgféd
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bited from voting in the Democratic primaries; and that,
an Congressional primary held in the State of
icipation by Negro citizens above
in Georgia during this

Negroes were prohi
since there was no Republic
Georgia during said period, there was no part
the age of 21 in the Congressional primaries held
period.

7. That private and corporate organizations such as the Ku Klux Klan,
Inc. and the Columbians, Inc. had the official approval and assistance of the
public officials of the State of Georgia during the decade 1940 to 1950 and
with the sanction of said State engaged in terroristic activities which created
such fear and intimidation among qualified Negro citizens of the State of
Georgia, as well as clection registrars of said State, as to prevent and preclude
any cffective registration and voting on the part of large postions of the Negre
citizens of that State in the Congressional elections in Georgia in the decade
1940 to 1950.

8. That the following chronological compendium itemizing overt threats
cross-burnings, masked parades, floggings, lynchings, purges, and other act
of discrimination and violence against the Negro people of Georgia, wert
committed during the period 1943 through 1948 with the intent and/or effec
of preventing eligible Negro inhabitants of Georgia from exercising thei!
right to vote in Congressional elections; that many of the incidents itemizec
were personally investigated by the witness for the Georgia Department 0
[.aw; and that many others (sources indicated) were widely published through
out the State in the daily and weekly press, and thus by virtue of such pub
lication served as a deterrent to voting by Negroes, not only in the local
where each such act took place, but throughout the State:

PORTERDALE, December 10, 1943- “Christian Democracy and White St
premacy are the greatest things which should emerge from this terribl
catastrophe,” ex-governor Eugene Talmadge said with reference to Worl
War 1L, Talmadge was speaking as guest of honor at the annual klonklay
of the Porterdale klavern of the Ku Klux Klan, held in Porter Memori
Auditorium owned by the Bibb Manufacturing Company (textile chain
Among those present were James A. Colescott, Imperial Wizard of tl
KKK: Dr. Samuel Green, Grand Dragon of the Georgia Klan; Haro
S. Gates, Exalted Cyclops of the Porterdale Klan; George Hamilton, Tre:
urer of the State of Georgia; Pat Campbell, member of the state legislatu
from Newton County; Zach Cravey, fish and game commissioner unc
Talmadge’s administration; and Johnny Goodwin, formerly Talmadg
highway patrol chief, personal bodyguard, and then leader of the Vigilant
Inc. Event given statewide publicity by Auanta Constitution, Deceml
18, 1043.

ATLANTA, January 31, 1944. “We the People” granted corporate char
by State of Gebrgia. Attorney for incorporators, Vester Ownby, longti
Exalted Cyclops of Atlanta Klan Klavern 207. Members bound by oath
uphold “white supremacy.” Notice of founding published in Talmad;
Statesman. Also given statewide publicity by the Atlanta Journal and Atla
Constitution, February 1, 1944.

ATLANTA, May 5, 1944. “Fact Finders, Inc” given charter by State
Georgia. Group berated Klan for “disbanding at a time when most need
and attacked ministers who wanted to “give a break to the Negro and Je

Atlanta Constitution, May 6, 1944.
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ATLANTA, 1946. With the tacit consent of Imperial Wizard James A,
Colescott, who was then in retirement in Miami, Grand Dragon Samuel
Green undertook the Postwar reorganization of the Klan, using all of ity
patented and copyrighted regalia, ritual, and effects. Among the latter is g
32-page edict titled “Negro Suffrage—Tts False Theory,” which says in party
“The legal equality of the Negro, as established by the Fifteenth Amend:

for all concerned. The best that can pessibly be said for Negro suffrage i
that it was a mistaken application of a perverted idealism which has so far
done little serious harm because it is not practiced in the sections where it
would be effective. . ., . The Declaration of Independence states clearly what
are mankind’s ‘inalienable rights.” Tt lists them as ‘life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness.” It does nos list votes for unfit persons

as a prelimi.
nhary to seeing through the fog which surrounds the negro question.”

CONYERS, 1946, The Commoner Party, founded in 1945 by James Shipp,
a Klansman, distributed widely throughout Georgia its 64-page Program,
including a section as follows: *4 Double Standard Voting Franchise. The
Commoner Party demands repeal of the 15th Amendment to the Federal
Constitution and the reduction of the Negro race to citizenship without the
right of franchise. The 15th Amendment was a war spite measure, and the
Commoner Party demands that the following be substituted for it: “The
right to vote and to hold office shall be limited to white people who are
citizens of the United States of America, and to other racial individuals
who can qualify under the franchise standard fixed by the Constitution and
Acts of Congress.”” The Commoners would then have Congress empower
the states to set up franchise courts, where all Negroes, as well as any
whites who might he challenged “by a public official designated for that pur-
pose,” would be required to pass stringent tests.

GAINESVILLE, January 28, 1946. Klansmen from all over Georgia staged a
masked parade and burned three crosses in the Negro section, City fire chief
served as coordinator. Report to Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI).

ATLANTA Klavern No. 297, February 2, 1946. Exalted Cyclops Sam Roper
announced he had awritten Roy Harris, speaker of the Georgia legislature,
congratulating him for having defeated a constitutional amendment which
would have permitted Governor Ellis Arnall to run for a second term, Harris
replied that he was “100 percent for what the Klan believed in,” Roper
reported. Report to GBI

ATLANTA Klavern No, 297, February 14, 1946. Floggings and lynchings
recommended as solution to “n— problem”; all Klansmen urged to carry
Wweapons while engaged in Klan demonstrations, Report to GBI.

ATLANTA Klavern No,. 297, March 4, 1946. Exalted Cyclops Roper said all.
out Klan support would be given campaign of Eugene Talmadge for gov-

to re-appoint him

_ the state highway patrol. Report to GBI,
ATLANTA Klavern No. 297, April 1, 1946, Cyclops Roper reported that he
had conferred with gubernatorial candidate Eugene Tal

means of keeping Georgia Negroes from voling,

-

madge on ways and
and that Talmadge had
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ieplied by writing the word “Pistols” on a scrap o‘f‘ paper. IZ?’p?r m[?lcii{i
(]1}1)t Talmadge had promised to give the Klan a “free han mnaceg .
|ic‘)ting that might develop while he ;:zias golvdernor.klttwlzfaj:rr;m:g? 4 1
eak a
"Brother Klansman Judge Luke Arnold would sp o i o
P icoond § Ak b 2v§:sztfgnkgzl§w§flgrg§and Dragon Samuel
B s g is in Augusta, in which Harris invited
i house speaker Roy Harris in Augusta, ' ;
l (Ki;ﬁnl:a[(liirs C::l(l) disIc)uss with him the prospect of getting the 1eg1f51€11§t;:rei I]!:o
' convene itself to adopt a white primary law, and other means o ping
ing. Report to GBI
| A'Fiiﬁtzls‘jrol?lazzﬁjgNo.ego April 8, rg46. Grand Draégofr[::t1 Green ;ﬁgogii
e 1 d to sweep out of office every
* that Talmadge had promised if electe ko ihes getione o
i lieve in “white supremacy and 100 percent Ames 3
11,‘[‘1051ot0bz;§:12n Dixie was attacked as “purely political, emdI Of_or t,lzz
s ail)ld the Jew,” “The KKK is declarmg” war on the C : »:{c;ns
Il-'—rto nip their Operation Dixie in the bud,” Green said. Agp ma}élan
l pl':orm§8 newpmemberships and 37 reinstatements were attributed to
” i BI.
i i Imadge campaign. Report to G _— .
| TLANTA thle = mli‘o% 1 ApEz'l 15, 1946. A poem “White Georgia Thanl‘{s
e e }F 31‘5“1” ' read from Talmadge’s Statesman. Klansmen in
e e i is' Cracker Party, which, like
Augusta to be urged to support Roy Ham? el e 2
Talmadge, is pledged to repeal all primary laws 1 11\)/1 | pap g
' the ‘white primary. Klansmen also urgec}l].to supporl;10 ;;an’t T
i r, as a "100-percent white man w [
| ::Cme?a‘:'l;tegso:;srtn?or him.” Press reports read quoting Cthcn Add]%tiiit—ggzgi
i i ith reference to U.S. Supreme Court deci
| i:rhlifg:np:islnsa?i?;g:‘]‘?}:ere Es a remedy, and wc,should be cogr}:;lgeous enough
to follow the example set by our forefathers. ReportR to s PR
ATLANTA Klavern No. 297, April 18, 1946. Cyclops Oﬁjemansmm ik mas
| orted to be a letter from Talmadge calling upon all Kl i
{":;ZE to get out and work for him “to save Georgia and white supremacy.
R B,
/\':'{Eﬁ}ﬁ'ﬂz GApfz‘l 22, 1946. A mimeographed call went l\'(/)[ut tctJa:all ilsﬁir;e;
i . : demonstration at Stone Mountain ;
urging them to attend a mass dei g e ey o
‘ saying i 2 is calling every white Ma
| t‘2?ficlsntgh;nﬁgﬁ:t-VVfE:&-IIIn'I‘EfZlCaSU1"‘REIV[F%C§L’ is threatened on every hand. YOU
i ;
1 ) FAIL.” Report to GBL
\E{XEIET\I’IQJ’XT Klavern N&I)J. 1, April 29, 1946, Dragop Greerll wa’f‘nfd é_hit
( b e Jews, unionists, and Communists” were 1'mlted against Talma Sgh,
‘ nc] hr’t the Klan would have to work hard to m‘sure‘hls victory in '}f
l KTD » aIul 17 primary. Efforts to defeat Senator Bilbo in MlSSlss,}p% Wit
ﬁengrrtl)gvotei would be met “with all the strength the Klan has,” Dragon
! %;?E Si/iIc(!jé{;TpToXItNo,G]\}?Ii.y 9, 1946. Some 1,000 %HSH}EHTLIE a r;)];::;ci
r i new members from all over Georgia. This wa
| %5?:[[11’1 : IlFi(rsltn C:E;jticrl %(;(;twar crossburning demonstration. Associated Press,
Lyt Attend up to 250 as a result
: rn No. 1, June 3, 1946. Attendance up E _
AT?J.;::I\L’EAMIjﬁ;Z;E demonstration. Dragon Grcen. read press Sto,l;eis qL(ljotmg
OT 1 Od ¢ as saying he wanted “all white Georgians to be for 3 aTmIa gg—;
Vz:tl}?erg Ku Klux, Catholics, or Jews.” Green swore that if Talmadg
v e
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:;eréBe;ected “no n——r will vote in a Georgia white primary again.” Repill

rcsolutior} adopted the previous week by a regional convention of the Al
condemning 4 “secret, three-letter hate group,” was not aimed at the KK
as reported by the press, but was directed against the CIO’s PAC. Thi§
explanation l_]ad been obtained by Hoke Gewinner, chairman of the Khlll‘\‘l
OW? qum:ttee to Inves‘tigate UnAmerican Activities, who received the
f;;pég?‘twn from an official at the AFL’s southern Headquarters. Repulh

SV“‘/AIINSBORO, July 11, 1946. In a statewide radio address, Talmadge salil
Wise Negroes will stay away from the white folk’s ballot boxes on July 17:
We are the true friends of the Negroes, always have been, and alwayh
will be as long as they stay in the definite place we have provided fil
them,” Associated Press, July 11, 1946.

EATONVILLE, July 11, 1946. W. S. Hooten, chairman of the board of
registrars, announced that 20 per cent of Putnam County’s Negro registratis
had been purged “on grounds of incompetence due to lack of education
mteillgence, or character.” The purge procedure which then swept acruli.
Georgia consisted of pro-Talmadge registrars serving thousands of Negiu
registrants with sheriff’s summonses to appear (during working hours) (i
show cause” why they should not be dropped for “illiteracy, criminl
record, bad character,” ete. All who failed to appear were automatically
purged. Adlanta Constitution, July 12, 1046. ‘

ELLAVILLE. Fifty percent of the county’s Negro registrants were purged
When some registrars resigned, new ones were appointed by Superior Cmu‘ll-
Judge W. H. Harper, and the purge continued. Atanta Constitution, July
12, 1946, ‘

GAINESVILLE. Twenty-five percent of the Negro registrants were challenged
by attorney Frapk B. Stow. Arlanta Constitution, July 12, 1946. '

ATLANTA. During June, 1946, eighty-one Negro registrants were challenged
by attorney Ik'e Wingrow (who in 1940 had represented the East Point
Klan floggers in their clemency hearing before Talmadge). A#anta Con
stitution.

BAXLEY. During June, 1946, in a_hearing involving 400 challenged Negra
registrants, the four white complainants were asked to be moare speci[icl'
whereupon they amended their charge to claim that the Negroes “had not
taken the proper oath.” When the Negroes attorney asked for a postpone:
ment E{O review this new charge, he was granted five hours. When h.c
?;ic;ztm;?:f offer, the board ordered all the Negroes purged. Atlanta

COLQUITT COUNTY. During June, 1946, when C. F. McLendon, chair
man of the board of registrars, objected to the purging of 8ao Neg’roes( a
group of spectators petitioned Superior Court Judge C. H. Dukes to flr:-
McLendon. Judge Dukes did so, “in order to expedite the hearings.” Atlanta
Constitution. l i

SPAULDING COUNTY. During ecarly July, 1946, after 180 Negroes had
been purged, further purging was postponed when C. R. Fossett, who had
made the challenges, admitted he had done so solely on the basis of ti}c
Negroes” handwriting, Aianta Constitusion.

LAMAR COUNTY. Early in July, 1946, one hundred Negroes purged, 150

ATLANTA Klavern No. 1, June 1o, 1946. Dragon Green explained tlmlps
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more challenged. Arlanta Constitution.

WOULTRIE. Early in July, 1946, two hundred and ninety-four Negroes were
(hallenged, but Registrar Bert Clark resigned after the fourth Negro had
been called up; and the chairman adjourned the hearing because “There
\cems to be a difference of opinion as to what constitutes a person qualified
w0 vote,” Atlanta Constitution.

\'PLING COUNTY. On July 10, 1946, a week before the primary, U.S.
Distriet Judge Frank H. Scarlett issued an order halting further purging in
Atkinson, Ben Hill, Pierce, and Coffee Counties, and ordered the rein-
watement of 8oo Negroes who had been purged in Appling County. The

| National Association for the Advancement of Colored People had charged

that more than 20,000 Negro registrants had been challenged in the state-

b wide purge, and had demanded that the U.S. Departiment of Justice take

l \ction. However, the Department decided to maintain a “hands off” policy.

(Georgians were keenly aware that Senator Theodore Bilbo in a radio

) udress at Jackson, Mississippi, on June 22 had called upon “every red-

207

Mooded American in Mississippi to resort to any means at their command”
(o prevent Negroes from voting and that he had been re-elected over-
] whelmingly.) Addanta Constitution.
UIDARTOWN, July 1o, 1946. Four hundred and ninety-nine Negro regis-
[ lrants were challenged. A#lanta Constitution.
{OCHRAN, July 12, 1946. In a radio address Talmadge charged that U.S.
’ District Attorneys were intimidating white people, and said, “Maybe it
would not be inappropriate to warn some of these fellows to be careful. .. ¥
. He repeated his warning to Negroes to stay away from the polls, “for neither
ihe U.S. Attorneys nor Jimmy Carmichael (his opponent) will have a
' corporal guard to back them up.” Associated Press, Tuly 12, 1946.
II1ZGERALD, July 16, 1946. Notices were tacked on the doors of Negro
thurches reading “The first n——r who votes in Georgia will be a dead
it Atlanta Constitution, July 17, 1946.
UREENVILLE, fuly 16, r946. A fiery cross was burned (election eve ).
l Itlania Constitution, July 17, 1946.
lIHLA, July 16, 1946. A fiery cross was burned. Adanta Constitution, July
17, 1946,
LULA, July 17, r946. No Negroes voted, nor came to town to meet the
mail train as was their custom. Axlanta Constitution, July 18, 1946.
| MANCHESTER, July 17, 1946. A state senator picketed the polls with a
shotgun as a warning to Negroes not to vote. Atlanta Constitution, July
| i, 1946.
i'.lv.()RGIA, July 17, 1946. In many cities Negroes,land Negroes only, were
arrested early on election day, on charges of carrying “dummy ballots” and
other alleged infringemefits of election laws. Stories of these arrests appeared
in afternoon papers across the state, and served as an effective deterrent
to Negro voting. Atlanta Constitution, July 18, 1946.
(FORGIA, July 17, 1946. Talmadge elected governor; pledges to preserve
white primary by following lead of South Carolina, which abolished all
‘ statutory references to primaries in the hope of circumventing Supreme
Court ruling that primaries had become instrumentalities of government.
Atlanta Constitution, July 18, 1946. :
\TLANTA, August 8, 1946, Columbians, Inc, granted corporate charter by
State of Georgia. Attorney for incorporators Vester Ownby, founder of
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We the People, Inc., former Cyclops of Klan Klavern 207. James L. §
founder of Commoner Party and American Gentile Army, Columbian |
5. Ira Jett, Columbian No. 6, a member of KKK’s Klavalier Klub
squad. Hoke Gewinner, Columbian No. 9 and chief recruiter, chairh
KKK’s UnAmerican Kommittee. Arlanta Journal, August g, 1946.

ATLANTA, August 26, 1946. Hoke Gewinner, speaking from sound
Columbian street meeting in front of Exposition Cotton Mills, called
organization on a block and precinct basis to “combat n——r bloc votin
and said: “There are just two ways to fight these things—with ballots
with bullets. We are going to try ballots first.” Report to GBI.

ATLANTA, October 3, 1946, Homer Loomis, Columbjan leader, at a pul
meeting held in Klan Klavern No, 1 at 1987, Whitehall Street, sl
“Nowadays we hear a lot of talk about ‘Let’s give the n——r polit
equality, but not social equality.” But don’t you know that, given polit
equality, one-third of the Georgia legislature would be black ?* (Columbij
a brownshirt terrorist band which, in addition to discouraging Ney
voting, established armed patrols to maintain racial residentia] zonil
Their blackjacking of Negroes and dynamiting of Negro homes wi
widely publicized throughout Georgia.) Columbian public meetings
also held in the Dallas courthouse, arrangements being made by state leg]
lator R. E. L. Whitworth, holder of Columbian card No, 5109; and at i
Fairburn courthouse.) Report to GBI,

ATLANTA, October 8, 1946. West End Cooperative Corporation issued §
charter by State of Georgia. Founded by Joseph M. Wallace, chairman of
the KKK’s Housing Kommittee and member of Klavern 297. Accordis
to reports made by Wallace to the Klan, WECC designed to serve as frofl
for terrorizing Negroes who sought to establish homes in “white” neighbot
hoods; the Klan’s Housing Kommittee to be called on for direct action
when necessary. WECC published weekly West End Facts, containing
such statements as the following: “Southern Whites occupying that supel
position assigned them by the Creator are justifiably hostile to any rage
that attempts to drag them down to its own level! Therefore let the Neg
be wise in leaving the ballot in the hands of a dominant sympathetic rage!
since he is far better off as a political eunuch in the house of his friends,
than a voter rampant in the halls of his enemies!” Similar sentiments voiced
at WECC mass meetings. Report to GBI.

ATLANTA, November 18, 1946. Herman Talmadge was featured speakef !
at a birthday party given by the Klan for Dragon Green in the city audic
torium. Klan guards triple-checked all guests, who numbered 1,500. Tl
madge was introduced as “the son of an illustrious father, who has the
courage of his convictions and is ready to fight for the preservation of ouf
American traditions against Communists, foreign agitators, Negroes, Catho
lies, and Jews.” Talmadge said he was “glad of the opportunity to speak
to organizations like this,” which he said are “destined to save Americﬂl
for Americans.” He went on to say: “Your organization through its power
and influence was of tremendous assistance in clecting my father, My fathes
and I were among the first to point out the dangers of Negro voting, pap
ticularly since they are easily controlled by a shrewder race.” Talmad
culogized Dragon Green as a “splendid American of spotless character,”
Green spoke and conclpded: “T believe in the Ku Klux Klan, and will

-
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light for it and white supremacy with the last drop of my blood.” Report
to GBI

AILANTA, December 20, 1946. Eugene Talmadge died, 21 days before he

was to have been inaugurated governor. Associated Press, December 2o,
1046.

| ATLANTA Klavern No. 1, January 6, 1947. Klan support was pledged to

: lmadge governor in his father’s stead as “the only hope for white
!.I:l;)l::mTaEcly ian chErgia.” A petition to this effect was launched w1tlh about
0o signatures from Klavern No. 1, to be circulated among all Klansmen
| ia. rt to GBL )

A'I[I']Lglsio'}gif ]I.::;gzry 12, 1947. The Georgia legislature, dommatcdhby pro-
Talmadge forces, refused to swear in lieutenant governor M. E. T ompscig
15 Talmadge’s successor. Instead, it became clear that the legislature woul
name Talmadge’s son Herman, who had received 697 write-in vo;es hm
the general election (as the result of a last-minute drive inspired Ey is
father’s illness) as governor. To strengthen the hand of the Talmadge orce.:-i,
the Klan sent out a statewide call for Klansmen to come to Adanta a.nl
pack the galleries. Klan stickers (see Exhibit Q) appeared on the Capito]
walls and the office of Governor Ellis Arnall. Associated Press, January 12,

i A';:I)ilel\ITA, January 15, 1947. In a 2 AM. vote, the legislature named

Talmadge governor of Georgia, after hearing legislators such as
:Cl‘t;rgl aéjrowe say %n %hc assembly floor, “We are not going to turn Georgia
over to n——rs, Rosenwalds, and Wallaces.” A#lanta Constitution, January
A'II'?:;]%‘}T?;’&, January 16, 1947. Marvin Griffin, t_msuccessful Klan-backcg
candidate for lieutenant governor, was named adjutant by Talmadge, anc
proceeded under cover of darkness to replace the 105:1; on the gm‘r‘ernorl s
office. Arnall, locked out, declared that Talrnadgc"s’ claim was l?ased purch ¥y
on inheritance, but Georgia is not a moqarchy. Arnall insisted th.‘_lt e
would continue to serve as governor until Thompson was sworn in to
replace him. To this Talmadge in a statewide broadcast said: i There’s a
n——r named Father Divine in New York City w}no thinks he’s (7}od, but
: 't make him God.” Adanta Constitution, January 17, 1947.
A'II]'}?RI(EI?FA, March 19, 1947. Georgia’s supreme court rulf:d Talmadge ou;,
and Thompson in. Leaving the governor’s office with Bible in hand, Ta1 -
madge said, “This case will be taken to the court of last resort, the people
of Georgia.” Atlanta Constitution, March 20, 1947. 1
ATLANTA Klavern No. 1, March 24, 1947. Dragon Green ordered all K alnsr
men to begin campaigning for Talmadge for governor in the 1948 elec-
tion. The Klansmen were ordered to “appeal even to Cathohc‘s and Jews
on the basis of white supremacy, but don’t let them Enow you're a Klans-
man, because they kow we are sworn against them. chort to GBI.b
MILLEDGEVILLE, April rq, 1947. Klan chartered with 147 members,
headed by Reverend Bomer as Exalted Cyclops. Report to GBI "
ITANCOCK COUNTY, May 5, 1947. A Klansman named Phillips from é is
county, speaking in Atlanta Klavern No. 1, said Npg‘roes corllz?tut:h a
majority in his county, and consequently he was organizing the Klan there
as the only means of keeping them disfranchised. Report to GBL

] McRAE, Augusz 21, 1947. George Mobley, white, was beaten after attend-

ing an anti-Talmadge political rally here in Talmadge’s home town, Asked
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why he didn’t swear out warrants, Mobley replied, “After all, T ha

any court to go to, nor do I have a sheriff to go to.” il
August 22, 1947. go to" Atlanta Constiti

MACON, November 17,
Green, in response to a
uled for Macon would
November 18, 1947,

GAI(li\TESVILLE,. Nayembef_f 29, 1947. Statewide klavalkade staged with g

2 ._?li cross-burning at Chicopee ‘Mill Village. Report to GBI,
{ ACII\I'fTA, December 7, 1947. Inflammatory Klan posters appeared, cal
or defeat of May(‘n‘r Hartsfield for having employed Negro police, |
uli]gmg clection of “decent men who are not afrajd of pressure from
](:: Vf.r:;]berc of Coqlmeécs, the CIO, Georgia Academy of Social Scien

1 ommunit i i & '
Dot b Ig:;'y uncil, and Communist groups.” Atlanta [Joury

DOhU(f;LAqu January 1, 1948. The Atlanta Constitution prominently reporisl
; ]e[ act that :)f the 10,500 Coffee County citizens qualified to vote in

ATO owing day’s primary, only 175 were Negroes (Exhibit E). ¥
KII.,ANTA 'K],aver_n No. 1, January s, 1948. “The No. 1 job of all Geo

ansmen in ‘48 is the election of Herman Talmadge as governor,” Drag
Sreen said. To ttfllls end, he promised a “hot year,” :

most every night.” He called for the total “Kluxing” of Georgi ugh
the es_tabhshmenF of at least one KKK Klavern in egac}? of et?lzglsiattt'? \

" ;OUI'IEICS by the time of the September 8th primary. Report to GBI, |
KIFANTA Klavern No. 1, February 2, 1948. Dragon Green ordered
Klansrpcg to conduct h.OuSE to house canvasses for Talmadge, saying, “Tl
E acr;lBlIs, oing a good job that way for Ed Crump in Tennessee.” Repail |
LAKEhVIEW, February 3, 1948. Cross burned before home of high schaul
coach Walter Bowland, “I'm afraid of the Ku Klux, and would advise
to do whatever they tell you,” the sheriff said. Bowland was fired by the
;oulr;tys school board, and forced to leave town, Associated Press Februaﬂ’
1 4 ) 2 4
S\Z/gl?fblig)l{lg, February d4, 194(:15’. Cross burned on courthouse lawn -a. il
( uxers staged parade. G ed 10
halt t}ge demonstration, repliléd, “Ticaow of no law £or seppiners ol

assembly.” The mayor claimed the Klansmen wer i

: e non-residents;
the Swainsboro klavern was chartered March 24, 1947 r'.cvsilthcnrt:’é accl'tl:::wf
members. Associated Press, February 4, 1948. , L

SAVANNAH, February 14, 1948. A Fed j indict twil
Dodge, Gty o tJ;arqst 94 ederal grand jury refused to indict twi

h d . . -

voting lise (Bt o charged with purging 1,300 Negroes from the
CORDON,_Marc/z I, 1948. Klansmen burned cross on courthouse lawn oy
Wt%ve of primary. Aslanta Constitution, March 2, 10948, ‘
IGI—gTS\}#l‘ILLE, March 2, 1948. Three hundred robed Klansmen paraded
around Jo nson County square, burned cross on courthouse lawn on elec.
tion eve. Said Dragon Green: “Whenever the Negro takes his place at the

1947. Police chief Ben Watkins assured Drd
Klan demand, that a Progressive Party rally sl
be segregated by law officers. Adlanta Constitub

el

with “something doiilj

I'know of no law for stopping a peaceabll.l

side of white men through the force of Federal bayonets, blood will flow

in the streets of the South.” There were 5,200 whites ;'egistered in the

g)unty, and 400 Negroes, out of a total Negro population of 4,500 (Exhibit |
). No Negroes voted the next day. (Two weeks earlicr’tha- Johnson

']
-
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County Democratic Committee adopted an oath requiring all voters to
pledge allegiance to segregation laws; but the oath was dropped following
the adverse decision by Federal Judge Waites Waring in South Carolina.;
Atlanta Constitution, March 3, 1948,
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{OLUMBUS, March 12, 1948. Klan staged robed klavalkades to Pine Moun-

tain cross-burning ceremony. Adlanta Constitution, March 15, 1948. (Ex-
hibit W.)

JACKSON, March 22, 1948. Newspapers reported that the Klan planned a

idlemonstration on eve of Butts County primary.

ILFFERSONVILLE, March 20, 1948. Crosses burned on courthouse lawn on

Saturday and Sunday nights before Jefferson County primary Monday.
small coffins labeled “KKK” also placed on Negroes’ doorsteps. Only 150
Negroes voted. (Exhibit U.) A#anta Constitution, March 21, 1948.

" LONERS, March 23, 1948. Four crosses burned on eve of Rockdale County

primary. One cross bore placard reading, “This cross burned with county
fuel 0il.” Of the 3,600 registrants in county, only 240 were Negroes. (Exhibit
1.) Atlanta Constitution, March 24, 1948.

| AWRENCEVILLE, March 23, 1948. Cross burned on eve of Gwinnett

County primary. Of 12,000 registrants, only 8co were Negroes, Atlanta
Constitution, March 24, 1948,

COLUMBUS, April 8, 1948. KKK “white supremacy” propaganda leaflets

dropped from airplane over Negro neighborhoods on eve of primary. Re-
port to GBI

AUGUSTA, April 13, 1948. In a robed ceremony conducted in municipal

park building from which public was barred, Klan inducted roo new mem-
bers. Atlanta Constitution, April 14, 1948.

ATLANTA, April 15, 1948. Joe Berry, 23-year old white war veteran, was

flogged by Klan’s “Black Raiders.” Investigation revealed the Raiders had

also flogged L. J. Martin, white carpenter of Atlanta, and Mary and Limon

Gates, Negroes, of South Georgia. Atlanta Journal, April 16, 1948.

AURENS COUNTY, May 20, 1948. Eight Negro citizens—including four
college graduates, three ministers, and a school teacher—sued for $440,000
damages for having been purged from the voting list. Named as defendants
were Superior Court Judge Earl Camp; State Legislator Herschel Lovett:
two candidates for the Georgia Senate; and members of the board of
registrars and county commission. Since November, 1,800 Negroes, repre-
senting %5 percent of the county’s Negro registrants, had been purged.
(Exhibit D.) Atlanta Constitution, May 29, 1948,

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, May 27, 1948. Scorched bits of paper were
mailed to Negroes the day before election, reading: “U beter stay at work
tomorro—kkk.” Report to GBL

ATLANTA Klavern No. 1, June 7, 1948. Klectoken initiation fee reduced
from $10 to $5 & facilitate Klan-building for political purposes. Mass
demonstration announced for Stone Mountain July 23, reported 100,000
announcements sent out. Dragon Green reported $25,000 set aside for re-
printing Ideals of the Ku Klux Klan, which says in part: “This is a
White Man’s organization, exalting the Caucasian Race and teaching the
doctrine of White Supremacy. . . . This is a Gentile organization, and as
such has as its mission the interpretation of the highest ideals of the White,
Gentile peoples....Qur forefathers founded this as a Protestant country
and .,.our purpose is to reestablish and maintain it as such....This
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Republic was established by White Men. It was established for W
Men. Every effort to wrest from White Men the management of its a
in order to transfer it to the control of blacks or any other color, or to pe
them.to share in its control, is an invasion of our sacred const’itutional
rogatives and a violation of divinely established laws. One of the sad
in American political life is the readiness of so many politicians to sell
noble white birthright for a mess of black pottage. They would betra
race in ordcr‘to win a few black votes. We would not rob the colorcdy
lation of thc.lr rights, but we demand that they respect the rights of
White Race in whose country they are permitted to reside. When it copiih

to the point that they cannot and will not respect those rights, they mil ‘ HULLOCK COUNTY, September 7,
fur

be reminded that this is a White Man’s country, so that they will seek

themselves a country more agreeable to their tastes and aspirations.” Repal | VALDOSTA, September 7, 1948. Two crosses

to GBI.

AT;..ANTA, Klavern No. 1, ]un; 14, 1948. Dragon Green announced thill
the goal of at least one klavern in each of Georgia’s 159 counties before th
September 8 primary had already been reached. Report to GBI
MﬁCON, June 14, 1%4% Cross burned in front of home of Dr. D. W, Waltay,
egro supporter of Progressive Party. A#lanta Constitution, June 15, 1
HAPEVILLE, June 18, 1948. Cross burned in front of, andIshotgl?;l l‘:“ l
over, a private home. Atlanta Constitution, June 19, 1948,
CC;{I}.UMBUS‘,, June 28, 1948. Cox.'poratc charter granted “Original Southem
ans, Inc.” by State of Georgia, through Secretary of State Ben Fortyull
and Judge T_. Hicks ForF. The latter, who keynotes Talmadge conventiof
of the ”Georgta Democratic Party, said he could “find no evidence of illegil
intent.” The newly-incorporated Klan opened an office in Columbus wf:h
a neon sign, and at a public demonstration and crossburning said it wi
d_cliedu'a{ed to the defen.stl: of Protestant Americanism, white supremacy, anil
( E?Xh;?{;ize;.t;on of political dominance of any inferior minority group®
IVLI"\&JCON,P]ane 30, 1548. Cross burned in front of home of Larkin Marshall
egro Pro, i J
}u})% ° Ig:.f,gl:&s!;lvc arty candidate for the U.S. Senate. Arlanta Constitution, ‘
STONE MOUNTAIN, July 23, 1948. Three thousand robed Klansmen, call
vening in cars from all over Georgia and 14 other states, inducted 700 new
rcr;:.embtlfrs under a 3o-foot fiery cross. Talmadge stickers on majority of |
corgia cars. Dragon Green extolled Talmadge as “the only man in the
gubernatorial race. who believes 100 percent in white supremacy.” The |
Dragon said again that blood would flow in the streets if Federal civil ri hi
laws are enacted. Arlanta Journal, Tuly 24, 1948. 1
COﬁ_UI‘I;/IIBIA, 5. C., August 9, 1948. On the eve of the Democratic primary
the Klan burned fiery crosses in front of a Negro church where a meetinuI
was in i soti ] ]
= I(’)‘}Eﬁjmgress on the mechanics of voting., Pittsburgh Courier, Auguil
R%SSVILLE., August 21, 1948. A crowd of 7,000 turned out to sec a Klin
emonstration featuring robed horses. “No law that will ever be drafted
will make us accept the Negroes as our equals,” Dragon Green said. "‘" '

it is tried, the grandsons of Klan members who routed the car

i ' ‘ th
in 1860 will do the same job over again.” Associated Press Augusilagg:a. |
» 5 i

SANDERSVILLE, September 1, 1948. Dragon Green told a gathering of |
several thousand Klansmen that “The Klan is only interested in preserving

]
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white supremacy, which is based on the fact that the white man is a
natural-born leader.” Associated Press, September 1, 1948.
'ALLAHASSEE, Fla.,, September 1, 1948. A central Florida Klan Klaval-
klade touched off twelve crosses in twelve Negro communities. Assoctated
Press, September 1, 1948.
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(IRIFFIN, September 6, 1948. Two days before election, 558 Negroes purged

from voting list. Adanta Constitution, September 7, 1948.

VRRY, September 7, 1948. Crosses burned on election eve. Atlanta Consii-
tution, September 8, 1948.

1948. Miniature coffins labelled “KKK”

appeared on Negroes' doorsteps. Adanta Constitution, September 8, 1948.

burned in Negro sections;

“KKK” coffins placed on Negro doorsteps. Atlanta Constitution, Septem-
ber 8, 1948,

AUGUSTA, September 8, 1948. Election officials handling Negro voting at
segregated booths slowed voting to less than one per fifteen minutes by asking
all manner of questions. (Exhibit X.) Atlanta Constitution, September o,
1948.

J\'I'SANTA, September 8, 1948. Here and elsewhere in state, Negroes ar-
rested early on election day for carrying “dummy ballots” and other alleged
infringements, the arrests and news stories in afternoon papers deterring
many Negro voters. Atlanta Journal, September 8, 1948.

ATLANTA, September 8, 1948. Herman Talmadge elected governor. “The
people of Georgia have spoken in no uncertain terms of what they think
of the so-called civil rights program,” he said. Dragon Green one of first
to congratulate Talmadge at campaign headquarters. Associated Press,
September 8, 1g48.

MOUNT VERNON, September 9, 1948. Isaiah Nixon, Negro, shot down in
his home for having voted in the Democratic primary. Associated Press,
September 8, 1948.

ATLANTA Klavern No. 1, October 25, 1948. Dragon Green said: “At last
the Klan has a friend in the governor’s chair. We're sitting on top of the
world and nothing can stop us. Herman has assured me of his cooperation
at all times, and has promised to go all the way down the road to protect
the Klan. If you ever need anything from him, be sure to make it known
that you are a friend of Sam Green’s.” Green went on to say that “The
Dixiccrats are the only ones who are for white supremacy and against social
cquality—the same principles the Klan has always fought for.” He said he
was ordering all Klansmen in the U.S. to work for and vote for Dixiecrat
nominee Strom Thurmond in the November 2 election. Report to GBI.

LLEESBURG, Fla., Ocrober 28, 1948. The Klan distributed propaganda leaf-
lets warning that it would stage a klavalklade through eight surrounding
towns on election eve. Associated Press, October 28, 1948.

ATLANTA Klavern No. 1, November 1, 1948. Cliff Vittur, chief “Ass-
Tearer” (sic) of the KKK’s Klavalier Klub flog squad, reported on the
demonstration at Vidalia October 28. He said the Klansmen, numbering
300 from all parts of Georgia, were met at the city limits by Toombs
County Sheriff R. E. Gray, the police chief and assistant chief, who es
corted the parade into town. These three officials, as well as all Vidalia
officials except the mayor, were Klansmen, Vittur said. The Klan would
cither convert the mayor, or defeat him in the next election, he added. At
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the demonstration, Dragon Green broadcast over a south Georgia rii
network, Acting Cyclops Ransom urged all Klansmen to turn out
following day (election) and “work for Thurmond as they had for T}
madge.” Nine automobiles were pledged from Klavern 1 to carry Thurmoil
voters to the polls. Report to GBI

TUSKEGEE, Ala., November 1, 1948. The Klan touched off fiery croy
in front of the courthouse, and at the highway leading to Tuskegee Ing
tute. Associated Press, November 1, 1948,

NASHVILLE, Tenn., November 1, 1948. Many Negroes received thred
through the U.S. mails, warning them not to vote. Associated Press, Novel
ber 1, 1948.

MT. DORA, Fla, November 3, 1948. The promised Klan klavalklad
touched off election eve crosses in Negro districts from Mt. Dora |
Miami. Associared Press, November 3, 1948.

LYONS, November 20, 1948. Robert Mallard, leader in the movement |
increase Negro voting, ambushed by robed band and shot while drivin
from church to his home in Toombs County. Associated Press, Noveiy
ber 28, 1948, ‘

ATLANTA Klavern No. 1, November 29, 1948. Atlanta policernan “Itely

Trigger Finger” Nash, recipient of a Klan award for killing ‘13 N

egro
declared that Governor Talmadge, who took office two weeks ago, hail

given the Georgia Bureau of Investigation orders “not to believe everything
the n——rs tell them” about the killing of Robert Mallard. A couple ol
days ago Dragon Green released to the press signed statements which had
been forwarded to him by the Kleagle of Vidalia, in which Sheriff Gray
(he who allegedly as a Klansman gave escort to the Klan parade less than
a month before the murder of Mallard), Sergeant J. W. Robertson of the
GBI, and Police Chief T. L. Graham of Lyons all expressed the “beliefth
“the KKK had no part in killing this mean Negro.” The At[anl_
Journal suggested that che murder had been committed by Negroes dig !
guised as Klansmen, and went on to say, “Mallard was an uppity Northern
Negro, of bad character and habits, who had no business around herdi
(Mallard was a substantial dealer in mortician’s supplies, married to a schoul 1

teacher,) Report to GBI,

ATLANTA, Klavern No. 1, Deceméber 6, 19¢48. Dragon Green boasted thal
the GBI had given the KKK a “clean bill of health” in the Mallard case,
He said Klansmen throughout U.S. were being invited to Macon demon
tration Desember r1o. Pistol bullets were raffled at $1.00 each, the proceeds
going to a Klan relief fund; the bullets were then pr 'f

esented to policeman
Nash, with the comment, “He knows what to do with them.” Repart 1o
GBI.

MACON, December 10, 1948. Several thousand masked Klansmen demon- l
strated in the city auditorium, and afterwards burned two fiery crosses.
Mercer College students were prohibited by Police Chicf Ben Watkins from '
distributing anti-Klan pamphlets under a local ordinance banning litera:
ture distribution which creates a “fire hazard”; at the same time, Klansmen
were permitted to distribute Klan propaganda and application blanks,
Associated Press, December 10, 1948.

ATLANTA, December 4, 1948. All seven Klav

in a masked parade led by Fulton Count
escort. Atlanta Constitution, December 5,

erns in the city participated |
y road patrolmen as a motoreycle
1048.

APPENDIX

ATLANTA Klavern No. 1, December 13, 1948. Dragor}, Green orger:d :ﬂl
Klansmen “not to take the law into thcu‘“own hands WItkg)ut I8 icgt"
sulting him. He said he was available at “any hour Sf the day oé}??lg
10 “discuss anything that needs to be straightened out. Report iclo s

ATLANTA, December 18, 1948. in gp AS{?(C;EZ(S?{ é’;‘i’s &ﬁ;;{stcp ]_I,JKN i

ia under the heading: . ;
lll;;xoiilgl‘?[glstTGI:T%g;OuES FROM POLLgS” it was ’said: “A ‘white suﬁrerg;aﬁzyt
program designed to keep 8o percent of Georgia’s Negro§s lfrognl the 113(()1.
hox had been advanced today by Gov.‘Taln}adge and his legis a;:lvclt ac
ers. House speaker Fred Hand, who will guide the measure 1.n£t e ?géon-
wure which cunvenes in January, outlined the proposal at an in .orman =
ference of lawmakers. . . . The plan would start out by ‘\glpmgl a i
present voters’ registration lists off the books. A new statewide rEegnsl:rat'n
would follow with emphasis on strict ‘educatl_on?l qualification for go i c:g”.
The program, Hand explained, wm{ld be snmlar“to Alabama -s1 .o,:,m;hc
amendment, which requires prospective voters to read and exp! a1r; o
constitution to the satisfaction of registrars. Talr_nadge was not pres nthal
the conference but the program fitted in with hfs campaign assertion -
“if we can’t have an all-white primary in Georgia, then we wg}?tlgue 1E !
as white as we can get it.” Hand said the Georgia plan would ‘ho wat;t 5
_be constitutional. It is necessary, he continued, because 46 G;org1?) counbe
have more Negroes than white persons.” Atlanta Consnutution, December

\;llj_‘f‘:igﬁgA February 11, 1949. The Georgia senate passed a bill similar to
one alreaéy passed by the house, wiping out the 1,200,000 hﬂamcssé)rrel
(Georgia’s voting lists. According to the AP, February 11, 1949, the lmc(;\ :
gave “certain discretionary powers to board,s, of county registrars ml.e e;
mining an applicant’s right to the ballot. .BCSldCS r_equ_mng“lappn}cz}&
1o be able to read and write the state and nanon_al const:1tut:10n}s:l ) ;lnte 1gr1 bz
or legibly,” the bill provided a list of 30 questions, 10 of“w ic Trrilus =
answered correctly by anyone failing the constitution test. (.}mr;1 a mz:i_f.
has said over and over again that the re-registration bill is aimed at ending
bloc voting by Negroes,” the AP reported.
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g. Attached hereto as Exhibit “Map A” is a map of the State of fGeo}fg;a
on which is indicated the geographic location of all of the a(l:ts SC'Lt ort ;3
Paragraph 8 hereof. The said map will be authenticated by the w1hnesas Eab
offered into evidence, if permitted. The acts are symbolized m_ea:cl cdsw't]z
the designation “X.” Wherever said act is overtly and d{{e‘cf‘ly involved wi
an election, the symbol “X” is agcompamed by the letter “E.” s o

10. Artached hereto as Exhibits A through Z are photostatlcULqplgs cé =
limiglatory propaganda releases, threats sent yhrOEghl tl'u:h In:tct ang/or
mails, news stories, &nd other documentary materials f.\',mg_[ E g\en A
effect of deterring the great majority of the Negro _cmz.zm 0 :or%OaUId o
voting in the Congressional and other c'lect.lons; whngh ocp?er;]s v e
duly authenticated and offered as exhibits in connection with the testimony

[ this witness, if permitted. .

. rtl:.lsT‘f;:tnifisr’. ngnderson Lanham, first elected to Congress in 1}?4ﬁsas wel;
as all of the other alleged Representatives in Congres:si fro;in the t.am;1 igh
(ieorgia, was elected as such as a direct result of‘thc Llchga a}::inlo_lns (;:rson
are mentioned above, and that therefore the re-clection of the sai ende

‘




[
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Lanham in 1948 constituted a violatio

of the Fourte n by the State of Georgia of Sectiol

enth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States
Respectfully submitted, :
Georce W. CrockerT, Jr.
Vito MarcanTtonio
Raren E. Powe

Attorneys for the Defenda

Document B

Twis stooy by Dr. Johnson, prepared from the prison records of the State

Lom'.rmrg:z, guwves the history in one state of one of the most sinister of Am
;:n :;a;i'z:’z;zwm;—zbe use of the charge of “rape” for the political and econo
P of the Negro people. Dr. Johnsan reveals how the dearh senten

for “rape” is reserved virtually exclus; l
giving the political genesis of t}}’mt fac':.we ¥ o e e el

IS THE PUNISHMENT OF RAPE EQUAL
LY AD
TO NEGROES AND WHITES WINISTERSS
IN THE STATE OF LOUISIANA 7+

A Study by Dr. Oaxrey C, Jonnson, 3564 Virgil Blvd., New Orleans 22
For convenience, this Study is presented under five headings as follows

Exhibiz 1. Statistical: “The offici
] : ial figures of : 3 "
for rape from 1900 to 1950; and SOm%; da exccutions in Louisiai

(1866 to 1899) at the Louisiana e Sl
comparison. The question posed.

Exhibir 11. Legal: Territorial and sta
: te laws; pre-
Black Code; later statutes: e

Exilh‘blt III- Ihe Constltutloﬂs Of LUU[ ana erritor a! l)] e-( :IVIl L"v ar
L) 3 k 3 ]
1
RCCOIISIZI uctlon, pOSt-RECOHStI uction,

ljl'x)'zibi.t IV. The Social Background in this Stat
gation of races, lynching, police brutality,

Exhibit V. The Special Category ; lici i
Bl 6 oo i ot Exl}?;b!i?lp icitly reserved for white rapists,

¢ with respect to segre.

* Prepared for Attorne i
‘ . i y Louis Berry, and for A g i
in cuc?nltgrar.lmg"Jr w];th the Louisiana GCivil Rights Cm;);l:ﬁ S
case of Paul Washington, Jefferson Parish, La., 2

R 2 . 22 year-
rrf) die in tl:nc eleetric for alleged rape col’nmitted4 g;:rcglcisWorld P peteeen
after his discharge from the Army after 21 months over;c

the death cell of the Jefferson Parish jail in Gretna, e Jeen confined 1

maintains his innocence. Not only di oo e e \ o
n 5 y did Paul Washington fight ; I bt
2’151 five brothc!-s also—every one of them!—served in thge armfdtfg; oo War_ % [:ru!
elma, and his 3-year-old daughter, Ella Ma ot L e

s 3. e (born two
staunchly defend him. . , , Velma Washington’s brother Lconargevil;s Tfrt;zhcl:icin

was jailed),
1941,

State Penitentiary, Angola, La., for

|

Civil War laws; the

APPENDIX 7

Exurpir 1: Crime Statistics

AccorpIng to the census of 1940, the population of Louisiana was 2,363,880,
including 849,303 Negroes, the latter constituting 35.9 percent of the toral!

While we cannot draw from population statistics exact mathematical conclu-
iions about the extent of crime in any section of the population, we are never-
(heless justified in assuming that, by and large, the proportion of crime among
whites and Negroes, and the corresponding punishments, would roughly
wrrespond to their proportion of the population. This would be modified
by the relative social conditions of the two groups, and perhaps other factors;
hut if Negroes constitute 35.9 percent of the population, they would commit
i not too disproportionate share of the crimes perpetrated, and would receive
I not too disproportionate share of the punishments therefor.

In the attached list of persons punished for rape in this state for the years
1900 to 1950, inclusive—a full half-century—there have been, according to the
records in the office of the Secretary of State at Baton Rouge, exactly 39 execu-
tions for rape (hanging up to 1941; electrocution thereafter). Of those put
1o death, all but two have been Negro. One white man, who confessed to the
rape of a 17-year-old white girl who had been crippled from birth, was a
railroad worker, Thomas Brady, not a native of Louisiana, and was hanged
in 1906 the other white man was a foreigner, Lazar Mehogrvich, hanged in
1907 for the rape of a white woman. Since 1907, a period of 43 years, not one
white rapist has been put to death, though 29 Negroes have been.

Of the convicted rapists sentenced to death whose sentence was commuted
to life imprisonment, two white men—one-half of all the white rapists sen-
ienced to death—had their death sentences commuted to life imprisonment.
It is very difficult to secure commutation for a Negro convicted of rape. The
17-year-old Negro boy, Lewis Young, in the parish of St. John the Baptist,
was hanged October 11, 1907, regardless of his youth. Furthermore, the pun-
ishment for “aggravated rape” is meted out no matter how suppositious the
charge; Sam Wright, a Negro, was hanged in 1goo for “Breaking and enter-
ing in the night time, and with a dangerous weapon, and assault with intent
to commit rape”; and Bob Burton, also a Negro, was hanged in 1905 for
“Breaking and entering dwelling house in night time with intent to commit
rape.” Similarly with George Steward (1907), Tobe Stevens (1908), Emanuel
Johnson (1909), Henry Slaughter (1914), Jimmie Johnson (1929).

In addition to the number of Negroes officially put to death by the State of
LLouisiana, there were three others put to death in this state by the United
States Government, during World War I, in 1942: Corporal John Walter
Bordenave, 29; Private Lawrence Mitchell, 18; and Private Richard Philip
Adams, 25. They are added to the total in the attached list because their
punishment took plage on Louisiana soil and by means of the state’s portable
electric chair, loaned for the purpose. These three make a total of g0 Negroes
put to death for rape in this state since 1900, as compared to 2 white men.

The question is: Can we find an explanation for this surprising difference
by studying the legal, constitutional, and social history of this state?

1) The 1950 census gives Louisiana a total population of 2,683,516, but there is no
breakdown into racial categories. That is why the 1940 census figures are used here.
There is no reason to suppose that the percentages in the recent census would differ mate-
rially from the 1940 census.
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J APPENDIX
: dollowing: the table of executions f :
i or rape during 1900-1950
g‘tasielc’t;zieﬁfi:rl;ia:agi r;{c orgs ffl?}?l the pt?riod 1866-1899 of g;hchougifi Name Parish gﬁiﬁifif’ Commuted
- gola, La. The following facts are clear from an exam Fd Williams Ascension Hanged 2/2/1906
ation of these old records:
I) From Civil V; d (eorge Steward St, Tammany Hanged 7/19/1907
1 ar days until the consolidatio : fr. Alias Montgomery
Conr:rol, Puﬂuhment for rape was impﬁSOnmcnt g ;1 of white pOh“_ |ewis Young St. John the Baptist Hanged 10/11/1907
doning was frequent; and a diff ] only, never death; pi Tobe Stevens Calcasieu Hanged 4/24/1908
and “otetit to tape” 4 erentiation was made between ° Charles Madison Calcasieu Hanged 3/5/1909
2) Race differg.ces df b Squire Hawkins Rapides !(;{131{1[909(1) i{{/g[/'r?)o_gonm "
were noted for the A \ ot Hange: ife Impris €
h?d I}llol: yet hardened into casze differences pl;?ﬁ%tecx"ftgcsulﬁé{c‘ﬁn’ b e e ok 10/8/}909
of white rule politi . i e solidificatiol fud Davis Ouachita Hanged 12/17/1909
gave opportu P cally, the Selttmg up of the death penalty for rap Henry Slaughter Allen Hanged 10/2/1914
. p[_Jh unity to return to virtual implied re-enactment of the Blad (Alfter one reprieve)
Code with its differentiation between punishment for whit d 4 George Cotton Calcasieu Hanged 11/6/1914
ishment for Negrocs. €5 and iy sumia Levine Avoyelles Hanged 12/17/1915
Peter Bouy Vermilion Hangcd! 1;/2?91%
WHIT ['reston Miles West Feliciana Hanged 6/28/191
§%§$NVICTED OF RAPE AND |.ucius Brown Terrebenne Hanged 8/8/1919
ENCED TO DEATH Arthur Williams Rapides 12/24/1920d) Lgf/zlfillggo
. (Not Hange ife Imprisonment
(From recorded death warrants in the office of the I .acdis Lincoln Vermilion Hanged 2/25/1921
Secretary of State at Baton Rouge) (Gus Bracy Vernon Hanged 4/22/1921
Willie Johnson Orleans Hanged 8/6/1926
alias
Name Parish £hits 5t of Willie Kell
Execution Com ¥
muted
James Hebert Cameron 9/11/ |immie Johnson Natchitoches Hanged 7/26/1929
alias : (Not ;1903 d 1?/ 27/1903 tidward McKay Orleans Hanged 10/4/1929
Frederick Hebert anged) Life Imprisonment William Irwin Virgeto  Orleans Hanged 10/4/1929
Thomas Brad ; [Tenry Wilson Richland Hanged 1/3/1930
ahias asLTIacy Rapides Hanged 12/7/1906 John Henry Lee Carahoula Hanged 1/19/1932
Thotias C. B alias Buddy Lee
mas C. Braden Jim Edwards Jefferson Davis 1/29/1032 H i
i (Not Hange Imprisonment Hopit
21?:: e S Hanged 8/9/1907 for Criminal Insane
George Norris j.evi Hicks Caddo Hanged 1(}/:9/1 934
Dave Johnson Orleans Hanged 3/31/1930
William Braxton B ‘ Willie Larkin East Baton Rouge Flectrocuted 9/9/1942
cauregard 6/14/1918 Life Imprisonment William Hamilton East Baton Rouge Electrocuted 12/3/1942
(Not Hanged) 6/14/1918 Anthony Wilson Madison Electrocuted 3/6/1944

ToraL Numser or Wurtes Exrcutep: 2; CoMMUTED: 2

William Ayers Winn Electrocuted 6/28/1946
Jesse Perkins East Baton Rouge Flectrocuted 7/18/1947
fdward Spriggs, Jr. Tberville Electrocuted 6/25/1948
[.. C. Loyd Tangipahoa Ta have been
NEGROES CONVICTED OF RAPE AND electrocuted 3/11/1949
SENTENCED TO DEATH (Found dead in cell,a
supposed suicide)
(From recorded death warrants in the Edward Sanford East Baton Rouge Electrocuted 12/1/1950

office of the Secretar i
y of State in Baton Rouge) Torar Numser of NEGroEs EXECUTED: 373 CoMMUTED: 3

Name Parish gﬂff Set for = P

2 xecutio
Sam Wright Jefferson B o Commuted Corporal John Walter ~ New Orleans,La.  Electrocuted 10/30/1942
Will Iarmer Caddo H:ﬁgeg ad9/sg00 Bordenave, 29 (At U.S. Army camp)

1 (Aft%j 9/7/1900 - Private Richard Columbus, Ohio Electrocuted 10/30/1942

Moses D. Lewis Orleans Han; egnc/repncve) l Philip Adams, 25 (AtUS. Army camp)
Amos Holmes Iberia H ged 9/23/1904 Private Lawrence Baldwin, Mich. Electrocuted 10/30/1042
alias anged 7/7/1905 Mitchell, 18 (AtU.S. Army camp)
ai'xvcr Holmes

illiam Youn, :
Bob Burton Efﬁ}c’fjﬂd E"“‘g"d 5/11/1906 ‘ Torar Numser oF NEGROES EXECUTED IN LouIsIANA

anged 8/4/1905 w DuriNg 1900-1950 FOR ALLEGED RAPE: 40
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SUPPLEMENT FROM OLD ANGOLA PRISON RECORDS:

Notes from the “Register of Convicts Received” from Feb. 13, 1866
to Dec. 29, 188q, listing 9,073 Convicts ’ ’

thenoli%‘;éngth::: jc;rnly a selection of typical rape cases, taken first from 1866

'y TI;c g om 'rg85, “and ,{inally from 1889 (omitting the intervenin

Py Theue 1s either “rape” (not labeled in this list) or “Assault wi
commit rape.” Note difference in punishment between the two.

B - Date Sentenced
— fw o }I;e.rc;zptmn and Punishment Pardon
ac i
Edward Hague Black i;;?ﬁ;fggﬁf;u S
Theodore ) ) (“Assault with inteﬁt”
o :?srid a;p;:u:rsrmth ?a}r 7/22/1865—Life ) 4/25/1871
iiingic, Fa{r 7/22/1867—Life 7/25/1871
i B?’Zk 7/22/1867—Life 7/25/1871
Henpy iy "é i 1/29/1868—Life 3/8/1884
rieffe 3/9/1868—Life 3/8/1878
.
Nicholas Anderson Mulatto 6/2/1876—2 yrs
Bt ik (“Assault with intent™)
¢ L
Paul Charles “Dk. Mulatie” 65 fé; fgng;f;rs.
William Alonzo Black é/;\osje;l.;iégv_ltg ;I;;enr”)
T (“Assault with intent”)
s T o Black 4/30/1885—Life 6/19/1891
Henry Williams Black 5/5/1885—1 year
Julien Moses Black é; ‘;\gsj'a:g;sw—ng ;);ilntﬂ;)
{?Ot::; Ba;gl:ilstc Black 1(5/ ?;;?glé swﬁ?.iifl;mm”)
2 Mclver Black 8/14/1885—10 yrs. 2/25/1893
Willi i T et
illiam Josephine Black ?£35/1%89—6 yIs.,T mo. 2/15/18g91
Charles Alexander “Dk. Griff” e Iintent”)
Frank Reed Mulatto ?é; ig; ?g g;_—I::lzf;rs s
Henry Stokes Fair g:?;;i%lgg‘i[il ;?:ent"}
"AS I - - £ L1}
Part Scott “Dk, Griff" I(szza/l: gS‘;n—h;I;:;im :
Henry Miller Black E:J}IS:B'/TES S‘Zh—hrh;trem")
William Johnson Black { e ik il

12/14/1889—2 yrs.
(“Assaule with intent™)

Exmerr II: Legal History

'aI‘}ls:Dr;IE::El:lT ﬁizgﬁ;s ((i)eﬁnti}r:g amz provti}tl:ling for the punishment of rape have
y. Un the surface, they provide uniform ish

aggravated rape; simple rape; and “carnal knowled el who 8

H ge of a juvenile” i

ﬁg;od:?:v ersz \:E(iic ;ess Lha;gﬂn. Bu; there was a code for th]c purii:hmv:i:: c:;

was difterent from that for the punishment of whites:

today the careful classification of “rape” as “aggravated” for Negroooéglhdt::;

APPENDIX 3

and “simple”—or merely “carnal knowledge”—for white offenders provide:
the mechanism for carrying on what was formerly explicitly provided by law
namely, the inflicting of severer penalties on black men than on white. Ver
bally, the laws have changed; but the old practice of differential punishments
having become well established for more than a century, now continues unde:
the disguise of verbal equality.

Louisiana as a colony was at various times under French and Spanish domi
nation, and these colonial regimes have left legal imprints on the law of thi.
state. Louisiana was discovered first by the Spanish in 1541 but settled by the
French around 1682, and Negro slaves were imported on or before 171g. By
1724, Louisiana had its Black Code, set up by Governor Jean Baptiste le Moyne
de Bienville. Louisiana became a territory of the United States in 1805 and :
state in 1812, but it kept its Black Code.

In Orleans Laws, 1804-05, and the Acts of Louisiana, 1806-07 (Louisian:
State Law Library), we have the “Acts passed at the First Session of the
Legislative Council of the Territory of Orleans,” which provide for the pun
ishment of rape: “every person . .. duly convicted of any manner of rape’
shall suffer “imprisonment at hard labor for life,” and any accessory to thi
crime shall “suffer the same kind of punishment” as the “principal offender.’
(pp. 416-454, Chapter 50, An Act for the Punishment of Crimes and Mis
demeanors.) Section 33 provides that procedure be “according to and ir
conformity with the common law of England.” (My emphasis—o.c.5.) Bu
Section 47 of this same Act (p. 450) specifically states “That nothing hereir
before contained shall be construed to extend to any slave or slaves, but tha
every slave accused of any crime shall be punished according to the laws o
Spain for regulating her colanies.” (My emphasis—o.c.y.)

The Acts of Louisiana, 1806-07, Chapter 33, p. 150, contain what is callec
the “Black Code, An Act Prescribing the rules and conduct to be observec
with respect to Negroes and other Slaves of this Territory.” Section 18 of thi,
Act declared “That the condition of a slave being merely a passive one, hi
subordination to his master and to all who represent him is not susceptibls
of any medification or restriction.” The slave “owes to his master, and to al
his family, a respect without bounds, and an absolute obedience.”

The Laws of Spain used in Louisiana Colony were translated and codifies
in Lislet and Carleton’s Partidas, Vol. 1 and Vol. II, 1820 (Louisiana Stat
Law Library), and contain that portion of La Siete Partidas “considered a
having the force of law in Louisiana.” In Title 2, Law 8, p. 30, we learn ths
“a slave cannot legally appear in court, as he has no control over himself, bt
is under the domination of his master, who is above him.” The master “ma
chastise him by words or blows.” In Title 21, Law 6, p. 584, we learn the
the master ought not to kill a slave or “cause him to perish by hunger, unle:
he has found hinf with his wife, or daughter, or had committed some othe
similar offense; for them he may kil the slave.” (My emphasis—o.c.y.)

After Louisiana became a state, the provision is put into Article 7, Sectic
4, of the first state constitution? that “All laws now in force in this territor
not inconsistent with this constitution, shall continue and remain in full effe
until repealed by the Legislature.” The Black Code was not repealed, br

remained “in full effect.” On March g, 1827, for example, in the Acis

2) The state constitution of that time is given in Acts of Lowuisiana, 1828-30, Louisia



222 GENOCIDE

Louisiana, 1825-27 (Louisiana State Law Library), we find an Act is pass
“to amend the thircy-cighth article of the Black Code.”

It is particularly notable thar Section 40 of the Black Code (Aets
Louisiana, 180607, page 188) states: “That free people of color ought ney
to insult or strike white people, nor pressure to conceive themselves equal
the white; but on the contrary that they ought to i
sion, and never speak or answer to them but with respect, under the penalt
of imprisonment according to the nature of the offense.” This has the ven
plain meaning that even free Negroes were subject to- the Black Code an
that they constituted a type of inhabitant midway between Negro slaves ani
free whites, It is worth noting today, in the 20th century, that the entire Negn
people in Louisiana are “free people of color,” and, in the view of those wh

inherit the Black Code state of mind, are to be punished in a different way.

if convicted of crime.
Following the Civil War, as shown in Aess of Louisiana, 1869-70,

crimes should be punished by imprisonment “at hard |

nor less than $50¢, at the discretion of the court.” Tt was under such a rather
liberai statute, and late; ones, that the sentences were meted out to the inmates
of Angola penitentiary in the examples given previously from the years 1866
to 188q.

When political domination was “restored” to whites after the Rutherford
B. Hayes electior in 1876, the Black Code was quietly put back into operation
in ali bus name, Ac the editor of the Louisiana Almanac and Faes Book, 1949
'950, puts it, “Fortunately for the whites and home rule, the Federal troops
did not come w0 the sid of the Radicals as they had before, A sort of bargain
between the forces of presidentia! candidate Hayes (who needed the Louisiana
electoral vote, to defeat his opponent Tilden) and the state’s conservatives,”

resulted in Haye. backing the white supremacist politicians in Louisiana,

“Reconstruction was over,” continues the Louisiang Almanac and Fact Book,.
Y. A strong court system was also provided to prevent a repetition of the
disregard for law which characterized the previous decade,” th
the disregard for the Black Code which was thenceforth
constitution of Louisiana courts of justice.

The way Louisians Law became twisted to suit the descendants of slave-
holders is very interesting. Jefferson Davis, head of the Confederacy, found
New Orleans a congenial place to settle in after his rebellion was defeated:
he lived here untii his death in 1889, and doubtless was happy that white
political rule was set up before his passing. It was a former Confederate gen-
eral, Francis Tillou Nichells, whe became governor of Louisiana in 1896 when
President Hayes made the “sort of bargain” spoken of above. Thomas ik
Semmes, a New Orleans lawyer who before the Civil War was an Attorney
General of Louisiana, and who—according to Dr. Mitchell Franklin® was the
theorist of Secessionism, settled doven after the Civil War to practice law in
New Orleans in his own white supremacist way, and eventually became presi-
dent of the American Bar Assaciation, And Judge John A. Campbell who,
while on the U.S. Supreme Court before the Civil War concurred in the Dred
Scott decision, devoted himself after the War as a New Orleans lawyer and

—

at is, to prevent
to be the unwritren

3) Dr. Mitchell Franklin is professor of constitutional law at Tulane University,

¥ ‘ : ‘ PP- 49-51°
(Louisiana Stare Lavw Library), a new statute provided that rape and other

abor not exceeding twa
years nor less than six months, and fined not exceeding two thousand dollars
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i h Amendment,
ially successful efforts to nullify. the 14t . )
'm'il‘xl:’et?;ag:glaog jﬁabama—born Judge Campbell is l:ra;cr:tcllI 1nSlglrg.hi\éI;£;k:fsl‘la
in’ i “ i d Meaning of the i
I'tunklin’s article, “The Foundations an e et H seceog
fwses.”* Campbell left his U.S. Supreme Court job to supp iny
:]::(ufholdi;g PConfedcracy, and, like Jefferson Davis, foundha.ftex;‘ tll;est(;gzl
War that New Orleans was a congenial place to live. As the ar 1cff 2 b,
"'I:}:e taa:sk of John A. Campbell . . ..was to overcom]; 1l:lhc defeat cslu“ teorcovc ry
in the Civil War.” Campbell attempte -
ihe Southern slaveholders in t vil \ imaped o i
v t about to the advantage o
iome the 14th AmendmenF by veering it o e
ated South.” Dr. Franklin points out, in discussing
::.viclrLdtheouSlaughtcrhouse monopcdy}:1 P}L}t thfh‘;fgc I:gfnrgi?thﬁaxsbgiaxﬁ
ing in the Louisiana courts that the 14 : _
'|::’||-:::(i:!§l:1?§c:;1ing and hence protected ftl’uecrrxghti1 of_t]:kllct a?tzmﬁgsvpog:;; lc:i
rsuing their callin , he was also defending the right o Ne )
:;::lftlilrn%o s:;rcgate I%Jegro opera-goers, desfplte:’ a statute of Louisiana which
: hat form of racial discrimination. . '
lhtlglrfolggzgilgnapoints out that the 14th Amendment, which he ;:ifescnbe.z ::(s)
the ‘;slccping giant” of the United States Confstétutmn, wagléze;:y cjclirips?s o
ickeries of such ex-Confederate pro-
tleep by the legal trickeries o g i e v o
bell, who not only led Louisiana Law in
Ij:ulxttlgjngszylj justice for the Negro but also inspired to a great extent federal
toyness in enforcement of the 14th Amendment.

Exuisrr [11: Constitutional History

loutsiana has had nine different constitutions in its history, 'anddwha.ttdrl)iz
contain—and what they leave out—explains in part the continued existe
of the Black Code as Louisiana’s undergr;und constm;t:l))?i;hed P—
isiana’s cleverest demagogue,
Huey P. Long, Louisiana’s cle B Tt
i isiana’ ituti so arranged that the reader
all nine of Louisiana’s constitutions, so he 1 Fo e
i i in hi lation of the Constitutions o
them article by article, in his Compi : s of f
Ifuisz'ana 19;]0. Pariicularly interesting are the first constltut;og,lts}:a:tac:e
|‘Hrz' the ffth constitution, adopted in 1868, which was the ﬁr_st ?_nn zdo -
constitution to contain the full Bill of Rights; the sixth Constlt}l;‘l mdélc;edpthg
in 1879 under the leadership of the Ku Klux Klan forces who ke
most vital parts of the Bill of Rights; and the latest constitution,
1921, which is a polished version of tl}c }c;ngmz:\l KKgls;(;z:::)t::;%r o B o
i the various c A >
Huey P. Long knew the meaning of the va et Me v
i i into the Constitution of Louisiana a
Rights first found its way in : 1 O giieg the Gl
in his i “in the Constitution of 1868,
ar,” he wrote, in his mtroduct;pn, tu 868. :
'\gter, human sla\:er; bad been abolished that E]hc Lcémszana C(ci}f;su.tu‘tiﬁil ::;:}
P in li laration of Independence, reading:
tained certain lines of the Dec 1 of In e ¥ o e
tain inalienable rights; among
are created free and equal, have cer b Jonnag Mt s
ife, li i happiness. To secure these rights, g
life, liberty and the pursuit of h s. =
'are’institu)trcd among men, deriving their just powers from the consent o
d.’ 3 ‘ . .
goil:)rr?e continued: “But when the white Southern manhood gained the :{pﬁ:
hand 1gn the control of the State’s affairs, and convoked the Constitutio

|

) Twulane Law Review, October and December, 1943 (Vol. XVIII, Nos. 1 and 2)
Quo‘tes are from the December, 1943 issue, pp. 227, 299, 237, 245.
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Convention of 1879, the lines of Jefferson, in the Bill of Rights, were changed
for words otherwise considered more appropriate and certain for the causes
and purposes intended and desired.” It is perfectly clear what “purposes”
were “intended and desired.”

The 1868 Constitution provided, in Article 13, that public conveyances
and places of business and public resort, “shall be opened to the accommodas
tion and patronage of all persons, witheut distinction or discrimination on
account of race or color.” This article was taken out of later Louisiana cons
stitutions,

The 1868 Constitution also provided that all children of the state should
be admitted to the public schools or institutions of learning “without distine
tion of race, color, or previous conditions.” It added: “There shall be ne
separate schools or institutions of learning, established exclusively for any
race by the State of Louisiana.”

In place of this we now have, in the 1921 Constitution, Article 12, a pro-
vision that “Separate free public schools shall be maintained for the education
of white and colored children between the ages of six and eighteen years.”

Among the “purposes . . . intended and desired” by the 1879 Constitution
was that of neutralizing and reducing the Negro vote and depriving Negroes
of any share in the government, The constitution of 1898 carried the plan
further by introducing the “Grandfather Clause” which for a couple of gen-
erations destroyed every Negro citizen’s right to vote, or to hold office.
~ But most effective of all was the tight control of the courts of justice put
into the hands of anti-democratic white reactionaries. This was the Black
Code, wearing a cloak of invisibility but as powerful as it ever was in pre-
Emancipation days.

The chronology of the march of white supremacy and unequal justice may
be indicated as follows: In 1876 the unholy alliance of President Hayes and
Southern white reactionaries was consummated; immediately began the con-
soh.datxc.m of white political power, culminating in the 1879 constitution
which in effect nullified the Bill of Rights and the 13th and 14th Amend-
ments; in 1892, the statute providing death was a punishment for “aggra-
vated rape” (i.., in practice, of white women and Negro men) went into
effect; in 1894, inter-marriage between Negroes and whites was prohibited
by statute; in 1898 the “grandfather clause” was put into the Constitution; in
1921 segregation in education, already in effect, was put into the Constitu-
tion; in 1942, “miscegenation” was defined so as to emphasize the 1894 statute
on intermarriage and further facilitate differential punishment for rape.

It is contended here that this development is incompatible with federal
COI‘]S[HUUOI:IGEE and legal provisions for equal justice; that it is a violation of
these provisions; and that persons affected by this violation suffer denial of
constitutional and legal rights.

Exsuerr IV: Social History

IT was in 1867 that the Knights of the White Camelia, an organization to
enforce ?’vh_ﬂe supremacy, was formed at Franklin, Louisiana, and in 1874
that a similar organization, the White League, was formed at Opelousas
Louisiana. These groups had virtual private armies which fought the Recon-
struction government forces and—with the backing of President Hayes—.
defeated the government and set up a “white man’s” rule in the state, which
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exists to this day. The cornerstone of white supremacy is segregation of the
races.

Segregation: Since the end of the Reconstruction period and the adoption
of the KKK-sponsored Constitution of 1879, segregation of the white and
black race has been the law in this state, enforced by constitutional provision,
legislative statute, and local regulation, requiring separate schools, separate
restaurants, separate toilets and drinking fountains in public buildings, sep-
arate seating in trains and buses. In addition, marriage and even co-habitation
of Negroes and whites is forbidden by statute.

This separation has made easy the almost complete denial of the vote and
of public office to the entire Negro people in this state, 35.9 percent of the
population, The virtual denial of the vote and of public office carries with it
the virtual denial of the right to sit on juries, and hence the virtual denial to
a Negro defendant of the right of trial by a jury of his peers. It is a serious
question whether any trial of a Negro for crime in the prevailing milieu of
this state could be considered a fair trial.

Lynching: No people can be held down undemocratically through use
of democratic political forms except through terroristic tactics, and this is the
raison d’etre for lynching. Louisiana members of Congress have steadily op-
posed anti-lynching legislation. In Louisiana 335 recorded lynchings of Negroes
took place between 1882 and 1948, a period of 66 years; a quarter of these
Iynchings were due to allegations of rape. It is a serious question whether any
trial of a Negro for crime by a state which has permitted 335 lynchings of
Negroes in 66 years can be considered fair. It is apparent that the 335 Louisiana
extra-legal killings of Negroes and the 40 Louisiana legal executions for
“rape” are both parts of a system of Black Code justice quite out of keeping
with the Federal Constitution and Federal civil rights.

Police Brutality: A natural result of segregation and of white supremacy
is police brutality exercised primarily against Negroes, particularly those
arrested and charged with crime. Negro newspapers have spoken out against
police brutality time and time again.

In its issue of June 19, 1926, the Louisiana Weekly editorialized under the
title of “Bullies in Uniform”: “Two New Orleans policemen arrest Negro
woman in her home, drag her half-dressed from bed, beat her to pulp and
throw her in jail without medical attention.” Tn the issue of December 7,

1929, under the title, “Police Brutality,” the same paper said editorially: “Time
after time the Louisiana Weekly has called the attention of the authorities
to the fact that patrolmen ofttimes use Negro suspects and prisoners with
utter contempt, treating them worse than one would a stray mongrel dog.
Beat them like they were something inanimate.” Ten years later, February
r1, 1939, under the heading, “No Excuse for Police Brutality,” the same
paper declared: “Once agaim in New Orleans Negroes and those of human
hearts belonging to other races are caught in a dragnet of fear at the animal-
like savagery with which Negroes so unfortunate as to be caught in the toils
of the law or the long arm of policemen, are being treated. Almost daily,
stories of horrible examples of what physical brutality the sworn protectors
of the law wreak upon hapless, helpless individuals are brought before the
public which, hewever skeptical, cannot refute the cvidence as offered by
men’s bruised and scarred bodies.”

And in the current period, May 13, 1950, right after the election of the
Mayor and city officials of New Orleans, the Louisiana Weekly warned edi-
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torially: “The members of the Commission should know that Negroes will
expect them to be concerned about their welfare during the next four yean
as they were about the votes in January. . . . Should know that Negroes afe
alarmed and displeased at the readiness of local police to use their clubs and
their pistols, frequently without provocation, . . . Negroes do not expect thi
coroner to find citizens to have died from ‘natural causes’ where undertakers
and private physicians find such persons have been shot through the head
or the back.” And the paper adds, ironically, in another editorial two months
later in a comment on “Those Police Investigations” (July 29, 1950): “II
there is anything that is a greater farce than the police department’s investiga:
tion of its police, we would like to know .. .”

In a sharply worded editorial August 12, 1950, the Loutsiana Weekly indi:
cates the connection between police brutality and Black Code mentality by
saying: “Last week we published an excerpt from a letter written over the
signature of Criminal Sheriff Grosch. In this letter Mr. Grosch advises his
readers that: ‘T recently chartered the John J. Grosch Democratic Organiza-
tion, a political and civil organization. The organization is organized prin-
cipally to further the cause of white supremacy.’”

The Negro press is right in secing a connection between segregation and
white supremacy on the one hand, and police brutality on the other, and
right to see a connection between both and those rape trials in which the
death sentence is reserved for Negroes.

As implied in the May 13, 1950, editorial quoted above, police in this state
carry brutality to the point of killing at the slightest provocation, and some-
times with no provocation at all. Attention is called to the shooting of Roy
Cyril Brooks by Patrolman Alvin Bladsacker in Gretna on February 27, 1948;
the killing, before his father’s eyes, of the young veteran, Chrispin Charles,
in New Orleans, July 4, 1949, by New Orleans policemen Sahuc and Landry;
the beating to death of war veteran Eugene Jones by West Bank police in the
early morning of Saturday, November s, 1949, as the man lay handcuffed in
a Gretna jail cell; the shooting to death of Eugene Johnson, 24, on So. Ram-
part St, New Orleans, December 27, 1948, by Officer David Mark of the
New Orleans police force; and the shooting and severe wounding by Deputy
Sheriff Anthony J. Licciardi, St. Bernard Parish, of U.S. Army Pvt. Matthew
Peterson, Jr., as he lay in bed in Meraux, La., on March 9, 1951.

These examples are taken from New Orleans and vicinity, and New Or-
leans is without doubt the most enlightened and most nearly democratic
place in the state. When one goes to those many parishes where not one
single Negro dares register to vote, he will find still worse conditions.

It is a serious question whether any trial of a Negro for crime can be
considered fair when those who make the arrests, collect the evidence, and

keep suspects confined are guilty of so much brutality in the exercise of their
routine duties.

Exwmsir V: Special Category for White Rapists

VEeRy INTERESTING are the comparative facts about the punishment of Negroes
accused of rape and of white rapists, particularly white rapists of Negro
women or Negro girls,

John E. Rousseau in the Pitzsburgh Courier (Louisiana Edition) of March

1n razy peesents o comparative etndy of twa cantemporare rane caers, nne

APPENDIX 337

in which a Negro rapes a white girl baby-sitter 12 years of age, and another
in which a white man rapes a Negro baby-sitter 12 years of age. The Negro,
Walter Bentley, 28, of 2013 Marigay St., New Orleans, was found guilty on
February 19, 1951, of “aggravated rape” (Article 42), and has been Sf.:ntcnced
to death in the electric chair, The white man, Steve Cangelosi, 36, of 228
Brooklyn St., in Jefferson Parish, who p_leacl,(’ed guilty, was sentenced October
27, 1949, for “carnal knowledge of a minor (Article 80) to one year in the
arish prison.

’ In ogening his article on these two typical cases, Mr. Rousseau asks: “Is
Article 42 of the Louisiana Criminal Code designed to protect all females in
this state, or does it protect only those females who are members of the whl‘te
race?” The answer lies not only in the obvious practice of the courts, but in
the concealed Black Code which is designed to follow up the segregation of
Negroes from whites with the dealing out to Negroes a separate kind of
justice, ] ) o

The Bentley-Cangelosi contrast is not an isolated example, but it is an
unusually public one. There are scores of other more or less hidden instances
that, with effort, could be brought to light. . _

Statutes on intermarriage have further emphasmedlthe survival of slave
regulations. [n 1825, under slavery, not only was marriage between free per-
sons and slaves forbidden, but also marriage “between free white persons and
free persons of color” (Art. g5, Civil Code, .1825). Thl‘s provision was re-
pealed during Reconstruction, but in 1894, with the {ﬁ\';\ral'olf white man’s
rule, a statute (Act 54 of 1894, amending Art. 94, Rcv1scd-C1v,',11 Code, 1870)
forbade marriage “between white persons and persons of color.” In ,}942“(N0.
43, Art. 79), this rule was strengthened by defining “miscegenation” as “mar-
riage or habitual co-habitation, with kngwledgﬂ of their difference in race,
between a person of the Caucasian or white race and a person of the colored
or Negro race.” (Dart’s Louisiana Code of Cr1_m1r‘1‘al Law a-nd”Procedure,
74079.) The 1942 statute thus illegalizes interracial co-habitation” (common
law marriage) as well as formal marriage, that is, it ma}{es any klmd of sex
relationship between whites and Negroes—with emphasis on white women
and Negro men—a criminal offense. o ‘

This limitation of marriage provided a new gimmick for carrying out the
original White League plan of Black Code justice. It meant that, while a
sex relation of a white man with a white woman could be either voluntary
or at the worst simple rape, and of a white man with a Negro woman “prob-
ably” voluntary but sometimes simple rape, a sex relation of a Negro man
with a white woman had no legal standing at all; it must be, in practice and
in logic, aggravated rape. The gimmick thus p‘rovide'd a concealed legal foun-
dation for the Special Category of White Rapists, virtually guarantecing that
in practice a white rapist would not receive the death penalty. o

The hidden Black Code is the theoretical basis for an unequal administra-
tion of justice in Louisiana. The explanation of a ratio of 40 death sentences
for rape by 35.9 percent of the population, during a half-century, to 2 death
sentences for that crime by the remaining 64.1 percent, lies in the Black Code
mentality of Louisiana courts and government. . o

The former legal differentiation between pui_nshmf:nt of Vth‘ltE criminals
and punishment of Negro criminals, wlnc}} exxste(li in pre-Civil War days,
established a practice of unequal justice; this practice was re»esta’bhshesl, and
continued with the setting up of post-Reconstruction white man’s rule”; the
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practice of unequal administration of the criminal statutes, particularly that
providing for the punishment of rape, backed and protected as it is by the
segregation and political subjugation of the Negro people in this state, and
facilitated by legal and constitutional ambiguities, still continues in all state
and local courts.

Document C

“THE MASTERs of the Government of the United States are the combined
cap_zmlwz: and manufacturers of the United States,” President Woodrow
Wilson declared in 1913. “A more nearly perfect mechanism for making the
poor poorer and the vich richer could scarcely be devised,” the Temporary
National Economic Committee declared in describing American monopoly.

Both observations are apropos of monopoly in the South. It dominates the
state governments there more nakedly than clsewhere. And it has made the
Southern people poorer than those of any other section of the nation, while
making itself the richest aggregate of capital the world has seen. The monopoly
listed below owes much of its favored position and gargantuan profiis to the

segregation, oppression and genocidal tervor it foments as a source of economic
and political control.

SOME DATA ON MONOPOLY CONTROL IN THE SOUTH
Morgan:

_ Thp huge stecl plants of the Tennessee Coal, Iron and Railroad Company
in B]rr.nmgham, Ensley, Bessemer, and Fairfield, Ala., its captive iron ore
mines in Alabama and its 362,432 acres of captive coal veins in Alabama and
Tennessce, since 1907 have belonged to the Morgan-launched and Morgan-
interest dominated U.S, Steel Corporation. So do the Virginia Bridge Com-
pany plants at Roanoke, Birmingham, and Memphis; the Universal Adas
Cement Company plants at Waco, Texas, and Leeds, Ala.; and since 1943
the American Republics Corporations plants at Port Arthur and Beaumont’
Texas., U.S. Steel also has a plant at New Orleans. ,

Morgan interests likewise control the Commonwealth and Southern Co.
leading southern utility company, the American Telephone and Telegrap};
Cec. (Bell System), and the Southern Railway Co.

Cleveland Financiers:

_Republic Steel, a Cleveland-controlled company, has plants and captive
mines in the Birmingham area and Gadsden.

du Ponts:

The E. I. Du Pont de Nemours & Co. has rayon, nylon, plastic, explosive
and chemical plants throughout the South—at Belle, Meadcwbrook,’Nemours
Weirton, W. Va.; Wurtland, Ky.; Waynesboro, Martinsville, and Richmond,
Va.; Old Hickory, Tenn.; Birmingham, Ala.; Bartlesville, Okla. Houston’
Stanton and Orange, Texas. Also under Du Pont control ate tl',w Generai

|
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Motors Corp. plants at Memphis and Atlanta, its saw mills in Louisiana and
Tennessee, and its timber tracts in Louisiana and Arkansas. Du Pont also
controls the United States Rubber Co. plants at Hogansville, Ga., Winnsboro,
S. C., Shelbyville, Tenn., and Scousville, Va.

Chemicals:

The chemical industry of the South is almost entirely in the hands of
large northern corporations—du Pont, Allied Chemical and Dye, Union
Carbide and Carbon, Celanese Corporation of America, the American Viscose
Corporation, largest rayon-producing corporation. Dow Chemical Co. has
tremendous plants near Houston and has bought four government-owned
plants in the area. Monsanto Chemical Co. is also expanding in the South.
The American Bemberg Corporation, North American Rayon, and the Amer-
ican Enka Corporation, with plants entirely in the South, are subsidiaries of
the Algemeene Kuntzijde Unie N.V., a Netherlands concern.

Rockefellers & Oil:

One of the South’s greatest natural resources is petroleum. This has fallen
almost entirely into the hands of great monopolies, principally the Rockefellers.

The Humble Oil and Refining Co., operating mainly in Texas but also in
Louisiana and New Mexico, and the Carter Oil Co., producing largely in
Oklahoma, are subsidiaries of the Rockefeller-controlled Standard Qil Co. of
New Jersey and constitute the entire producing facilities of that company, the
largest petroleum company in America. They hold in fee and under lease
some 20,000,000 acres in the United States, mainly in the South, The Interstate
Oil Pipe Line Co. and the Plantation Pipe Line Co. are also subsidiaries of
Standard Qil (N.]J.).

Standard Oil Co. of California, also a Rockefeller company, has under
lease 613,903 acres in Texas, 246,346 acres in Mississippi, 217,656 acres in
Louisiana, 733,899 acres in Georgia, and 207,062 acres in Alabama, and
additional acreage in other southern states, although this company operates at
the present time almost entirely in California and has actual southern oil wells
in operation only in Texas, Louisiana, and Mississippi. The rest of its acreage
is for further use.

Rockefeller interests also control the Socony-Vacuum Oil Co., Inc., which
holds about eleven million acres of land in the United States, about seven
million acres in the South. Of its 10,621 oil and gas wells operating in the
United States, 5,708 at the end of 1945 were in Texas, 1,758 in Oklahoma,
278 in Louisiana and 20 in Mississippi.

The Coronado Corporation, owning and operating oil properties in Texas,
Louisiana, and Alabama, is owned by the Stanolind Oil and Gas Company
which is owned by another Rockefeller company, the Standard Oil Co. of
Indiana. Standard Oil (Ind.) has producing or prospective acreage in Arkansas,
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Mississippi, and Alabama though its chief pro-
ducing properties at present are in Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico,
Wyoming, and Louisiana. The Mexican Petroleum Corporation of Georgis
with a refinery at Savannah, and the Pan-American Refining Corporation
with refineries at Texas City, Texas, and Destrehan, La., are other subsidiarie

of Standard Oil (Indiana).
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Another Rockefeller company, Atlantic Refining Company, owns oil ri

on 3,_665,000 acres in the U.S., much of it in P%labamg, Ay;‘kansas O%‘ll;t%s;s
Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas, and Mississippi. A smaller Rocke%eller—con:
trolled company, the Ohio Oil Company, has oil and gas lands or leases on
prod.ur:tlon in Keqtucky, Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas

~ Joining hans]s with Rockefeller interests in joint exploitation of oil resources
in the Near East is the Texas Company, fifth largest American oil corpora-
tion, which operates mainly at present in Texas, but also has extensive
ogeraugns'm Oklahoma ;nd Louisiana. It has more than 1o million acres of
oil producing or potential producing 1 i i

o Statégs, minly y tie southg' land owned in fee or under lease in the

Mellon:

Gulf Oil Corporation with millions of acres under lease in the South is a
Mellon concern. Mellon also controls the Koppers Co., with many southern
plants and.the Virginian Railway Company.

Shell Union Oil Corporation, which is controlled by the great Royal Dutch
petroleum company, holds in fee or under lease 365,743 acres in Louisiana
12%12192 acres in Oklahoma, and go7,593 acres in Texas, ,

ese companies and a few others not quite so large are rapidl iri
control of all the potential cilfields in the South. Tﬁgus the ;i;f:ogya%qaii:ﬁ
311119C2r¥1tpﬁn§ holds ;lmde; lﬁ‘ase 1,678,976 acres of land in Florida where
46 it had not tried to drill a single well; and in Mississippi
acres only 8oo of which were “provﬁn.” S DBt Iy G

Pulp & Paper:
Another great industry of the South is the manufa
: cture of pulp and
from wood supplied by the South’s “forests. This industry is I{J:nng} of thgaﬂi
concentrat,ed of America’s industries so far as ownership is concerned But
the world’s lz%rgest paper company, the International Paper Company, with
assets amounting to over 250 million dollars, has huge plants in Mobile, Ala.;
Camden, Arkansas; Panama City, Florida; Moss Point, Mississippi; G,eorgé-’
tomg, South Caérobng; rimddthree plants in Louisiana. It owns one and # halt
million acres of timberland in the South. It exercise
th?rpress through ownership and sales. TR e
he Union Bag and Paper Com .
pany, world’s largest producer of
bags, also.contro!led by northern capital, has its principal glant at ngaizgir
where, prior to its current expansion, it produced each eight-hour day nine
hundred and sixty tons of Kraft pulp, 500 tons of Kraft paper, 400 tons of
E;-zfc l;oards atnc’c1 14,500,000 paper bags. This company owns in fee or holds
o : :
- Flo{l?g;erm ease 468,269 acres of woodlands in Georgia, South Carolina,
Also Wall Street-controlled is the West Virgini
\ ginia Pulp and Paper Compan
W}ECh bctwe\cn 1923 and 1943 bought 345,800 acres of timberlfﬂds in Nporty};
and South Qarqilna and has huge plants at Covington, Va., and Charleston
S._ C. plant ‘Which started operations in 1937. The lease runs for fifty ears:
Wl%lhan Coptlon to renew for another fifty years. '
e Container Corp. of America, third largest i i
s paper prod
country, has plants at Forth Worth, Texas and Feman%inap Flour?z; l?t ;ilg
controls the Sefton Fibre Can Company with a plant at New Orleans
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The Brunswick Pulp and Paper Company which began operation at Bruns-
wick, Georgia, in 1938 is jointly owned by two northern corporations, the
Scott Paper Co., of toilet-tissue fame, and the Mead Corp. The Mead Corpo-
ration has plants of its own at Lynchburg and Radford, Virginia; Nashville,
Knoxville, Harriman, Kingsport and Newport, Tenn.; and Sylva, N. C.

The Champion Paper and Fibre Company, a fifty million dollar northern
corporation, has mills at Houston, Texas; Canton, N. C.; and Sandersville, Ga.
It owns about 75,000 acres of timberland and holds a contract for prefer-
rential right to purchase another million and a half acres in Texas.

Rubber:

Rubber is a relative newcomer to the South; Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co.
which accounts for about one-third of all rubber sales and is controlled by the
Cleveland group of financiers, has a tire and rubber plant with nearly 3,000
employees at Gadsden, Ala., and tire cord plants at Cedartown, Cartersville,
and RocKmart, Ga., and Decatur, Ala. At the end of 1947 it was still operat
ing a government-owned war plant at Houston, Texas.

Tirestone, which is a family-controlled northern corporation depending
on a Ford connection for its market, prior to the war got 30 percent of it:
production from its Memphis plant. It also has plants at Gastonia, N. C., anc
Bennettsville, S. C., and at the end of 1947 was still operating government
owned synthetic rubber plants at Lake Charles, La,, and Port &Neches, Texas

The B. F. Goodrich Company has large plants in Alabama, Georgia, Ten
nessee, Kentucky, and Oklahoma.

The U.S. Rubber Company has three mills in Georgia and other plants ir
South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia and Tennessce.

Tobaceo:

The South’s industries most closely allied to agriculture, such as the fer
tilizer plants and the tobacco plants, the cotion oil mills and the cotto
compresses, are dominated by giant corporations.

Prices paid to southern farmers for the tobacco crop are pretty muc
determined by the big tobacco companies whose giant southern plants suppl
the nation with cigarettes. In 1934, according to the Agricultural Income Ir
quiry of the Federal Trade Commission published in 1938 (Part x, Princip:
Farm Products), Liggett & Myers, the American Tobacco Company, an
R. J. Reynolds, makers of Chesterfield, Lucky Strike, and Camel cigarett
respectively, bought nearly half the United States tobacco crop, and nearl
20 per cent of the crop sold for use in this country. The six leading con
panies bought 58 percent of the total crop and more than 87 percent of tt

crop sold domestically.

Cotton:

The compressing and warehousing of cotton is dominated by another gias
$160,000,000 corporation, Anderson, Clayton & Company, largest mercha;
diser of cotton in the world with buying organizations in the United Staie
Brazil, Mexico, Argentina, Peru, Paraguay and Egypt. In 1933, this coinpar
bought 10 percent of the American cotton crop. It employs about 6,000 me
and women in this country and 6,500 abroad. Tts subsidiaries include chais
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of cotton compress plants and warehouses located in Georgia, Texas, Louisiana,
Alabama, North Carolina, Tennessee, Arizona and California. It also operates
cotton oil mills and cotton gins in Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Arizona,
and California. The stock of this company is handled through J. P. Morgan
and Co,, and the Morgan-interest controlled bank, the Guaranty Trust Co,
of New York.

Second largest cotton factor in the South is the family of South Carolina’s
Senator Maybank.

Meat Packing & 0il:

Swift & Company, the great meat packer, with sales that led the nation in
1946, has some 40 cotton seed oil plants and refineries in the South, r2
fertilizer plants, 11 packing plants, nine dairy and poultry plants and eight
ice-cream processing plants. These are only its principal southern properties,

Armour & Co., which in 1946 led the nation’s meat-packing industry in
profits, has large packing plants at Atlanta, Ga,; Birmingham, Ala.; Fort
Worth, Texas; Lexington, Ky.; Memphis, Tenn.; Oklahoma City, Tifton, Ga.;
and a rendering plant at Fort Worth, Texas. It has fertilizer works at Albany,
Atlanta, and Columbus, Ga.; Greensboro, N, C.; Houston, Texas; Jacksonville,
Fla.; Nashville, Tenn.; Navassa, N. C.; New Orleans, La.; Augusta, Ga,;
Birmingham, Ala.; Columbia, S. C.; Montgomery, Ala.; Norfolk, Va. It also
Operates cotton seed oil plants, Wilson & Company; third largest meat packer,
has plants at Oklahoma City and Columbus, Ga., and 2 cottonseed oil and
compound lard refinery at Chattanooga,

The Cudahy Packing Company, last of the Big Four, has plants at Albany,
Ga., Leedwood, near Mempbhis, Tenn,, and Victoria, Texas.

The Buckeye Cotton Qil Co. with plants in Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia,
Mississippi, North Carolina, and Tennessee is owned by the soap monarch,
Procter and Gamble, which also has soap and glycerine plants at Macon, Ga,
Dallas, Texas, and Portsmouth, Va, During the war it operated three govern-
ment munitions plants in the South,

These companies together with the Wesson Oil and Snowdrift Co., owners
of 69 cottonseed crushing mills and 100 cotton ginneries, seven peanut shelling

plants, seven shortening plants, 28 fertilizer plants, and miscellaneous other
plants labelled under various nhames, operate together to control the price of
cottonseed paid to the farmer and play an important part in credit extended
to the cotton grower. Wesson Oil and Snowdrift Company owns the Southern

Cotton Oil Company, the Refuge Cotton Ol Company, the International
Vegetable Oil Co., and many others,

Textiles:

While southern textiles remains one of the least concentrated of American
industries, the ten largest corporations owning in 1948 probably not more
than about a fifth of the spindles and possibly a fourth of the looms, it should
be noted that much of the southern textile industry is owned by northern
corporations or is under northern control,

The southern textile industry was originally native but northern companies
moved in increasingly after 1910. By 1931 at least 6 percent of the spindles
and 3.7 percent of the looms were northern owned; in South Carolina 13

i
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rcent of the spindles and 1o percent of the looms; in Georgia 20 perceélttg:
Eﬁe spindles and 14.4 percent of the looms; in Alablama 36 perifnt ?;arter
spindles and 37 percent of the looms. Nearly half the mll;c looms and a g
of the silk spindles in the South were northern-owned.® e deorec
There are indications that the depression years served todmgrc:.ste ostirar
i iderably. The later war years and first two post-
of northern ownership considera later iz Sl
eritable revolution in southern te »
B e 2 h hi d ing with northern
i i wnership and merging
chains of mills passing into northern o : > i
i 1 integration of the industry. Between ) 1
capital, as well as a genera ‘ o e
i ty of the textile industry w
a fifth of the productive capacity . iR o
i hese years. One leading newc
such changes of hands during t e
Rhode Island Company, whic
south was the war-born Textron, Inc., a \
iﬁ: Manville-Jenckes Company and Textron Southern, Incorporatf‘d, o1;§ani;c§
in 1946 to take over the Gossctt mills in North and South Carolina. Ano
was 9] P. Stevens & Co. of New York, the leading cottor;1 cqmrrilssipln n;te]:-
: du ' e com-
i t 1946 they merged nine texti
chants during the recent war. In Augus 6 they
;anies in thegCarolinas and a producing subsidiary in Massachusetts.

i i 5 - i t group con-
' for the above information are as follows: For interes
tr(jlsz?;(gc::mzrother information: Economic Concerzzrckz‘r;og and lﬁgarldm?iftc;z Itl(;
Plants Corporation to the Special Commi
(Report of the Smaller War ; s e e
1 f American Small Business, U.S. Senate, 79 . ;
g?:fiznprﬁ:;;?rs i%o. 6; U.S. Government Printmg1 O;ﬁie, Washlrftogingfg.[)l
! , : tmen
individual company data: Moody’s Manual of Inves i
angolgot'rc’ng“rrll, [1'1(.'.ustriarlJ Sccurities, Moody’s Invcstor; Service, New York, 1945,
nd 1948, and The Wall Street Journal. . —
19%50,r Itiicfi]i indl?:try, some material was secured from the Journal gf PCorr:
merce, the Textile World, the Manufacturers Record, Standard an oor’s
Ifzdus;ry Surveys, and Davison’s Textile Blue Book, 1940.]

Document D

ConcREss, by its consistent refusal to act for the p.roteccnon a:i welcjz?;:t ?;,::::
1 tizens who are Negroes, incites Genocide ag them.

15,000,000 American citizen ' . - 2 e s e
{ believes Negro Americans shou

Its conduct clearly shows that it Neg _ el 6 ko]

1 he Constitution. This partial calen
the protection of the law and 1t . i
mmfshz'ng of the ione, temper and maneuvers of Congress toward the Negr

people from January 16, 1950 to September 21, 1950.

i ing ri hich had

¢ R, N.D.) attacked an anti-lynching rider wt :
SEgleygLuzgldgaA:sﬁ:n(aﬁti-poll tax bill, and called for a Congressional in-
stdgaggn of “so-called Negro leaders” who call upon Congress to enact
/arii:z}fynrg Sh tsSi:'xv:ts(‘)r Langer, who two days earlier had attacked all civil rigél'tﬁ
iegislatiojrll, attached an anti-lynching and an anti-poll tax rider to a bi

1 g he Southern Appalachian Pied
F. Lemert, The Cotton T:.’.l’fi[f Industry of t ¢
mor:t) ieclsB;”ﬂ University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, 1933.
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to permit the coloring of oleomargari i i
: garine, in a maneuv t
alienate Southern support for the bill and thus ensure its dceffeatl.n s
]anua%z 20. Dr, H. M Grlfﬁth? lobbyist for the National Economic Council
; testified at a committee hearing against the antilynching bill, S. r726.
aflz:zgzlf;yc 21;5‘{1'1 Sen. Scott Lucas (D, IlL) introduced an amendment to the
e ill which would prevent it from going into effect until the various
$ :ftt; e%;lslatures ha(('li resolved that discrimination in employment existed
within the stat i
ek FEiv.)(a:.eJ and had set up a state FEPC agency to work with the
February 1. Anti-lynching bil
. An g bill S. g1 was scheduled f i i
5 bepon the motion of Sen. Lucas (D., 11l.) it was passf:i]rc»fi{nzlrl.ﬂderatmnJ o
ebr?ary 1% Harry S. Barger of the National Economic Council testified
ctore the Senate Subcommittee on Foreign Relations against ratificatio
of the Genocide Convention. 3
Febrlzfmiy 10. Rep. Rankin spoke of what he called a “disgusting report of
ia‘;i_:tc {%m(];dmhb \l’vcf)manhlawycr here by the name of Ruth Weygand” for
ing filed a brief with the U.S. Supreme Court agai ini
/ing . gainst dinir -
gatl?(;l in the Heqderson case. “Mr. Speaker, one of the greatef ffi(re::gtl:c
wor cv‘er‘knevs{ z.s'Albert Einstein, who should have been deported for his
5 zemmumsti%actlvmes years ago,” Rankin also said
ebruary 14. Rep. Rankin, in an attack aimed at “drientals”

: ) amo th
bg which he apparently referred to Jewish persons, said, “Do not f[:)%ggt IT::E
these alleged racial minorities have from 50 to 100 times as many of their
owplggoups on the Federal payroll in Washington as they are numericall
Eml} ed to, while our white American servicemen who fought the Nation’i

attles in time of war, and must now support its institutions in time of peac
are driven from the Federal payroll.” "
Ffbgzarl}\f/{_mr. Sen. John C, Stennis (D., Miss.) and Sen. James O, Eastland
£ 3] iss.) introduced the statement made by Louisiana district attorne
.eander H. Perez before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in i
Fsmon to ratification of the Genocide Convention. Y
eérEugg]ergsi.Slifgj. Clartc“l“loﬁ‘rnllan (Il{, Mich.) declared that advocates of
: want “special privileges, special administration which wi
?:z:rﬂl\? give equ;}l{nyﬁo tllzem, but special privileges . . . as the gcrlxilen?;ﬂ
f Mississippi, Mr. Rankin once said . . . the i
Fl; this country are the white taxpaying Gentile‘gﬁ?up S
eAruary. 16. Rep. Louis B. Heller (D., N.Y.) pointed out that the U.S
a;(ringh;st ?}?; n;aklajnggr due progress against racial discrimination in its ranI::s;
etw i o
cei Wfﬂﬂ_” een principles and practices “is all too apparent to the
February 23. Despite izati
4 protests of Negro organizations that sucl
VFVE;IS prove worse than none, the House passed, 240 to 177?(;]“301132?21'”5
W blll_\‘i, H.R. 4453 which would rely upon moral suasion alone. i
i 3 H.ep.f]ames B. Hare (D, S.C.) charged that if the Presidental
order calling for the ehman.amon of racial discrimination in the armed force
is carried out and not rescinded it will cause “an untold amount of dis S
Mszor’l and insurrection among the ranks of our fighting men.” o
a;m 13. Rep. Hare in a speech against civil rights legislation declared
Jt ;t racx:] prejudice cannot be regulated by law &
{pril 14. Sen. Clyde R, Hoey (D., N.C.) read -
! . e DLE, to the Senat itori
from the April 12 issue of the Christian Science Monitor e[;iifie?in"gglpt::;ta:

¥

APPENDIX 235

but Equal” which said in part: “To throw out segregation bodily within

states that still desire it would run all the dangers we have listed where law

presses custom too fast and hard. To demand equality as the price for
separateness, on the other hand, promises steady and peaceful progress.”

April 19. FEPC legislation was scheduled for consideration by the Senate, but
was passed over at the request of 'Sen. Allen J. Ellender (D., La.) speaking
for Sen. Olin . Johnston (D, 8.C.).

An amendment to the 1950 District of Columbia appropriations bill, which

would have denied funds to any agency practicing racial or religious dis:

crimination, was offered by Rep. Vito Marcantonio (ALP, N.Y.), but was

defeated 67 to 21.

April 20. An editorial was inserted in the Conmgressional Record from the
April 19 Washington Times Herald, entitled “Truth on Civil Rights,” anc
charging that the Democrats had done nothing to secure passage of the
civil rights program.

May 3. The House Committee on the District of Columbia voted unanimously
to report favorably H.R. 5068, which would take public swimming pool
in the District of Columbia out of the jurisdiction of the U.S. Departmen
of Interior, and place them under the control of the District Commissioners
(The Interior Department had inaugurated a policy of nonsegregation
whereas it was the policy of the Commissioners to segregate the races.)

May 10. Rep. Jacob Javits (R., N.Y.) and Rep. Marcantonio introduced amend
ments to FLR. 7786, the 1950 General Appropriations Bill, which wouls
have denied funds to any Governmental agency practicing racial, religious
or national discrimination; but the amendments were defeated.

May 8, g, 10, 12, 15, 16. Southern Senators conducted filibuster against motio

to take up consideration of FEPC bill, S. 1728.
Sen. Forrest C. Donnell (R., Mo.) introduced a petition for a rehearing file
by the Attorney General of California objecting to a ruling by the Cal
fornia Supreme Court invalidating that state’s Alien Land Act as bein
repugnant to the United Nations Charter.

May 18. Rep. Rankin charged that FEPC legislation was “being fostered an
pressed by alien-minded minorities that have for their purpose the amalg:
mation of the races and the destruction of the white man’s civilization
and wiping Christianity from the face of the earth.”

May 19. A motion to limit debate on FEPC, which requires 64 votes fc
passage, was defeated in the Senate by a vote of 52 to 32
Three Senators attacked the ruling of California court invalidating th:
state’s Alien Land Act as being repugnant to the United Nations Charte

May 23. An amendment offered by Rep. Adam Clayton Powell (D., N.Y.) |
deny funds to Government agencies in the District of Columbia whic
discriminate was yoted down.

May 24. An amendment to H.R. 6826 to extend the Selective Service Ac
which would prohibit discrimination in the armed forces, was offered t
Reps. Powell and Javits, but was voted down.

May 25. Subcommittee on Foreign Relations heard Gerald L. K. Smith testi
in favor of amending the United Nations Charter to drastically eurta
powers of the organization.

June 1. Rep. Rankin spoke against FEPC, introduced a letter “from my goc
friend, Hon. George W. Armstrong, of Natchez, Mississippi” (Armstror
is an oil and cotton multimillionaire, who offered $50,000,000 to Jeffersc
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Military College in Mississippi if it would pledge to bar Negroes and Jews |

and teach white supremacy.)

June 6. Rep. Ed Gossett (D., Tex.) attacked the Supreme Court for its rulings
in the Sweatt, McLaurin, and Henderson cases (which ordered opening
white state colleges to Negroes where equal separate facilities are not pro-
vided, and an end to segregation in dining cars). “If Solicitor General
Perlman has his way, America will eventually be communized,” Gossett said,
Rep. Hoflman (R. Mich.) and Rep. Ben H. Guill (R., Tex.) endorsed
Gossett’s views. Guill charged that the Supreme Court was waging war upon
the South.

June 5. Rep. Rankin charged that the Supreme Court’s decisions on civil rights
have done more to harm Negroes than anything since the Civil War which
abolished slavery.

June 8. The Senate Armed Services Committee adopted an amendment to
H.R. 6826 extending the Selective Service Act. Offered by Sen. Richard
Russell, (D., Ga.), the amendment would enable servicemen to decide
whether they wished to serve in segregated or unsegregated units.

June 12, Rep. Rankin attacked the Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B’rith
for having condemned racial segregation in District of Columbia swimming
pools. “That gang has been run out of every civilized country on earth
except this one, and they are headed for the same treatment here,” Rankin
said.

June 21. Twenty-nine Senators voted in favor of the bill which would permit
draftees to serve in segregated units of the armed forces if they preferred;
42 Senators voted against the measure,

Jume 22. Sen, James O, Eastland (D., Miss.) said that the South has no

apologies to make for racial segregation, and is determined to maintain it.
He introduced S. J. Res. 189, which would provide Federal funds for a
study to determine what it would cost to provide “separate but equal”
educational facilities for the two races. His resolution was referred to the
Committee on Labor and Public Welfare.
An amendment to the Selective Service Act which would punish any act of
violence against servicemen because of race, color, national origin, ancestry,
rank, or religion was offered by Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey (D., Minn.) but
was defeated.

June 2. Sen. William E. Jenner (R., Ind.) introduced a series of editorials
from the New Orleans States opposing ratification of the Genocide Con-
vention of the United Nations.

July 12. Motion to limit debate on FEPC defeated 55 to 33. Twenty-two
Democrats and 33 Republicans voted to limit debate, and 27 Democrats
and 6 Republicans voted against limiting debate,

July 17. Rep. Gosset (D., Tex.) called for abolition of Presidential elector
system to reduce power of “bloc voting” (which he attributed to Negroes,
Jews, etc.).

August 11. Rep. Henderson Lanham (D., Ga.) denied that he had called
William L. Patterson, head of the Civil Rights Congress, a “n——r.” Rep.
Lanham went on to say that segregation is best for both races.

August 28. Rep. Rankin attacked the United Nations and called for its
abolition.

August 29, Rep. Rankin again attacked the United Nations as a “Tower of
Babel,” and for trying to dictate to the U.S. what to do in Korea.
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i f H. J. 538 w©
. Sam Hobbs (D., Ala.) spoke in behalf o
Sf?g:;i’e&'lg; 41§1§pAmil:dme(:xt of E:hc Constitution which purplorts to guarantee
civil and political rights to Negroes and all persons equal g it 1
September 7. Sen. Clyde R. Hoey (D., N.C.) called upon t ;:1 : na 2 5% 1
ratify the Genocide Convention, on the ground that it would imp
rights. .
September 8. A speech entitled
publisher of the New Orleans

sing ratification of the
Se?f::szi‘r 01;;?00ngmotion of Sen. Russell and others, the Senate passed over

i i d H.R. 4453). Also
hich were scheduled to come up (8. 1728 an 53,
Effs’fgl t:i}:rww:; S. 2595, a bill to create a Human Rights Commission for
the District of Columbia.
September 14. Rep. Rankin,

“Government by Treaty” delivered by the;
Sates was inserted in the Congressiona
Genocide Convention.

in debate on the Internal Security Act, proposed

. [PEME 1)
i jon for “disloyal minorities.
oncentration camps and deportation . e
Se?tember 21. Rep. James C. Davis (D., Ga.) charged that the rc;‘lnal:':c iZl
Negroes and agitators is not equal educational opportunities,

equality.”
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HIS IS the historic Petition presented to the United
Nations in 1951, now reprinted with a Preface by Ossie
Davis and a Foreword by William L. Patterson, the editor of
the Petition. In support of the charge that the racism of
government and its agencies is a crime punishable under the
UN Genocide Convention, the Petition presents specific,
documented evidence of inhuman racist practices in the
United States.

The innumerable beatings, frame-ups, arrests and murders
of black Americans have continued unabated since this
Petition was first presented. Civil rights commissions ap-
pointed by three Presidents have amassed plenty of evidence,
but no adequate remedial measures have been taken by
government. The racist assault is epitomized by the repressive
crusade against the Black Panthers and the murderous attacks
upon black youth in our cities, as well as repressive actions
against all racial minorities.

A new campaign has been launched by the Emergency
Conference Committee, under the co-chairmanship of Ossie
Davis, Dick Gregory and Angie Dickerson, to again present
the Petition to the UN. Among the sponsors are such out-
standing leaders of the black liberation and civil rights move-
ments as Mrs. Coretta Scott King, Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy,
Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm, Huey P. Newton, Bobby
Seale, Arthur Kinoy, Al Evanoff, Dr. Nathan Wright, and
others.

The Petition may now receive the hearing it deserves.
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