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MAFGA (Minoh Association For Global Awareness)

HEWERZR

THE MINOH POST includes information from Minoh City,
the Minoh Multicultural Center and the Minoh Association
for Global Awareness (MAFGA). It is written in “Easy
Japanese”, Korean, Chinese and English. The “Minoh City
Information” section contains important notices by Minoh
City chosen from the Momiji Dayori, the monthly newsletter
published by Minoh City and distributed to Minoh City
residents. MAFGA compiles THE MINOH POST once
every two months and sends it to international residents. If
you wish to receive issues, please contact MAFGA.
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A large number of people gathered at the “Multi-Ethnic
Festival 2023” held on Sat., November 11. One of the most
popular attractions was “Carrom Corner” at “Sekai-no-
AsoVIVA” for experiencing games from around the world.
There were 8 carrom boards and 4 players each enjoyed
the game in turn.

#: Carrom is a tabletop game widely played in India and other

East Asian countries, sometimes expressed as carom or

” tkarum. The rules are similar to billiards; a game is usually

played on a square board shooting a striker with fingers to

7 i pocket flat pucks into the hole in the corner. Two years ago,

Ms. Oshadhi from Sri Lanka, a coordinator of “Hitokoma”,
introduced us to carrom game. (“Hitokoma” is a place
produced by Osaka University and MAFGA together to
connect students and youths with the local community.)
Since then, people who dropped in at “Hitokoma” have
played carrom, got to know each other and found a place
to belong to. And now, carrom has become indispensable
medium to connect people. Carrom competitions have held
several times at the Osaka University Summer Festival and
MAFGA events.

One of such visitors at “Hitokoma” is Mr. Shibano from
Minoh Higashi Community Sports Club. He came to
“Hitokoma” to coach boccia, and played carrom for the first
time during waiting time. Immediately he got interested in
the game. Thinking only one unit was not good enough to
enjoy the game with more people, he reproduced a carrom
board, pucks and a stand by himself using the carrom
equipment at “Hitokoma” as a model. He created one board
after another, and just before the “Multi-Ethnic Festival” a
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smaller model popular as “Hikone carom”, which is the
mainstream in Shiga Prefecture, was completed.

In addition to MAFGA, Mr. Shibano donated his handmade
carrom board sets to two Community Welfare Associations
in Higashi Elementary School and Toyokawa-minami
Elementary School districts. Carrom is easy to start for
everyone, and good for children and seniors since it can be
played while sitting. He plans to continue creating
handmade carrom boards and have them installed at
various facilities in Minoh City.

— i If you find a carrom board somewhere, please play on it.

You can enjoy playing at “Hitokoma” located on the 3rd floor
of Osaka University Minoh Campus, open every
Wednesday and Thursday from 10:00 to 15:00.
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Voices of International Residents

We introduce residents from various countries who live
in this area and interview them about how they take part
in the local community. The theme of this issue is “Love
for Hanshin Tigers (professional baseball team)”.

No. 34 Ms. Marasri Miyamoto

®Ms. Marasri Miyamoto
was born in Bangkok,
Thailand and grew up in
Nakorn Pathom. After she
graduated from university in
Thailand, she came to
Japan to study at the School
of Letters in Osaka
University in 1977. She
earned her doctorate at the
started to work as an assistant professor at Osaka
University of Foreign Studies. Now, she is an emeritus
professor at Osaka University, and works as a part-time
lecturer for two universities. (Interviewed by Natsuko
Konishi-Attwood)

-- You have been working at universities for a long
time, but what do you like to do (outside of work)?

| like watching baseball. | have been enjoying watching
sports such as boxing and football since | was a child.
But since | started to live in Japan, | especially came to
love baseball.

-- What made you love baseball in particular?

First, | started to watch high school baseball. There was
a TV in the cafeteria at the dormitory when | was a
student. As other students were watching high school
baseball, | started to watch and liked it.

Around that time, | noticed there were many people
wearing caps with HT on them - both children and grown-
ups. Of course, they were Hanshin Tigers caps!
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At the university where | started work, there was a
teacher who was a big Tigers fan and | often heard about
the Tigers. That made me watch professional baseball.
This was the start of my passion for Hanshin Tigers!

| started to check the TV schedule on the newspaper
and didn’t miss a single game. When the team wins, |
read the sports page on the newspaper without fail. If
they lose, | don’t read it. (lol)

-- | suppose you were so excited watching
Hanshin’s games this year then?

Yes, | never missed a game when they were on TV. If
there was no broadcast, | checked BS. If it wasn’t on BS,
| checked CS and if it wasn’t on CS, | checked Yahoo
Sports Navi on the computer. | have been following the
games in this way, but | was not in Japan at the moment
of the league championship! | was in Thailand for an
international conference. | was watching the updates on
my smartphone. “Why am | not in Osaka at this very
moment!”, “| have been waiting and waiting for years
and years!”, | said to myself and was so disappointed.
Now the baseball season is over and my everyday life is
lacking something. | am like an empty shell right now.

-- Is your family also fan of Hanshin?

Yes, when my children were small, we used to go to a
baseball stadium to see the games. Since my children
were holding Tiger's megaphones, they were often
asked “Did they win?” by people we didn’t know. | feel
like Hanshin fans are all friends. | still go to stadiums to
see games sometimes. And | go home watching people
singing “Rokko-oroshi” *

[* Team song of Hanshln Tigers released in 1936]

-- Don’t you join them and sing “Rokko-oroshi”?
No, | sing by myself at home. (lol) | can sing all from
verses 1 to 3. The lyrics are very beautiful. They are
literary and | love it. | especially love the verse 1. Lyrics
that people created a long time ago are beautiful.

My dream is to translate baseball terms into Thai. There
is no baseball in Thailand. But | think of a future where
Thai people play baseball someday ... What | should
translate pitcher, homerun into, or what top and bottom
of innings should be... | have fun thinking about it.

-- Do you have any advice for the people who are
coming to Japan to study?

| think that their lives are different from mine when |
came to Japan. For example, the regulation has been
changed and they can work part-time now. This could
be an opportunity to learn Japanese society and
relationship between people. | want them to make the
most of their various opportunities. They can be fans of
baseball, of course! (lol)
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Minoh City Information

At the Minoh City website, click on the top-right button
<Multilingual> to find information in [ENGLISH, [CHINESE,
IKOREAN, [EASY JAPANESE]. http://www.city.minoh.lg.jp/

Novel Coronavirus

@Free Official Certificates Issued at City Office
In order to receive financial support for citizens who suffer
income-cuts or lost their jobs because of COVID-19,
various certificates issued at City Office (certified copies of
residence registrations, registered seal certificates, or tax
certificates) are free of charge until Thu., Dec. 28, 2023.
For details:

Citizen Registration Division (Madoguchi-ka) for residence
registrations or registered seal certificates

TEL: 072-724-6726 FAX: 072-724-0853

e-mail: simin@maple.city.minoh.lg.jp

Tax Division (Zeimu-shitsu) for tax certificates

TEL: 072-724-6709 FAX: 072-723-5538

e-mail: zeimu@maple.city.minoh.lg.jp

Children & Education

@ICT Education Is Progressing at Elementary

and Middle Schools in Minoh!

Minoh City has already distributed one tablet device to
every student attending municipal elementary and middle
schools. They make good use of this device not only in
regular classes but also in online classes, which enables
them to learn even when classes are suddenly closed.

@ Introduction of learning support software “tomoLinks”
The “tomoLinks” is a software for online classes on tablet
devices for students who feel anxious about going to school
due to the COVID-19 or who are staying at home due to
class closures. This software enables students to engage
in a various kinds of self-learning. Thanks to this software
teachers can make an easier communication with
guardians. The examples are (1) - (4) below.

(1) Online classes:

Teachers can conduct online classes in the same way they
do in the classroom by distributing and collecting handouts
to students even at home and they can also correct the
answers written by the students on the screen on real-time
basis.

(2) Video conference:

This software also enables video conference, so students’
homes and schools can be easily connected.

(3) Digital communication notebook between teachers and
guardians:

When a teacher writes messages in the digital
communication notebook, the contents are simultaneously
distributed to students’ devices and guardians’
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smartphones, etc. In addition, guardians can use their
smartphones to notify a teacher of their child’s absence or
tardiness.

(4) Utilizing drill books on the tablet devices:

The tablet device contains study drills for 4 elementary
school subjects and 5 middle school subjects, so students
are free to tackle study drills at any grade level according
to their abilities. For example, if a student is a sixth grader,
he/she can review fifth grade study drills and/or prepare for
middle school subjects.

For details: School Education Division (Gakko Kyoiku-
shitsu)

TEL: 072-724-6761 FAX: 072-724-6010

e-mail : edugakko@maple.city.minoh.lg.jp

@Briefing Session for 2024 School Enroliment
Briefing sessions will be held for the guardians of children
who will enroll in municipal elementary or middle schools in
Minoh City in April 2024. The guardians can get useful
information about what to prepare before enroliment and
how the school life will be, etc. Briefing procedures are
different according to schools; please check the table below
carefully.

P Todoromi and Saito-no-oka Junior High Schools don'’t
hold briefing sessions.

(1) Schools that hold sessions on the site:

Need to visit the school on the scheduled date and attend
the session. Simultaneous online delivery is available.

Name of School Date Start Reception
-IE—?edn(::e%rtna:ry School | TUe-Jan.23 | 10:00 9:30 -
E%yniggtary School | P Jan. 26 9:45 9:15-
Kita Thu., Jan. 25 10:00 9:30 -
Elementary School '

E?eyrgggizlr?School Thu., Jan. 18 | 10:00 9:30 -
?f,i}’émi(ghog‘gh ool | Wed. Jan 24 | 14:00 | 13:40 -
\[])L?rhg(rjl—(::lg% g)chool Fri., Jan. 26 16:30 | 16:15-
?L?ri}z)?k;iéwos.cegool Tue.,Jan. 30 | 14:30 | 14:10-

2 No online delivery for Kayano-kita Elementary School

(2) Schools that deliver videos for on-demand viewing:

Watch videos during the scheduled period. Prior to on-

demand viewing, you have to visit the school to receive
rinted materials.

Period of Video Delivery
* Period of Material Distribution

Name of School

Minoh Mon., Jan. 22 — Fri., Feb. 9
Elementary School * Mon., Jan. 22 — Fri., Feb. 2
Minami Tue., Jan. 23 — Fri., Feb. 9
Elementary School * Mon., Jan. 22 — Fri., Feb. 2
Nishi Thu., Jan. 25 — Fri., Feb. 16

Elementary School | *Mon., Jan. 22 — Wed., Jan. 24
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Period of Video Delivery
* Period of Material Distribution

Name of School

Mon., Jan. 22 — Fri., Jan. 26
* Mon., Jan. 22 — Wed. Jan. 31

Higashi
Elementary School

Seinan Mon., Jan. 22 — Wed., Jan. 31
Elementary School |  * Mon., Jan. 22 — Fri., Jan. 26
Naka Mon., Jan. 22 — Fri., Feb. 9

Elementary School * Mon., Jan. 22 — Fri., Feb. 2
Dai-san (No. 3) Mon., Jan. 22 — Fri., Mar. 29

Junior High School * Via Elementary School

(1) DEYBEER DHAR A ML 2 20(E. XD@E)D)

(3) Schools that only hand out printed materials:

Need to visit the school on the scheduled date to receive
printed materials. Some schools will provide detailed
explanation individually, if you so wish.

Name of School Date of Material Distribution

Kayano-higashi
Elementary School

Toyokawa-kita
Elementary School

Fri., Jan. 19 10:00 —10:30

Tue., Jan. 23 10:00 —11:00

Fri., Jan. 19 — Mon., Jan. 29

8:15 - 16:45
Individual explanation is available.
Fri., Jan. 19 9:30 — 10:30
Individual explanation is available.
sessions in other ways:

Session Procedure

Toyokawa-minami
Elementary School

Saito-no-oka
Elementary School
(4) Schools that hold

Name of School

Dai-ichi (No. 1) Individual Consultation
Junior High School | Thu., Jan. 25 14:00 -
Dai-ni (No. 2) Online Briefing Session

Junior High School | Mon., Jan. 22 16:00 —
X ltems at hand: School Attendance Notice Letter
(Shugaku Tsuchisho), writing utensils. When you visit the
school, you have to bring indoor shoes.

2 School Attendance Notice Letter (Shugaku Tsuchisho) is
i {0 be received by postal mail early in January 2024.

For details: School Life Support Division (Gakko Seikatsu
Shien-shitsu)

TEL: 072-724-6760 FAX:072-724-6010

e-mail : edushien@maple.city.minoh.lg.jp

@®Special Benefit for Low Income Families with

Children

Minoh City is supporting child rearing families badly
affected by the recent consumer price hike. Child-rearing
families with low income can receive “Special Benefit for
Supporting Low-income Families with Children (either for
Single-parent Households or Non-Single-parent
Households)” upon application. Children already enjoyed
this benefit are out of the scope of this application.

@ Eligibility

(1) The “single-parent households” specific benefit is
available to the following (a) and (b) categories of single-
parent or guardian households:

(a) Those who meet the income criteria of the Child Rearing
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income can also receive this special benefit:

(c) Those who are exempted from paying municipal
resident tax (per capita basis portion) or whose income this
year has decreased to the level as low as the same.
*Those who take refuge from DV in Minoh City are also
eligible.

Benefit amount: ¥50,000 per child

How to apply:

Fill out the application form downloaded from the Minoh
City website and submit it to the Desk for Early Childhood
(Kodomo Sogo Madoguchi) along with required documents
in person or by mail.

Application deadline: Thu., Feb. 29, 2024 (postmark valid
on the day)

For further information, please contact the following office.
For details: Desk for Early Childhood (Kodomo Sogo
Madoguchi)

TEL: 072-724-6791 FAX: 072-721-9907

e-mail: kodomo@maple.city.minoh.Ig.jp

Safety

@®Big Disaster! A "Yellow Handkerchief
(Yellow Cloth) Operation” to Inform “Our Family
Is All Right!"

When a disaster occurs, it is important to confirm neighbors’
- i safety and detect the people who need help quickly.

In Minoh City, “yellow handkerchiefs” (a big eye-catching
yellow cloth or towel) are used to quickly confirm if residents
are safe. Please put up a
“yellow handkerchief’” in
front of your house, at the
entrance for instance, if
everyone in your family at
home is safe and without
injury after a big disaster. It

informs  neighbors, “Our
family is all right!” at the time
of disasters such as

earthquakes. If there are no “yellow handkerchiefs”, people
in charge of the safety confirmation of the resident
association have to visit all houses, meet the residents and
ask if they are safe. This takes a lot of time. If “yellow
handkerchiefs” are used, the people in charge can confirm
the safety of the resident quickly and easily. And more
people’s lives will be saved. Please always keep a “yellow
handkerchief” in a place where you can easily take it out.
For details: Civil Defence Division (Shimin Anzen Seisaku-
shitsu)

TEL: 072-724-6750 FAX: 072-724-6376

e-mail: bousai@maple.city.minoh.lg.jp
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@10 Tips to Protect Your Life from House Fires
To prevent house fires and reduce damage, please check
the following “4 habits and 6 strategies” once again.

€4 habits (to prevent fire)

(1) Never smoke in bed.

(2) Do not place anything flammable items near heaters.
(3) Do not leave when using the stove.

(4) Remove dust from electrical outlets and disconnect
plugs not in use.

€6 strategies (to reduce damage when a fire breaks out)

(1) Use heaters and stoves with safety devices.

(2) Install residential fire alarm to find a fire quickly. Check
it regularly. Replace it with a new one every 10 years or so.
(3) Keep your room tidying up to prevent the spread of fire.
Use non-flammable (flame-resistant) fabrics for bedding,
clothing and curtains.

(4) Equip fire extinguishers to put out fire at an early stage.
And check how to use them.

(5) For the elderly and people with disabilities, make sure
to have an escape route and method ready.

(6) Take community-wide actions for preventing fires, such
as fire drills.

For details: Fire Prevention Office, Fire Department
Headquarters (Shobo Honbu Yobo-shitsu)

TEL: 072-724-9995 FAX: 072-724-3999

e-mail: yobou@maple.city.minoh.lg.jp

Life

@ Attention! As of November 15 the Hunting

Season Has Started.

This hunting season is from Wed., November 15 to Fri.,
March 15, 2024. Hunters engage in hunting wild boars,
deer, etc. using firearms, box traps and cunnings (traps
taking animals by roping their feet
suddenly), etc. in the mountain area.
Please be careful if you see a
warning sign “Traps Set” when you
are in the mountain area.

Since wild animals are active this
season, please carry bells or any
other ringing items with you for your
safety in the mountain.

For details: Environment & Animal
Division (Kankyo Dobutsu-shitsu)
TEL: 072-724-7039 FAX:072-723-5581

e-mail : animal@maple.city.minoh.lg.jp

E=!!
<<bE
sRiEh!!

@Year-end and New Year Holiday Closings

€ Minoh City Office

City Office: Closed from Fri., Dec. 29 to Wed., Jan. 3.
Toyokawa Branch, Todoromi Branch: Closed from Fri., Dec.
29 to Wed,, Jan. 3.

K Certificate Issuance: No service will be available at both
the City Office and convenience stores during the closing
period. Family registry: Service will be available at the
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12H20H (%) ~183 A K zhacd.

X B (KR [ThiofbE o, %smmwé@fb&u—
LEE 24BN D TERIHFFET, 1L \.Urau@ 1
(R oeEix. 125208 (£)~1838 K)o 10:00~
17:00 O ITBELTb2ET, 241 16:30 TTTT,

G<ETIS B FEELTAD, 3. BB AR £ E-fT
o'C(t‘éL\
\5,@ L YDU, jLw
F'EJ e EEFE_L
E 072-728-2001 |_:Ax:o72-728-7482
“ EEEBoCt A et a—

BW’)?ﬁf(ﬁL (A}

EP%EM'F@%:‘:%(DJLW(/J\ %ﬂ)’& ﬁo
12H29E1(%)~1J51 3 E|(7K)(Dﬁsﬁ® SRR 2 8:30 M
E%ﬁe B0ET. mgmg 00 b\b&“iUi‘é‘

12H28H <7|<>a 1578 (K)@%Hﬁlﬁaﬁli 18:30 B H
6:30 F T, n/g[i 19:00 h‘bt"‘i")iﬁ'

TACS & 1T £IL&

><1L§1%fsﬁnrt«b%amlz‘ré.,maéﬁor FoTEEL,
Xn/ggET@{#BH#FEﬂ[iﬂ_\ A“-V'@fﬂé;&ﬁffgi'@_o

EWS5UES

F’nEJ S EERR st R R a—
EEEE :072-729-1981 FAX:072-728-4194

& LenA
OXEE
(l) E»Ejisj VAL KB BEVWEHA B D 5 A E & Lebha

Mok -wE -G R - SREE, S0 LU
21 K -i: F— 12Ezga<%>~1ﬁaa<7k>l;t1mo

#H ELFEAL 125 g0

@) k4 E%EEZFFE 12H27H (K ~1H8A (H ) 1dHRA
><(1)o)liﬁ'a”r(;t 125158 (8) o kalicigsEiEs
1’§LJ%>;&75\’G§$'5"0
X(L)ORBRE R KRR VSR T RO EBY,
HREE-12H28H (K)17:00~1H4 A (X)9:30
12H28H (K)19: oo~1’ﬁ°§f§| (X)10:00

UiJl, ELWHBA & LahA
D E5 & L no
‘1228

E

é BH

R B A
T\iﬁiﬁﬁ DU 21 HEo—F—-

):r:s )Hi+

'Ei’(élé) 17: oo~1ﬁi 7 EI (7|<)10 00
A IE & LehA o M
ISR Z4E-- 12)5128EI(7|<)20 oo~1)514E|(7|<)9 00
& A FOHVL EIEHZS
oNEEL LTI HERS
HH53E S <M EM BLVEHA & LihA A Itmo
ey E-AENE 'E‘sbl,‘):U‘% 21 % EXRiRtoR
UﬁfL,L,;iéﬂ\ﬁf<L,m’) }}k BEA
. EE/:?Q’I'E‘/@ HO)&FEE/EQ'{Z) R EEIE}
£ 5p5L 0 CEIMNIFS LY ADH> A T
B EENES v a— 128208 (&) ~1838 0K) 1%
o
KHTY,
OALUTWT BH/INR

I25&£5

3 Ll
E-fBAIIL—kITY,
072-643-6301)

el 125 EA MNoFH> A T
12)5129El (£)~1A3B8 0K Fr

‘E)h [FAZERS WES & 2 0EFL5Ls T
ESTHIE Ve # X+ ¢

Y ’.)Enw L «bl,;o Bmaéﬁb;o

0$4ﬁ

2 Emergency patients with illnesses (Internal Medicine)
and serious injuries (Surgery) will be accepted 24 hours
even during the closing period. Emergency Dentistry will be
available from Fri., Dec. 29 to Wed., Jan. 3, from 10:00 to
17:00. The reception counter will be closed at 16:30. Be
sure to contact the hospital by phone before your visit.
Please bring your Health Insurance Card.

For details: Minoh City Hospital (Minoh Shiritsu Byoin)
TEL: 072-728-2001 FAX: 072-728-7482

¥ Toyono Wide Area Children Sudden lliness Center
Open only for children of middle school age and under for
Pediatrics between Fri., Dec. 29 to Wed., Jan. 3.

The reception hours from Fri., Dec. 29 to Wed., Jan. 3 are
from 8:30 to 6:30 the next morning. Treatment by doctors
starts at 9:00.

The reception hours of Thu., Dec. 28 and Thu., Jan. 4 are
from 18:30 to 6:30 the next morning. Treatment by doctors
starts at 19:00.

X Please bring your child’s Health Insurance Card and
Children’s Medical Care Certificate, etc.

2 You can get the information about estimated waiting time
for treatment on the center’s website.

For details: Toyono Wide Area Children Sudden lliness
Center (Toyono Koiki Kodomo Kyubyo Center)

TEL: 072-729-1981 FAX: 072-728-4194

®Libraries

(1) Chuo, Higashi, Sakuragaoka, Seinan, Onohara &
Semba Libraries, Right-pia 21: Closed from Fri., Dec. 29 to
Wed., Jan. 3.

(2) Todoromi Haihonsho: Closed from Wed., Dec. 27 to
Mon., Jan. 8.

2You may borrow books for about 3 weeks from Fri., Dec.
15 at library (1).

:Book drop at libraries (1) is unavailable during the period
as follows.

Chuo Library: From 17:00 on Thu., Dec. 28 until 9:30 on
Thu., Jan. 4.

Higashi & Seinan Libraries: From 19:00 on Thu., Dec. 28
until 10:00 on Thu., Jan. 4.

Sakuragaoka & Onohara Libraries, Right-pia 21:
17:00 on Thu., Dec. 28 until 10:00 on Thu., Jan. 4.
Semba Library: From 20:00 on Thu., Dec. 28 until 9:00 on
Thu., Jan. 4.

@ Certificate Issuing Service

Chuo, Sakuragaoka & Seinan Libraries, Right-pia 21,
Multicultural Center, Higashi Lifelong Learning Center,
Minoh Citizens’ Activity Center, Disaster Prevention Center
at Minoh Semba Carpark: No service is available from Fri.,
Dec. 29 to Wed., Jan. 3.

€ Orange Yuzuru Bus

Runs “Sundays/Holidays Route” from Fri., Dec. 29 to Wed.,
Jan. 3.

For details: Hankyu Bus Ibaraki Office (072-643-6301)

€ Municipal Parking Lots

Minoh Station Car Parking Building No. 1 & No. 2, Minoh

From
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Semba Carpark No. 1 & No. 2, Minoh Bicycle Parking Lot,
Minoh Semba Bicycle Parking Lot, Sakurai Bicycle Parking
Lot stay open during Year-end and New Year Holidays.
Makiochi Bicycle Parking Lot is closed from Fri., Dec. 29 to
Wed., Jan. 3.

©®MAFGA

Closed from Fri., Dec. 29 to Wed., Jan. 3.

For details: MAFGA

TEL: 072-727-6912 FAX: 072-727-6920

e-mail: info@mafga.or.jp

Please see the enclosed flyer for the garbage collection
schedule during Year-end and New Year Holidays.

Information from MAFGA

For details and application: MAFGA
TEL: 072-727-6912 FAX: 072-727-6920
e-mail: info@mafga.or.jp

@Japanese Language Classes at the End and
the Beginning of the Year

Classes Last class in 2023 | First class in 2024
Sasayuri Tue., Dec.12 Tue., Jan. 9
Seinan Nihongo Wed., Dec. 20 Wed., Jan. 10
Akane Thu., Dec. 14 Thu., Jan. 11
Himawari Fri., Dec. 15 Fri., Jan. 5
Kayano Nihongo Fri., Dec. 22 Fri., Jan. 12
T.E.S. Nihongo Sat., Dec. 16 Sat., Jan. 13
Higashi Nihongo Sun., Dec. 17 Sun., Jan. 14

@® “SAN SAN Club”, a Playgroup for Children

with Foreign Roots and Their Parents

It is a group, where parents with foreign roots raising
children in Japan and their children can connect and
interact with the local community through playing. Please
refer to the MAFGA website for details.

Intended for: Parents and children of international residents
(Children are preschoolers)

Date & Time: Jan. 9, Feb. 13, Mar. 12

All on Tuesday

13:00-14:30

Place: MAFGA 2F Playroom
Fee: Free
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Event Information

@Join the New Year Bus & Walking Tour!

Mt. Minoh was found by a famous monk for training 1300
years ago. Since its forest has been believed to enhance
the visitors’ power, many people visit the area. It is said that
visiting 3 temples of “Ryuanji”, “Saikouji”, and “Katsuo-ji”
located in this mountain at the beginning of a year brings
visitors the strongest luck for the year. Would you like to
experience Japanese culture through “Hatsumoude,” which
people wish for new year’s luck and happiness by visiting
local shrines and temples?

(1) Contents:

-- Shuttle bus: Minoh Station, Hankyu Line — Katsuo-ji
Temple — The Minoh Great Waterfall

-- Walking: The Minoh Great Waterfall - Ryuaniji Temple —
Saikouji Temple — Minoh Station

-- You will get a souvenir that brings you luck at the
Information Center below by collecting stamps from 3
temples and completing your pictorial map given for the
tour. (stamps: ¥300 each)

-- Also receive a coupon for ¥300 which you can use at
shops/cafes along the path from the waterfall. (only for
adults)

(2) Date: every day from Mon., Jan. 1 (National Holiday) to
Fri., Jan. 5, 2024

(3) Time: 8:45 - 13:20

*Closed when all the bus seats are sold out for each day.
Buses from Minoh Station: 9:00-13:30 (every 30 min., 10
buses/day)

Buses from Katsuo-ji: 9:45-15:40

2 No reservations available.

(4) Place: Minoh Transportation Travel Information Center
(Minoh Kotsu Kanko Annaisho) in front of Minoh Station,
Hankyu Line

(5) Fee: ¥2,000/adults, ¥500/children

(Free for children under 3 years old without any bus seat.)
Please refer to the website of Minoh City Tourism
Association  (Minoh-shi Kanko Kyokai) for further
information.

For details:

Minoh Transportation Travel Information Center (Minoh
Kotsu Kanko Annaisho)

TEL: 072-723-1885 FAX: 072-721-1788

e-mail: kankou@minoh.net

Minoh Sales Division (Minoh Eigyo-shitsu)

TEL: 072-724-6727 FAX: 072-722-7655

e-mail: eigyou@maple.city.minoh.lg.jp

@®Minoh City Fire Department

Ceremony”

In Minoh City, the fire department holds a “Dezome-shiki
(New Year Ceremony)” every year to celebrate the
beginning of the new year. There will be training with fire
engines and fire helicopters, and there is a brass band

“New Year
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performance as well. After the ceremony, there are various
experience sessions. Please come and see it.
Date & Time: Wed., Jan. 3 9:30 — 13:00

Place: Kayano-higashi Elementary School
Ishimaru, Minoh City)

XIf it rains, the ceremony will be held at Maple Hall, but
there will be no “Experience Corner”.

Contents (Schedule):

(1) 9:30 — 11:10 “New Year Ceremony”

(March, performance by the Minoh City Youth Brass Band,
rescue training, simultaneous water spray training)

(2) 11:15 - 13:00 “Experience Corner”

(Experience with an electric mini fire engine and a mini
ambulance, smoke experience house, extinguishing
training with water extinguisher, ride on a light fire engine,
take photos in fire protection clothing, ladder truck ride
experience)

For the ladder truck ride experience, 30 groups of people
will be selected by lottery using stamp rally cards. Stamp
rally cards will be available at reception during the
ceremony. Only people over 100cm tall can participate.
For details: General Affairs Office, Fire Department
Headquarters (Shobo Honbu Shobo Somu-shitsu)

TEL: 072-724-6750 FAX:072-724-6376

e-mail: syoubousoumu@maple.city.minoh.lg.jp
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The Minoh Association for Global Awareness (MAFGA) is
a foundation offering various programs to support
international residents in leading easy lives in Japan.
MAFGA promotes opportunities that people of different
nationality, culture or generation may get to know each
other.
OPEN: Tuesday - Sunday, &
Mondays that fall on National Holiday
OFFICE HOURS: 8:45-17:15
Minoh Association for Global Awareness
TEL: 072-727-6912 FAX: 072-727-6920
e-mail info@mafga.or.jp URL http://www.mafga.or.jp/
Minoh Shiritsu Tabunka Koryu Center
(Minoh Multicultural Center) 1F
5-2-36 Onohara-nishi, Minoh, Osaka 562-0032
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