Volume 5
Records of the Town of Ellicott
103 pp., 21 p. index

. 8 1/2” X 13 1/2”

Including the Towns of Carroll, Poland, Kaintone, and
the east part of Busti, from April 6, 1813 to March 3, 1818.
With an appendix. By Elial T. Foote.

Containing a register of the officers and electors of the
town from 1813 to 1818 New Haven 1859. See Volume
15 o

Foote wanted this volume given to the officers of the
Town.of Ellicott. He instructed that it should be kept in the
vault of the Chautauqua County Bank. |

| Volume 5 was given to the Chautauqua County
H1storlca1 Society by Wilson C. Price of Jamestown in
'1959. This volume was held by the Chautauqua National
Bank.
' This volume also contains road surveys and records of
pathmasters.

Biographical sketches of early J amestown residents by -
Foote. |

E. T. Foote prepared the index.
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HISTORICAL ADDRESS BY HON. A, HAZELTINE.

Mr. President and Fellow Cifizens »

This is a truly historic day. As was said
prophetically by one who was greatly instru-
mentalin giving it that character, it will be cal-
ebrated with gnus, bonfires, illuminations and
uaiversal vejoicing.  We are this day, in part
falfilling the noble and farseeing prediction of
the venerable patriot by whom it was made in
the hour of joyous excitement. And with ug, it
is a matter of rejoicing, that we are the descend-
ants of those who achieved the independence
wa enjoy, an independenze not only from for-
eign thraldom, but alse from all despotic rule.
And although there were those in all of the
thirteen states who have been claimed as the
fothers of the revolution, for our fathers cer-
tainly had bold, wise, and sagacious leaders, to
whom great honor and lasting gratitnda are
dus, yet bad it not been that there was a com-
munity worthy of tbeir leadership and ready
to accept it, the glorious result would not have
been accomplished. So whilst we revere, and
give all due praise to such great names as
Franklir, Washington. Henry, Jefferson, Otis,
Adams, Livingston, Jay, Hamilton, Laurens,
and a long roll of other worthies of a similar
spirit, who might be named if time and space
permilted, we shoald not forget those humble
nawes, whithount whose ready cooperation the
great event we celebrate would mot have
gone into history.

In designating me as your historian for this
oecasion, [ assume that you had respect more
to my years than to any fancied ability to per-
form the duty assigoed me, I also assume that
it was not expected or intended that T should
produce even ia a very condensed form, the
oreat facts of our national bistory, which men
of learning and ability, after years of toil
and research, have given to the public in many
ponderons volumes. The most yot conld have
designed was, that I should produce from the
store-house of my memory some fragments of
local bistory which otherwise might not be
gathered. These particulars relating to oar
own section of country, to this goodly vil-
lage and its surroundings, thongh net adapted
to general htstory, have an interest for dwel-
lers here, and those here nssembled.

It is pearly sixty-one years since Icame to
this place, and became an inhabitant of this
county. It was just afler the close of our last
war with Great Britian, sometimes styled our
second war for independence. The vestiges of
that wat were {then everywhere to be seen, and
this sretion of country way almost wholly a
vrimeval forest. The city of Buffalo, now the
ihird city in the state, was then & very stoall
village,
importance, bug near ita close was laid in ashes.
When I passed through it, it bad only a few un-
finisbed buildings all on one strest, two or three
stores aud two taverns, and looked much more
like a deserted village than the germ of a great
city. Ile appearance is plainly photographed up-
on my-niemory, and insignificant as it then wag,
I was strongly impressed with its prospective
importance. h

At that timo there was one maillroute throngh
this connty,along the lake road as it was called,
from which thero was a side route from the
*“ Cross Roads,” now Westfield, to Mayville, to
coraply with a congressional enactment which
required that there should be a post office at
every eounty seat. Our pearest post office
was then at Mayville.

When I arrived here, 0a the 2d day,of Nov.,
1816, our goodly town was a mere hamlet,
There wers then within the territory first incor-
porated as Jamestown, tbirteen 'families, all
living in unfinished houses—which we shounld
now regard as rude cabins—and a nuomber of
men without families, Withio the territory
whieh has since been added, there were then s
few families, {wo or three at Casa’ Mills, since
known as Dexterville and Enst Jamestown, and
on= living in a two-story block house near the
né + park and fish ponds.

During the succeeding winter and spring
thare was a considerable accession of new in.
habitants, and we began to faney that our little

.

Before the war it bad attained somo.

village wae a place of importance, In the snm-
mer and fall following, the boatman’s horn her-
alding the approach of boats from Pittsburgh,
laden with flour, whiskey, dricd froit, hollow
ware and other trinkols, frequently echoed
through these solitudes. They were, however,
nearly the closing notes of that musical in-
strument, although a few boats and earoes lad-
en with that too mech used and too greatly es-
teemed bevernge, “old rye,” in later years, oo-
casionally found their way through,

1 supoose that but fow of our citizens ave
aware that we once had a canal with locks
here, and that the boatman’s horn was sounded
to warn those who had the charge of the locks,
that a passage to the lake was required A
large portion of our supplies, in those days,
came {rom Pittsburgh, and our business rela-
tions were then much closer with that city
than any other plece. Judeed, «lmost every
thing we did not produce ourselves was bonght
in Pittsburgh, We then koew the merchants
of that city much better than we did those of
Buffalo. My Brst law library was purchased
in Pittsburgh, Until the construction of the
grand cangl, we had very little commercial in.
tercourse with Buffalo.  Salt and dry goods
came to us through the old river and lake lines
of transportation which brought them to Black
Rock, not then, as now, a part of Buffalo, but
a few miles below it, and its most dreaded rival,

A3 I have said, in the summer of 1816, hav-
ing had large recesvions to our population in
the winter and spring previous, we regarded
ourselves a5 a people of some consequence,
and a little previous to the Fourth of July of
that year, & mesting was held 10 muake ar-
rangements for celebrating the approaching
anniversary. It was a meeting of the citizens
without respect to party, and theobject was to
have & union gelebration, for it mast be said,
rlthough 1 regret to say it, it was the custom
of those days 10 bave party celebrations, in
which it was not so commen for the orators to
laud the fathers for their glorions deeds, as to
attack their fellow citizensas political hereticy.
It is often said and supposed, that we have de-
teriorated as a people, and ~we often mourn
over the degeneraey of the times; Dbat I fancy
Lbat we nre not wuch worae than those who
bave gone before us. In some respects, [ hope
and even think we are better. I do not believa
a party celebration of this gloricus day Avould
now be tolerated, [t was then a matter of
course, and caused much less surprise than a
union selebration. There were those then found
who could no: nuite with their neighbors in
celebrating the birthday of their nation,

Those who assembled on the occasion I have
mentioned, resolved 10 have a union celebra
tion. As Is cusiomary oa such oceasions, a
president of the day was selected, aud a com-
wittee of arrangemenis, orator and reader
were appoinied. No bistorian was appointed,
as onr history was yet 10 be nade. The pres-
ident of the dav was Jawes Prenderzast, Exy.,
the foundez of our village, who, as will be sup-
posed by all who kpnew him, presided with da-
cided dignity and grace. The orator of sixty
years ago is the historian of this oceasioa,
who thinks it filling to record the fact, ihat
sixty years ago, this day of history was cele-
brated in brotherly style without any note of
discord by the citizens of this place and the
adjacent country., The reader of the declara-
tion of independence, was Jesse Smith, Esg.,
now an aged and venerable citizen of Pavama,
who performed jta duties in a yvery creditable
manner, The celebration was held (o the seo-
ond story of an unfinished building erected by
Mr, Nathan Cass, which occupied the site of
the Jamesiown House. Notwithstanding the
small population then occopying Ssouthern
Chantauqua, thers was a good at{endance, and
I have reason to believe that good fellowship
and kindly feelings were largely promoted,

1t shonld be told, however, 1 suppose, "that
there were a few in Jamestownana its vicinity
who did ot thinkit fitting to unite with us, and
whogot up aseparate celebration inanother part
of the town, where those who assembled were

addressed by Lavi Leonard, Ezq., and who it
is understood, gave political beretics such ons-
tigation as the prevailing spirib of the times
then demanded.

The proareas of our village avd its surronnd-
ings was not uniformly onward, The summer
of 1816 was known throughout the couniry as
the *“*cold senson,” acd many of the new get-
tlers suffered severely. The corn crop, then the
most importont of any in the country, was
largely cut off, The consequence was that for
two or three years, nearly as many removed
from seuthern Chautanqgua ns enme jnte it, The,
emigration to Indiana, (hio, and Western Vir-
ginia was very large, considering the amount
of our population. Among thore who left were
sowe of our earliest setilers, who had consjder-
able improvements. Stephou Franlk, Esq., the
picneer of * Frank Setllement * and Lhe largest
farmer in this vicinity, was among those who
left,

In addition to the cold season, the disordered
state of the currency added much to the dis-
couragements that prevailed, Perhapsno sec-
tion of the country suffered more severely from
that canse than did this, But these diffienl-
ties and discouragements wers gradually over-
come, and our progress has since besen &Il we
could reasonably expsct, But the large emi-
gratiors of which I have apoken, are not wholly
cliargeable to the canses I have mentioned,
They were in part due to the restlessness of
the Americaa people, and are strietly charae-
teristic.  Qur people have always shown a
manifest tendency to press to the frontier and
form new soltlements, What occured in the
years succeeding the “cold season” bas often
oceurred elsowhere, The first settlers of
Chautangus were many of them people in
middle life, and ceme here with large families,
Many of them were natives of the older New
England sintes, but came here after a sojourn
of several yonrs in Vermont and the central
connties of this state.  Like Abram, that dijs-
tinguished smigrant of old testament times,
they dwelt some time in Haran before they
reached this Canasn.

-For several years aftor I came here, we wers
within the huoting grounds of the Seneea In. .
dinns. Frequently have I seen balf a dozen
Indian tenis at a time on the south side of the
creek in this village. The men, duriug the days
were engaged in banting, and frequentlv re-
turned at nightladen with venison. The squaws
were engaged in the manufacture of baskets,
Their stay usnally was only for a “few weeks, |
and thoy wero generalty peaceable and inoffen.
sive.) As the settlements increased and the
torests disappeared, game disappeared also,
and our Indian neighbors ceased to visit us,

Bat I may have tired you with my reminjg-
cences of these by-gone days. Those of you,
who have only kuown our county ns it gow
presents itself to view, abounding with oreen
pastutes and cullivated fields, stocked with
herds of fine cattle and Aocks of sheep, with
sleam boats, railroads, and comfortabla drives,
who have only known our commodiona hotels,
our neat farwm houses and superb dwellings,
our school huuses and oar churches, can bardly
realize the days of log cabins, the days when
the travelor was guided through the forests
by marked trees, fording tLe streams or cross-
ng in canoes. Buot these days have passed
away. Our fathers haye clenied away ibe
forests and subdued the soil, which their
fathers declared free and independent on the
glorious Fourth of July, 1776, just one hun-
dred years ago, Rejoicing in what has
been accomplished, and in the goodly her-
itage we possess, let us remember and honor
the toil, iha struggles, the herolsm and the wis-
dom of those who laid these broad foundations, .
especeially remembering with due thankful-
ness and grotitude, the meroy and goodness of

| that beneficiont Being, who pot ouly pave us

this goodly land, but nlso gave us those heroes
and patriots who achieved those mighty decda
we thia day oelebrate.
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RECORDS
TOWN OF ELLICOTT,N.Y.,

INCLUDING THE TOWNS OF

Gunoll, Poland, Hiantone, aud the east part of Bust,

FROM APRIL 6, AD. 1813, TO MARCH 3d, AD. 1818.

WITH AN APPENDIX,
By Yot T Fvts—

‘CONTAINING A REGISTER OF T'HE OFFICERS AND ELECTORS OF

-

'THE TOWN, FROM 1813, T0 1818,

NEW HAVEN, CONN.:

BOUND BY GEORGE TUTTTE,
78 AND 80 TATE STUEKT.

1859.
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TOWN OF ELLICOTT,N. Y,

. [

- INCLUDING THE TOWNS OF
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FROM APRIL, 6, AD. 1813, TO MARCH 34, AD. 1818, , ‘  -

1:'_:«

| - LY

WITH AN APPENDIX, 1
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CONTAINING A BIOGRAPHICAL REGISTER OF THE OFFICERS AND - 3

ELECTORS OF THE TOWN, FROM 1813, TO 1818.
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