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A Study on the Educational System in Modern Scotland

—Transformation of Parochial School
System in the Nineteenth Century —

Miyuki MATSUSHITA

It is a common view of the Scottish educational history that people had great
value upon education, the parish schools worked for both primary and
secondary education and a democratic tradition in the schools as well as in
universities. However, this interpretation can be applied only to the lowlands
in the first half of the nineteenth century, and it has tended to be exaggerated,
while in fact it was merely an aspect of the educational system. In the second
half of the century, the parochial school system didn't function as a sufficient
institution to supply people of all areas with educational service because of the
various problems.

Neverthless, the Scottish people refused to create any new type of school
system and tried to reconstruct the parochial school system. The controversy
to the Revised Code in 1862 and the contents of Education (Scotland) Act of
1872 showed us how the Scottish people desired to keep the system working.
It is this peculiar way to deal with the social change that, I contend,
characterizes the nineteenth century Scottish educational history. |



