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PROBLEMS RELATED TO NARROW ROADS IN URBAN AREAS

Kunio Takamizawa*. Reiji Obase** and

Takayuki Ikeda***

Comprehensive Urban Studies, No.10, 1980, pp.91—117

The former Road Act of 1919 did not contain a regulation on the wibth of roads.
After that, the Road Act of 1952 and the Regulation of Road Structure of 1958 fixed the
minimum width of roads at 5 meters.
On the other hand, the Building and Zoning Act of 1950 has to be considered in

the case of roads not less than 4 meters in width. But there were many sites which were
not connected with the road more than 4 meters in width, so the regulation mentioned
above all is an article for exception. The roads in exception are covered by the “42-2 road
clause” which indicates that the building border on such a road must lie 2 meters back
from the center line of the road at the time of rebuilding.

In this paper the authors intend .to consider the problems related to city planning.
The materials of this study were obtained from their own study entitled “Surveyon Narrow
Roads in Ohta Ward”, that had been carried out in 1979.

The main conclusions of this paper are as follows;

1) The situation on the regulations or the planning of these roads are not at all.



2

3
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The problems presnted by the 42-2 road clause lie in the fact that the location
of these roads are not distinct and most of them have not been widened for the
past 30 years.
A solution will be obtained in confirming the location of these roads, and then
deciding which roads must be widened from the viewpoint of distinct planning
at any cost.

* Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan University

** Lecturer, Tokyo Metropolitan University
#%k Reseachman, Tokyo Metropolitan University
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