
Talk pages are a critically important communication 

channel for Wikipedia Education Program participants. 

Editors may leave suggestions for your article, offer 

help on learning a Wikipedia policy, or tell you that 

they appreciate your work. If you have a question 

about Wikipedia, leave a message on your course’s 

talk page. Here’s how!

Starting a new thread
To see a talk page, click on the “Talk” tab on the left 

of any article or user page, next to the Wikipedia logo. 

To see your own talk page, log in and click on “Talk” 

on the upper right corner.

• Start a new section by clicking on the “New section” 

link, which is between the “Edit” and “View history” 

tabs at the top of the talk page. Be sure to enter a 

section header in the “Subject/headline” line.

• Sign your post! When you post a message on a talk 

page, it’s important to let other editors know who 

wrote it. At the end of your post, type four tildes 

(~~~~), which will automatically add your user 

name and the date.

• Enter your edit summary, and click “Save page”. 

Replying to an existing thread
Do you have a message you’d like to reply to? 

• Click the “Edit” link, in blue. It’s on the right of the 

headline of the section you want to reply to. 

• Use a colon (:) to indent your message and create 

a threaded message. More colons mean further 

indents, so you can use them to show who you are 

responding to.

• Sign your post! Type four tildes (~~~~), which will 

automatically add your user name and the date.

• Enter an edit summary, and click “Save page”. 

Get email alerts for new messages
Wikipedia editors may need you to respond quickly 

to a message on your talk page, but you may not 

be checking your talk page frequently. If you haven’t 

DOUHDG\�GRQH�VR��FRQÀUP�\RXU�H�PDLO�DGGUHVV�ZLWK�
:LNLSHGLD�WR�EH�QRWLÀHG�DERXW�SRVWV�RQ�\RXU�SDJH�

1. Log in to your Wikipedia account.

2. Click on the “Preferences” link in the top right 

corner.

���2Q�WKH�´8VHU�SURÀOHµ�SDJH��VFUROO�GRZQ�WR�WKH�ODVW�
section, called “Email options”.

���(QWHU�\RXU�H�PDLO�DGGUHVV�LQ�WKH�ER[�SURYLGHG�

5. Click “Save”.

���<RX�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�DQ�H�PDLO�WKDW�DVNV�\RX�WR�FRQÀUP�
your email address. Click on the link in that email to 

FRQÀUP�WKH�FKDQJH���

Remember!
• Sign your post with four tildes: (~~~~)

• If you leave a message on a talk page, check that 

page within a day or two to see if you’ve received a 

reply.

��(QDEOH�HPDLO�QRWLÀFDWLRQV�

• For more information on using talk pages, visit: 

http://enwp.org/WP:TPHELP

Wikipedia editors use talk 
pages to communicate with 
each other. You’ll use talk 
pages to interact with other 
students and editors, too.  
Here are tips to get started.

Using talk pages

http://enwp.org/WP:TPHELP


What makes a good Wikipedia article? Before you start 
writing, think about how information is structured in 
encyclopedias, and how that style of writing might be 
different from a traditional research paper you’ve done 
in courses. It will also help to familiarize yourself with 
Wikipedia articles within your academic discipline, 
which can serve as guides for the types of sections 
you’ll be expected to contribute. 

Do
• Choose a topic that is well known in your discipline, 

but only weakly represented on Wikipedia. If you 
FDQ�ÀQG�D�ORW�RI�OLWHUDWXUH�DERXW�D�WRSLF��EXW�QRW�YHU\�
much information on Wikipedia, that is an ideal 
situation to work from. 

• Look for articles considered “stub” or “start” class 
on Wikipedia’s internal quality scale. You can see an 
article’s rating by visiting its talk page.

• Try a few different variants on your search term 
before creating an article. A topic may already be 
covered under a different name.

• If you’re updating an article and want to work 
in your sandbox, copy the existing text into your 
VDQGER[�ÀUVW��,W·V�EHWWHU�WR�HQKDQFH�WKH�ZRUN�RI�
other editors instead of rewriting the entire article.

• Start with your own curiosity. If you’ve found a 
fascinating fact through reliable course readings, 
that’s a great starting point for your search. It will 
also keep you motivated as you search for additional 
references to write your article. 

Don’t
• Don’t try to improve articles on very broad topics, 

such as “law,” or articles that are already of high 
quality on Wikipedia, such as “Featured Articles”. 
These topics are more challenging to improve 
effectively.

• Don’t start out by trying to improve articles on 
highly controversial topics, such as global warming, 
abortion, or Scientology. Even well-intended edits 
on contentious articles or emotional topics may 
leave you feeling frustrated. Consider working on 
an existing sub-article to bring more detail to a 
particular facet of the topic.

• Don’t work on topics that aren’t covered by good 
sources or sizeable literature. You’ll have a hard 
time providing the references needed to create a 
Wikipedia article.

• Don’t start articles with titles that imply an essay-
like approach, such as “The Effects of the Recent 
Subprime Mortgage Crisis on Global Economics.” 
Instead, start with something like “Subprime 
mortgage crisis.” Wikipedia is an encyclopedia, a 
source for facts. Essays and persuasive writing are 
not appropriate.

• Don’t rewrite or completely rework existing articles. 
Work with the existing text instead, editing or 
adding whatever is neccesary to build a stronger 
DUWLFOH��$UWLFOHV�EXLOW�WKLV�ZD\�ZLOO�EHQHÀW�IURP�WUXH�
collaboration.

• Don’t forget to check Wikipedia’s Portal Directory for 
pages related to your discipline. Many disciplines 
have portals on Wikipedia that list articles in 
that subject needing improvement. Just type 
PORTAL:CONTENTS/PORTALS into Wikipedia’s search 
bar. Portals may also break down articles into larger 
GRPDLQV�ZLWKLQ�\RXU�ÀHOG��ZKLFK�FRXOG�KHOS�\RX�DV�
you brainstorm.

Choosing a Wikipedia article 
to work on can be a challenge, 
especially for new editors. 
Here are some strategies that 
other students have used.

Choosing an article

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Contents/Portals


A core principle of Wikipedia is that facts added to 
WKH�HQF\FORSHGLD�PXVW�EH�YHULÀDEOH��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��
everything you write on Wikipedia must be attributable 
WR�D�UHOLDEOH�VRXUFH��OLNH�D�SHHU�UHYLHZHG�MRXUQDO��D�
book, or a mainstream newspaper article.

In general, you should be citing at least once for 
each paragraph you contribute to Wikipedia, but any 
quotations, hard facts like statistics, or potentially 
contentious claims must be cited. Any information 
you add that is not cited to a source is likely to be 
deleted from Wikipedia, so it’s important to add proper 
citations to your work.

Remember, Wikipedia doesn’t allow original research. 
A Wikipedia article should never connect two pieces 
of information from different sources to reach a new 
FRQFOXVLRQ��,QVWHDG��ÀQG�D�VRXUFH�WKDW�GUDZV�WKDW�
conclusion on its own and cite that source. Take this 
VHQWHQFH��IRU�H[DPSOH��´7KH�:RUOG�$QWL�'RSLQJ�$JHQF\�
was set up in 1990 [1], but doping in professional 
sports rose throughout the 1990s [2].” Each statement 
may be a fact from cited sources, but they shouldn’t 
have been combined in a way that implies a 
connection. 

Before you begin
Look for a few Featured Articles or Good Articles in the 
subject area in which you’re writing, and see how the 
authors of those article cite sources. Some disciplines, 
such as the biomedical sciences, have additional 
sourcing requirements (type WP:MEDRS into the search 
EDU�WR�VHH�WKHP���6RPH�IDYRU�LQ�WH[W�DWWULEXWLRQ��
where you add a fact, and then add the name of the 
author into that sentence (see WP:INTEXT for more 
information).

There is no single acceptable style for citing your work 
on Wikipedia, such as MLA or APA style, as may be 
used in your university courses. You should, however, 
maintain a consistent style for citations throughout 

the article. If you are expanding an existing article, 
all references should be in the same style as what’s 
already there. Take care to keep any citations previous 
editors have added to the article. One easy way to 
keep your citations consistent — and to add citations 
in general — is to use the citation toolbar. Here’s how.

Using the citation toolbar
To access the toolbar, click the word “Cite” on the 
editing window toolbar. That will provide a dropdown 
that offers templates for websites, newspapers, books, 
and journals, the most common sources used on 
Wikipedia. If you click one of these, you will see a 
form asking you for the information to provide in your 
citation. Fill out the form.

In the box that says “Ref name”, give a short name 
for this particular source. You can then use this short 
name as the citation every time you cite that source. 
To do so, put your cursor wherever you’d like to add 
the footnote, then click the “Named references” button 
on the toolbar. Select the short name you’ve given for 
that reference from the dropdown.

At the end of your article, add a section called 
==References==. Underneath that section, type in: 
{{Reflist}}. 

The tool will automatically format the full citations for 
every reference you’ve added along the way, as long as 
you’ve added them with the citation toolbar.

See also
For more information, see the following:

• What are reliable sources?  
http://enwp.org/WP:RS

• Referencing for beginners:  
http://enwp.org/WP:REFB

• More on citing sources:  
http://enwp.org/WP:CITE

Citations are critical for 
making content on Wikipedia 
reliable. Here’s how to cite 
sources in the articles on 
which you are working.

Citing sources on Wikipedia 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Identifying_reliable_sources_(medicine)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:INTEXT#In-text_attribution
http://enwp.org/WP:RS
http://enwp.org/WP:REFB
http://enwp.org/WP:CITE


It’s wrong to use someone else’s words and claim 
them as your own; that’s called plagiarism, and in 
most universities, it’s a violation of your academic 
honor code. Wikipedia forbids plagiarism, too. This 
includes close paraphrasing, where your words follow 
the source too closely. Because of its collaborative 
nature — articles are written, revised, and rearranged 
by many different users    — you must take extra care 
to avoid introducing plagiarism, lest others build their 
work on top of it.

Respect volunteer time
Cleaning up plagiarism takes up tremendous volunteer 
time that would otherwise go into building Wikipedia. 
Wikipedians deal with plagiarism by notifying the 
instructor and removing the student’s contributions. If 
you plagiarize on Wikipedia, you will be caught, and 
there will be a permanent online record of plagiarism 
tied to your account.

Quotations
Large block quotations are less prevalent on Wikipedia 
than they are in academic writing. Take time to 
summarize and paraphrase the main ideas from the 
RULJLQDO�DXWKRU·V�ZRUN��ZLWK�D�FLWDWLRQ��,I�D�VSHFLÀF�
phrasing is important, a short quotation can be used. 

Close paraphrasing 
Paraphrasing without plagiarizing is a skill that 
takes some practice to master. If you have the 
source material in front of you, it can be easy to 
unconsciously mimic the structure and word choice of 
the original author. 

But such copying of words, structure, or phrases from 
the original source — even when cited to the original 
source — violates Wikipedia’s copyright policies and 
is a form of plagiarism. You’ll need to be conscious of 
how you’re writing to ensure you’re not accidentally 

running afoul of guidelines.

An example of close paraphrasing
Original text: Because the weather forecast called for 
rain, the league decided to switch the location of the 
game to an indoor facility.

Close paraphrased text, not acceptable on Wikipedia: 
The league switched the game’s location to an indoor 
facility due to a weather forecast calling for rain.

Acceptable text: Forecasted rain caused the league to 
move the game indoors.

Tips and tricks
• Material in your sandbox is still subject to 

Wikipedia’s policies, so do not copy and paste 
information from your sources into your sandbox.

• Start by taking notes of key concepts, not phrases, 
from your sources, noting where each came from. 
Write the draft from your notes rather than from 
the original source, so you are not unconsciously 
mimicking the original author’s structure or diction.

• The more sources you use, the better you’ll gain 
an understanding of the topic and will be able to 
paraphrase and summarize in your own words.

��:KHQ�\RX·YH�ÀQLVKHG�\RXU�GUDIW��UHDG�LW�ZLWK�\RXU�
sources close by. Ensure that everything you’ve 
written is substantially different in style from your 
sources. 

Write responsibly
People are reading what you write, and that’s a great 
thing. But remember that because your writing is 
going out into the world, others will see it and hold 
you accountable for what you share. While reaching 
the world outside of the classroom is the real pleasure 
of writing for Wikipedia, it also means keeping a 
heightened sense of awareness and responsibility 
toward your readers and the Wikipedia community. 

For more information
See these pages on Wikipedia to learn more:

• http://enwp.org/WP:Close_paraphrasing

• http://enwp.org/WP:Plagiarism

• http://enwp.org/WP:Quotations

Wikipedia policy forbids close 
paraphrasing and copying and 
pasting from most sources. 

Here’s what you need to know 
to avoid running into trouble.

Avoiding plagiarism on Wikipedia 

http://enwp.org/WP:Close_paraphrasing
http://enwp.org/WP:Plagiarism
http://enwp.org/WP:Quotations


:LNLSHGLD�LV�DOO�DERXW�VHWWLQJ�\RXU�NQRZOHGJH�IUHH�LQWR�
WKH�FRPPXQLW\��<RX�PD\�EH�DQ[LRXV��EXW�GRQ·W�VSHQG�
WRR�PXFK�WLPH�HGLWLQJ�LQ�\RXU�VDQGER[��%HLQJ�SDUW�RI�
:LNLSHGLD�PHDQV�FRQWULEXWLQJ�DQG�HQJDJLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�
FRPPXQLW\�DQG�LWV�FRQWHQW��

,W·V�DOVR�PXFK�HDVLHU�WR�À[�SUREOHPV�HDUO\��ZKHQ�DQ�
DUWLFOH�LV�VWLOO�VPDOO��WKDQ�WR�WU\�WR�UHSDLU�SUREOHPV�LQ�
D�ODUJH�DUWLFOH�WKDW�LV�DGGHG�DOO�DW�RQFH��,W�PD\�VHHP�
FRXQWHU�LQWXLWLYH��EXW�WKH�EHVW�WLPH�WR�VKDUH�\RXU�ZRUN�
LV�VKRUWO\�DIWHU�\RX·YH�VWDUWHG�ZULWLQJ��

How to move your article
���)LUVW��WKLQN�RI�D�WLWOH�IRU�\RXU�DUWLFOH��/RRN�DW�VLPLODU�
WRSLFV�WR�ÀQG�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�QDPH��'RQ·W�XVH�DQ�HVVD\�
IRUPDW��RU�WLWOH�LW�ZLWK�D�TXHVWLRQ��,W�GRHVQ·W�HYHQ�KDYH�
WR�EH�D�VHQWHQFH��7KH�EHVW�WLWOH�LV�XVXDOO\�MXVW�WKH�
VLPSOHVW�VWDWHPHQW�RI�ZKDW�WKH�DUWLFOH�LV�DERXW�

8VH�QDWXUDO�(QJOLVK��EODQN�VSDFHV�EHWZHHQ�ZRUGV��DQG�
FDSLWDOL]H�RQO\�WKH�ÀUVW�OHWWHU�DQG�SURSHU�QRXQV��'RQ·W�
RPLW�ZRUGV�

Good: 
Family structure in the United States

Not good:  
FamilyStructureInTheUnitedStates, Family_structure_
united_states, A historic view of how family structures 
in the United States have changed through time

���*R�WR�\RXU�VDQGER[�DUWLFOH�E\�FOLFNLQJ�´6DQGER[µ�
LQ�WKH�XSSHU�ULJKW�QDYLJDWLRQ�OLQNV��,Q�WKH�“More” 
pulldown menu, choose ´0RYHµ�

���<RX·OO�ORDG�D�QHZ�SDJH��ZLWK�D�ER[�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU��
$W�WKH�WRS�RI�WKLV�ER[��LW�ZLOO�VD\�µ0RYH�SDJH�µ 
DQG�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�SDJH�\RX�DUH�DERXW�WR�PRYH��
´<RXU8VHU1DPH�VDQGER[µ��%HQHDWK�WKDW��\RX·OO�VHH�´7R�
QHZ�WLWOHµ�DQG�D�GURSGRZQ�PHQX��“User” is the default 
VHWWLQJ��<RX·OO�ZDQW�WR�FOLFN�LW�DQG�FKDQJH�LW�WR�VD\�

�$UWLFOH��LQVWHDG��

���7DNH�WKH�WLWOH�\RX·G�OLNH�\RXU�QHZ�DUWLFOH�WR�KDYH��
DQG�W\SH�LW�LQWR�WKH�´7R�QHZ�WLWOH�µ�LQSXW�ER[�WKDW�
FXUUHQWO\�VD\V�´<RXU8VHU1DPH�VDQGER[µ��

���,Q�WKH�µ5HDVRQ�µ�ER[��H[SODLQ�WKH�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKH�
PRYH��)RU�H[DPSOH��´,·P�PRYLQJ�P\�VDQGER[�DUWLFOH�
LQWR�:LNLSHGLD�µ�

���&OLFN�WKH�JUD\�µ0RYH�SDJHµ�EXWWRQ��<RX·UH�GRQH�

Did it work?
7R�PRYH�D�SDJH�LQWR�:LNLSHGLD��RU�FUHDWH�D�QHZ�DUWLFOH�
GLUHFWO\��\RXU�DFFRXQW�PXVW�EH�DW�OHDVW���GD\V�ROG�ZLWK�
DW�OHDVW����HGLWV��,I�\RX�DUHQ·W�DEOH�WR�PRYH�WKH�SDJH�
\RXUVHOI��\RX�FDQ�DVN�DQRWKHU�HGLWRU�WR�GR�LW�IRU�\RX�

Did you make a mistake?
,I�\RX�ÀQG�D�W\SR�LQ�WKH�KHDGOLQH�RI�\RXU�DUWLFOH��
RU�GHFLGH�WR�FKDQJH�WKH�WLWOH��\RX�FDQ·W�VLPSO\�HGLW�
WKH�SDJH�WR�À[�LW��<RX·OO�KDYH�WR�´PRYHµ�WKH�SDJH�
DJDLQ��IROORZLQJ�WKHVH�VDPH�VWHSV�EXW�DGGLQJ�D�QHZ��
FRUUHFW�WLWOH�WR�WKH�´7R�QHZ�WLWOHµ�ER[��<RX�FDQ�GR�WKLV�
ULJKW�DZD\��'RQ·W�ZRUU\�DERXW�\RXU�ROG�SDJH��LW�ZLOO�
DXWRPDWLFDOO\�GLVDSSHDU��

What happens now?
<RXU�SDJH�LV�QRZ�OLYLQJ�RQ�:LNLSHGLD��ZKHUH�LW�FDQ�EH�
IRXQG�E\�DQ\RQH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�\RX·YH�
FRQWULEXWHG��(GLWRUV�PD\�DSSHDU�DQG�EHJLQ�WR�KHOS�\RX�
EXLOG�\RXU�DUWLFOH��RU�FKDQJH�ZKDW�\RX·YH�GRQH��'RQ·W�
SDQLF��7KLV�LV�DOO�SDUW�RI�:LNLSHGLD·V�FROODERUDWLYH�
SURFHVV��2WKHU�HGLWRUV�ZLOO�EH�JUDWHIXO�IRU�\RXU�
FRQWULEXWLRQV��DQG�XVH�WKHP�DV�D�EDVH�WR�LPSURYH�\RXU�
DUWLFOH�DQG�WKH�HQF\FORSHGLD�DV�D�ZKROH��

When your article has a few 
solid, well-sourced paragraphs 
giving a good overview of your 
topic, it’s time to move it into 
Wikipedia proper.

Moving out of your sandbox



Finding good images
Images used in Wikipedia articles are stored on 
Wikimedia Commons, which contains millions of 
SKRWRV�DQG�RWKHU�PHGLD�ÀOHV�WKDW�DUH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�XVH�
RQ�:LNLSHGLD�DQG�EH\RQG��

Do some searches on FRPPRQV�ZLNLPHGLD�RUJ to see 
LI�LW�KDV�ZKDW�\RX�QHHG��%URZVLQJ�UHODWHG�:LNLSHGLD�
DUWLFOHV�FDQ�DOVR�EH�D�JRRG�ZD\�WR�ÀQG�UHOHYDQW�
LPDJHV��

<RX�FDQ�DGG�\RXU�RZQ�LPDJHV��WRR��2XU�JXLGH��
“Illustrating Wikipedia”, explains what kind of images 
\RX�FDQ�VKDUH��DQG�VKRZV�\RX�KRZ�WR�DGG�WKHP�WR�
\RXU�DUWLFOH�

Adding an image to your article
2QFH�\RX�FKRRVH�D�ÀOH�IURP�:LNLPHGLD�&RPPRQV��\RX�
FDQ�LQVHUW�LW�LQWR�DQ�DUWLFOH�XVLQJ�LWV�ÀOH�QDPH��ZKLFK�
EHJLQV�´)LOH�µ�DQG�HQGV�ZLWK�DQ�LPDJH�H[WHQVLRQ�OLNH�
´�MSJµ��

7KH�EDVLF�FRGH�IRU�DGGLQJ�DQ�LPDJH�LV�

>>)LOH�([DPSOH�ÀOH�MSJ�_�WKXPE�_�7KLV�LV�\RXU�
FDSWLRQ�@@

$GG�WKH�LPDJH�FRGH�DERYH�WKH�SDUDJUDSK�ZKHUH�\RX�
ZDQW�WKH�LPDJH�WR�DSSHDU�

,PDJH�FDSWLRQV�VKRXOG�EH�FRQFLVH��GHVFULSWLYH��DQG�
UHOHYDQW�WR�WKH�DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�DUWLFOH�WH[W��7KH�´WKXPEµ�
SDUDPHWHU�LV�XVHG�IRU�GLVSOD\LQJ�WKH�LPDJH�LQ�WKH�
VWDQGDUG�:LNLSHGLD�IRUPDW��DW�D�GHIDXOW�VL]H��ZLWK�D�
VPDOO�ERUGHU�DQG�D�FDSWLRQ�EHQHDWK��

)RU�PRUH�DGYDQFHG�LPDJH�GLVSOD\�RSWLRQV��VXFK�DV�
FKDQJLQJ�WKH�VL]H�RU�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�LPDJH���VHH��
KWWS���HQZS�RUJ�:3�3,& 

Adding links from your article
0DQ\�RI�XV�KDYH�ORVW�DOO�WUDFN�RI�WLPH�FOLFNLQJ�OLQNV�
from one article to another and then another, and 
DQRWKHU��7KH�YDOXH�RI�D�QHWZRUNHG�HQF\FORSHGLD�LV�
WKH�ZD\�LW�DOORZV�UHDGHUV�WR�GUDZ�WKHVH�FRQQHFWLRQV�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�DUWLFOH�WKH\�DUH�UHDGLQJ�DQG�UHODWHG�
DUWLFOHV�WKDW�VWULNH�WKHLU�LQWHUHVW��7KDW·V�ZK\�FUHDWLQJ�
´ZLNLOLQNVµ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DUWLFOH�\RX�ZRUNHG�RQ�DQG�
RWKHUV�LV�VR�LPSRUWDQW��

7KLQN�FULWLFDOO\�DERXW�ZKDW�\RXU�UHDGHU�PLJKW�ZDQW�
WR�UHDG�DERXW�WR�GHHSHQ�WKHLU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�\RXU�
WRSLF��2QFH�\RX�KDYH�D�IHZ�LGHDV��ÀQG�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�
HDFK�RI�WKRVH�WRSLFV�LV�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�\RXU�DUWLFOH��
7KRVH�VKRXOG�EH�WKH�RQO\�SODFHV�WKDW�\RX�FUHDWH�OLQNV��

7R�PDNH�D�OLQN�WR�DQRWKHU�:LNLSHGLD�DUWLFOH��FDOOHG�D�
wikilink���VLPSO\�DGG�WZR�EUDFNHWV�WR�HLWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�
WH[W��>>4XHHQ@@ 

,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�DGG�LWDOLFV�RU�EROG�WKH�WH[W��DGG�\RXU�
DSRVWURSKHV�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�EUDFNHWV��''[[War and 
3HDFH@@

�will appear as War and Peace�

,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�OLQN�WR�DQ�DUWLFOH��EXW�GLVSOD\�VRPH�
RWKHU�WH[W�IRU�WKH�OLQN��\RX�FDQ�DGG�WKH�SLSH�´_µ�GLYLGHU�
�6+,)7���%$&.6/$6+�RQ�(QJOLVK�OD\RXW�DQG�RWKHU�
NH\ERDUGV��IROORZHG�E\�WKH�DOWHUQDWLYH�QDPH��)RU�
H[DPSOH�

>>4XHHQ��EDQG��_�4XHHQ@@ and >>4XHHQ��FKHVV��_�
4XHHQ@@�ZLOO�ERWK�GLVSOD\�DV�4XHHQ��EXW�OLQN�WR�YHU\�
GLIIHUHQW�DUWLFOHV�

)LQDOO\��\RX�FDQ�PDNH�D�OLQN�WR�D�VSHFLÀF�VHFWLRQ�RI�D�
SDJH�OLNH�VR�

>>7DUJHW�SDJH�7DUJHW�VHFWLRQ�_�GLVSOD\�WH[W@@�

Always�FKHFN�\RXU�OLQNV�WR�HQVXUH�WKH\�SRLQW�WR�WKH�
FRUUHFW�DUWLFOH��)RU�H[DPSOH��$SSOH�SRLQWV�WR�WKH�DUWLFOH�
DERXW�WKH�IUXLW��ZKLOH�$SSOH�,QF��LV�WKH�WLWOH�RI�WKH�
DUWLFOH�DERXW�WKH�FRQVXPHU�HOHFWURQLFV�PDQXIDFWXUHU��

Adding links to your article
7R�DGG�OLQNV�WR�\RXU�DUWLFOH�IURP�RWKHU�DUWLFOHV��VLPSO\�
ÀQG�DQ�DUWLFOH�\RX�ZDQW�WR�OLQN�WR�\RXU�RZQ��7KHQ��
IROORZ�WKH�SURFHVV�DERYH��%H�UHVSHFWIXO��EXW�GRQ·W�EH�
VK\�DERXW�EUDQFKLQJ�RXW�EH\RQG�\RXU�RZQ�DUWLFOH��

The best Wikipedia articles 
have illustrations and images, 
link to other pages, and have 
other pages linking to them. 
Here’s how to add those 
finishing touches.

Polishing your Wikipedia articles

http://commons.wikimedia.org
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c7/Illustrating_Wikipedia_brochure_%28Wiki_Education_Foundation%29.pdf
http://commons.wikimedia.org
http://commons.wikimedia.org
http://enwp.org/WP:PIC


Did You Know (DYK) selects short, recently added 

facts from Wikipedia articles and includes them in a 

list on its main page. Being selected for this feature is 

a stamp of good work for the article as a whole, and 

brings a few thousand extra readers to your page.

Not every article will meet the criteria, and incomplete 

or erroneous submissions take away valuable volunteer 

time, so be sure to double check that your article 

meets the requirements before you submit.

How DYK works
Individual DYK entries are submitted to the DYK 

nomination page, usually by the person who wrote or 

expanded the article, to be checked by other editors. 

,I�SUREOHPV�DUH�IRXQG��WKH\�PXVW�EH�À[HG�EHIRUH�
the article can appear on the Main Page. Once you 

address these problems, your hook will make its way 

to the front of the queue — this usually takes several 

days — and it will appear on the Main Page for several 

hours, and permanently in the DYK archive. 

Requirements for DYK eligibility
Eligible articles include newly created articles, and 

recently expanded articles that have grown by a factor 

RI�ÀYH�

An article is eligible for DYK if: 

• it has at least 1500 characters of prose

��LW�ZDV�FUHDWHG�RU�H[SDQGHG���IROG�QR�PRUH�WKDQ���
days ago

• it has reliable sources as references, including inline 

citations to the facts mentioned in your “hook”

• it conforms to the core policies of 9HULÀDELOLW\, 
Biographies of Living Persons, Neutrality, and 

Copyrights.

Nomination procedure
To nominate an article, follow the instructions at the 

DYK suggestions page: http://enwp.org/T:TDYK.

1. Compose your “hook”, the interesting fact that you 

want to appear on the main page. A good hook is cited 

in the article, grabs the reader’s curiosity, and makes 

them want to read more. 

It should have no more than 200 characters (including 

wiki markup). Write the hook to answer the question 

“Did you know...”, with wikilinks to the nominated 

article in bold, and any other relevant articles. For 

example:

Did you know ... that the 2IÀFH�RI�1RLVH�$EDWHPHQW�
and Control�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�ÀJKWLQJ�noise pollution 
LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV"

2. In the “How to post a new nomination” section, 

enter the title of your article and press “Create 

QRPLQDWLRQµ��WKHQ�ÀOO�RXW�WKH�WHPSODWH�IRUP�DQG�VDYH�
the page. For example:

{{subst:NewDYKnomination

| article = Noise pollution in the United States  

_�KRRN� �����WKDW�WKH�>>2IÀFH�RI�1RLVH�$EDWHPHQW�
DQG�&RQWURO@@�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�IRU�ÀJKWLQJ�


>>QRLVH�
SROOXWLRQ@@


�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV"� 
| status = new

| author = PolicyRocker15}}

3. Edit the section of the nomination page for the day 

the article was created or expanded — not the day it 

was nominated! — and add the completed nomination 

to the top of the section, using the code {{Did you 

know nominations/Your article title}}.

4. Other editors will see your hook, and either 

recommend your article or suggest some changes. 

Check back on your nomination over the next few days 

WR�VHH�LI�DQ\�SUREOHPV�DUH�ÁDJJHG�WR�EH�À[HG�

5. Once your article has been approved, check the 

queue to see when it will appear on the Main Page.

The “Did You Know” (DYK) 
section of Wikipedia’s Main 
Page features short facts taken 
from new or recently expanded 
articles. Here’s how to submit 
your own work.

“Did You Know” submissions

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:V
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:BLP
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Neutral_point_of_view
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:COPYVIO
http://enwp.org/T:TDYK
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noise_Free_America#Office_of_Noise_Abatement_and_Control
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noise_Free_America#Office_of_Noise_Abatement_and_Control
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noise_pollution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Did_you_know/Queue

