HHEE 69 %, 11 & (504) ~ (524), 1993
J. Science of Labour Vol. 69, No. 11
UDC 331.011 (520) : 952.03

5 @ #B . am (IV)
—19fifasE, PIBHIED AAD Y BB

A REVIEW OF ATTITUDES TOWARDS LABOUR (IV)
—Attitudes towards labour in the second half of the 19th century in Japan—

By
Toyohiko MIURA*

The revelation around the mid-19th century of working conditions, particularly in in-
dustries in Europe, had visible impacts on the understanding of industrial workplace pro-
blems. For example, the Sanitary Report by E. Chadwick (1842) described the hygienic
conditions in industry in the United Kingdom. Similar impacts were seen as new West-
ern technologies were introduced in Japan in the second half of the 19th century. The
first such examples were iron works opened in Nagasaki in 1861 using Dutch technologies
and Yokosuka iron works opened in 1865 using French technologies along with the new
trade treaties signed with foreign countries in the early 1860s. It is recalled that in 1865,
the Institute of Hygiene, the first in the world, was established in the Munich University,
and that in the same year, the first factory of the Badische Anilin und Soda Fabrik was
founded.

As the Meiji era started, the government established Ikuno Mines in 1868 using French
mining technoligies. French technologies also contributed to the foundation of the Tomi-
oka Textile Mills where young female workers learned advanced industrial skills. These
new technologies rapidly spread to different parts of Japan, as a large number of workers,
both male and female, from rural areas began recruited in industry. This obviously helped
change the understanding of work in industry. Such a change coincided with the formu-
lation of a new industrial policy of the government at that time which was based on the
national policy favouring the simultaneous expansion of economy and defence forces. In-
dustrial workers exposed to new forms of work tended to accept them and make dedicated
endeavours to absorb new technologies. This represented the adaptive attitudes towards
industrial work predominantly seen as a prelude to the tales of misery among female
industrial workers that were to come.
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