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Historical summary
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Siegfried acquires the rocky
outcrop of Lucilinburhuc

Conrad |, Count of Luxembourg

Death of Conrad I, last Count
of Luxembourg from the House
of Ardenne. Luxembourg passes
to Henry of Namur, known as
Henry the Blind

Reign of Henry of Namur

Ermesinde of Luxembourg
marries Waleran of Limburg

Ermesinde, Countess
of Luxembourg

Henry V of Luxembourg,
known as Henry the Blond,
Count of Luxembourg

Henry VI,
Count of Luxembourg




Henry VI, Count of Luxembourg,
Emperor of the Holy Roman
Empire (1308-1313)

John the Blind, Count of
Luxembourg, (King of Bohemia
since 1310)

Charles IV, Count of
Luxembourg, elevates
Luxembourg to a Duchy.
Emperor of the Holy Roman
Empire from 1346

Wenceslas |, Duke
of Luxembourg

Wenceslas Il, Duke
of Luxembourg, Emperor
of the Holy Roman Empire

Sigismond, Duke of
Luxembourg, Emperor
of the Holy Roman Empire

Extinction of the House
of Luxembourg
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History of the sovereigns
of Luxembourg
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Archives of the City of Luxembourg

rom Siegfried to Grand Duke Henri,

‘ Luxembourg was controlled by several
dynasties before becoming an independent
modern state in 1815.

Siegfried is reputed to have founded Luxem-
bourg in 963, when he exchanged some lands
with the Saint Maximin Abbey in Trier. In this
exchange, in return for land located in Feulen
near Ettelbruck, in acquired an old castle built
on a rocky promontory overlooking the Alzette
valley. Siegfried had a small castle built on the
site and, for the first time, history recorded the
name of Luxembourg ('Lucilinburhuc’). This
castle formed the nucleus of the future city.

Siegfried belonged to a noble family from the
Meuse-Moselle region, but did not yet have the
title of Count of Luxembourg. It was his great-
grandson, Conrad |, who brought the name of
‘Count of Luxembourg’ into the history books
for the first time, on a document dating from
1083, by which he founded the Benedictine
Abbey of Munster.

From Siegfried to the death of Conrad Il in

11386, eight Counts succeeded in the same family.

The first family of Luxembourg Counts died

out with Conrad Il.

It re-emerged under the name of Luxembourg-
Namur at the time when Emperor Conrad lll, the
first Hohenstaufen on the Imperial throne,
invested Henry of Namur, known as Henry the
Blind, with the County of Luxembourg. With
this house, Luxembourg came under the influ-
ence of Rome. Countess Ermesinde, daughter
of Henry IV, married Thibaut of Bar, then
Waleran, Duke of Limburg. On his death, she
reigned from 1226 to 1247 in a climate of
peace and religious development. In 1247, the
dignity of Count passed to her son, Henry V,
known as Henry the Blond. With him began the
House of Luxembourg-Limburg.

With Count Henry VI started the rise of the
Counts of Luxembourg to the highest echelons
of power. In 1308, Henry was elected to the

throne of the Holy Roman Empire.



Charles IV, son of Count John the Blind who
became King of Bohemia in 1310, elevated the
County of Luxembourg to the rank of Duchy in
1354. The House of Luxembourg died out in
1437 on the death of Emperor Sigismond, King
of Bohemia and Hungary, Duke of Luxembourg.
His niece Elisabeth ceded her rights to Philip of
Burgundy, and Luxembourg fell into the hands
of the Dukes of Burgundy.

The capture of Luxembourg by Philip
the Good in 1443 incorporated the Duchy
of Luxembourg into a larger entity, the
Burgundian State and then the Low Countries.
Moreover, the Low Countries did not really con-
stitute a state, but a conglomerate of relatively
independent principalities. The Burgundian
regime strengthened the French influence in
Luxembourg and French became the dominant
language in the administration. The successors
of the Dukes of Burgundy (the Spanish Haps-
burgs in the 16th and 17th centuries, and
Austrian Hapsburgs in the 18th century) contin-
ued using French.
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Charles the Fearless, the son of Philip
the Good, undertook to unite his territories in
the South (Burgundy) with his principalities
in the North, which extended from Luxem-
bourg to Holland. His ambitions caused fear
and encountered many obstacles. His daugh-
ter, Marie of Burgundy, married Archduke
Maximilian of Austria, Emperor from 1486 to
1516. She died prematurely and left the
Burgundian heritage to her son, Philip the Fair,
who inherited the kingdoms of Aragon and
Castile by marriage. His son, Charles V, was
elected Emperor in 1519. The Low Countries,
and with it Luxembourg, passed into the hands
of the Spanish Hapsburgs. In 1555-1556,
Charles V abdicated and divided his lands,
whereby his brother Ferdinand | inherited the
Imperial Crown and the Austrian lands, while
his son, Philip Il, inherited Spain and the Low

Countries.

The entry of France into the Thirty Years'
War in 1635 made Luxembourg an object of

envy. The war ended with the Treaty of the

Pyrenees in 1659, under which France
obtained the cities and provostships of
Ivoix-Carignan, Montmédy, Marville, Damvillers
and Thionville, located in the Duchy of

Luxembourg.

From 1678 to 1683, Louis XIV's troops
occupied large territories in Luxembourg and
took the capital in 1684. By the Treaty of
Ratisbon, Louis XIV acquired the Duchy of
Luxembourg. Vauban, who had masterminded
the siege of the City of Luxembourg, rebuilt the
fortress, but Louis XIV had to give up
Luxembourg and return it to Charles Il of Spain
in 1698 (Treaty of Ryswick).

At the end of the Spanish War of
Succession, the Spanish Netherlands, and
Luxembourg with them, passed into the hands
of the Austrian Hapsburgs in 1714, and conse-
quently Emperor Charles VI took possession of
them.
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The reign of Empress Maria Theresa
(1740-1780) led to some

pronounced  changes.

She embarked on a rad-
ical process of reform
to improve the opera-
tion of the state institu-
tions and its finances. Maria
Theresa's son, Joseph Il, suc-
ceeded her in 1780 and contin-
ued his mother’s work, which pre-
figured the reforming work of the
French Revolution.

-

The reign of the Hapsburgs came
to an end in 1795 with the arrival of *
revolutionary troops in Luxembourg.
The Duchy of Luxembourg was attached
to France as the ‘Département des
Foréts’. This period brought about funda-
mental changes in Luxembourg, and
determined its development in the
19th century.

Syuesfrl'an statue 0/ Willram |



The work of the French Revo-
lution, started under the Directoire,
was marked in particular by the
establishment of equality before
the Law and the introduction of the

Civil Code under the Consulate.

After Napoleon’s defeat at
the Battle of the Nations in
Leipzig in 1813, and his
abdication in 1814, the
people of Luxembourg
wanted the return of
the Hapsburgs, but the
Congress of Vienna in
1815 saw things differ-
ently. Since the main
aim was to contain
France within its bor-
ders, it was decided by
the great European
powers to create a large
kingdom of the Netherlands,
which would be ruled by
the dynasty of Orange-

Nassau. As a result, William | of Orange-
Nassau saw Holland enlarged by the addition
of the former Austrian Netherlands. The Duchy
of Luxembourg was elevated to the status of
independent state, and ceded in a personal
capacity to the King of the Netherlands ‘to be
possessed in perpetuity by him and his suc-
cessors in complete ownership and sover-
eignty’ (Article 67 of the Final Act of the
Congress of Vienna). As such, the Kings of the
Netherlands also became the Grand Dukes of
Luxembourg, until 1890. In reality, William | did
not treat Luxembourg, elevated to the status of
Grand Duchy, as an independent state, but as

the 18th province of his kingdom.

As under the Ancien Régime, the Grand
Duchy had two linguistic areas — the German-
speaking area, which included the capital where
the people largely spoke Létzebuergésch (the
language of Luxembourg), and the French-

speaking area.
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illiam | did not treat Luxembourg as an

independent state, but as a province of
his kingdom. He took no account of political,
economic and religious aspects of the south-
ern provinces, causing discontent among the
Belgians who rose up in revolution in August

1830. The people of Luxembourg joined them
shortly afterwards for materialistic reasons. In

addition to being
burdened with heavy
taxes, they reproa-
ched the King/
Grand Duke for his
complete lack of

interest in Luxem-

bourg. He only visit-

ed Arlon once,

. William | (1792-1829)
handed all positions

of responsibility to foreigners and even wanted
to introduce the teaching of Dutch in primary
schools. By revolting against William |, the
Luxembourg population hoped to escape from
Dutch influence and see their aspirations ful-
filled in the future. The main powers, united in

London, recognized the independence of



Belgium and finally imposed the partition of
Limburg and Luxembourg. In 1839, William at
last signed the treaty sanctioning this partition
and the independence of the Grand Duchy. As
a result, the personal union with the
Netherlands was confirmed as well as Luxem-
bourg’s adhesion to the German Confedera-

tion.

William Il succeeded his father in 1840
and granted the Grand Duchy a specific
Constitution. His reign was short but full of
reforms — he created the administrative infra-
structures on which the Grand Duchy relied to
become a real state, and ratified Luxembourg'’s
entry into the Zollverein in 1842 (a customs
union with Prussia). In 1848, Luxembourg
adopted a very liberal Constitution, which
limited the royal prerogative. William Il died
in 1849. As a sign of gratitude, an equestrian
statue of William Il was erected in the city cen-

tre of Luxembourg in 1884.

His son, William Ill, succeeded him in 1849

and reigned until 1890. He adopted a more reac-

tionary attitude, considering the Constitution as
too liberal and too ‘republican’. Therefore, he
imposed an amended Constitution in 1856, which
reaffirmed the monarchic principle, notably by cre-
ating a Council of State whose members were des-
ignated by the sovereign. He appointed his brother
Henry as his Lieutenant Representative. The latter
somewhat tempered the policy of his brother by
becoming the defender of the country’s independ-
ence abroad, notably during the crisis of 1867,
when Napoleon Il wanted to acquire Luxembourg.
William Il died on 23 November 1890.

In 1890, in accordance with the stipulations of
the Family Pact of the House of Nassau dating
from 1783, the Grand Ducal Crown passed to
the only male heir of the House of Nassau, Duke
Adolphe of Nassau, while the eldest daughter of
William I, Wilhelmina, succeeded her father to
the throne of the Netherlands, which was gov-
erned by a different order of succession to that of
the Grand Duchy.

Thus, the personal union between Luxem-

bourg and the Netherlands came to an end.

William N (1817-1890)
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G rand Duke Adolphe (1817-1905), be-
came the first sovereign of the national
dynasty of Luxembourg at the age of 73 and,
his direct descendants have

since then,

succeeded him to the throne.

He became the owner of the ruins of
Vianden Castle and Berg Castle. In 1891, he
bought Fischbach Castle.

Srand Dube %(/040 he //8/7—/905/

Nevertheless, he preferred to live in his cas-
tle in Hohenburg, in Bavaria, and left all political
decisions to Paul Eyschen, President of the
Luxembourg Government. The dynasty thus
placed itself above politics in the eyes of the
people of Luxembourg. Grand Duke Adolphe
died at
November 1905.

is eldest son, William IV (1852-1912),
was appointed Lieutenant Represen-
tative in 1902 and succeeded his father in

1905. While taking the oath, he asserted that

the Grand Duke is above and outside political

his castle in Hohenburg on 17

parties. Health problems led him to name his
wife, Marie-Anne of Braganza, Lieutenant
Representative in 1908. She took the oath as
Regent on 19 November 1908.

William [V died in 1912 without a male heir.
Six daughters were born of his marriage to
Marie-Anne of Braganza: Marie-Adélaide (1894),
Charlotte (1896), Hilda (1897), Antonia (1899),
Elisabeth (1901) and Sophie (1902).



Having foreseen
the problem of suc-
cession that might
arise upon his death,
he promulgated a
new family statute in
1907, under which
his eldest daughter,
Princess Marie-

Adélaide, was decla-

red heiress to the
throne. On 16 April
1907, the Chamber
of Deputies approved the new Family Statute
established by William [V, which obtained force
of Law on 10 July 1907.

rand-Duchess Marie-Adélaide (1894-
1924) was the first Luxembourg sover-
eign born on Luxembourg soil since John the
Blind in 1296. She took the oath on 18 June

Srand Dube Willianm \N

1912. Two years later, on 2 August 1914,
German troops invaded the Grand Duchy. The

Government and Marie-Adélaide protested but
were powerless against the violation of
Luxembourg’s neutrality. The German occu-
piers hardly intervened in Luxembourg’s inter-
nal politics. After the death of Paul Eyschen in
1915, Grand Duchess Marie-Adélaide
decided to play a more direct role in
political affairs. She was poorly
advised and wanted to impose a
minority rightist Government,
thus incurring the hostility of
the opposition who accused her
of violating the spirit of the

Constitution.

When she took the oath, the
Grand Duchess had declared her
interest in political and social matters.
She declared in particular: ‘It is the desire to
judge in accordance with the requirements of
justice and equity that will inspire all my

actions’.

It should be borne in mind that, during the
debate about the new Family Statute in 1907,
the socialists had been opposed to the monar-
chy. Although she never went beyond the lim-
its set by the Constitution, Marie-Adélaide
drew too much hostility from the Left, which
called for her abdication in Parliament

the day after the armistice, accus-
ing her of having adopted a pro-

German attitude in 1914 when

she received Kaiser Wilhelm II.

Following violent disturbances

aimed against the dynasty, the

Grand Duchess was finally per-

suaded by Emile Reuter of the

necessity of signing her abdica-
tion in favour of her younger sister
Charlotte on 9 January 1919.

She left Luxembourg to enter the
Carmelite Order in Modena in ltaly. She died at
Hohenburg Castle on 24 January 1924.

QI‘GIIJ Q)UC’A@S&
Harie-Adélaide (1894-1924)
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Gharlotte, the Jay cz//er
lier return ﬁ’om exile,

15 April 1945

Z@) hile taking the oath, Grand Duchess
Charlotte (1896-1985) asserted her
desire to remain above all political matters. In
1919, the Constitution was revised — the most
important reform was the introduction of univer-
sal suffrage for all Luxembourg citizens, men and
women, from the age of 21. The principle of
national sovereignty was formally written into the
Constitution. The powers of the sovereign were
limited — the Grand Duke had no powers other
than those formally allocated to him under the

Constitution.

On 28 September 1919, some months after
the Grand Duchess’ accession to the throne, a
dual referendum was held on the economic ori-
entation of the country (economic union with
France or Belgium), and on the question of the
future form of the state — 77.8% voted in
favour of the dynasty under the reign of Grand
Duchess Charlotte.

On 6 November 1919, her marriage to
Prince Félix of Bourbon-Parma, born in Austria
on 28 September 1893, was celebrated in

QI“GIZO/@UCA‘QSS
Charlotte (1896-1985 ),
Frince Félrx
0/‘\7))0111'500- Tarma
(1893-1970)

Luxembourg, assuring the Grand Ducal House
of a permanent place in the hearts of the
Luxembourg people. Six children were born of
this union: Jean (1921), Elisabeth (1922),
Marie-Adélaide (1924), Marie-Gabrielle (1925),
Charles (1927) and Alix (1929).

The interwar period was marked in particular
by Luxembourg's entry into the League of
Nations in December 1920, and by the creation
of the Belgo-Luxembourg Economic Union
(BLEW) in 1921. As a result, Luxembourg was
able to withstand the world economic crisis.
The Government of Joseph Bech embarked on

an active foreign policy that enabled



Luxembourg to acquire a guaranteed position
on the international stage. But the threat of war
re-emerged in the mid-1930s. Faced with the
danger of annexation by Nazi Germany, the
people of Luxembourg developed patriotic feel-

ings focused around the dynasty.

In 1939, when Luxembourg celebrated the
centenary of its independence, the Grand
Ducal Family was at the heart of the festivities

throughout the country.

On 10 May 1940, attacking to the west, the
Germans violated the unarmed neutrality of
Luxembourg. Having anticipated an attack, the
Grand Ducal Family had decided to leave
Luxembourg to escape capture by the

Germans.

The Grand Duchess, accompanied by her
family, went into exile in France, then passed
through Spain to reach Portugal; she went on
to Great Britain, the United States and
Canada. The Grand Duchess and her

Government joined the Allies. The official seat

of the Government became London. The Grand
Duchess moved there in 1943 and encouraged
the people of Luxembourg to resist the Nazi
occupation. She continually addressed the
people of Luxembourg via BBC radio from
1940 onwards.

On her return, on 14 April 1945, the Grand
Duchess was welcomed by an enthusiastic
crowd who no longer saw her as a mere sover-
eign, but as the symbol of the country’s resist-

ance and protector of the Luxembourg people.

By visiting areas devastated by the war,
she reinforced the feeling of solidarity in the

country.

During the 1950s and 1960s, the Grand
Duchess made numerous official visits abroad,
which showed the population that Luxembourg
was recognized as a full member on the inter-
national stage. Owing to her determination to
carve out a role for the Grand Duchy among
the nations of Europe, her reign saw the start
of the building of Europe.

On 12 November 1964, after a 45-year
reign, she abdicated in favour of her eldest

son, Jean, and retired to Fischbach Castle.

She died on 9 July 1985, 15 years after
Prince Félix. A monument to her memory was
unveiled in 1990, a testament to the affection
in which she was held by the people of

Luxembourg.

Crand Duchess Charlotte and

tier Government in exile, London



His Royal
Highness
Grand Duke
Jean

rand-Duke Jean of Luxembourg, Duke
of Nassau, Prince of Bourbon-Parma,
was born at Berg Castle in Luxembourg on
5 January 1921. He is the eldest son of
Grand Duchess Charlotte and Prince Félix

of Bourbon-Parma. His godfather was His

Holiness Pope Benedict XV.

Grand Duke Jean spent most of his child-
hood at Berg Castle. He attended primary and
secondary school in Luxembourg and com-
pleted his studies at Ampleforth College
(Yorkshire) in Great Britain from 1934 to 1938.

From 5 January 1939, when the Crown
Prince reached the age of majority, he bore the
title of Hereditary Grand Duke of Luxembourg,
in his capacity as heir presumptive to the
Crown of the Grand Duchy.

On 10 May 1940, Prince Jean left
Luxembourg with his parents to escape the
German occupation, first taking refuge in
France, then travelling to Portugal through
Spain; he then went on to the United States,

Canada and Great Britain. In Quebec, he



attended law and political science courses at

Laval University.

In November 1942, he joined the British
Army as a volunteer in the Irish Guards
Regiment. He received his military training at
the Royal Military College in Aldershot. He
took the rank of lieutenant in the Irish Guards
in March 1943, and captain in 1944. In 1984,
he was appointed colonel of the Irish Guards

Regiment.

He took part in his unit's landing on 11 June
1944 in Normandy, and served at the head-
quarters of the 32nd Brigade of the Guards
Armoured Division. He was present at the
Battle of Caen, and the liberation of Brussels
on 3 September 1944.

On 10 September 1944, he crossed the
Luxembourg border with his father and the
American troops that liberated the Grand
Duchy. He reached Luxembourg City that after-
noon, where he was greeted with immense

enthusiasm.

On 13 September 1944, he rejoined his unit
and took part in the operations around Arnhem
and the battles of the Ardennes offensive. At
the end of January 1945, he helped capture
the Reichswald to the northwest of Wesel, and
continued the campaign with the Allied forces

in Germany until the end of hostilities.

On 14 April 1945, the Hereditary Grand
Duke returned to Luxembourg to attend the tri-
umphal return of Grand Duchess Charlotte.
The same year, he was appointed Colonel in

the young Luxembourg Army.

The Grand Duke is the holder of a large
number of Luxembourg and foreign awards. In
particular, he has been awarded the following

military decorations:

- Luxembourg Croix de Guerre and bar

- Silver Star Medal (USA)

- French Croix de Guerre

- Belgian Croix de Guerre 1940 and bar

- Oorlogsherinneringskruis (the Netherlands)
- 1939-1945 Star (GB)

- France and Germany Star (GB)

- Defence Medal (GB)
- War Medal 1939-1945 (GB).

71'1}1112/05017/ return to the Srand @ucﬂy
(10 Seplember 1944)



On 9 April 1953, the Hereditary Grand
Duke married Princess Joséphine-Charlotte of
Belgium. They have five children:

- Princess Marie-Astrid (b. 17 February 1954)

- Prince Henri (b. 16 April 1955)

- Prince Jean and Princess Margaretha
(b. 15 May 1957)

- Prince Guillaume (b. 1 May 1963).

Their Royal Highnesses live at Fischbach
Castle.

From 1951 to 1961, the Hereditary Grand
Duke was a member of the Council of State,
which enabled him to be associated with the

political life of the country.

He was proclaimed Honorary Doctor of
Strasbourg University and Miami University on
22 November 1957 and 6 May 1979 respec-
tively. Furthermore, he is Honorary President
of the War Orphans charity, Chief Scout
of the Luxembourg Boy Scouts Association,
Honorary President of the Luxembourg
Olympic and Sports Committee, member and,

since 1998, Honorary Dean of the International

Olympic Committee, Honorary President of the
War Veterans Association, Honorary President
of the Unio'n (Union of the Luxembourg

Resistance Movement).

An ardent nature lover, the Grand Duke is
particularly interested in environmental prob-
lems and the protection of fauna and flora. He
is keen on sports and, in particular, practises
skiing, water-skiing, swimming, hunting and
fishing. His other leisure interests include

photography and music.

On 28 April 1961, Grand Duchess Charlotte
appointed the Hereditary Grand Duke Lieu-
tenant Representative. On 12 November 1964,
at a ceremony at the Grand Ducal Palace, Grand
Duchess Charlotte, after a 45-year reign, signed
the declaration of abdication in which she
renounced the Crown of the Grand Duchy in
favour of her son, the Hereditary Grand Duke
Jean. The same day, Grand Duke Jean took the
oath in a solemn ceremony at the Chamber of
Deputies. On 24 December 1999, after nearly
36 years on the throne, Grand Duke Jean

announced his abdication in favour of his son,
the Hereditary Grand Duke Henri, who ascend-
ed the throne on 7 October 2000.

On 12 November 1964,
HRH Grand Ductress Charlotte signs the declaration
0/‘ abdicalion in /aoour 0/ ‘her son



Grand Duchess Joséphine-Charlotte, Prin-
cess of Belgium, was born in Brussels Palace
on 11 October 1927. Her godmother was
Grand Duchess Charlotte.

She spent her childhood in Stuyvenberg,
the residence of her parents, Their Royal
Highnesses Prince Léopold of Belgium and
Princess Astrid of Sweden. On 23 February
1934, her father ascended the throne, suc-
ceeding King Albert, who had died in an acci-
dent at Marche-les-Dames.

At the age of seven, she lost her mother,
Queen Astrid, in a tragic car crash at Kiisnacht
in Switzerland. She entered boarding school in
1940 and then received private tuition from
1942 onwards.

On 7 June 1944, the day after the Allied
landings in Normandy, Princess Joséphine-
Charlotte and her father, King Léopold, were
deported to Germany. Liberated on 7 May
1945, the royal family moved to Prégny, near
Geneva, where Princess Joséphine-Charlotte
continued her studies. She took child psychol-
ogy courses under Professor Piaget at Geneva

University. Back in Belgium, the Princess
devoted herself particularly to social problems
and the arts, besides attending to her official
duties.

On 9 April 1953, she married Prince Jean in
Luxembourg Cathedral and henceforth bore
the title of Hereditary Grand Duchess of
Luxembourg. On 12 November 1964, the day
Grand Duke Jean acceded to the throne, she
became Grand Duchess.

Since then, she has assisted her husband in
his duties. In addition, owing to her keen inter-
est in childcare and health matters, she
became President of the Luxembourg Red
Cross in 1964 and, since 1990, she has been
at the head of the Grand Duchy's guides move-
ment as Chief Guide.

She has accepted the patronage of several
charitable and philanthropic organizations, in
particular the Union of Voluntary Blood Donors
and the Luxembourg Paediatrics Society. Her
leisure activities include floriculture, hunting,
fishing, skiing and water sports.

The wec/o&by o/ TR Frince yean
and Frincess yosépézhe— Gharlotte,
9 April 1953



His Royal
Highness
Grand Duke
Henri

is Royal Highness Grand Duke Henri,
. eldest son of Grand Duke Jean and
Grand Duchess Joséphine-Charlotte of
Luxembourg, was born at Betzdorf Castle in
Luxembourg on 16 April 1955.

In addition to Létzebuergésch, the Grand
Duke speaks French, English and German.

The Grand Duke attended secondary school
in Luxembourg and France, where he success-
fully gained his baccalaureate in 1974. He then
went on to study at Geneva University
(Switzerland), graduating in political science in
October 1980. His Royal Highness was pro-
claimed Honorary Doctor (Humane Letters) of
the Sacred Heart University, Fairfield,
Connecticut (USA) and Honorary Doctor in
Law of Miami University, Oxford, Ohio (USA).
Furthermore, he was declared Honorary
Doctor in economy of the University of Khon
Kaen, (Thailand) and Honorary Doctor in poli-

tics from the University of Trier (Germany).




In 1974, Prince Henri enrolled at the Royal
Military Academy in Sandhurst, England, which
awarded him his officer's commission in 1975.
On 6 October 2000, Grand Duke Henri was
awarded the title of General of the Luxembourg
Army. Since 1989, he has been an Honorary
Major in the United Kingdom’'s Parachute

Regiment.

On 14 February 1981, he married Maria
Teresa Mestre who also graduated in political

science at Geneva University in 1980.

Their Royal Highnesses have four sons and
one daughter:
- Prince Guillaume (b. 11 November 1981)
- Prince Félix (b. 3 June 1984)
- Prince Louis (b. 3 August 1986)
- Princess Alexandra (b. 16 February 1991)
- Prince Sébastien (b. 16 April 1992).

Grand Duke Henri has undertaken many
information and education trips in Europe and
overseas. From 1978 to 1980, he studied in
the United States.

On 14 geé}'uary 1981, the ]ﬁreJI/ary Srand Duke
marries aria Teresa Hestre




On 4 IMarch 1998, the ]ferer/ary Srand Duke
takes the oalh as Lreutenant g?epresen/a/iue

As Honorary President of the Economic
Development Committee, founded in 1977, the
Prince led many trade missions throughout the
world to promote the Grand Duchy of

Luxembourg as an investment centre.

From 1980 to 1998, the Prince was a mem-
ber of the Council of State, which enabled him
to familiarize himself with the legislative machin-

ery of the Grand Duchy.

The Grand Duke is patron of many associa-
tions active in the fields of culture and sports,

science and civics.

Furthermore, he has been member of the
International Olympic Committee since the

session in Nagano in February 1998.

As President of the Patronage Committee
of the Société des Foires Internationales de
Luxembourg, he is high patron of the Civil

Defence Organisation.




In addition, he is an active member of the
Mentor Foundation, launched under the patron-
age of the World Health Organisation. The pur-
pose of this foundation is to prevent young

people from taking drugs.

Highly interested in the conservation of
nature, the Grand Duke is president of the
Galapagos Darwin Trust Luxembourg and
member of the executive committee of the

Charles Darwin Foundation.

On 4 March 1998, in accordance with
Article 42 of the Constitution, he was appoint-
ed Lieutenant Representative of His Royal
Highness. On 7 October 2000, he succeeded
his father after the latter had abdicated.

His main leisure activities are literature,
classical music and sports in general, and,
more particularly, swimming, sailing, water-ski-

ing, tennis and hunting.

Sipa Press/Pierre Villard

Thhe Srand Dube is a nature lover and zs involved in pro/ec/z'ny the environment




Her Royal
Highness
Grand Duchess
\YETRE!
Teresa

RH Grand Duchess Maria Teresa, daugh-
. ter of José Antonio Mestre and Maria
Teresa Batista-Falla de Mestre, was born in
Havana, Cuba, on 22 March 1956.

In 1959, Maria Teresa left Cuba with her
parents during the revolution. The family
moved to New York, where the young lady
became a student at Marymount. She studied
at the French School of New York from 1961.

In June 1965, her parents moved for a few
months to their family property in Santander,
Spain, before finally settling in Geneva. Maria
Teresa Mestre continued her studies at the
Marie-José Institute in Gstaad, then at the
Marie-Thérése boarding school in Geneva,
where she successfully gained her baccalaure-
ate in 1975. During her stay in Switzerland,

Her Royal Highness obtained Swiss nationality.

She continued her education at Geneva
University, where she met Prince Henri and, at
the same time as His Royal Highness, she

graduated in political science in 1980. They




married on 14 February 1981, and Maria
Teresa took the title of Princess and Hereditary

Grand Duchess.

Since 7 October 2000, the day HRH Grand
Duke Henri acceded to the throne, she has

borne the title of Grand Duchess.

During her studies, Maria Teresa Mestre
took particular interest in social and humanitar-
ian problems. She took care of elderly people
in homes in Geneva and gave courses to

underprivileged children.

Apart from Spanish, her mother tongue,
HRH the Grand Duchess speaks fluent French
and has a good knowledge of English. She also
speaks Létzebuergésch and knows some

German and ltalian.

She has been a UNESCO Goodwill
Ambassador since 10 June 1997.

Furthermore, she is President of the Prince
Henri-Princess Maria Teresa Foundation, which

was established in 1981 to work for the integra-

tion of disabled and underprivileged people. She
is also Honorary President of the AIDS
Research Foundation. She has given her high
patronage to the Immigration Festival, the
European Theatre and Music Festival in Wiltz,
the Association for the Blind in Luxembourg and

the Luxembourg Alzheimer's Association.

She is patron of an orphanage which bears

her name, in Divin, Belarus.

In October 1999, Her Royal Highness was
proclaimed Honorary Doctor of Seton Hall

University (school for diplomatic and interna-
tional relations, USA).

Their (J?oya/ ]ﬂyﬁnes&e& the Srand Duke and SGrand @ucﬂe&s, surrounded gy their children in the oé‘awlby
room af Faischibacti Castle




His Royal Highness
Prince Guillaume

4

-

J

rince Guillaume was born on 11
’ November 1981 at the Grand Duchess

Charlotte maternity hospital. He is the eldest
son of Their Royal Highnesses the Grand Duke
and Grand Duchess of Luxembourg.

His brothers and sisters are Prince Félix
(1984), Prince Louis (1986), Princess
Alexandra (1991) and Prince Sébastien (1992).

He attended primary school in Lorentzweiler
and secondary school, until the fourth year, at
Lycée Robert Schuman in Luxembourg. He con-
tinued his education in Switzerland where he
gained his baccalaureate. In September 2001,
the Hereditary Grand Duke began his training
as an officer at the Royal Military Academy in
Sandhurst (GB).

On 18 December 2000, Prince Guillaume

was proclaimed Hereditary Grand Duke.

Since Autumn 2000, he has been chairman
of the board of directors of the Kraizbierg
Foundation, which works to help mentally hand-

icapped people.




Taking over from his father, the Hereditary
Grand Duke has assumed the role of honorary
president of the Board of Economic
Development since 2001. His first mission in
this capacity took him to South Korea in April
2001.

In addition to Létzebuergésch, Prince
Guillaume speaks fluent French, English and

German and has some knowledge of Spanish.

Like most youths in his age group, the Prince
enjoys listening to modern music but is also
interested in classical music. He played the vio-
lin for some years and history is his favourite
subject. Prince Guillaume is very keen on
sports and enjoys playing tennis, swimming,

sailing and skiing.

Like his grandfather and father, Prince
Guillaume is actively involved in the scout
movement in Luxembourg. He participated in a
camp in Nepal during summer 1997, where,
with his scout friends, he took part in a refor-
estation project and other initiatives in favour of

disadvantaged communities.

Frince Suillaume surrounded 5] bis /a/éer, the then jfereofrfary Srand Duke Henrri,
and hirs greal- yranofmaféer, Srand Ductiess Charlotte




The brothers
and sisters
of HRH
Crand Dube
fenrs

Trincess Marie-Astrid and ber busband
with their /I'Ue children

Princess Marie-Astrid

5 RH Princess Marie-Astrid, the eldest
daughter of Grand Duke Jean and
Grand Duchess Joséphine-Charlotte, was born
at Betzdorf Castle on 17 February 1954.

The Princess studied in Luxembourg and
Belgium. She gained her diploma as a state-
registered nurse in 1974 and completed her
education in 1977 with a nursing certificate in
tropical medicine from the Prince Léopold
Institute.

She has been President of the Red Cross

for Luxembourg Youth since 1970.

The Princess has been married to His
Imperial and Royal Highness Charles Christian
of Hapsburg-Lorraine, Archduke of Austria,
Prince of Bar, since 6 February 1982.

Five children were born of this marriage:

- Princess Marie-Christine (b. 31 July 1983)
- Prince Imre (b. 8 December 1985)

- Prince Christophe (b. 2 February 1988)

- Prince Alexander (b. 26 September 1990)
- Princess Gabriella (b. 26 March 1994).



Prince Jean

Prince Zean and bhis wyfe

7 orn at Betzdorf Castle on 15 May 1957,
twin brother of Princess Margaretha,
Prince Jean studied in Luxembourg, Switzer-
land and France, where he obtained his bacca-

laureate. He then attended language courses in
Great Britain.

In 1977, he obtained his officer's commis-
sion after a period of study at the Royal
Military Academy in Sandhurst. In 1979, he
was appointed Captain in the Luxembourg
Army. Prince Jean completed his higher educa-
tion at the Institut Européen d’Administration
des Affaires (INSEAD) in Fontainebleau,
France. Today he works in the financial ser-

vices industry.

By declaration dated 26 September 1986,
he renounced his rights of succession to the

throne.

On 27 May 1987, he married Hélene Vestur,
who bears the title Countess of Nassau. Four

children were born of this marriage:

- Marie-Gabrielle, Countess of Nassau

(b. 8 December 1986)

- Constantin, Count of Nassau

(b. 22 July 1988)

- Wenceslas, Count of Nassau

(b. 17 November 1990)

- Carl-dohan, Count of Nassau

(b. 15 August 1992).



Princess Margaretha

Frincess (/Taryarellfa with her husband,
Nicolas of Liechtenstern, and their children
TMarie- 73/1’1'0{ Iaria-Annunciata
and. y’osepé -Emmanuel

orn at Betzdorf Castle on 15 May 1957,
twin sister of Prince Jean, Princess
Margaretha studied in Luxembourg, partly at

the European School, as well as in Belgium,
Great Britain and the United States.

She married His Serene Highness Prince
Nicolas of Liechtenstein on 20 March 1982.
Three children were born of this marriage:

- Princess Maria-Annunciata (b. 12 May 1985)
- Princess Marie-Astrid (b. 26 June 1987)
- Prince Joseph-Emmanuel (b. 7 May 1989).



Prince Guillaume

Trince Guillaume with birs wae
and their three children

Py orn at Betzdorf Castle on 1 May 1963,
Prince Guillaume is the youngest of the
five children of Their Royal Highnesses Grand
Duke Jean and Grand Duchess Joséphine-

Charlotte of Luxembourg.

He attended secondary school in Luxem-
bourg and Switzerland and obtained his bac-
calaureate in Grenoble in 1982. He continued
his studies at Oxford University in the United
Kingdom and at Georgetown University in
Washington, where he graduated in 1987.

He gained six months’ work experience

at the International Monetary Fund in
Washington, and spent two years at the
Commission of the European Communities in

Brussels.

In 1992, he became President of Lux-
Development, an agency responsible for
carrying out the Luxembourg Government's
bilateral and intergovernmental development

aid programme.

President of the
‘Mérite Jeunesse’ Foundation. He married
Sibilla- Weiller on 8 September 1994, who

has since borne the title of Princess of

Furthermore, he is

Luxembourg.
Three children were born of this marriage:

- Prince Paul-Louis (b. 24 March 1998)
- Prince Léopold and Princess Charlotte
(b. 2 May 2000)

e



The accession

fo the throne

of HRH

Crand Dube HHenrs
on 7 October 2000

On 6 October 2000, the o/ay gefore
HRH Grand Dube Henri’s accession to the /Arone,
HRH Grand Dake (%an addresses the peop/e




n 7 October 2000, the ceremonies for
HRH Grand Duke Jean’s abdication and
HRH Grand Duke Henri's accession to the

throne took place in Luxembourg.

Grand Duke Jean announced his intention to
abdicate in favour of his eldest son, Hereditary
Grand Duke Henri, on 24 December 1999.

After a reign of nearly 36 years, it seemed
natural to Grand Duke Jean to hand over the
reigns to his eldest son and to let the Grand
Duchy take advantage of the experience
gained by the Hereditary Grand Duke.

On 7 October 2000, at around 10.00 a.m.,
in the presence of HRH Grand Duchess
Joséphine-Charlotte, HRH the Hereditary
Grand Duke, HRH the Hereditary Grand
Duchess, HRH Grand Duke Jean signed the
Grand Ducal Abdication Decree at the Grand

Ducal Palace.

HRH Grand Dube gean signs the Srand Ducal Abdication Decree




gamma/© DEMANGE-SCORCELLETTI

TRIH Grand Dube Jean and
Srand Ductess %se’pﬁz'ﬂe— Charlotte, and
T the Queen of the Netherlands and
lhe %}zy and Queen o/‘/ﬂe (Jje/yzdns /Mepar/

in the &wearz'ny—in ceremony

HM Queen of the Netherlands, TM the King
and the Queen of the Belgians, the other
members of the Grand Ducal Family, the repre-
sentatives of the main political institutions and

public figures also took part in the ceremony.

Following signature of the Abdication
Decree, Prime Minister Claude Juncker gave a
speech in which he paid tribute to HRH Grand

Duke Jean and his wife.

The abdication ceremony was followed by
the swearing-in ceremony, which took place at

a solemn sitting of the Chamber of Deputies.



At about 11.00 a.m., during a public sitting
at the Chamber of Deputies, HRH Grand Duke
Henri took the oath stipulated by Article 5 of
the Constitution:

‘Y swear to observe the Constitulion and
the Laws 0/[ the Srand @ucﬁy of Luxem-
50111?, to maintain the national IbofepenJ—

ence anofz'n/eyrz'/y 0/ the terrifory, as well
as public and individual [1berties’.

Thereafter, Grand Duke Henri delivered the
enthronement speech, in which he proved to
be fully aware of the duties and obligations his
new function imposes on him and promised to
accomplish them in all conscience and with the
utmost ability. On this particular day, he wished
to thank his parents for the trust they had
placed in him. In addition to the political and
economic aspects, His Royal Highness men-
tioned the profound values of our society and
reminded us that the ‘foundations of our civi-
lization lie in solidarity, justice, tolerance,
respect for others and humanity’.

gamma/© DEMANGE-SCORCELLETTI

TR
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HRH Grand Dube Henrs lakes the oalls
s/z,‘ou[a/eJ @ Article 5 of the Constitution




The pugﬁ'c ﬁ'yuz’es, who took part in the solemn session
at the Chamber o/ @epu/z'es, Aearh@ app/auJ the new Srand Dutke and his wzfe

After the swearing-in ceremony, TRH and the
royal children returned to the Palace on foot. The
large crowd, gathered along the route, acclaimed
Grand Duke Henri and Grand Duchess Maria
Teresa enthusiastically.

At around midday, TRH Grand Duke Henri and
Grand Duchess Maria Teresa, the other members
of the Grand Ducal Family and Dutch and Belgian
sovereigns appeared on the balcony of the Grand

Ducal Palace and waved to the crowd.

After being invited to a dinner given by the
Government at the Cercle Municipal, the accred-
ited ambassadors were presented to TRH Grand

Duke Henri and Grand Duchess Maria Teresa.

At around 4.20 p.m., TRH Grand Duke Henri
and Grand Duchess Maria Teresa, accompanied
by the royal children, left the Grand Ducal Palace
on foot for Notre-Dame Cathedral where they

attended a thanksgiving service.



TRH Grand Dubke Henri and Grand Ductiess Maria Teresa, surrounded 5] lheir children, Srand Dube Jean,
Srand Duchess yose;oﬂine— Charlotte and the Duteli and Zje/yz'alz sovereigns, wave fo the crowd, /)‘om the ga/coqy
0/[ e Grand Ducal Falace

TRH the Grand Dube and Grand Ducthess
and the roya/ children attend the

/Aanésy[o[ny service at Notre-Dame
Cathedral in ﬁuxemgouzy




TRH the Grand Dube and Grand Ducliess wave to the crowd. /é[’onyz'ny the streefs 0/ the Capz'/a[

Later in the afternoon, TRH proceeded to
the City Hall where they were welcomed by the
Mayor of the City of Luxembourg, Mr Paul
Helminger. After the welcome address by

Mr Helminger, the members of the Grand
Ducal Family signed the guest book of the City
of Luxembourg.

Upon leaving the City Hall, at around 6.00 p.m.,
Their Royal Highnesses went to meet the

crowd gathered at the entrance to the building.

Thereafter, they went around the twice-
weekly market, in the Place Guillaume, which,
for the occasion, remained open until late in
the evening. The Grand Duke and the Grand
Duchess continued their walk through the
streets of the capital. They joined the people
to admire the craft stands and watch the folk

dancing.



gamma/©DEMANGE-SCORCELLETTI

The official programme ended at around
8.00 p.m. with a military music concert by the
Luxembourg army in front of the Grand Ducal
Palace. This also presented the opportunity
to listen, for the first time, to ‘La marche
du Grand-Duc Henri’, composed by Julien

Hoffmann for the occasion.

gamma/©DEMANGE-SCORCELLETTI

TRH the Grand Dube and Grand Ductress watch balloons in the national colours /sz/ away
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Three yenera/[ons united @ lhe same sense o/ Ju/y and' responsz'&ﬁ'fy

Prepared for reign

‘¥ feel ready’, the new Grand Duke Henri

declares. However, it will not be an easy task

to succeed his father, Grand Duke Jean, con-
sidering the latter has made a lasting impres-
sion on Luxembourg after a reign of 36 years.
This determination shown by the new Grand
Duke is fully in his honour and in line with the

challenge that awaits him.

Deliberate symbolism or simple coinci-
dence, the concordance between the change
of reign and the change of century breathes
fresh impetus into the whole country. However,
no major upheavals are expected; and quite
justifiably, considering the new Luxembourg
sovereign intends to embark on a route of

renewed continuity.

There is no reason whatsoever for Grand
Duke Henri to change the basis of an order
already well established by his father. ‘We
have to maintain the same line and, at the
same time, find our own style’, he explains
clearly while insisting on the presence of his

wife, Maria Teresa, at his side: ‘because to



reign goes hand in hand with married life’. His
style is strongly inspired by that of his father,
but on the whole constitutes a more relaxed,
flexible and modern version. Moreover, by his
own description, Grand Duke Henri sees him-

self as someone more ‘laid-back’.

The new Grand Duke will now have to focus
on perpetuating the family tradition and its
ancestral values and, at the same time, trans-
ferring them into the modern context of the
21st century. Even though he does not intend
to become personally involved in the political
affairs of his country, in the same way that his
father deliberately kept away from them, the
new sovereign will concentrate on maintaining
the greatest economic growth Luxembourg has
ever known and taking up the challenges dear
to him: ‘| intend to remain close to my coun-
try’s economic and social situation and take a
particularly close look at certain matters, such
as youth education, problems related to drugs
and violence, development aid and the environ-

ment’, he announced.

‘Y have a double Ja/}/, fo ensure political

nea/ra/z'/y and folerance, because lhis counlry

gefony.s fo the people, not to the sovereign’.

Tageblatt, 5 October 2000, p. 15.
‘The country belongs to the people, not to the sovereign’
Interview by Daniele Fonck




HRIH the J{ereo/ﬁary Srand Dube visits a contingent! o/ the ﬁu.xemgoury army,
on manoeuvres in %rway / TMarch 1997 /

Grand Duke Henri's creed is to ensure the
well-being of his people. ‘Our aim is to make
sure that people are happy, that we are ready
to listen to the needs of the individuals in so far
as possible, to share the moments of joy and
sadness with our people’. As such, he attaches
great importance to the preservation of the
country’s unity, which is not possible without
the integration of the foreign communities: ‘It
is of the utmost importance to make sure
Luxembourg and non-Luxembourg people live
together as they have done in the past’. The
Grand Duchy owes its credibility on the
European scene above all to its economic and
social stability, but also to its distinctive multi-
lingual identity. Therefore, he continues, ‘The
Luxembourg experience should serve as an
example for what Europe should become in the
future, that is to say a kind of melting pot of

Europeans living together in harmony’.

Strengthened by a Christian education firmly
anchored in his values, he has been able to
develop a keen sense of duty and generosity

towards others, accompanied by dignity and



humility. A profound respect for traditions and
fundamental values while, simultaneously, kee-
ping abreast of the times, that is how we can
summarize the style of the new Luxembourg
Grand Duke.

Sources:
1) ‘Le nouveau visage d’'une monarchie moderne’,
Stéphane Bern, Télécran, 23 September 2000, pp. 42-44

2) ‘Avec la population dans les moments de joie
comme les moments de peine’,
Thierry Cugnot, Le Républicain Lorrain, 5 September 2000 p. 7

%ccompan[ez/ gy Y/ 71‘0125201'3 Dilt en,
inister with respons[gzﬁly /or Communications,
HARH the Srand Dutke visits a company specia&'zzhy
in lhe lelecommunications seclor

/ economic trade mission to Ganada, 25-28 April 2000 /
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On 3 yu/y 2000, the Trime Mlinister

0/ 6141}10, Lbu g?ony/}; 7s welcomed

al the Grand Ducal Falace

@ HRH the ]fereo/i/ary Srand Dute



The Grand Duke’s
working day
he Constitution allocates various powers
and obligations to the Grand Duke.

However, when consulting the articles of the

Constitution, it is difficult to imagine the practical

organization of the Grand Duke’s working day.

Each morning, the Grand Duke glances
through the Luxembourg and international news-
papers. He also uses the latest means of com-

munication to keep up to date with current news.

One of the Grand Duke’s more regular tasks
involves signing Laws, decrees, treaties and
conventions. He visits the Grand Ducal Palace
several times a week, where his advisors
update him on current affairs and where he

receives Ministers and other figures.

Audiences are also held at the Grand Ducal
Palace. The nature of these audiences may
vary. First of all, there are official audiences,
which are part of the Grand Duke’s constitu-
tional tasks: he regularly receives members of
the Government, in particular the Prime
Minister and the Minister for Foreign Affairs.

He also meets foreign ambassadors for the



handing over of credentials and audiences of

leave.

As, owing to historical reasons, the ambas-
sador is considered equivalent to the head of
state, the ceremonial aspect is always strictly
adhered to when a new ambassador enters

office.

Furthermore, the Grand Duke receives
national and international figures from all sides
— politicians, leaders of Community institutions,
representatives of the economic, scientific, cul-

tural and sports world.

In general, the Grand Duke receives his visi-

tors on his own.

TR the Grand Dube and the Grand Duchess receive the Euxemgoury (/e/eya/[on, which par/z'cl)na/eo/
al the Ofympz'c Sames in cSyofney / 30 October 2000 /
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@urzby the visit /5y members O/ the Z)e/y[an Sovernment to 5{1}(911256111’7 (16 (Sep/emﬁér 7999 /, the \Be/yzdn
T rime Tinister, Tr 9)1{5/ Derﬁb/fy/a(ﬁ, bas an audience witl the ]/el'eo&'/arjz/ Srand Duke

During state visits to Luxembourg, foreign
Heads of State stay at the Grand Ducal Palace,
where various ceremonies are also held. The
official programme of these visits consists of
traditional events, such as the laying of a
wreath in front of the National Monument of
Luxembourg Solidarity, a reception of the diplo-
matic corps and national authorities, an official
dinner or lunch, including speeches. Whereas
the programme for foreign Heads of State nor-
mally includes meetings in the political and eco-
nomic fields, their spouses visit social and cul-
tural institutions. A private visit lasting several

days may follow the official programme.

In turn, the Grand Ducal Couple visit foreign
states. These visits allow the Head of State to

foster or strengthen ties with other countries.



The Grand Duke's visits inside the Grand
Duchy, on which he is often accompanied by his
wife, are also an opportunity to meet the peo-
ple. This is particularly true of the National
Holiday festivity, which is held on 23 June. This
day consists of a series of traditional events,
such as the Te Deum, audiences and a military
parade. The evening before, the Grand Ducal
Couple meet the people during visits inside the
country. These visits end in the capital city with

a torchlit procession and fireworks display.

TRH /IyA/ the scoul

camp/fzk‘e (/urzby the national
ﬁoﬁbfay /es/z'm'/z'es, in
Escli-sur-Alzette on 22 yune 2000




The ﬁ'rs/ Euxemgroury euro minted. gy HHRIH the ]ferez/i/ary Srand Duke in Ulrecht, in the presence
o/ T Luc Frieden, Hinister of %easury and %uJye/ / 27 Sune 2000 /

From an economic point of view, the Grand
Duke visits all the sectors of activity, for
instance the country’s industrial companies and
financial institutions. Furthermore, he makes
visits of support to agricultural, wine-producing
and forestry centres. In the social and public-
health sector, hospitals, nursing and retirement
homes welcome the Grand Duke as a guest.
Moreover, the Grand Duchess makes a large

number of social and humanitarian visits.

Finally, the Grand Duke visits schools, voca-
tional training centres and educational institu-
tions regularly in the scientific, cultural and
sport sectors. He attends concerts, exhibitions,

conferences and sporting events.



HRH the Grand Duke visils the workshops HHRH ]{ere(///czzy Srand Duke HHenri in discussion with members o/ the Buxemgouzy O/e/eya/[on
of a Buxemgouzy e/ec/ro—p/d/z'ny company (7th Small Nations Games 0/ Curope in g?eyé/'auzé Geeland — Sune 1997)
(8 November 2000)




TRH in /9’011/ 0/ the National TMonument of
Eu.xemgoury cSo/z'o/anYy on National
Remembrance @ay / 15 October 2000 /

The Grand Duke also attends National
Remembrance Day, a ceremony to commemo-

rate the tragic events of the past.

The sovereign pays particular attention to
organizations responsible for the protection
and security of citizens, for example the fire

brigade and civil defence.

If the Grand Duke is unable to attend an
event he has been invited to, he can be repre-
sented by the Marshall of the Court, his per-
sonal private secretary or a chamberlain.
Furthermore, he, or the Grand Duchess, can
grant their patronage to certain initiatives.
A patronage can be granted to permanent
institutions as well as to selected events.

The presence of the Grand Duke and Grand
Duchess is also proof of a dialogue existing
between the reigning dynasty and the people.
Management and staff of a company or per-
sons in charge of social and humanitarian
organizations can draw inspiration from meet-

ings with the sovereign.

The Grand Duke can also manifest his
interest directly in certain persons, for example
by traditionally congratulating citizens on their
hundredth birthday, or by naming himself
godfather of the seventh son born in a family
(traditionally, the Grand Duchess is also the

godmother of a family’s seventh daughten).

Since the reign of Grand Duchess Charlotte,
sovereigns of the Grand Duchy have firmly
declared their desire to remain above political
affairs. For this reason, the sovereign only
rarely addresses the public directly. However,
since 1972, the Grand Duke has regularly made
a speech at the end of the year, which is broad-
cast on radio and television. This custom is an
integral part of the dialogue the Grand Duke
enjoys with his country. The speech touches on
current national concerns and the Grand Duke
knows how to choose his themes wisely with-
out offending certain members of the popula-
tion. He tries to be as close as possible to the
overall thoughts of his country and, as such,

not to enliven his comments with current political



facts that would distort the aim of his speech.
Nevertheless, the Grand Duke can, through his
intervention, place an emphasis on certain sub-

jects particularly dear to him.

The speech delivered by the Grand Duke
during the end-of-year festivities is an oppor-
tunity for the sovereign to underline his attach-
ment to fundamental values, such as liberty,

tolerance and solidarity.

Conscious of the fact that social stability is
a key element in Luxembourg's prosperity, the
Grand Duke insists on the need to give all
fellow citizens the feeling of being part of the

same community.

Furthermore, the sovereign is particularly
interested in protecting the environment and

development aid.

The end-of-year speech also gives the Grand
Duke the opportunity to assess the Grand
Duchy's economic and political development.
Against this background, the progress regarding
the construction of Europe holds a special place.

The first end-of-year speech made by Grand
Duke Henri was innovative as he chose to let
his wife, the Grand Duchess, address the peo-
ple, dedicating her message to the more

impoverished.

The Grand Duke’'s working day is extremely
varied and intense. He can rely on the
services of the Marshall of the Court
to help him carry out his tasks and
has a personal advisor in the person
of the personal private secretary to
the Grand Duke. Furthermore, the
Grand Duchess enjoys the support

of a special secretary. During their

visits at home and abroad, the Grand
Duke and Grand Duchess are accompa-
nied by aides-de-camp, who also play an impor-

tant role in preparing and organizing these visits.



e

he Srand
Dube’s visits
abroad

/ Detailed list included in the appen%'x /

On 10 Oclober 2000, TRH the Grand Dube and Grand Ductiess are received al the Elysée
@ the Tresident o/f the French ~7€epu5&'c, Y/ gacyuex GA]}‘GC, and biis wyfe




Cour/esy 0rsls @ TRH the SGrand Dubke
and Grand Ductess to FParis and Derlin
10-12 October 2000

puy fter acceding to the throne, the Grand

Duke and Grand Duchess visited Paris on
10 October, and Berlin on 12 October. These
courtesy visits gave them the opportunity to
show the importance Luxembourg places in
their two neighbouring countries as economic
and political partners. At the same time, these
visits were also proof of their desire to strengthen
the ties that unite Luxembourg with France
and Germany.

i O Y

A

HRH Grand Dube Henri receives a warm welcome fmm
Tl Lionel %spz'n, Trime Tlinister, al the Hotel Matignon

In Paris, the busy programme included
talks with Mr Christian Poncelet, President

of the Senate, an invitation to lunch

at the Elysée by the
President of the French
Republic, Mr Jacques
Chirac, and his wife,
and a meeting with
Mr Raymond Forni, Pre-
sident of the National
Assembly, and Mr Lionel
Jospin, Prime Minister.

During this visit, the

Grand Ducal Couple were able to see a
preview of the exhibition at the Musée d'Orsay,

devoted to Edouard Manet'’s still life paintings.

Mr Jacques Chirac said he was particularly
touched that the new Grand Ducal Couple
chose France as destination for their first

courtesy visit.

Srand Dube Henrs inspects the
‘Wepugfican Suard



TRH the Grand Dutke
and Srand Duchiess arrive
al Derlin %ye/ 571'1)001'/

HRH Grand Dube Henri

and e Solrannes Rau, Fresident
o/ the Federal f]?epugﬁc o/ ;gez'many,
in the yarofezz o/ Delleoue Castle,

the of/}'cz'af residence of the

Tresident

n Berlin, the Grand Ducal Couple
enjoyed exceptionally warm hospitality
from the German authorities.

The day before the official reception, the
Grand Duke and Grand Duchess were invited
to a reception at the Luxembourg Embassy.
The following day, meetings with the President
of the Federal Republic of Germany, Mr
Johannes Rau, the German Chancellor, Mr
Gerhard Schroder, and the President of the
Bundestag, Mr Wolfgang Thierse, were on the
agenda. TRH the Grand Duke and Grand
Duchess also had the opportunity to visit the
Rathaus (City Hall) in Berlin, cross the
Brandenburg Gate together with Mr Eberhard
Diepgen, the Mayor of Berlin, and his wife,
and attend the official opening of the new

Luxembourg Embassy in Berlin.



On 12 October 2000, HRH Grand Duke Henri meets e Gertrard Scliréder,
Chancellor of the Federal J(?epugfz'c of Qermany

TRH cross lhe %jranofengury Sate,
/oyeléer with e Ebertard @l'epyen,
%ayor o/ /Sjer[m, and his wzfe



TRH the Grand Dube and Grand Ductiess are welcomed zfy TIIC e %'ny and Queen 0/ CSpaI}z, lhe Frince of sturias,
the gnfan/a Cristina and ber husband, Jnaki Q//r(/anyan}z, al the Frado Falace, residence o/‘ /&rez'yn HHeads o/ State
(7 May 2001)

State visit to cSpallrz
@ TRH the Grand Dube and
Srand Duchess — 7-9 May 2001

The Grand Ducal Couple completed their
first state visit to Spain. They were welcomed
by TM the King and Queen of Spain at the
Prado Palace, residence of foreign Heads of
State.

After the official reception, the Grand Duke
and Grand Duchess were invited to a private
lunch at the Zarzuela Palace, residence of the
King and Queen.

The afternoon part of the state visit was
devoted to culture. After attending a cello
recital by Frangoise Groben, the Grand Ducal
Couple visited the ‘Codex Aureus’ exhibition at
the ‘Charles of Antwerp’ Foundation, together
with TM the King and Queen.



HIIC the %'ny of cSpain addresses rssues re/a/zhy
in par/z'ca/al‘ fo ((Jurope, Juriny a speecﬂ al the ya/a
dinner (7 May 2001)

This first day ended with a gala dinner at the
Royal Palace in Madrid. The King and Queen
were joined at the gala dinner by Crown Prince
Felipe of Spain, the Infanta Elena and her hus-
band Mr Jaime de Marichalar, and the Infanta
Cristina with her husband Mr Ifaki Urdangarin.

During the official speeches, both Heads of
State condemned the acts of terrorism perpe-
trated at the weekend prior to the state visit.
HRH the Grand Duke assured HM the King
that ‘the people of Luxembourg will stand by
the people of Spain in their fight against terro-
rism'. Furthermore, the two monarchs
addressed issues related to Europe. HM the
King of Spain thus paid tribute to the stance
adopted by both countries in favour of the

ambitious EU expansion project.

Trs ﬁyofr'e %//er, @epuly Frime Hinister
and Iinister /01' gore[yn (/7/7&1'1’5 and goreiyn
Trade next to Grown Trince geﬁ/'oe o/f CS/UaI'n
al the ycz/cz dinner / 7 %qy 2001 /



Trs @speranza %yzu’rre, Tresident af the cSena/e, welcomes the Grand Ducal Goup/e and Trs %éfer
lo lhe Senate Falace / S8 %ay 2001 /

The second day of the visit began with a cer-
emony at the Plaza de la Lealtad (Loyalty
Square) in the centre of Madrid, where TRH the
Grand Duke and Grand Duchess paid tribute to

those who gave their lives for Spain.

Thereafter, Their Royal Highnesses the Grand
Duke and Grand Duchess visited the ‘Casa de la
Villa de Madrid’, where they were welcomed by
the Mayor of the City of Madrid, Mr Alvarez del

Manzano.

Mrs Esperanza Aguirre, President of the
Senate, then welcomed the Grand Ducal Couple
to the Senate Palace. After the official ceremony
at the Plaza de la Marina Espafiola, the Grand
Ducal Couple met members of the Senate and

Chamber of Deputies.

Towards the end of the morning, TM the King
and Queen joined the Grand Ducal Couple at the
Cultural Centre of the City of Madrid, where they
attended the ‘Macarréon Retrospective’ exhibi-
tion. It is interesting to note that three paintings
by Ricardo Macarron, from the collection of the

Grand Ducal Court, enhanced this exhibition.



Afterwards, the Grand Duke visited the
Moncloa Palace, the seat of the Prime
Minister, where he held talks with Mr José
Maria Aznar, together with Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Trade, Mrs Lydie Polfer.

After lunch, given by the Prime Minister and
his wife in honour of the Grand Ducal Couple,

the Luxembourg Head of State met Spanish

57ccompan1'e0/@ the Queen o/cSpal'Iz, the Srand
Duchess visits the “Nino Jesas’ hospital, in IMadrid,
one O/CSPQ[H ’J/[I'{’s/paeo/l'a/r/c Abspl'/a[

entrepreneurs at the offices of the Confe-

deration of Spanish Entrepreneurs.

Simultaneously, the programme of HRH the
Grand Duchess included a visit to the Prado
Museum, where she was particularly interested

in the works of Greco, Velazquez and Goya.

The second day of the visit ended with a
reception given by TRH the Grand Duke and
Grand Duchess in honour of the Royal Family

at the Prado Palace.

The departure ceremony on the morning of
9 May 2001, in the presence of TM the King
and Queen of Spain, concluded TRH the Grand
Duke's and Grand Duchess’ first state visit to

Spain.

HRH the Srand Dube and HII the %'ny O/CS/Jaz'n
n /ron/ o/ e Trado Falace t/un'ny the
receplion ceremony / 7 Way 2001 /
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TRH Grand Dake %cm and Grand Duchess Z)se}ogz'ne— Charlotte
surrounded @ lraditional dancers in Akasakou Fark

5-12 April 1999:
stalte visif @ TRH the SGrand
Dube and Grand Duchess

fo gapazz

t was during the cherry-blossom
" season, a most important time for the

Japanese, that the Grand Ducal Couple visited

Japan, both to consolidate the ties of friend-
ship with the Imperial Family and to promote
Luxembourg and strengthen the economic

links between the two countries.



Extract from the toast proposed by HRH
Grand Duke Jean at the dinner given by HM
the Emperor of Japan:

There are greal yeoyrapﬂica/ distances
between y‘apan anJﬁuxemébury, bul the
recent past has shown that our countries
are similar in thal we share characteristics
and interests (... ). Joday, our political,
economic and cultural ties are much closer

than af the start 0/ our brlateral relations

72 years ago 7.

HRH Grand Dute yean and’ Smpress Tichibo raise
their y/ames fo the ﬁ‘l'én(%vé[)n that unites
the fwo reigning /amz[rés

HRH the Grand Ductress and 6mper0r Abitrito
Lave Jeueﬁ)peJ a per/ec/ rapport



16-18 March 1999:
stale visif @ TRH the SGrand Dube
and Grand Duchess to yje[yium

g or the second time since 1967, TRH the
Grand Duke and Grand Duchess visited
Belgium. There are close ties between the fam-
ilies because the Grand Duchess is the sister
of King Albert Il.

HIC Queen Faola, HRH y‘osép&be— GCharlotte
and Thrince T&erpe o/urzby the recepltion ceremony

Extracts from speeches:

While our visit could be considered a family
reunion, if should, however, be interpreted
as the solemn affirmation of our determina-
tion to strenglhen the friendship forged dur-
ing this cenlury by our lwo peoples’.

(HRH the Grand Duke)

“Your greal fondness for Delgium 7s

Your greal fe fe lg

bnown and apprecz'a/eJ @ us all you were

yourse&f, your \(/?oya/ ]7?71412635, among the

irst liberators of our capital in 1944 (... ).
L

For near[y 160 years, the nez'yﬁgoul"/y links

belween our countries bhave been (ﬁ“awiny

closer all the time’.

(HM the King of the Belgians)



HII the %by of the \Z)e[yzdns and HRH the SGrand Dube inspect the lroops
(/urlkzy the o//fr'cl'a/ recepltion af the Hlace des Falais

Toments o//)‘z'eno/sﬁz)u and a//éc/zbn are apparen!
z/un'ny lhe z/l'nneryiuen @ the %by and Queen o/‘
the y?e/y[cms in honour of the Srand Ducal Goup/e



Uiisits gy feads
% 0/ Ntate fo
Luxembo urg

/ Detailed list included in the appencﬁx /

PR 3

e . R %arayanazg Tresident o/f India and bis wl]fe sign the yues/ book 0/ the GI/y of ﬁuxemgouzy o/urz'ny
their visit fo ﬁu.xemgoury on 14-16 cSep/emger 1998



14-16 September 1998:
stale vistf @ I . R, %arayanan,
Fresident 0/ Indra.

xtract from the speech by Mr Narayanan,
President of India:
The democratic values we share with
[)\’u,xemé\oury represen! a common altachment
between our two nations. Our re/a/z'onszgz/b zs
gecomzby slronger and’ slronger and deserves,
in view of ifs polential, to be diversified in
order fo take in all sectors 0/‘7oz)e/*’nmen/a/

and non- -governm ental ac/l'uz'/y .

Extract from the speech by HRH the Grand
Duke during the gala dinner at the Salle des
Glaces of the former Echternach Abbey
(15 September 1998):

‘Uhere is no reason fo believe there are fun-
damental differences between Cast and West.
Human beings are all alike and share the
same fundamental values (. .. ).

Doth Luxembourg and India aspire to
peace among /oeop[e.s. ]fauz'lzy endured terri-
ble suffering inflicted by devastating wars,
we decided, in 1951, to become a founder
member of the Curopean Union, whose

prime 0/5/90/1'09 7s peace’.

T TR %arayanan, Lizs wz/'[e and c/auyﬁ/er
next to the Grand Ducal gamz'[y
gefore the ya/a dinner



18-19 April 1996:
state visif fo ﬁuxemgoury @ Their
%a/ésfz'es %'ﬁy Harald and Queen
cSon/'a of %rway

his visit took place 32 years after the

state visit by King Olav V of Norway, and
22 years after a state visit to Norway by Grand
Duchess Charlotte in September 1964. The
links are very close between the two families

because Grand Duchess Joséphine-Charlotte
is the cousin of King Harald V.

Extract from HRH Grand Duke Jean'’s speech:

‘Our two nations are both old and young: old
in the sense that Your historic and cultural
roofs, like ours, date back to the Jliddle
Uges; young in the sense thal our fwo
nations recovered their Ihafepenofence rela-
tively late compared wilh olher nations on
the continent (... ). T would like to take this
opportunily lo pay particular lribute to Your
fellow citizens and Your leaders for the
courageous and imaginalive answers /Aey
tirelessly offer in a spiri! of human solidarily.
Y am thinking in particular of their commil-
ment lo the lasting development of peace and
notably the role played by Norway in the
Jlliddle ((jasfpeaceprocess / . / %rway
is a partner and a friend of Luxembourg and
o/a unz'/eo/C(Juro/oe in the ma[z'ny g



.%efaxzby walk on the Corniche
in the Gz/y o/ﬁuxemgoury

/e %hy FHarald and Queen (Son/'cz o/%rway al the Grand Ducal Falace
ge/[ore the ya/a dinner grven in their honour




The public
image 0/ the
Srand Ducal

Samily in

EUXQ]Z?50U]“?

On 7 Tarch 2000, accompanz'eo/ 5] the Minister 0/ Healtth and Social (Securz'/y, T Carlo Z@)ayne[‘, the ]fereo&'/ary
Srand Ducal Goup[e visit the the ofay cenlre /or the homeless ‘Stémm van der Strooss’



P csides his political role, the Grand Duke
. is active in other areas of public life. He
is assisted by his wife, whose role is much
more than that of a representative. The Grand
Ducal Couple are involved in causes that are
particularly dear to them: the fight against
social injustice and protection of the poor.
Concerned to preserve nature for future gener-
ations, they are also interested in protecting

the environment.

On 22 ya/y 1999, HRIH the ]ferec/z]ary Srand Dute

visits a éoﬁ'o[ay camp of the National youlﬁ Service
mn Oex[r'ny

On 22 yu/y 1999, TRH the ]fereo@]a[y SGrand Dube and Grand Duchess visit the Oesﬁ}zy where /Aey can appreciafe
lhe 7110&@ o/ medicinal and condimental p/an/s grown in lhe ‘7(1’@1b/eryaar/ ? in Winseler



On 12 Upril 2000, HHRH the ]fereofr'/ary Srand
Ducthess visits the Socio-Educational Institute
n Dreiborn, a secom/—oppor/unzly sctrool

yﬂ A@[‘ capac[/y as (M(XS(SGO \900(/11/1{/\7[1750330(/01“, M]f/ﬁe ]fere(ﬁ/ary \gran(/@ucé‘ess UI:S‘IZX %ﬁd[ﬂﬂt/
DBangladests (15-22 April 1995)




Besides their active involvement in the
abovementioned causes, the Grand Ducal
Couple like to manifest their fondness for the
people and their interest in the country’s every-
day life. So they hardly ever miss an opportunity
to attend remembrance day ceremonies, tradi-

tional festivals or exhibitions.

The Grand Duchess complements her hus-
band’s political role perfectly by defending
human values. As such, she is involved in pre-
serving family values and actively supports
women's rights. Her role as UNESCO Goodwill

Ambassador is perfectly in line with this image.
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At the peo/o—psycﬂ[a/n’c ofdy cenlre o/ the Centre ]fospz'/aﬁer, the Jlfere(/i/ary Srand Dube discusses bees with two

young yz’r[s in the /Aerapeu/z'c woréz'ny group / 28 yune 1999 /
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The po&’/z’ca/
s7fualtion of the
SGrand Dube

Constitution o/ 1848

% The constitutional
monarch 2y

py he Grand Duke is the Head of State,
symbol of its unity and guarantor of
national independence. He exercises his
executive power in accordance with the
Constitution and the Laws of the country.
Furthermore, he represents the state in its for-
eign relations and plays an essential part in
exercising legislative power. Justice is adminis-
tered in his name, but he nonetheless has no
means of interfering in the exercise of judicial
power.

¥ The [eya[ sztuation
o/ the Srand Dube

The Grand Duke occupies a special position
in the state in view of his high status. The
Constitution places him beyond Common Law

in certain situations.



His legal situation is characterized by the
representative character of his function, the
constitutionality of his powers, the inviolability
of his person, his freedom from responsibility
and the special provisions concerning his patri-

monial rights and the civil list.

The Grand Duke is one of the organs of sov-
ereign power. He represents the nation in exer-
cising a substantial proportion of the attributes
of sovereignty. He does not have any powers
other than those the Constitution formally allo-
cates to him and the specific Laws enacted

under the Constitution.

The representative character of the Grand
Duke is based on the principle of hereditary
devolution of the Crown set out in the
Constitution. The acceptance of this principle
by the nation is permanent and does not need
to be demonstrated by repeated elections.
This legal situation may be described as a con-
stitutional pact between the head of state and

the nation. The Constitution places the head of

state outside and beyond political parties and

thus guarantees his impartiality.

The inviolability of the Grand Duke means
that he cannot be accused or prosecuted, tried
by any jurisdiction or asked to account for his
actions. This inviolability of the Grand Duke
implies complete freedom from responsibility,
which is universal and absolute from the penal
and the political standpoint. From the penal
standpoint, the Grand Duke cannot be prose-

cuted for crimes, offences or infringements.

The political freedom from responsibility of
the Grand Duke has ministerial responsibility
as a counterpart. Any measure taken by the
Grand Duke in exercising his constitutional
powers must be countersigned by a member of

the Government who takes full responsibility.
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Thhe Srand Dube siyns 50(0&7 Decrees and Treaties

€ The constitutional powers
of the Srand Dube

The Grand Duke's powers are mainly listed
in Articles 33 to 48 of the Constitution relating
to the exercise of the executive power, jus
regalium, attributions of an international order,
and involvement in the exercise of legislative
power. Articles 72 and 74 confer certain means

of action on the Chamber of Deputies.

¥ The stale, its lerrifory and
the Srand Dube

The Crown of the Grand Duchy is hereditary
to the Nassau family in accordance with the
Pact of 30 June 1783, Article 71 of the Treaty
of Vienna of 9 June 1815, and Article 1 of the
Treaty of London of 11 May 1867 (Article 3
of the Constitution).

The person of the Grand Duke is inviolable
(Article 4).

When the Grand Duke accedes to the
throne, he has to take the following oath as
soon as possible in the presence of the
Chamber of Deputies or a deputation nomi-
nated thereby: ‘| swear to observe the
Constitution and the Laws of the Grand Duchy
of Luxembourg, to maintain national inde-
pendence and the integrity of the territory, as

well as public and individual liberties’ (Article 5).

% cSouerez'yn power

Sovereign power lies in the nation and is exer-
cised by the Grand Duke in accordance with the

Constitution and the Laws of the country.

He does not have any powers other than
those allocated to him formally by the
Constitution and specific Laws enacted under
the Constitution, without prejudice to Article 3
of the Constitution (Article 32).



As Head of State, symbol of its unity and
guarantor of national independence, the Grand
Duke exercises his executive power in accor-
dance with the Constitution and the Laws of
the country (Article 33).

The Grand Duke sanctions and promulgates
Laws. He makes his resolve known within
three months of the vote in the Chamber
(Article 34).

He makes appointments to civil and military
posts according to the Law, apart from the

exceptions established by Law.

No other salaried post may be created

under a legislative provision (Article 35).

Moreover, he drafts the regulations and
decrees necessary to enforce the Laws, with-
out ever being able to suspend the Laws them-
selves, or dispense with their enforcement
(Article 36).

The Grand Duke drafts treaties that have no
effect before being approved by the Law and

published in the form required for the publica-
tion of Laws.

Secret treaties are abolished.

He drafts the regulations and decrees nec-
essary to enforce treaties, in the forms that
govern the enforcement of Laws and with the
effects associated with those measures, with-
out prejudice to subject matter which is

reserved to the Law by the Constitution.

No cession, exchange or addition of territory

may take place unless pursuant to a Law.

In addition, the Grand Duke commands the
armed forces; he may declare war and the ces-
sation of hostilities after having been author-
ized to do so by a vote in the Chamber issued
under the conditions of Article 114, paragraph
5 of the Constitution (Article 37).

The Grand Duke has the right to set aside or
reduce sentences imposed by the courts,
except judgments relating to members of the
Government (Article 38).

Thhe Srand Dube commands
the armed. /orces




X

Ordre du Lion "Or de la TMaison de Nassau
gadyes o/ the yranof cross

)

Ordre de IMérite civil ef militaire o ﬂo/oéoﬁe de Nassau,
gaofyes o/ the yram/ cross

He has the right to mint currency pursuant
to the Law (Article 39).

The Grand Duke has the right to bestow
titles of nobility, without being able to associ-

ate these with any privilege (Article 40).

He bestows civil and military orders by obser-

ving the prescriptions of the Law (Article 41).

Furthermore, the Grand Duke may be repre-
sented by a blood-related prince, who will bear
the title of Lieutenant to the Grand Duke and
reside in the Grand Duchy.

This representative will take an oath to
observe the Constitution before exercising

his powers (Article 42).

The civil list is fixed at 300,000 gold francs

per annum.

This sum may be changed by Law at the start
of each reign. The budgetary Law may allot to
the Royal House the amounts necessary to
cover its representation expenses each year
(Article 43).



The Grand Ducal Palace in Luxembourg and
Berg Castle are reserved for the residence of
the Grand Duke (Article 44).

Orders given by the Grand Duke must be
countersigned by the competent member of
the Government (Article 45).

The assent of the Chamber of Deputies is

required for any Law.

The Grand Duke submits proposals or drafts

of Laws to the Chamber for approval.

The Chamber has the right to propose draft
Laws to the Grand Duke (Article 47).

Justice is dispensed in the name of the
Grand Duke by the courts and tribunals.
Decrees and judgments are executed in the
name of the Grand Duke (Article 49).

Hlate ﬁ'om a sef created in 1584 [)fy the Lens earthenware
painfers 0/ acﬁfernacé pl'esen/e(/ fo Queen Emma

o/‘//w Netherlands, SGrand Ductiess o/ Euxem&)ury.
The plate shows a view of \/m)ery Castle



Thre mee/z'ny room

o/ ‘the Chamber o/ @epu/z'es

¥ The Chamber of @epu/z’es

The Chamber of Deputies sits each year in
ordinary session on the date set by the regula-

tions.

The Grand Duke may convene an extraordi-
nary session of the Chamber and must do so if
requested by one-third of the Deputies.

All sessions are opened and closed by the
Grand Duke in person, or in his name by an
authorized representative appointed for this

purpose (Article 72).

The Grand Duke may dissolve the Chamber.
New elections must be held within three

months of dissolution (Article 74).

¥ The Sovernment

The Grand Duke settles the organization of
his Government, which comprises at least

three members (Article 76).

The Grand Duke appoints and dismisses the

members of the Government (Article 77).

There is no intermediate authority between
the members of the Government and the
Grand Duke (Article 79).

Under no circumstances may a verbal or
written order by the Grand Duke release a
member of the Government from his liability
(Article 81).

The Grand Duke may not pardon a convicted
member of the Government except at the
request of the Chamber (Article 83).

¥ gusfz'ce

Justices of the Peace and Judges are
directly appointed by the Grand Duke. Court
Counsellors and the Presidents and Deputy
Presidents of the District Courts are appointed
by the Grand Duke, on the recommendation of
the Supreme Court (Article 90).



% 60122122 unes

The Grand Duke also intervenes at a com-
munal level. Luxembourg currently has 118
communes, which are the only application of

the principle of territorial decentralization.

The Grand Duke appoints all the mayors
designated by the majority of communal coun-
cillors as well as the city commissioners
(Organic Law of 24 February 1843).

The communal council establishes the com-
mune's budget annually and draws up the
accounts. It enacts communal regulations,
except in emergencies. It may levy local taxes
subject to the approval of the Grand Duke
(Article 107).

The Grand Duke has the right to dissolve
the council. New elections will then be held

within a month following dissolution.

Thhe Grand Dube reyu[ar/y receives lhe Trime Wlinister al the SGrand Ducal
Fualace to discuss the national and international, po/}'ﬁca/ sztuation
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Thse gamz@ Tact o/f 1783

Q/f nder the terms of Article 3 of the
Constitution, the Crown of the Grand
Duchy is hereditary to the Nassau family in
accordance with the Pact of 30 June 17883,
Article 71 of the Treaty of Vienna of 9 June

1815, and Article 1 of the Treaty of London
of 11 May 1867.

The Family Pact of 1783 — the first chapter
describes the sovereign possessions of the
House of Nassau, and the second chapter is
devoted to the order of succession. The Crown
is passed down in a direct line by order of male
primogeniture, to the exclusion of female
descendants. In the absence of a male heir in
the direct or collateral line in one of the branch-
es of the House of Nassau, the Crown will
pass by right to the male descendant in the
other branch. If there is no male descendant in
the direct line or collateral line in the two
branches, the Crown is handed down by order
of primogeniture to the female descendant of

the reigning dynasty.



The Final Act of the Vienna Congress of
1815 — this Act gave the Grand Duchy of
Luxembourg the order of succession establi-
shed between the two branches of the House
of Nassau by the Pact of 1783. During the
Congress of Vienna, the Grand Duchy was
ceded to the King of the Netherlands, William I,
Prince of Orange-Nassau, to be possessed in

perpetuity by him and his successors.

The Treaty of London of 1867 - this treaty
redefined the status of Luxembourg following
the crisis that had developed in its regard.
Napoleon lllI's attempt to acquire Luxembourg
failed when Bismarck refused to allow a former
member of the German Confederation to fall
under French domination. The City of
Luxembourg was still occupied by a federal
Prussian garrison, which irritated Napoleon lll.
War was avoided through the initiative of
Austria and Russia to convene an international
conference. Prussia withdrew its garrison from
the fortress of Luxembourg and the Grand

Duchy was declared perpetually neutral. Article 1

of the treaty upholds the links attaching the
Grand Duchy to the House of Orange-Nassau
and confirms the rights that the agnates of the

House of Nassau have over the Grand Duchy.

The Family Statute of 1907 - in 1906,
William IV felt that his health was deteriorating
and that the question of the succession would
soon arise since he had six daughters from his
marriage to Marie-Anne of Braganza. He there-
fore drew up a new Family Statute that the
Chamber of Deputies approved, ensuring his
daughters could succeed to the throne. This
included Article 42 of the Family Pact, but
William IV had a cousin, the Count of
Merenberg, who had his eye on the throne.
Princess Marie-Adélaide was therefore
declared heiress presumptive to the Crown.
This Statute was submitted to the Chamber of
Deputies, which enshrined it in Law on 10 July

1907.
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Accession

/o the
Srand Ducal
Throne

he heir presumptive acquires the Crown
by right when the throne becomes
vacant either by death or abdication of the reig-

ning monarch. Accession to the throne is by
right and does not depend on taking the oath.

While ascending the throne, the Grand
Duke takes the oath in the presence of the
Chamber of Deputies or a deputation appointed

thereby.

Accession to the throne @ HRH Grand Date yean
on 12 November 1964.




‘Y swear to observe the Constitution and the Laws

0/ the Srand @ucﬁy 0/ Buxemgoary, fo maintain

national independence and the inlegrily of the terri-
fory, as well as public and individual lbertzes’.

(Article 5 of the Constitution)
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The
Lreutenan cy

On 3 TMarch 1 996, Crand Dube §/eafz appoin/s Lot son,
the ]’/ereo/i/aly Srand Duke, as brs Lreutenant
\/(?epreselz/a/we

he Grand Duke may be represented by
a blood-related prince who will bear the
title of Lieutenant to the Grand Duke and
reside in the Grand Duchy. This representative
will take an oath to observe the Constitution

before exercising his powers’ (Article 42 of the

Constitution).

The Grand Duke thus delegates his powers,
and this acting capacity can be temporary or
permanent. The powers of the Lieutenant
Representative are limited by this mandate,
and the measures he takes by virtue of his mis-
sion have the same effect as if they were
issued by the Grand Duke himself. However,
the Grand Duke is free to apply any restric-

tions to the mandate he deems necessary.



Historical summary

¥ There bave been /G'Ue Loreutenancires in the ézlsfory of the Srand @ucﬂy;

The first Lieutenancy was that of Prince
Henry of the Netherlands, appointed by his
brother, King and Grand Duke William Ill, on 5
February 1850 (swearing-in on 24 October
1850). It lasted for nearly 30 years, until Prince
Henry's death on 13 January 1879.

The second Lieutenancy was that of Prince
William of Nassau, later Grand Duke William
IV, who was entrusted with the powers of
Lieutenant Representative on 4 April 1902 by
his father, Grand Duke Adolphe, then aged
85 (swearing-in on 14 April 1902). This
Lieutenancy ended on his accession to the
throne on 17 November 1905.

The third Lieutenancy began on 19 March
1908 (swearing-in on 2 April 1908), when
Grand Duke William IV appointed his wife
Grand Duchess Marie-Anne Lieutenant
Representative due to his poor health, and

continued until 13 November 1908, when she

became Regent.
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On 4 f/?zaay 1961, ]fereo&/ary Srand Dube yean
labes the oalh as Lieutenant \Wepresen/a/[ue

The fourth Lieutenancy was that of the
Hereditary Grand Duke Jean, appointed
Lieutenant Representative by Grand Duchess
Charlotte on 28 April 1961 (swearing-in on 4 May
1961). It ended on 12 November 1964 with the
abdication of Grand Duchess Charlotte in his

favour.

The fifth Lieutenancy was that of Prince
Henri, Hereditary Grand Duke, on 3 March
1998 (swearing-in on 4 March 1998). This
lasted until 7 October 2000, following the

abdication of Grand Duke Jean in his favour.

L




Jhe
Weyency

f, on the death of the Grand Duke, the

successor is a minor, the Regency is
exercised in accordance with the Family Pact’
(Article 6 of the Constitution). The surviving

mother of the minor Grand Duke acts as

Regent, in accordance with the Family Pact.

‘If the Grand Duke is unable to reign, the
Regency is to be instituted as in the case
of minority’ (Article 7, paragraph 1 of the
Constitution).

‘Should the throne become vacant, the
Chamber will make temporary arrangements
for a Regency. A new Chamber, to be sum-
moned with double the customary number of
members within 30 days, shall take the final
steps to fill the vacancy’ (Article 7, paragraph
2 of the Constitution).

When taking up his functions, the Regent

takes the following oath:

9 swear /oya//y to the Srand Dutke.
Y swear to observe the Constitution and the
Laws 0//56 Coun/{y .
(Article 8).

The Regent takes office only at the moment
of taking the oath. He has all the prerogatives
of the sovereign, taking his place ad interim.
However, Article 115 of the Constitution stipu-
lates that no change may be made to the

Constitution during the Regency.



Historical summary

The first two were exercised by Duke
Adolphe of Nassau, later Grand Duke
of Luxembourg, at the end of the reign
of William |Ill, from 8 April 1889
(swearing-in on 11 April 1889) to 3 May
1889, and from 4 November 1890
(swearing-in on 6 November 1890) to
23 November 1890 (William Il 1).

Then there were two Regencies by
Grand Duchess Marie-Anne, wife of
Grand Duke William IV. The first started
during the final illness of Grand Duke
William IV, when he designated his wife
as Regent on 13 November 1908
(swearing-in on 19 November 1908)
and lasted until 25 February 1912
(William IV 1). The second Regency
lasted from 25 February to 14 June
1912, during the minority of Grand
Duchess Marie-Adélaide.

Srand Ductiesses Marie-Adélaide,
Tarie-Anne and Adélaide- Marie
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%ﬁlary para%z %11‘1'17 the National ]fo[zbfay

The National Holiday
ince the 18th century, the country has
celebrated the sovereign’s birthday and

this tradition was upheld after 1815. From 1816
onwards, the Luxembourg people have celebra-
ted the birthday of King and Grand Duke
William | on 24 April. In 1840, two birthdays

were celebrated: that of William | and that of his

son William I, who succeeded him. And finally,
under William Ill, the date of the birthday
celebration was established as 17 June, then

19 February from 1860 onwards.

With Grand Duke Adolphe’s accession to
the throne in 1890, the celebration was moved
to 24 July. Under William IV, it took place on
22 April and under Marie-Adélaide, from 1913,
the festivities were held on 14 June. When
Grand Duchess Charlotte ascended the throne
in 1919, the date for the birthday celebrations
became 23 January. In 1947, the date for cele-
brating the Grand Duchess’ birthday was
declared a National Holiday.



On 23 December 1961, a Grand Ducal
Decree fixed the birthday celebration date
to 23 June. The term ‘National Holiday' does
not appear in legal documents. It is described
as ‘Date of the official celebration of the Grand
Duke'’s birthday’.

The festivities begin in the evening of
22 June in the presence of the Grand Ducal
Couple in a commune outside the capital.
Thereafter, the Grand Ducal Family make their
way to Luxembourg City to attend the torchlit
procession organized by associations of the

capital city and a fireworks display.

On 23 June, a military parade proceeds
along Avenue de la Liberté and the Te Deum is
celebrated in Luxembourg Cathedral, in the
presence of the country’s authorities and
the diplomatic representatives of countries

officially recognized by Luxembourg.

I l"-r..'__lr: '
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The traditional, /I'reworér dr's/o/ay on the eve
0/ the National ]foﬁ'c/ay

Thre ]fereo{r'/ary Crand Dube and Grand Ductiess
in the streefs of Esclri-sur-Alzette the Jay
ge/[ore the National ]fo&bfay / 22 yune 2000 /



The coats of arms of
The Grand Duke

y way of the Grand Ducal Decrees dated
23 June 2001 and 23 June 2002, HRH

The Grand Duke established his small, medium

and great coats of arms as follows:

X Small coals 0/ arms

Quarterly, in | and IV the arms of Luxem-
bourg, barry of ten argent and azure, a lion
rampant, queue forchee and saltired gules,
armed, langued and crowned or, in Il and lll the
arms of Nassau, azure semy of billets or, a lion

crowned or, armed and langued gules.

The shield is surmounted by a royal crown.

¥ TMedium coals of arms

The small coats of arms increased by sup-
ports, a dexter lion crowned, regardant, queue
forchee and saltired or, armed and langued
gules and a sinister lion crowned or, armed and

langued gules.

% SCreal coats 0/ arms

Quarterly, in | and IV the arms of Luxem-
bourg, barry of ten argent and azure, a lion
rampant, queue forchee and saltired gules,
armed, langued and crowned or, in Il and lll the
arms of Nassau, azure semy of billets or, a lion
crowned or, armed and langued gules. On an
escutcheon of pretence the arms of Bourbon
of Parma, azure three (two, one) fleurs-de-lis
or within a bordure gules charged with eight

shells argent.

The shield is surmounted by a royal crown
and encircled by the ribbon and the cross of
the Oak Crown Order.

The supporters are a dexter lion crowned,
regardant, queue forchee and saltired or,
armed and langued gules and a sinister lion
crowned or, armed and langued gules, both
lions holding the Luxembourg flag fimbriated

or.

All is surrounded by a purpure mantle dou-
bled with ermine, bordered, fimbriated and tied
or and surmounted by a royal crown, the flags

are surpassing the mantle.



Thhe small coals of arms
0/ the Srand Dule

The Grand Dube’s

medium coals o/ arms

The Grand Dube’s

yrea/ coafs 0/ arms



Thre ofay o/f the accession to the /Arone,
ofun'ny TRH the Grand Dube’s and Grand

Duchess’ appearance on the 5a/cony,
the mzﬁ]ary band, p[dys the Wilhelmus

The anthem of the

Grand Ducal House

. he origin of the anthem of the Grand

Ducal House dates back a very long
time. Experts point to a common origin with the
Dutch ‘Wilhelmus’, the national anthem of the
Netherlands. There is a clue leading directly
from the ‘Wijse van Condé’ to the Dutch
‘Wilhelmus’, but this is not true in the case of
the Luxembourg ‘Wilhelmus’, which is referred
to as ‘het nieuwe’ or ‘het moderne Wilhelmus’
by Dutch musicologists. While composing the
theme for his variations for keyboard (KV 25),
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart used the
Luxembourg ‘Wilhelmus' and not the Dutch
melody ‘Willem van Nassau'. The theme of
these variations was suggested to him by
Princess Caroline of Nassau-Weilburg.
Therefore, we have reasons to believe that for
a very long time, a ‘Wilhelmus’ very different
from the Dutch version was in use in the
Nassau-Weilburg family. This ‘Wilhelmus’ is
inspired by a trumpet call or a cavalry fanfare of
which we have no written trace earlier than the
16th century. The melody is found in the ‘oude

Geuzenlied' printed in 1581.

This melody was used by Philippe
Manternach in 1883 for his march ‘Vive le Roil
Vive la Reine!” composed on the occasion of
the visit by William Ill and Queen Emma to
Luxembourg. A few years later, Duke Adolphe
was welcomed with the ‘Wilhelmus' apos-
trophised as the national anthem along with the

song ‘Ons Hémecht' (Our Homeland).

In 1915, to commemorate the centenary of
the Congress of Vienna, the first Luxembourg
text of the "Wilhelmus’ was published by Willy
Goergen. This text was reworked in 1939 but
did not become established. In 1919, on the
occasion of the marriage of Grand Duchess
Charlotte to Prince Félix, Nikolaus Welter found
the inspiration to ‘create an anthem for the
House of Luxembourg-Nassau-Bourbon'. At the
Te Deum of 23 January 1920, it was performed
for the first time by the cathedral choir.

The melody was harmonized for a choir with
four equal voices by Jean-Pierre Beicht, organ-
ist at Luxembourg Cathedral. Subsequently,
Welter dropped the first verse, which was
marked too strongly by events of the time, leav-

ing us with the following text today:



I

Lwé Ninnekskanner, de’ lrei secl fe’/,
ko’men ausendner werf an Je%

Zwé Ninnebskanner, de’ trei sech ﬁ—z%
lrunn ocks stell gebiel datt Fridde gef:

Haut weisen si der ganzer Welf

en enyem ge/of

of’go/o/ﬁ'&'e mal dem ro’de Nro’nele’w;
Haut dron s ’a/'olzyem Sléch Hand an Hand
J ’j{o/xrzoné vun dem Be/zeguryer Land.

Il

D Wilthelmuswers voll Iutt, j&*éﬂ a Sclwonk
f[e %/ durch o DBlutt ons we’ e Fererdronk:

S Wilhelmuswers voll Tutt, %‘aAf/ a Schwonk
mécht &l Hierzer an &l Deite /bné

An op de Fielzen un der Our

de wer

en \7111‘

Al'e/} bimmelhe'ch eng sche’n Erénneronk.
Haut dre’t e stolzt Sesclilectt Hand an Hand
Nuem a ﬁef/ oum Be/zeguryer Land.

E neit Lidd op eng al Weis Nik. Welter

Bl WiILHEEMIS
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lere - L:rr_ v liia s i

I

Tir biun a schwe’rer Leit Jrer bekannt,

/’yonyﬁ'r o Freiliét an e/yony/z'r d’Land;

mir hunn a schwe’rer Deit Jrer bebannt,

S Eer agesal zum éjnnerpanJ

A wann eng ner 93//61‘ en drél,

mir si berél,

mir halen nés mal Hierz a Wélle stand:

Da stéf rem fro’ a stolz Hand an HHand

Sro’ff a ]ffeny am ﬁe/zeguryer Land. *

v

So’ werden s’émmerzo’ éneg gén,

Fiirst a Uollet Fréd we’ £Léd mat dron,
So’ werden s’émmerzo’ éneg gon,

Sanz hir Tfﬁbﬁfye ‘nt secl an o’ Hémeclit dén;
E starke Stém an éler Erd,

an duebel wert

mal ﬂe[er Hro’n voll cSa// a Sonn ze stén.
O Herrgott, 16! du trei FHand an Tland
o’ Hanner vun dem Be/zeguryer Land!
Aus all gefére Vers y[é'cf/ecﬁ durch
DBlutt a Gésclit vum ﬁ'eie ﬁe/zegury /
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The
3 Srand Ducal

TG[GCQ

Thre yranJ staircase at the SGrand Ducal Falace

gy O more than a century, the Grand Ducal
Palace has been the official residence of
the Grand Duke and the place where he carries
out his functions. Located in the heart of the
City of Luxembourg, the Palace embodies the

closeness between the Grand Ducal Family

and their subjects.

Neoclassical vase in the sﬂape

of a two-tandled ampéora and
o/ St Fetersh urg porcefalh



A panoramic view of the rue du Tarché-aux- Herbes where the Srand Ducal Falace and Chamber of @epu/fe& are situated side @ side



Thre ballroom

From City Hall
to Government building

On 11 June 1554, a substantial part of the

city was destroyed by a fire caused when light-

ning struck the Church of the Franciscans and
ignited gunpowder stored in the basement.
City architect Adam Roberti did not start
reconstruction work on the City Hall until 1572.

The work was completed in 1573.

In 1683 and 1684, the City Hall once again
sustained serious damage during the siege of
Luxembourg by Vauban, because the cellars
were being used by the population as shelters
during the bombardment. In 1728, the town

could once again invest in repairs.

In 1741, the City Hall was extended by
adding a building known as ‘La Balance’.

When the French administration moved into
the city in 1795, the City Hall became the

Prefecture of the ‘Département des Foréts’.



From 1817, the King's Governor resided and
worked in the City Hall, then known as the
‘Hotel de Gouvernement’. It was extended
between 1825 and 1856, thanks to the acqui-
sition by the Government of several houses
situated around the Government building. The
construction of the Chamber of Deputies in
1858 enabled the Deputies to leave their

cramped accommodation.

In 1883, the state rooms were renovated for
the visit of King and Grand Duke William Ill of
the Netherlands and his wife.

Corridor decorated with piclures of former Frinces and Frincesses, ancestors of the Nassau famz@




Fart o/ the banister
/1}1 bronze and wrouyﬁ/ ron /

o/ the yrano/ staircase

iE l..

Fartial view of the Salon yaune, with a picture
cyf HRH Grand Ductiess MMarie- Adélaide

The Grand Duke’s residence

rom 1890, the former City Hall became
" the exclusive residence of Grand Duke

Adolphe. The Palace underwent major renova-

tion work and an additional wing was built in
the courtyard, under the supervision of Belgian
architect Bordiau and the state architect
Charles Arendt. The Grand Duke bore most of
the costs and installed furniture.

The Grand Ducal Palace was occupied by
the Nazis during the Second World War and
converted into a concert hall and tavern
(Schlossschenke). The furniture, jewellery and
works of art were looted. Flags bearing swas-
tikas were displayed on the facade.

It was not until 14 April 1945 that the peo-
ple of Luxembourg could once again cheer the

Grand Duchess on the balcony of the Palace.

Between 1991 and 1996, major renovation

work restored the Palace to its former glory.



The J1h1'12y room decorated with woollen and silt
lapestries represen/tby the Telemactus Adventures
and woven in lhe (J?eyc/ams ﬁqynz'ers woréséops

in Drussels
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Vs erg Oastle

he first record of a Lord of Bergthe)
dates from 1311. Berg Castle changed
hands frequently until the King and Grand Duke

William Il purchased the estate from Baron
Claude du Pasquier in 1845.

During the reign of William lll, the castle
underwent many alterations in the neo-Gothic
style. Then, in 1891, Grand Duke Adolphe pur-
chased the King's private estates. The same
year, Hereditary Grand Duke William IV made
Berg Castle his home, where six daughters
were born of his marriage with the Infanta

Marie-Anne of Braganza.

On his accession to the throne, William IV
had the old castle demolished and replaced
with a building better suited to the needs of the
day. The plans were drawn up by Munich archi-
tect Max Ostenrieder and executed by the
Luxembourg architect Pierre Funck-Eydt. Work
started in 1907 and was completed in 1911.



Grand Duchesses Marie-Adélaide and
Charlotte resided there during their successive

reigns.

The Luxembourg state acquired the castle in
1934 and placed it at the disposal of the Grand
Ducal Family.

During the Second World War, the Nazis
established an elite school for young girls in
the castle. The alterations they imposed
caused a great deal of damage and, like the
Grand Ducal Palace, the furniture and many

works of art were plundered.

From 1948, the amendment of the
Constitution made Berg Castle the home of
the Grand Duke. During the restoration work
undertaken after the war, the Grand Duchess
and her family moved to Fischbach Castle until
1964.

Aerial view of %ﬂery Castle



¥

Fischbach
Oastle

Aerial view o/ “Fischbact Castle

he Fischbach estate is one of the oldest
in Luxembourg and appears to date
back to the time when the property belonged

to Echternach Abbey. The first known Lord,
Udo of Fischbach, is recorded in 1050.

Like Berg Castle, it had many owners and
underwent many alterations, particularly after
being set on fire by the Poles in the army of

Duke Frangois of Lorraine in 1635.

In 1850, King William Il acquired the estate
and ordered the demolition of the majority of
the industrial installations that had been
added when the previous owner, industrialist
Auguste Garnier, had granted ownership to the

company S.A. Belge des Hauts Fourneaux.

In 1891, Grand Duke Adolphe became the

owner.



The [I&'ary in Fischibacti Castle

During the Second World War, the Nazis
converted the castle into a rest home for
artists and called it ‘Kinstlerheim Fischbach'.
The majority of the furniture and works of art

were looted.

Fischbach Castle remained Grand Duchess

Charlotte’s favourite residence from 1945 until Wall in the park of Fosclibacts Castle
the end of her days.

In 1987, Prince Henri and his wife made the

castle their home.
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