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What You’ll See

OWYHEE UPLANDS
NATIONAL BACK

COUNTRY BYWAY

How To Get There

About the Road

For More Information

The Owyhee Uplands National Back Country Byway offers high desert
scenery at its finest. From expanses of sagebrush and grasslands to
sheer, red-walled river canyons, the Byway provides an opportunity to
visit a vast, little-known, and unchanged corner of the American West.

Beginning from Jordan Valley, the Byway passes through lush irrigated
hay meadows that follow the winding course of Jordan Creek. It soon
climbs through rolling desert uplands with views of Nevada’s Santa
Rosa Mountains on the southern horizon. The road reaches the rimrock
of the North Fork Owyhee River Canyon and then descends into the
river gorge. Tall rock pinnacles rise from the river’s shoreline. A quiet
BLM campground is nestled in the canyon at the North Fork Crossing.

Moving eastward, gnarled juniper woodlands dominate the landscape.
Some of these trees are over 500 years old. The grass and sagebrush
openings are home to a variety of springtime wildflowers.  As the
Byway climbs higher into the Owyhee Mountains the juniper are
gradually replaced by stands of mountain mahogany interspersed with
grassy swales.

The Byway then descends northward through the steep-sloped Poison
Creek drainage, where willows, aspen, and poplars line the watercourse.
A shady BLM picnic area and restroom are located at Poison Creek
Spring. Finally, the road passes through a very dry, salt-desert shrub
landscape before reaching Grand View.

You’ll see many uses of the land. Grazing management areas, riparian
areas, fish and wildlife habitat, areas recommended for wilderness, or
considered for wild and scenic river status. It’s a diverse region; stark in
places, possessing dramatic beauty in others.

The Byway is located in Owyhee County, Idaho, and Malheur County,
Oregon. It can be reached from the west through Jordan Valley, Oregon
and from the east via State Highway 78 near Grand View, Idaho. The
Byway is 103 miles long. A roundtrip from Boise is approximately 250
miles and takes a full day. The Byway makes for a great overnight
camping trip if you have the time.

The road averages 1.5 lanes with frequent opportunities for safe passing
at speeds of up to 35 miles per hour. It has a graveled surface. Snow
usually blocks passage between late October and early May. Grades of
up to 12 percent are encountered for short stretches, but the Byway can
be easily traveled in the summer by passenger vehicles.  No services
occur along the Byway, so be sure to take food and water, check your
vehicle, and gas-up before you begin.

For information contact BLM’s Lower Snake River District: 3948
Development Avenue, Boise, Idaho 83705.  (208) 384-3300.
(www.id.blm.gov)


