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Foreword
Religious freedom,discrimination and intolerance
a non-issue inWesten European democacies?

Willy Fautré

“Why a report on rligious freedom,
discimination and intoleance in Belgim,’
mary people will think?T here has alays
been total eligious freedom in our couryr
Nobody is disciminated ajainst on the basis
of ones faith or belief Ther is eligious
peace and intaeligious dialgue Wha a
stupid idea to putsh sud a eport! Only the
Americans pi&k a quarel with Westen
European demoarcies,including Belgum,
in this feld and unduy} teath them lessons. ”
We think nothing is less seirnot ony in
Belgium but also in other EU stes vher
the same langge would pobaly be held
Hence thisifst report of an upcoming sers

of other assessments of the same issue in EU

member steges which will be pepared and
written by Eumpeans ér Euiopeans and
from a Euopean pespectie.

Belgium has signed andtified a umber of
intemational instuments guanteeing
freedom of eligion and belief bt a umber
of questions need to baised and deted in
civil society and aithe Rudiament.

The example of Belgim

To wha extent ae thee equal oppdunities
for the \arious eligions and belief systems
existing in Belgum and or their membes ?

Does the spedd system of elaionships
between stege and eligions/ belief systems
guarntee their equality?

Is the stte financing of eligions and belief
systems equitde ?

Is the system ofeligious and ethicslasses
adapted to eligious diersity ?

Is thee freedom of wership and eligious
assemly for everybody?

Doesnt the stée really interfere in intenal
maters of rligious bodies?

Is Islam teaed in the same &y as ag other
religion or belief system?

Why was Islamophobia fuelled ybthe
Belgian Rermanent Committee of the
Contol of Intelligence Sarices in its léest
repornt?

Why sud a silence aund the ne form of
anti-Semitism pgretated in stiools and in
the pullic space  Muslim extremists of
Arab descent ?

Is the stée’'s anti-sect poliz compaible
with the wule of lav and necessgrin a
democetic democagy?

Why a stae-sponsaed Information and
Advice Cente on Hamful Sectalan
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Movements (Sect Obse&tory) which wams
against acts and pctices in a umber ne/
religious,  spirtual, esoteic and
philosophical muwements ht not in
histoiical religions?

How to explain sud a human andrfancial
investment in the so-called sect issugilst
in the last ive yeals an iwestigtion
procedue has onf been openedgainst one
religious minoity and the leader of two
religious goups?

Why hasnt the Sect Obseatory denounced
ary act of eligious intoleance and
disciimination committed k§ pulic
authoities ?

Why were denomintional sdools like
Steiner and éntecostal dwols (ceaed by a
minority religion and a belief system)
hammssed B several ministies and stz
agencies?

Why dont foreign missiondes of seeral
religious minoities hare access to the
Belgian teritory?

Why is an anti-teorist unit involved in
“sect issues™?

This report raises these issues anaposes
a set of ecommenda@ons for a rumber of
them.

(*) Terminolagy used b the Rirliamentay Assemly

of the Council of Ewpe to desigrnte what a rumber
of padiamentay commissionsstae agencies and
pubic authoiities identify as sects/ cults.
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BELGIUM

Signaure and
Ratification of Some
Basic International
Instruments

Ratification

m Chater of the United Nions
(June 25,1945)

m European Cowention on Human
Rights (dine 14,1955)

m Intemational Corenant on Giil
and Plitical Rights (Mg 15,1981)

m European UnioTreay of
Amstedam (February 19,1999)

Signaure

m The Rnal Act of the Conérence
on Secuity and Coopetion in
Europe (August 1,1975)

m Dedaration on the Eliminton of
All Forms of Intoleance and of
Disciimination Based on Relign or
Belief (November 251981)

m 1989 Contuding Document of
theVienna Meeting of the OSCE
(Jaruary 15,1989)

Profile

Kingdom of Belgum

Populaion: About 10.3 million

Total aea:30,520 km2

Head of Stte: Albert Il

Head of Geemment:Guy Verhofstadt (1999-2003)

Official Languaes:Dutch, French, Geman

Religious Demayraphy*

Recanised Religpns

Roman Cabholicism:

75% (nominal membship - durch-goers:

about 15%)

Protestantism: about 100,000
Judaism: about 40,000

Anglicanism: about 6,000

Islam: 250,000 - 350,000 (90% Sunni)
Orthodoxy: about 40,000

Recanised Philosophical Meement

Secular humanism (19943bout 18%
Non-Recgnised Religpns

Jehovah’s Witnesses:about 25,000
baptised (50,000 lurch-goers)

Independent Potestant congegations:
about 10,000

Adventists: about 1,600

Church of Scientolay: claiming @out
1,000 membey

Mor mons: about 3,000-4,000
Buddhism: about 10,000
Hindus: 4,000-5,000

Sikhs: 2,000-3,000

Hare Krishna: 1,500

Jains: 1,000-1,500

Smaller, unrecanised goups,numbering
some hundeds of membes: Baha'is,
SahajaYoga, Sukyd Mahikai and the
Raélian mgement.

Groups with less than 150 beliers: The
Family, Soka Gakkai,Unification Chuch,

Nouwelle Acropole Fratemité Blanhe
Universelle Human and Unierse Enegy,

Igreja Universal do Reino de Deu§hurch

of Chist of Brussels, Ogyen Kunzang
Chéling (OKC), Institut Gnostique
d’Anthropolagie, Antoinism.

Are you looking for a publisher?

You wish to publish a dossier or a thesis concerning human
rights on a particular topic or country and you are looking for
a publisher. Please submit your manuscript to

Human Rights Without Frontiers Int.
Avenue Winston Churchill 11/33, B-1180 Brussels.
Phone: 32 2 3456145 - Fax: 32 2 3437491




Relationships Stae-Religons: Two-Tiered System

The Beldan system of elaionships
between the st® and its eligions is
historically rooted in the pgnciple of
recagnition and non<ecaynition  of
religions.

A religious goup seeking dicial
recaynition gplies to the Ministy of
Justice which then conducts a thaugh
review before recommending @proval or
rejection. fhal gpproval of recgnised sthus
is the sole esponsibility of the &liament;
however, the Radiament gneally accets
the decision of the Miniggr of Justice A
group whose aplicaion is refused § the
Ministry of Justice mg appeal the decision
to the Council of Sta.

Although thee ae no deages or lavs listing
official recaynition ciiteria, the Gawemment
applies the éllowing five ciiteria in deciding
whether or not to mnt ecanition to a
religious goup: the eligion must hae a
structure, have a suficient rumber of
membes, have eisted in the counyrfor a
long peiod of time offer a social &lue to
the pullic, abide ly the lavs of the stge and
respect pulic order.

The tems “sufficient} “a long perod of
time” or “social value” have never been
defined aywhere.

Caholicism (since 1802 underénd rule),
Protestantism (since 1802) andidaism
(since 1808) hae enjyed de &cto the stiais
of stae recaynition. Anglicanism was
recaynised in 1835,Islam in 1974 and
Orthodoxy in 1985.

In spiitual families wher plualism
prevails, the Belgan stdae has arbitrily
recagnised one or te denomingons,
denied ecanition to othes and in some
cases,forced them to bild up a common
administetive plaform.

In the Potestant &mily, the stée has
consistentl denied a ggarte registration to
the Fedemal Synod of Rstestant and
Evangelical Chuches(Synode Fédat des
Eglises Potestantes et Engéliques
SFEPE), which represents half of the
Belgian Potestant popution. The stée has
left them no other lwice than to ngotiate
an greement with the histmal Piotestant
denomin&ion United Potestant Chuwh of
Belgum (Eglise Potestante Unie de

Belgque/ EPUB) which, apat from
Anglicanism, was its oficial intedocutor.
Since aruay 1, 2003 the tw wings of
Belgian Potestantism hae hiilt up a
common epresentdive bod/ called
Administative Council of the Eangelical
Protestant Religpn (Conseil administtive
du culte potestant éangélique/ CEPE).

In the lage Othodox family, the Geek and
Russian Gthodox Churches ae the oficial
interdocutors acceted ly the stée.

In the Muslim commnity, the elections
organised l the stée in 1998 led to the
credion of the Excutive of the Muslims of
Belgium in which the \arious counties of
origin were represented in a balanceday
However, the stée “screening”of the elected
representtives and the limited mgin of
freedom and action left to the &outve
have been poisoning theelgtions betveen
the stée and the Muslim comumity in the
last few years.

Secular humanism («la laicitéshe symbol
of which is the toch, is recanised though
the Central Secular Council (Conseil
Central Laiqus.

Constitutional Background

Belgium issued its ifst constitution on
Februaly 7, 1831 shotly after @ining
independence

This constitution s a model and a sa@ar
of inspiration for other sties in Euope in
the nineteenth centyr Spain, Greece the

Nethetands, Luxemboug, Romania... It
guaranteed basic éedoms—feedom of the
press, educdion, associdon and eligion.

During the past centyrand a halfit was
regulaly adagted to hamonise with the
evolution of society

The last fundamentakvision took place in
1994, making Belgum a fderl stae with
three commnities:the Fend, Flemish and
Geman-speaking comuanmities; thee
regions: the Wallonian, Flemish and
Brussels egions; and éur linguistic egions:
the Fend-speaking Flemish-speaking
Geman-speaking egions as well as the
bilingual region of Brussels. The nev
constitution comgses 198 dicles and
transitoy  provisions. The  curent
constitution,which can be called the second
constitution of Bel@ym, was signed and
released ¥ King Albert 1l on Februaly 17,
1994.Very few atticles deal with eligious
freedom, directly or indirectly. These a&
concentated underTitle 1l «About the
Belgians and theirights».

Article 11: Enjoyment of the ights and
freedoms ecaynised br Belgans should be

ensued without disdmination. To this end
laws and deaes guaantee nothdly the
rights and feedoms of ideolgical and
philosophical mindties.

Article 19: Freedom of wrship, pulbic
practice of the lder, as well as feedom to
demonstate one$ opinions on all ntters,
are guaanteed except for the epression of
offences committed ken using this
freedom.

Article 20: No one can be diged to
contiibute in aly way whasoever to the acts
and ceemonies of agligion or to obsere
the eligious das of rest.

Article 21:The St&e does not he the ight
to intevene either in the nomitian or in
the installéion of ministes of aty religion
whasoever, nor to forbid them fom
comesponding with their supers, from
pubishing their acts,except, in the later
case taking into considetion nomal
responsibilities in mizers of pess and
puHication. A civil wedding nust alays
precede optial benedictionexcept in cases
estdlished ly law, should this be necesgar

Article 24 § 1: Educdion is free; awy
preventdive measwr is forbidden; the
repression of dences is ol govemed ly
law or decee

The comnunity offers free doice to paents.
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The comnunity organises neuéd educéion.
Neutrlity implies notaly the espect of the
philosophical, ideological or religious
conceptions of paents and pupils.

The sthools oganised l the pullic
authoities ofer, until the end of oligatory
schooling, the doice betveen the tedding
of one of the ecaynised eligions and non-
denomindonal moal teading.

§ 3: Everyone has thaght to eduction with
the espect of the fundamentaights and
freedomsAccess to edudmn is free until
the end of oligatory schooling

All pupils under compulsgrscooling hae
the iight to moal or rligious educton &
the comnunity’s expense

§ 4: All pupils or studentsparents,teating
staf and institutions a equal bedre the lav
or decee The lav and decze tale into
account objectie differences,notably the
characteistics of eah omanising authaty,
that justify gopropiiate treament.

Article 181: § 1. The Staée awards
remunemtion and pensions toeligious
ministers; those amountsequired ae
included in the bdget on an anmal basis.

8§ 2 The Stée avards Eenunertion and
pensions toepresenttives of oganisdions
recanised ly the lav as poviding mol
assistance accding to a non-



denominé&ional philosophical congd; those
amounts equired ae induded in the bdget
on an annal basis.

Given the unique ltaracter of these
provisions, some commentgr and
clarification ae required

Article 11, which provides br the fghts of
«ideolgical and philosophical miniies>»,
can be intgureted as a sejuad of the
rights of eligious minoities.

Article 19 does not »licitly guaantee
«religious freedom» or «®edom of
religion» in the boad sense of those
expressions bt «freedom of eligious
practices» or «fFredom of wrship» (iberté
des cultes This gproad reflects the &ct
that in 1830 the ConstitutionaAssemiby
was moe inteested in potecting the
extemal maniestaions of eligious life than
in the contents of cein faiths or belief
systems and their sawgs of inspiation.
Because the Belgn juiidical system has
expressed no common opiniorbaut the
concet of «culte», a dealy estdlished
definition of its meaningtherefore, does not
exist. Constitutionalists cuently agree
hovever, on a wide intgoretaion of the
word «culte», which is supposed to
compise all eligious and philosophical
beliefs. This freedom intudes the ight to
have a belief and tolange it. This defnition
is citical because a aculte» can enjg

Religious Heedom

Individual Right to Freedom
of Religion and Belief

Individuals hae the mht to freedom of
religion and belief if thg respect pulic

order They hare the ight to hare or not to
have a eligion or belief of their hoicg to

chang religion or belief to be membey of
religious or noneligious comnunities of
their choice to keep private their eligious or
noneligious afiliation, to talke pat or not to
take pat in worship sevices.

In 2002; haevever, a case of corersion to
Judaism irolving a seenteen-gar old by
was talen to cour by the motherAt the
beginning, she was not opposed to the
corversion, letting him dide by the ules of
his nev religion. When the puth askd for
circumcision, the mbbi aslked for his
mothers areement and sent her arh to
be signed In the meantime she wvas
approadied ty some people o told her the
Belgian Padiamentay Commission on Cults
had listed the Smars as a hanful cult.
Consequemnyl she efused to sign theofm
and her elaions with her son warsened
dramdically. Through her #orney, she
appealed to the plib prosecutorin Jarualy
2002, two policevomen in plain othes

exemption fom taes on land and ppety.

The «pression «ligious frredom» is neer
used in the Belign Constitution. The
wording thd is used ecurently to express
this idea iliberté de(s) culte(s) which is
a souce of misundestanding «Culte» has
nothing to do with the Englishawd «cult»,
a synogm of «sect». It cannot beamsldaed
into English,and accading to the conts,
several goproximate formulations nmust be
used sud as «eligious practices»,
«worship» or «eligion».

The second parof Article 19 someha
limits the pultic practice of the feedom of
worship and the ledom of gpression on
all maters inasnuch as theseights ae no
longer guaanteed wmen ofences a&
committed These estictions ae
detemined ty genemnl penal lavs and ly
two specifc atticles of the Bnal Code
concening the conduct of aligious
ministes in the pactice of their pastat
duties.Article 267 povides br a fne if a
religious minister pedrms a eligious
marriage (callednuptial benedictionin the
Constitution and in thedhal Code) befre a
civil wedding and ér an impisonment of
eight dg's to thee months in thevent of the
repetition of the dfence Article 268
provides th& «An impisonment of eight
days to thee months and aink will be
imposed on eligious ministes who, in the
practice of their pastat duties, have

were assigned Yo the pullic prosecutor to
wam him @out the Semars and to covince

him tha he should stopteending the éwish

school inAntwermp.

On 26 February 2002,the divenile Cout of
Brussels heak the yuth and his mother in
first instanceThe mothers dtorney claimed
a confnement measer The posecution
requestedon the basis of &icle 50 of the 8
April 1965 Lav onYouth Potection,tha an
investigation procedue be staed and tha
the yung man posslp be put in
confnement.The Cout ruled povisionally
tha the yuth was to be“put under
suveillance ly a competent social sace”.
However, the mother judgd tha the
measue was not suffcient and vanted him
to be conihed so thaall his links with the
Samairs could be cut 6f

On 8 Marh 2002,the mother lodgd an
appeal,as did the puiz prosecutor During
the litigation tha took place on 18pril, the
judge and the pulz prosecutor digaproved
of the young maré behaior and wamed
him against the“dangerous cult”. On 22
April, the Cout of Appeal of Bussels stad
tha the youth’s faith was“unwavering” but
he was“immature” and“intolerant” and he
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directly atadked the gvemment,a law, a
royal decee or ag other act fom the pubic
authoities though spedres held befre
pubic assembes».

Article 24, which deals with slgool
educdion, consists of ive paegraphs. This
is not suprising for those wo knav how
sensitve this issue has wbys been
throughout the entir histoy of the county.
The Beldgan stée subsidises a nebrk of
Caholic sthools vhich has alvays been
more etensie than the netark of pubic
schools. C¢holic religious eduction dasses
are conducted in the @wlic shools.There
are also someeawish and some Btestant
religious dasses wich ake induded in their
curriculum. In pultic schools tha are under
the authoity of one of the thee
comnunities (Fend-speaking Flemish-
speaking and Garan-speaking) or the
authoity of the povinces and
municipalities, a free doice of eligious
classes is déred to the pupils insaf as it is
relaed to a ecaynised eligion.

Article 181 maks the st ligble for the
wages and etirement pensions of théeegy
of the six eligious denomintions («cultes»)
recanised ly the stée and ér those of the
moral secular adsers gpointed ly a non-
religious philosophical mement Conseil
Central Laique or Secular Cenal Council).

was unale to “consider his &ith with some
distance”. It vled tha he had to &end the
school chosen k his mother and to come
home sery day and thathe“surveillance ly
a competent social sece” would contirue
The esult of the codls decision s tha
the young man &s not penitted to @ to
the &wish boading shool in Antwerp. A
stae eductional assistance sdce was
appointed to help himesume“a nomal
lif e” with his mothet.

Freedom ofWorship and
Religious Assemby

Freedom of wrship and eligious assenlly
is respected Y the stée hut a eligious
marriage ma not be celbrated bebre a
civil mariage (Article 21 of the
Constitution).The Renal Code pvides br
penalties to be ititted to the terics who
would not dide ty the law.

Since the pulication of the Belgan report
of the paliamentay commission on sects
(April 28, 1997), a rumber of minoity
religions sut as the Adventists, the
Evangelicals, the Rentecostals,Jehovah’s
Witnesses,SahajaYoga, Spirtual Human
Yoga, the Raelians, the Chuch of



Scientolgy hae been complaining baut
difficulties in enting pemises @r religious
meetings because pidb authoities and
private agencies consider thefinarmful or
dangerous sects”.

Freedom of Religpus Expression

The distibution of pinted maernal,
whatever its content @ligious,
philosophical, political, cultural,
commecial) is forbidden ly municipal
decees in cdrin pats of Bussels and of
other tavns: in the vicinity of shools,
(Chiistian) dwurches (it stangely enough
not syngogues,mosques or gnother non-
Chiristian places of wrship), military
baradks, etc Other egulaions povide tha
ary distibution of pinted maeral, even
free of hiage and on a small scalaay only
be caried out with the witten gproval of
the mgor and after the panent of a small
fee

Freedom of Clegy

The indpendence of thelergy in the

framevork of their pastoal duties is
respected Y the stée. However, before the

bill on &ortion was adopted b the

pafliament, Belgian Archbishop Danneels
reminded Ctholics tha abortion was not
compdible with the Chueh’s teabings. His

pubicly voiced stance as peceved as a
criticism of the lav and moally condemned
by socialist and libeal paties as an intrsion

into the political deate. In the 1960s and
1970s,a rumber of piests ivolved in social
struggles prétres-ouviers),criticised some
govemmental policies fsim their pulpits.
They were citicised ty their hiearchy and

by the consertive paties ut they were

never sued

State Non-Interference in
Inter nal Matters of Religous
Bodies

This right is enshined in the Constitution
(Article 21) and gnenlly respected A
number of complaints & hovever been
voiced in this egard.

Islam

On December 13,1998elgian Muslims
were irvited to elect a constituent assdynb
(68 elected and co-opted memt)erfrom
which would emege a 16-member
Executie, the oficial intedocutor with the
Belgian stae. These elections eve held &
the Beldan stde’s request and co-ganised
by a stae-funded oganisdion, the Cente
for Equal Oppotunities and the Muslim
representéive bog of the time

A royal decee was pulished on the Ma

25,1999 vhich recanised the Egcutive as
«the intelocutor with the authdties, both

on a Edeaml level to deal with the
administetive mangement of eligions

(nomindions of imams and heplains,
mangement of local commmities) as el

as a the level of the £dested entities,
notebly with regard to educton

(programmesjnspections andpgpointing of
religious teabers)».

This seemingl attractve shop font
unfortunaely hides a less thamsy intefor.
From the outset of the pcessthe Belgan
stade has intedred in the demoetic
elections thait set up with the intention of
monitoing an BExecutve which would
represent Muslim diersity, but also be
«acc@table», i.e. docile Therefore, the
Minister of Justice ejected maoe than half of
the elected Bxcutve membes after a seet
and irevocable «sceening» pocess i stae
secuity.

Once in place the Eecutve began to
function under the cordt of its assemily,
but the Belgan stae, suspecting some of the
elected assentp membes to be Islamic
fundamentalistsieaed losing contsl of the
Executve to their adantage. When the
Executve was led to eplace the positions
tha had become acant, it supemey
designéed the n& membes tagether with
its assemly. Ther was an immedie
reaction fom the St to this nw
Executve: it was out of the question tha
replacements tak their positions befe
being «sceened» and without the #ta
agreement ér eatr of the n&v membes.
Hence the Eescutve was beset Y new
tensions beteen the constituent asseyb
and the st®, and thee is geneal resentment
because of the dm interkerence The
Executive hesitées betveen two atitudes:
either obg or enter into a head-on collision
with the stée.

Philippe Moueaux and Marem Kacartwo

sendors camed ly the gvemment to
report on the functioning of the Ecutve of

Muslims in Belgum, have been unale to

reat an greement on joint posals aimed
a a moe efectve oganising of Muslim
worship in Belgum. The resticted council
of ministes has decided tdasely examine

Philippe  Moueaux’ report, which

recommends e-electing nedy half of the
membes of the Ercutie.

Sect Obsemtory and Stée Agengy
of Fght against Sects

In 1999, a Cente for Information and
Advice on Hamful Sectaian Organisaions
(Sect Obsemtory) and an Coomination
Ageng of Fght against Hamful Sectaian
Organisaionswere ceaed by law as parof
an overall policy of fight against eligious
groups suspected of being hdul sects
whether thg have caried out illegyal
actwities or not.This law is questionble.

The Cente compises tvelve membes and
twelve substitutesThe ecuiting method of
these membeiris \ery far from guaanteeing
their impatiality and their indpendence
from political paties, the Caholic Chuch
and \arous anti-eligious ideol@ies.
Indeed half of the memberwere nomined
by the Council of Ministes for gpproval by
the House of Raeresenttives while the other
half was diectly appointed ly the House of
Representtives. Tha means thaa god
shae of ppointees immedtaly came to be
political pesonalities. Moeover,
representdves of \arous anti-sect
movements \ere also to bedund among the
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membes. The daiman,a theolgian and a
former senior of Bussels high semingrhas
been an anti-sect ai$t in the C#holic

Church for moee than tventy years. Rart of

the staf of the Sect Obsestory is detabed

from the Ministy of Justice The

Obsewatory is under the authity of the

Ministry of Justice vhich also povides br

its budget.

For all these easons,the indg@endence
objectvity and impatiality required by law
from the member of the Cent ae not
gualnteed This heteogeneous up of
membes who hae religious, philosophical
and political commitments l&s coheence;
divergent, indeed gen contadictoly, points
of view have been eflected in a omber of
interviews in the media.

Since 1999positions hge become acant in
the boad of the Sect Obsesatory. A first

call for goplicaions was pulished in the
“Moniteur” (Official Gaztte) on Mach 30,

2001 hut was not bollowed by ary

appointments, despite the wumber of
applicaions. A second call in the
“Moniteur” on May 10, 2001 also awused
applicaions. Havever, ther is no one tethe

Geneal Directorte of Religons — the
competences of mich ae being tansered

from the &deml level to the &deated

entities — vho can sg a wha stage the
appointment pocedue is & or wha are the
constaints of some hiden political
agendas.

Its actvities compise the mamgement of a
new library on rligious maements bt it

lacks the vealth of the ®risting uniersity

libraries on eligions in Belgum. Since its
creaion until the end of 2002t has
published two information leafets on
Mormons and Baha'isThe eports it has
transmitted to the police on theiequest
come to eminenyl predictable condusions,
sud as br example“No, Mormons ae not
dangerous in Belgum”. However, the

Obsewatory keeps silent hout Eligious

discimination committed § pubic

authoities and aout the contiversial anti-
sect campaign lauhed ly the Rend

Comrunity of Belgum which wrongly calls

“active sects”the 189 mwements listed in
the paliamentay report. It is also casful

not to citicise pilivate agencies and puic

authoities  (ministes, mayors, tax

administetions, etc) practicing

discimination against eligious minoities:

libel and slanderstigmaising reports in the
media, victimisation in the neighbourhogd
at the workplace and asdool, damae to

individuals’ and academicseputaion, loss
of jobs or pomotions,dismissals,loss of
visitation rights or ¢iild custo@ in divorce

settlements,inability to rent facilities for

religious ceemonies ordr meetingsdenial

of access to puic display boads, police

suweillance and inteogations, prosecution
for alleged illegal practice of medicing
cases of tempary imprisonmentgetc®

“One can vonder vhether it is useful to va
such an obsestory which causes mer
problems than it soles and the mantk of
which seems to us emineptontoversial: a



stae ggeng tha decides wich religions ae
good or bad and without ich all the
counties of the werld can do, except
Belgium and until ecenty France”, said
Anne Moelli, Professor athe Institute or

Study of Religons and Secular Humanism

of the Fee Unversity of Brussels (ULB) in
the dail newspaerLe Soif.

The citeria defning the“harmfulness”and
the “sectaran character” of an oganisdion
in the frst report of theSect Obsesatory are
formulated in sub a compliceed way tha
they do not allev a dear identifcation of
“harmful sectaian goups:

Since the pulication of the Ririamentay
Report on Sects in 1997nly four religious

groups hse been prsecuted and none of

them has been condemnear fillegal

actvities. A case has been dismissed and

three cases ar still pending: against
Spiritual Human Yoga (alleged illegal
practice of medicine and irfancial
embezzlement)the Budihist goup Ogen
Kunzang Chéling (aliged fnancial
embezzlement) and the Clohr of
Scientolgy (alleged violdion of pivag
laws).

The information sewice to the pulic
requirrd by the lav from the Sect
Obsewatory opens the door to listingogd
and bad eligions ty a stae-sponsced

agengy.

The epression polig of the Coodinational
Ageng/ of Fght against Hamful Sectaian
Organisdionsis caried out ly anti-terorist
units of the police

The stée also has desigteal a n#onal
magistrate and one ngistrate in eab of the
27 judicial disticts to monitor cases
involving sects.

Freedom of Religpus Educaion
and Instruction

Freedom of eligious educton and
instruction is ecagynised and espected Y
the stée.

Pullic schools and Ctholic sdools ae
subsidised pthe stée. There ae also adw
Jewish pimary schools and collges and
some Potestant pmary scools; thg are
also fnanced B the stée. The Muslim
comnunity is also entitled to set uphsmls
of geneal educéion but has not beenef in
a position to do so.

According to Article 2481, public schools
are neutal, which implies“the respect of the
philosophical, ideolagical or rligious
beliefs of the pamts and the pupils”. In
these shkools, students hee the toice
between eligious dasses (ol for
recaynised eligions) and so-called non-
denomindgional ethics assesuntil the @e
of 18. Sub dasses a optional after thege
of 16.

Denomingional sdhools ony offer religious
classes bout their avn faith.

In 2002, a Rentecostal pmary sdool
outside Bussels was mided ly the police
On Februaly 7, ten amed policemen and
three social inspecter mided theAOG’s
Intemdional Chistian Acadeny and the
Intemational Media Ministies Cente
locaed in Rhode Saint Genesgome brst
into the elementgrscool atended ly about
35 dhildren and confinted the six tedeis
in front of them. Most of the pupilgarents
were missionaes, ambassadasr or
employees of intemaional institutions sut
as NATO.

The oficials interogated 29 people
chedked their identity documents and took
five women to the police dian. One vas

the gandmother of one of the male students.

She vas stging in Belgum for only a few
days and hppened to be in alasspom
when the cddown occured She vas
released after her intgew. Two women had
been in Belgm for five and 15 dgs with
legal touiist visas.They were using their
vacdions to do wlunteer vork. They were
taken into custod and deorted on the ne

day.

The other tw women had been Ed as
volunteer tedeers in fall 2001 br the pivate
elementay school tha was just opening its
doors. Both had gne to Belgum with a
three-month toust visa and wre epecting
visas and esidence penits for a longr
peiiod from the Belgan consulge in
Chicego tha they never received The touist
visas of the tw wolunteer tedters had
expired They were also detained and
deported

No official reason has beenivgn for not
granting nev visas to the tw teaters kut in
the last éw yeass, Mormon missiondes
have been denied visasyba Belgan
consulge in the US. because theirhurch
was on a pdiamentay list of religious
movements suspected of beifidangerous
sects. TheAOG is on the same list although
it is represented on the fadially recanised
Protestant Synadwhich from Jruay 1,
2003 is par of the Potestant dicial
platform (CACPE) ecanised ly the
Belgian stdae. The AOG rumbes aout
5,800 member among 70 comggations in
Belgium.

The Foreign Worker’s Act of 1999 equires
employment pemits, even for woluntees.
However, since theAOG wluntees pay
their ovn way and eceve no salay, they do
not qualify or the equired work pemit.

Due to the dportations and the subsequent
shottage of English-speaking sfaf the
church leades had to lose the skool.

Institutionalised Religious Discnmination

Financing of religions: The stae onky
finances ecaynised eligions. Stée
subsidies a piovided by all the taxpgers,
including those Wo profess a non-
recanised eligion or who do not adherto
ary religion or belief systeniThis system is
not equithle in so &r as taxpgers ae
unable to pohibit the stge from using their
income tax toihance eligions and secular
humanism theamay be open} opposed to
non-recaggnised minoity religions. There
have allead/ been pulic debaes dout the
possibility of intoducing a ne system of
financing eligions tha would gant
taxpagers the ight to finance theeligion or
belief system of their fwice lt political

paties hae not been lde to radh an
agreement on a mesystem.

By law, municipal councils rast py ary

debts tha the ectesiastical adminisétions
of recaynised eligions ma incur. This local
financing system uses the éasxcollected
from all the taxpgers, including those wo

do not pofess aecaynised eligion.

The Muslim commnity (250,000 — 350,000
people) complains th#he subsidies tlysget
from the stte ae nuch lower than ér other
religions, suc as Potestantism (100,000),
Orthodoxy (40,000) or ddaism (40,000).

The anmwal hudget of the Religpus
Directoy of the Ministy of Justice la&s
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total transpaeng so tha it is very difficult
for indgpendent eseachers and non-sta
actos to ealudge the stge’s financial
suppot to ead religion.

Mechanisms and gencies of ight against
“cults” : The stée has put mémnisms and
agencies (a Parliamentay Enquily
Commission on Sectsa Cente for
Informaion and Advice on Hamful
Sectaran Organisaions  and an
Coordination Ageng/ of Hght against
Harmful Sectaian Organisaionsin place to
identify so-called’harmful cults”, wam the
pubic and fght against them. The
Anthroposophic Society has sued the
Belgian stde aguing tha the lav creding



the Cente for Information and Advice as
well as theCoomination interministeial
Ageng is anti-constitutional. The highest
domestic instangehe Cout of Arbitration,
dismissed the casA complaint vas lodgd
with the Eubpean Courin Stasboug and
dedared non-admissle in September 2002.

Other goups suspected of being hdul

sectailan oganisdions stared poceedings
against the Belan stae hut failed to pesist
after the &ilure of the Anthroposophic
Society Only the Chuch of Scientolgy is

pursuing its lgal fight. In November 2001,
they filed suit in theAdministrative Cout

against the Bel@n Stae with regards to the
1997 Ruliamentay Inquiry Commission on
SectsThey alleged tha the pocedues used
by the Ruliamentay Commission violted

individual human ights, failed to meet
intemaional standads and dprived the
Church of due pocess ights. In 2002 the

govemment esponded in witing to this suit.
There ae a umber of pe-tial procedues to
exhaust and the case is napected to g to

trial before 2004.

Freedom of assemly: Renting pulic
places 6r meetings is often denied to
religious associ@gons mentioned on the
official list of 189 m@ements suspected of
being“harmful sectaian oganisdions”.

Missionary work: The Foreign Workers’
Act of 1999 equirs flom non-ecaynised
religions tha foreign missiondes obtain

work pemits bebre gplying for a visa to
enter the counyr for religious work. On
mary occasions,Belgian consultes hae
failed to anwer sut gplicaions and hee
in this way denied American Momon,
Adventist and Bntecostal missionis
access to the Bdln teritory. In Februaly
2002,US female Rntecostals ere arested
jailed and dported on the gounds thathey
were working without a verk pemit,
although thg were unpaid wluntees. The
same act mvides tha foreign derics and
missionales from recanised eligions ae
not submitted to thaegulaion.

Religious dasses In pulic schools under
the authoty of the Fend commnunity,
Jehovah’s Witnesses complain thatheir
children hae no other lsoice than to teend
religious or (allgedly neutal) ethics
classe$ the contents of hich, they sa,
conflict with their beliefs. In the Flemish
comnunity, the dildren of &hovah's
Witnesses @& exempted fom sud dasses.

Chaplaincies: Chalains of ecanised
religions and maal adrisers of secular
humanism hee oficially access to |sons,
detention cents br asylum-seedss,
hospitals, the amed brces, etc. Non-
recaynised eligions ma not send kaplains
to sud institutions.

Tax exemption on property: The tax
depatment has denied the aghnese
religious goup Suko Mahikai an

exemption fom piopety tax on its place of
worship on the unds tha it is on the
patiamentay list of sectsA procedue of
appeal vas staed in 1998 and is still
pending

Access to positions as wil servants. Some
Belgian rnunicipalities hae made it a
requirement br candidées br positions as
civil sevants to wear a steement thathey
do not belong to a harful sectaian
organisdion®. The Belgan pess mentioned
the case of a police faer of Ucde
(Brussels) wo was thedaened with
dismissal if he did notige up his diliation
to Suko Mahikaii.

Access to mdio and TV: The thee
linguistic comnunities fnance adio andTV
religious boadcastsjncluding masses and
religious ofices lut only for recagnised
religions.

Divorce cases and hild custody: In

divorce casesgcouits sometimes dgnthe
child custog to the paent who is afiliated

to a non-ecanised eligion (Pentecostal
Church, Jehorah’s Witness, Church of

Scientolgy, Sahaja Yoga, Raelian
movement,etc) on the gounds thait is a
hamful cult. A number of couss also gant
visitation rights to the non-custodial part
who is a member of a so-callazllt” on the
condition th& he or she does noxgose his
or her tiildren to the tedings or liestyle of
that religious goup duing visits.

Religious Intolerance

Anti-Semitism

Belgium was the one of theo€al points in
Europe Pbr a shap escaldon of anti-
Semitism in 2002 Attacks, both erbal and
physical, occured mos¥ in Brussels and
Antwerp, especialy in locaions with lage
concentations of Arab/Muslim and éwish
populdions. This trend of a médeed incease
in atadks beyan with the second inéifleh of
October 2000,which has been used as
justification for anti-&wish actvity by local
Muslims, and was stinulated ane by the
events of Sptember 11 and theeactions
that have followed

In 2002, anti-Semitism was epressed

mostly in isolded and spontaneous acts,

propagated mainy by extreme ight political
paities and meements or gups of yung

Arab-Muslim immigants wo ae often in
contact with fundamentalist political-
religious maements. Although these acts
have cenenlly been peseived as
hooliganism they should be seen as a paf
a gowing amosphee of intoleance to anti-
Semitism.

Some of the incidents hich took place in
2002° are:

o |[n November a Jkwish teaber of Fenct
languae & a Bussels deool was theaened
and haassed in lass ty Muslim students.

e On the night of 22pril, shots fom an
automaic wegon were fired da the
syngyogue in Chaeroi. The syngogue vwas
empty and no casualtiesevwe reported
Signs of some 18ulets were discoered on
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the huilding. According to the policethe
attacker or dtadkers fled the scene in a
getaway car

e On 21April, the Chief Rabi of Russia,
who headed a deajetion of the World
Jewish Congess in Bussels,was dtadked
by a young peson of Arabic origin. The
attadk occured near the Gardu Midi when
the iabbi was on his &y to a demons#tion
against anti-Semitism held on Clinique
Street in Bussels (Andéecht). The =bbi
was studk in the dest,called a“Dirty Jew
terrorist” and obbed of his ha

e On 19April, a Fwish family living in
Chaussée de Gand inBssels was haassed
once moe in a sdes of sub incidents
recoded wer the past seral weeks.Things
readed the point Wwere a gng fom the aga



attadked the &mily’s vehide scetching on it
“Dirty Jew” and a Star of Dad.

e On 4 April, a Molotosr codktail was
thrown & the Old Syngogue inAntwerp.

e On 3April, a Molotor codktail was tossed
a a syngogue in the hearof a Fwish
section of Antwemp. Ther were no
casualties and oyl minor damge was
caused

e On 1April, five Molotor codtails were
thrown a the syngogue on Clinique stret
in the Andeldecht quater of Bussels.The
Molotov codktails flew in through the
second-stor windows into the vemens
gallery, setting the berties on ife. There
were no casualties and grélight damge.*
In the aftemath of the &tadk on 1April, the
Cente for Equal Oppotunities and kght
against Racismannounced its decision to act
as a aiil party in a cout case of hi cime
and \cial violence as eisaged in aticle 1
of the 1981Anti-Racism Lav.

Islamophobia

In the aftemath of September 11,the

alread/ existing islamophobia in il

society has in@ased in intensityverbal
abuse insults,racist gaffiti, forced emoval

of the il from drls and women,
aggressions,etc An amosphee has been
creded where Muslims hae to justify
themseles tha they are not terorists. This

hostile dimate was mainy fuelled ty

extreme ight paties and g some political
figures in other paies.

During the year the most séous incident
was the assassiian of Mohamedichrak, a
young man of Mawccan oigin, in the
Borgerhout quater of Antwemp on 26
November The gowing wave of esentment
and hostility among thérab populaion in
the city was stemmedyban gpeal to peace
and espect issuedybAchrak’s family.

In June 2002,the Belgan Remanent
Committee of the Comat of Intelligence
Sevwices,known asComité Rtransmitted its
Ninth Report to the Pesident of the Setg
the Pesident of the House of
Representtives,the Minister of distice and
the Minister of De¢nce*? The suveillance
of the actvities of varnous Muslim
institutions was a the hear of a heted
debae in the mediaThe Pesident of the
Muslim Executve epressed disgreement
with the ieport in an open letter ablessed to
the Pesident of the Setmand thedllow-up
commission.

The eport of the “Comité R” presents the
Muslim Executive, the Geneall Assemlby of
the Muslims of Belgum, the Supeor
Council of the Muslims of Belgm as tose
to movements thia are in tun fanaical,
extremist,fundamentalistlslamic or adical.
A seiies of elements thaare obviously
contrary to the tuth and gen slandesus ae
advanced

The pesident of the Muslim Bbcutve,
suppoted by a rumber of academicstaes
that a rumber of déa conceming his
institution and the GenarAssemlhy of the

Muslims of Belgum ar unbunded
fantastic and ven deémaory allegations.
He denounce&he flagrant enomities of the
repott, its negative consequences on pigb
opinion and the anti-Muslimacism tha it
could poducée’ “All together this report is
peppered with histoical aerrations and
methodolgical erors and eflects the
prejudices andumous corveyed in Belgan
society moe than objectie reality, opening
the door both to disisfmation and &use”

Because of thisjslamophobia is gining

more and mae gound in Belgum. The

“Comité R” report reinforces the basic
discouse of a gowing number of
«politically corect intellectuals» Wwose
dedarations and digibes stongly

contiibute to the Igitimacy of this ambient
racism.

The Muslim Executive deplores the lumping
together of Muslim citiens pacticing their
faith peacefull and actre in the human
community with extremists and/or teorists.

Anti-cult hate speeb

Anti-cult atticles ae regulafdy pubicised in
the media.Tamgets of sub campaigns ar
usualy Jehovah’s Witnessesthe Chuch of
Scientolgy and the Raelian mvement.The
right to ansver is mrely granted Complaints
on the gound of deAmdion are seldom
successful as judg fBvour freedom of
expression.

In 2002,two incidents highlighted tavmore
movementsPentecostals and HakKrishna.

In the aftemath of the deortation of U.S.
PentecostalsEric Brasseurdirector of the
Sect Obsemtory, said in an intariew with
the Cdholic daiy newspger “La Libre
Belgique” the Assemliies of God “are
among the leurches tha pose the most
problems to the puic. It is eout them the
we hae receved the most unsolicited
testimonies. He adled tha families el
concened when thg see major ftanges in
the behwiour of one of their membgmho
has become adntecostal. Bxsseur said tha
the maement equired a gead commitment
and nuch piety which could lead to
deviancies in fegile people

Brasseur told Human Rights Without
Frontiers tha the teahing of faith healing
by the AOG is a poblem because'it
psydiologically prevents the belieers from
making the necessastep to visit a medical
doctor or a hospitdl.

The Hae Krishna meement uns a castle in
the Ardennes and tacts mag toursts.
However, the elaions with the tousm
agencies a difficult on the gound tha
Hare Krishna is supposed to be a méul
cult as an xcempt of a letter sentybthe
Tourist  Informaion  Office  shavs
“Herewith, we inform you thda we hae
receved your kind irvitation. Howvever, we
do not wish and @ do not vant to hae ary
contact with the Kishna sect”.

Ealy in 2002, for several weeks, Hare
Krishna vas in the ge of a media yxlone
triggered by a small local coritt with the
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neighbous of their cen# due to an
extension poject of their pemisesThrough

dialogue with the local authgres and
populdion, the poblem was soon settleduip

the media campaign contied

The headlines of the Wtten piess vere ety
suggestive: “Hare Krishna knoks out
Petite-Somme”,“Local residents a afraid
of a Krishna libary”, “The invades: Near
Durbuy, the villagers ae alamed ty the
building projects of thedllowers of the Hae
Krishna sect”, “Radhadesh mposes
solutions”, “Petite-Somme: Meeting
between the poputoon and the Kishna
followers”, “Krishna in the Nammois: the
sect alead/ occupies a castle ande&s on
expanding”, “We ae surounded lp Hare
Krishnas”,"Durbuy feais expansion pojects
of a sect”,“We ae victims of the Fenc
sect-hunt”, “Septon afaid of the Kishna
projects - Dangrous or just diferent? -A
smiling dictdorship”, “A village in the gip
of Krishnas? — The @plicaion is
withdrawn”.

Ther were also egular ieports on all the
Belgian TV channels and on thedio.

The souces of inbrmaion of joumalists
were mainy the Hae Krishna leades,
spolespeople of somerénd-speaking anti-
sect moements ADIF (Associdion for the
Defence of Indriduals and Bmilies) and
AVCS (Aid to the Victims of Sectaan
Behaviours) - some localasidents and the
Information andAdvice Cente on Hamful
Sectaran Organisdions. No Belgan
academic s inteviewed

In an inteview with the main Fend-

speaking Ctnolic nevspger “La Libre

Belgique” (9 Jarualy), the diector of the
Sect Obseratory said“ No recent déa allow

us to dew negative condusions and theris

nothing elevant as &r as sectan

behaiours ae concemed”. On the same
day, the vice-pesident of the Sect
Obsewatory, Mr Henii de Codes,dedared

on the main Fendh-speakingTV channel

RTBF “The pactice of gpeding mantas is

known in psytology as a tenique tha

allows access to semétnce stees thaallow

in cetain cases argaer contol of the

individual by the leades of the mgements.
Beyond Radadehs's shop windampen to
the pullic, the moement has a hole

network of propety, insumance and
computer compani€s.The Hae Krishna
leades denied the @stence of sut a

network and complained to theSect
Obsewatory.

Last ut not leastdozens of thousands of
brochures (Gouou, gare a toi) pubshed in
1998 ty the Fench Community of Belgum
(a fedeeted entity) ae used ¥ individuals,
institutions,teaters in sdools. This richly
illustrated bochure wams pulic opinion
and especiall youth ajainst sects ineneal,
and dout 30 meements in pdicular. A
number of meements hee sued the fendh
Comrmunity on the gound of deamadion,
but unsuccessfufl The Anthroposophic
Society has ppealed the decisioifthe case
is pending



Court CasesAgainst Religous Groups

Cases gainst thee eligious goups hae
been pending dr several yeas: Spirtual
Human Yoga (SHY), the Budlhist goup
OKC and the Chuh of Scientolgy.

In Jarualy 1999 the Beldgan secetary of the
non-pofit making assoctéoon SHY, Mrs Vo
Minh Diep, was arested lg an anti-terorist
unit and impisoned br 22 dgs. The
spiitual leader of the mement, Master
Dang (a US. citizen of Viethamese agin)
was also aested dung a visit in Belgum
and imprsoned br 65 dys. He vas eleased
only after pging USD 1.3 million in bail.
The amount s povided Ly foreign donos.
Dozens of SHY pactitiones were
interrogated lky the police to substanta
accustons of illegal practice of medicine
and fnancial embezzlementA judge of

about the allged facts lut since then ther
has not been 3an progress in the
proceedings.

In the case of Ogen Kunzang Chdling
(OKC), aTibetan Budlhist goup,one of the
spifitual leades, Robet Spdz, and his
secetaly Jeanne Bucw hae been
paticulady tamgeted In May 1997, they
were accused of aged fnancial svindle
and were both lept in custod, respectiely
for 4 months and 2 months. Mr $pavas
released after ging USD 125,000 in bail
but was immeditely re-arested this time
for allegged se&ual misbehwaiour which
would hae been committed on a 12-14
yearold Frendh grl in France in 1986-1987.
He was a@ain released tw months lger.
These casesgainst Mr Sp&z ar still

In September 1999%the headquaers of the
Church of Scientolgy and g@proximately
20 indvidual homes andusiness pmises
of membes of the Chuth in Belgum and in
France vere raided ly 120 membex of an
anti-terorist unit. Tons of fles, including the
confidential eligious counselling dlders,
and most of these ta not beenetumed to
date. The opeation was based on
allegations of fraud illegal practice of
medicine suppoting or being a member of
a ciminal omanisdion. The Chuch of
Scientolagy filed a case to va the eligious
counselling 6lders of its paishiones
retumed hut this was denied pthe judg of
instruction and i the gpeal courin 2002.
Religious counsellingdlders of indviduals
are kept with full knowledge and greement

instruction has beenppointed to imestigate pending in 2003.

a the Chuch of Scientolgy in Belgum.

1 These statistics only have an indicative character. They are based on research
carried out by Human Rights Without Frontiers International.

2 The existing translations of the Belgian constitution present some
inaccuracies, even the official one circulated by the federal government. The
translation of the articles that follow was made by Human Rights Without
Frontiers International.

3 See Website http://www.hrwf.net/newhrwf.net/html/belgium2002/html

4 See Gourou, gare a toi ! J'ai ma liberté de penser..., Gouvernement de la
Communauté frangaise, Cabinet de la Ministre-Présidente, Place Surlet de
Chokier 15-17, 1000 B-Bruxelles (eds), p. 7 (1998)

5 See detailed cases at hitp://www.hrwf.net/newhrwf.net/html/belgium2002/html
hitp://www.hrwf.net/newhrwf.net/html/belgium2001/html
http://www.hrwf.net/newhrwf.net/htmi/belgium2000/html
http://www.hrwf.net/newhrwf.net/htmi/belgium1999/html

6 Carte blanche published on January 7, 2003.

7 Non-denominational ethics classes have been criticised by a number of
religious movements for the reason that they reflect, in reality, secular humanist
ethics which they consider incompatible with their own ethical principles.

8 Ibid.

9 In Conscience et Liberté, No. 58/ 1999, Louis-Léon Christians, lecturer at the
Catholic University of Louvain and member of the Belgian ‘Sect Observatory’,
wrote an article entitled Liberté d'opinion en droit européen : observations
belges (Il) — Les limitations (Freedom of Thought in European Law: Belgian
Observations Il - Limitations). On p. 10, footnote 1, he wrote: “« Certaines
communes belges ont fait de I'obligation de préter serment de non-
appartenance a une ‘organisation sectaire nuisible’ une condition d'accés a un
poste de fonctionnaire.” (Some Belgian municipalities have made it a
requirement for candidates for positions as civil servants to swear a statement
that they do not belong to a ‘harmful sectarian organisation’.)

10 See a more detailed list of events at
http:/www.hrwi.net/newhrwf.net/html/belgium2002/html and at
http:/iwww.hrwi.net/newhrwf.net/html/belgium2003/html

11 More cases recorded in 2002 and 2001 can be found on the website of
Human Rights Without Frontiers,
http://www.hrwf.net/newhrwf/html/belgium2002/html

12 See website http://www.comiteri.be and
http:/www.hrwf.net/newhrwi/html/belgium2002/html

13 The use of both terminologies is advised by the Council of Europe.

List of publications about religious issues

e Religious frredom ntolerance and disanination in the EU /
Belgium (2002-2003) (12 p.) 2,5 Eur USD 2,5

e Liberté, intolérance et diséminations kligieuses dans I'Union
eumpéenne / Beigue 2002-2003 - Religuz viijheid,
ornverdrasgzaamheid en diseninaties in the Euspese Unie/
Belgié 2002-2003. Edition bilingue Fweetalig uitgave (24 p.)

5 Euio - USD 5

e The Belgan Stde and the Sects (32 p.) - 5 BurUSD 5

e | 'Etat belee et les sectes (32 p.) - 5 BurUSD 5

e De Belgsche staten de sekten (32.b- 5 Eupo - USD 5

e Stae and Religpns in Euope (2 p.)

(Advocding equal oppdunities br religions and theirdithful)
e The Family (8 p.) - 0.50 Ew - USD 0.50

e Les méliens (4 p.) - 0.50 Ear- USD 0.50
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e Pour un fnancement non-disicninatoire des cultes et de la
laicité (4 p.) 0.50 Ewr- USD 0.50

e \oor een niet-disaminerende nancieing van de eediensten
en de laiciteit (4 p.) 0.50 Emr USD 0.50

e Turkey: The Genocidegainst the ChistianAssyiians (9 p.)
0.50 Eup - USD 0.50

e Turquie: Must the rght to asylum be manted to Chstians
from South-Easturkey / Faut-il accoder le doit d’asile aux
chrétiens du sud-est de Tarquie? (Bilingual issue) (40 p.)
10 Eupo - USD 10

Minim um order: 10 Euro or USD 10

Mailing costs to be adled



Human Rights Without Frontiers Int.
recommends...

to the Federal Government

1. to evise the Constitution so as to intluce total geartion between stte and eligions (induding the nonihancing of ag religion)
or to reform the a&isting two-tiered system based ondveaegories of eligions (ecanised and nonecanised eligions) so as to
remove the most s@us forms of institutionalised distnination

by introducing a system inich all religious comnunities and philosophical mementswhatever their histoicity or their siz,
would be egistered in the same sy by the stée (Norwegian system) asaf as thg respect the basic dematic principles and
pubic order;

by elaborating a fnancing system hich would allav all tax paers to tioose one of theegistered kligious comnunities or
philosophical meements to Wich the stée would allocde a pat of their income tax (Noregian system);

by granting tax gemption to citiens making dortens to egistered eligious denomintions and philosophical mements;

by granting equal opptunities to egistered religious denomingons and philosophical mements in gnerl: for example access to
chaplains in centes br asylum-seedts, in prisons,in homes ér eldety or handicaped peopleetc;

2. to put an end to ilgtimate intererence of pulic authotties in the intemal afairs of eligions,and in paticular of theExecutie of
the Muslims of Belgm;

3. to evise at. 21 of the Constitution andonsequeryl the povisions of at. 267 and 268 of theehal Codeso as to cancel the
prohibition of celérating a eligious mariage without or befre a cvil marriage;

4. to drogate the lav creaing aCente for Information andAdvice on Hamful Sectaian Organisaionsand aCoordination Agencg/ of
Fight against Hamful Sectaian Organisdionsand to adopt a melaw creaing an ind@endentnter-university Cente for Information
on Religous, Spinitual and Esotdc Entities

5. to ban the wrd ‘sect’and to eplace it either ¥ ‘religious minoity’ or ‘group of a eligious, esoteic or spiitual ngure’ *because of
the discimination and intoleance gnested ty sud a teminology;

6. to dop ary policy tha disciminates aainst eligious minoities;

7. to revise the 1999 UaourAct so as toemove the disdminatory provisions egarding the access to the Bélg teritory to
missionaies irvited as unpaidaluntees by non-ecaynised eligions;

8. to pomote toleance and toidht against intoleance concering pesons pofessing mindty religious or philosophical beliefs;

9. to gve theCentee for Equal Oppotunities and kght againstAnti-Semitisnthe necessgrmeans andesouces so thiit can fully use
the nev Anti-Discrimination Law of December 2002 taght against eligious discimination and intoleance tavards &ws, Muslims and
membes of minoity religions,and to act as adl party;

10. to ppmote dialgue betveen stege and eligions;

11. to denounce grettempt made Y the fithful, clerics or eligious leades to hide behind the ipoiciple of religious freedomso as to
avoid legal proceedings;

12. to posecute ayillegal act committed Y clerics or eligious leades and ly religious or philosophical assotiiens on the gounds of
common lav;

to the Frendh Community

1. to allav minors piofessing a nonecanised eligion to be gempted fom religious dasses and ém so-called non-denomitianal
ethics ¢asses as ireality, the later ones & not'neutral’ but reflect secular humanist ethiaghich they consider incompéble with
their avn ethical pinciples;

2. to dop ary policy tha disciminates aainst eligious minoities;

3. to pomote toleance and toight against intoleance concering pesons pofessing mindty religious or philosophical beliefs;
to the Flemish Comnunity

1. to dop ary policy tha disciminates gainst eligious minoities;

2. to pomote toleance and toight against intoleance concering pesons pofessing mindty religious or philosophical beliefs;
to the municipalities

1. to iemove from municipal decees the teitorial limitations to feedom of eligious expression;

2. to dop aty policy tha would disciminate ajainst eligious minoities.

-11-
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Human Rights Without Fr ontier s International is an associated member
of the Vienna-based International Helsinki Federation (IHF)

Sections of HR WF Int.

HRWF / Belgium

Avenue Winston Churchill 11/33
B-1180 Brussels

Phone: 32 2 3438390

Fax: 32 2 3437491

Email: office5@hrwf.net

HRWF / USA

P.O. Box 2590
Washington D.C. 20013
USA

office2@hrwf.net

HRWF / Nepal

P.O. Box 10660

Sundhara, Kathmandu

Phone: 977-1-442367

Fax: 977-1-246965

Nepal

Email: hrwinepal@mail.com.np

Email (chairman) rajuthapa@ezweb.ne.jp

Associated member s of HRWF Int.

Bulgaria: Tolerance Foundation (Emil Cohen),
4 Dobrudja Str., 1000 Sofia, Bulgaria

Phone / Fax: 359 2 980 94 05

Email: emilcohen@mbox.cit.bg

Japan: Life Fund for North Korean Refugees
(Mr Hiroshi Kato), 2-2-8 Nishikata, Bunkyoku,
Tokyo, Japan 113-0024

Phone / Fax: 81 3-3815-8127

Website http://northkoreanrefugees.com
Email fe6h-ktu@asahi-net.or.jp

Representatives: France, Hungary, South K orea,
Switz erland, UK...

Human rights NGOs which want to become associated
members of HRWF Int. can send a letter of motivation to
our address on the front page.

Applications are examined at the end of every semester.



