
Posi t ion in  I r ish Forestr y
Rowan is  not  a commerc ia l  species in  I re land but  never theless p lays an 

impor tan t  ro le  in  up land fo res t r y  as  one  o f  the  few broad leaved 
species sui ted to many of  the s i tes ut i l i sed for  commerc ia l  coni fer  

crops.   I ts  abi l i ty  to  regenerate f reely  means that  i t  is  ubiqui tous in  
the I r ish landscape,  par t icu lar ly  in  upland areas.   The species is  

f i rmly  rooted in  I r ish fo lk lore and was t radi t ional ly  p lanted around 
dwel l ings  as  i t  was  cons idered  to  have  pro tec t i ve  qua l i t i es  
against  danger.   An o ld term for  rowan was " f id  na ndruad" or  
the " t ree of  the dru ids" .   I ts  I r ish name "Caorthann" features in  
many I r ish p lace names such as Drumkeer in or  Bal lykeer in.   
Rowan fo l iage may have been used as winter  feed for  cat t le  
and  dur ing  the  famine  was  used  as  food  fo r  human 
consumpt ion.   

Uses & Markets
Rowan t imber  i s  ex t remely  hard  and dense  and has  a  
dark,  purp l ish brown hear twood surrounded by a pale,  
ye l lowish brown sapwood.   I t  rare ly  produces d imensions 
or  quant i t ies  su i tab le  fo r  sawing and is  there fore  not  
cons idered as  a  commerc ia l  spec ies .   However,  i t  i s  
sought  af ter  by wood carvers and turners.   Tradi t ional ly  
the  t imber  was  used  in  the  manufac tu re  o f  bows,  
spinning wheels ,  and other  household utensi ls .

Fur ther  In format ion
Fur ther  in format ion on growing rowan can be obtained 
f rom your  l oca l  Fo res t  Se r v i ce  Inspec to r  o r  any  
Profess ional  Forester.
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Rowan was traditionally
used in domestic tools

Rowan is commonly found
along mountain streams

Dist r ibut ion & Provenance
Rowan is  a nat ive species to I re land and the rest  of  Europe.   I t  
has an extensive natural  range f rom Ice land across to western 
Russ ia and f rom Morocco in  nor th  Af r ica east  to  Turkey and 
nor thern I ran.   I t  i s  a lso known in I re land as mountain ash 
al though i t  is  not  re lated to ash (Frax inus excels ior ) ,  the only  
th ing  they  have  in  common be ing  a  compound  lea f  
arrangement .   In  some parts  of  I re land rowan is  known as 
quicken.   I t  is  found at  h igher  e levat ions (up to 900 metres)  
than a lmost  any other  broadleaved species.   Nat ive I r ish 
provenances  o f  rowan are  used and recommended fo r  
p lant ing in  I re land.

S i lv icu l ture & Management  in  I re land
Rowan is  a common t ree in  h i l l y,  rocky areas and wi l l  
grow equal ly  wel l  on ac id or  a lkal ine s i tes.   Rowan wi l l  
not  to lerate water logged condi t ions and grows best  on 
l ight  textured brown earths and more fer t i le  peats.   I t  is  
to le ran t  o f  exposure  and  i s  o f ten  found  in  odd ,  
inaccess ib le  p laces  such  as  c l i f f  faces ,  s teep  r i ve r  
gorges  and rocky  ou tc rops .   The  seed i s  na tu ra l l y  
d is t r ibuted by b i rds that  feast  on the br ight  red berr ies 
produced in the autumn.  Rowan is  a l ight  demanding 
species and is  rare ly  found surv iv ing under the canopy 
o f  o ther  spec ies .   Ins tead,  i t  i s  o f ten  p lanted a long 
p lanta t ion  edges  and roads ides  to  so f ten  the  v i sua l  
impact  of  commerc ia l  p lantat ions.   I t  a lso regenerates 
natural ly  a long forest  roadsides and r idel ines.
Rowan i s  no t  cons idered  a  commerc ia l  spec ies  in  
I re land and is  rare ly  p lanted in  groups of  greater  than 
a few t rees.   Instead,  i t  is  usual ly  p lanted in  a scat tered 
fashion,  prov id ing divers i ty  of  co lour  and texture to the 
landscape and so  i s  un l i ke ly  to  requ i re  p run ing  or  
th inning.   Rowan does not  grow to a very  large s ize,  
ra re l y  more  than  15  met res  when mature .   I t  i s  a  
copp ic ing  spec ies  wh ich  means  tha t  when cu t ,  new 
shoots wi l l  develop f rom the exposed stump.  Rowan is  
subject  to  browsing f rom deer  and other  herbivores.

Non Timber Benef i ts
Rowan,  as a species to lerant  of  exposure,  is  of ten seen 

growing on f ie ld boundar ies and around houses where i t  
can be  a  use fu l  p rov ider  o f  she l te r.   I t  i s  a lso  a  h igh ly  

at t ract ive t ree,  producing whi te b lossom in the Spr ing and 
red berr ies in  the Autumn.  For  th is  reason i t  is  of ten grown 

as an ornamental  t ree in  pr ivate gardens,  a long roadsides 
and in publ ic  parks.   Rowan berr ies are t radi t ional ly  used in  

the making of  je l l ies  and are fermented,  y ie ld ing a dr ink not  
un l i ke  per r y .   Rowan p lays  an  impor tan t  ro le  as  a  na t i ve  

broad leaved spec ies  capab le  o f  g rowing on  up land fo res t r y  
s i t es  and  as  such  con t r ibu tes  to  the  ma in tenance  and  

enhancement  of  b iodivers i ty  in  these areas.   As a smal l  s ized,  
l ight  crowned t ree,  i t  is  acceptable for  publ ic  road s ide p lant ing.
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Natural distribution of
rowan

Rowan
sprig and berries

The rowan in autumn 
turns golden and has 

bright red berries


