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The human development concept is about putting people at the centre of development. It is about real improvements in people’s lives. It 

goes beyond the material measure of their wellbeing or income. Under this paradigm economic growth is a necessary but not a sufficient 

condition for human development. There is a need to enlarge people’s choices and enhance their capabilities so that they can develop 

their full potential and lead productive and satisfying lives in accord to their needs and interests. 

Among the most basic capabilities for human development are to lead long and healthy lives, to be knowledgeable, to have access to the 

resources needed for a decent standard of living and to be able to participate in the life of the community. Without these, many choices 

are simply not available, and many opportunities in life remain inaccessible.

The urgency to measure and closely monitor human development in an integral manner brought about the creation of the composite 

Human Development Index (HDI) back in 1990. 

The first section of Human Development Indices: A statistical update 2008 reminds us of the human development paradigm, indicators 

and traditional indices. Section two explains the data sources, effects of data revisions on the latest HDI values and ranks including 

a discussion of the impact of the recently released purchasing power parity (PPP) exchange rates and their impact on the HDI. The 

third section looks at trends since 1980 and the fourth section addresses measures of inequality in income and gender. It also contains 

estimated HDIs for the richest and the poorest quintiles in a number of countries. The indicator tables at the end of the report include the 

latest values, ranks and components of the Human Development Index, Human Poverty Index, Gender-related Development Index and 

Gender Empowerment Measure for all countries where the relevant data are available.

Human Development Indices: A statistical update 2008 has been prepared in order to update the main composite indices with new data 

and we hope it will open the path for further discussions and reflections on the challenges faced by the human development measures. 

2010 will mark the twentieth anniversary of the Human Development Report and we intend to take the discussions even further and make 

a major retrospective and prospective about the contributions of the human approach to development. 



	 69	 Albania

	100	 Algeria

	157	 Angola

	 59	 Antigua and Barbuda

	 46	 Argentina

	 83	 Armenia

	 4	 Australia

	 14	 Austria

	 97	 Azerbaijan

	 49	 Bahamas

	 32	 Bahrain

	147	 Bangladesh

	 37	 Barbados

	 67	 Belarus

	 17	 Belgium

	 88	 Belize

	161	 Benin

	131	 Bhutan

	111	 Bolivia

	 75	 Bosnia and Herzegovina

	126	 Botswana

	 70	 Brazil

	 27	 Brunei Darussalam

	 56	 Bulgaria

	173	 Burkina Faso

	172	 Burundi

	136	 Cambodia

	150	 Cameroon

	 3	 Canada

	118	 Cape Verde

	178	 Central African Republic

	170	 Chad

	 40	 Chile

	 94	 China

	 80	 Colombia

	137	 Comoros

	130	 Congo

	177	 Congo (Democratic Republic of the)

	 50	 Costa Rica

	166	 Côte d’Ivoire

	 45	 Croatia

	 48	 Cuba

	 30	 Cyprus

	 35	 Czech Republic

	 13	 Denmark

	151	 Djibouti

	 77	 Dominica

	 91	 Dominican Republic

	 72	 Ecuador

	116	 Egypt

	101	 El Salvador

	115	 Equatorial Guinea

	164	 Eritrea

	 42	 Estonia

	169	 Ethiopia

	103	 Fiji

	 12	 Finland

	 11	 France

	107	 Gabon

	160	 Gambia

	 93	 Georgia

	 23	 Germany

	142	 Ghana

	 18	 Greece

	 86	 Grenada

	121	 Guatemala

	167	 Guinea

	171	 Guinea-Bissau

	110	 Guyana

	148	 Haiti

	117	 Honduras

	 22	 Hong Kong, China (SAR)

	 38	 Hungary

	 1	 Iceland

	132	 India

	109	 Indonesia

	 84	 Iran (Islamic Republic of)

	 5	 Ireland

	 24	 Israel

	 19	 Italy

	 87	 Jamaica

	 8	 Japan

	 90	 Jordan

	 71	 Kazakhstan

	144	 Kenya

	 25	 Korea (Republic of)

	 29	 Kuwait

	122	 Kyrgyzstan

	133	 Lao People’s Democratic Republic

	 44	 Latvia

	 78	 Lebanon

	155	 Lesotho

	176	 Liberia

	 52	 Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

	 43	 Lithuania

	 9	 Luxembourg

	 68	 Macedonia (TFYR)

	143	 Madagascar

	162	 Malawi

	 63	 Malaysia

	 99	 Maldives

	168	 Mali

	 36	 Malta

	140	 Mauritania

	 74	 Mauritius

	 51	 Mexico

	113	 Moldova

	112	 Mongolia

	 64	 Montenegro

	127	 Morocco

	175	 Mozambique

	135	 Myanmar

	129	 Namibia

	145	 Nepal

	 6	 Netherlands

	 20	 New Zealand

	120	 Nicaragua

	174	 Niger

	154	 Nigeria

	 2	 Norway

	106	 Occupied Palestinian Territories
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