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Tigris – Euphrates Watershed 
This report presents an action framework for improving Strategic Water 
Resource Management (S-WRM) in Iraq.  The storyline is clear. The Tigris-
Euphrates (TE) watershed, which was formerly located within the domestic 
boundaries of the Ottoman Empire is now divided by the territories of Turkey, 
Syria, Iraq and effectively the Region of Kurdistan. If the Federal Constitution of 
2005 were to be fully implemented, and new regional entities evolved within 
Iraq, then the complexity of managing the utilization of water resources would 
potentially increase immeasurably, with each upstream administrative division 
enhancing the risk that they divert water in an unsustainable way, to the 
eventual detriment of downstream users. This does not mean that all functions 
of water resource management should remain high centralized, but the report 
identifies increasing administrative divisions, as potential driver of riparian 
conflict should water stress levels increase as predicted. The arguments for a 
fully endorsed Riparian Agreement between the various states has never been 
more compelling, given the long term risks that water-related conflict might 
have in destabilizing regional relations even further.  In identifying the core 
challenges faced by the sector, the report seeks to answer the following key 
questions. How and why relations between the Iraqi state and surrounding 
countries and peripheral borderland regions have shifted over time? 
See inside for more…. 
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MANGING THE TIGRIS EUPHRATES 
WATERSHED: THE CHALLENGE FACING 

IRAQ 
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How regional and international 
political economy issues have 
influenced water resource usage, 
particularly as a result of the recent 
conflict and crisis in Iraq?*

A Twelve-Step Action Plan for 
Strategic Water Resource 
Management emerges from the 
findings, creating a clear 
understanding of the challenges 
facing Iraq.*
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