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ABSTRACf

Landforms and soils of the Khorat Plateau have been explained as largely resulting

from fluvial action and subsequent terrace formation since the pioneering work of MOORMAN

ET  AL., (1964) some three decades ago. However, new research shows that neither this terrace
concept nor the newly favoured concept of widespread aeolian activity with extensive loess-

like deposition is generally applicable. The Khorat Plateau represents an erosional surface that
developed in two main phases under different climatic conditions. In the early Tertiary an

extensive plain associated with deep weathering was formed under humid tropical conditions
extending from the Plateau westwards into the present mountain ranges. The uplands with

Rhodic Ferralsols (Yasothon soils) and the often associated gravel horizons are relics of this
plain.
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