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VAIL, COLORADO
AUGUST  2011

BANFF, ALBERTA
JULY  2011

1-888-567-0100 or 718-778-4241 WWW.KMRTOURS.COM
Please visit our website for a complete list of services, activities, amenities & much more.

THE WERNER BROTHERS of KMR TOURS 

present you with a choice of two
s p e c ta c u l a r va c at i o n s

for summer 2011for summer 2011

Fairmont Banff Springs Resort and Spa 
Stay up to 11 nights.

Vail Cascade Resort and Spa 
Stay up to 14 nights.

both programs include:
three gourmet meals daily | Food Directed by Michael Schick | Featuring 

Cantor Yitzchok Meir Helfgott | chassidishe shechita & cholov yisroel |full-service 
knowledgeable concierge | specialized tours & box lunches | daily minyonim and lectures  

day camp & babysitting | cool weather, low humidity 

SUMMER 2011 WITH KMR 

a summer vacation in the
canadian rockies

a spectacular getaway in the
colorado rockies

OUR 

10TH 

YEAR!

Summer quark6.qxp  3/23/2011  4:27 AM  Page 1





See w hy Maxi O mega-3 
Concentrate™ is s imply t he 
best K osher f ish o il 
supplement in the world:

Higher Potency
Maxi Omega-3 Concentrate™ 
provides 2000mg Omega-3 per 
two capsules, with 660mg EPA 
and 440mg DHA.

  3X Better Absorbed
Enteric coated capsules are 
released in the intestines, where 
the fish oil is immediately 
absorbed. No part of the fish oil 
gets exposed to, or damaged by 
stomach acids.

Easy on the Stomach
Because Maxi Omega-3 
Concentrate™ doesn’t dissolve in 
the stomach, there is absolutely 
no f ishy r epeat, t aste o r 
breath. By the time the fish oil is 
released, it is far away in the 
intestines.

Seamless Capsules
Our new easy-to-swallow soft gel 
capsules will never leak, or you 
get your money back, 
guaranteed!

Quality Glass Bottles
Amber glass offers protection 
from heat, light and moisture, 
prolonging the freshness and 
potency of the fish oil.

Pharmaceutical Purity
Our fish oil is molecularly 
distilled, then rigorously tested 
by an independent lab to ensure 
it is completely free of toxins 
and contaminants.

NSF

Real Research...Real Vitamins...Real Results.

Questions?
info@maxihealth.com

1.800.895.9555
www.maxihealth.com
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Maxi Health Research® is proud to introduce Maxi Omega-3 Concentrate™, 
now stronger and better than ever. This advanced formula gives you the 
most EPA and DHA in a Kosher capsule, and is enteric coated for up to 
triple absorption. But the most dramatic improvement is our new 

one-piece softgel capsule. No leakage or fishy odor!

Read more on the sidebar.

Take a closer look

No other fish oil
comes close

Leaders in Nutritional Science

All-New!

up
to 
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NCYI...At Work 
for the orthodox 
jeWish community
 Young Israel Branch sYnagogues

 Young Israel councIl of raBBIs 

 sYnagogue support servIces

  InternatIonal Young Israel 
  movement- Israel regIon

 YI councIl of raBBIs In Israel

 Youth programs & actIvItIes

 achva Youth summer programs

 Women’s DIvIsIon

 Kashruth certIfIcatIon & eDucatIon

 raBBInIc placement & Development

 raBBInIcs traInIng program

 not-for-profIt management & traInIng

 aDvanceD  eDucatIonal programs

 sIsterhooD support servIces

 shIDDuch programmIng

 Inter-Branch sports leagues

 natIonal conferences

 Young Israel puBlIcatIons

  funD for relIgIous programmIng 
on college campuses

 KIruv/outreach servIces

 aDult eDucatIon

 communal affaIrs

 polItIcal actIon campaIgns

 senIor cItIzens’ programs

 revolvIng loan funD

 natIonal speaKers Bureau

 Benevolent assocIatIon 

 specIal tzeDaKah campaIgns

  “The aims and purposes of the organization shall 
be to foster and maintain a program of spiritual, 
cultural, social and communal activity towards 
the advancement and perpetuation of traditional 
Torah-true Judaism; and to instill into Jewish 
youth an understanding and appreciation of the 
high ethical and spiritual values of Judaism and 
demonstrate the compatibility of the ancient 
faith of Israel with good citizenship.

The organization shall promote cooperation 
among the constituent branches 

now existing and which may 
hereafter be formed, and 
the establishment of a 
close bond of kinship to the 
end that their individual 
and common problems may 

more easily be solved, and 
act as the federated and 

central body for the Young 
I s r a e l Movement so that its influence as 
a force in Jewry may be felt and recognized in 
America and the world over.”
(From the Preamble oF the Young Israel ConstItutIon) 
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The appearance of advertising in this publication does not imply or 
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Viewpoint is now online:  
www.youngisrael.org/content/viewpoint_new.cfm
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FEATURING:

• All Night Learning

• Q&A Sessions

• Babysitting

• Full Day Camp for Kids
     Led by Rabbi Avi Frank

• Masmidim Program
     with Rabbi Dovid Libman HALB

• Pirchei & Bnos Groups

• Daf HaYomi

• Open Bais HaMedrash

SHAVUOS 
RETREAT

SchickMichael
Catering by

R’ Paysach 
Krohn

R’ Doniel Katz
thesongbegins.com

Jerusalem, Israel

Reb. Esther 
Jungreis

SPECIAL 
GUEST 

SPEAKERS

GATEWAYS 
RENOWNED 

SPEAKERS

CONNECTIONS: 
THE SHIDDUCH 

DIVISION OF 
GATEWAYS

Gateways Organization
800-722-3191 • 845-352-0393 
office@gatewaysonline.org 

FOR MORE 
INFO AND 

RESERVATIONS

Meet the Shadchan 
Singles Panel
R’ Yisroel and Ahuva Cherns • R’ Yisrael Friedman 

Mrs. Aviva Ghermazian • Mrs. Sandi Pirutinsky 

Mrs. Fayge Rudman • Mrs. Tammy Schwebel

R’ Yonason 
Shippel

R’ Mordechai 
Suchard

R’ Jonathan 
Rietti

R’ Mordechai 
Becher

Mrs. Debbie 
Greenblatt

Tues, June 7 – Fri, June 10, 2011
stamford plaza hotel | stamford, ct

All New Topics and Presentations for Singles, Couples & Families
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Jews in locales on every continent around the 

world have been enrolling in Dirshu’s Daf HaYomi 

B’Halacha program and attending daily shiurim by 

the thousands.

Daf HaYomi B’Halacha is a most remarkable, 

practical halacha program. Participants will learn 

not only the words of the Mishna Berurah  

but also learn and understand the rulings of  

the great poskim on thousands of modern,  

practical questions!  

Optional monthly bechinas are available, with 

stipends awarded based on successful scores.

Join today, become cognizant of  
shmiras halacha, and bring  
Hakadosh Baruch Hu into your daily life!

Daf HaYomi B’Halacha

Why is Dirshu’s Daf HaYomi 
B’Halacha the fastest 

growing and now the largest 
halacha program in the world? 
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To receive your FREE pocket-sized color luach, 
containing the daily limud schedules of  
Daf HaYomi Bavli, Daf HaYomi Yerushalmi and  
Daf HaYomi B’Halacha -  
or - to find a shiur near you,  
please contact Dirshu at:

888-5-DIRSHU

For information regarding international Daf HaYomi B’Halacha shiurim: 
Dirshu Eretz Yisrael: 02-560-9000 / Dirshu Europe: +44 [0]7967 228624

ENGLISH: 1 for English, 3 for Halacha, then 19 for Dirshu shiurim,  
1 for Daf HaYomi B’Halacha. 

Then choose:  
1 for Rabbi Kahan, 2 for Rabbi Kantor, 3 for Rabbi Smith,   
4 for Rabbi Platnick and 5 for Rabbi Hofstedter.

YIDDISH: 3 for Yiddish,  3 for Halacha, 30 for Rav Gips

Access Daf HaYomi B’Halacha shiurim any time via  
the Kol Haloshon Network: USA: 718-906-6400 / Canada: 416-800-2146

To listen live during a shiur, press “*” from the main menu,  
listen and select the shiur you want

From Ashdod to Antwerp,  
Paris to Passaic, Thousands Have Made  

Daf HaYomi B’Halacha Their Daily Limud

micnel dklda ineid sc ly cenil
 zay zekld ,b wlg ,dxexa dpyn 

DHB Viewpoint_Ashdod, Week 3, 3-16-11.indd   1 3/15/2011   12:03:02 PM

 Special Section: Israel Ministry of Tourism, Designed by Muzi Mazal Husni
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National  Council of Young Israel• International Young Israel Movement

Centennial Celebration
Recognizing 100 Years of Young Israel

Sunday november 13, 2011 • 16 CheShvan 5772
TerraCe on The Park, FluShing, QueenS, ny

 Honoring our Founders, Visionaries and Activists • Honoring our Branch Synagogues and their Leadership
Honoring our Eternal Commitment to Torah True Judaism and the Standards of Our Movement

Why is this night NOT different
from all other nights?

BecauseÊ MagenÊ DavidÊ AdomÊ remainsÊ onÊ alertÊ andÊ readyÊ toÊ raceÊ toÊ theÊ
sceneÊ ofÊ anyÊ emergency,Ê fromÊ rocketÊ andÊ terrorÊ attacksÊ toÊ illnesses,Ê

accidents,Ê heartÊ attacksÊ andÊ childbirth.

SinceÊ 1930,Ê MDAÊ hasÊ beenÊ thereÊ forÊ
allÊ ofÊ Israel’sÊ peopleÊ andÊ forÊ eightÊ
decadesÊ AmericanÊ FriendsÊ ofÊ
MagenÊ DavidÊ AdomÊ hasÊ stoodÊ withÊ
them.Ê ThanksÊ toÊ AFMDA’sÊ steadfastÊ
support,Ê Ê theÊ braveÊ menÊ andÊ womenÊ
whoÊ areÊ Israel’sÊ world-renownedÊ
firstÊ respondersÊ haveÊ theÊ training,Ê
medicalÊ suppliesÊ andÊ equipment,Ê
vehicles,Ê facilitiesÊ andÊ
communicationsÊ devicesÊ theyÊ need.

MedicalÊ emergenciesÊ doÊ notÊ stopÊ
onÊ holidaysÊ andÊ IsraelÊ reliesÊ onÊ
MagenÊ DavidÊ AdomÊ toÊ answerÊ everyÊ
call.Ê MDAÊ reliesÊ onÊ AFMDAÊ andÊ we,Ê
inÊ turn,Ê relyÊ onÊ yourÊ supportÊ toÊ
enableÊ usÊ all,Ê together,Ê toÊ saveÊ livesÊ
inÊ Israel.

AmericanÊ FriendsÊ ofÊ MagenÊ DavidÊ AdomÊ supportsÊ theÊ lifesavingÊ effortsÊ ofÊ MagenÊ DavidÊ Adom,Ê whichÊ providesÊ
Israel’sÊ pre-hospitalÊ emergencyÊ medicalÊ care,Ê includingÊ disaster,Ê ambulanceÊ andÊ bloodÊ services.

Please Donate:  www.afmda.org

Happy Passover!

352 Seventh Avenue, Suite 400
New York, NY 10001

(866) 632-2763 • info@afmda.org

In Israel:    057-761-4220      IsraelOffice@afmda.org

 BUILDERS PAGE .................................$25,000  SILVER PAGE .................................... $2,000
 FOUNDERS PAGE ..............................  $18,000  FULL PAGE.........................................$1,200
 BENEFACTOR PAGE ..........................$10,000  HALF PAGE .......................................... $800
 PLATINUM PAGE .................................$5,000  QUARTER PAGE* ............................... $400
 DIAMOND PAGE ..................................$3,600  EIGHTH PAGE .................................... $200
 GOLD PAGE ............................................$2,500  GREETINGS .......................................... $100

name _________________________________________________________________________________________

address _______________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ______________________________________ telephone __________________________________

E-mail ____________________________________________ Branch _____________________________________

*A donation of $500 entitles you to an ad and two complimentary dinner tickets

Please make checks payable to Young Israel Programs. You may register online @ www.youngisrael.org/dinner2011
nCYI , 111 John Street, Suite 450, new York, nY 10038 Fax 212-727-9526 

Please attach your desired ad copy
If you wish to pay by credit card, please supply the following information:

Credit Card number _________________________________ exp date _______________ cv# _________________
For more information or to make a reservation: email dinner@youngisrael.org  

a synagogue and/or personal ad in the national Council of Young Israel Dinner Journal is the perfect way to express your  
appreciation to the national Council of Young Israel, its lay leadership, and professional staff for their activities and services.   

We thank you, in advance.

  Please Accept My Journal Ad

1912 - 2012
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Jews in locales on every continent around the 

world have been enrolling in Dirshu’s Daf HaYomi 

B’Halacha program and attending daily shiurim by 

the thousands.

Daf HaYomi B’Halacha is a most remarkable, 

practical halacha program. Participants will learn 

not only the words of the Mishna Berurah  

but also learn and understand the rulings of  

the great poskim on thousands of modern,  

practical questions!  

Optional monthly bechinas are available, with 

stipends awarded based on successful scores.

Join today, become cognizant of  
shmiras halacha, and bring  
Hakadosh Baruch Hu into your daily life!

Daf HaYomi B’Halacha

Why is Dirshu’s Daf HaYomi 
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containing the daily limud schedules of  
Daf HaYomi Bavli, Daf HaYomi Yerushalmi and  
Daf HaYomi B’Halacha -  
or - to find a shiur near you,  
please contact Dirshu at:

888-5-DIRSHU

For information regarding international Daf HaYomi B’Halacha shiurim: 
Dirshu Eretz Yisrael: 02-560-9000 / Dirshu Europe: +44 [0]7967 228624

Daf HaYomi Bavli, Daf HaYomi Yerushalmi and  

or - to find a shiur near you, 

ENGLISH: 1 for English, 3 for Halacha, then 19 for Dirshu shiurim,  
1 for Daf HaYomi B’Halacha. 

Then choose:  
1 for Rabbi Kahan, 2 for Rabbi Kantor, 3 for Rabbi Smith,   
4 for Rabbi Platnick and 5 for Rabbi Hofstedter.

YIDDISH: 3 for Yiddish,  3 for Halacha, 30 for Rav Gips

Access Daf HaYomi B’Halacha shiurim any time via  
the Kol Haloshon Network: USA: 718-906-6400 / Canada: 416-800-2146

To listen live during a shiur, press “*” from the main menu,  
listen and select the shiur you want

From Ashdod to Antwerp,  
Paris to Passaic, Thousands Have Made  

Daf HaYomi B’Halacha Their Daily Limud

micnel dklda ineid sc ly cenil
 zay zekld ,b wlg ,dxexa dpyn 

DHB Viewpoint_Ashdod, Week 3, 3-16-11.indd   1 3/15/2011   12:03:02 PM
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Why is this night NOT different
from all other nights?

BecauseÊ MagenÊ DavidÊ AdomÊ remainsÊ onÊ alertÊ andÊ readyÊ toÊ raceÊ toÊ theÊ
sceneÊ ofÊ anyÊ emergency,Ê fromÊ rocketÊ andÊ terrorÊ attacksÊ toÊ illnesses,Ê

accidents,Ê heartÊ attacksÊ andÊ childbirth.

SinceÊ 1930,Ê MDAÊ hasÊ beenÊ thereÊ forÊ
allÊ ofÊ Israel’sÊ peopleÊ andÊ forÊ eightÊ
decadesÊ AmericanÊ FriendsÊ ofÊ
MagenÊ DavidÊ AdomÊ hasÊ stoodÊ withÊ
them.Ê ThanksÊ toÊ AFMDA’sÊ steadfastÊ
support,Ê Ê theÊ braveÊ menÊ andÊ womenÊ
whoÊ areÊ Israel’sÊ world-renownedÊ
firstÊ respondersÊ haveÊ theÊ training,Ê
medicalÊ suppliesÊ andÊ equipment,Ê
vehicles,Ê facilitiesÊ andÊ
communicationsÊ devicesÊ theyÊ need.

MedicalÊ emergenciesÊ doÊ notÊ stopÊ
onÊ holidaysÊ andÊ IsraelÊ reliesÊ onÊ
MagenÊ DavidÊ AdomÊ toÊ answerÊ everyÊ
call.Ê MDAÊ reliesÊ onÊ AFMDAÊ andÊ we,Ê
inÊ turn,Ê relyÊ onÊ yourÊ supportÊ toÊ
enableÊ usÊ all,Ê together,Ê toÊ saveÊ livesÊ
inÊ Israel.

AmericanÊ FriendsÊ ofÊ MagenÊ DavidÊ AdomÊ supportsÊ theÊ lifesavingÊ effortsÊ ofÊ MagenÊ DavidÊ Adom,Ê whichÊ providesÊ
Israel’sÊ pre-hospitalÊ emergencyÊ medicalÊ care,Ê includingÊ disaster,Ê ambulanceÊ andÊ bloodÊ services.

Please Donate:  www.afmda.org

Happy Passover!

352 Seventh Avenue, Suite 400
New York, NY 10001

(866) 632-2763 • info@afmda.org

In Israel:    057-761-4220      IsraelOffice@afmda.org
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At the Seder we are supposed to re-
member. Unfortunately, through the ages, 
the nations of the world have taken great 
pains to assure that we would have a lot to 
remember. 

Just a week before Purim, the Fogel 
family was savagely attacked and mur-
dered by vicious terrorists. Young children 
were stabbed to death. We seem sur-
prised, perhaps because we have stopped 
remembering - Chevron, Maalot, the Park 
Hotel, Sbarro’s…the list 
goes on and on. Perhaps 
we need to forget them 
because the enormity of 
the suffering would be 
too much for our collec-
tive psyches to bear. These 
things were never sup-
posed to happen in Israel, 
where the Zionist dream 
was meant to transform us 
into a nation like any other 
nation of the world. 

 A few weeks ago, I 
heard former Israeli PM 
Tzipi Livni decry the fact 
that large portions of the 
Israeli population were 
not Zionists. She singled out two groups: 
Arabs and ultra-Orthodox Jews.   

It is difficult to hear politicians and pun-
dits claim that the ultra-Orthodox are not 
Zionists, when they are the fastest grow-
ing segment of the Israeli Jewish popula-
tion. In fact, even the old claim that the 
ultra-Orthodox don’t serve in the Army 
is no longer true.  The number of soldiers 
serving in the Nachal Chareidi continues 
to grow, while secular Jews are avoiding 
reserve duty in record numbers. 

Over the last two years when I have 
made visits to Army bases, I have been 
surprised by the number of secular Ameri-
cans serving in the Israeli Army. Many of 
these young men and women came to 
Israel for the first time with Birthright and 
decided to return or remain and enlist. 
Others realized their dream of moving to 
Israel and supporting its people by joining 
the IDF. Some told me that they still had 

trouble with the Hebrew language and 
that their commanders and fellow soldiers 
had to adjust to enable them to commu-
nicate.  These young men and women are 
certainly Zionists. 

When I recently visited Ariel, I heard 
Tammy Silberschein speak. Tammy grew 
up in New Jersey, attended Orthodox high 
school and became Orthodox. She moved 
to Israel and eventually, with her family, 
settled in Gush Katif. After the disengage-

ment, her family was re-
located to Ariel. Speaking 
in Ariel, Tammy explained 
that although many of 
the other Gush Katif refu-
gees relocated to Nitzan, 
she and her husband de-
cided that since HaShem 
brought them to Ariel, He 
had a reason and they re-
mained there.  Because Ar-
iel is across the Green Line, 
and it has been subjected 
to various construction 
freezes, Tammy, her hus-
band and seven children 
live in a caravan. 

Tammy asked me what 
organization I represented, and I told her, 
“Young Israel.” She wasn’t really sure what 
that was, and I then asked her if she re-
membered the people who distributed 
Purim costumes to all the children after 
the disengagement.  Her eyes lit up. She 
told me how important those costumes 
were to the children and how they lifted 
everyone’s spirits.  

Zionists may have different levels of 
religious observance and wear different 
head coverings. But regardless of these 
differences their love for Israel and its peo-
ple makes them all Zionists. It is with great 
pride that we dedicate this third special is-
sue of Viewpoint to Zionism. 

I wish everyone a Chag Kash-
er V’sameach and L’Shana Habaah 
B’Yirushalayim Habinuya.

 
Shlomo Z. Mostofsky 

       President

With US ambassador to Greece  
Daniel B. Smith

With Israel ambassador to Greece 
Aryeh Mekel

Tammy Silberschein

Shlomo Z. Mostofsky with  
Mr. Dry Bones,  Yaakov Kirschen  

With the artist Yaakov Agam 

Caravans in 
Ariel where 
Gush Katif 
families still 
live 

12   •  NatioNal CouNCil of YouNg israel    viewpoiNt spriNg 5771/2011

 •
   

 s
pe

Ci
al

 Z
io

N
is

m
 is

su
e 

iii
 

    NatioNal CouNCil of YouNg israel    viewpoiNt spriNg 5771/2011   •   13

Message from the President



With our Spring 2011 is-
sue of Viewpoint magazine, 
we offer our third special 
presentation, “Zionism in 
our time III,” a collection of 
essays and articles discuss-
ing the meaning and place 
of Zionism at this time in our 
history.  Why is it so impor-
tant to talk about Zionism 
yet again? What is there to 
say that has not been said 
many times over? the an-
swers to these questions are 
simply stated:  In the con-
temporary political world, 
Israel is in a difficult and 
dangerous position. It is our 
duty and responsibility as 
Jews to take a stand, and 
to present Israel’s case in-
telligently, fearlessly and 
without equivocation. In 
order to undertake this 
task, we need to have the 
facts readily at our finger-
tips and furthermore, un-
derstand their implications, 
for the stakes are very high 
– the survival of Israel as a 
nation is hanging in the bal-
ance.  many, perhaps most 
aspects of the situation are 
outside of our control, but, 
to the extent that we are 
able to act, it is incumbent 
upon us to speak out and to 
act on our own behalf.

many of the articles in 
this issue explore the issue 
of hasbara – the dissemina-
tion of information – public 
relations.  How is this most 
useful  and vital tool in the 
ongoing psychological war 
being applied? Is the case of 
the State of Israel being put 
forth in the most cogent 
and forceful manner?  many 
argue that this effort has 
seriously failed. there are 
many voices and thoughts 
expressed here by writers 
we turn to for sage and in-

formed commentary, mela-
nie Phillips, Charles Jacobs, 
among them, who make 
imaginative and innovative 
suggestions for an alternate 
approach.  

no less essential to our 
survival, is a firm and un-
shakeable belief in our right 
to have a sovereign Jewish 
nation – a belief that has 
faltered in some quarters 
over the years. In this is-
sue of Viewpoint there are 
also voices speaking of the 
love of Zion, beautifully ex-
pressed on the cover and 
the article by beloved Dry 
Bones cartoonist, Yaakov 
Kirschen.  You can read 
about the courageous and 
inspiring actions of the new 
Guardians, who are put-
ting their lives on the line 
to preserve Jewish pres-
ence in the Galil, and about 
the efforts of groups such 
as CamEra, StandWithUs 
and Hasbara Fellowships 
to monitor the media and 
take action to refute the lies 
that currently abound in the 
public sphere.  We hope you 
will find information and in-
spiration in this special is-
sue and that together, we 
will stand with Israel in the 
unity that distinguishes am 
Yisrael at its best.

Wishing all the Young 
Israel family and friends a 
Chag Kosher v’Sameach, 

Esther Altmann 
Editor
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From the Editor

R-L: Rabbi Shlomo Amar, Sephardic Chief Rabbi of Israel; Rabbi 
Pesach Lerner, NCYI

We are proud to pres-
ent the third in a series of 
Special Editions of NCYI 
Viewpoint Magazine 
dedicated to Israel and 
Zionism.

We are often asked, 
why does nCYI focus so 
much on Israel, on Zion-
ism?

there are many obvi-
ous responses, many of 
them you can read in this 
issue and previous issues.  
allow me to add one more: 
King Solomon, in his liturgi-
cal poem, “Shir HaShirim,” 
the Song of Songs, chap-
ter 2, verse 9, writes: “(In 
His swiftness to redeem 
me), my Beloved is like a 
gazelle or a young hart, (I 
thought I would be forever 
alone), but behold, He was 
standing behind our wall, 
observing through the 
windows, peering through 
the lattices.”

our Sages explain (see 
medrash rabbah and Yal-
kut Shimoni) that “our 
wall” refers to the Kotel 
Hamaaravi, the Western 
Wall of the temple mount. 
G-d stands behind the 
Western Wall; the Shechi-
nah, the Divine Presence 

has never departed from 
the Western Wall; G-d has 
sworn that it, the West-
ern Wall, will never be de-
stroyed.

Where else in the world 
can one experience the 
Shechinah, the Divine 
Presence? Where else can 
one see – right in front of 
our eyes – the fulfillment of 
a promise made thousands 
of years ago, that the West-
ern Wall will never be de-
stroyed?  During the times 
other nations of the world 
controlled Jerusalem, they 
could have destroyed the 
Western Wall, but they 
didn’t. Why? Because they 
could not; G-d promised 
otherwise. 

Jerusalem and Israel 
are the center of the uni-
verse. That is why NCYI 
gives it so much atten-
tion, attention they de-
serve. 

We hope you will enjoy 
this issue. 

Have a wonderful 
Pesach-Passover Holiday. 

Rabbi Pesach Lerner
Executive Vice President

Message from Executive Office



Rabbi Dovid Weinberger of Congregation Shaarey Torah of Law-
rence, NY

Rabbi Moshe Taub, YI of Greater Buffalo, NY, addressing the group 
at Yeshivas Ner Yisrael in Baltimore, MD

At session at YI of Bedford Bay-Madison, Brooklyn, NYRabbi Chaim Wasserman, Rabbi Emeritus, YI of Passaic-Clifton, NJ, 
Co-President, Council of YI Rabbis in Israel

NCYI RabbINIC TRaININg PROgRaM 2010-2011 
COORdINaTEd bY RabbI bINYOMIN HaMMER, dIRECTOR OF RabbINIC SERvICES, NCYI

NCYI on the move

NCYI aNd El al aIRlINES: a STRONg RElaTIONSHIP

R: Danny Saadon, Vice President, EL AL Airlines, North and  Central 
America, replacing Offer Gat, who is moving to Israel and will be 
the new Vice President, Global Sales, EL AL Israeli Airlines

R-L: El Al President/CEO Elyezer Shkedy, Rabbi Pesach Lerner, NCYI
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A fashion accessory since 1818

Coffee Sourz
1 part Coffee Heering Liqueur

1 part lemon juice
1 part sugar syrup

Heering Latte
2 parts Coffee Heering Liqueur

4 parts warm skimmed milk
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Coffee Sourz
1 part Coffee Heering Liqueur
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1 part sugar syrup

Heering Latte
2 parts Coffee Heering Liqueur
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Heering®Liqueurs. ©Imported by Kindred Spirits of North America, Inc. Miami, FL. www.kindredspiritsusa.com
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CHERRY HEERING ¨ Liqueur, purveyor to H.M. Queen Margrethe II of  
Denmark and  H.M. Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom, has 
been produced since 1818 and is the original Ò Cherry Brandy.Ó

COFFEE HEERING̈ Liqueur continues the tradition by delivering a rare  
blend of Caribbean rum, dark coffee and rich cocoa. It can be savored  
in a number of cocktails, or neat with ice. www.heering.com

Parve



At NCYI Headquarters, L-R: Ido Aha-
roni, Israel Counsel General of NY, 
Rabbi Pesach Lerner, Exec. VP, NCYI.

At a meeting discussing Israel and Jonathan Pollard. L-R: Shlomo 
Z. Mostofsky, NCYI Pres., NY Senator Charles Schumer, Rabbi 
Pesach Lerner, NCYI Exec. Vice Pres., Dr. Chanania Gang, NCYI 
Exec. Board Member

Rabbi Pesach Lerner, presenting $30,000 check to Israel 
Trauma Coalition Haifa Emergency Fund, monies raised 
from YI Membership. R-L: Talia Levanon, Dir. ITC; Omer 
Egozi, Dir. Resource Development, ITC; Rabbi Pesach Lerner.

NCYI on the move

NCYI'S FOCuS ON ISRaEl

L-R: Nir Barkat, Mayor of Jerusa-
lem, Rabbi Pesach Lerner

R-L: Israel Ambassador to the U.S. Michael Oren, J.D. Golden of 
Houston, TX, Past NCYI Dinner Honoree, Rabbi Pesach Lerner, 
NCYI at International Israel Allies Caucus Foundation Event, Capi-
tol Hill, Washington, DC

Rabbi Pesach Lerner, NCYI, at Israel Air Force base in Central Israel, as guest of base commander and base rabbi
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What does a senior citizen do 
with the extreme changes 
in the weather conditions? 

Winter conditions  not seen in recent 
memory, summers with temperatures 
continuously in the 90s. Day after day 
challenges a younger person would 
find daunting. add to that fixed in-
come and huge raises in the cost of liv-
ing.  Day after day it’s the same all over 
again. Where to go for help?

national Council of Young Israel 
to the rescue. Funded by the new 
York City Department for the aging 
(DFta) and sponsored by Young Israel 
Programs,  our Senior Centers are car-
ing for new York’s older folks in three 
areas of Queens and  in Brooklyn. Cli-

ents from all walks of life, from 60 to 
the high 90s enjoy a variety of Glatt 
Kosher food and activities 5 days each 
week.

these dynamic, active, modern 
activity magnets are located in For-
est Hills, Queens Valley, Wavecrest/ 
Bayswater of  the rockaways and mid-
wood in Brooklyn, they are designed 
to encourage those over 60 to get out 
and interact with others of similar in-
terests. Based on that Glatt kosher 
catered noon meal, the day begins as 
early as 9 am with arranged transpor-
tation,  for those in need. addition-
ally, DFta has added funding to allow 
seniors to enjoy the centers’ pleasant 
atmosphere with extended hours, re-
ducing the impact of heating and air 

conditioning costs on their fixed in-
come. 

Upon arrival, coffee and light fare 
are available and there are a variety 
of activities to keep attendees busy 
until lunch.  Physically, there is yoga, 
tai chi, reflexology and standard ex-
ercise classes.  arts and Crafts include 
painting, bead work, quilting, sewing, 
cooking. all centers have guest speak-
ers and programs from major national 
organizations dealing with current is-
sues of health and well being. monthly 
birthday parties and live entertain-
ment bring the group closer together, 
as do trips to the many activities the 
new York area has to offer. afternoons 
include learning groups, movies, lec-
tures and whatever games a group 

on march 3rd, 2011, ny state 
Assembly, senate and ny city 
council released their lists of  
senior centers to cLose due  
to budget cuts. the following  
young israels will lose their 
programs if the elected officials 
allow this to go into effect:.  

Young Israel of Forest Hills  
Senior League
Young Israel of Wavecrest/Bayswater 
Senior League
Young Israel of Bedford Bay/Madison 

Emails, calls and letters from Young 
Israelites nation-wide will show your 
concern and wishes that the 40 years 
of Glatt Kosher service, open to all 
Seniors regardless of their beliefs, is 
continued. 

Governor Cuomo: (518) 474-8390  

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver: 
(212) 312-1420 

You can also contact the centers 
directly for additional ways  
to show support.

YOuNg ISRaEl PROgRaMS SENIOR CENTERS 

NCYI on the move

 by Henry N. Alper, Director of Senior Operations
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NCYI on the move

Young Israel of Forest Hills 
Senior League
68-07 Burns Street , 
Flushing NY 11375
Telephone: 718-520-2305
Director: Susan Rabinowicz

Young Israel of Queens Valley 
Senior League
141-55 77th Avenue, 
Flushing, NY 11367 
Telephone: 718-263-6995
Director: Alan Gombo

Young Israel of Wavecrest/
Bayswater Senior League
2716 Healy Avenue
Far Rockaway, NY 11691
Telephone: 718-327-0297
Director: Fay Gross

Young Israel Senior Services of 
Midwood
1694 Ocean Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11230
Telephone: 718-253-7800
 Director: Sarah Klein

Young Israel of Bedford Bay/
Madison 
2114 Brown Street
Brooklyn, NY 11229
718-332-4120 

For those wishing more 
information for them-
selves or those they 
feel would benefit, 
contact information 
for the centers follows:

.

P

1.1.
Why does 

Passover food 
always taste  

bland?

a:a:a
Itæ doesnÍ tæ haveæ to!

Tip!

Season chicken, veal or steak and  

bake or broil as you normally would.

Coat liberally with Gold’s sweet or  

savory sauces and brown under  

the broiler for 5 minutes for a  

flavor and texture boost. 

GOLDS

wishes to organize.
With 21st Century technology widely available, DFta has 

granted the centers computers as well as web sites to pro-
vide the public with wider access to the details of the pro-
grams. Using the search engine of choice (Yahoo; Google; 
etc) these sites can be located. It is advisable to contact each 
center to ensure the accuracy of the information. With the 
city’s financial belt tightening home delivery of meals was 
moved to central organizations, such as JaSa. 

on the financially positive side, the Council for Jewish 
material Claims against Germany granted funding to the 
midwood center for a special monthly gathering known as 
“Café Europa” honoring Holocaust survivors and open to all. 
the Forest Hills center was able to fully modernize its 30 year 
old dining room, kitchen, office and sanitary facilities  thanks 
to their local government representatives prior to the bud-
get crunch.
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In an effort to educate people about 
protecting children from improper 
behavior, the Queens, nY Jewish 

community hosted a critical program 
that focused on prevention, awareness 
and action strategies.  the program, 
which is entitled, “Keep Kids Safe from 
Inappropriate Behavior at School and 
in the neighborhood,” took place on 
Sunday, January 2, 2011 at the Young 
Israel of Kew Gardens Hills, new 
York.  the program drew hundreds 
of concerned parents, grandparents, 
teachers, and rabbonim, and was pro-
vided as a community service by the 
national Council of Young Israel, the 
Queens Jewish Community Council, 
the Queens County District attorney’s 
office, the Vaad Harabonim of Queens, 
and JBFCS’ UJa-Federation’s Partners 
in Caring @Pride of Judea.

rabbi noach Isaac oelbaum, the 
mara D’asra of Congregation nachlas 
Yitzchak in Queens, new York, dis-
cussed halachic perspectives; Dr. Sh-
loimie Zimmerman, Psy.D, a psycholo-
gist in private practice in Brooklyn, 

new York, spoke about psychological 
perspectives; and Lois raff, Esq., Coun-
sel to the Queens County District at-
torney, dealt with legal perspectives.  
the communal response was given by 
rabbi Zvi Y. Gluck, Clergy/Liaison to 
the Community affairs Division, nYPD/
Queens South; other community lead-
ers who spoke during the program in-
cluded rabbi Yoel  Schonfeld, rabbi, 
Young Israel of Kew Gardens Hills and 
President, Vaad Harabonim of Queens; 
and Daniel maurer, the President of 
the Young Israel of Kew Gardens Hills, 
Warren Hecht, Esq., President of the 
Queens Jewish Community Council, 
Jay Horowitz, LmSW, therapist, JBFCS, 
Pride of Judea, and rebbetzin Judi 
Steinig, Director of Programming, na-
tional Council of Young Israel.

To obtain the CD recording of the pro-
gram, contact Zalman Umlas, 718-252-
5274; for more information or bring this 
program to your community, call Rebbetzin 
Judi Steinig, at 212-929-1525, ext 112 or send 
an e-mail to jsteinig@youngisrael.org

NCYI on the move

KeepKidsSafe
PRESENTEd FOR  
THE QuEENS, NY  

COMMuNITY

Speakers and Community leaders for KeepKidsSafe included:  (left to right): Standing:  
Rabbi Yoel Schonfeld, Daniel Maurer, Jay Horowitz, Warren Hecht, Rebbetzin Judi Steinig, 
and Rechel Schoenfeld.  (seated): Rabbi Noach Isaac Oelbaum, Rabby Zvi Y. Gluck, Dr. Sh-
loimie Zimmerman, Psy.D., and Lois Raff

Hundreds of people from the Queens community listened attentively to the halachic per-
spectives given by Rabbi Noach Isaac Oelbaum.  
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NCYI on the move

The national Council of Young Israel presented a region-
al Women’s Leadership Seminar on Sunday, February 27, 
2011, at the Young Israel of oceanside, new York. Sister-

hood leadership of Young Israel of oceanside, Young Israel of 
north Woodmere, Young Israel of Hewlett, and Young Israel 
of Hillcrest participated in the interactive program that was 
led by rebbetzin Judi Steinig, Director of Programming, na-
tional Council of Young Israel.  rebbetzin Steinig discussed 
the changing roles of sisterhoods throughout the Young Is-
rael movement and provided many ideas for programming, 
fundraising, publicity, and strategies for Sisterhood and Syn-
agogue growth. to bring this program to your community, 
call 212-929-1525 x112, or send an email to jsteinig@youngis-
rael.org.  

Participating in the Regional Women’s Leadership Seminar were: 
standing left to right: Shira Kessock, Rebbetzin Judi Steinig, Amy 
Goodstein, Shani Cohen, Leah Diamond
(seated) left to right:  Ellen Abberbock, Sharon Lindenauer, Leah 
Schanke, Sheila Feirstein, Tamara Haviv, Lorraine Grun, and Sondra 
Gottesman. (Not pictured but in attendance at the program were 
Natalie Hirschel, Esther Weinstein-Krown, and Rochelle Zabusky.)

lONg ISlaNd,  NY REgIONal 
WOMEN’S lEadERSHIP SEMINaR

Following the Women’s Leadership Seminar, representatives of 
the participating Young Israels stayed to network with each other.

P

a:a:a
Itæ doesnÍ tæ haveæ to!

2 Why is  
Horseradish  

always either  
red or white?

Itæ doesnÍ tæ haveæ to!

Tip!

Gold’s Wasabi Sauce is the perfect 

complement to any Cuisine.

Spread some Gold’s Wasabi Sauce inside 

a leaf of Boston Lettuce. Lay strips of 

gefilte fish, cucumber and/or scallions. 

Roll up and slice as you would Sushi  

for a creative snack or appetizer.
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Prima Hotels Israel Ltd  105 Hayarkon St. Tel Aviv 63432
www.prima.co.il e-mail: sales@prima.co.il Tel: 972-3-5275660 Fax: 972-3-7602244

Create memories of
a unique vacation

Enjoy the distinctive hospitality, design,
atmosphere, flavors and style of each of our hotels

w
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il

DEAD SEA
Spa Club, our dedicated Spa hotel, offers a quiet

refuge and rejuvenating experience for your mind,
soul, and body

Oasis Dead Sea, for a perfect fun vacation for
the entire family

EILAT
Prima Music, a vibrantly designed hotel dedicated

to and influenced by music, complete with a calm
and relaxing atmosphere

TIBERIAS
Prima Galil, freshly renovated, offering the colors,

tastes, aromas and culture of the Galilee region
Prima Too, newly renovated, located next to the

Prima Galil, an ideal base to explore the Galilee and
the Golan Heights

JERUSALEM
Prima Royale, situated in the posh Talbieh

neighborhood, reflects the cultural riches and
immaculate detail of the great City of Jerusalem

Prima Kings, a Glatt Kosher landmark in the City
center, offers majestic hospitality and regal design

Prima Palace, a Glatt and Agudah Kosher hotel,
next to the Geula neighborhood with a Haredi
atmosphere and dignified design

TEL AVIV
Prima Tel Aviv, superbly located across from the

lovely sea promenade, reflects the spirit, culture and
history of the White City
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NCYI on the move

The 6th annual West 
Coast Women’s Pro-
grams were held re-

cently, sponsored by the 
national Council of Young 
Israel and the rabbinical 
Council of California at YI 
of Hancock Park.  the first 
event, on February 13th 
was attended by reb-
betzins from many areas 
of Southern California. 
rebbetzin Bracha Goldberger from Kehillas tiferes Yisroel, 
Faculty, maalot Seminary, Baltimore, mD spoke on “a Happy 
Family order”: What do we want for our children? What do 
our children need from us? " mrs. Chaya Sauer, LCSW, associ-
ate Exec. Dir., Jewish Family Service of Los angeles, spoke on: 
“rebbetzin as mentor: Friend, Guide or Counselor?”  the reb-
betzins were a diverse group of ages, experience, and hash-
kafos.  on Sunday evening the women and girls of the greater 
community were invited to hear rebbetzin Goldberger. Prior 
to Sunday’s events, rebbetzin Judi Steinig, program coordi-
nator,  was hosted for Shabbat by mara D’asra rabbi Zvi and 
rebbetzin tzipporah Block of YI of Valley Village.  on Shab-
bos afternoon, rebbetzin Steinig gave a shiur for the women 
and girls of the community on candle lighting.

6TH aNNual WEST COaST  
WOMEN’S PROgRaMS

Rebbetzin Bracha Goldberger addresses the West Coast 
Rebbetzins' Conference

L-R: Rebbetzin Fruma Krause, YI of Hancock Park, Rebbetzin Jor-
dana Topp, Beth Jacob Congregation, former Rebbetzin of Y Israel 
of Woodmere, Rebbetzin Bracha Rubanowitz, YI of Los Angeles, 
Rebbetzin Ellen Fischer, YI of Orange County, Rebbetzin Judi 
Steinig, NCYI; ,  Rebbetzin Bracha Goldberger, Presenter, and Reb-
betzin Michelle Klein, YI of Northridge.

P

a:a:a
3Why does my  

Passover Brisket  
always taste the 

same?

Tip!

For an enhanced, richer flavor rub  

prepared horseradish on the brisket and 

whisk some more into the meaty sauce 

for a little zest just before serving.

Visit:  
www.goldshorseradish.com/new/2.html 

for complete recipe and instructions

Itæ doesnÍ tæ haveæ to!
L-R: Rebbetzin Judi Steinig, 
Rebbetzin Tzipporah Block, & Rabbi 
Tzvi Block of YI of Valley Village, CA

Prima Hotels Israel Ltd  105 Hayarkon St. Tel Aviv 63432
www.prima.co.il e-mail: sales@prima.co.il Tel: 972-3-5275660 Fax: 972-3-7602244

Create memories of
a unique vacation

Enjoy the distinctive hospitality, design,
atmosphere, flavors and style of each of our hotels

w
w

w.
vi

ln
ai

.c
o.

il

DEAD SEA
Spa Club, our dedicated Spa hotel, offers a quiet

refuge and rejuvenating experience for your mind,
soul, and body

Oasis Dead Sea, for a perfect fun vacation for
the entire family

EILAT
Prima Music, a vibrantly designed hotel dedicated

to and influenced by music, complete with a calm
and relaxing atmosphere

TIBERIAS
Prima Galil, freshly renovated, offering the colors,

tastes, aromas and culture of the Galilee region
Prima Too, newly renovated, located next to the

Prima Galil, an ideal base to explore the Galilee and
the Golan Heights

JERUSALEM
Prima Royale, situated in the posh Talbieh

neighborhood, reflects the cultural riches and
immaculate detail of the great City of Jerusalem

Prima Kings, a Glatt Kosher landmark in the City
center, offers majestic hospitality and regal design

Prima Palace, a Glatt and Agudah Kosher hotel,
next to the Geula neighborhood with a Haredi
atmosphere and dignified design

TEL AVIV
Prima Tel Aviv, superbly located across from the

lovely sea promenade, reflects the spirit, culture and
history of the White City

    NatioNal CouNCil of YouNg israel    viewpoiNt spriNg 5771/2011   •   23

• 
   

sp
eC

ia
l 

Zi
o

N
is

m
 is

su
e 

iii
 



International Young Israel Movement - Israel Region

on thursday January 20th, 2011 
members and friends of IYIm ISra-
EL  region celebrated  the  inaugura-
tion  of the new office of IYIm  - Israel 
region on the 4th floor of the famed 
Heichal Shlomo building next door 
to the Jerusalem Great Synagogue. 
the intimate crowd was addressed 
by IYIm President Ceec Harrishburg. 
rabbi Emmanuel Quint (IYIm-Board 

member) gave Divrei torah and was 
honored with affixing the first mezu-
zah followed by rabbi Pesach Lerner 
(Exec.-VP, nCYI) who affixed the sec-
ond one. Daniel meyer (Exec.-Director, 
IYIm Israel) added: “the expansion of 

our offices reflect our increased activi-
ties. this is an exciting moment for the 
movement and we invite you all to be-
come  our partners”. We look forward 
to greeting you in our new offices on 
your next visit to Israel.

Keviat Mezuah  
of new International Young 

Israel office in Jerusalem

Rabbi Emmanuel 
Quint affixes the 

mezuzah.

IYIM – Individual 
Empowerment Project

IYIm - Israel in its ongoing efforts 
to provide services and programs 
to strengthen Israeli society on the 
individual and communal level, has 
launched an Empowerment Project. 
taking advantage of our new of-
fices in Jerusalem, we have selected 
a leading life coach to assist those 
individuals and parents that need 
help in strengthening relationships 
with others. 

Jenny Sassoon is a licensed social 
worker and professional certified life 
coach for families and young adults.  
She provides one-on-one coaching 
programs and workshops to par-
ents, young adults, and young cou-
ples.     Jenny specializes in teaching 
simple, yet powerful, relationship 
building tools that help individuals 
strengthen their relationships, be it 
with their family members, peers, or 
fellow employees. 

TRAVELING TO ISRAEL?

TOURIST/STUDENTS • SHORT/LONG TERM

uno4
1 phone. 4 corners of the world.

SAY Hello
TO OUR
NEW UNO4

BLACKBERRY
WITH PHONE SERVICE
with LOW CALLING RATES

WWW.UNO4.COM 1-888-456-8664

NEW
FROM AMIGONEW
FROM AMIGO
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P

a:a:a
Always!

4

GoldÍ sæ Familyæ æ
of fine products wishes æ

you & your family æ
a Happy & Healthy æ

Passover!

Can I find the  
Gold’s Family of  

Kosher Products in  
a store near me?  

International Young Israel Movement 
Israel Region

IYIM Leadership visits the fire devastated 
North

On Thursday Decem-
ber 16th, the leadership of 
IYIM – Israel travelled up 
North on an investigative 
trip to see the fire-ravaged 
areas of Northern Israel. The 
delegation led by Mr. Ceec 
& Mrs. Tema Harrishburg 
(President, IYIM) , Daniel M. 
Meyer (Exec.-Director, IYIM-
Israel) and board members 
Harvey Schwartz, Joe & Ro-
zanne Polansky, together 
with other “movers & shak-
ers” had an eye opening 
experience. The head for-
est rangers of the KKL-JNF 
in the Northern regions 
gave firsthand accounts of 
fighting the fires, as well 
as explaining what will be 
the future of the trees and 
vegetation, in the burnt out 
forest. In addition, the del-
egation met with the Druze 
leadership and visited the 
Druze villages of Usafiya 

and Dalit-al-Carmel on the 
edge of the fire scenes. The 
delegation was addressed 
by Deputy-Minister Ayoub 
Kara. The delegation left 
with a “behind the scenes” 
appreciation of this natural 
disaster and a commitment 
to make efforts to help with 
the rebuilding of the affect-
ed areas. 

R-L: Deputy Minister Abouye 
Kara with Daniel Meyer, (Exec.
Dir. IYIM Israel)

L-R: Jan Fenster & Toby Willig 
amongst the burnt trees

Mr. Ceec Harrishburg (Pres., 
IYIM Israel) being interviewed 
by IBA news.

R-L: Mr. Harvey Schwartz  (IYIM 
Board Member) with Deputy 
Minister Abouye Kara

J.N.F. Northern fire fighting 
division 
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International Young Israel Movement - Israel Region

on Shabbat of Chanukah, the leadership of IYIm-Israel 
was hosted by Young Israel of Sderot – Doresh tov. the aim 
of the Shabbat was to allow the IYIm leadership to see Young 
Israel Sderot in action. YI Sderot is made up of young fami-
lies who have moved into the city over the past eight years. 
the synagogue welcomes all those who live in the city, and 
this was in evidence by the range in age, clothing styles and 
head coverings of the overflowing numbers of participants 
in both Friday night and Shabbat morning prayers. of great 
note were the Chanukah activities that YI Sderot organized 
for the wider community including: candle lighting, a games 
evening for the youth and a tefillat yeladim with the obliga-
tory “sufgayniot” (donuts). a special siddur for children was 
produced for the Shabbat and will now be mass produced 
and available to other synagogues. the IYIm leadership were 
hosted for meals by David & Yael Sprangental and Yigal & 
tova Bracha. the IYIm Leadership was able to interact with 
the “locals” and hear and see firsthand what the needs are 
for the development of this important branch. the next 
stage in the expansion of YI Sderot is to open a teen café for 
the youth of the city to help with delinquency issues that will 
be operated on a nightly basis. 

With the onset of the “real” winter in Israel, IYIm-Israel was 
proud to be able to distribute scarves to the soldiers serv-
ing in the greater Gush Etzion area, South of Jerusalem. the 
scarves were hand knitted by mrs. Yehudit Bobker of Sydney, 
australia. If you think Sydney is far from Israel, what is more 
amazing is that mrs. Bobker is 94 years old! Furthermore, this 
is her fourth donation of scarves to our brave soldiers, this af-
ter she knitted over 200 blankets for the residents of the Jew-
ish old age homes in Sydney. the scarves were distributed by 
her grandson, Exec. Director of IYIm-Israel, Daniel meyer. the 
soldiers were overcome with this great act of chesed by this 
incredible woman and how Jews living in the Diaspora com-
munities care about them and appreciate them. If you would 
like to knit and send scarves/hats to the I.D.F., please contact 
us at: iyimisrael@gmail.org

The Yehudit Bobker  
Scarves and Hats  

for the I.D.F Project

Shabbat Chanukah in Young Israel of Sderot

Annual  Mishloach Manot Campaign

as the deadline for this magazine is reached, IYIm-Israel 
is putting the final touches on its annual mishloach manot 
campaign in close partnership with the american Friends of 
Yisrael Hatzair headed by mr. meir mishkoff of Jamaica Es-
tates, new York. this year we will have four nights of packing 
the mishloach manot by volunteers for the chayalim of the 
I.D.F. and then two days in which our members and friends 
will deliver just over 4,000 packages to bases throughout Ye-
huda and Shomron. these packages have been made avail-
able by kind donations from throughout the world. of spe-
cial note is mr. rubin margules of Brooklyn, new York who 
has helped to spearhead the campaign. Donations were also 
made to fulfill the mitzvah of matanot Le’Yevonim which 
will help to give food to the poor families of Sderot for their 
Purim Seudot. these funds will be disbursed via the Young 
Israel of Sderot’s mercaz Chesed that feeds over 500 families 
every Shabbat. 

IYIm-Israel is proud to announce 
the establishment of its newest com-
munity in Israel, the Young Israel of 
Karmiel in the Galilee. this branch 
was the brainchild of rabbi Ephraim 
Schwartz a new arrival from amer-
ica.  rabbi Schwartz and his family 
moved to Karmiel a few months ago 
and immediately upon arrival set up 
the community that revolves around 
Shabbat services and the rebbetzin’s 
famous cholent that is served at the 
Kiddush. Week by week the number of attendees grow 
thanks to the warmth and dedication of the Schwartz family. 

Young Israel of Karmiel is being used as the prototype of 
4-5 Young Israel communities that IYIm-Israel hopes to de-
velop in the north, which is a national priority area due to 
demographic problems. Kehillot will be established where 
there is a number of English speaking families and more are 
expected in the next 2-3 years. the Young Israel communi-
ties will be used to facilitate absorption of new immigrants, 
to build bridges between the new arrivals and veterans, 
serve as kiruv and chinuch centers and more. We invite you 
to take part in this crucial initiative: iyimisrael@gmail.com 

YI of Karmiel our newest branch in Israel
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International Young Israel Movement - Israel Region

In the Heichal Shlomo auditorium, 
Jerusalem on January 2nd 2011, IYIm-
Israel in cooperation with the Coun-
cil of Young Israel of rabbis hosted a 
Benefit Concert for the families of the 
brave fireman, prison wardens and po-
lice forces who gave up their lives “al 
Kiddush HaShem” in the terrible blaze.

the concert was made possible 
by the kind contribution of mr. & mrs. 
Frank Storch of the Chesed Fund of 
Baltimore, mD, who kindly under-
wrote the costs of the evening and 
mrs. Susan taragin of the Young Israel 
Jerusalem office.  Performing was the 
ayelet Hashachar band of Baltimore 
who flew to Israel especially for the 
performance.

350 women, seminary students 
and children were in attendance to 
hear the band sing the entire reper-
toire of their original compositions. 
their soulful music was well received 
by the appreciative crowd who danced 
throughout  the performance.

the crowd was addressed by mrs. 
Susan taragin on behalf of Young Isra-
el and mrs. nava Shoham, the Chair of 
the IDF and Security Services Widows 
and orphans organization to whom 
the funds were forwarded. Her mov-
ing words about the families of the 
victims brought many in the crowd 
to tears. Presentations of thanks were 
made to mrs. taragin and mr. Daniel 
meyer.

Due to the kind contribution of the 
Storch family all expenses were cov-
ered which has allowed 100% of funds 
received on the night to be channeled 
to the families’ devastated by the fire.

Benefit Concert for Widows  
and Orphans of the Carmel 

Forest Fire IYIm – Israel is proud to announce the launch of its newest website 
– www.redeematorah.org, which is the website for the nCYI/IYIm Se-
fer torah for the I.D.F. Project. this project which has been renamed in 
memory of long time Young Israel activist ruby Davidman, and now is 
chaired by his grandson mickey Cimmmering, has seen 190 plus old or 
pasul Sifrei torah brought from Diaspora communities (mainly north 
america), where they have been fixed through kind benefactors and 
donated to I.D.F bases throughout Israel. to find out how you can take 
part in this project, visit us at: www.iyimisrael.org

redeematorah.org
BREAKING NEWS
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International Young Israel Movement - Israel Region

MK Uri Orbach consults with Mrs. Micki 
Lavin-Pell (Director, IYIM Singles Division)

IYIM SINGLES DIVISION

Director of Singles Programming 
for IYIm-Israel, mrs. micki Lavin-Pell 
was invited to the Knesset to meet 
with mK Uri orbach of the Jewish 
Home party after he became aware of 
the dynamic and successful programs 
being run by the IYIm Singles division.

mK Uri orbach has taken on the 
mission of working to help support 
singles get married. He is particularly 
focused on orthodox singles, as there 
appears to be the greatest need in this 
group. at the moment, according to 
an article that appeared in Ha'aretz 

in January 2011, there are 40,000 reli-
gious singles between the ages of 25-
40 in Israel. 

orbach hopes to create a more 
supportive environment via the com-
munities and shuls at large, to enable 
singles to have more opportunities 
to meet their partners as well as have 
community backing. He also hopes 
to create a network of professionals 
to provide a mentorship service on a 
more individual basis, to enable sin-
gles to better identify their needs and 
to provide a listening ear.

Member of Knesset Uri Orbach lauds IYIM Singles

Musical Evening
on november 20th, a beautiful rehavia,  Jerusalem residence was the venue for a wonderful concert, where over 40 singles 

were treated to the music of  Bach, Chopin, Debussey and rechter played exquisitely by pianist rachel Verter. this informal 
gathering allowed participants to, not only enjoy the music, but to let “their hair down” and forget the stresses of everyday 
living. the Shalshelet facilitators were once again out in force to ensure that no one left without meeting most of the other 
participants.

Paintballing 
advertised as, “meet your signifi-

cant other while causing them bodily 
harm,” the IYIm-Israel Singles division 
led by micki Lavin-Pell, went with a 
large group to achieve just that. on 
the 5th night of Chanukah these brave 
warriors headed out to the Caliber 3 
range in the back of Gush Etzion. on 
arrival teams were decided upon, seri-
ous safety and other instruction were 
given (“no shooting to kill, only to be 
splattered”), protective gear was ad-
justed, guns were loaded and four 
very intensive battles took place. In the 
end all were victorious, because a fun 
time was had by all. at the conclusion 
of the war a festive meal was held in 
a big hangar where participants were 
able to mingle and socialize. Feedback 
has been only positive and a number 
of couples have begun to date.
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International Young Israel Movement - Israel Region

Meet U for Dinner #2  
meet U 4 Dinner, a Friday night 

meal program that boasts 64 attend-
ees (32 men and 32 women) between 
the ages 26-38 from around the coun-
try, was a huge success. two-thirds of 
the attendees were anglos, and a third 
were Israeli. ten young families from 
the Katamon area in Yerushalayim 
hosted three men and three women 
for Shabbat meals. the meals were 
designed in  such a way that people 
would meet like-minded people. the 
meal was followed by an oneg Shab-
bat for all of the participants com-
bined that took place at the Shir Cha-
dash shul.

meet U 4 Dinner is structured as an 
invitation only event. this allows par-
ticipants to go into the event feeling 
as though they are being personally 
catered to. Because it is often difficult 
for people to let loose and talk to new 
people, the oneg is structured so that 
people are gradually brought out of 
their comfort zone through interactive 
games and mingling. the games and 
mingling are done in a very gentle, 
non-threatening way, so that people 
feel comfortable opening up and shar-
ing themselves with the other mem-
bers of the group. this was followed 
by an enthralling shiur by the rav of 
the shul, Ian Pear.

many people told micki Lavin-
Pell, the event coordinator following 
the event that the true success of the 
program is being able to introduce 
them to new people.  after the event 
thirteen individuals contacted micki 
to request contact details for people 
that they were interested in getting to 
know better. 

If you would like information about 
how to attend a future meet U 4 Din-
ner, or if you are interested in know-
ing about any of the other Singles 
events (25-40 age range) we organize, 
feel free to contact micki at: mgpell@
gmail.com. 

� � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � 	 �  � � � � � � � � 	 �  � �
� � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � �  � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 �

� � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 
 � �  � �  � 	 
 	 � � � 	
�  � � � � 
 � � � � � � �  � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � 	 �  � � � � � � � 
 � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � 	 �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � � � � �
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � 	 � � � �

� � � � � � � � � ! � � � � � 	 � � � � � �  � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
	 
 � � � � �  � � � � � �  � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � � � � � 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � � � �  � � � ! �
� � � � � � � � � � � " � � � � #

" � � � � � � 	 � #� � � #� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � �   � �  � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � �
� � � #� � � � � � � � � 
 � 	 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � �
$ � � � � � �   � % � � � � �  � � � � � & � � � � � � � � #
� �  � � � � 
 '

� � � � � � � � � 	 
 �
� 
 � � � 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  '

� 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ( � � � � #� � � � ) �
�� � � � � 
 �  � � � � ( � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� �  � � � " � � � � � 	 � ( � � � � � � � � � � � � �� ( � � � � & � � � � ( � � �

* �  � �
+ � � � � � � �
, � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � - � �
� � � � �
" � � � � � � �  � � � � � � � ) � � - $ + � � � . $ + /
012� � � � � � 3 � � � � 
 � � 
* � 
 � ! � � �  � * ! � 4 5550�
04 0� 006� 7895

� � � �

� � � � � � 
 � � 	 � � 	 � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � '
� � � 	 � � � � � � � �  � � � � : � � � � � � � � � 	 �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � #� � )

�; 4 7 �; 19 �; 4 55 �; 025�
�; 195 �; 255 �; 4  555� �. � � � � � ; < < < < < < < <
" � � � � � � � #� � � �  � � � )
�� , � � � � � � � � � �� = � � � � � � � � �� " � � � � � , � � � � � � � � �� +  � � � � � � � : � � � � � � � � � � �� % � � � � � � �
+ � � � � >
� : � � � % � � � )

� � � � � � � � � � �
� � � 	 � � � � � � � � �

#�  � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
& � � � �

� � � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � � � � � � 	 � �  � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � 	 � �� �

Trivia Night
on motzei Shabbat Vayekel (02.26.11) IYIm-Israel, in close cooperation with 

Shalshelet, headed by Dr. Pessy Krausz, held a trivia night for Singles in the Young 
Israel of rehavia. this well attended event saw participants divided into small 
groups as they endeavored to answer the tricky and sticky questions. By the time 
supper was served at the end of the quizzes a jovial atmosphere had been created 
and a fun time was had by all.
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OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM:  The holy 
city for Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam, Jerusalem was originally built 
by King David three thousand years 
ago and has held enormous symbolic 
significance to the world ever since. 
Today, capital of the reborn State 
of Israel, its wide ramparts, seven 
gates, 34 towers, the citadel, its four 
residential quarters, the Western Wall, 
many synagogues and yeshivas and 
over 200 other historic monuments 
are eternal landmarks that stand, 
incredibly, all within the confines of a 
mere square mile.

MASADA:  a 90-minute drive from 
Jerusalem, Masada is a rugged 
natural fortress of majestic beauty in 
the Judean Desert overlooking the 
Dead Sea.  This is the site of the last 
stand of Jewish patriots facing the 
Roman army siege almost 2,100 years 
ago.  It was built as a palace complex 
in the classic style of the early Roman 
Empire by Herod the Great, King of 
Judea, who reigned two thousand 
years ago.  The camps, fortifications 
and assault ramps that encircle the 
monument constitute the most com-
plete Roman siege works surviving to 
the present day.  

TEL AVIV’S “WHITE CITY”:  Tel Aviv 
was founded in 1909 as a garden sub-
urb of ancient Jaffa. Construction of 
the area known today as “The White 
City” was begun in the early 1930’s 
mostly by German-émigré architects 
who had studied Le Corbusier and 
Mies van der Rohe’s “functional aes-
thetic” at the Bauhaus in Dessau. 

Eventually called the “International 
Style,” it is characterized by flat roofs, 
small horizontal windows, shade-
providing columns, curved balconies, 
minimal ornamentation, reinforced 
concrete construction and white-
washed exteriors. 

Today, Tel Aviv has the largest num-
ber of Bauhaus/International-style 
buildings of any city in the world. 

ISRAEL BOASTS SEVEN UNESCO 

“WORLD HERITAGE SITES” 
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"And I will bring you to 
the Land which I swore to give 
to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
and I will give it to you as 
an inheritance..."

Exodus 6:8

 The holy 
city for Judaism, Christianity and 
Islam, Jerusalem was originally built 
by King David three thousand years 
ago and has held enormous symbolic 
significance to the world ever since. 
Today, capital of the reborn State 
of Israel, its wide ramparts, seven 
gates, 34 towers, the citadel, its four 
residential quarters, the Western Wall, 

I was born on December 22, 1926 in the city of Aleppo, Syria, a place where Jews had 
lived for thousands of years. Our neighborhood, Bachsita, was home to many Jewish 
families, mostly small business owners whose shops crowded the narrow streets. My 
childhood centered around family, synagogue and school but especially around my 
grandparents, to whom I was very attached.  In typical Middle Eastern style, houses 
were built around a courtyard which formed a shared open space in the center. Half of 
our courtyard was owned by my father (the other half belonged to Bahiya Dayan, the 
wife of HaRav Meir Dayan). My paternal grandparents, Dib and Oro Laniado, lived near 
us in the same courtyard.  I escaped the overcrowded tumult of my parents’ house 
spending most of my time with my grandparents, where the whole intensity of my 
grandparents’ love was focused on me alone. 

I
n my mind’s eye, I am walking with my grand-
father through Bachsita’s empty streets to the 
early morning minyan in the Synagogue, Bet 
Nasi.  There, I would sit quietly watching as my 
grandfather took his place in the procession of 
hazzanim as they passed before the ark, together 
with the others, Rav Zefrani and Rav Ezra Chayao, 
chanting the hauntingly beautiful melodies of 
our ancient Shabbat rite.  

When I was four years old I began my studies in the 
Beit Sefer Talmud Torah where I learned Arabic, French 
and, of course, Torah. After elementary school, I pro-
gressed to Yeshivat Degel Torah L’Talmidim Beit Haknes-
seth Bet Nasi. It was during World War II, and although 
the fighting was far away, the economic situation was 
difficult and I knew that my parents were having a hard 
time. Our family was growing (we eventually were 11 
children) and I wanted to help out, so after three years 

of yeshiva study, I decided to get a job. This decision was 
not to my father’s liking and after only a few months, my 
father put an end to my working career and sent me to 
study accounting. 

My father had been blind since contracting an ill-
ness at the age of five.  When I was eight years old I was 
deemed old enough to serve as my father’s guide through 
the streets.  My father had an extraordinary memory and 
despite his handicap, he became a respected rabbinic 
scholar.  In 1926 the Bet Din put my father in charge of all 
the property owned by the Jewish community, making 
him responsible for maintenance of the communal real 
estate, including the collection of rents.

We all had been imbued with a longing for the Land 
of Israel from the earliest age, but it was only when Eng-
land conquered Syria that the road to Israel seemed to 
open up before us.  Messengers – shlechim - from Israel 
began arriving in our community.  These young men and 

A Teenager’s 
Journey  
From Aleppo 
to Israel
Shaul Laniado Remembers
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I was born on December 22, 1926 in the city of Aleppo, Syria, a place where Jews had 
lived for thousands of years. Our neighborhood, Bachsita, was home to many Jewish 
families, mostly small business owners whose shops crowded the narrow streets. My 
childhood centered around family, synagogue and school but especially around my 
grandparents, to whom I was very attached.  In typical Middle Eastern style, houses 
were built around a courtyard which formed a shared open space in the center. Half of 
our courtyard was owned by my father (the other half belonged to Bahiya Dayan, the 
wife of HaRav Meir Dayan). My paternal grandparents, Dib and Oro Laniado, lived near 
us in the same courtyard.  I escaped the overcrowded tumult of my parents’ house 
spending most of my time with my grandparents, where the whole intensity of my 
grandparents’ love was focused on me alone. 

I
n my mind’s eye, I am walking with my grand
father through Bachsita’s empty streets to the 
early morning minyan in the Synagogue, Bet 
Nasi.  There, I would sit quietly watching as my 
grandfather took his place in the procession of 
hazzanim as they passed before the ark, together 
with the others, Rav Zefrani and Rav Ezra Chayao, 
chanting the hauntingly beautiful melodies of 
our ancient Shabbat rite.  

When I was four years old I began my studies in the 
Beit Sefer Talmud Torah where I learned Arabic, French 
and, of course, Torah. After elementary school, I pro
gressed to Yeshivat Degel Torah L’Talmidim Beit Haknes
seth Bet Nasi. It was during World War II, and although 
the fighting was far away, the economic situation was 
difficult and I knew that my parents were having a hard 
time. Our family was growing (we eventually were 11 
children) and I wanted to help out, so after three years 

residential quarters, the Western Wall, 
many synagogues and yeshivas and 
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Message from the Executive Offices 

residential quarters, the Western Wall, 
many synagogues and yeshivas and 

T
he IDF, Israel Defense Forces, holds a fasci-
nation for non-Israelis and a unique place 
in the hearts and minds of Israelis. For 
non-Israelis, the vision of the courageous 
young soldiers who have vanquished the 
far larger armies of their enemies in re-
peated wars lingers in the imagination. 
This remains true despite recent attempts 
to tarnish that image. For Israelis, the IDF 

is one of the central elements in their lives. Their years of 
service, which extend well into middle age, will impact 
their friendships and many other aspects of their lives. 
The soldiers of the IDF know that they are the first line 
of defense of their nation and as their Credo states, they 
have no choice but to succeed in their missions. They are 
links in a chain of generations dominated by the need to 
make war, but who would far rather live in peace. 

History : The IDF is the successor of earlier paramili-
tary organizations going back to the New Yishuv at the 
time of the First Aliya (1904-1914); the Zion Mule Corps 
and the Jewish Legion of WW I years and the Haganah, 
which was established after the devastating Arab riots of 
1920; during World War II, the Jewish Brigade succeeded 
the Jewish Legion. After the establishment of the State of 
Israel in 1948, the IDF was established and all other mili-
tary forces were abolished, eventually coalescing under 
one united force.

Who Serves : All Israeli citizens 18 or over are sub-
ject to mandatory military service with certain excep-
tions. Usually men serve three years, and women, two, 
although women can serve longer depending on their 
training and the type of service they will perform. There 
is also an option to serve in non-combat positions includ-
ing police or prison service or other wings of the Israeli 
Security Forces. 

Druze and Circassian men are also subject to manda-
tory conscription, and although they have traditionally 
served in separate units, today they are increasingly be-
ing admitted into regular combat units. Druze soldiers 
have distinguished themselves in their military service 
with a high percentage of Druze fulfilling their military 
service. A long-standing policy exempts Israeli Arabs 
from military service with the exception of Bedouin Ar-
abs, who are not drafted, but are encouraged to volun-
teer. Muslims and Christians are accepted as volunteers 
and although their numbers are very small, a few have 
achieved high rank and served with distinction.

Hareidi (ultra-Orthodox) men are entitled to defer 
their service while studying in Yeshiva and although 
most do not subsequently serve, there is a special IDF in-
fantry unit, known as the 97th Netzah Yehuda Battalion 
that was designed especially for this population.  There 
is also the option of the five-year long Hesder program, 
which includes one year of religious studies, two years 

 `av
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Israel Defense Forces
Mission: “To defend the existence, territorial integrity and sovereignty 
of the State of Israel. To protect the inhabitants of Israel and to combat 
all forms of terrorism which threaten the daily life.”

By Esther Altmann
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O
ver the years many have 
sought to attach appella-
tions to the term Zionist, 
whether as a Religious Zion-
ist, Labor Zionist, practical 
Zionist, or other such terms. 
However, what unites us 

is Zion, what divides us is minimal and superfi-
cial.  Firstly, it is vital that we get our facts in or-
der. The term “Jewish State” was not created in 
the year 2010. Since the inception of modern 
Zionism, which stood on the shoulders of thou-
sands of years of historical and Biblical Zionism, 
the “Jewish state” has been the rallying call for 
the return to political sovereignty in our ances-
tral land. The term is recognition of a sovereignty 
stolen from the Jewish people 2,000 years ago, 
but remaining in our hearts wherever we so-
journed.

  The father of modern political Zionism, 
Theodor Herzl, was the first to coin the mod-
ern political phrase when he wrote Der Juden-
staat, “The Jewish State,” during 1896. Almost a 
decade earlier, Naphtali Herz Imber wrote the 
words to our national anthem, unashamedly re-
flecting the Jewish yearning for a national return 
to Zion.

 In 1917, the Balfour Declaration was secured 
from Great Britain and endorsed by the League 
of Nations through the British mandate for Pales-
tine. The mandate explicitly provided for Jewish 
national rights while safeguarding the civil and 
personal rights of non-Jews in Mandatory Pales-
tine. In fact, the mandate was given to Britain for 
the specific purpose of facilitating Jewish immi-

gration, settlement, and the establishment of a 
“national home for the Jewish people”. 

On November 29, 1947, the international 
community overwhelmingly recognized the 
need for the establishment of a Jewish state, 
when the United Nations Security Council 
passed resolution 181. Although the resolution 
was not binding and does not serve as the legal 
basis for the State of Israel, it demonstrates un-
equivocally that the idea of a Jewish State had 
the support of the majority of the international 
community.

Less than one year later, the Jewish state was 
realized as David Ben-Gurion read the immor-
tal words of the Declaration of Independence, 
which contained the term “Jewish state” no less 
than five times. In fact, the name for the new 
nation was at one time to be called simply ‘The 
Jewish State’. As a result, US President Harry Tru-
man prepared a text recognizing the new state 
with the words “Jewish State”, which were struck 
through in pen when he was informed that the 
new state would instead be called Israel.

Thus we see that the concept of the Jewish 
State was far older than the name of our state. 
As Professor Amnon Rubinstein recently and 
correctly observed, “It is not Israel that was to 
become a Jewish state, but a Jewish state that 
was to be called Israel.”

 This is also expressed in our Basic Laws which 
hold a quasi-constitutional basis. The Basic Law: 
Human Liberty and Dignity, passed by the Knes-
set in 1992, states as its purpose “to protect hu-
man dignity and liberty in order to establish in 
a basic law the values of the State of Israel as a 

Reenergizing 
  Zionism  

By Danny Ayalon

The moment G-d said to Abraham Lech-Lecha, Zionism was 
born. Almost 4,000 years later, the Jewish People as a nation 
have never known any other home. Through 2,000 years of 
exile, our people faced the land of Zion during every prayer, 
remembered its destruction at every wedding and hoped for 
its rebuilding at the end of every Pesach Seder and the Yom 
Kippur Neilah Service.

Daniel (Danny)
Ayalon (MK Beitenu) 
was born in Israel in 

1955. He served as 
Foreign Policy Advisor 

to PM Ariel Sharon and 
as Israel’s Ambassador

to the U.S. (2002-06). 
Ayalon was elected to 

the 18th Knesset in 2009 
and was appointed 
Deputy Minister of 

Foreign Affairs.
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Jewish and democratic state.”
Thus, the term “Jewish State” has a firm con-

stitutional status from the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and is enshrined in our Basic Laws 
whose legal standing is superior to all other 
laws.

Today, regrettably, large sections of the Is-
raeli public and Jewish Diaspora feel uncom-
fortable with the notion of a Jewish State or Zi-
onism. Perhaps this is because they confuse the 
term with a solely religious or ideological con-
notation. There are also those who point to the 
current unrelenting delegitimization campaign 
against the State of Israel, and say that touting 
this term is merely adding fuel to the flames. 

If we allow our enemies to dictate the defi-
nition of our national character then we are on 
a very slippery and dangerous slope towards 
national extinction. We should remain proud of 
our national character, as others are of theirs.

Many American politicians tout the idea of 
“American exceptionalism”, while in Japan, Ni-
honjinron, refers to the unique aspects of Japa-
nese national and cultural identity. Yet in Israel 
and the Jewish World, we are frequently em-
barrassed of our uniqueness and wish to strip 
it of any defining features, to make our nation 
a “Hebrew-speaking republic” which leaves us 
little to be proud of. 

  Those of us who are proud to affirm their 
continued and enduring support for Zionist ide-
als have to pick up the gauntlet that has been 
thrown down. This is not an issue of Right or 
Left, it is an issue of those who proudly state 
that our full adherence to the principles enun-
ciated by the Zionist fathers and mothers are 
still as relevant today as they were then, against 
those who feel that Zionism has concluded its 
role and our uniqueness is more a source of em-
barrassment than shame.

   We need a movement to reclaim our 
base foundations, values and national char-
acter. This must begin with education.
We must educate our children as to the mean-
ing of being Jewish. To be Jewish is to be part of 
a great nation, civilization, culture and people. 
We are a people who had a language, borders, 
sovereignty and the rule of law before the vast 
majority of most states came into existence. I 
frequently tell visiting dignitaries who are simi-
larly uncertain that Jews are to Israel as the Chi-
nese are to China and the Greeks are to Greece.

 Many on the international stage understand 
our position well. The U.S. administration’s na-
tional security strategy released last year reaf-
firms Israel’s national character. The strategy 

cites the goal of “a Jewish state of Israel, with 
true security, acceptance and rights for all Israe-
lis.”

  It is precisely now, because of this unpar-
alleled assault on our legitimacy, both from 
without and within, that we need the Jewish 
community and our friends not afraid to state 
objections to those who seek the relinquish-
ment or dilution of our national purpose, ethos 
and uniqueness.

It is worrying that a new generation of Jews 
has become too comfortable and too compla-
cent and accepts many of the distorted barbs 
aimed at our country. Before we challenge the 
ill-informed outside of our community, we must 
first reach out to our own.

We need to reengage with the young gen-
eration using the three R’s. Firstly, we need 
to reach-out. We need to engage with high 
school students before they reach universities 
and become overwhelmed or engulfed in the 
anti-Israel maelstrom that permeates certain 
campuses in the Diaspora.

We need to report, by teaching and educat-
ing our youth about the history of Israel. While 
the notions of freedom and democracy are for 
the first time gaining credence in parts of the 
Arab world, how many are aware of Israel’s his-
toric challenges. 

The Jewish State created one of the most 
robust and dynamic democracies anywhere in 
the world out of a nation of people that arrived 
from 130 countries, most escaping repression 
and autocracy.

Our challenge is to remove the fog of igno-
rance that surrounds our history and the con-
flict. 

Finally, we must teach our youth how to re-
spond. For every canard there is a response, for 
every assertion there is a fuller picture and for 
every lie there is a truth. The new generation 
of Jews, in Israel and the Diaspora, only knows 
the Israel of today and not the heavy challenges 
that were met to sustain this very presence. To 
maintain a relationship with Israel we need a 
longer-term program which presents the Israel 
of today in its proper context. 

While many are creating new programs 
or strategies to reboot our hasbara, or public 
diplomacy, there remains absolutely no sub-
stitute for knowledge. It is our task to ensure 
that the Jewish future is equipped with all of 
the tools to meet the challenge of identifying 
openly and unashamedly with Zionism and the 
Jewish State. 

We need a 
movement 
to reclaim 
our base 
foundations, 
values and 
national 
character.  
This must begin 
with education. 
We must 
educate our 
children as to 
the meaning  
of being Jewish. 
To be Jewish  
is to be part of 
a great nation, 
civilization, 
culture and 
people.
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I
srael was built up by immigrants 
and refugees – out of swamps, 
deserts, and malaria infested coast-
lines, the Jews of France, Russia, 
Morocco and Yemen created or-
ange groves, vineyards, cities and 
factories.  The generation who 

founded Israel fled from war zones, pogroms, 
discrimination, and hunger.  They came to Israel 
because this land was to them a dream, it was a 
symbol, it held for them the promise of restor-
ing their humanity and Jewish pride.  They came 
to Israel as refugees, drifters, and hopeful immi-
grants, and they laid down foundations, high-
ways, farms, universities, and hospitals – that 63 
years later allow Israel to lead the world in agri-
culture, hi-tech, and medicine.  

In times of peace and in times of war, Israel 
has given substance and meaning to the term 
“a light to the nations”.  Israel is producing the 
world’s first affordable electric cars, and for 
two decades has led the free world in the fight 
against Islamic terrorism.  At the same time, Is-
raelis pioneer fields as diverse as human rights, 
bio-ethics and semi-conductors.

The State of Israel, poor in natural resources, 
lacking oil, coal, and drinking water, has suc-
ceeded because of her ability to harness and 
develop the human capital of her citizens.  The 
citizens leading much of Israel’s hi-tech revolu-
tion today, founding companies and copyright-
ing patents for new technologies, are to a large 

degree new immigrants, Olim, who came to Is-
rael by choice, not by force or for lack of brighter 
opportunities elsewhere, but from developed 
countries around the world. 

They came home to Israel to live out their 
lives as a part of their people.  They came to 
build a life steeped in Jewish values, traditions, 
and culture.   

I encourage each and every one of you to 
take a moment to reflect on the place of a Jew 
and the place of Israel in the modern world.  

Following the horrors of WWII, being anti-
Semitic is no longer politically correct, but act-
ing against Israel, acting against the Jews of 
Israel, this has moved from acceptable, to fash-
ionable.  Israel’s legitimacy, the right of a Jew to 
live freely in our homeland is very much under 
attack.  The word hbuhm - Zionist, will fast become 
a curse word, unless we, the Jewish people, use 
it with pride and use it often.    

We must let people know what Zionism is, 
and let people know we are proud Zionists.  Zi-
onism is the right of the Jews to live freely in 
their homeland, like any other nation on earth.  
Zionism is supporting the Jews of Israel, and ul-
timately, Zionism is gathering your belongings, 
and moving to the country of Zionists.

I encourage you to continue supporting Is-
rael, supporting Zionism.  I hope you will always 
be proud to be a Jew, and always think and act 
to protect and strengthen the Jewish people. 

By Yuli Edelstein

“Zionism,”
Say It With Pride

Over 3,000 years ago, G-d promised the Jewish people the land of 
Israel in its entirety, a promise passed down from our forefathers, 
to Moses, Joshua and the twelve tribes who entered and settled the 
land following our exile in Egypt.  3,000 years later, we have seen 
the Jews of the world reestablish themselves in our promised land. 

Yoel (Yuli) 
Edelstein (MK Likud) 
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activist, a Hebrew 
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Zion (1984-87). He 
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Zionist organizations. 

He is a founding 
member of the Yisrael 

ba-Aliya party, and 
has been a member 

of Knesset since 1996. 
He has served as 

Minister of Immigrant 
Absorption; Deputy 

Minister of Absorption; 
Deputy Speaker in the 

16th and 17th Knesset, 
and in March 2009, 
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Minister of Public 
Affairs and the 

Diaspora. 
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Bless the State 
of Israel
Rabbi Yechiel Wasserman

T
he fact that the State of Is-
rael was established; that 
Jews have sovereignty in 
their own land after two 
thousand years in exile 
– a place where death 
camp and other Holo-

caust survivors could come to, a country that 
embraces all Jews, wherever they come from 
and at any time, is a promise of redemption. 
Other elements also prove this: Shabbat is 
the official day of rest in Israel for all intents 
and purposes; the IDF and other public in-
stitutions only serve kosher food; rabbinical 
courts have exclusive jurisdiction over mat-
ters of marriage and divorce, and on the 
practical level – Torah study is widespread 
like never before – song and prayer resound. 
And the list goes on.

True, we cannot yet sit back and relax. We 
cannot ignore the basic points of disagree-
ment on Israel’s exact nature. Quite a few 
voices speak in favor of a non-nation state 
rather than a Jewish one, whereas others 
would prefer Israel to be Democratic first and 
only then Jewish. These ideas have numer-
ous consequences. The Israeli high street is 
far from being the ideal Jewish high street, 
and in many places Shabbat is not properly 
kept. But we must look to the lights rather 
than the shadows.

We all agree that during its 63 years, the 
State of Israel has faced many difficult chal-
lenges, successfully – absorbing the mass 
immigration in its early days, opening its 

doors to the Ethiopian Jewry, embracing a 
million FSU Jews and welcoming olim from 
many other places over the years. Through-
out its existence, Israel has provided all immi-
grants with proper basic housing, education 
and places of work. Israel has come a long 
way in every area: science, health and medi-
cal services, roads and transport, education 
and matters of religion as well – thousands 
of Torah schools catering to various denomi-
nations can be found across the country. It 
seems no country has ever done so much in 
so short a time, while constantly dealing with 
its own survival and security issues. The Arab 
states have not accepted its establishment 
and indeed its existence, and the State of Is-
rael has been forced to war several times to 
protect its citizens and territory. 

A religious Zionist Jew believes that the 
Torah is Divine, observes Mitzvot and relies 
on the written and oral Torah as authoritative 
texts dictating one’s way of life. At the same 
time he believes that the establishment 
of the State of Israel as a homeland for the 
Jewish people is a stage in Shivat Zion – the 
return to Zion – as depicted in the Prophets’ 
visions, hopes that Israel is the promise of our 
redemption and sees in it the Jews’ spiritual 
center and preferred place of residence.

A religious Zionist Jew views himself as 
part of the religious Zionist society, which in 
turn perceives support of Jewish nationalism 
and the establishment of the State of Israel as 
a Torah-dictated duty. Religious Zionism has 
therefore actively sought to gain Jewish sov-

The prayer for the State of Israel is recited in most 
synagogues every Shabbat, before Mussaf. This prayer 
begins with the following words: “Our Father in Heaven, 
Rock and Redeemer of the people Israel; Bless the State 
of Israel, with its promise of redemption”.
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ereignty over Eretz Yisrael in the past, viewing 
Israel’s establishment as part of the Shivat Zion 
process and hoping that it is a promise of re-
demption. Religious Zionism does not content 
itself with praying, but promotes strengthening 
of the State and conforming to its laws and in-
stitutions in every way. It has been involved in 
all matters of the State from the very beginning, 
and such involvement must be in full and active 
cooperation with other, non-observant parts of 
the Jewish people. Religious Zionism raises the 
banner of involvement and rejects all forms of 
separatism; it speaks in favor of tolerance and 
denounces violence and inconsideration, and 
it does so with a display of restraint, willingness 
to compromise and search for the common de-
nominator that will bring together and unite all 
sectors of Jewish society.

Religious Zionism began with the command 
G-d gave Abraham thousands of years ago: “Go 
out of your country and depart from your kin-
dred to a land that I will show you,” and contin-
ued throughout the long history of the Jewish 
people, who had Eretz Yisrael on their lips and 
in their hearts wherever they were. It relies on 
the writings of great rabbis and spiritual leaders, 
and upon the Jews’ return to their homeland – 
their roots and birthplace – they are undergoing 
a long process that is unfortunately also difficult 
and painful at times, and we are not as yet come 
to the rest and to the inheritance. Religious Zi-
onism believes that Eretz Yisrael belongs to the 
Jewish people and ideally, we should live there 
according to Torah law. The matter of Israel’s 
Jewish nature is therefore an essential part of 
religious Zionism’s ideology.

The Zionist movement was set up against 
the backdrop of several historical processes 
that peaked in late 19th century Europe and 
amidst Jews, among which were increasing 
anti-Semitism; European national revival; the 
Jews’ distress and assimilation, and a longing 
to find a national solution to the Jews’ problem. 
Religious Zionism was an active member of the 
World Zionist Organization, mainly through the 
Mizrachi movement established in 1902 by Rab-
bi Yitzchak Yaacov Reines. Many observant Jews 
joined the Mizrach because they saw in it and in 
its actions a promise of redemption.

At the basis of the religious Zionist ideal lies 
the combination of religion and nationalism. Ju-
daism has been defined throughout history as 
a collective identity, emphasizing religious faith 
first and foremost. The common principles of 
this identity are faith in G-d and his Torah, from 
which we derive the meaning of the Jewish 

people’s existence and their ties with the Land 
of Israel. This fact has kept Jews united from one 
generation to the next and has given the term 
Eretz Yisrael the meaning of ‘the promised land’. 
This collective identity puts forward a solid, uni-
versal view whereby the Jewish people are the 
chosen ones, G-d is one and universal and the 
Torah has appointed Jews to be a light unto na-
tions and the world’s redemption.

In the history of the Jewish people there 
have been two exiles, and the establishment 
of the State of Israel is a symbol of the third re-
turn to Zion, to the land the Creator promised to 
Abraham in Brit bein Habtarim – the covenant 
of the pieces. It is not merely a question of terri-
tory intended to solve the Jews’ problem while 
in exile by forming a national identity and im-
migrating en masse to a new geographical loca-
tion – this is the return home with the purpose 
of implementing the universal vision of ‘a light 
unto nations’, as Isaiah the Prophet said: “in the 
last days, the mountain of HaShem’s house shall 
be established in the top of the mountains and 
all nations shall flow unto it”.

As we approach Israel’s 63rd anniversary we 
should reflect on the significance of being an in-
dependent, sovereign state for Jews. In Judaism 
we praise and give thanks to the Creator for a 
miracle performed for us by singing, and such 
an act is found in several places in the Bible. For 
instance, after the crossing of the Red Sea it says 
“then sang Moses and the children of Israel this 
song”; after Jabin, King of Canaan was defeated 
it says “then sang Deborah and Barak the son 
of Abinoam”, and when King David was saved 
from his enemies the Bible tells us “and David 
spoke the words of this song on the day that He 
had delivered him out of the hand of all his en-
emies”.

There was once a king of Israel by the name 
of Hezekiah who did right by G-d, and whose 
righteousness, honesty and good ways are 
elaborated on greatly in Kings 2. The Talmud 
goes on to say that his name literally means 
“strengthened G-d” since he strengthened the 
ties between Israel and their heavenly Father. 
King Hezekiah did great things, of which the 
Mishna tells us, and the sages of his time were 
grateful to him for them. He lived through a 
time of sieges, hunger, enemy conquests and 
despair, but had also witnessed Divine miracles 
and deliverance. Yet he failed to sing.

King Hezekiah was a man of G-d, strength-
ened the Israelites’ faith in G-d and lived to do 
great things, but because he witnessed great 
miracles and failed to sing G-d’s praise for them, 

As we approach 
Israel’s 63rd 
anniversary we 
should reflect on 
the significance 
of being an 
independent, 
sovereign state 
for Jews.

In the history 
of the Jewish 
people there 
have been two 
exiles, and the 
establishment of 
the State of Israel 
is a symbol of 
the third return 
to Zion, to the 
land the Creator 
promised to 
Abraham in Brit 
bein Habtarim
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he lost the moment for himself and 
for generations to come. And on 
this topic the Talmud says “Hezekiah 
should have sung praise for the fall of 
Sennacherib, but he was too arrogant 
to sing praise”. One wonders why He-
zekiah refrained from singing praise 
after witnessing all the miracles that 
HaShem had performed in his life-
time, and the Midrash gives one an-
swer: “Hezekiah said ‘my Torah study 
makes up for songs of praise. What is 
the use of speaking of G-d’s miracles 
and brave acts? They are known to 
all from one end of the earth to the 
other”. The Talmud goes on to say 
that “G-d wished to make Hezekiah 
the Messiah and [the war with] Sen-
nacherib, Armageddon, but Justice 
came and said to G-d: ‘Master of the 
Universe, You did not name King Da-
vid, who sang several songs of praise 
before You, Messiah’”. Our Rabbis ex-
plained the purpose of such songs 
of praise and said “one must make 
the miracle known and speak before 
Him of all that He had done, because 
these words go up, and the Heavenly 
Host gather and see one singing, and 
thank G-d, and His honor grows both 
in heaven and on earth”.

During the 1948 Arab-Israeli war 
we endured sieges, hunger and tur-
moil but also witnessed great mira-
cles – seven Arab armies besieged 
us, but G-d delivered us. The same 
Divine deliverance took place in the 
Six-Day war, the Yom Kippur war and 
throughout Israel’s existence. That is 
why we sing about the miracles and 
Israel’s revival during its Indepen-
dence Day festivities.

And as we approach the State of 
Israel’s 63rd anniversary we should 
say a prayer to our Creator “Our Fa-
ther in Heaven, Bless the State of Isra-
el, and guide its leaders and advisors 
with Your light and Your truth, and 
help them with Your good counsel”, 
and end with the hope that G-d “bless 
the land with peace, and its inhabit-
ants with lasting joy”. 
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“When we were evacuated from 
Gush Katif, our immediate future 
was unsure. JNF helped us build 
the new community in Halutza, 
giving my family a new home and 
an even stronger connection to 
the land of Israel.”  
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You know about our trees. Here are some other ways 
our donors have impacted the people and land of Israel:

You too can make a difference. To  
donate or for more information on  
these and other JNF projects in Israel:

FIREFIGHTING:
“We recently fought the worst fire in 
Israel’s history.  Lives were lost, 
thousands evacuated and half 
the Carmel Forest burned. The 52 
new firetrucks that JNF funded in 
the past helped tremendously but 
we are still desperately short on 
supplies -- hoses, extinguishing 
agents, airplanes and more 
firetrucks.”

-Sarah Hefer, new Negev resident

  - Hezy Levi, Haifa region firefighter
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668  ISAIAH  52:  7  -53:  6   LATER PROPHETS

52:11. Leave the lands of your dispersion. The re-

deemed Jews should cleanse themselves spiritually, 

for their armor must be their dedication to God and 

the Torah (Ibn Ezra, Radak).

52:13. I.e., God’s servant, the righteous members of 

Israel [Rashi]. God speaks of the righteous members 

of Israel as My Servant, in the singular, a form that 

continues in Chapter 53, with the exception of the end 

of 53:8 (see below). The prophet commonly refers 

to the entire nation as God’s servant (43:10, 44:1, 

44:21, 49:3). For the fuller context of Isaiah 52:13-

53:12, see comment to 40:1.

52:15. Just as Israel had once been astonishingly 

degraded, so it will astonish the nations by its exalt-

edness when the time of redemption arrives.

53:1-3. This prophecy foretells what the nations and 

their kings — mentioned in 52:15 — will exclaim 

when they witness Israel’s rejuvenation. In 52:10, 

God’s salvation for Israel is revealed in the sight of 

all the nations. The nations will contrast their former 

scornful attitude toward the Jews (vv. 1-3) with their 

new realization of Israel’s grandeur (vv. 4-7). 

53:2. Isaiah’s contemporary, Hosea (Hosea 14:6-8), 

employs similes paralleling those of Isaiah, referring 

to the collective Jewish people in the singular.

53:4. The nations exclaim that they were convinced 

that God had caused Israel to suffer because it did 

not believe in Him. Now the nations realize that they, 

not God, had brought suffering upon His people 

(Radak).
53:5. We — the nations and kings — brought suffer-

ing upon Israel for our own selfish purposes; it was 

not, as we had claimed, that God was punishing Israel 

for its faithlessness.

 7 How pleasant are the footsteps of the herald upon the moun-

tains announcing peace, heralding good tidings, announcing salva-

tion, saying unto Zion, ‘Your God has reigned!’ 8 The voice of your 

lookouts, they raise their voice, they sing glad song in unison; with 

their own eyes they will see that HASHEM returns to Zion. 9 Burst 

out, sing glad song in unison, O ruins of Jerusalem, for HASHEM 

will have comforted His people; He will have redeemed Jerusalem. 

10 HASHEM has bared His holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; 

all ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God!

 11 Turn away! Turn away! Get out from there!* It is defiled; do not 

touch it! Get out from inside it! Cleanse yourselves, O bearers of 

HASHEM’s armor. 12 You will not leave in chaos, nor will you go in 

flight; for HASHEM will go before you, and the God of Israel will be 

your rear guard.
 13 Behold, My servant* will succeed; he will be exalted and 

become high and exceedingly lofty. 14 Just as multitudes were 

astonished over you, [saying,] ‘His appearance is too marred to be 

a man’s, and his visage to be human,’ 15 so will the many nations 

exclaim about him,* and kings will shut their mouths [in amaze-

ment], for they will see that which had never been told to them, and 

will perceive things they had never heard.

1 Who would believe what we have heard!* For whom has the 

arm of HASHEM* been revealed! 2 Formerly he grew like a sap-

ling or like a root from arid ground; he had neither form nor gran-

deur; we saw him, but without such visage that we could desire 

him.* 3 He was despised and isolated from men, a man of pains 

and accustomed to illness. As one from whom we would hide our 

faces; he was despised, and we had no regard for him. 4 But in truth, 

it was our ills that he bore,* and our pains that he carried — but 

we had regarded him diseased, stricken by God, and afflicted! 5 He 

was pained because of our rebellious sins and oppressed through 

our iniquities; the chastisement upon him was for our benefit,* and 

through his wounds, we were healed. 6 We have all strayed like 

‘‘Your God 
has reigned!’’ 
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deemed Jews should cleanse themselves spiritually, 

for their armor must be their dedication to God and 

the Torah (Ibn Ezra, Radak).

52:13. I.e., God’s servant, the righteous members of 

Israel [Rashi]. God speaks of the righteous members 

of Israel as My Servant, in the singular, a form that 

continues in Chapter 53, with the exception of the end 

of 53:8 (see below). The prophet commonly refers 

to the entire nation as God’s servant (43:10, 44:1, 

44:21, 49:3). For the fuller context of Isaiah 52:13-

53:12, see comment to 40:1.

52:15. Just as Israel had once been astonishingly 

degraded, so it will astonish the nations by its exalt-

edness when the time of redemption arrives.

53:1-3. This prophecy foretells what the nations and 

their kings — mentioned in 52:15 — will exclaim 

when they witness Israel’s rejuvenation. In 52:10, 

God’s salvation for Israel is revealed in the sight of 

all the nations. The nations will contrast their former 

scornful attitude toward the Jews (vv. 1-3) with their 

new realization of Israel’s grandeur (vv. 4-7). 

53:2. Isaiah’s contemporary, Hosea (Hosea 14:6-8), 

employs similes paralleling those of Isaiah, referring 

to the collective Jewish people in the singular.

53:4. The nations exclaim that they were convinced 

that God had caused Israel to suffer because it did 

not believe in Him. Now the nations realize that they, 

not God, had brought suffering upon His people 

(Radak).
53:5. We — the nations and kings — brought suffer-

ing upon Israel for our own selfish purposes; it was 

not, as we had claimed, that God was punishing Israel 

for its faithlessness.

 7 How pleasant are the footsteps of the herald upon the moun-

tains announcing peace, heralding good tidings, announcing salva-

tion, saying unto Zion, ‘Your God has reigned!’ 8 The voice of your 

lookouts, they raise their voice, they sing glad song in unison; with 

their own eyes they will see that HASHEM returns to Zion. 9 Burst 

out, sing glad song in unison, O ruins of Jerusalem, for HASHEM 

will have comforted His people; He will have redeemed Jerusalem. 

10 HASHEM has bared His holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; 

all ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God!

 11 Turn away! Turn away! Get out from there!* It is defiled; do not 

touch it! Get out from inside it! Cleanse yourselves, O bearers of 

HASHEM’s armor. 12 You will not leave in chaos, nor will you go in 

flight; for HASHEM will go before you, and the God of Israel will be 

your rear guard.
 13 Behold, My servant* will succeed; he will be exalted and 

become high and exceedingly lofty. 14 Just as multitudes were 

astonished over you, [saying,] ‘His appearance is too marred to be 

a man’s, and his visage to be human,’ 15 so will the many nations 

exclaim about him,* and kings will shut their mouths [in amaze-

ment], for they will see that which had never been told to them, and 

will perceive things they had never heard.

1 Who would believe what we have heard!* For whom has the 

arm of HASHEM* been revealed! 2 Formerly he grew like a sap-

ling or like a root from arid ground; he had neither form nor gran-

deur; we saw him, but without such visage that we could desire 

him.* 3 He was despised and isolated from men, a man of pains 

and accustomed to illness. As one from whom we would hide our 

faces; he was despised, and we had no regard for him. 4 But in truth, 

it was our ills that he bore,* and our pains that he carried — but 

we had regarded him diseased, stricken by God, and afflicted! 5 He 

was pained because of our rebellious sins and oppressed through 

our iniquities; the chastisement upon him was for our benefit,* and 

through his wounds, we were healed. 6 We have all strayed like 
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how would you define “Zionism”?
The term “Zionism” means a love of Israel, of the land of Israel and also of a 

political entity called Israel. There is a tremendous amount of Zionism in all of our 
sources, beginning with the first Rashi on the Torah. This is an amazing Rashi, for 
when you think of it, we shouldn’t have begun the Torah with the creation of the 
world, since all of that is ultimately unimportant. What is important are the mitzvot. 
The first mitzvah in the Torah is “hachodesh hazeh lechem…” 

So, why do we start with B’reshit? The whole reason for starting with the story 
of creation is only in order that Am Yisrael should possess the land of Israel.  If it 
weren’t for the giving of the Land of Israel to the people of Israel, you wouldn’t 
need the whole Torah! And not only Rashi, but the whole Talmud is full of Zion-
ism; it is central in our sources. Nowadays, there is also a connection to the state of 
Israel. What is called for is not only an abstract love, but it is also necessary to be 
actively involved, and that means living in Israel and visiting Israel. 

how do you see the state of Zionism today?
It’s in bad shape. And the greatest cause is in Israel itself. People have forgot-

ten what they’re doing here. Sadly, there are many people – certainly not all -- but 
those who are very active in media, politics, academia - the opinion makers – the 
“elite,” who have forgotten what they are doing in Israel. They want simply to live in 
Israel (itself, not an easy or trivial task, a constant challenge) as if it were any other 
place. They’ve forgotten the land. For Israel, you must either love it or lose it. There 
is no place in this situation for a person to say, “I’m not going to make any further 
concessions.”  If you don’t love it, then why not do as Helen Thomas says and move 
to Europe or the U.S.? If you don’t love it, why do you need all this trouble and an-
guish?

the term “post Zionism” is used to describe our time. Do you agree that we 
are living in a “post-Zionist” era?

Yes, to a large extent, I would say, that is accurate. Many people are still Zionists; 
especially the  “kipot srugot” [“knitted yarmulkas] who are by no means post-Zion-
ists. Even among the non-religious there are many Zionists. Among the chareidim 
it’s different, since most of them really never got into political Zionism. They pos-
sess a love of Eretz Israel, but never identified with the political side of things. The 
identification of the land of Israel with the state of Israel – this idea doesn’t apply 
to them. There are many post-Zionists among opinion-makers: the media and the 
higher echelons of the society. 
Does the survival of israel require that we have a Jewish political state ?

We are beset by dangers – dangers unlike any other country. These dangers 
are also internal – even, mainly internal. If we abandon Zionism, we are simply co-

Professor Yisrael Aumann  
speaks with Viewpoint Editor, Esther Altmann

Professor Yisrael Aumann is an 
Israeli-American mathematician. 

He was born in Frankfurt am Main 
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home. In 1938 he fled together with 
his family and settled in New York 
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received bachelor’s degree from the 
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a Ph.D. in mathematics from MIT 
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department at the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem in 1956, and has been 

there ever since.  In 1990, he was 
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Rationality at the Hebrew University, 

an interdisciplinary research center, 
centered on Game Theory, with 

members from over a dozen different 
departments, including Business, 

Economics, Psychology, Computer 
Science, Law, Mathematics, Ecology, 

Philosophy, and others.  

 Aumann is the author of over ninety 
scientific papers and six books, He is 
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lonialists – people who came from the United 
States and Europe and settled Palestine. With-
out Zionism, we are no more than “settlers,” just 
like the settlers that are so much derided, not 
only by outsiders, but also by our own people. 
In this light, Tel Aviv is also a “settlement”. What 
about Gush Etzion? If Israel is not a legitimate 
enterprise, we have no right to any of it. Our 
claim to Gush Etzion is the same as our claim to 
Tel Aviv. Not only was Israel Jewish 2,000 years 
ago, but even 100 years ago there was a Jewish 
majority in the city of Jerusalem, including all 
the sections of the city .There were more Jews in 
Jerusalem than all the other peoples combined. 
Remember, when Jews were expelled from Kfar 
Darom during the disengagement in 2005, that 
was the second time Jews were expelled - the 
first time was in ‘48 when the Arabs expelled 
them. The “1967 borders” is a ridiculous con-
cept. 1967 has no particular significance at all- 
it is an arbitrary date that has acquired artificial 
significance. If we do not have Zionism, we have 
no right to the state, and we will lose it. We can-
not ignore the possibility that we will either all 
get killed or Israel will turn into another Middle 
East Arab entity.

What has happened to the israeli ethos? 
What changed? What is missing in israel so-
ciety?

What is missing is a “pulling together.” When 
I came to Israel in 1956, everybody was pulling 
together as far as the state enterprise is con-
cerned. At that time, all segments of the society 
– both the religious and the non-religious seg-
ments – everybody was a patriot. Now, it is very 
different; the Israelis themselves are challenging 
the legitimacy of the state. We are doing it.  Why? 
What happened was that the early ruling elite – 
the kibbutzim, the Mapai - most were people 
who came from Europe and founded the Zionist 
entity and the state of Israel. Even though they 
were mainly not religious, they were imbued 
with Jewish values. Of course, many of the Jews 
in Europe were not imbued with these tradition-
al values, and they did not come. 

Those who came and founded the Jewish 
state were a self-selected group - Ben Gurion, 
Ussishkin, etc. “I’m Jewish,” they thought, “and 
I want to have a Jewish state,” and they came. 
Others became Bolsheviks, socialists, they went 
elsewhere. The group that came and stayed 
didn’t have Torah, but they had Jewish values; 
they knew about Torah. They grew up with 
this. But then what happened? If you’re not 
religiously observant, then what you are pass-

ing down to your children is a very weakened 
product. Since the children of the original Zion-
ist pioneers didn’t have the fundamental Jewish 
values, since they didn’t get a Torah education, 
they didn’t have  the foundation, and of course, 
they were not self-selected, they were born in 
Israel. The result is that they literally didn’t and 
don’t know what they were and are doing here. 
These descendants of our founders have taken 
over leadership positions and the reins of the 
state, in government, in the media, and in the 
universities. They mistakenly believe that by 
shouting out peace, peace, they will have peace.  
I recall that President Barack Obama, in his ac-
ceptance speech for the Nobel Prize, made this 
remark, which I thought was quite good: “The 
belief that peace is desirable is really not enough 
to achieve it.” These Israelis are not interested in 
the land of Israel for its own sake, and without 
that, you will not be able to hold on to it. People 
who are born into it and don’t choose it and do 
not have the love and commitment, they will 
lose it. The Russian immigrants, the Americans 
who come here – they choose to come here, 
and there is a high degree of patriotism and Zi-
onism among these new citizens.

What should the organized Jewish commu-
nity do to promote Zionism? 

 In Israel we have our hands full. Many here 
are opposed to Zionism. It’s our biggest prob-
lem – we are the biggest problem, as the fa-
mous line in Pogo said, “We have met the en-
emy and he is us.”  For those Jews outside of 
Israel, there are many Israel-related programs. 
But, to a large extent there is a drop in interest 
in Israel in the religious community and there 
is a need to change these programs in order to 
spark the interest of our youth. Its true that to 
the outside world Israel seems to be a relatively 
peaceful place, in spite of all our problems. From 
the inside, too, it seems like a place that is stable.  
But that doesn’t reflect the whole truth; in actu-
ality, Israel is a place with many real challenges 
and needs. 

Youth respond to a real challenge – the 
idea of danger and commitment. I think that by 
stressing the challenge aspect, there would be 
a better chance of attracting the young people, 
since by definition, youth need a challenge in 
order to get a sense of accomplishment. Water 
rafting, caving in Guatemala – these activities 
give them a challenge – and maybe challenge is 
what’s needed. The early Zionists came to Israel 
in order to meet the big challenge. There was 
something to accomplish and to do.  Perhaps 

 The whole 
reason for 
starting with 
the story of 
creation is only 
in order that 
Am Yisrael 
should possess 
the land of 
Israel.  If it 
weren’t for the 
giving of the 
Land of Israel 
to the people 
of Israel, you 
wouldn’t need 
the whole 
Torah!
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some youth have developed a “syndrome” – 
they come to Israel for the chagim, for weddings 
and other simchas, and it has become like going 
to Florida to visit your aunt – boring. It is for the 
Israel programs to offer these young people ex-
periences in Israel that will challenge them and 
give them opportunities to achieve something 
that will provide them with a sense of accom-
plishment.

The post-Zionist agenda is big problem. 
Why live in Efrat rather than Hadera? A Zionist 
explains that, “I want to live in the land of Israel 
- Hevron, Shechem, because these places are 
meaningful to me, they are not just a place to 
live. This is a tremendous debate in Israel. We 
are trying to overcome this attitude. It’s some-
thing that requires education. One new under-
taking is the Jewish Statesmanship College, a 
program established to train leaders, to imbue 
young people with the Zionist idea. People 
have to learn these ideas from their youth.  If 
you don’t love it, you can’t be forced to love it. 
Love is an emotion which you can’t force – you 
need an educational effort.

Visiting Israel is very important and real ac-
tivities – archeological digs, excursions which 
require some effort are very important – not 
just touring in buses. Young people like to ac-
complish something. 

can you comment on the international dele-
gitimization campaign against israel?

The delegitimization campaign starts in 
Israel. We ourselves began it with the delegiti-
mization of  settlements, which were defined as 
everything beyond ’67, and with this, we auto-
matically delegitimized the whole of the Israeli 
state. It starts with us. We should say, this is our 
land; we have lived here not only for thousands 
of years, but also for [the last] hundreds of years. 
When we use the word “Palestinian” to denote 
only Arabs, we are delegitimizing ourselves. If 
they are the native Palestinians, we by default, 
categorize ourselves as colonialists – settlers. 
The natives, the Palestinians are the Arabs and 
this is Palestine, ergo, you are not a native; you 
don’t belong here. Even if the implication is not 
there in conscious awareness, make no mistake, 
it trickles into the consciousness and makes a 
strong impression. Once, I was in the faculty 
room and a colleague asked me, ‘Do you ever 
speak to any Palestinians?’ I replied, ‘All the time 
-  I’m married to a Palestinian!’ My wife is a native 
of Palestine and therefore, a Palestinian!

When we have to evacuate the “settle-

ments,” when we do this, we delegitimize Israel. 
In reality, there is no better reason we should be 
in Tel Aviv than in Yehuda and Shomron. If we 
talk about the ‘67 borders as if the world began 
there, we are delegitimizing Israel. We have to 
stop first. This is our land.

how important is Zionism within our lives as 
torah Jews? 

The first Rashi answers the question – the 
only reason the Torah starts with Bereishit is 
Zionism.  Three times a day, we ask HaShem to 
return to Yerushalayim: L’Yerushalayim ircha, 
b’rachamim tashuv (Return in mercy to Jeru-
salem, Your city), but we have to help HaShem 
stay here. He needs us. He can’t do this job with 
everybody else saying we should give away 
Yerushalayim. We recite words, but perhaps, 
many of us don’t mean what we say. Zionism 
and the land of Israel have always been central 
for Torah Jews. We need the state in order to 
live. Even chareidim, who have no commitment 
to the state, as such, see they are better off with 
a Jewish government than a non-Jewish gov-
ernment. 

Should we teach Zionism in our day schools? 
Zionism is not a subject which has to be 

taught, though what perhaps needs to be 
taught is the concept of Eretz Yisrael, Talmud, 
Torah, Yehuda HaLevi, things that have to do 
with the love of Israel. Maybe teaching Israel 
studies and the history of modern Israel is what 
needs to be taught, for this curriculum is miss-
ing in Israeli schools, and when it is taught, it is 
taught in a post-Zionist manner, such as teach-
ing that the Six Day War was provoked by Israel. 
We should try to give some idea of the attitude 
found in our foundational sources, from Chazal, 
to Medinat Yisrael and to teach some modern 
Israeli history, but in a truthful, not ideologically 
corrupted way.

how can parents instill Zionism in their chil-
dren? 

There is nothing like example. If you are con-
stantly talking about Israel, if you give a dvar To-
rah about the love of Israel, if you subscribe to a 
publication from Israel or about Israel, have Is-
raeli objects around your house, teach your kids 
Hebrew – all of these actions speak loudly, and 
show your children what’s important to you. 
That is the most effective and profound peda-
gogical  method. 

 If we do not 
have Zionism, 

we have no 
right to the 

state, and we 
will lose it. We 
cannot ignore 
the possibility 

that we will 
either all get 

killed or Israel 
will turn into 

another Middle 
East Arab 

entity.

Many here are 
opposed to 

Zionism. It’s 
our biggest 

problem – we 
are the biggest 

problem, as the 
famous line in 

Pogo said, “We 
have met the 

enemy and he 
is us.” 
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HaShomer HaChadash
The New  Israeli Guardians

By Lisa Samin

Yoel Zilberman, 26, is the son of a third-generation cattle breeder 
in Israel’s lower Galilee region. Yoel saw his father brought to the 
brink of bankruptcy by marauders who destroyed his fences, 
stole and slaughtered his livestock, set his barns on fire and 
physically threatened him. He, like other farmers and ranchers 
in the north and south, who administer vast tracks of state-
owned land, could no longer protect his land from the Bedouin 
and Israeli-Arabs who tried to illegally seize it. 

Z
ilberman, who was on active 
duty in an Israel Defense Force 
(IDF) elite commando unit 
at the time, decided to act. 
“When my father told us that 
he was ready to give up 650 
acres I said, no way. I couldn’t 

just stand by and watch everything my family 
worked for generations be destroyed,” said Yoel. 
“I asked my commanding officer for a special 
leave of absence to help my family.”

Zilberman, a decisive, no-nonsense young 
man, settled in a modified shipping container 
overlooking his father’s property, and for two 
years he kept watch day and  night over the land 
and the herd. He was joined by friends, and by 
other rancher’s sons and daughters, who were 
dealing with similar situations. 

At the same time, On Rifman, a young man 
with deep family roots in the Negev, was facing 
the same problem. And like Zilberman, Rifman 
was joined by friends, sons and daughters of 
other ranchers and supporters who helped him 
to keep watch and protect the land.

A chance meeting between Zilberman and 
Rifman gave rise to the founding of the New Is-
raeli Guardians, named after the original Guards-
men who protected remote Jewish settlements 
100 years ago. 

“We saw that when we were present on the 
land and the land-thieves saw that we were 
there, they were less inclined to cause damage,” 
says Yoel. “We decided that given the inactivity 
of the officials responsible for this, it was time to 
take strong civic action.”

Even Israel’s Comptroller wrote in 2009 
that the situation was getting out of hand. In 
a Jerusalem Post article, reporter Carolyn Glick 
wrote, “By the end of 2007 there were more 
than 100,000 illegally built structures in Israel. 
The overwhelming majority were constructed 

Putting up fences
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on state land seized by Arab land thieves in 
the Negev and the Galilee. By the end of 2009, 
the number of illegal buildings grew to an esti-
mated 150,000. The scope of the theft is so vast 
that the Comptroller’s Report referred to it as a 
‘national scourge’.”

The New Israeli Guardians was officially es-
tablished in 2007 as an apolitical, non-profit 
organization, and witnessed a meteoric rise. 
What started out as a volunteer organization to 
protect the land, has expanded to include pro-
grams that are reconnecting young Israelis to 
the Zionist values on which the State of Israel 
was founded, and instilling a sense of pride and 
ownership among Jewish young people.

“Today’s generation is growing strawberries 
on Facebook and disenfranchised from the val-
ues of the Jewish state,” says Zilberman quietly 
but strongly. “We need to return to our connec-
tion to the land, to work to protect our country, 
to feel a sense of mutual responsibility and com-
mitment to one another. These values are erod-

ing and we want to bring them back.”
In fact, one of the organization’s mottos is 

Shomer Achi – my brother’s keeper, a play on the 
famous passage in the Bible, when Cain turns to 
G-d and asks, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”

Since its inception, the number of volunteers 
has grown from 40 to over 1200 today. The vol-
unteers consist of the Guardsmen, who under-
go intensive training and then patrol the lands 
from outposts set up by the New Israeli Guard-
ians. These volunteers give anywhere from 
six to 20 days a year to the organization. “Our 
guardsmen are men and women over the age of 
21, who have completed their army service, and 
want to do something for their country. When 
you give people something meaningful to do, 
they respond,” says Zilberman. 

The guardsmen are law-abiding citizens and 
work in conjunction with the local authorities. 
They are trained in self-defense methods, but 
do not carry weapons, and immediately contact 
the police when there is a problem. “At first, the 

What started out as a 
volunteer organization 
to protect the land, has 
expanded to include 
programs that are 
reconnecting young Israelis 
to the Zionist values on 
which the State of Israel 
was founded, and instilling 
a sense of pride and 
ownership among Jewish 
young people.

Since its 
inception, the 
number of 
volunteers has 
grown from 40 to 
over 1200 today. 
The volunteers 
consist of the 
Guardsmen, 
who undergo 
intensive training 
and then patrol 
the lands from 
outposts set up 
by the New Israeli 
Guardians. 

Patrolling on horses
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police didn’t respond to us,” explains Zilber-
man. “But now, as the problem is spiraling out 
of control, and they see that we are not going 
away, we are working in cooperation.”

The organization currently has 11 outposts, 
seven in the Galilee and four in the Negev. “With 
additional funding, we will expand the num-
ber of outposts,” says Zilberman. Each outpost 
guards between 5,000 – 20,000 acres of land, 
but there is need for many more.

The other group of volunteers is those who 
help the farmers and ranchers to rebuild ter-
races, to define borders and keep the cows from 
roaming off the property, mend fences and 
repair the damage caused by the marauders. 
Many of these volunteers are high school and 
pre-army young men and women and groups 
from Jewish communities who want to help in 
any way they can.

In September of 2010, the Guardians started 
a Young Leadership Program to train a new 
cadre of young leaders who care about the land 
of Israel and are committed to the values of Zi-
onism, connection to the land, volunteerism 
and activism. The 14-month pre-army, work-
study program includes intensive field training, 
theoretical studies, values education and ac-
tual manning of observation posts and patrols. 
Twenty –seven participants were carefully cho-
sen from over 250 applicants.

Yaakov Edri, 19, from Atlanta, Georgia was 
born in Israel, went to the US with his mother at 
age six and then returned to Israel by himself at 
the age of 15 to complete high school. He could 
have gone straight to the army upon gradua-
tion, or to a mechina, or Yeshiva. He decided on 
the Guardians. 

“Everyone needs to choose their way to help 
the country,” says Edri. “This program is so real 
and so close to the Zionist values that I grew up 
with. I feel that I am defining who I am and the 
path I want to take, and then I’ll be able to do 
more for my country.” 

Raz Radan, from Moshav Timrat in the north, 
feels that he is a different person. “I am a secular 
Israeli, but I learned a lot about my own religion 
and I have more respect for it now and more 
openness to religious people. I feel so much 
more connected to my country, to my land.” 
He pauses for a moment and adds, “When I go 
home and get together with my high school 
friends, I see just how much I’ve grown.”

The participants have a rigorous schedule, 
which they feel pushes them to go beyond 
their limits and become stronger, physically 
and mentally. They rise at 5:30 am and work the 

land until 12:30 pm. They build, mend, weld and 
herd sheep and cows. In the afternoon they take 
classes in Zionism, textual study, self-defense, 
Islamic culture, Jewish history and Arabic. In the 
evenings they take shifts patrolling.

“We believe that in order to build real un-
derstanding we need to know our neighbors,” 
says Yoel, who is an Islamic Studies major at the 
Open University. “We don’t pay lip service to 
this. Every Young Leader needs to learn Arabic 
and Arab culture. Only in this way will we be 
able to live together.” 

Ayelet Gordon, 44, a dynamic rancher from 
Kibbutz Ramat Yohanan, in close proximity to 
the Guardian’s outpost near Zippori, feels that 
the organization has been a godsend. “We were 
on the verge of collapsing,” says Gordon. “The 
stealing of our herd and destruction of our fenc-
es was just wearing us down. I felt like I was a 
policewoman instead of a rancher.”

Gordon reached out to Zilberman through 
the internet, explaining the desperate situation 
she was in. With the help of the Guardian’s Gor-
don says that the Kibbutz ranch is once again 
flourishing. “The minute the Arabs saw that we 

The Guardians 
started a Young 

Leadership 
Program to train 

a new cadre of 
young leaders 

who care about 
the land of 

Israel and are 
committed to the 

values of Zionism, 
connection to the 

land, volunteerism 
and activism. 

The 14-month 
pre-army, work-

study program 
includes intensive 

field training, 
theoretical 

studies, values 
education and 

actual manning of 
observation posts 

and patrols. 

“The minute the 
Arabs saw that we 
had people all the 

time patrolling the 
land, they started 

to back off. But I 
was almost at the 

breaking point.”

On and Yoel
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had people all the time patrolling the land, they 
started to back off. But I was almost at the break-
ing point.”

Gordon’s 18-year-old son, who previously 
took no interest in his mother’s work, was so 
impressed by the Guardians that he applied for 
next year’s Young Leadership Program. 

“When he did the three-day physical train-
ing in the field that is necessary to be accepted 
to the program he told me that it was the big-
gest challenge of his life,” explains Gordon, “but 
it was also the most satisfying. Away from the 
television and the computer, he had to rely on 
his own strength, intelligence and sheer deter-
mination.”  

The impact of the Guardians was clearly 
seen during the recent Carmel fire. Within hours 
of the outbreak, the Guardians sent out a text 
message and 500 volunteers from all over the 
country immediately mobilized. “It was incred-
ible,” says Zilberman. Two of the Guardsmen on 
patrol actually caught and prevented additional 
arsonists from adding to the raging flame. 

The Guardians operate on a shoestring bud-
get, with most of the funds coming from donors 
in Israel and North America. And now, almost 
four years after its inception, the Israeli Govern-

ment has passed a decision to provide three-
year funding for the Guardians to expand its 
volunteer program.

“We have 265 people waiting to be trained 
as Guardsmen in the Galilee,” says Zilberman, 
“but we don’t have the manpower to set up ad-
ditional outposts and oversee the volunteers. 
This funding will give us the opportunity to do 
this.”  

In fact, in the past year, the Guardian’s pro-
fessional staff has gone from four full-time 
workers to 12, and Zilberman says that another 
five positions will be added by August. 

“There are incredible logistics involved in 
running the organization,” explains Zilberman. 
“Every outpost has a supervisor, most of who 
have been in elite army units. The Young Lead-
ership program needs both supervisors and 
educators, in addition to the living expenses for 
each participant.” 

“There is so much to be done, and we are 
seeing the impact of our work,” says Zilberman. 
“Service to the country doesn’t stop after the 
army. It is just the beginning. We have to reclaim 
our right to our land and take pride in protect-
ing the Zionist values of our country.” 

For more information, 
see their web site: www.
shomer-israel.org

You may contribute by 
making your check to:  
The Israel Independence 
Fund c/o NGN Capital 
369 Lexington Avenue, 
17th Floor New York, NY 
10017. Please make sure 
to include in the memo: 
Donation for Hashomer 
Hachadash.
The Israel Independence 
Fund is an IRS recog-
nized 501 (c) 3, US Tax 
Identification Number 
is: 20-8676286

You can hear Yoel 
ZIlberman’s inspiring 
speech at: http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v
=TGfc2oRYyxA&feature
=email

Campfire at night

“There is so much to 
be done... We have to 
reclaim our right to our 
land and take pride in 
protecting the Zionist 
values of our country.”
Says Zilberman. 
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I
n 1973, two years after arriving in 
Israel, I began drawing a political 
comic strip for the Jerusalem Post. 
I called it Dry Bones. It became an 
overnight success and was soon 
being quoted by major interna-
tional media as revealing what the 

Israeli  “man in the street” was thinking. The New 
York Times, Wall Street Journal, International 
Herald Tribune, Forbes Magazine, and CBS news 
all did major stories on the Dry Bones phenom-
enon. Soon the cartoon was being syndicated 
internationally.

In 2005, after 32 years of non-stop newspa-
per publication, the digital world beckoned and 
so I started the Dry Bones Blog.  Every day I post 
a Dry Bones cartoon along with a column of 
explanation/commentary. Dry Bones cartoons 
became quite popular in the digital world of the 
Internet. A Facebook Fan Page followed, as did 
a “Dry Bones app”, and Dry Bones at Twitter. To-
day my comments, cartoons, and explanations 
are emailed, shared, reprinted, reposted, face-
booked, tweeted, and syndicated internation-
ally.

But in the forty years that have passed, only 
once did I ever try to explain the vision and pas-
sion that had gripped my imagination and had 
totally changed the path of my life.

Only once did I ever try to explain Zionism.
It was back in the Nineties.
I’d been drawing Dry Bones for twenty 

years. But this would be a book-length cartoon 
…a graphic novel. It would attempt to present 
an “objective” view of the current miraculous 

ingathering of the people of Israel to the land 
of Israel.

I had titled my political comic strip “Dry 
Bones” because of my fascination with the 2600 
year-old prophecy of the ingathering as de-
scribed in the “vision of the dry bones” by the 
Prophet Ezekiel. But now I wanted to do some-
thing bigger than commenting on the news of 
the day! I wanted to tell the “big” story. I would 
write a book to present an “objective” view of 
the Zionist idea. This required an objective sto-
ryteller. My first task as a cartoonist/writer was, 
therefore to invent the character of the narrator. 
Maybe Theodore Herzl? The Prophet Ezekiel? 
Maybe a totally objective narrator would have 
to be non-Jewish …perhaps non-human? …a 
little space alien in a diminutive flying saucer? 
…a time traveler from the future?  I mulled over 
the problem with a sketch pad on my lap, as I 
sat on a bench on Emek Refaim Street, early one 
blindingly sunny morning in Jerusalem.

Space aliens? …Time travelers? …Maybe 
some kind of animal? Across the street a thick-
trunked venerable old tree stood in the front 
garden of an old Jerusalem stone building, 
looking as if it had been there forever. I began to 
mindlessly sketch the tree. My eyes followed the 
curve of its limbs and the twists of its branches 
while the pen in my hand mirrored on the pa-
per what I was seeing. I became lost in captur-
ing the roughness of its bark. Buses began to 
clog the road in what had become the morn-
ing rush hour. I sat on the bench, each passing 
bus taking turns hiding the tree’s trunk as they 
rolled by. Suddenly, shouting laughing noisy 

Trees
It was 1971, I was a cartoonist for a well-known magazine. I was 
married, and lived in Upper Manhattan. I had grown up in a “normal” 
Jewish family in Brooklyn. (not religious, not anti-religious, not 
involved with any “movement” or “ideology” other than the 
Democratic Party).  In 1968 I had campaigned and been elected to 
be a delegate to the Democratic National Convention in Chicago. 
I was a typical, politically active, upper-west side, contented Jew, 
who “fit in” . . . and yet 3 years later, in 1971, I moved “home”. I 
dragged a wife and three children with me, to “return” to the land 
of Israel, a place that we had never even visited.

 I wanted to 
do something 

bigger than 
commenting  
on the news  

of the day!  
I wanted to tell 
the “big” story. 
I would write a 

book to present 
an “objective” 

view of the 
Zionist idea.

...In One Convenient
Location.

Your Entire World...
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school kids were everywhere, a bell rang and 
they disappeared! My bench was in front of a 
school. The traffic had thinned now. I continued 
the sketch of the tree that stood in the Jerusa-
lem courtyard across the street. Now a parade 
of young mothers chatting as they pushed baby 
carriages along the pavement. Soon the scream-
ing school kids reappeared. Recess?! I was exas-
perated at the disturbing movement and noise 
that kept interfering with my concentration on 
and communion with the tree. I fumed to my-
self “Don’t these creatures have any roots?!!” I 
stopped. I realized that for an instant I had seen 
our species through their eyes. The eyes of the 
trees. Their roots grew into the soil, we were 
the rootless ones. We ran from place to place, 
like dry leaves in the wind. Our species judged 
progress by how much land we had “cleared” of 
trees. We, the rootless ones had carved up the 
planet, we poured asphalt on the earth to make 
roads so that we could speed further and faster 
in our vehicles than we could ever move on our 
feet

I understood.
The creatures that could objectively tell the 

story of the Children of Israel and the Land of 
Israel were the Trees of Israel! What would they 
say about the Bible, our history, our miraculous 
ingathering, and our (and their) future hopes 
on this planet that we share? They were all 
around me. Some stood in a line at the edge of 
the schoolyard. I could see some ancient pines 
watching from a park down the road. And, of 
course, the venerable old tree that stood, look-
ing at me from across the street.

The narrators of my book about Zionism 
would be …the Trees!

But if the Trees could speak, what would 
they say?

As the months went by my pen often flew 
as if I were taking dictation. At other times there 
seemed to be nothing to say. During this time I 
moved from mountain-top Jerusalem down to 
sea shore Tel Aviv and discovered the trees that 
stood in rows on Rothschild Boulevard and the 
slender Palms that grew near the sea. At last the 
work was completed. It was a 192 page cartoon. 
A graphic novel called “Trees …the Green Tes-
tament”. It had in it everything I knew and felt 
about this land, our relationship to it, and the 
meaning of our return to it. All as seen through 
the eyes of the trees.

I decided to have a few people read the 
manuscript before we went to press. And that’s 
when things began to get strange. An ultra-
Orthodox friend sat at a café with me on Yoel 
Solomon Street in Jerusalem and solemnly de-
clared that I had not written the book. That it 
had, in fact, been authored by the “Gilgul” of 
some long-dead “Tsadik”. A Lutheran minister 
who met with me after reading the manuscript 
greeted me with “Praise the Lord”. With tears 
running down his face he declared that the 
book was a book of prophecy.

The book was published in 1993 and sold 
out its complete first printing of 40 thousand. 
Soon major newspapers and Jewish journals let 
out the secret that an Israeli cartoonist had writ-
ten or “channeled” a book of prophecy.

But what it was, was a book about that vision 
that had seized me long ago and brought me 
“home” to a place I’d never seen. It was simply a 
book about Zionism.

There’s never been a second printing.
But I’ve decided to freely share the book 

with all. So I scanned it and put it online. To 
download your free copy of trees just go to:

www.drybones.com/trees

Kosherica, the leader in glatt kosher 
cruises and Passover vacations, is proud 
to announce its all-star line up of cruises 
for 2011. Kosherica, well-known for its 
exciting destinations, fine glatt kosher 
gourmet cuisine, five star ships and excit-
ing programming, will be hosting some 
truly wonderful  cruise adventures begin-
ning with its July 3, 2011 “Enrich Your Re-
lationships” Alaska cruise. 

For a fun, relaxed Alaska experience, 
Kosherica vacationers can choose a 
Jewish Comedy Cruise, featuring Yisroel 
Campbell, from the hit Broadway show, 
“Circumcise Me”. 

And if Europe is more your cup of 
tea, Kosherica’s exclusive Jewish Heri-
tage Tours give a choice of eight different 
cruises. They include five to the Medi-
terranean, with a Greek isles cruise that 

features world-renowned  Cantor Yaakov 
Motzen; Portugal Belgium and Spain; the 
Greek isles; Spain, Monaco and Italy; and 
three tours to the Baltics and Russia and 
the Norwegian Fjords, featuring Can-
tor Chaim Adler, Chief Cantor in the Tel 
Aviv Great Synagogue. A new addition 
to Kosherica’s offerings are the exclusive 
Australia/Great Barrier Reef cruise and an 
Asian cruise both departing this winter.

The creatures 
that could 

objectively tell 
the story of the 

Children of Israel 
and the Land of 

Israel were the 
Trees of Israel!  

What would 
they say about 

the Bible,  
our history, 

our miraculous 
ingathering, and 

our (and their) 
future hopes on 

this planet  
that we share?  

They were all 
around me.

For more info. visit www.kosherica.com or call 877-724-5567 or 305-695 2700. 

Advertorial
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Government of Israel
Ministry of tourisM • north AMericA

yitzhak rabin Way • 800 second Avenue, 16th floor • new york, ny 10017  • teL: (212) 499-5644 • fAX: (212) 499-5645
e-mail: haimg@imot.org      •      www.goisrael.com

Dear Friends,

There are few journeys any of us can make that take on the persona of a 

mitzvah, but visiting our homeland is certainly chief among them. For 3,000 years, 

Jews have been hiking, sailing, riding on horseback or in creaking carriages and, 

in our era, flying to Eretz Israel, and each visit has always encompassed countless 

emotions and spiritual awakenings. It is no less true today as it was ten, twenty, 

thirty centuries ago. 

I am deeply gratified that tourism to Israel is at an all-time high. In 2010, more 

visitors came to Israel than in any year since Medinat Israel was founded in 1948, and 

the outlook for 2011 is very encouraging. We know that much of that achievement 

comes as a result of the devotion to Israel by the Orthodox Jewish community 

in the United States. Every Israeli appreciates your support, and every Israeli is 

grateful for your investment in our homeland, in our tourism infrastructure, and 

in our future.

We know that many American Jews consider Israel their second home and their 

spiritual home. It is a privilege for us in Israel to be your hosts when you come 

home to us. In the words of our current advertising campaign: “There’s a little bit 

of Israel in all of us; come find the Israel in you.” 

Shalom,

Haim Gutin 

hAiM Gutin
consuL

tourisM coMMissioner
north & south AMericA
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A HISTORY OF 
TRAVEL TO ISRAEL

Reflections on a  
3,000 Year-Old Saga

Gershon Simon
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With the giving of the 
Torah, Jews were mandated 
to “ascend” three-times a year 
on the “Aliya l’regel,” first to 
Shilo and later, to the Temple 
in Jerusalem  to celebrate the 
festivals of Pesach, Shavuot and 
Sukkot, bringing with them the 
various sacrificial offerings of 
new agricultural produce and 
animals. These annual events 
established and enshrined the 
practice of regular pilgrimage 
within Jewish tradition. It is 
estimated that 25 centuries 
ago, it was not uncommon for 
as many as a million Jewish 
pilgrims to go up to Jerusalem 
three times a year with giant 
tent cities erected to the city’s 
north and west to accommodate 
the “olim.” The observance of 
these three Shloshat Haregalim 
– or the three “foot” festivals, in 
reference to the physical walking 
required to reach the Temple in 
Jerusalem  – added an interesting  
bit of Jewish lore, for in medieval 
times, when Jews from Ashkenaz 
(Germany and Poland) completed 
a rare and arduous pilgrimage 
to Eretz Israel, some took to 
adding the appendage “drei fuss” 
(German and Yiddish for three 
feet), to their names alluding to 
their status as a pilgrim of one of 
the “three foot” festivals.  Thus 
evolved the German-Jewish 

family name “Dreyfus.”
After the Romans destroyed 

the second Temple in 70 CE, 
Jewish prayer and devotion 
became attached to the only 
remnant of the Temple, the 
western retaining wall (the 
“Kotel”) of the Temple enclosure. 
Over the centuries, the anguished 
prayers and grief of the Jews 
over the Temple’s loss prompted 
gentile observers to refer to the 
Kotel as the “Wailing Wall.”

With the advent of 
Christianity, Christian pilgrims 
began traveling to the land 
of Israel. In 324, the newly 
Christianized Byzantine Emperor 
Constantine charged his mother, 
Queen Helena, with the task of 
traveling from Constantinople 
(today, Istanbul) to Israel to 
identify the sites associated with 
Christianity. 

With the ascent of Islam, 
Jerusalem become sacred to a 
third faith, for Islam venerated 
not only the traditions of both 
Judaism and Christianity, but also 
regarded their prophets as its 
own. The great mosques of the 
Temple Mount –were constructed 
in the seventh century. First came 
the Dome of the Rock, atop the 
site of the Temple, and when it 
was deemed too small,  Emperor 
Justinian’s 6th-century St. Mary’s 
Basilica was converted into the 

o country on earth has 

for so long been so in-

timately involved with 

traveling – or, as its 

successor is known to-

day, tourism – as eretz 

israel.  the choice of mt. 

moriah as the site of the 

Beit hamikdash – the 

holy temple was not 

arbitrary: it was atop 

the very same moun-

tain that abraham had 

prepared to sacrifice 

isaac, and had received 

G-d’s covenant that this 

land was “promised 

abraham and his seed 

forever.” 

N
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vast mosque of Al-Aksa.
Although the Crusaders 

forays into Israel were nominally 
“religious,” their brutally 
appalling passages throughout 
the holy land were anything 
but “pilgrimages”.  For in their 
quest to liberate Jerusalem in 
the name of their religion, they 
tortured and slaughtered untold 
thousands of indigenous Jews 
and Arabs.  Only Nazi Germany, 
seven centuries later, would 
surpass their barbarity.  In 
their wake, the Crusaders left 
behind a network of castles 
and basilicas, fortresses and 
ramparts that stand to this day, 
an incongruously magnificent 
tribute to so vicious a horde.

After the crusaders were 
finally vanquished in 1291, 
pilgrims – Jewish, Christian 
and Muslim – continued to 
reach Israel, but their numbers 
dwindled until, by 1800, 
Israel, now usually referred 
to as Palestine, the Roman 
bastardization of “Philistia,” 
had become an unimportant 
backwater of the Turkish 
Ottoman Empire. As travelers 
everywhere became more 
adventurous, travel to the “Holy 
Land” began to revive. In Britain, 
Eothen, the account of a visit to 
Palestine by A.W. Kinglake, was 
wildly popular, a 19th-century 

equivalent of a blockbuster. 
Gustave Flaubert charmed 
France with his tale of Salome 
dancing for Herod at Herodion, 
Herod’s palace south of 
Jerusalem. Closer to home, Mark 
Twain’s account of a benighted 
and melancholy Palestine in 
The Innocents Abroad ignited 
America’s imagination.

The 19th century brought, 
not only the first inklings of 
the modern age to Eretz Israel, 
but also a stream, slow at first, 
then a gusher, of Jews returning 
from the Diaspora to restore 
their homeland, physically and 
spiritually. By 1840, Jerusalem 
had a Jewish majority for the 
first time since 70 CE, and 
Jewish agricultural settlements 
were started in the Plain of 
Sharon and the Galilee. In 1869, 
England’s Thomas Cook brought 
his first group of “excursionists” 
to Palestine, attended by teams 
of dragomen and herds of 
camels and donkeys hauling 
tents, oriental carpets, brass 
beds, tin baths, potted plants, 
dining chairs and damask 
tablecloths to provide the 
comforts of home to the intrepid 
travelers. In 1876, Germany’s 
Karl Baedeker published his first 
guidebook of “Jerusalem and its 
Surroundings.” And in 1892, the 
Turks built a railroad to cover 

the 50 twisting miles from Jaffa 
to Jerusalem, cutting the two-
day journey to a comparatively 
effortless four hours. Seven 
years later, in order to provide 
an appropriate atmosphere of 
pomp to surround the arrival 
of Germany’s Kaiser Wilhelm, 
an imposing train station was 
constructed in Jerusalem. And, 
at the turn of the new century, 
the Fast Hotel was opened next 
to Jerusalem’s Jaffa Gate, the 
first establishment in the city 
designed solely to accommodate 
tourists. It was two hundred 
yards from the Jaffa Gate that 
Theodor Herzl stayed (in the 
“Stern House” in what is now 
the chic Mamilla neighborhood) 
during his visit to Eretz Israel 
in the hope of persuading the 
Kaiser to support his dream of a 
Jewish State.

With the arrival of the British 
in 1917, Palestine became – if 
not literally, certainly in practice 
– part of the British Empire. By 
the end of the 1920s, a flood 
of Jewish immigration had 
transformed the country on 
every level, including tourism. 
The ancient port city of Jaffa was 
now outclassed by Tel Aviv, the 
garden suburb it had spawned 
in 1909. Tel Aviv brought 
an entirely new dynamic to 
Palestine – a European sense 

Jerusalem Herodian Mansion

54   •  NatioNal CouNCil of YouNg israel    viewpoiNt spriNg 5771/2011     NatioNal CouNCil of YouNg israel    viewpoiNt spriNg 5771/2011   •   55

• 
   

sp
eC

ia
l 

Zi
o

N
is

m
 is

su
e 

iii
 

•  
  S

pe
ci

al
 S

ec
tio

n 
Is

ra
el

 M
in

is
tr

y 
of

 T
ou

ris
m

 



of style and the outdoors. Like 
Miami’s South Beach, it even 
spawned its own architecture, a 
tropical, Mediterranean version 
of the Bauhaus. (In 2011, Tel 
Aviv boasts more Bauhaus 
architecture than any city on the 
planet.) While Israel’s ancient 
cities had built ramparts for 
protection from the sea, Tel 
Aviv was designed to embrace 
the Mediterranean, with a 
seafront promenade of cafes and 
beaches, and most notably, small 
hotels, including the moderne 
Gat Rimon and San Remo, and 
the Palatine, opened in the 
mid-thirties by the Schlossberg 
family who had recently arrived 
from Königsberg, Germany. The 
Schlossberg’s daughter, Leah, 
would later marry Yitzchak Rabin.  
In 1931, a group of Egyptian Jews, 
experienced in hosting travelers 
sumptuously in Cairo and Upper 
Egypt at their Shepheards, 
Winter Palace and Cataract 
Hotels, opened a similarly 
imposing colonial “grand” hotel 
on Jerusalem’s Julian’s Way.  They 
named this sumptuous hotel 
for “King David,” in honor of the 
monarch who made the city his 
capital 3,000 years earlier. 

The port of Haifa soon 
expanded into a major base 
both for the Royal Navy and as 
an important ocean terminal, 
adding Palestine to the routings 
of the world’s shipping lines. 
In 1936 at Lydda (Lod), midway 
between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, 
the British built an aerodrome. 

When it opened, Lydda’s art 
deco terminal building was the 
world’s largest and soon became 
an important stop for colonial 
airlines en route to the Orient. 
In 1935, the Jewish Agency - 
the quasi-governmental body 
created by the Jews of Eretz 
Israel as a precursor to an 
independent government - 
created its “Tourist Development 
Association of Palestine,” and 
art-deco posters encouraging 
travelers to “VISIT PALESTINE” 
soon vied with soaring profiles 
of the Normandie on the walls of 
travel bureaux in Europe and the 
United States. 

In the wake of World War 
II, with the trauma of the 
Holocaust, the Jews of Palestine 
set about concentrating 
all their efforts on winning 
independence, and in 1948, 
after a lapse of 1,878 years, an 
independent Israel was restored. 
The first task at hand, apart from 
fighting off the coordinated 
invasion of its five neighbors, was 
to rescue hundreds of thousands 
of Holocaust survivors, as well 
as refugees from Arab North 
Africa and the Middle East. 
Battered, war-vintage airplanes 
were procured and pressed into 
service to fly the immigrants 
“home” and, taking a phrase 
meaning “to the skies” from the 
book of Hosea, the Israelis called 
their fledgling airline “El Al.” 

For almost ten years, Israelis 
labored to build a state, ward 
off their enemies and absorb, 

feed, clothe, employ and house 
a million immigrants: there 
was little time to think about 
anything as trifling as tourism. 
But the infrastructure was 
sound. By 1956, El Al had grown 
into an airline of international 
prominence. The ships of Zim, 
Israel’s very own shipping line, 
were plying the Mediterranean 
and North Atlantic. In 1953, 
another family of German-
Jewish immigrants, headed by 
Yekutiel Federmann, converted 
its small Kaete Dan guest house 
on the Tel Aviv sea-shore into 
the ultra-luxurious Dan Hotel, 
whose opulence and Miami-
Modern architecture staggered 
Israelis and visitors alike. The 
government made attempts to 
interest overseas investors in 
the hulk of the King David Hotel, 
whose southern wing had been 
blown up by the Irgun in 1946. 
Now, with Jerusalem divided 
by barbed wire and tank traps, 
the King David was not only 
partly wrecked, but smack on 
the border of “No Man’s Land” 
and nobody was buying.  In 
1950, even the Jewish owners 
of Washington’s Willard Hotel 
and Chicago’s Palmer House 
declined to purchase it for the 
rock-bottom price of the value of 
the hotel’s linens and silver. But 
the Federmanns had more vision. 
They bought the King David,  
restored its grandeur and, within 
the decade, it was once more, as 
it remains to this day, Jerusalem’s 
pre-eminent address. 

The Old Jaffa train station Old port of Jaffa The Haifa port in the 1940s
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In 1957, as Israel prepared to 
celebrate its 10th anniversary, 
the government decided that 
the state’s foundations were 
now sound enough to permit 
the expenditure of effort and 
funds on tourism. The task of 
promoting travel to Israel for 
the anniversary season was 
assigned to a civil servant in the 
Prime Minister’s Office, Teddy 
Kollek, who, ten years later, 
would become Jerusalem’s 
mayor. Spectacular promotion 
campaigns were mounted 
overseas, and a sophisticated 
series of advertisements 
appeared in the New York Times. 
Several Jewish organizations 
opened travel departments 
in 1958, giving birth to a vast 
movement of American Jewish 
visitors to the land of Israel. 
The flow of Jewish Americans 
coming to Israel was so poignant 
and extraordinary that “Shalom,” 
a musical comedy about a 
group of American Jewish 
ladies touring Israel, opened 
on Broadway in 1960, written 
by composer Jerry Herman 
(who later was to write “Hello 
Dolly,” “Mame” and “La Cage aux 
Folles”).  The following year, the 
Tel Aviv Sheraton Hotel opened, 
the first venture in Israel financed 
by a foreign hotel chain, notable 
for its decision to flout the Arab 
economic boycott of the Jewish 
State.

More than 50 years later, in 
2010, Israelis welcomed some 
3.5 million tourists (an all-time 

record) to a country that remains 
exotic, but which has also 
become amazingly sophisticated 
and Western. The government’s 
foresight back in 1957 has paid 
off, for tourism has become 
the country’s chief source 
of foreign currency income. 
El Al’s fleet of ultra-modern, 
made-in-the-USA jets, as well 
as 70 foreign airlines, connect 
“Lydda,” now Israel’s Ben Gurion 
International Airport, with 40 
countries. Jerusalem, a divided 
provincial backwater from 1948 
until 1967, has developed a 
prominence equal or surpassing 
the days of Solomon or Herod. 
Tel Aviv literally never closes, 
a burgeoning city of business 
and finance, restaurants, 
shopping malls and tumult, at 
the very same time it is one of 
the world’s only cities which is 
also a glamorous and spirited 
beach resort. Eilat, no more than 
an army hut on the Red Sea 
in 1948, has developed into a 
major and sophisticated resort, 
with floods of European visitors 
in the winter, eager to visit one 
of the only spots within a few 
hours of London, Stockholm or 
Paris, where winter sunshine and 
warmth is guaranteed. And at 
the Dead Sea, an array of hotels 
hosts visitors eager to sample 
the climate and the mineral-filled 
sea at the lowest point on earth.

Throughout Israel, hotels, 
restaurants and tourist 
attractions abound, with not 
only Israeli and international 

chains represented, but a 
flood of chic boutique hotels. 
Many kibbutzim – the network 
of collective agricultural 
settlements started in the first 
decade of the century which, 
to many, have long symbolized 
the uniqueness of Israel – 
long ago entered the tourism 
business. All over the country, 
and particularly in the Galilee, 
dozens of kibbutzim have 
opened extremely comfortable 
motel-style guest houses. But 
tourism can be small-scale too, 
for across Israel, a wave of bed-
and-breakfast accommodations, 
known as “zimmerim,” has 
brought new standards and 
choices to travelers. 

To many, perhaps most 
tourists, Israel remains, first 
and foremost, a destination 
for the religious traveler. 
But Israel has also earned its 
place as a uniquely charming 
vacation destination with an 
extraordinary assortment of 
moods, attractions, facets and 
possibilities. Indeed, more and 
more travelers, from countries 
such as Japan and India, who 
have no religious connection to 
Israel, are including the Jewish 
State on their travel itineraries. 
And the Israel Ministry of 
Tourism is developing plans 
to welcome 5 million visitors 
annually by 2015.

The Haifa port in the 1940s King David Hotel, Jerusalem Beach front, Eilat
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A N Y W H E R E  E L S E  T H I S  W O U L D  J U S T  B E  A     N I G H T  A T  T H E  O P E R A .

g o i s r a e l . c o m

There’s a little bit of Israel 
in all of us.

Come find the Israel in you.

Dead Sea

B U T  T H I S  I S 

M A S A D A

Israel’s mountain fortress was the 
site of the famed last stand of the 
Jewish rebels against the Roman 
legions. It may be the only venue 

for world-class opera with a  
history that rivals the drama  

onstage. Last year, it 
premiered “Nabucco,” to great 
acclaim, and this year, “Aida” 
will be staged – don’t miss it. 

Just one and a half hours from 
Jerusalem, it stands high above 

the breathtaking Dead Sea, 
where renowned spas and 

stunning landscapes abound. 
Come experience where the 

drama, history and culture that 
makes us who we are still lives.

Text GOISRAEL to 41513
now for Best Deals
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for world-class opera with a  
history that rivals the drama  

onstage. Last year, it 
premiered “Nabucco,” to great 
acclaim, and this year, “Aida” 
will be staged – don’t miss it. 

Just one and a half hours from 
Jerusalem, it stands high above 

the breathtaking Dead Sea, 
where renowned spas and 

stunning landscapes abound. 
Come experience where the 

drama, history and culture that 
makes us who we are still lives.

Text GOISRAEL to 41513
now for Best Deals
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many travelers planning a trip to israel are motivated by a 
connection with family or a reaffirmation of religious heritage or 
even just by thoughts of a sunny mediterranean getaway.  Fewer 

visitors, however, think of israel on par with such international 
destinations as France, italy or Spain.  But, why not?  no other 

place on earth boasts the kind of cultural and artistic diversity 
that tiny israel packs into an area only the size of the state 

of new Jersey.  Where else can a tourist start the day with a 
stroll through the millennia-old streets of the old city of 

Jerusalem, visit the quaint independent arts and crafts 
galleries of tzfat, tour the endless (and endlessly 
diverse) museums of haifa, stop for a visit at the 

most talked-about new design museum in the 
world in holon, and end the day in tel aviv and 

Jaffa with a walk through the twin cities’  
many fascinating outdoor bazaars?

THE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE

 OF ISRAEL
From Antiquity to the Avant Garde

Old City of Jerusalem

 Qumran  Masada  Megido  Ceasarea  Jerusalem
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Old City of Jerusalem

Home to some of the world’s 
richest archaeological wonders, 
Israel is the ultimate destination 
for travelers in search of historical, 
cultural and religious discovery.   In 
the City of David, the oldest settled 
neighborhood of Jerusalem and a 
major archaeological site, travelers 
can explore artifacts dating as far 
back as the Chalcolithic period 
(4500-3500 BCE), and trek through 
Hezekiah’s tunnel— a water supply 
system from around 700 BCE.  In 
the Old City of Jerusalem, visitors 
can continue their underground 
tour of the city through the Western 
Wall Tunnel, the original Western 
Wall of King Herod’s Temple Mount, 
traversing across 1,445 feet of 
2,000-year-old Herodian stones.

Walking the streets of 
Jerusalem’s Jewish Quarter 
is an ideal way to explore the 
Jerusalem of old, a history richly 
commemorated in such sites as the 
Burnt House museum (the former 

residence of the Katros family, 
a priestly family named in the 
Talmud, that was destroyed by the 
Romans during the period of the 
fall of the Second Temple) and the 
Herodian Mansions, where visitors 
can discover how the wealthy 
Jerusalemites of 2,000 years ago 
lived.  The archeological wonders of 
Jerusalem continue to be revealed 
in the Archaeology Wing of the 
recently renovated Israel Museum, 
which boasts not only the Model 
of the Second Temple, but also the 
world-famous Shrine of the Book, 
which houses the Dead Sea Scrolls 
and more recently, a 2,000-year-old 
royal box uncovered at King Herod’s 
palace at Herodion.

The archeological activities do 
not stop in Jerusalem—travelers 
can drive one hour southeast of 
Tel Aviv to Beit Guvrin National 
Park to dig and sift for pottery and 
other finds and spelunk through 
the park’s ancient cave systems.  

Farther south in the desert, travelers 
can explore the wonders of 
Qumran National Park, where the 
Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered, 
and Masada, the site of Herod’s 
magnificent hilltop fortress and the 
epic Jewish rebellion against the 
Roman invasion.  Traveling  north, 
one may visit Caesarea - a UNESCO 
World Heritage site containing 
a wealth of archaeological ruins, 
including a massive Roman 
theater built in the 1st century 
BCE.  At Acre, the medieval gem 
on the Mediterranean, visitors can 
explore the ancient ramparts, the 
fishermen’s port and the impressive 
medieval water cistern over which 
the ancient city is built.  Near the 
town of Afula, one of the most 
important archeological sites in all 
of Israel, Tel Megiddo boasts the 
remains of several civilizations and 
is just one of Israel’s seven amazing 
UNESCO World Heritage sites.

Discover Israel’s archeological wonders
 Qumran  Masada  Megido  Ceasarea  Jerusalem
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In addition to its wealth of ancient 
archeological wonders, Israel is also 
home to a widespread collection of 

contemporary art and design museums 
that is sure to engage travelers of all ages 

and interests.  The newly renovated 20-
acre Israel Museum is the largest cultural 
institution in Israel and is ranked among 
the world’s leading art and archaeology 

museums with a large and impressive 
collection of art and historical artifacts, 
including the Dead Sea Scrolls. For the 

history buff, the Yad Vashem Holocaust 
Memorial Museum offers an unsurpassed 

record of the history of the Holocaust. 
In Tel Aviv, the art-loving tourist can 

delight in major museums such as the 
Tel Aviv Museum of Art, the Eretz Israel 

Museum or the Herzliya Museum of 
Contemporary Art, or set off  in search 
of smaller, lesser-known gems, such as 

the Rokach House, the Nahum Gutman 
Museum in the city’s bohemian Neve 

Tzedek neighborhood, or the Ilana 
Goor Museum in Jaffa.  The architecture 

aficionado can spend days just wandering 
the streets of Tel Aviv, itself a living 

museum known as the White City, a 
UNESCO World Heritage site, recognized 

for being the largest concentration of 
Bauhaus architecture in the world.  The 
twin cities of Tel Aviv and Jaffa are also 

noteworthy for their profusion of outdoor 
sculptures, artistic installations and 

independent art galleries, a perfect venue 
for exploring the best of the new Israeli 

artists.  
Just south of Tel Aviv is the recently 

opened Design Museum Holon, a Ron 
Arad-designed museum which hosts a 

diverse collection of design and fashion-
based exhibits. In the north, history is 

brought to life throughout the exceptional 
museums in Haifa including the Haifa 

Art Museum, the Dagon Grain Silo & 
Archeological Museum, Maritime Museum, 

the Hecht Museum at the University of 
Haifa and The Tikotin Museum of Japanese 

Art—an extraordinary concentration of 
world-class museums in a city of Haifa’s 

modest size.

Visit Israel’s 
More Modern 

Treasures

Sculpture in Jaffa

The restored Tachana in Tel Aviv - Jaffa
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With its temperate year-round 
climate, Israel is ideally suited 
to open-air markets, bazaars, 
gallery crawls and outdoor art and 
performance events, making it a 
perfect destination for travelers 
who delight in the unusual and 
memorable souvenirs.  Tel Aviv is 
a veritable treasure trove where 
shopping enthusiasts and bargain 
hunters will find everything from 
ritzy designer shopping along 
Dizengoff Street to more affordable 
finds at the Nachalat Binyamin 
crafts market and the legendary 
Jaffa flea market.

  The narrow alleys of the Jaffa 
flea market, which are open year-
round and within easy walking 
distance of Jaffa’s landmark clock 
tower, offer bargain hunters 
anything and everything from new 
fashions, secondhand clothing and 
furniture to vintage vinyl records, 
antiques, toys, even scrap metal. 
One store is devoted purely to 
lamps, others to antique sideboards 
and ancient carpets. Those wanting 
to pick up gifts and a souvenir 
or two, will find stylish mother-
of-pearl chess sets, ornate water 
pipes (hookahs), mounds of Judaica 
and unique artifacts from Israel’s 
early days.  Known in Hebrew as 
shuk ha’pishpishim, the market has 

been around since the 19th century, 
when the port of Jaffa was a hive 
of commerce and the chief point of 
disembarkation for pilgrims visiting 
the Holy Land.   Today, shoppers 
can explore to their hearts’ content 
and then sit down for a cup of tea 
or a delicious lunch in one of the 
market’s bohemian-chic outdoor 
cafés. During the summer months, 
the market stays open to the 
wee hours and is thronged with 
shoppers. 

More recently,  the renovated 
Tachana, formerly the city’s historic 
bustling train station complex, now 
a thoroughly modern center for 
shopping, dining and entertaining 
has been reopened near Jaffa/
Neve Tzedek .  Shoppers can now 
explore the entire 49-acre complex 
of 22 buildings, featuring areas 
devoted to fashion, food, culture, 
history, art, music and children’s 
activities.  And every Thursday 
evening, the Tachana hosts an 
arts and crafts fair, while Friday 
mornings welcome an organic 
farmers’ market, open to locals and 
international visitors alike.  

And no trip to Jerusalem 
would be complete without a 
stroll through the serpentine 
cobblestoned lanes of the shuk 
in the Old City.  There, visitors can 

scoop up treasures from beautiful 
handmade ceramics to souvenir 
T-shirts to rugs, housewares and 
jewelry—a shopper’s delight! 

Visitors from around the world 
come to visit the workshops, 
studios and shops in the artists’ 
colony town of Tzfat in the Galil, 
operated by the immensely creative 
residents.  It is easy to spend 
several days hopping from gallery 
to gallery – check out the Ohr 
Yaacov Gallery, the David Friedman 
Kabbalah Art studio, Iris’s Gallery 
and the Morris Dahan gallery -- 
browsing the works on display and 
watching artisans at work. Whether 
you are in the market for original 
art, reproductions, or handcrafted 
items, there is something at every 
price, and visitors to Tzfat will not 
be disappointed by the wealth of 
unique arts and crafts on display.

Throughout the tiny nation 
of Israel, there are countless 
opportunities to witness the 
seemingly infinite creativity of 
the country’s inhabitants—from 
antiquity until the present day.  For 
more information about touring 
the archeological sites, modern 
museums and arts and crafts 
markets of Israel, please visit www.
goisrael.com. 

Explore Israel’s Best Shopping Markets
The restored Tachana in Tel Aviv - Jaffa Meiri Museum in Tzfat
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For the fourth consecutive year, the Moskowitz Prize for Zionism will be 
awarded to three deserving individuals during the week of Yom Yerusha-
layim (Jerusalem Day) on the historically significant site of Ir David (City of 
David), where King David’s Jerusalem began. This distinguished prize was 
established by Dr. Irving and Cherna Moskowitz as an expression of support 
for people who put Zionism into action in today’s Israeli society, acting for 
the benefit of the common good in order to ensure the strength and resil-
ience of the national Jewish homeland.  This Prize is seen as an expression 
of public gratitude for extraordinary Israeli individuals. The process begins 
with nominations submitted by the general public, with winners chosen 
by a committee headed by Mrs. Cherna Moskowitz and including Professor 
Moshe Arens, Rabbi Yedidya Atlas, Ambassador Yoram Ettinger, Rebbetzin 
Esther Jungreis, Brig. Gen. Avigdor Kahalani, Rabbi Pesach Lerner and Rabbi 
Daniel Moskowitz, along with Special Academic Advisor, Nobel Prize Winner 
Professor Yisrael Aumann, and Prize Director Mrs. Ruth Lieberman. 

Past winners of the prize include Brig. Gen. (ret.) Aharon Davidi (IDF hero 
and Sar-El Chairman); Rabbi Yoel Schwartz (rabbi of IDF’s Nahal Haredi Unit); 
Anita Tucker (leader of Gush Katif communities); Noam Arnon (leader of the 
Hebron Jewish community); Sammy Bar Lev (mayor of Katzrin); Ronit Shuker 
(founder of Givat Achiya); Rabbi David Fendel (head of the Hesder yeshiva 
in Sderot); Moshe “Moshko” Moshkowitz (builder of Gush Etzion); and Brig. 
Gen. (res.) Ran Pecker-Ronen (founder of “Tzahala”). These Israeli men and 
women were chosen to receive the Moskowitz Prize because of their heroic, 
inspiring actions, their personal responsibility, vision and national mission, 
often including a sacrifice of their individual welfare.  

This year’s Moskowitz Prize for Zionism will be awarded to Meir Dagan, 
Chanan Porat, and Yehoshua Fass.

The Moskowitz Prize for 

Zionism is an expression of 

Hakarat Hatov (recognition 

of good) for people who 

act in varied methods 

and in varied fields, and 

as in past years is being 

awarded to three special 

and unique individuals 

who have gone above and 

beyond in their own lives 

to help make Israel into 

a better, safer, more just 

homeland for the  

Jewish people. 

For more information  
please visit our website  

www.moskowitzprize.com

Zionism
Announces Winners for  

5771-2011
Ruth J. Lieberman and Elana Tova Kieffer

Moskowitz Prize 
for
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After an Israeli relative of Rabbi 
Fass’ was murdered in March 
2001 by a terrorist bombing, he 
was compelled to embark on a 
personal mission, which in the 
following years made a significant 
impact on the State of Israel and 
the Jewish people. Together with 
Tony Gelbart, he founded Nefesh 
B’Nefesh, which revolutionized 
western Aliyah by removing 
the financial, professional and 
logistical obstacles that prevent 
many individuals from actualizing 
their dreams. The organization 
has revamped the Aliyah process 
making the idea of moving to 
Israel a more realistic option for 
many. Since its establishment in 
2002, the organization has assisted 
over 27,000 Western Olim and 
has maintained a retention rate 
of 97%. These Olim contribute 
greatly to the social, economic 
and demographic welfare of 
Israeli society by serving in the 
IDF, settling in Israel’s cities and 
periphery, and boosting  
economic growth, while infusing 
the country with idealistic 
enthusiasm and optimism. 

Born in 1945 to Holocaust 
survivors, Dagan has a rich 
past of IDF service, serving as a 
paratrooper and rising through 
the ranks from Company to 
Division Commander. He fought 
in Israel’s wars, was injured twice, 
and earned the Medal of Valor, 
the second highest honor in 
the IDF. Dagan has also served 
in various GHQ staff positions 
until he commenced his service 
at the rank of Major General. 
Dagan served as head of the 
counter-terrorist staff at the Prime 
Minister’s Office from July 1997 
until December 1999. Dagan 
then served as Director General 
of the Israel Secret Intelligence 
Service from 2002 until January 
2011, after his term was extended 
twice. Dagan’s term as Mossad 
Chief is considered especially 
successful, and he has left a 
legacy of creativity and action 
which are held in high esteem by 
Israeli and international leaders 
alike, including Arab leaders 
and international heads of state. 
He now heads the Israeli Port 
Authority.

Chanan Porat’s life’s work has been a mix of 
taking an unfaltering ideological stand in order 
to affect the national agenda, and creating new 
and innovative ways of learning Torah, using 
influences from outside the religious world. 
His parents moved to the new Kibbutz of Kfar 
Etzion when Chanan was six months old. During 
the 1948 War of Independence he was among 
the children of Kfar Etzion evacuated from the 
Kibbutz before it was subsequently overrun by 
Arab attackers. His father was among the last 
defenders and was killed in the battle to hold on 
to the Etzion bloc (Gush Etzion). Chanan grew up 
to be one of the leaders of the surviving children 
and vowed to return to Gush Etzion to reestablish 
the Jewish presence there. 

Porat served as member of the Israeli Knesset 
for many years, as a member of the Techiya party, 
the NRP and a founder of the National Union, 
always true to his ideological roots. Since leaving 
the Knesset, Porat has taught in the Herzog 
Institute next to the Har Etzion Yeshiva which he 
helped establish, and in the Bet Orot Yeshiva in 
East Jerusalem. He has also taught in the Birkat 
Moshe Yeshiva, which is part of the Hesder 
IDF-yeshiva joint program. Porat established the 
“Me’at Min HaOr” magazine, and joined the first 
broadcasts of the Galei Yisrael radio station. He is 
also among the founders and leaders of the “Orot 
Hachesed” organization which provides food, 
electricity and clothing to the less fortunate. 

Meir Dagan Chanan Porat Yehoshua Fass
Rabbi Yehoshua Fass is  
co-founder of Nefesh 
B’Nefesh and has served 
as the organization’s 
Executive Director  
since 2002. 

Rabbi Chanan Porat has been an 
inspiration to both young and old 
throughout his career – as an IDF 
paratrooper in the six-day war, 
leader of the movement to settle 
Yehuda and Shomron, political 
figure and chessed activist. 

Former Mossad Chief, 
Maj. Gen (res.)  
Meir Dagan has 
contributed 
immeasurably to the 
security of Israel.
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A
s we all know by now, Is-
rael has lost the battle 
for public opinion in the 
west. Even the Israel gov-
ernment is now acknowl-
edging this fact. Israel and 
its defenders have been 

outclassed and outmanoeuvred in a war of the 
mind being waged on a battleground it never 
even acknowledged it was on.

Calls for more and better hasbara, however, 
are meaningless if the message or narrative pro-
moted by Israel and its defenders misses the 
point of the attack being waged upon it. And it 
does miss that point, by a mile. 

You cannot resist or overcome a threat un-
less you first understand its nature. The first 
thing to say is that this phenomenon is charac-
teristic not just of the media animosity or eco-
nomic or academic boycotts. It goes across the 
intelligentsia and political class, spreading well 
beyond the normal suspects on the left into the 
mainstream middle-classes.

In Britain, the universities, the established 
church, the theatrical and publishing worlds, 
the voluntary sector, significant elements with-
in the Foreign Office, members of Parliament 
across the political spectrum, as well as the me-
dia have overwhelmingly signed up to the de-
monisation and delegitimisation of Israel. 

The scale of this phenomenon is nothing 
short of a multi-layered civilisational crisis.

The west is experiencing a total inversion of 
truth evidence and reason. A society’s thinking 
class has overwhelmingly subscribed to an im-
moral, patently false and in many cases demon-
strably absurd account of the Middle East, past 

and present, which it has uncritically absorbed 
and assumes to be true.

In routine, everyday discourse history is 
turned on its head; logic is suspended; and an 
entirely false narrative of the conflict is now 
widely accepted as unchallengeable fact, from 
which fundamental error has been spun a glob-
al web of potentially catastrophic false conclu-
sions.

This has led to a kind of dialogue of the de-
mented in which rational discussion is simply 
not possible because there is no shared under-
standing of the meaning of language. So victim 
and victimiser, truth and lies, justice and injus-
tice turn into their precise opposite.

This madness is being promulgated through 
a global alliance between state and non-state 
actors – diplomats and journalists, politicians 
and NGOs and websites. Many of these are wag-
ing war not just against Israel but against the 
west.

There are two preconditions for an effective 
fightback. First is to form effective structures of 
resistance. Those structures, however, depend 
in turn on a correct understanding of the nature 
and scale of what we are up against. 

So far, the structures are not in place, and 
more important still, what Israel is up against 
is grossly — and fatally — underestimated and 
misunderstood.

The problem is that we are dealing with a 
pathology — to which we nevertheless respond 
as if it were rational behaviour. 

What’s happened is a pattern of thinking in 
the west which turns reality upside down. Re-
markably, this in turn echoes a very similar in-
version of reality within the Islamic world, where 

The Battleground
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such inversion has a theological base.
Because Islam is considered perfect, its ad-

herents can never do wrong. All their aggres-
sion is therefore represented as self-defence, 
while western/Israeli self-defence is said to be 
aggression. 

So in this Orwellian universe the enslave-
ment of Muslim women is said to represent 
their liberation; democracy is a means of en-
slavement from which the west must be freed; 
and the murder of Israelis is the purest form of 
justice.

Furthermore, this is overlaid by the phenom-
enon of ‘psychological projection’ in which the 
Islamic world not only denies its own misdeeds 
but ascribes them instead to its victims.

So while Muslims deny the Holocaust, they 
claim that Israel is carrying out a holocaust in 
Gaza. Antisemitism is central to Jewish experi-
ence in Europe; Muslims claim that ‘Islamopho-
bia’ is rife throughout Europe. 

Israel gives all Jews the ‘right of return’ to Is-
rael on account of the unique reality of global 
Jewish persecution; the Muslims claim a ‘right 
of return’ – not to their own putative state of 
Palestine, but to Israel. They even claim that the 
Palestinians are the world’s ‘new Jews’. 

These and many other examples are used 
within the Islamic world to negate Jewish ex-
perience and appropriate it for itself to obtain 
what Muslims want in terms of status, power 
and conquest.

What is remarkable is that instead of treating 
this as a pathological deformity of thinking, the 
western progressive intelligentsia has largely 
embraced it as rational and true. And to a large 
extent this is because that same western intel-
ligentsia has itself supplanted rationality by ide-
ology – or the dogma of a particular idea.

Objectivity, evidence and truth have been 
ditched for ideologies such as moral and cultur-
al relativism, multiculturalism, feminism, envi-
ronmentalism, anti-capitalism, anti-colonialism, 
transnationalism, anti-Americanism, anti-Zion-
ism.

Across a wide range of such issues, it’s no 
longer possible to have a rational discussion 
with the progressive intelligentsia, as on each 
issue there’s only one story for them which 
brooks no dissent.

This is because, rather than arriving at a con-
clusion from the evidence, ideology inescapably 
wrenches the evidence to fit a prior idea. So ide-
ology of any kind is fundamentally anti-reason 
and truth. And if there’s no truth, there can be 

no lies either; truth and lies become merely ‘al-
ternative narratives’. 

Moral and cultural relativism – the belief that 
subjective experience trumps moral author-
ity and any notion of objectivity or truth – has 
turned right and wrong on their heads. 

Because of the dominant belief in multi-
culturalism, victim culture and minority rights, 
self-designated victim groups — those without 
power — can never do wrong while majority 
groups can never do right. And Jews are not 
considered a minority because – in the hateful 
discourse of today – Jews are held to be all-pow-
erful as they ‘control’ the media, Wall Street and 
America.

So the Muslim world cannot be held respon-
sible for blowing people up as they are the third 
world victims of the west; so any atrocities they 
commit must be the fault of their victims; and so 
the US had it coming to it on 9/11. And in simi-
lar fashion, Israel can never be the victim of the 
Arab world; the murder of Israelis by the Arab 
world must be Israel’s own fault.

So the way has been opened for mass cre-
dulity towards propaganda and fabrication. The 
custodians of reason have thus turned into de-
stroyers of reason – centred in the crucible of 
reason, the university.

All these different ideologies are utopian; in 
their different ways, they all posit the creation of 
the perfect society. That is why they are consid-
ered ‘progressive’, and people on the progres-
sive wing of politics sign up to them. That helps 
explain the distressing fact that so many Jews 
on the left also sign up to Israel-hatred, since 
they too sign up to such utopian ideologies. 

But when utopias fail, as they always do, 
their adherents invariably select scapegoats on 
whom they turn to express their rage over the 
thwarting of the establishment of that perfect 
society. And since utopia is all about realising 
the perfect society, these scapegoats become 
enemies of humanity. 

For Greens, such enemies of humanity are 
capitalists; for anti imperialists, America; for mil-
itant atheists, religious believers. Anti-Zionists 
turn on Israel for thwarting the end to the ‘Jew-
ish question’: the redemption of western guilt 
for the persecution of the Jews — a guilt which 
can never be redeemed as long as the wretched 
Jews continue to make themselves the targets 
of attack.

In short, therefore, the west cannot defend 
itself against the Islamic jihad because it can’t 
itself even think straight any more.

Because Islam 
is considered 
perfect, its 
adherents 
can never do 
wrong. All their 
aggression 
is therefore 
represented as 
self-defence, 
while western/
Israeli self-
defence is said to 
be aggression. 

The west is 
experiencing a 
total inversion of 
truth, evidence 
and reason. 
A society’s 
thinking class has 
overwhelmingly 
subscribed to 
an immoral, 
patently false and 
in many cases 
demonstrably 
absurd account of 
the Middle East...
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But this lethal muddle in the minds of the 
intelligentsia must be viewed in turn in the con-
text of a global diplomatic process which itself 
embodies upside-down thinking, which fans 
the flames of bigotry and defeatism – and in 
which Israel itself has been tragically, and sui-
cidally, complicit.

It cannot be stressed enough that the rea-
son why those promoting genocidal bigotry 
are winning is that the western world has not 
sought to defeat them but instead has ap-
peased them from the very start.

In Palestine under the British Mandate, 
when the Arabs used terrorist violence to frus-
trate the will of the League of Nations in restor-
ing the Jewish home, Britain rewarded them by 
offering them part of the Jews’ legal and moral 
entitlement. When the Arabs started hijacking 
planes, the west’s response was to invite them 
to the UN to plead their cause. 

And despite the Arabs’ repeated refused 
to accept the two state solution, offered in the 
1930s, in 2000 and under Ehud Olmert and their 
current refusal to negotiate at all, America pun-
ishes Israel for not making enough concessions 
to them — while giving a free pass to those who 
still refuse to accept Israel’s right to exist.

It is astonishing that the west expects Israel 
to make any concessions to such attackers at all. 
After all, forcing a country which has endured 
more than six decades of existential siege to 
give any ground to its attackers amounts to forc-
ing such a victim to surrender. This is expected 
by the civilised world of no other country.

Yet we are repeatedly told even by certain 
supporters of Israel that the Palestinians have a 
right to a state. Why? In any other conflict, such 
aggression forfeits any rights at all. 

I am not saying that Israel should retain all 
the disputed territories; it may well be in its own 
interests to give some of them up. But the point 
is that Israel has made all the concessions over 
the years while the Arabs have made none – yet 
it is Israel, not the Arabs, that is under pressure 
from the west.

This is diplomacy as scripted by Franz Kafka.
The single greatest reason for the endless 

continuation of the Middle East impasse is that 
Britain, Europe and America have continuously 
rewarded the aggressor and either attacked the 
victim or left it twisting in the wind.

That’s what needs to be said by Israel and 
its defenders. But Israel and its defenders them-
selves have been crippled or cowed by the false 
analysis of the enemy’s narrative.

Even many of Israel’s friends spout the de-
monstrably absurd proposition that a Palestine 
state would solve the problem, that the impedi-
ment to a Palestine state is the ‘settlers’, but that 
Israel is not taking action to remove the ‘settlers’ 
— and so therefore they too inescapably agree 
that Israel is the problem.

Israel and its defenders have been fighting 
on the wrong battleground: the one that has 
been chosen by its enemies. The Arabs brilliant-
ly reconfigured the Arab war of extermination 
against Israel as the oppression by Israel of the 
Palestinians. 

That has transformed Israel from victim to 
aggressor — the reversal of reality which lies at 
the very heart of the western obsession with the 
‘settlements’ and the territories.

Yet since Oslo, Israel has meekly gone along 
with this mad pressure. It has never said it is 
totally unconscionable. It has never put the all-
important argument from justice on its own ac-
count. So it has allowed its enemies to appropri-
ate this argument mendaciously as their own. 
But if Israel doesn’t make the case properly on 
its own behalf, how can anyone else do so?

To which Israel says realpolitik dictates it 
has to go along with the diplomatic game be-
ing played. But diplomatic realpolitik is what 
brought us all to this position — the brink of a 
terrible war with Iran which is treated by Amer-
ica with kid gloves while Israel is put under the 
cosh. 

For the west to suck up to its enemies while 
bashing its friends like this is the diplomatic ver-
sion of auto-immune disease. And eventually 
this disease will kill it.

What Israel has failed to recognise is that the 
battleground on which it is being forced to fight 
is not just military. It is also a battleground of the 
mind, and the strategy being used against it – 
and to which it needs to respond in kind — is 
psychological warfare. 

The Arab and Muslim world long ago re-
alised if it set the narrative in its own image, it 
would recruit millions of fanatics to its cause 
and also confuse and demoralise its victims. In 
this it has wildly succeeded.

There is therefore an overwhelming need 
for Israel to alter its strategy. Indeed, it needs to 
have a strategy. 

And this brings us to perhaps the most diffi-
cult challenge in all of this – the fact that the role 
played by the Israel government is of critical im-
portance. Unless it adopts the correct strategy, 
its defenders will remain crippled. 
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Yet any promising initiatives seem to fall vic-
tim to Israel’s chaotic political structure, which 
appears to prevent the Prime Minister from be-
ing master in his own house. Good ideas are ha-
bitually destroyed by rampaging egos and turf 
wars between Israeli Cabinet ministers. 

This is no way to run a chip shop, let alone a 
country under existential siege. 

The fact remains that both Israel and dias-
pora Jews have to rethink. They have to realise 
they must start fighting on the battleground 
where the attack is actually being mounted 
against them. And the goal has to be to seize 
and retake the moral high ground. 

This strategy requires two different tac-
tics: one for those who are capable of rational 
thought, and another for those who are not.

The first group comprises those who are 
not irrational but merely desperately ignorant. 
Much of the obsession with Israel’s behaviour is 
due to the widespread belief that its very exis-
tence is an aberration which, although under-
standable at the time it came into being, was a 
historic mistake. 

People believe that Israel was created as 
a way of redeeming Holocaust guilt. Accord-
ingly, they believe that European Jews with no 
previous connection to Palestine — which they 
believe was the historic homeland of Palestin-
ian Muslims who had lived there since time im-
memorial — were transplanted there as foreign 
invaders, from where they drove out the indig-
enous Arabs into the West Bank and Gaza. These 
are territories which Israel is now occupying ille-
gally oppressing the Palestinians and frustrating 
the creation of a state of Palestine which would 
end the conflict.

Of course every one of those assumptions 
is false. But from those false assumptions pro-
ceeds the understandable belief not just that Is-
rael’s behaviour is unjust, illegal and oppressive 
but that it is unjust and oppressive by virtue of 
its very existence.

For these people there is an urgent need for 
a proactive educational approach. No-one has 
ever told them that these beliefs are false – and 
when they are told, the effect is often transfor-
mative.

There is a desperate and urgent need to 
educate such people in Jewish and Middle East 
history; to enlighten them about the shameful 
role played by Britain in Palestine in tearing up 
its treaty obligations; to tell them that under in-
ternational law Israel is entitled to the disputed 
territories – land within which Britain undertook 

to settle the Jews ‘from the river to the sea’ be-
cause of their historic and unique rights to that 
land.

That’s all necessary for those who are still 
rational. For bigots, however, there is no point 
arguing with them. They are, by definition, be-
yond all reason. Their influence simply has to be 
destroyed. They have to be held to account for 
their lies and bigotry which should be forensi-
cally exposed.

So Israel and its defenders should be de-
manding of the world why it expects Israel 
alone to make compromises with people who 
have tried for nine decades to wipe out the Jew-
ish presence in the land and are still firing rock-
ets at it. 

They should expose the pretence of Britain 
or European countries which claim to have Is-
rael’s security needs at heart but forbid it from 
using military means to defend itself; and which 
– as did the British Government recently — turn 
Israeli self-defence against the jihadi lynch-mob 
on board the Turkish terror ship Mavi Marmara 
into an attack to be condemned, or demand the 
opening of the border with Gaza which would 
allow in arms to kill more Israelis.

Israel and its defenders should be asking 
why so-called friends in the west want a Pales-
tine state, since once the IDF depart the disput-
ed territories they will become in short order yet 
another Iranian-backed Islamic terrorist entity 
which will pose a further threat not just to Israel 
but to the west.

They should be asking why the EU is continu-
ing to fund the genocidal incitement against 
Jews promoted by the Palestine Authority. 

They should be asking so-called ‘progres-
sives’ – including Jewish ‘progressives’ — why 
they support the racist ethnic cleansing of every 
Jew from a future state of Palestine.

They should be asking them why they are 
not marching against Hamas on account of its 
tyrannical oppression of Palestinians in Gaza. 
Why they are ignoring Arab and Muslim perse-
cution of women and homosexuals. 

Why they are not mounting a boycott, di-
vestment and sanctions movement against 
Mahmoud Abbas’s PA and Hamas, on account 
of Abbas’s Holocaust denial and the clear evi-
dence of continuation of Nazi Jew-hatred in a 
direct line of descent from predecessors who 
were Hitler’s supporters in Palestine. 

As for western Israel-bashers, Israel and its 
defenders should accuse them not of Jew-hat-
ing motives that cannot be proved but of absur-

There is a 
desperate and 
urgent need to 
educate...  
to tell them 
that under 
international law 
Israel is entitled 
to the disputed 
territories – land 
within which 
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to settle the Jews 
‘from the river to 
the sea’ because 
of their historic 
and unique rights 
to that land.
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dities and contradictions and untruths they can-
not deny. They should ridicule them, humiliate 
them, destroy their reputations; boycott them, 
not invite them to social gatherings, show them 
disapproval and contempt. Treat them as pari-
ahs. Turn their own weapons against them. 

They should be telling the Jews‘ own story 
of refugees and ethnic cleansing – the 800,000 
Jews driven out of Arab lands after 1948, and 
who now make up more than half of Israel’s 
population. It’s good to see that at last Israel is 
beginning to bring this to the world’s attention. 
In Britain virtually no-one knows about it. At a 
stroke it takes the ground from under the feet of 
those demanding the ‘right of return’ for Arabs. 

They should be holding Arab and Islamic 
democracy weeks on campus, to expose the 
oppression and persecution within that world 
against women, homosexuals and others.

They should be singling out the Anglican 
church and the revival of ancient theological 
Jew-hatred being spread within the Anglican 
world by the Palestinian Christians of the Sabeel 
centre.

At the same time, they should be focusing 
on their true friends within the Christian world, 
not just in America but also in Africa and Asia 
where there is an enormous reservoir of good-
will towards Israel which could be mobilised 
into a global fighting force.

They should be campaigning against the 
UN and the hijacking of international law and 
human rights by anti-western, anti-Jewish and 
anti-Christian ideologues.

They should be confronting head-on the 
false claim that bigotry is confined to the right. 
They should be pointing the finger at the ‘pro-
gressive’ left to show how it is actually support-
ing the mortal enemies not just of Israel but the 
west.

And they should be making this case to Is-
raelis themselves, to counter the delegitimisa-
tion and ignorance in Israeli universities and to 

educate the Israeli young in their own national 
history.

In other words, both Israel and diaspora 
Jews have to stop playing defence and go onto 
the offence. Israel has nothing to be defensive 
about or for which it needs to apologise. It is 
the enemies of Israel who are promoting injus-
tice and the denial of international law and hu-
man rights. Playing defence intrinsically cedes 
ground to the enemy.

It is time for Israel and its defenders to stop 
conniving with that smokescreen for the war 
of annihilation being waged against Israel – 
the claim that the Middle East impasse would 
be solved by establishing a state of Palestine 
to which the settlements, and thus by exten-
sion Israel, are the obstacle. It is time for them 
to stop agreeing that the Jews are to blame for 
their own predicament.

Israel and its defenders need to make the 
argument from justice and reclaim that moral 
high ground from the enemies of Israel and the 
west, both at home — including within Israel — 
and abroad. It is those enemies who deny truth, 
justice and human rights. It is those enemies 
who should be in the dock. It is time to take the 
gloves off and put them there. 

In short, Israel and its defenders must under-
stand that the tsunami of bigotry against Israel 
sweeping the west is intimately related to Isra-
el’s seriously flawed diplomatic strategy. 

For years, Israel has been playing a defensive 
diplomatic game, which suggests inescapably 
that it has a case to answer. Such diplomatic 
cringing has badly undermined it and hugely 
strengthened its enemies, who are taking ad-
vantage of such weakness over and over again. 

It’s time for Israel to realise that military cam-
paigns against its enemies are not enough. It 
has to call time on its false friends too, and start 
fighting both these and its more obvious ene-
mies on the battleground of the mind. 

Israel and its 
defenders 

need to make 
the argument 

from justice 
and reclaim 

that moral high 
ground from the 
enemies of Israel 

and the west, 
both at home - 

including within 
Israel-  

and abroad.
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T
he great tragedy within contemporary Zionism is that Zionist 
leadership and articulators operate on a continuum of defen-
siveness, always reacting to the latest attack on Israel’s legiti-
macy.  This “reactive defensive Zionism” is the same whether we 
look at Jewish organizations, Jewish political figures, or even at 
college Jewish activists.  Zionists always “play defense.”

Defense certainly is an important part of a winning strategy.  
The best hockey and soccer teams still need to field a goalie.  Football teams need 
a defensive squad, and baseball strategy includes defending against a bunt, pulling 
an infield-in, and over-shifting towards right field when a left-handed hitter comes 
to bat.  Even so, no team ever wins if it fails to score.  And teams well ahead of their 
opponents see their leads disappear when they excessively shift into a “prevent 
defense mode” that concedes offense exclusively to the opposition.

We who follow spectator or competitive sports understand this philosophy so 
clearly – the primacy of offense – yet abandon this simplest of survival principles 
when Israel’s survival is on the line.  Thus, we wait for others to call Israel “racist,” 
and then we respond that she is not.  They speak of an “Apartheid wall” being con-
structed along Judea and Samaria, and we reply that the wall is not separatist but 
protective.  They accuse Israel of starving out the citizens of Gaza, and we counter 
with photographs of shopping malls in Gaza and with statistics of food supplies 
that pass into Gaza through Israel.

They accuse Israel of human rights violations, and we respond that Israel is hu-
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mane.  They say that land belongs to “Palestin-
ians,” and we present compromise:  “Let us have 
a two-state solution.”  They propose boycott, di-
vestment, and sanctions (BDS), and we produce 
reasons not to boycott Israel, not to divest from 
holdings in Israel, not to sanction Israel.

Seventy years ago, Sid Luckman was the 
most prominent Jew in American football.  A 
star quarterback for the Chicago Bears, he once 
brought his immigrant parents to a game to 
watch him.  With Luckman masterfully at the 
helm, the Bears won handily.  After the game, he 
proudly asked his parents what they thought of 
his performance.  Even though he successfully 
had scrambled away from defensive front-line-
men and had a wonderful passing game that 
day, his parents responded: “Sidney, you know 
those men would not try to keep hurting you all 
day if you would just give them the ball.”

It is time for Zionists to stop giving them the 
ball.

We need to initiate the discussion, not to re-
act.  We need to be creative in our presentation, 
not predictably defensive.  We need to capture 
the imagination by shifting dynamically, as Sid 
Luckman did on the field, into a T-formation 
with men in motion.

It is time to start a nationwide campus 
movement to boycott, divest, and sanction Arab 
racist regimes like Saudi Arabia.  It is true that 
they manufacture virtually nothing useful, so 
we have to find that one thing besides oil, and 
start a BDS campaign on campuses through-
out America.  We need petitions on campuses, 
calling attention to racism – particularly against 
Black people – in the Arab world, gender dis-
crimination, religious intolerance.  We need to 
promote boycotts of travel to any Arab country 
that mistreats Christians and that burns church-
es.  We need to promote sanctions against the 
destruction of churches throughout the Arab 
world.  We need to go on the offensive and let 
people know how bad that world’s racism, mi-
sogyny, religious hatred, and bigotry extends.

We need to start bringing Ethiopian Jews 
from Israel to American campuses and to Afri-
can-American communities to tell them their 
stories.  Israel is the only country on the face of 
the earth – in all of recorded human history – 
that ever expended national resources includ-
ing risked lives and material resources for the 
exclusive purpose of bringing Black people 
from Africa into their country to join the landed 
classes in freedom.  Others have taken Blacks 
out of Africa for slavery.  No one but Israel ever 

brought Black Africans into their country to join 
them in freedom.

We need to expend extra breaths and use 
eight syllables to say “Judea and Samaria” even 
though we prefer the two-syllabic “West Bank.” 
We have to stop saying “West Bank.”  We have 
been taught to say “African American” instead 
of “Negro,” “Native American” instead of “In-
dian,” “Mizz” instead of “Missus,” and “Latino” 
instead of “Hispanic.”  It is time to teach others 
to say “Judea and Samaria.” As the Left so well 
demonstrates, language is powerful.  If we fear 
that the listener will not understand us when we 
say “Judea and Samaria,” then we must expend 
extra breaths each time we use the term, just as 
we do when we give an address to a telephone 
marketer when we order a product and need to 
repeat the spelling of our street.

On the “refugee question,” similarly, we have 
to go beyond playing defense.  If there are refu-
gees, then there were 800,000 Jewish refugees 
who lost everything when the Arab world drove 
them out but held their property in the 1940s.  
Today they number in the many millions.  So, if 
the 400,000 or 500,000 Arabs who left Israel dur-
ing that period, mostly voluntarily, now number 
in the millions of “refugees,” it is time to demand 
justice for our more-millions of refugees.  De-
mand hearings in Washington on restoration of 
property and reparations for Jewish refugees.  
Then, with the issue explained and the public 
educated, demand freezes on Arab governmen-
tal assets in America for transfer to American 
families among the Edot HaMizrach to com-
pensate and restore refugee property – just as 
we have been doing for Holocaust victims who 
today are recovering damages for stolen Nazi-
era property, for unpaid wages during their 
enslavement, and for insurance benefits they 
were owed after having paid their premiums in 
Europe during the years of the Holocaust.

And demand a complete end to all Ameri-
can funding for the UNRWA, the United Na-
tions agency that promotes anti-Jewish hatred 
throughout Gaza and in Judea and Samaria by 
acceding to the myth of “Palestinian refugees in 
Palestine.”  We are so accustomed to playing de-
fense that we never even ask:  “How in the world 
can people who were not alive in the 1940s be 
called ‘refugees’ from somewhere they never 
fled?  And even if they were ‘refugees,’ how can 
they still be deemed as ‘refugees’ now that they 
are living in their supposed homeland?”  When 
people “return home,” the idea is that they no 
longer are “refugees.”  At that point, the UNRWA 

Thus, we wait 
for others to call 
Israel “racist,” 
and then we 
respond that 
she is not. 

We need to 
initiate the 
discussion, not 
to react.  We 
need to be 
creative in our 
presentation, 
not predictably 
defensive.  We 
need to capture 
the imagination 
by shifting 
dynamically, as 
Sid Luckman 
did on the 
field, into a 
T-formation 
with men in 
motion.
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needed to close down in Gaza, in Jenin, and 
elsewhere – and America needs to stop funding 
it.  In today’s economic environment, there will 
be many in Washington who will be delighted 
to see this aspect of an offensive approach to Zi-
onism once they are educated to this incredible 
anomaly.  

We need to go on the offensive and start 
pointing at the logos of the Arab groups:  the 
Hamas, the P.L.O., Fatah.  Each and every of their 
logo designs bears depictions of their aspired-
to homeland.  None of those logos depicts Gaza 
or Judea and Samaria.  Rather, they all depict 
pre-1967 Israel.  Similarly, we need to start point-
edly asking: What do the Arabs even mean by 
“Palestine”?  When they founded the Palestine 
Libration Organization in 1964, to liberate Pales-
tine, what area were they liberating?  Not Gaza, 
then in Egyptian hands.  Not Judea and Samaria, 
then under Jordanian occupation.  We need to 
point to the logo – a picture is worth a thousand 
words – and to 1964, and we need to start ad-
vertising those pictures and explaining what 
1964 means.

A movie will be coming out on April 15, 2011 
that will introduce many people to a simple 
libertarian question: “Who is John Galt?”  Wait 
and see.  It is time to ask – on T-shirts, at soirees, 
even at the beginning of every speech at every 
Young Israel dinner: “What did they want to lib-
erate in 1964?”

In the last half century, perhaps the only is-
sue on which an Israeli Government has stood 
firm in the Great Debate was last year when 
the Netanyahu Government finally refused to 
blink any longer on one issue: refusing abjectly 
to continue any further construction freeze in 
Jerusalem for a second round.  For once – liter-
ally, once – Israel finally said: “We will not freeze 
construction in Jerusalem not even after Hell, 
Michigan freezes over.”  And, remarkably, the 
American Administration backed down.  

That is what happens when your cause is 
just, and you do not give them the ball.  For 
those who hate us and find Zionism offensive, 
maybe it is time that we Zionists finally went on 
the offensive. 

On the “refugee 
question,” 

similarly, we have 
to go beyond 

playing defense.  If 
there are refugees, 

then there were 
800,000 Jewish 

refugees who lost 
everything when 

the Arab world 
drove them out 

but held their 
property in the 

1940s.  

74   •  NatioNal CouNCil of YouNg israel    viewpoiNt spriNg 5771/2011

 •
   

 s
pe

Ci
al

 Z
io

N
is

m
 is

su
e 

iii
 

    NatioNal CouNCil of YouNg israel    viewpoiNt spriNg 5771/2011   •   75





B
ut even if this is true, and 
Jewish technological ge-
nius can thwart or miti-
gate a looming disaster – 
just as her military genius 
has done in the past – 
Jews cannot afford a truly 

needed rest, because the sobering reality is that 
Jewish technological and military prowess has 
proved inadequate, necessary but not suffi-
cient, to safeguarding Israel. For her long-term 
security, what matters is how the Jewish state 
is viewed and valued in the world, especially in 
the Jewish community, and the skill set required 
for this fight -- what we now called “the infor-
mation war” – seems congenitally absent from 
the Jewish collective.  Far from being geniuses, 
when it comes to rhetorical combat with Israel’s 
defamers, or creating a culture of discourse that 
is honest and fair, world Jewry seems, tragically, 

imbecilic. Compared to almost every nation on 
earth, but particularly compared to her adver-
saries and accusers, Israel is a stellar state. Yet 
she is branded and portrayed in the media, on 
campuses, and in increasing swaths of civil so-
ciety in the West, as among the cruelest of na-
tions. How can this be? 

I think the dynamic is something akin to 
the virus that flummoxes Iran’s computers. 
Jews may be susceptible to a particular type of 
rhetorical virus -- so devastating that once im-
planted it prevents them from acting in their 
own self-defense and turns otherwise eloquent 
people into stuttering blockheads. The worm, 
simple and ancient, is called “accusation.” Ac-
cuse the Jews. Accuse them unfairly and with 
such disproportionate frequency that anyone 
who wants to can see there’s an agenda at work 
that has little to do with the actual charges 
raised. Accuse the Jews and they instinctively, 

Dr. Charles Jacobs 
is a long-time social 

activist, who, over two 
decades, has founded 

organizations that 
have had a profound 
impact on social and 
political fronts. They 

include the David 
Project, CAMERA, the 

American Anti-Slavery 
Group, which cam-

paigns against slavery 
worldwide and the 

Sudan Campaign. His 
work appears in The 
New York Times, The 

Boston Globe, The New 
Yorker and The Wall 

Street Journal.

See his web sites: 
charlesjacobs.org and 

peaceandtolerance.org

By Dr. Charles Jacobs

Jews have been quietly exulting over reports that 
stuxnet, the computer virus mysteriously implanted in 
the computers running Iran’s nuclear sites, has wrought 
havoc, indeed may still be wreaking havoc, despite claims 
by Teheran that it has been contained.   No one knows 
for sure how much damage is being done, or if it can be 
stopped, or who is the culprit that infected Iran’s mass-
death program -- but Israel has been mentioned as a prime 
suspect. When it was found that the name of a key file in 
the computer worm’s code is easily a cognate for Queen 
Esther, many imagined that a Jewish genius delivered 
the poison pill to the Persian plotters -- and did it while 
poetically recapitulating the Purim story -- in malware.   
Compared to that feat, the wiki-leaks gambit is child’s 
play, simple pilferage.

Jewish
Malware
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like moths fly to candles, do the stupidest thing 
imaginable: they start believing they can clev-
erly explain themselves, and convince their ac-
cusers of their innocence and their goodness. 

 I bring this up because it is being reported 
in the Jewish media that the major Israel Advo-
cacy organizations have done a serious re-think 
and are now calling for a “more open, critical ap-
proach to teaching about Jewish state.” “Even 
centrist players,” Weiner wrote, “like Hillel: The 
Foundation for Jewish Campus Life, the Jewish 
Agency for Israel, the David Project and people 
in the Jewish federation system are calling for 
more open, critical discussions about Israel.” 
Why? Because much of our youth feels that Is-
rael Advocacy as it is now taught, makes them 
“check their liberalism at Zionism’s door.” 

 And so, rather than lose the kids who have 
fantasy notions about international politics, 
Jewish educators now think (I’m hoping the 
reports got it wrong) students shouldn’t be ad-
vocates for Israel, but referees or judges in the 
Middle East contest. Their lessons will no lon-
ger be: “Israel is imperfect but fundamentally 
right, and the obstacle to peace is nothing more 
and nothing less than the Arab/Islamic refusal 
to abide Jewish sovereignty.” Instead it will be 
“on the one hand the Israelis say `x,’ and on the 
other hand, the Palestinians say ̀ y’.” “Can’t we all 
get along?!”

So the net result is that the radical leftist pro-
fessors and the growing Muslim student popu-
lation are permitted to be advocates and propa-
gandists for the Arabs while Jewish students rise 
above the fray to contemplate the conflict.  The 
vast student  body will still only receive a mostly 
one sided version which will demonize Israel 
and so the next generation of American lead-
ership will be less likely to empathize with the 
Jewish State -- like the man in the White House.

But what’s really happened in the discourse 
is that authentic Jewish liberalism has been par-
alyzed – not by Zionism, but by anti-Zionism. In-
serting the “accuse the Jews” worm into the dis-
course anesthetizes the Jewish instinct to fight 
the good fight. Infected, Jewish students forget 
the ideals and the history of valiant battling for 
a universal standard of human conduct, of fight-
ing for precisely those victims abandoned by 
the “civilized world.” 

Instead of explaining to our students the 
dynamic of “accusation” that has been used to 
hobble Jews from time immemorial, we teach 
them to sit in the dock. Instead of exploring 
with them just how Israel is under a massive 

ideological assault which masquerades as legiti-
mate criticism, we teach them to keep the focus 
of discourse on Jewish conduct, Israeli behavior 
-- which is exactly what our adversaries want. In-
stead of turning our fingers back on the tyranni-
cal Arab/Muslim world whose criticism of Israel 
defines chutzpah, we answer their charges. In-
stead of exposing the hypocritical Western lib-
eral elites -- the “human rights” establishment, 
the media, and the professoriate – who have 
abandoned for reasons of political correctness 
whole classes of people in the worst of circum-
stances: women, gays, apostates, Christians, 
democrats in the Islamic realm – we instinctive-
ly and without much complaint accept playing 
the role of defendant. In other words, instead of 
making the subject of this entire discussion the 
human horrors of the world tyrannies, and the 
execrable Western hypocrites who aim to de-
stroy us, we are bitten by the “accusation” virus, 
and we simply lose our minds.

Yes, it is not easy to educate a generation, 
brought up to believe that everyone has his 
own truth, about a global campaign to defame 
the Jewish state. And it is not easy to tell the 
hard truths about the world of radical Islam to 
students who are taught the multiculturalist 
dream, taught that even to suspect another cul-
ture of being supremacist is itself “racist.’ And 
yes it is not easy to include in pro-Israel educa-
tion an honest representation of the Palestinian 
narrative, so that it can be truly understood and 
seen for what it is. Pro-Israel organizations need 
to learn (with the help of our thus-far mostly si-
lent professors, please!) to do all this. But Jewish 
organizations must first deal with the “accuse 
the Jews” killer virus. 

In 1911, Jabotinsky had it perfectly right. 
“Every accusation causes among us such a com-
motion that people unwittingly think, ‘why are 
they so afraid of everything?’ Apparently their 
conscience is not clear.’ Exactly because we are 
ready at every minute to stand at attention, 
there develops among the people an inescap-
able view about us, as of some specific thiev-
ish tribe. We think that our constant readiness 
to undergo a search without hesitation and to 
turn out our pockets, will eventually convince 
mankind of our nobility; look what gentlemen 
we are–we do not have anything to hide! This is 
a terrible mistake.” You’d think all the smart Jews 
would’ve figured that out. By now. 

(A version of this column first appeared in the Bos-
ton Jewish Advocate.)

For her long-
term security, 
what matters is 
how the Jewish 
state is viewed 
and valued 
in the world, 
especially in 
the Jewish 
community, 
and the skill 
set required 
for this fight - 
what we now 
called “the 
information 
war” – seems 
congenitally 
absent from 
the Jewish 
collective
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M
ost Zionists who fol-
low the news know 
how absurd these 
charac ter izat ions  
are. We also know 
that Israel is, to put 
it charitably, incon-

sistent in getting its message across properly 
to the world. Everyone complains about it, and 
everyone has their own ideas on how to fix it – 
but very few people are actually doing anything 
about it themselves.

This is a shame, because everyone who is 
reading this article can help Israel, starting to-
day.

I have a pro-Israel blog, Elder of Ziyon. I have 
written thousands of articles about Israel and 
the Arab world over the past six years, and I get 
a fair number of readers. Lately, I have been us-
ing my blog as a laboratory to test out different 
ways of getting the message across. I can track 
the number of readers for any particular post, 
how many times people “tweet” the post and 
how many link to it on Facebook and other so-
cial media sites. Using these methods I can see 
what works and what doesn’t. The lessons are 
valuable not only to bloggers but to everyone 
who cares about helping Israel.

One problem that we Jews have is that we 
are too logical. Thousands of years of studying 
Gemara may have made us good at arguing, but 
it also convinced us that anyone can be swayed 
by a good argument. So we happily read and 
write long texts explaining why the “settle-
ments” are legal, why US Resolution 242 does 
not imply that Israel must stay within the Green 
Line, and why a blockade of Gaza does not flout 
international law.

Our enemies, on the other hand, spend 

their time reaching people on an emotional 
level. They show photos and videos of crowded 
camps, of bombed out buildings, of old women 
crying.

In the real world, the emotional argument 
wins. 

As much as we like to pretend that everyone 
shares the Jewish love for an innovative and 
logical thought process, in reality people usually 
make up their minds about Israel (and every-
thing else) based on their gut. If a person who 
is not already emotionally invested in the argu-
ment one way or the other sees a tear-jerking 
film that pushes one side of the story, nine times 
out of ten that person will instinctively gravitate 
towards the side that pulled at his or her heart-
strings.

We need to prioritize our emotional argu-
ments. We need to talk about our deep connec-
tion to the land of Israel. We need to emphasize 
how we have cried every year over the destruc-
tion of the Temples. We need to show the hu-
man toll that would result from hundreds of 
thousands of Jews who the world wants to up-
root from their homes. We need to describe the 
pain that would result from losing Har HaZeitim 
again, and what happened to it during those 
tragic 19 years that Arabs had control.

Not only is our emotional connection to the 
Land far deeper than anyone else’s, but no one 
can argue against love and fear. Emotions are 
our most potent weapon, but one that we are 
ceding almost completely to those who hate 
Israel. We know that we are right from a legal, 
historical and moral perspective – but we need 
to humanize the message. 

It is not only the message that must hit emo-
tional chords – but also the media that the mes-
sage is communicated in. People respond to 

Hasbara is broken...
How do we fix it ?

It is no secret that  Israel has a severe  problem with hasbara.  Over the 
past forty years, the Jewish state has slowly but surely been transformed in 
the public eye from a tiny nation proudly defending itself from annihilation 
into a state that is perceived as an oppressor, a human rights violator, and 
– to many of its detractors – to one of the most evil regimes on the planet.

By Eldad Tzioni

Our enemies,  
spend their time 
reaching people 
on an emotional 

level. They 
show photos 

and videos of 
crowded camps, 

of bombed out 
buildings, of old 

women crying.
In the real world, 

the emotional 
argument wins. 

Eldad Tzioni
blogs at 

http://elderofziyon.
blogspot.com

We KnoW
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messages that are visceral, and that hit all of their 
senses. Powerpoints, posters, songs, poetry, film, 
novels, plays, even cuisine - all need to be em-
ployed to impact people on every possible level. 
Text alone generally does not have the same im-
pact as more visual media. 

On the Internet, the goal is to create some-
thing that will “go viral” – that ordinary people 
will see and want to forward to their friends. Vid-
eos do better than written articles, and humor 
is possibly the biggest weapon of all. Most of 
us have seen Latma’s “We Con the World” video 
created last year, and it was hugely effective with 
millions of views on YouTube. Why? Because it 
was funny, timely, and visceral.

While defending Israel is important, it is vital 
to go on the offensive. No one wins any games 
by only playing defense. The fact is that every ac-
cusation made against Israel – true or false – can 
be made much more plausibly and effectively 
against Israel’s neighbors and enemies. Attack 
the abysmal human rights records of the Arabs 
themselves. Publicize how nearly every Arab 
country has laws that specifically deny citizen-
ship to Palestinians alone.

Arab nations constantly attack Israel to dis-
tract their people from their own human rights 
violations. The recent riots in Tunisia, Algeria, 
Libya, Bahrain, Yemen Egypt and Jordan – and 
the deadly police responses – prove that Israel 
is not the problem in the Middle East, not by a 
long shot. The Arab and Islamic dictatorships, 
where there is no freedom of expression or of 
the press, are the ones who need to be put on 
the defensive.

Beyond that, we need to publicize the good 
things that come out of Israel every day. Art, 
dance, fiction, scientific achievements, medical 
advances – we know it is amazing, but the world 
doesn’t get to see these parts of the country.

So how can you, personally, help?
There are two basic ways to help: by creating 

pro-Israel content, and by publicizing the best 
content that is made by others.

For those who have the ability, creativity and 
time, by far the best thing to do is to apply the 
concepts of emotional and visceral media to the 
creation of pro-Israel videos, songs or song paro-
dies, articles, comics, or even video-games and 
phone apps. One of my readers says that a good 
romance novel with a strong, masculine Zionist 
protagonist could do wonders to change Israel’s 
image among those that read them. 

Challenge yourself to distill a pro-Israel argu-
ment into a 140-character tweet (or even a bum-
per sticker.) Think outside the box and use your 

talents! Then send your efforts to popular Zionist 
websites to get publicized. 

Think of ways that Zionist messages can be 
made available to the world. Do you have inter-
esting video of your last visit to Israel that shows 
a side of the country that the news media ig-
nores? Upload it to YouTube!

Once one of my readers sent me a photo tak-
en in the Rami Levy supermarket in Gush Etzion, 
showing a smiling religious Jew joking with an 
Arab woman. I put it on my blog, to show how 
life really looks in Judea and Samaria, and a num-
ber of European websites picked up the story. A 
simple thing like that humanizes the “settlers” 
that the world regards as faceless, evil creatures.

Are you going to a fundraising dinner with 
a terrific speaker? Take video of the speech and 
upload it to YouTube. I did this with a speech by 
Mike Huckabee and thousands of people viewed 
it – people who would never have even known 
about it otherwise. 

Don’t just write letters to the editor of a lo-
cal paper – post them on the Internet, too. Make 
sure that everything you write remains some-
where permanent on the web so that search 
engines can find it. Put them on a blog (easy to 
set up) or email them to influential sites, so your 
points can be seen by many more people.

If you are multilingual, translate the best pro-
Israel articles you see into other languages and 
post or forward them to spread the message. 
There is a real hunger for pro-Israel content in 
Europe, and if you can break the language bar-
rier, it can make a big difference.

If an anti-Israel article bothers you, take the 
time to examine where the logical fallacies are 
- they are often subtle and such an exercise can 
hone your own ability to defend Israel. Learn 
how to take apart an argument from anti-Israel 
writers, point by point (called “fisking” on the 
Internet) and expose the lies that they build 
their essays on. When a good criticism is written 
quickly after an influential anti-Israel article, it 
can blunt the effect considerably – but speed is 
of the essence.

Write your own articles for so-called “citizen 
journalism” sites that already have a built-in au-
dience. Such sites are often indexed prominently 
by Google and Bing, and they often lean against 
Israel so that pro-Israel articles can make a splash.

I don’t think that on-line comments on arti-
cles in newspapers is necessarily the best way to 
spend your time, but it is worthwhile to put short 
pro-Israel messages in the comments if only to 
show that not everyone agrees with the haters 
who flood these sites. And don’t only put Zion-

We need to 
prioritize our 
emotional 
arguments. We 
need to talk 
about our deep 
connection to 
the land of Israel. 
We need to 
emphasize how 
we have cried 
every year over 
the destruction 
of the Temples. 
We need to show 
the human toll 
that would result 
from hundreds 
of thousands of 
Jews who the 
world wants to 
uproot from their 
homes. We need 
to describe the 
pain that would 
result from losing 
Har HaZeitim 
again, and what 
happened to 
it during those 
tragic 19 years 
that Arabs had 
control.

78   •  NatioNal CouNCil of YouNg israel    viewpoiNt spriNg 5771/2011     NatioNal CouNCil of YouNg israel    viewpoiNt spriNg 5771/2011   •   79

• 
   

sp
eC

ia
l 

Zi
o

N
is

m
 is

su
e 

iii
 



ist messages in political sites – if it is appropriate, mentioning 
Israeli companies in financial sites or Israeli novelists in book 
sites is very powerful. 

If you love to read, Amazon book reviews are a very good 
way to reach an intelligent, articulate audience.

If you don’t have the time or talent to create content, you 
can still be a wizard at publicizing good pro-Israel articles and 
videos. Twitter and Facebook are the major tools you can-
not ignore, and they can help make good material get tons 
of views. Grow your “friend” lists so that your own influence 
grows, and copy or link to the best articles and videos on Face-
book and Twitter. 

It is also worthwhile to join social bookmarking sites like 

Reddit, PopURLs and Delicious. If some material is interesting, 
people will read it, rate it and link to it themselves. 

Similarly, take good material you find and post them to 
popular message boards. Old fashioned email is essential as 
well – share your discoveries with friends.

The important point is to publicize the best material. This 
amplifies the effectiveness of the pro-Israel message im-
mensely - and it only takes a few seconds to retweet or click a 
Facebook “Like” button that most websites and online maga-
zines have.

Don’t complain about how others aren’t doing enough to 
help Israel. The Internet allows you to do it yourself, and you 
can make a real impact!.

A Division of Koren Publishers Jerusalem
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MAGGID

Inspirational life stories from one of 
the key figures of our generation

RABBI SHLOMO RISKIN

 Available online and at Jewish bookstores everywhere

“A superb and spellbinding storyteller.”
                           –Isi Leibler, The Jerusalem Post

“Moved me very, very deeply.” 
                             –Rabbi Joseph Telushkin
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Now underway!
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Pesach Campaign ‘11
for Families of Gush Katif Communities

Now underway!
The National Council of Young Israel

The International Young Israel Movement - Israel Region
Council of Young Israel Rabbis in Israel

and the
Yad Ezra Relief Organization of Israel

with the help of
Eugen and Jean Gluck of Forest Hills, NY

and many others, synagogues and individuals,  
provided food for the holidays of Sukkot,  

Pesach and Shavuot to almost 1000 families  
of the former communities of Gush Katif  

and Northern Shomron.

The National Council of Young Israel • 111 John Street, Suite 450, New York, NY 10038
Tel. 212.929.1525 • Fax. 212.727.9526 •  www.YoungIsrael.org

The International Young Israel Movement - Israel Region

and many others, synagogues and individuals, 

Pesach and Shavuot to almost 1000 families 

“Imagine opening the refrig-

erator and seeing it full.”

“In the beginning everyone 

remembered, now only you.”

“It is impossible to describe 

our appreciation.”

“All of a sudden we had food 

in the house.”

“We were able to enjoy the 

true spirit of the Chag.”

“It is good to see that people 

remember and give.”

Sponsor a family for 
$360 - $720 

Please make your 
tax-deductible contributions  

payable to: 
Young Israel Charities 

Shalosh Regalim Campaign 

Mail to: 
National Council of Young Israel 

111 John St., #450 
New York, NY 10038 

Donations can also be made 
online at 

www.youngisrael.org  
(click on Gush Katif Shalosh 

Regalim Campaign to donate)

80   •  NatIoNal CouNCIl of YouNG ISRael    vIewpoINt SpRING 5771/2011



S
ince the founding of the He-
brew language, satirical media 
criticism website Latma (latma.
co.il) two years ago, Israelis fi-
nally have an effective tool to 
strike back at the myriad slan-
derous attacks against Israel 

generally and to defend the majority of Israelis 
who do not ascribe to the post-Zionist views fa-
vored by the local media. Latma’s often hysteri-
cal and biting satires have awakened millions 
across the globe to the virulent hypocricy  of 
Left-wing liberal media attacks on Israel and 
have empowered Israelis to demand more 
accurate and less biased coverage of current 
events at home. 

“In a place where there are no men, strive to 
be a man,” so goes the saying.  In a world where 
blatant lies are lauded as sacred truths, and 
where anti-Jewish hatred has been repackaged 
as a nouveau anti-Zionism, Latma is leading the 
charge against the delegitimizers of the Jewish 
state. Latma, which was created for Israelis with 
the goal of standing up against the onslaught 
of anti-Israel Leftist propaganda, has evolved 
into a popular online satirical news review that 
delivers resounding repartee to Israel’s detrac-

tors and is celebrated by lovers of Zion all over 
cyberspace, using English subtitles to reach the 
non-Hebrew speaking world. 

Since the time of the ancient Greeks, sat-
ire has been used to influence public opinion 
whether it is employed in plays, novels or polit-
ical cartoons. The advent of the worldwide web 
has enabled satirists to touch an almost unlim-
ited mass audience nearly instantaneously. 

In an interview following Latma’s receipt of 
the prestigious Israel Media Watch Abramowitz 
Award for Media Criticism, Glick said that the 
goal of Latma is “to widen the boundaries of 
the international and national discourse.” 

She explained that through the use of hu-
mor it is possible to “open minds by making 
people laugh.” 

In an interview with this writer she elabo-
rated on the point. “People understand vis-
cerally that there is something basically false 
about the overwhelmingly leftist media’s de-
piction of current events but they are intimi-
dated by the media’s power. When you subject 
the media and other strong forces in society 
to ridicule, you demystify them and empower 
people to think for themselves.”

True, it may be more intellectually gratify-

Latma TV
Using Humor  
to Make  
Serious PointsCaroline Glick is 

Senior Contributing 
Editor of the Jerusalem 

Post, where she writes 
a regular syndicated 

column.  She has received 
numerous awards and 

recognition for her work 
over the years, including 

the recent Abramowitz 
Prize for Media Criticism 

by Israel Media Watch 
and Bar Ilan University’s 
Guardian of Zion Award. 

She has served in many 
positions within the 

IDF, where she was an 
officer for 5 ½ years, 

including Coordinator 
of Negotiations with the 
PLO.  She also served as 

Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu’s assistant 
foreign policy advisor 
during his first tenure 

in office. She was chief 
diplomatic commentator 
at the newspaper Makor 
Rishon before accepting 

her current position at the 
Jerusalem Post. 

Her first book, 
Shackled Warrior: Israel 

and the Global Jihad 
was published by Gefen 

Publishers in 2008. 
Visit her web site: 

carolineglick.com 
Thanks to Caroline 

Glick for her assistance in 
preparing this article.

By Esther Altmann, Editor, Viewpoint Magazine

With Israel the favorite whipping-boy of the international 
media, and the Israeli Right the favorite whipping boy of the 
Israeli media, Jerusalem Post columnist and senior editor 
Caroline Glick and a talented group of writers and performers 
decided to strike back – and strike they have, with a “Latma” – 
Arabic/Hebrew slang for “slap.” 
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ing to plow through a lengthy article in order to 
understand a situation fully. But long attentions 
spans are hard to come by in this day and age, 
and who says that everyone is so dedicated to 
the subject matter? No,  reasoned prose doesn’t  
pack the same punch as a funny shtick that 
makes the viewer laugh and at the same time 
imperceptibly delivers the same message in 
shorthand.

Latma’s work combines short, Hebrew lan-
guage blog posts updated several times a day 
with their groundbreaking weekly television-
on-Internet satirical news broadcast The Tribal 
Update. The show, which 
is released with English 
subtitles is broadcast on 
Latma’s YouTube channel 
and has been viewed by 
more than 6 million peo-
ple, making it one of the 
greatest hits in the new 
media. 

The first installment 
of the Tribal Update that 
attracted worldwide at-
tention treated the blood libel perpetrated by 
the Swedish newspaper, Aftonbladet in Septe-
mer 2009 that accused the IDF of murdering 
Palestinians to steal their body parts.  Despite 
the angry response from Israel, and although 
the newspaper’s editor admitted that he had 
not ascertained the facts of the matter, the story 
was republished in news outlets throughout the 
world. 

Latma produced a musical parody of the 
Swedish band Abba’s hit song “Give me a man 
after midnight,” depicting the Swedish for-
eign minister as a fool seeking to curry favor 
with murderous jihadists in Sweden. The song 
marked the first time Latma released its work 
with English subtitles. The public response 
to the Latma production was overwhelming. 
The very fact that Israelis were standing up to 
Sweden’s monstrous behavior became a major 
news story in Sweden and throughout Scandi-
navia. People were amazed that  finally, there 
was a voice representing the mainstream, Zion-
ist majority in Israel.  

While much of the programming is geared 
towards the Israeli audience, since the material 
is written in the context of Israeli society, major 
events that occupy the world stage are grist for 
Latma’s mill as well.  For instance, Latma’s bit-
ing treatment of the US government’s refusal 
to admit that the Fort Hood shooter acted out 

of jihadist motivations was seen by hundreds of 
thousands of Americans.

The most prominent example of Latma’s im-
pact on the global discourse was its first venture 
into English language production. In response 
to the international condemnation showered 
on Israel in the wake of the IDF’s takeover of the 
Turkish-Hamas terror aid ship Mavi Marmara on 
May 31, 2010, Latma produced a musical parody 
of Michael Jackson and Lionel Ritchie’s song 
“We are the world,” titled, “We Con the World.” 

The combination of its catchy tune, biting 
satire and brilliant humor captured the atten-

tion of viewers around the 
world. More than a million 
people watched the clip 
in four days. Since it was 
first broadcast on June 2, 
“We Con the World” has 
been viewed more than 
5 million times and has 
been translated into more 
than a dozen languages.  
The next huge Latma hit 
was “The Three Terrors,” 

that employed the vehicle of the famous “Three 
Tenors” concert to parody the Syrian, Turkish 
and Iranian leaders Bashar Assad, Recip Erdogan 
and Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.  With no publicity 
other than one friend forwarding the link to the 
other, this video and subsequent ones like “Un-
der the Sea,” and “Jihad Bells,” reached millions 
of people in minutes.

Fed up with Leftist propaganda that 
abounds both in Israel and outside the country, 
the public has received Latma with enthusiasm, 
a hearty laugh and a big sigh of relief - It feels so 
good to see their own views aired in the wide 
world of cyberspace. With their tiny dedicated 
staff of hugely talented writers and performers 
and (in spite of) their shoe-string budget, Latma 
has made an amazing impact and has shown 
that it is possible, with talent, ingenuity and 
drive to make a formidable counterattack and 
light up the truth in a really dark world.  

Latma is a project of the Washington, DC 
based Center for Security Policy, where Caroline 
Glick is a Senior Fellow for Middle East Affairs.  

Go to their web site: latma.co.il where you 
can watch current and archived installments.  
After you stop laughing (and sometimes cry-
ing) at the absurdity of the situations parodied, 
you may be inspired to take some action of your 
own – maybe even write a check to keep them 
on the web. 

Since the time 
of the ancient 
Greeks, satire 
has been used to 
influence public 
opinion whether 
it is employed in 
plays, novels or 
political cartoons. 
The advent of 
the worldwide 
web has enabled 
satirists to 
touch an almost 
unlimited mass 
audience nearly 
instantaneously. 
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F
our years ago Rabbi Ben-
ny Elon, who was at that 
time a member of the Is-
raeli Knesset, understood 
that there was something 
missing. He felt it was the 
moment to seize the op-

portunity to do something unprecedented in 
support of Israel.  Some have described Rabbi 
Elon’s idea as visionary – an international net-
work of hundreds, if not thousands of Israel 
supporting politicians, working in a coordi-
nated effort to bolster support of Israel.   It was 
out of this vision that the International Israel 
Allies Caucus Foundation was born.  During 
the almost 15 years that Rabbi Elon worked 
in Israeli politics, he had developed strong 
ties with influential pro-Israel politicians and 
Christian leaders all over the world.  He saw 
the formation of the IIACF as the natural pro-
gression of his life long work to defend the 
Jewish homeland. 

The name of our organization is a mouth-
ful, however it provides a very clear picture 
of what we do – the International Israel Allies 
Caucus Foundation (IIACF).  The IIACF is a net-
work of associated caucuses worldwide.  You 

may ask, “What is a caucus?” A caucus is an 
organized group of members of a congress or 
parliament who want to join forces and work 
together on a particular issue.  In the U.S., cau-
cuses are essentially internal lobbies made 
up of members of Congress who self elect to 
join the caucus. It is a great example of what 
happens when members take the lead on a 
particular issue and do so with a group of like-
minded Members within a legislative body of 
government.  Our U.S. Congress has hundreds 

Willem Griffioen 
is a founding member 

and the COO of the 
International Israel Allies 

Caucus Foundation in 
Washington, D.C. The 

IIACF is the umbrella 
organization for pro-

Israel caucuses in 
governments worldwide, 

including the original 
caucus in Israel, the 

Knesset Christian Allies 
Caucus. He worked 

previously as the 
International Director of 
Development at Exobus, 

an aliyah non-profit 
organization based 

in the UK with branch 
offices around the 

world. Before working 
with Exobus, Willem 

served as the Director 
of Organizational 

Development with 
Christians for Israel, an 

organization committed 
to supporting the Jewish 

people in Israel and 
abroad. 

Over the years there have been many individuals, groups 
and organizations which have existed to support and 
defend Israel- and with great success.  Today there are 
a plethora of pro-Israel organizations working all over 
the world.  Several of these organizations are focused 
purely on fostering relationships with politicians who 
consistently stand by Israel.  However, until recently, there 
had never been a globally coordinated effort to work with 
these pro-Israel politicians, in their various respective 
governments, to create a coordinated, united front in 
defense of the only democracy in the Middle East…until 
now that is.  

Mobilizing 
Israel’s Allies

R-L: Rabbi Benny Elon, Willem Griffioen, Enja Krivine, 
Dir. of Congressional Affairs

By Willem Griffioen
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of caucuses, which can be searched on the Com-
mittee of House Administration website. 

This leads us to the overall goal of the IIACF, 
which is to help build an indigenous support for 
Israel amongst political leadership worldwide.  
Our strategy for coordinating this global effort is 
to connect pro-Israel politicians working within 
parliaments, congresses and legislative bodies 
on every continent.  We believe that support for 
Israel should be the natural position taken by 
those who love and cherish Judeo-Christian and 
democratic values.  Israel Allies Caucus Mem-
bers all over the world take the lead on these is-
sues because they are committed to the values 
and history that we have in common with Israel 
– not as a result of outside pressure from politi-
cal interest groups, but rather because they feel 
a moral imperative to defend these precious, 
shared values.

Since the formation of the IIACF in 2006, 
member caucuses have sprung up across the 
globe – starting in the USA and spreading from 
Europe to South America, Asia and Africa, a 
complete list of Caucuses can be found on our 
website. In 4 short years 18 caucuses have been 
formedwith another 10 under development.  It 
is incredible to see hundreds of politicians from 
around the globe join forces in their stand for 
Israel.  Our goal at the IIACF is to foster this un-
derstanding of shared values and history and to 
work towards creating an international coalition 
of politicians who stand by Israel. 

There has been a flurry of activity since the 
IIACF was launched as our small but effective 
teams have worked to build an influential pro-
gram for our caucus members.   The IIACF has 
already hosted a global conference of caucus 
leaders in Washington to launch joint legisla-
tive initiatives.  We have been able to host more 

than 250 members of parliament from around 
Europe for an event focused on defunding 
UNRWA.  We have held receptions, briefings, 
and symposiums in parliaments around the 
world.  

With all that we have accomplished there is 
still so much to be done.  For example, in the 
U.S. Congress alone there are almost 100 new 
members following the November 2010 elec-
tion. That is nearly a quarter of the Congress! In 
fact, the recent shift in the majority is historic in 
its drastic nature.  Many of these members still 
need to be educated on the issues.  A majority 
of the new freshmen members were backed 
by the T.E.A. (Taxed Enough Already) Party and 
were elected on a platform for fiscal reform, 
not necessarily for their savvy on U.S. foreign 
policy.  It is the goal of our U.S. team to reach 
out to these members in particular and educate 
them on the crucial issues regarding Israel.  One 
of our primary issues we will be taking on in 
the coming months is the issue of moving the 
U.S. Embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusa-
lem.  Too many in Congress today are unaware 
that although legislation was passed in 1995 to 
move the U.S. Embassy to Israel’s capitol, Jerusa-
lem, it has not been done even though it is the 
law!  This is just one example of the many issues 
about which the IIACF will raise international 
awareness. 

The IIACF team has our work cut out for us, 
this year more than ever.  We stand committed, 
in partnership with an international coalition of 
politicians, to providing unwavering support of 
our democratic ally Israel. 

See their web site: www.iiacf.org

Elliott Engel (D) NY, Co-Chair; Trent Franks (R) AZ, Co-Chair Caucus Press Conf. on issue of Gaza Flotila. At podium, Eric Cantor, (R) VA, 
House Majority Whip

One of our 
primary issues 
we will be 
taking on in the 
coming months 
is the issue of 
moving the 
U.S. Embassy 
in Israel from 
Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem.
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A
n organized, well-funded 
network of anti-Israel 
groups has worked hard 
to turn our campuses 
against Israel, but they are 
beginning to meet their 
match in empowered stu-

dents who know that standing up for Israel 
means standing up for social justice and peace. 
Turn back the clock 10 years. The grisly Inti-
fada was in full swing by May 21, 2001, when 
concerned Los Angeles religious and lay lead-
ers formed StandWithUs to respond to skewed 
media coverage, which too frequently accept-
ed Arab propaganda at face value or omitted 
history and context that would tell Israel’s side 
of the story.

But StandWithUs quickly learned that a sim-
ilar problem was brewing within communities, 
especially on college campuses. The student 
arms of leftist extremists and radical Muslim 
organizations, along with ideologically driven 
“post-colonial” faculty members, were form-
ing a worldwide movement to demonize and 
isolate Israel. They deployed a one-two punch: 
incite hatred against Israel, then call for punish-
ment—boycotts, divestment, UN condemna-
tions, and other punitive actions.

Jewish students, stunned by these unex-
pected, hate-filled eruptions on campuses, felt 
intimidated and had no idea how to respond. 
They had come to college to learn and prepare 
for their futures. Defending their Jewish identi-
ty and Israel was not even on their radars. When 
these students were growing up, Israel was a 
decades-old, well-established state engaged 
in the Oslo peace process, not an imperiled na-
tion still fighting for legitimacy or survival. They 
had few places to turn to for help. Few student 
groups had a mission that included Israel.

University administrations were usually not 
helpful. They overlooked—or were apologists 
for—the anti-Israel bigotry that created a hos-

tile environment for pro-Israel students. Pro-
Israel professors rarely helped. In academia, 
pro-Israel views had become so unfashionable 
that expressing them could undermine a fac-
ulty member’s collegial relationships and pro-
fessional career. Nor could students get much 
help from established Jewish organizations. 
These groups were fulfilling their own missions, 
and many expressed hope the hostility on cam-
puses would subside, perhaps justifying their 
lack of involvement.

StandWithUs mobilized to fill this vacuum. 
Our goal was to empower students to stand up 
for Israel and educate their campus communi-
ties. We aimed to give students the tools they 
needed through education, advocacy training, 
financial and organizational support for pro-
grams and newly forming pro-Israel groups, 
sponsoring speakers, and creating appealing, 
informational booklets, flyers, signs, and Web 
sites. 

StandWithUs was also aware that each 
campus climate is different. We believe that 
students usually know best about their own 
campus climate and have many creative ideas, 
which we support. StandWithUs’ seven region-
al campus coordinators work with students 
across North America to formulate strategies 
and materials tailored for their campuses. If 
students request a custom flyer or booklet, the 
StandWithUs research and graphic teams de-
sign and produce it. 

StandWithUs also prepares specific respons-
es to anti-Israel campaigns that can be used on 
any campus. For the annual “Israel Apartheid 
Weeks,” we prepared booklets that show how 
democratic, pluralistic Israel is the opposite of 
an apartheid state, while another booklet ex-
poses the apartheid that does exist elsewhere 
in the Middle East—gender, religious, political, 
sexual, and racial apartheid. When boycott and 
divestment resolutions hit campuses, we pre-
pared specific Web sites, films and download-

StandWithUs 
turning the anti-israel tide on campus: 
successes and future challenges

Roz Rothstein and  Roberta Seid, PhD

Roz Rothstein is the 
CEO and co-founder of 

StandWithUs.
Roberta Seid, PhD, 

is the education and 
research director of 

StandWithUs.
To learn more 

about StandWithUs 
or to support their 

extraordinary 
efforts, please go to   

www.standwithus.com

When these 
students were 

growing up, 
Israel was a 

decades-old, 
well-established 
State engaged in 

the Oslo peace 
process, not an 

imperiled nation 
still fighting for 

legitimacy or 
survival
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able materials so pro-Israel students 
could counter these malicious, anti-
Semitic campaigns. 

We have rapidly expanded since 
our founding, with 12 offices located 
across North America, in the UK, and 
in Jerusalem. Our booklets have been 
translated into Spanish, French, He-
brew, and Chinese and have reached 
literally millions of people worldwide. 
We host advocacy conferences in North 
America, Europe, Israel, South Africa, 
and Australia, and our signature na-
tional advocacy conference in Los An-
geles draws hundreds of outstanding 
student leaders each year. We sponsor 
hundreds of speakers annually in North 
America and in cities around the world. 
Our educational Web sites refute misin-
formation and provide tools for coun-
tering anti-Israel speakers. Our Stand-
WithUs Emerson Fellows program 
selects top student leaders at 40 North 
American campuses and trains them 
to run proactive programs and coun-
ter anti-Israel events with our help. 
Today, 10 years later, the situation on 
campuses has changed dramatically. 
The anti-Israel campaigners are better 
funded, more organized, more shame-
lessly aggressive, and expanding their 
efforts—but there has been backlash 
against them, because they spawned 
a counter-movement of young people 
who have mobilized to effectively chal-
lenge them. Students for whom Israel 
had not been a priority developed a 
passionate commitment for defending 
Israel. Many metamorphosed into cam-
pus leaders, and for some, the commit-
ment led to working for organizations 
like StandWithUs after graduation. 

Pro-Israel groups formed, became 
more energetic and self-confident and 
are now setting the agenda on many 
campuses. At UC Irvine, Anteaters for 
Israel grew dramatically as students re-
alized they needed to defend Israel. In 
the early days, StandWithUs helped the 
few UCLA students in Bruins for Israel, 
and it has become a solid group of stu-
dent activists. At exceptionally difficult 
campuses like Columbia, the Stand-
WithUs Emerson Fellow has helped a 
growing pro-Israel group  build coali-
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tions, plan sophisticated events, and countered anti-
Israel campus displays. Even Evergreen College has de-
veloped a small core of pro-Israel students, headed by a 
StandWithUs Emerson Fellow, willing to buck the over-
whelming anti-Israel environment. 

At UC Riverside, an “Israel Apartheid Week” was un-
expectedly planned for the week after winter vacation. 
There was no pro-Israel group on campus. Working with 
Hillel, StandWithUs sent four campus professionals to set 
up a table just opposite the anti-Israel displays. Within 
two days, the StandWithUs staff gathered 40 students—
Jewish and non-Jewish—and they have formed their 
own pro-Israel group. 

StandWithUs has found the same encouraging pat-
tern in its wider work with non-campus communities 
around the world. The challenges remain formidable, 
but the pro-Israel movement has come a long way. We 
should celebrate the courage and great work of students 
who have refused to be intimidated and continue to chal-
lenge the hate-mongering directed at Israel and educate 
their campus communities. Heartened by this response, 
StandWithUs remains deeply committed to empowering 
students and communities to stand up for Israel. 

We should 
celebrate the 
courage and 
great work of 
students who 
have refused to 
be intimidated 
and continue 
to challenge 
the hate-
mongering 
directed at 
Israel and 
educate 
their campus 
communities.
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Hasbara Fellowships

A
mong their many successful programs, 
Hasbara Fellowships has developed 
strategies to counter increased cam-
pus efforts to delegitimize the state of 
Israel on campus. Hasbara Fellows on 
the campuses of Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, Boston University, University of 

Rochester, University of Cincinnati, and University of Ottawa 
have created a campaign called “Israel Peace Week” to edu-
cate their peers about Israel’s true nature as a democratic, 
peace-seeking nation.  This program then spread to more 
than 25 other campuses, in many instances, eclipsing the 
so-called “Israel Apartheid Week” organized by pro-Palestin-
ian groups.

Hasbara Fellows at UC Berkeley, UC San Diego ad UCLA 
led the efforts to thwart divestment movements in their 
student governments, and when it became apparent that 
biased and untruthful Wikipedia entries were being made, 
Hasbara Fellowships rallied a group of volunteer-activists 
to monitor the entries and then counter the disinformation 
with accurate information. Hasbara Fellowships produced 
two new campaigns: “Take Initiative on Iran” to teach pro-
Israel students how to effectively educate their fellow stu-
dents about Iran’s nuclear quest, the danger of a nuclear 
Iran to Western interests and global stability, and action 
items to act against a nuclear Iran.

Hasbara Fellowships offers an interesting and effec-
tive Israel program that combines education and activism. 
Training begins with an online course that presents a gen-
eral understanding of Israeli history and the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and continues with more advanced lectures on 
the current situation, including vital strategic threats and 
incitement against Israel in Palestinian schools and media. 
Fellows have the opportunity to meet with Israeli journal-
ists, politicians, and prominent Israel activists, and attend 
lectures by renowned historians and academics. They also 
are taken on tours throughout Israel, to strategic sites, such 
as Metulla and Kuneitra in the north, Sderot and the western 
Negev, Gush Etzion and Hebron, Jewish and Muslim neigh-
borhoods of Jerusalem, and Palestinian and Arab-Israeli 
villages. Participants who come from a range of religiously 

observant backgrounds, participate in a group Shabbat and 
many classes held in the Old City of Jerusalem. These expe-
riences build students’ Jewish identity and knowledge en-
abling them to become effective Jewish leaders. 

As participants gain familiarity with facts and figures, 
they simultaneously undergo a ‘practical activism’ curricu-
lum to help them gain the tools necessary to communicate 
effectively about Israel, as well as workshops that teach the 
nuts and bolts of good activism. Hasbara Fellows learn the 
basics of effective communication, including how to stay on 
message, confidently answer difficult questions and steer 
the conversation to relevant topics. These techniques are 
absorbed through multiple role-playing sessions where 
participants gain comfort with speaking about Israel in 
various scenarios, including one-on-one, media, and debat-
ing. Training includes sessions on how to build or maintain 
a campus Israel group, set strategic and achievable goals, 
foster future leaders, build important relationships with 
student leaders and administration, developed media and 
marketing skills, and run successful programming. 

Upon returning from the program to their respective 
campuses, Hasbara Fellows receive

support and ongoing guidance plus resources (includ-
ing materials, campaigns, speakers and funding), trouble-
shooting, and motivation. All students who attend the pro-
gram commit to being activists for Israel on their campuses. 

Hasbara Fellowships’s new web site contains a wealth of 
wonderful resources, innovative campaigns and viral vid-
eos, many of which have been produced by Hasbara Fellows 
as part of their new focus on viral activism. The website also 
features a daily blog, “The Hasbara Campus Pulse,” an up-
to-the-minute snapshot and analysis of campus Israel pro-
gramming and trends, as well as anti-Israel activity. “Current 
Events: The Hasbara Angle” is a weekly analysis of current 
events, including talking points, designed specifically for 
campus activists. Hasbara has also greatly increased our so-
cial media presence, with daily updates and opportunities 
for connectivity via Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.

Hasbara Fellowships is a shining example of what orga-
nized, educated response looks like and can achieve. 

Hasbara Fellowships is a NY-based organization that was conceived by Aish 
HaTorah in conjunction with the Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 2001, in the 
wake of the second intifada. Its mission is to train student activists to address the 
anti-Israel campaigns on college campuses, and to that end they have trained 
approximately 2000 students from 250 campuses. Hasbara Fellowships offers on-
site training in Israel and online for-credit college courses for students ages 18-26.  

For more information, 
to become an activist, or, 

to contribute, 
see their web site: 

www.israelactivism.com
To invite a Hasbara 

speaker to your campus, 
contact: director@

hasbarafellowships.org 
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T
o quote from their web site, “Is-
rael is in the midst of a battle for 
public opinion – waged primar-
ily via the media.” The mission of 
Honest Reporting is “to ensure 
Israel is represented fairly and 
accurately.” To that end, Hones-

tReporting monitors the media and takes action 
when they discover cases of bias and media ma-
nipulation. Through their activist approach, Hones-
tReporting has prompted hundreds of apologies, 
retractions, and revisions from news outlets world-
wide.  Through their efforts, media coverage of Is-
rael is changing throughout the world, since media 
outlets, correspondents, and editors know they are 
being held accountable for biased reporting.

HonestReporting was formed in 2000 by a 
small group of British college students looking to 

respond to unfair coverage against Israel in the 
wake of the second Intifada. In 2001, the project 
became a major organization in its own right as a 
US non-profit organization (501c3) with an Inde-
pendent Board of Directors. In February of 2006, 
HonestReporting was granted independent Chari-
table Organization status in Israel to complement 
its U.S. status.

HonestReporting explains that the struggle for 
media fairness is vital, since public opinion is di-
rectly affected by what is presented and how it is 
presented, and public opinion, in turn affects for-
eign policy towards Israel and has real impact on 
events on the ground.  “One person alone may not 
impact this struggle, but thousands united can!”

Honest Reporting provides educational tools 
and resources to anyone wishing to advocate for 
Israel.

Honest Reporting
 Defending israel from media Bias

For more information 
about their work, view 

podcasts and videos, sign 
up for their newsletter, or 

donate, visit their web site: 
www.honestreporting.com
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In cooperation with:Ministry of 
Immigrant
Absorption

Aliyah
The Israel Experience... for a Lifetime

Nefesh B’Nefesh provides support and guidance 
to help ensure a successful transition to your new life in Israel.

Aliyah Flights  •  Financial Assistance  •  Employment Resources
Expedited Government Processing  •  Aliyah Guidance

Applications and information is available at:
www.nbn.org.il or 1-866-4-ALIYAH

In cooperation with:

viewpoint pesach2011b.indd   1 3/1/2011   4:38:10 PM

A
n educational or-
ganization devot-
ed to promoting 
accurate and bal-
anced coverage of 
Israel and the Mid-
dle East. Based in 

Boston, with o�  ces in Washington D.C., 
New York, Chicago, Los Angeles and Is-
rael, CAMERA’s 65,000 member house-
holds espouse the spectrum of political 
beliefs, but are united in opposing me-
dia bias and misinformation. CAMERA 
itself takes no political position regard-
ing solutions to the Arab-Israeli con� ict 
but believes sound policymaking re-
quires a well-informed public.

CAMERA sta�  are trained profes-
sionals who monitor Middle East cov-
erage in the major media, including 
newspapers, radio, television, books, 
encyclopedias, magazines and the In-
ternet. CAMERA works both behind the 
scenes with editors, producers and re-
porters and in public campaigns to en-
courage accurate reporting. Frequently, 
as a result of CAMERA’s intervention, ac-
curacy and context are improved.

CAMERA members are kept in-
formed about media issues via the 
CAMERA Web site (www.camera.org), 
the organization’s magazine, the CAM-
ERA Media Report as well as via Face-
book, Twitter and other social media. 
CAMERA Action Alerts detailing par-
ticular media misrepresentations reach 
nearly 20,000 readers and generate 
letters and feedback on media infrac-
tions. A campus publication, CAMERA 
on Campus, is speci� cally geared to 
help students deal with the problem of 
media bias in college newspapers and 
anti-Israel activity on campus. In addi-
tion, CAMERA publishes Op-Eds by its 
sta�  in newspapers around the world, 

promoting the facts about Israel and 
the Middle East. The organization also 
runs educational ads in major newspa-
pers and on the Internet to challenge 
error and promote.

The CAMERA Fellows program on 
scores of campuses in the US, Canada, 
Latin America, South Africa and Spain 
enlists student leaders to organize 
pro-Israel, informational events that 
educate other students and encour-
age activism on Israel’s behalf.  A new 
initiative, the CAMERA Campus Activ-
ism Project (CCAP) promotes the forma-
tion of pro-Israel groups on campuses 
where there is little or no such activity.

CAMERA’s e� orts have become 
increasingly global, partly as a conse-
quence of the impact of the Internet. 

Currently, the organization focuses 
on British media, such as the BBC and 
the Guardian newspaper, as well as 
the Spanish speaking realm, having 
launched ReVista de Medio Oriente 
(www.revistamo.org), a Spanish-lan-
guage counterpart of CAMERA.  In ad-
dition, a Hebrew-language Web site, 
www.prespective.org.il brings atten-
tion to the serious problems of extreme 
bias in Israeli media that have an e� ect 
internationally.

In an era of concern about the un-
deniable increase in biased assault on 
Israel, CAMERA believes that maximum 
e� ort should be directed by all people 
of good will toward exposing and cor-
recting falsehoods about the Jewish 
state — and challenging the falsi� ers. 

Camera
When Media Needs Watching
Mis/disinformation Intercepted 

Committee for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting in America

By Maxime Myer-Smith, CAMERA Communications Department

You can follow CAMERA 
on Twitter and Facebook: 

http://twitter.com/CAMERAorg
http://www.facebook.com/

CAMERAorg
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In cooperation with:Ministry of 
Immigrant
Absorption

AliyahAliyah
The Israel Experience... for a Lifetime

Nefesh B’Nefesh provides support and guidance 
to help ensure a successful transition to your new life in Israel.

Aliyah Flights  •  Financial Assistance  •  Employment Resources
Expedited Government Processing  •  Aliyah Guidance

Applications and information is available at:
www.nbn.org.il or 1-866-4-ALIYAH

In cooperation with:

viewpoint pesach2011b.indd   1 3/1/2011   4:38:10 PM

Committee for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting in America
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JFK airport, July 13, 2004. I’m rushing, 
wedding dress in tow, to get in line to check in 
for my Nefesh B’Nefesh Aliyah flight, and my 
father suddenly stops to say hello to someone. 
He introduces me to the Sussmans, fellow 
Potomac residents, who are also making 
Aliyah. We were at very different stages of 
our lives: I was six weeks out of college and 
preparing for my upcoming wedding. Josh 
and Romi were making Aliyah with their two 
young children.

Despite the hometown connection and the shared vision 
of raising families in Israel, our lives were totally different. I 
moved to Jerusalem, married Yoni, and began my graduate 
studies at Hebrew University. Josh and Romi moved to Neve 
Daniel in Gush Etzion and settled down to start their lives in 
Israel (and expand their young family).

A year later our paths would cross again, and from then 
our Aliyah experiences, despite starting out so remarkably 
different, have mirrored one another in several ways. 
We both worked at the same small marketing start-up in 
Jerusalem, albeit at different times. In 2005, I started my 
job at Nefesh B’Nefesh, and in 2008 Josh joined our team. 
That our lives have converged like this is undoubtedly one of 

those things that you can explain as “only in Israel.”

Aliyah is, in and of itself, remarkable. The excitement 
of living in a Jewish country and never having to use your 
vacation days for chagim is a novelty that never wears 
off. You delight when your children flawlessly switch from 
American-accented English to Israeli-accented Hebrew. All 
Olim remember the feeling they had when they landed 
their first job in Israel. This experience highlights the reality 
of Aliyah, knowing that you are not just living in Israel or 
raising your kids as Israelis, but that you are a contributing 
member of society. 

We are frequently asked, “How did you end up working 
at Nefesh B’Nefesh?” As with any job opportunity, landing 
that job is a combination of many factors, most important 
of which are building a solid network and willingness to put 
yourself out there. One of our favorite NBN stories is of an 
Oleh who, upon disembarking from his Aliyah flight, was 
approached by a journalist. The journalist asked, “What do 
you have to say to the people of Israel as you step off this 
plane?” The Oleh took the microphone, looked straight into 
the camera and said, “My name is Eric and I just graduated 
from Cooper Union College with a degree in mechanical 
engineering, and I will work anywhere.” Eric gave his cell 
phone number and within two weeks had landed his first 
job in Israel as a mechanical engineer.

Erica Hirsch Edvi lives in Modiin with her husband Yonatan and their two children.
Josh and Romi Sussman live in Neve Daniel with their six sons.

Remarkably 
Different, 
Remarkably 
the Same

Continued in two pages...

Two Converging  
Aliyah Stories

By Erica Hirsch Edvi & Josh Sussman

viewpoint pesach2011b.indd   2 3/1/2011   4:38:11 PM
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“The perfect time rarely presents itself for the 
major things in life” says Rabbi Dr. Zvi Ron. “It’s 
never the perfect time to make Aliyah. You 
need to just go for it.” And “go for it” they did. 

Before moving to Israel, whenever the Ron 
family brought up the topic of Aliyah it was 
Zvi’s wife Sharon who would hold back. 
Although she very much wanted to 
be in Israel, she was comfortable 
with their life in Richmond, 
Virginia, where Zvi was the Rav 
of the community. One day she 
finally said, “Okay, we’re making 
Aliyah,” like a switch that had 
suddenly been turned on. Her relief 
at making the decision was shared 
equally with her husband Zvi, as well as 8 
year-old twins Netanel  and Kinamon, and 4 
year-old twins Shoshana and Adina. 

The Ron family made Aliyah in 2004 ultimately making 
their home in the Gush Etzion community of Neve Daniel in 
2005. The kids all took to life in Israel immediately and very 
quickly became fluent in both English and Hebrew. But like 
most people making Aliyah, it was employment that was 
the biggest concern.

In the USA, Sharon’s work as a speech pathologist had 
always been in hospitals. Before making Aliyah she had 

researched speech therapy in Israel, and contacted fifty 
therapists to find one she could shadow. Strangely enough 
they all directed her to one therapist named Miriam, who 
agreed and even helped get her a teaching job at a University 
– which she has kept for the past seven years. Right at the 
start Sharon prophetically said to her, “You and I are going 

to be partners and open a clinic together,” 
and surely enough after a few years they 

opened the ONLY free-standing adult 
speech therapy clinic in the whole 

country.

Zvi, who received his Semicha 
from the Israeli Rabbanut and has 
a PhD in Jewish Theology from 
Spertus University, has looked at 

Aliyah as a great opportunity. Apart 
from being an extremely popular 

teacher in several post high-school, ‘gap 
year’ programs, Zvi has published a number 

of articles and is acting editor of the Jewish Bible 
Quarterly. His recently published book, Sefer Katan ve-Gadol, 
- which he wrote in Hebrew - is a favorite for bar mitzvah 
gifts. The book, which investigates the reasons behind the big 
and small letters in the Torah, incorporates a vast amount of 
research, including old, rare manuscripts. His upcoming 2nd 
book involves even more research and promises to be just as 
intriguing – but he’s not giving anything away just yet. Zvi also 
happens to be the resident barber, where people can discuss 
a machloket between Rashi and the Ramban while getting 
your pre-holiday trim. 

Rav Zvi & Sharon Ron
From Richmond, VA 
to Neve Daniel, Israel

Laura Ben-David is the author of numerous articles and the book, MOVING UP: An Aliyah Journal, a memoir of her move to Israel. For more from Laura Ben-David see her blog 
at http://www.blog.aliyahbook.com. 

Impacting
Israel

By Laura Ben-David

Continued on next page...
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Go North 
The ‘Go North’ program, is 
an unprecedented initiative 
offering significant incentives 
for Olim who settle in Northern 
Israel. www.gonorth.org.il

The Soldier Aliyah Program
This program was established by 
Nefesh B’Nefesh in order to assist 
and support the brave young 
men and women who choose to 
serve in the Israel Defense Forces 
upon making Aliyah. 
www.nbn.org.il/soldier

Physician Aliyah Fellowship: 
Nefesh B’Nefesh launched 
this fellowship to create an 
incentive program that better 
integrates physicians into the 
Israeli medical system. 
www.nbn.org.il/md

Nefesh B’Nefesh Special Aliyah Programs

For more information about Aliyah and Nefesh B’Nefesh:
www.nbn.org.il or 1-866-4-ALIYAH

Continued from: Impacting Israel...

Zvi is not the only one with such a varied and packed 
schedule. Sharon wears many hats as well. She lectures 
frequently to doctors, nurses, and other medical and 
paramedical professionals in many hospitals and nursing homes 
throughout the country, even to the Ministry of Health. She 
teaches five university courses, and somehow manages her 
speech pathology clinic. And in her spare time she volunteers 
on the Culture Committee in her neighborhood of Neve Daniel. 

Zvi sees their new multi-faceted life as comparable to being 
pioneers in the Wild West. “In Israel we can blaze new trails 
and create things that didn’t exist,” he says. Sharon agrees. “If I 
hadn’t made Aliyah, I would have stayed working in hospitals,” 
she recounts. “I would never have owned a business. I would 
never have taught at university. It’s incredible to be able to 
make this integration of all the things I love.” 

Thousands of North Americans make Aliyah each year, 
but the accomplishments and idealism they bring with them 
never cease to impress and inspire. Drawing on all the gifts 
the Diaspora has to offer, the new Olim bring their talents and 
channel them into strengthening Am Yisrael and Eretz Yisrael. 
Many of the stories are truly inspiring, but there is always 
a swell of pride when we see another Oleh arriving from 
Potomac.

Sixty two years ago Israeli pioneers labored to turn a 
desolate wasteland into the Jewish homeland. “Israeli” is a 
misnomer used for second and third generation Jews born in 
Israel. What ties an Oleh from Maryland to another from Kiev 
and a Sabra from Beersheva whose grandparents fled Egypt is 

the simple truth that we are all Jews living in our homeland. 
Today, the new pioneers of Israel, whether out of ideology or 
necessity, are choosing to build their futures in Israel. Israel’s 
new pioneers are at the forefront of the hi-tech world just as 
much as they are leaders in the realm of social action. They 
contribute to Clal Yisrael by trading plowshares and shovels 
for microscopes and PhDs. Our professional lives as Olim are 
infused with the Zionist dream; when an Israeli hears your 
accent and asks how long you’ve been in Israel, you tell them, 
plain and simple. Often your personal story elicits the telling 
of their story, different from your own in so many ways, but 
with the same underlying value that you find only in Israel. As 
Olim ourselves, and as employees of Nefesh B’Nefesh, we are 
privileged to help other Olim fulfill their dreams.

Continued from: Remarkably Different...
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NCYI branch news

AnnuAl Dinner
SunDAy Feb. 13 

R-L: Honorees Adam Siegal 
(Young Leadership Award) 
and Robert (Bob) Levy (former 
President) and Guest of Honor, 
Rabbi Rosenbaum, Mara 
D’Atra and Chaim Leibtag, 
COO, NCYI

YI ShomreI emunah of Greater WaShInGton, 
SIlver SprInG, mD

Young Israel of Orange County, 
California (YIOC) hosted a Shabbat 

with Anita Tucker, winner of the Mos-
kowitz Prize for Zionism, for her lead-
ership role on behalf of the 8,600 Jews 
expelled from Gush Katif by the Sha-
ron Government.   Mrs. Tucker moved 
the congregation with a stirring pre-
sentation of the history of Gush Katif, 
the tragedy of the expulsion, and the 
struggles of the families to recalibrate 
their lives, still in disarray more than 
five years later.   

Meanwhile, YIOC and Rabbi Dov 
Fischer, its spiritual leader, have taken 
the lead in seeking to reverse a mis-
guided Hillel initiative at the Univer-
sity of California at Irvine where, with 
the financial backing of a Federation 
fund, Jewish students are being sent 
with Moslem Arab students for a two-
week program to Israel and “Pales-
tine,” where they will be addressed by 
anti-Israel propagandists in places like 
Jenin and Bethlehem, as well as by a 
range of speakers in Israel including 
some very far to the left.  Last year, the 
same program took Jewish students 
to “Palestine” and Jordan to hear such 
anti-Israel propagandists on the first 
day of Rosh Hashanah after spending 
the evening before in Jerusalem.  

 The Women’s Group of YIOC spent 
a Sunday this month traveling to the 
exquisite Terra Sur restaurant in Ox-
nard, California on the grounds of the 
Herzog Winery, where they enjoyed a 
gourmet luncheon and a tour of the 
winery.  It was so successful that more 
of the shul will be going as a group to 
a major kosher restaurant in Los Ange-
les for Seudat Purim.

  On the Torah-learning front, Rav 
Fischer began a new intensive Ge-
mara B’iyun shiur, something virtually 
unprecedented in Irvine on that level, 
and announced that, because of the 
intensity, attendance would be lim-
ited to ten men who would commit 
to the group not to miss any shiur or 
arrive even a minute late except for a 
truly extenuating reason.   Requests 
to participate in the shiur on those 
terms saw the class closed out almost 
immediately.   It is now in its second 
month, and the shiur that began as 
an hour weekly now runs 90 minutes 
each week.   Meanwhile, Rav Fischer’s 
90-minute weekly Chumash-Rashi-
and-More shiur, now in its fifth year, 
continues attracting people who drive 
in from as far as 45 minutes away.

YI of oranGe CountY, Ca

CYIr’s 
Judaic heritage program 

for Israel’s Deaf and 
hearing Impaired  
will again hold its  

Annual  
Bar & Bat Mitzvah  

Celebration 
on May 16th, 2011. 

Donations and Sponsors 
are urgently needed  

to help these very special 
children celebrate  

this rite of passage.  

For more information please 
see our website  

http://www.youngisraelrabbis.
org.il/heritage1.htm 

or contact 
office@youngisraelrabbis.org.il

View an exciting video of last 
year’s program at:

http://tinyurl.com/5rhmzxj

US donations may be sent to:
Young Israel Programs CYIR

Judaic Heritage Program  
for Israel's Deaf and Hearing 

Impaired (JHPIDHI)
c/o National Council  

of Young Israel
111 John street, suite #450

New York, NY 10038

Donations are fully tax deductible  
in the United States and Israel

USA 501 © 3 Tax ID #03-0381957 
(Young Israel Programs – CYIR)

Israel Amuta (Article 46)  
Tax ID #580162691

PLEASE HELP

Donations and Sponsors  

          
   Urgently Needed 
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A recent trip to Florida was filled 
with activity for Young Is-
rael branches.  Rebbetzin Judi 

Steinig, Director of Programming 
traveled to South Florida in early Janu-
ary, spending Shabbos at the YI of 
Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale, enjoying 
the warm hospitality of Mara D’ Asra 
Rabbi Edward and Rebbetzin Meira 
Davis. 

The next stop was YI of Greater 
Miami, where Rebbetzin Steinig coor-
dinated and spoke at a Women’s Lead-
ership Seminar on Sunday, January 16, 
2010.  Leadership from YI of Greater 
Miami, Hollywood-Ft. Lauderdale, 
Boca Raton, and Pembroke Pines had 
the opportunity to network with each 
other and learn about various programs 
offered by the National Council of 

Young Israel.  Publicity strategies were 
also discussed.

On Monday evening, Rebbetzin 
Steinig traveled to YI of Kendall, where 
she met with Rabbi Herschel Becker, 
Mara D’asra and a group of concerned 
members regarding the issues in shid-
duchim.  Rebbetzin Steinig facilitated 
an interactive talk where various strate-
gies were discussed to help the singles 
in the community.

The final visit on the trip was on 
Tuesday at YI of Deerfield Beach, 
where Rebbetzin Steinig had the plea-
sure of presenting the Aishes Chayil 
award to Mrs. Roslyn Snyder, honoree 
of the YI of Deerfield Beach. Mrs. Sny-
der was not able to attend the Women’s 
Division Fall Festival, which was held 
in Great Neck, NY in November.

Seated:  YI of Kendall’s Mara D’asra Rabbi Herschel 
Becker L: Dr. Alan Lewin R: Rebbetzin Judi Steinig 
standing

L-R:  YI of Deerfield Beach Aishes Chayil Presentation: Presidium, Barbara Fischer Tami Braun, Rebbetzin Judi 
Steinig: Honoree Roslyn Snyder; Suzanne Hausdorff, Presidium member  

Participants in the Leadership Day at Young Israel of Greater Miami included: Left to Right (seated):  Jackie 
Horowitz, Rebbetzin Judi Steinig, Mirele Groffman, Jean Genuth.  (standing): Blima Cohen, Jillian Galbut, 
Rebbetzin Elaine Levine, Alice Chernoff,, Leah Ring, Debbie Weitz, and Edie Adler. (not pictured but in attendance 
was Rebbetzin Miriam Lehrfield).

florIDa reGIon



98   •  NatioNal CouNCil of YouNg israel    viewpoiNt spriNg 5771/2011     NatioNal CouNCil of YouNg israel    viewpoiNt spriNg 5771/2011   •   99

• 
   

sp
eC

ia
l 

Zi
o

N
is

m
 is

su
e 

iii
 

NCYI branch news

There is a well-known Jewish prov-
erb;  “These three are the marks of 

a Jew - a tender heart, self-respect and 
charity”.   We witnessed a celebration 
of these principles at a Young Israel of 
Teaneck youth activity event on Feb. 6.

  Susan Weinstock and Deena Se-
gal volunteered, over a year ago, to 
organize a monthly activity for the 
children of the shul and the commu-
nity.   The “Stuff a Bear” event was at-
tended by over fifty children.  Stations 
were set up and the children, from the 
age of 3 and up started by stuffing a 
variety of animals.   They each picked 
out a favorite animal for this occasion.  
Each child was also given a star, told 
to make a wish on it and to be placed 

in the animal before sealing it. At the 
next station they colored  and drew on 
a t-shirt made to fit the stuffed animal.  
After bathing it and giving it a good-
bye kiss, with proper seriousness and 
enthusiasm,  the animal was carefully 
placed in a charity box.   The children 
were told that the animals will be 
given out to sick children in hospitals, 
both in the Teaneck area and in Israel.  
The last station of this assembly line 
was the Mitzvoh table where cake and 
snacks were served to celebrate the 
completion of this Mitzvoh event.

 Daniel Rothner, founder of a local 
charity organization Areyvut,  a non-
profit organization that creates pro-
grams for Jewish Youth, explained to 

the children that the stuffed animals 
will end up in the hands of little chil-
dren who will love these presents and 
will appreciate the wonderful  Mitzvoh 
act of the children of the Young Israel 
of Teaneck.

  This event was a lot of fun and 
thanks to Areyvut it was elevated into 
a memorable and meaningful celebra-
tion. Learn more about Areyvut at:

Areyvut.org. 

YI of teaneCk, nJ

(Left) Daniel Rothner founder of Areyvut, (middle) 
Deena Segal and (left) Susan Weinstock

Kids at the Young Israel of Teaneck celebrating the beautiful Mitzvot they did!

Emily Segal (left) and Brianna Weinstock putting 
their bears in a box going to sick childrenKids getting tattoos and stickers
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Young Israel of Hollywood Beach, 
Florida had a wonderful Sister-

hood meeting on Sunday, February 6, 
2011.

Sisterhood enjoyed a “CHAI TEA,” 
which successfully combined a “ROY-
ALLY” fine time with our focus on 
funding for our annual beautification 
project for the Shul.

YI of hollYWooD 
BeaCh, fl

We are getting ready to celebrate 
the completion of our newly 

remodeled Beit Midrash. The Beit Mi-
drash was donated and built by Bernie 
Lisitza memory of his mother. It has 
taken a few years to complete because 
of the great attention to detail. Every 
step of the way has been carefully 
thought out and planned for by Rabbi 
Herschel Berger. The date of the dedi-

cation has not been officially set yet. 
Not only do we have a plentiful 
breakfast, we get a short drash on 
the weekly parsha from the Rabbi, (In 
the past we went over some Mishna).
In addition we have weekly classes on 
Thursday nights in the Shul, (dinner 
included) and the Rabbi has a weekly 
class at his house.

YI of northBrook, Il

YI of SouthfIelD, mI

We are very happy to report that, 
Baruch HaShem, we have had 

many new families move into our 
Southfield neighborhood over the 
last several years! We are now provid-
ing many types of chesed to our com-
munity in a wide variety of situations, 
including the following: New Baby 
Meals  (Linda Lefkowitz, Coordinator) 
provides home-cooked meals for one 
week following birth of a baby and 
assistance in coordination of Shalom 
Zachor. Our Nichum Aveilim com-
mittee (Joanne Gotlib, Coordinator) 
brings catered meals during the Shiva 
period for the mourners and the im-
mediate family and also posts the 
announcement to YI Metro Council 
phone list. Our Bikkur Cholim commit-
tee (Cookie Gonik, Coordinator) pro-
vides home-cooked meals as needed, 

does shopping, provides transpor-
tation to doctor appointments, and 
helps with babysitting (by teenagers).  
We also provide Bikkur Cholim Visits 
in home, hospital or nursing home 
visits. Our “New Members Package” 
(Rosie Cappell and Marlene White, Co-
Coordinators) greet our new members 
with a welcome basket with Shabbos 
candles, challah rolls and grape juice 
and a members binder, compiled by 
Rita Schreiber, with information about 
Southfield/Greater Detroit area as well 
as a YIS phone list.

We thank Julie Halpern, Rita Sch-
reiber, Myra Selesny, and Shifra Zwick 
for their many years of dedicated 
service for our Bikkur Cholim Visits, 
New Members Package and Nichum 
Aveilim Committees. 

IF YOu WISH TO ASSIST 

Jonathan 
Pollard  

(Yehonoton Ben Malka)
with the costs of  

kosher food,  
phone calls, etc.

 while he is still in prison

please send your  
contributions to:
NCYI,  111 John Street, 

Ste. 450  
New York, NY 10038  

Please make your checks  
payable to:  

Young Israel Charities and designate:   
For Jonathan Pollard

NCYI branch news
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NCYI branch news

The Metro Detroit Jewish Community has an an-
nual dinner, where Jewish men, from all back-

grounds, get together to break bread.   This year’s 
dinner was hosted, for the first time, by Young Israel 
of Oak Park.  A record 258 men attended to dine to-
gether and to hear Israel Coalition on Campus Ex-
ecutive Director Steve Kuperberg explain how the 
coalition is fighting the anti-Israel bias on today’s 
college campuses throughout America.

YI of oak park, mI
MEN’S INTER-CONGREGATIONAL DINNER

At the Detroit-Piston Game

Tu B’Shvat

Tu B’Shvat
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L-R: Rabbi Moshe Shulman, Dr. Robert & Barbara Strashun (Honorees), Jan Adel-
man (Co-Chair), Adinah Raskas (Co-Chair) at the Young Israel of St. Louis.

YI of St. louIS, mo

L-R: Judy and Robert Hellman (Event chairs),  Rabbi Moshe Shulman, Bobby Me-
dow (Past president, giving blood), and a nurse from the Red Cross  at Young Israel 
of St. Louis.

THE YOUNG ISRAEL OF ST. LOUIS ANNUAL TRIBUTE DINNER
HONORING DR. ROBERT AND BARBARA STRASHUN, WAS
CHAIRED BY ADINAH RASKAS AND JAN ADELMAN, AND
WAS HELD ON FEBRUARY 13, 2011.

THE ST. LOUIS JEWISH COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE, HELD AT
YOUNG ISRAEL EVERY YEAR, JANUARY 16TH, 2011

Sisterhood of Young Israel of Oceanside sponsored a very 
unique program at its Paid Up membership event.  “Hu-

mor and Healing with Lev Leytzan,” the Therapeutic Clowns, 
was held, Tuesday, December 14th, 8 p.m.  President Sharon 
Lindenauer opened the program, introducing Rebbetzin 
Judi Steinig, who gave greetings from National Council 
of Young Israel.  Rachel Pill, LCSW, Lev Leytzan’s Director 
of Community Relations, spoke about humor and healing 

through an interactive, enjoyable and informative clown act 
that shows what to do and what not to do when performing 
the mitzvah of Bikur Cholim.  Sondra Gottesman spoke very 
eloquently about the YIO Bikur Cholim Committee.  Follow-
ing the program, everyone learned how to make balloon an-
imals. Rock Davis, Program Chairman and Ley Leytzan clown 
coordinated the entertaining and inspiring evening. 

L-R:  Sharon Lindenauer, Sondra Gottesman, Rock Davis, Rebbetzin Judi Steinig and 
(sitting):  Mendy Rubin, a Lev Leytzan clown, is the grandson of Sondra Gottesman

Rachel Pill, LCSW, 
Director of Com-
munity Relations, 
Lev Leytzan

YI of oCeanSIDe, nY

NCYI branch news
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NCYI branch news

For most retirees who downsize, 
love the warm weather, want a 

Shul they can walk to on Shabbos, and 
don’t want to move next to their chil-
dren, finding the right place is a daunt-
ing task.  As an Orthodox Jew, there 
are just not that many choices. 

Young Israel of Pembroke Pines, I 
would suggest, is the answer! Located 
within Century Village, in South Flor-
ida, we are west of Hollywood, north 
of North Miami Beach.  The newest 
Century Village (completed in 1998), 
our community offers an unsurpassed 
array of recreation and entertainment 
activities for seniors who want a warm, 
dynamic setting with a convenient, ac-
tive Shul. YI of Pembroke Pines opened 
in 1990 and our present building was 
completed in 2002. 

For Easterners, such as me, Pem-
broke Pines is a welcome breathe of 
warm, balmy air, with one of the best 
climates in the country; and being 
somewhat inland, a diminished threat 
of a hurricane.  With an average tem-
perature ranging from the mid-60s in 
the winter to the mid- 80s in the sum-
mer, it offers a life without shoveling 
snow, and without the need for heavy 
winter coats.  What a pleasure!  Since 
our Young Israel is located within Cen-
tury Village, there is no shortage of 
(affordable) housing within walking 
distance of the Shul. 

For those who aren’t acquainted 
with it, let me describe Century Vil-
lage: picture a gated community, com-
plete with 24/7 security, a sophisticat-
ed medical alert system, a luxurious 
clubhouse with a huge  theatre where 
one can see first run movies or Broad-
way shows. For the fitness-minded, 
there is a state of art Club Health, 23 
swimming pools scattered about, jog-
ging and bike trails, tennis courts, fish-
ing, sailing, an 18 hole par 71 champi-
onship golf course. All of this is made 
even more accessible by the availabil-
ity of free transportation within and 
outside the Village.

If I sound enthusiastic, it’s because 
since coming here, I have found won-

derful opportunities to expand my 
own horizons, not only with a com-
fortable lifestyle, but with new ex-
periences and friendships that many 
doubt are attainable after a certain 
point in life. As for me, I have taken ad-
vantage of the many classes available 
by learning to play the piano – some-
thing I had always wanted to do, but 
never had the time. For others, there 
are so many learning and recreational 
opportunities, we feel like we are in an 
adult summer camp all year round. It’s 
important to mention that shopping 
malls are immediately outside the Vil-
lage with all the big name stores and 
kosher establishments, such as restau-
rants and markets nearby. 

YI of pemBroke pIneS, fl  By Ruth Ort

Photo credit:  Mendy Bleier



104   •  NatioNal CouNCil of YouNg israel    viewpoiNt spriNg 5771/2011

 •
   

 s
pe

Ci
al

 Z
io

N
is

m
 is

su
e 

iii
 

    NatioNal CouNCil of YouNg israel    viewpoiNt spriNg 5771/2011   •   105

YI of pemBroke pIneS, fl ConTInUeD 

NCYI branch news

Who could ask for more?  And the 
best is to be among one’s own peer 
group to share life’s experiences, brush 
up on our Yiddish, do some kvetching 
about the children and kvelling over 
the grandchildren and the special 
delight upon finding someone from 
the “old” neighborhood.  I incredibly 
found out that our Rabbi was at the 
Shul where my father davened for fifty 
years in Ozone Park, N.Y. What a con-
nection!

Our Young Israel is a mixture of full-
time residents and “snowbirds” who 
fly South for the winter.  Our Rabbi 
BenZion Levin has served our congre-
gation since September, 2004.  There is 
a daily minyan, ongoing classes three 
evenings a week, an active Sisterhood 
with monthly meetings including a 
program and lunch and a Men’s Club.  
With various programs and events 
throughout the year such as our eight 

week Lecture Series, the synagogue 
provides not only a place for prayer 
and learning but is a place where tik-
kun olam is a concept that has mean-
ing for us. This place is “mitzvah cen-
tral.” There is always someone who 
needs a ride, some help, some advice, 
a friend, or just some hand holding.  
One of the most active groups here is 
Amit whose work is known worldwide. 
We have become a “family” for bet-
ter and occasionally for worse, being 
there for one another in good times 
and not-so.  But that’s what families 
are all about. 

The initial founders of the Shul 
are now in their 70s and 80’s and we 
are rolling out a special welcome mat 
to invite new members to join us by 
moving into the Village on a full-
time or seasonal basis.  As more baby 
boomers reach the age of retirement, 
we are hoping that they will consider 
finding their new home with us. Young 
Israel of Pembroke Pines and Century 
Village of Pembroke Pines should no 
longer be unknown to Orthodox Jew-
ish seniors.  As a new resident for the 
past two years, I have been fortunate 
to have found and become part of this 
wonderful community.  It has indeed 
been a blessing that I want to share.

As a community, we have decid-
ed to roll up our sleeves and create a 
program to help everyone make the 
move:  from finding the right condo, 
getting the best deal, learning about 
the area, meeting the members, and 
answering all their questions.  We have 
just started, but we are determined to 
increase our membership “Yiddle” by 
“Yiddle”.

To find out more about YI of Pembroke Pines, visit 
our website:  www.youngisraelpembrokepines.com. 
There you will find pictures of out synagogue which 
is small enough to create the intimacy of a family and 
large enough for growth and expansion.  Visit us and 
join in our community. You will have the opportunity 
to become a member of a group that is in the process 
of recreating new life and new vibrancy in their com-
munity in a beautiful, warm, affordable setting. 

Standing, L-R: Norman Reinhard; Noah 
Rothman; Harold Wolf, Past President; 
Martha Goldsmith, Recording Secretary
Herb Goldsmith, Gabbai ; Rabbi Mordechai 
Roizman, Andrew Schwartz, President and 
head of Men’s Club; Ruth Ort, Publicity ; 
Melvin Bodner, President
Sitting, L-R: Miriam Yuter, Second Vice 
President and Financial Secretary; Alice 
Chernoff; David ushkow; Sidney Kirscher,  
First Vice President

“You Have 
the Right 
to Remain 
Jewish!”

Ride along with Police 
Detective Steve Riback 
on the journey of a lifetime.   
Buckle up and hold on 
tight as you chase down 
ignorance, discrimination & 
anti-Semitism through this 
inspiring story of Jewish life 
on the beat! 

“Kosher Cop” is great for:
• Featured speaker events 
• Shabbatons  
• Scholar-in-residence  
• Young adult programs   
• Charity functions   
• Community events  
• Education programs

For more information about speaking 
engagements please visit 
www.koshercop.com

Rabbi Mordechai Roizman,  
Director of Synagogue Services, NCYI, 

visits the Shul

Wishing all NCYI Members 
and Klal Yisrael a Happy 

and Healthy Passover 
Holiday - Chag Kasher 

V’Sameach

NCYI branch news
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NCYI branch news

February 2011 was 
anniversary month 

for the Young Israel of 
Boca Raton. On Febru-
ary 1st we celebrated the 
first  anniversary of our 
morning Bais Medrash 
program. The Bais Me-
drash program provides 
organized learning Mon-
day through Thursday 
mornings in Chumash, 
Mussar, and Talmud. The 
anniversary was marked 
by a festive breakfast on 
that day and by a spe-
cial Shalosh Seudos on 
Shabbos February 5th. We thank our 
member Dr. Alan Josephs for spear-
heading the Bais Medrash program.

  On Sunday February 20, 2011 we 

celebrated the 
shul’s Twenty-
third anniversa-
ry and honored 
Stewart Birn-
baum, Harriete 
Birnbaum, and 
Evelyn Solomon 
for all of their 
years of dedi-
cated work on 
behalf of our Young Israel. 
Everyone who attended was 
impressed by the venue, the 
cuisine, and the speeches of 
the honorees. Our Master of 
Ceremonies, Yakov Lyons, 

navigated the multifaceted program 
with humor and grace. There was de-
light in the air when he announced 
that, Baruch HaShem, we had sur-

passed our fundraising goal for the 
campaign.

A special thank you goes to Lola 
Lever, Ira Plitt, and Perri Plitt our din-
ner co – chairs for all of the time and 
effort that they invested to make the 
journal campaign and the dinner such 
a rousing success. We also thank all of 
our members and friends for their do-
nations and solicitations.  

Yakov Lyons emcee at YIBR 23rd 
Anniversary Dinner

YI BoCa raton, fl

Morning Bais Medrash learning

SHMORG 2
The

Free with your $36 Donation

1.877.7. AUCTION
www.oorah.org

 Eternity
Yaakov Shwekey

Fiveish Live Inspiration
Rabbi Moshe T. Lieff 

The Living Torah
A. Torah Animal World 
B. Artifacts from the Mishnah

The Mashal Man

Marvelous Middos Machine Vol.3
My Zaidy

Disc 2 - Audio

Disc 1 - 
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To include your shul’s Branch News  
in our next edition of Viewpoint Magazine,

Contact Esther Altmann, Editor
ealtmann@youngisrael.org

YI of DeerfIelD BeaCh, fl

Col. Myer and Esther Tulkoff were 
honored by the Young Israel of Deer-
field Beach and State of Israel Bonds 
at a tribute breakfast at the  branch, 
February 13.   Presenting a plaque to 
the Tulkoffs is Irving Waxman (center), 
co-chair of the tribute committee.

YI of Deerfield Beach elected the 
following officers for two-year terms: 
Rabbi Nathaniel Steinberg, President; 
Nathan Braun, First Vice-President and 
Chairman of the Board; Albert Zach-
ter, Second Vice-President; Hanna 
Zehnwirth, Third Vice-President; Ar-
nold Berkovits, Treasurer; Phillip Gold, 
Financial Secretary; Dotty Gross, Re-
cording Secretary and Norma Cohen, 
Corresponding Secretary.

More than 400 members and guests participated 
in the festivities marking the branch’s 31st Annual 
Dinner Sunday on January 9th at the synagogue. 
Special awards were presented to Dotty Gross, 
Guest of Honor (right) and Phyllis Eisenberg, Aishes 
Chayil Awaredee (left).
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To BRing a SimilaR PRogRam To youR communiTy, conTacT ncyi

Donate a Sefer torah 
to the IDf

If your synagogue and/or a member of your community has a Sefer Torah 
(even if it is pasul) that can be donated to the IDF,   

please contact us.

Additionally, we encourage all synagogues to conduct a special appeal to raise funds  
with which additional Sifrei Torah will be purchased for the IDF.

For info and/or to make a donation, please contact: NCYI-IDF Campaign  
111 John St. Ste. 450, NY, NY 10038  212-929-1525, ext. 100 

execvp@youngisrael.org

To date, the NCYI-IDF Project  has sent over 190 Torahs to the   
Chief Rabbi of the IDF.  Many more are still needed.
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Young Israel of Sunnyside 
received a Branch visit from 
Rebbetzin Judi Steinig, Di-

rector of Programming on March 
1, 2011.  Rebbetzin Steinig met 
with Rabbi Nesanel and Reb-
betzin Nechama Lerman at the 
synagogue, where they discussed 
various programs  of the National 
Council of Young Israel and ser-
vices that are available to branch 
synagogues.  Rebbetzin Steinig 
had the opportunity to learn 
more about the shul’s history, 
including the recent Sefer Torah 
dedication.

YI of SunnYSIDe, nY

Rebbetzin Nechama Lerman (left), Rebbetzin Judi Steinig 
(right) and Shoshana Lerman (center) at Young Israel of Sun-
nyside.  They are standing in front of the beautiful mechitzas 
that were designed by Betty-Anne Weiner, Executive Director 
of the synagogue. 

Rabbi Pesach Lerner, Scholar-in-Residence at YI of Valley Village, CA, speaks about Jonathan Pollard.R-L: Michael Kublin, President; Rabbi Pesach Lerner; Rabbi Zvi 
Block, YI Rabbi; Rabbi Aaron Parry

YI of valleY vIllaGe, Ca

YI of aventura, fl

L-R: President of shul Élan Bittman, Aventura, FL, 
Rabbi Mordechai Roizman, Dir. Synagogue Services, 
NCYI 

YI of BaYSIDe, nY

At a recent Shul meeting, Rabbi Pesach Lerner, NCYI (not shown), addressed the group

NCYI branch news
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outside N.Y. State, call: 800-INV-PLuS

Phone orders accepted

America’s most exquisite lines 

Invitations 
plus



106   •  NatioNal CouNCil of YouNg israel    viewpoiNt spriNg 5771/2011     NatioNal CouNCil of YouNg israel    viewpoiNt spriNg 5771/2011   •   107

• 
   

sp
eC

ia
l 

Zi
o

N
is

m
 is

su
e 

iii
 



108   •  NatioNal CouNCil of YouNg israel    viewpoiNt spriNg 5771/2011     NatioNal CouNCil of YouNg israel    viewpoiNt spriNg 5771/2011   •   109

• 
   

sp
eC

ia
l 

Zi
o

N
is

m
 is

su
e 

iii
 

Stale cigarette smoke hanging 
in the air behind him, the sounds of 
weights clanging and billiard balls 
crashing in the background, Motti sits 
on a frayed couch in the heart of Flat-
bush one recent night and talks about 
what it is like — or was — to be an at-
risk Jewish teenager.

Now 17, he came to Brooklyn seven 
months ago from the Midwest, where 
he was failing at school and fighting 
at home. Here, he says, he lived with a 
member of his family, but was still lost, 
“chilling on the streets, doing drugs.”

That changed a few months ago, 
Motti (not his real name) says, when 
“a friend,” someone he’d hang out 
with wasting time, told him about Our 
Place, a drop-in center for teens, many 
from Orthodox backgrounds.

He came one night, one of the 
more than 6,000 troubled teens 
helped by the center in the last doz-
en years. And he kept coming back. 
“Every night,” Motti says. Shooting a 
little pool, watching some TV, talking 
with the adult volunteers and teenage 
peers who hang around the center, 
down a flight of stairs, through an un-
marked door on Avenue M, a business 
center of Brooklyn’s heavily Orthodox 
neighborhood.

The teens, mostly from Modern 
Orthodox and black-hat backgrounds, 
have the classic street look — garish T-
shirts, jeans or cargo pants, suspicious 
eyes that give every visitor the once-
over. Some of the boys are barehead-
ed; some wear stocking caps.

Were it not for Our Place, a 12-year-
old independent institution under Or-
thodox auspices, “I’d be on the street,” 
Motti says.

Now, he says, he’s afraid he may 

end up back there. Our Place may have 
to close.

The organization has depended 
on state aid and some private phil-
anthropic support. Since the middle 
of this year, when government fund-
ing, the victim of budget cutbacks, 
stopped, Our Place has gone into ma-
jor debt to keep its doors from closing. 
Due to the economic conditions the 
past few years have been more and 
more difficult for the organization, so 
cuts have been made and locations 
closed. With the new circumstances 
the organization will have to close its 
doors. Just a few years ago, before the 
economy collapsed, the Our Place an-
nual budget was $1.8 million, Chaim 
Glancz a program director says.

Glancz, 50, a “Brooklyn-born-and-
bred” resident of nearby Borough 
Park who started befriending at-risk 
Jewish youth two decades ago and 
has served at Our Place since it was 
founded, called some of the center’s 
major supporters together earlier this 
month. “I wanted to pull the plug,” to 
close down Our Place before the debt 
grew larger, he says.

Give us a little time — we’ll try to 
raise the needed funds, the supporters 
said.

The boys — a separate “Our Place 
Too” for Jewish girls is located a few 
miles away in Flatbush —come up to 
Glancz, slapping him five or offering 
him a bite to eat, as he shows a visitor 
around the 4,000 + square-foot con-
verted karate studio.

In one wood-paneled room is a 
ping-pong table, along a row of pool 
tables. In the corner, a few boys are 
huddled around a large-screen TV, 
watching “N.C.I.S.” On the other side 

of a dividing wall are teens grunting 
on free weights and weight-lifting ma-
chines. There’s a jamming room with a 
complete set of drums, a small therapy 
room for personal counseling, and 
rows of prayer books and Jewish texts.

“We do no kiruv,” he says, using the 
Hebrew term for religious outreach — 
there are plenty of rabbis who do that.

Our Place, a response to the grow-
ing number of teens from Orthodox 
homes who have turned to street-life 
and substance abuse in recent de-
cades, concentrates on the kids’ psy-
chological and educational needs. 
Through its day school division, it 
helps students receive a GED high 
school diploma. 

A separate co-ed post-rehab recov-
ery program, titled The Living Room, 
is based at yet another location. Hun-
dreds of young adults in their early 
20’s are part of this program.

“Today’s troubled youth have 
a common denominator: they are 
searching, seeking and looking for 
that elusive answer to quell their inner 
turmoil,” an Our Place brochure states. 
“Naïve, frightened and alone, they are 
seduced and beguiled by drug deal-
ers, molesters and criminals. Our Place 
offers troubled youth the opportunity 
of rediscovering themselves, their be-
liefs, aspirations ... and ultimately, their 
future.”

“It’s a home away from home — 
my friends are here,” says Robert, 16. 
He says the therapists and volunteers 
have helped him tame his temper. “I 
used to be angry all the time.”

Our Place has made him “a better 
person.”

“Our mission is to get the kids back 
into the community,” to restore then 

Centers For At-Risk Teens 
Themselves, At Risk

With its funding slashed,  
future of Our Place™ in jeopardy;  

‘I’d be on the street without it,’ teen says.
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 L-R: Jerry Dorf, Rabbi Mordechai Roizman, Aaron Halprin, George Goldsein (President)

L-R: Rabbi Yisroel Edelman, Rabbi Mordechai Roizman, Rabbi Nathaniel Stein-
berg, President

L-R: Rabbi Pesach Lerner; Rabbi Shalom Rubanowitz, YI  Rabbi; Rabbi Gershon Tanen-
baum, Exec. Director, Rabbinical Alliance of America

L-R: Co Presidents Shelly Lisbon, Rabbi Mordechai Roizman, 
Morris Kaplan

to their families, Glancz says.
 “We treat them like our family,” 

Glancz says.
Of the some 7,000 Jewish teens 

— mostly boys — who have passed 
through the Our Place doors, Glancz 
says, about 70 percent are considered 
successes. They’re off drugs, back in 
school, back at home, happily married.

The rest?
“Some are still hanging around,” 

still drifting, still doing drugs. “Some 
we lost” to the streets, Glancz says. 
“Some we buried.” This past year alone 
over 25 teens in the New York Tri-State 
region died from overdose.

Without Our Place, he says, “we 
would be burying more kids.”

While Our Place is likely the largest 
organization with such drop-in cen-
ters for at-risk Jewish teens, and spon-

sors “the most extensive” array of daily 
services for members of both sexes, it 
is not only located in Brooklyn NY. Our 
Place has a program in Israel called 
“Our House” and has opened similar 
drop-in locations in several other Jew-
ish neighborhoods, including Lake-
wood, NJ, Queens NY, and Monsey in 
Rockland County., NY. The teens, he 
says, are concerned by reports that 
their place may close.

“I can’t believe it,” Motti says. “This 
is my home. I’ve been clean [off drugs] 
for a long time because of this place.”

What will he and the other nightly 
drop-in visitors do if Our Place closes?

“I have no clue,” he says. “[We’re] in 
trouble... I really have no clue.”

Joey, 15, who also comes every 
night to “chill” and play chess, says 
he’ll probably be “back on the streets” 

if Our Place closes; the same for most 
of his friends.

Joey’s parents, who live in Brook-
lyn, encourage him to come here, he 
says. “They’re happy I’m not on the 
streets.”

On a typical night, about 70-80 
boys come and go at the Avenue M 
site, like the tide.

When the boys walked down Av-
enue M after dark this week, they saw 
a familiar sight down the block — a 
group of teens, hoods over their heads 
to protect against the early winter 
cold, hanging out on the street.

For further information, or to do-
nate please visit www.OurPlaceNY.org

Excerpts from an article written by 
Steve Lipman

YI of hollYWooD BeaCh, fl  YI of Bal harBour, fl

YI of loS anGeleS, CaYI of DeerfIelD BeaCh, fl
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