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It may be said that the question of
how the technology, languages,
institutions, and even pastimes of

Western Europe came to dominate
global civilization — even came to
create that civilization — is the greatest
historical question of modern times. Yet
scholars have paid relatively little
attention to this veritable monumental
phenomenon. This new series is
designed to offer a forum for debate and
bring new research to light.

Volume 1

THE LANGUAGE ENCOUNTER IN THE
AMERICAS, 1492-1800
Edited by Edward G. Gray, Florida State
University and Norman Fiering, John Carter
Brown Library, Brown University

“This collection is a very welcome addition to
scholarship on Native-European encounters
in the New World ... Both the broad coverage
and the interdisciplinary approaches ... will
offer future scholars of colonial situations
conceptual tools ... a strong and accessible
collection that will lead scholars of diverse
subfields in very profitable common
directions.” — Indigenous Nations Studies 

368 pages, 12 figs, 8 ills, bibliog., index
ISBN 1-57181-160-5 Paperback $25.00/£17.00 [2001]
ISBN 1-57181-210-5 Hardback $89.95/£53.00 [2000]

Volume 2

THE JEWS AND THE EXPANSION OF
EUROPE TO THE WEST, 1400–1800
Edited by Paolo Bernardini, Boston
University,  and Norman Fiering, John
Carter Brown Library, Brown University

“A substantial contribution to the scholarship
on Indian [Native-American]-European
relations ... Specialists will find new nuggets
to challenge existing interpretations, while
readers new to the topic will find useful
introductions and more detailed case studies
that give some idea of the current issues
under scholarly debate. All readers will
experience the benefits of looking at one
topic comparatively across vast amounts of
space and time.” — Itinerario 

582 pages, 43 figs, 13 tables, 11 maps, index
ISBN 1-57181-430-2 Paperback $29.95/£19.95 [2004]
ISBN 1-57181-153-2 Hardback $95.00/£55.00) [2001] 
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Employing a frontier framework, this
book traces intercultural relations in
the lower Hudson River valley of

early seventeenth-century New
Netherland. It explores the interaction
between the Dutch and the Munsee
Indians and considers how they, and
individuals within each group, interacted,
focusing in particular on how the
changing colonial landscape affected
their cultural encounter and Munsee
cultural development. At each stage of
European colonization—first contact,
trade, and settlement—the Munsees
faced evolving and changing challenges.

Understanding culture in terms of
worldview and societal structures, this
volume identifies ways in which Munsee
society changed in an effort to adjust to
the new intercultural relations and looks
at the ways the Munsees maintained
aspects of their own culture and resisted
any imposition of Dutch societal
structures and sovereignty over them. In
addition, the book includes a suggestive
afterward in which the author applies his
frontier framework to Dutch-indigenous
relations in the Cape colony. 

248 pages, bibliog., index
ISBN 1-57181-672-0 Hardback $75.00/£45.00 [2006]

The Struggle for Sovereignty 
in the Hudson Valley
Paul Otto, George Fox University
“The Dutch-Munsee Encounter in America
fills a major gap in scholarly studies of New
Netherland. With keen judgment and
perceptive analysis, Paul Otto examines
European intrusion into the lower Hudson
Valley and western Long Island and
evaluates the changes it wrought on Indian
and Dutch societies. This deeply-researched
book is as nearly definitive—in the absence
of Munsee sources—as it could be, and the
comparative essay on South Africa is a
valuable bonus.” 

—Alden T. Vaughan, 
Professor Emeritus of History, 

Columbia University
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Volume 4

THE SOUNDS OF SILENCE
Nineteenth-Century Portugal and the Abolition of
the Slave Trade
João Pedro Marques, Instituto de
Investigação Científica Tropical (Lisbon)
Translated from the Portuguese by 
Richard Wall

“About the year 1770, the slave trade was at its
height, legal everywhere, an integral part of the
commerce and society of the Atlantic world.
One hundred years later, the slave trade had
vanished and chattel slavery itself was destined
for extinction. The causes and the dynamics of
this radical change are hotly debated. The
Sounds of Silence contributes to this debate by
investigating the attitudes and political
changes that in Portugal led to the ending of
the slave trade” — Luso-Brazilian Review
304 pages
ISBN 1-57181-447-7 Hardback $80.00/£50.00 [2006]

Volume 5

THE DUTCH SLAVE TRADE, 1500-1850
Pieter Emmer, University of Leiden 
Translated from the Dutch by Chris Emery

P.C. Emmer, one of the most prominent experts in
Dutch Atlantic slavery, tells the story of Dutch
involvement in the trade from the beginning of the
17th century–much later than the Spaniards and
the Portuguese–and goes on to show how the
trade shifted from Brazil to the Caribbean. He
explains how the purchase of slaves was
organized in Africa, records their dramatic
transport across the Atlantic, and examines how
the sales machinery worked. Drawing on his
prolonged study of the topic, he presents his
subject clearly and soberly, although never
forgetting the tragedy hidden behind the numbers
– the dark side of the Dutch Golden Age -, which
makes this study not only informative but also
very readable. 

176 pages, bibliog, index
ISBN 1-84545-031-0 Hardback $75.00/£45.00 [2006]

Volume 6

POSSESSING THE WORLD
Taking the Measurements of Colonisation from the
18th to the 20th Century
Bouda Etemad, Universities of Geneva and
Lausanne. Translated from the French by
Andrene Everson

Based on an impressive body of information and
data, this volume recounts the history of five
continents over a long stretch of time and in a
comparative approach. From the beginning of
European expansion the question was posed:
what were the “empire tools” that gave Europe its
military superiority, even before the industrial
revolution? What was it that enabled Europeans to
withstand life-threatening tropical diseases and to
control indigenous populations? This book gives a
fresh and wide-ranging view of the construction
and collapse of the modern colonial empires of
Europe, the United States of America and Japan.

Summer 2007, ca 216 pages, bibliog., index
ISBN 1-84545-338-7 Hardback ca $75.00/£45.00  [2007] 

Volume 7

PIOUS PURSUITS
German Moravians in the Atlantic World
Edited by Michele Gillespie. Wake Forest
University and Robert Beachy, Goucher
College

This volume offers a fresh vantage point from
which to examine the Atlantic world. Quick to
traverse the conventional political boundaries that
divided European states and American colonies,
Moravians departed their homelands to form new
congregations in the most cosmopolitan European
cities as well as on the North American frontier.
This volume explores Atlantic World Moravians’
lives and beliefs, their communities and their
culture, and provides a new framework for
analysis of the Atlantic world that is comparative,
and even transnational.  

Summer 2007, ca 272 pages, 12 ills, bibliog., index
ISBN 1-84545-339-5 Hardback ca $80.00/£47.00  [2007] 
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