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TRANSLATION   TRADUCTION

No. 272. DECLARATION1 OF SWITZERLAND RECOGNIZ 
ING AS COMPULSORY THE JURISDICTION OF THE 
COURT, IN CONFORMITY WITH ARTICLE 36, PARA 
GRAPH 2, OF THE STATUTE OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
COURT OF JUSTICE. BERNE, 6 JULY 1948

THE Swiss FEDERAL COUNCIL

duly authorized for that purpose by a Federal decree which was adopted on 
12 March 1948 by the Federal Assembly of the Swiss Confederation and became 
operative on 17 June 1948,

hereby declares
that the Swiss Confederation recognizes as compulsory ipso facto and without 
special agreement, in relation to any other State accepting the same obligation, 
the jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice in all legal disputes con 
cerning:

(a) The interpretation of a treaty;

(b) Any question of international law;

(c) The existence of any fact which, if established, would constitute a 
breach of an international obligation;

(d ) The nature or extent of the reparation to be made for the breach of 
an international obligation.

This declaration, which is made under Article 36 of the Statute of the 
International Court of Justice, shall take effect from the date on which the 
Swiss Confederation becomes a party2 to that Statute and shall have effect as 
long as it has not been abrogated subject to one year's notice.

DONE at Berne, 6 July 1948.
ON BEHALF OF THE SWISS FEDERAL COUNCIL:

The President of the Confederation 
(Signed] CELIO

The Chancellor of the Confederation 
(Signed) LEIMGRUBER

1 Deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations on 28 July 1948. 

'See page 111 of this volume.


