
TITLE I ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION
 
CANON 1: Of the General Convention
Sec. 1 (a) At the time and place appointed for the meeting of the
General Convention, the President of the House of Deputies, or, if
absent, the Vice-President of the House, or, if there be neither, a
presiding officer pro tempore appointed by the members of the House
of Deputies on the Joint Committee of Arrangements for the
General Convention, shall call to order the members present. The
Secretary, or, if absent, a Secretary pro tempore appointed by the
presiding officer, shall record the names of those whose
testimonials, in due form, shall have been presented, which record
shall be prima facie evidence that the persons whose names are
therein recorded are entitled to seats. In the event that testimonials
are presented by or on behalf of persons from jurisdictions which
have not previously been represented in a General Convention, then
the Secretary, or one appointed instead as provided herein, shall
proceed as provided in Clause (c). If there be a quorum present, the
Secretary shall so certify, and the House shall proceed to organize by
the election, by ballot, of a Secretary, and a majority of the votes cast
shall be necessary to such election. Upon such election, the presiding
officer shall declare the House organized. If there be a vacancy in
the office of President or Vice-President, the vacancy or vacancies
shall then be filled by election, by ballot, the term of any officer so
elected to continue until the adjournment of the General
Convention. As soon as such vacancies are filled, the President shall
appoint a committee to wait upon the House of Bishops and inform
it of the organization of the House of Deputies, and of its readiness
to proceed to business.

(b) There shall be a President and a Vice-President of the House
of Deputies, who shall perform the duties normally appropriate to
their respective offices or specified in these Canons. They shall be
elected not later than the seventh day of each regular meeting of the
General Convention in the manner herein set forth. The House of
Deputies shall elect from its membership, by a majority of separate
ballots, a President and a Vice-President, who shall be of different
orders. Such officers shall take office at the adjournment of the
regular meeting at which they are elected, and shall continue in
office until the adjournment of the following regular meeting of the
General Convention. They shall be and remain ex officio members of
the House during their term of office. No person elected President
or Vice-President shall be eligible for more than three consecutive
full terms in each respective office. In case of resignation, death,
absence, or inability, of the President, the Vice-President shall
perform the duties of the office until a new President is elected. The
President shall be authorized to appoint an Advisory Council for
consultation and advice in the performance of the duties of the
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office. The President may also appoint a Chancellor to the President,
a confirmed adult communicant of the Church in good standing
who is learned in both ecclesiastical and secular law, to serve so long
as the President may desire, as counselor in matters relating to the
discharge of the responsibilities of that office.

(c) In order to aid the Secretary in preparing the record specified
in Clause (a), it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Convention
of every Diocese to forward to the Secretary of the House of
Deputies, as soon as may be practicable, a copy of the latest Journal
of the Diocesan Convention, together with a certified copy of the
testimonials of members aforesaid, and a duplicate copy of such
testimonials. Where testimonials are received for persons from
jurisdictions which have not previously been represented in General
Convention, the Secretary shall ascertain that the applicable
provisions of Article V, Section 1, of the Constitution have been
complied with prior to such persons being permitted to take their
seats in the House.

(d) The Secretary shall keep full minutes of the proceedings of the
House; record them, with all reports, in a book provided for that
purpose; preserve the Journals and Records of the House; deliver
them to the Registrar, as hereinafter provided; and perform such
other duties as may be directed by the House. The Secretary may,
with the approval of the House, appoint Assistant Secretaries, and
the Secretary and Assistant Secretaries shall continue in office until
the organization of the next General Convention, and until their
successors be chosen.

(e) It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the House of Deputies,
whenever any alteration of the Book of Common Prayer or of the
Constitution is proposed, or any other subject submitted to the
consideration of the several Diocesan Conventions, to give notice
thereof to the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Church in every
Diocese, as well as to the Secretary of the Convention of every
Diocese, and written evidence that the foregoing requirement has
been complied with shall be presented by the Secretary to the
General Convention at its next session. All such notices shall be sent
by certified or registered mail, with the Secretary's certificates to be
returned. The Secretary shall notify all diocesan Secretaries that it is
their duty to make known such proposed alterations of the Book of
Common Prayer, and of the Constitution, and such other subjects,
to the Conventions of their respective Dioceses at their next
meeting, and to certify to the Secretary of the House of Deputies
that such action has been taken.

(f) The Secretary of the House of Deputies and the Treasurer of
the General Convention shall be entitled to seats upon the floor of
the House, and, with the consent of the President, they may speak
on the subjects of their respective offices.

(g) At the meetings of the House of Deputies the Rules and
Orders of the previous meeting shall be in force until they are
amended or repealed by the House.
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(h) In case of the resignation, death, or total disability of the
President and Vice-President during the recess of the General
Convention, the Secretary of the House of Deputies shall perform
such ad interim duties as may appertain to the office of President until
the next meeting of the General Convention or until such disability
is removed.

(i) If, during recess, a vacancy shall occur in the office of Secretary
of the House of Deputies, the duties thereof shall devolve upon the
First Assistant Secretary, or, if there be none such, upon a Secretary
pro tempore appointed by the President of the House, or if the office
of President be also vacant, then by the Vice-President, and if both
offices be vacant, then by the members from the House of Deputies
of the Joint Committee on Planning and Arrangements for the next
General Convention, appointed by the preceding General
Convention.

(j) At every regular meeting of the General Convention, the
Secretary elected by the House of Deputies shall, by concurrent
action of the two Houses of the General Convention, also be made
the Secretary of the General Convention, who shall have
responsibility for assembling and printing of the Journal of the
General Convention, and for other matters specifically referred to
the Secretary.
Sec. 2 (a) The General Convention by Canon may establish
Standing Commissions, to study and draft policy proposals on major
subjects considered to be of continuing concern to the mission of
the Church. The Canon shall specify the duties of each such
Commission. Standing Commissions shall be composed of three (3)
Bishops, three (3) Priests and/or Deacons of this Church and six (6)
Lay Persons, who shall be confirmed adult communicants of this
Church in good standing. Priests, Deacons and Lay Persons are not
required to be members of the House of Deputies.

(b) The terms of all members of Standing Commissions shall be
equal to the interval between the regular meeting of the General
Convention preceding their appointment and the adjournment of
the second succeeding regular meeting of the General Convention,
and such terms shall be rotated so that, as near as may be, the term
of one half of the members shall expire at the conclusion of each
regular meeting of the General Convention. The term of a member
shall become vacant in the event of two absences from meetings of
the Commission occurring in the interval between successive regular
meetings of the General Convention unless excused by the
Commission for good cause.

(c) The Presiding Bishop shall appoint the Episcopal members,
and the President of the House of Deputies the Lay and other
Clerical members, of such Commissions as soon as practicable after
the adjournment of the General Convention, but not later than
ninety (90) days following the close of General Convention.
Episcopal members appointed after the adjournment of any General
Convention at which a Presiding Bishop is elected shall be
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appointed by the Presiding Bishop-elect. Vacancies shall be filled in
similar manner; Provided, however, that vacancies occurring within one
year of the next regular General Convention shall not be filled unless
so requested by the Commission.

(d) The Presiding Bishop and the President of the House of
Deputies shall jointly appoint members of the Executive Council as
liaison persons to provide for communication between the
Executive Council and each Commission. Notice of such
appointments shall be given to the Secretaries of both Houses. Such
appointed liaison persons shall not be members of the Commission
and shall have voice but not vote. The reasonable expenses thereof
shall be provided for by the Executive Council. Each such
Commission shall have a member of the Presiding Bishop's staff
appointed by the Presiding Bishop to assist in its work. Each such
Commission shall have the power to constitute committees, from
among members or non members of the Commission, and, subject
to the Commission's budget, engage the services of consultants and
coordinators necessary to the carrying on of its work.

(e) The Presiding Bishop and the President of the House of
Deputies shall be members ex officiis of every Commission with the
right, but no obligation, to attend meetings, and with seat and vote
in the deliberations thereof, and shall receive their minutes and an
annual report of their activities; Provided, that the said presiding
officers may appoint personal representatives to attend any meeting
in their stead, but without vote.

(f) The Executive Officer of the General Convention shall, not
later than one hundred and twenty (120) days following the meeting
of the General Convention, notify the members of the respective
Houses of the appointments upon Commissions and the duty to
present Reports to the next Convention. One year prior to the
opening day of the Convention, the Executive Officer of the
General Convention shall remind the Chairs and Secretaries of all
Commissions of this duty.

(g) Every Commission appointed by the Presiding Bishop and the
President of the House of Deputies, and when convened shall be
organized by electing a chair, vice-chair and secretary. In the event
that the Commission is not convened as above provided within six
months from the date of adjournment of each Convention, one-
third of the members may take such action as shall be necessary to
convene the Commission. After the Commission shall have been
convened, and its officers chosen, the Chair or, in the absence of the
Chair or in the Chair's inability or refusal to act, the Vice-Chair shall
be empowered to call a meeting and fix the time and place and shall
do so upon signed request of one-third of the members.

(h) It shall be the privilege of either House to refer to a
Commission any matter related to the subject for which it was
appointed; but neither House shall have the power, without the
consent of the other, to instruct the Commission as to any particular
line of action.
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(i) It shall be the duty of each Commission to give appropriate
notice in the Church press of issues before it and the time and place
of meetings at which such issues are to be considered, together with
instructions as to the manner in which members of the Church may
address their views to such Commission.

(j) Every Commission shall prepare a Report, which, together
with any minority Report, shall be sent, not later than 150 days prior
to the opening day of each Convention, to the Executive Officer of
the General Convention, who shall print and distribute the same, as
far as practicable, to all members of said Convention.

(k) The Report of every Commission presented at the General
Convention shall:

(1) Set forth the names of its original members, any changes
in membership, the names of all those who concur in and
all those who dissent from its recommendation, and shall
further state, if less than a majority of its entire
membership sign the Report, their authority for
presenting it.

(2) Summarize the work of the Commission, including the
various matters studied, the recommendations for action
by the General Convention and drafts of Resolutions
proposed for adoption to implement the
recommendations of the Commission.

(3) Include a detailed report of all receipts and expenditures,
including moneys received from any source whatsoever,
during the preceding interval since the last meeting of the
General Convention, and if it recommends that it be
continued, the estimated requirements for the ensuing
interval until the next regular meeting of the General
Convention.

(l) Every Commission, as a condition precedent to the
presentation and reception of any Report in either House, in which
such Commission proposes the adoption of any Resolution, shall, by
vote, authorize a member or members of that House, who, if
possible, shall be a member of the Commission, with such
limitations as the Commission may impose, to accept or reject, on
behalf of the Commission, any amendments proposed in such
House to any such Resolution; Provided, however, that no such
amendment may change the substance of the proposal, but shall be
primarily for the purpose of correcting errors. The name of the
member or members of the particular House upon whom such
authority has been conferred, and the limitations of authority, shall
be communicated in writing to the Presiding Officer of such House
not later than the presentation of such Report in that House. The
application of this Rule in either House may be suspended, in any
particular case, by the majority vote of the members of such House.

(m) Every Commission whose Report requests expenditure out of
the funds of the General Convention (except for the printing of the
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Report) shall present to the Joint Standing Committee on Program,
Budget, and Finance its written request, on or before the first
business day of the session, and all Resolutions providing for any
such expenditures shall be immediately referred to the Joint Standing
Committee on Program, Budget, and Finance. No proposition
involving such expenditures shall be considered unless so presented
and until after report of the Joint Standing Committee on Program,
Budget, and Finance.

(n) There shall be the following Standing Commissions:
(1) A Standing Commission on Anglican and International

Peace with Justice Concerns. It shall be the duty of the
Commission to develop recommendations and strategies
regarding common ministry opportunities and concerns
with other Provinces of the Anglican Communion as to
the work of this Church and the Anglican Communion
on issues of international peace with justice and to make
recommendations pertaining thereto to the Presiding
Bishop, the Executive Council and the General
Convention.

(2) A Standing Commission for Small Congregations. It shall
be the duty of the Commission to identify and
recommend to General Convention policies, priorities,
and opportunities to affirm and strengthen the health
and development of small congregations.

(3) A Standing Commission on Constitution and Canons. It
shall be the duty of the Commission to:

(i) Review such proposed amendments to the
Constitution and Canons as may be submitted to
the Commission, placing each such proposed
amendment in proper Constitutional or
Canonical form including all amendments
necessary to effect the proposed change. The
Commission shall express its views with respect
to the substance of any such proposal only to
the proponent thereof; Provided, however, that no
member of the Commission shall, by reason of
membership, be deemed to be disabled from
expressing, before a Legislative Committee or on
the floor of the House of membership, personal
views with respect to the substance of any such
proposed amendment.

(ii) Conduct a continuing comprehensive review of
the Constitution and Canons with respect to
their internal consistency and clarity, and on the
basis of such a review propose to the General
Convention such technical amendments to the
Constitution and Canons as in the opinion of
the Commission are necessary or desirable in
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order to achieve such consistency and clarity
without altering the substance of any
Constitutional and Canonical provisions;
Provided, however, that the Commission shall
propose, for the consideration of the
appropriate Legislative Committees of the two
Houses, such amendments to the Constitution
and Canons as in the opinion of the
Commission are technically desirable but involve
a substantive alteration of a Constitutional or
Canonical provision.

(iii) On the basis of such review suggest to the
Executive Council and the Domestic and
Foreign Missionary Society such amendments to
their respective By-laws as in the opinion of the
Commission are necessary or desirable in order
to conform the same to the Constitution and
Canons.

(iv) Conduct a continuing and comprehensive
review and update of the authorized "Annotated
Constitution and Canons for the Government of
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United
States of America otherwise known as The
Episcopal Church" to reflect actions of General
Convention which amend the Constitution and
Canons and, in the discretion of the
Commission, develop other materials which are
appropriate to the purpose of the "Annotated
Constitution and Canons," and facilitate the
publication of this document and related
materials. The Commission may provide or
support forums to promote commentary,
discussion, and understanding of the
Constitution and Canons.

(v) Discharge such other duties as shall from time
to time be assigned by the General Convention.

(4) A Standing Commission on the Mission and Evangelism
of The Episcopal Church. It shall be the duty of the
Commission to identify, study and consider policies,
priorities and concerns as to the effectiveness of The
Episcopal Church in advancing, within this Church's
jurisdictions, God's mission to restore all people to unity
with God and each other in Christ, including patterns
and directions for evangelism, Church planting,
leadership development, and ministries that engage the
diversity of the Church's membership and the
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communities it serves, and to make recommendations to
General Convention.

(5) A Standing Commission on Ecumenical and
Interreligious Relations. It shall be the duty of the
Commission to recommend to the General Convention a
comprehensive and coordinated policy and strategy on
relations between this Church and other Churches, and
this Church and other religions, and to make
recommendations to General Convention concerning
inter-Church cooperation and unity, and interreligious
dialogue and action.

(6) A Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music. The
Custodian of the Book of Common Prayer shall be a
member ex officio with voice, but without vote. It shall be
the duty of the Commission to:

(i) Discharge such duties as shall be assigned to it
by the General Convention as to policies and
strategies concerning the common worship of
this Church.

(ii) Collect, collate and catalogue material bearing
upon possible future revisions of the Book of
Common Prayer.

(iii) Cause to be prepared and to present to the
General Convention recommendations
concerning the Lectionary, Psalter, and offices
for special occasions as authorized or directed
by the General Convention or House of
Bishops.

(iv) Recommend to the General Convention
authorized translations of the Holy Scripture
from which the Lessons prescribed in the Book
of Common Prayer are to be read.

(v) Receive and evaluate requests for consideration
of individuals or groups to be included in the
Calendar of the Church year and make
recommendations thereon to the General
Convention for acceptance or rejection.

(vi) Collect, collate, and catalogue material bearing
upon possible future revisions of The Hymnal
1982 and other musical publications regularly in
use in this Church and encourage the
composition of new musical materials.

(vii) Cause to be prepared and present to the General
Convention recommendations concerning the
musical settings of liturgical texts and rubrics,
and norms as to liturgical music and the manner
of its rendition.
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(viii) At the direction of the General Convention, to
serve the Church in matters pertaining to
policies and strategies concerning Church music.

(7) A Standing Commission on Ministry Development. It
shall be the duty of the Commission to:

(i) Recommend policies and strategies to the
General Convention for the affirmation,
development, and exercise of ministry by all
baptized persons (lay persons, bishops, priests
and deacons).

(ii) Recommend strategies to General Convention
for the development and support of networks
of individuals, diocesan Committees and
commissions, agencies and institutions engaged
in recruitment, gifts discernment, education and
training for ministry, leadership development,
and deployment.

(iii) Study the needs and trends of theological
education for all baptized persons, including
seminary education and life-long learning, and
recommend strategies to General Convention to
strengthen theological education for all baptized
persons.

(8) A Standing Commission on Social Justice and Public
Policy. It shall be the duty of the Commission to identify,
study and theologically interpret social justice issues
facing the United States and their impact on other
nations, and to develop and recommend policies and
strategies to the General Convention.

(9) A Standing Commission on Stewardship and
Development. It shall be the duty of the Commission to
recommend policies that foster within The Episcopal
Church a broad understanding of Christian stewardship,
both individual and corporate. The Commission shall
recommend strategies to General Convention for
stewardship, including education, development, and
planned giving, with special sensitivity to the cultural and
linguistic diversity of the Church.

(10) A Standing Commission on the Structure of the Church.
It shall be the duty of the Commission to study and make
recommendations concerning the structure of the
General Convention and of The Episcopal Church. It
shall, from time to time, review the operation of the
several Committees, Commissions, and Boards to
determine the necessity for their continuance and the
effectiveness of their functions and to bring about a
coordination of their efforts. Whenever a proposal is
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made for the creation of a new Committee, Commission,
Board or Agency, it shall, wherever feasible, be referred
to the Standing Commission on the Structure of the
Church for its consideration and advice.

(11) A Standing Commission on World Mission, whose
members shall include persons broadly representative of
jurisdictions outside the United States of America, as well
as persons having direct engagement with and experience
in world mission. It shall be the duty of the Commission,
to review and evaluate policies, priorities, and strategies
for global mission, and to make recommendations
regarding global mission to General Convention.

(12) A Standing Commission on Communication and
Information Technology. It shall be the duty of the
Commission to identify, study and recommend to
General Convention communication strategies, policies,
priorities, and technologies to strengthen the Church's
communication of the Gospel and the mission of the
Church to the world at large and to improve information
management and exchange within The Episcopal
Church.

(13) A Standing Commission on Health. It shall be the duty
of the Commission to identify and study national and
international healthcare issues, practices, and policies and
the Church's healthcare ministries, and to make
recommendations to General Convention.

(14) A Standing Commission on Lifelong Christian
Formation and Education. It shall be the duty of the
Commission to develop and recommend to the General
Convention comprehensive and coordinated policies for
children, youth, adults, and seniors for lifelong Christian
formation.

Sec. 3 (a) The right of calling special meetings of the General
Convention shall be vested in the Bishops. The Presiding Bishop
shall issue the summons for such meetings, designating the time and
place thereof, with the consent, or on the requisition, of a majority
of the Bishops, expressed to the Presiding Bishop in writing.

(b) The Deputies elected to the preceding General Convention
shall be the Deputies at such special meetings of the General
Convention, except in those cases in which other Deputies shall
have been chosen in the meantime by any of the Diocesan
Conventions, and then such other Deputies shall represent in the
special meeting of the General Convention the Church of the
Diocese in which they have been chosen.

(c) Any vacancy in the representation of any Diocese caused by
the death, absence, or inability of any Deputy, shall be supplied
either temporarily or permanently in such manner as shall be
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prescribed by the Diocese, or, in the absence of any such provision,
by appointment by the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese.
During such periods as shall be stated in the certificate issued to
such person by the appointing power, the Provisional Deputy so
appointed shall possess and shall be entitled to exercise the power
and authority of the Deputy in place of whom he or she shall have
been designated.
Sec. 4 (a) All jurisdictions of this Church entitled by the
Constitution or Canons to choose Deputies to the General
Convention shall be required to do so not later than twelve months
preceding the opening date of the General Convention for which
they are chosen. Deputies of jurisdictions failing so to elect may not
be seated unless permitted by ruling of the Presiding Officer.

(b) It shall be the duty of each seated Deputy to communicate to
the electing jurisdiction the actions taken and the positions
established by the General Convention.

(c) It shall be the responsibility of each Diocese to provide a
forum in which the Deputies to the General Convention from that
jurisdiction have opportunity to report.
Sec. 5 (a) The House of Deputies, upon the nomination of the
House of Bishops, shall elect a Presbyter, to be known as the
Registrar of the General Convention, whose duty it shall be to
receive all Journals, files, papers, reports, and other documents or
articles that are, or shall become, the property of either House of the
General Convention, and to transmit the same to the Archives of
the Church as prescribed by the Archivist.

(b) It shall also be the duty of the said Registrar to maintain
suitable records of the ordinations and consecrations of all the
Bishops of this Church, designating accurately the time and place of
the same, with the names of the consecrating Bishops, and of others
present and assisting; to have the same authenticated in the fullest
manner practicable; and to take care for the similar record and
authentication of all future ordinations and consecrations of Bishops
in this Church. Due notice of the time and place of such ordinations
and consecrations shall be given by the Presiding Bishop to the
Registrar; and thereupon it shall be the duty of the Registrar to
attend such ordinations and consecrations, either in person or by
deputy.

(c) The Registrar shall prepare, in such form as the House of
Bishops shall prescribe, the Letters of Ordination and Consecration
in duplicate, shall have the same immediately signed and sealed by
the ordaining and consecrating Bishops, and by such other Bishops
assisting as may be practicable, shall deliver to the newly consecrated
Bishop one of the said Letters, shall carefully file and retain the
other, and shall make a minute thereof in the official records.

(d) The Registrar shall also be Historiographer, unless in any case
the House of Bishops shall make a separate nomination; and in this
event the House of Deputies shall confirm the nomination.
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(e) The necessary expenses incurred under this Section shall be
paid by the Treasurer of the General Convention.

(f) It shall be the duty of the secretaries of both Houses to deliver
to the Registrar the minutes of both Houses, together with the
Journals, files, papers, reports, electronic records, and all other
records of either House in a manner prescribed by the Archivist.
The minutes of both Houses shall remain filed until after the
adjournment of the first General Convention following that at
which such minutes shall have been taken; Provided, however, that any
part of such minutes, for any reason unpublished in the Journal,
shall remain filed in the Archives. The Secretary of the House of
Deputies shall also deliver to the Registrar, as prescribed by the
Archivist, when not otherwise expressly directed, all the Journals,
files, papers, reports, and other published, unpublished or electronic
documents specified in Canon I.6. The Secretaries shall require the
Registrar to give them receipts for the Journals and other records.
The Registrar shall transmit the records of the secretaries of both
Houses to the Archivist of the Church.

(g) In the case of a vacancy in the office of Registrar, the
Presiding Bishop shall appoint a Registrar, who shall hold office
until the next General Convention.
Sec. 6 (a) The House of Deputies, upon nomination of the House
of Bishops, shall elect a Recorder (who may be a natural person or
an incorporated organization of this Church), whose duty is/shall be
to continue the List of Ordinations and to keep a list of the Clergy
in regular standing.

(b) It shall be the duty of the Bishop, or, if there be no Bishop, of
the President of the Standing Committee of every jurisdiction to
forward to the Recorder on or before the first day of March in each
and every year a report certifying the following information as of the
thirty-first day of December in the preceding year: (1) the names of
the Clergy canonically resident therein with their several charges; (2)
the names of the Clergy licensed by the Bishop to officiate, but not
yet transferred; (3) the names of all persons connected with the
jurisdiction who have been ordered Deacons or Priests during the
preceding twelve months, with the date and place of ordination and
the name of the Bishop ordaining; (4) the names of the Clergy of the
jurisdiction who have died during the preceding twelve months, with
the date and place of death; (5) the names of the Clergy who have
been received during the preceding twelve months, with the date of
their reception and the name of the jurisdiction from which
received, and, in the case of Clergy not received from a jurisdiction
of this Church, the date and place of ordination and the name of the
Bishop ordaining; (6) the names of the Clergy who have been
transferred during the preceding twelve months, with the dates of
the Letters Dimissory and of their acceptance, and the name of the
jurisdiction to which transferred; (7) the names of the Clergy who
have been suspended during the preceding twelve months, with the
date and ground of suspension; (8) the names of the Clergy who
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have been removed or deposed during the preceding twelve months,
with the date, place, and ground of removal or deposition; (9) the
names of the Clergy who have been restored during the preceding
twelve months, with the date; (10) the names of Deaconesses
canonically resident therein.

(c) It shall be the duty of the Recorder to furnish, upon proper
authority and at the expense of the applicant, such information as
may be in the possession of the Recorder, based upon the reports
required under Clause (b) hereof.

(d) The Recorder shall prepare and present to each session of the
General Convention a list of all Clergy ordained, received,
suspended, removed, deposed, or restored, and of all Bishops
consecrated, and of all Bishops and other Clergy who have died;
such list to cover the period from the last preceding similar report of
the Recorder through the thirty-first day of December immediately
preceding each session of the General Convention.

(e) The necessary expenses incurred under this Section by the
Recorder shall be paid by the Treasurer of the General Convention.

(f) In case of a vacancy in the office of Recorder, the Presiding
Bishop shall appoint a Recorder, who shall hold office until the next
General Convention.
Sec. 7 (a) At every regular meeting of the General Convention a
Treasurer (who may also be Treasurer of the Domestic & Foreign
Missionary Society and the Executive Council) shall be elected by
concurrent action of the two Houses, and shall remain in office until
a successor shall be elected. It shall be the Treasurer's duty to receive
and disburse all moneys collected under the authority of the
Convention, and of which the collection and disbursement shall not
otherwise be prescribed; and, with the advice and approval of the
Presiding Bishop and the Treasurer of the Executive Council, to
invest, from time to time, such surplus funds as may be on hand.
The Treasurer's account shall be rendered to the Convention at each
regular meeting, and shall be audited at the direction of a committee
acting under its authority.

(b) In case of a vacancy, by death, resignation, or otherwise, in the
office of Treasurer of the General Convention, the Presiding Bishop
and the President of the House of Deputies shall appoint a
Treasurer, who shall hold office until a successor is elected. In case
of temporary inability of the Treasurer to act, from illness or other
cause, the same officials shall appoint an Acting Treasurer who shall
perform all duties of the Treasurer until the Treasurer is able to
resume them.
Sec. 8. The General Convention shall adopt, at each regular
meeting, a budget to provide for the contingent expenses of the
General Convention, the stipend of the Presiding Bishop together
with the necessary expenses of that office, the necessary expenses of
the President of the House of Deputies including the staff and
Advisory Council required to assist in the performance of the duties
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and matters related to the President's office, and the applicable
Church Pension Fund assessments. To defray the expense of this
budget, an assessment shall be levied upon the Dioceses of the
Church in accordance with a formula which the Convention shall
adopt as part of this Expense Budget. It shall be the duty of each
Diocesan Convention to forward to the Treasurer of the General
Convention annually, on the first Monday of January, the amount of
the assessment levied upon that Diocese.
Sec. 9. The Treasurer of the General Convention shall have
authority to borrow, in behalf and in the name of the General
Convention, such a sum as may be judged by the Treasurer to be
necessary to help defray the expenses of the General Convention,
with the approval of the Presiding Bishop and the Executive
Council.
Sec. 10. The Treasurer shall give a bond conditioned on the faithful
performance of assigned duties. The amount thereof and the terms
on which the same shall be given shall be subject to the approval of
the Presiding Bishop, the expense of such bond to be paid by the
General Convention.
Sec. 11. The Treasurer shall submit to the General Convention at
each regular meeting thereof a detailed budget in which the
Treasurer proposes to request appropriations for the ensuing
budgetary period and shall have power to expend all sums of money
covered by this budget, subject to such provisions of the Canons as
shall be applicable.
Sec. 12. The Treasurer may appoint, subject to the approval of the
Presiding Bishop, an Assistant Treasurer, who shall hold office
during the pleasure of the Treasurer and shall perform such duties as
shall be assigned by the Treasurer. The Assistant Treasurer shall give
bond conditioned on the faithful performance of assigned duties.
The amount thereof and the terms on which the same shall be given
shall be subject to the approval of the Presiding Bishop, the expense
of such bond to be paid by the General Convention.
Sec. 13. There shall be an Executive Office of the General
Convention, to be headed by a General Convention Executive
Officer to be appointed jointly by the Presiding Bishop and the
President of the House of Deputies. The Executive Office of the
General Convention shall include the functions of the Secretary and
the Treasurer of the General Convention and those of the Manager
of the General Convention and, if the several positions are filled by
different persons, such officers shall serve under the general
supervision of the General Convention Executive Officer, who shall
also coordinate the work of the Committees, Commissions, Boards
and Agencies funded by the General Convention Expense Budget.
Sec. 14 (a) At each meeting of the General Convention the Joint
Standing Committee on Planning and Arrangements shall submit to
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the General Convention its recommendations for sites for the
meeting of the General Convention to be held as the third
succeeding General Convention following the General Convention
at which the report is made. In making such recommendations, the
Committee shall certify to the Convention the willingness of the
Dioceses within which recommended sites are located to have the
General Convention meet within their jurisdictions.

(b) From the sites recommended by the Joint Committee, the
General Convention shall approve no fewer than three nor more
than five sites as possible for such meeting of the General
Convention.

(c) From the sites approved by the General Convention, the Joint
Committee, with the advice and consent of a majority vote of the
following: The Presidents and the Vice-Presidents of both Houses
of Convention, the Presidents of the Provinces and the Executive
Council, shall determine the site for such General Convention and
proceed to make all reasonable and necessary arrangements and
commitments for that meeting of the General Convention. The site
and date thus selected shall be deemed to have been appointed by
the General Convention, as provided in the Constitution.

(d) Upon the final selection of and the arrangements for the site
for that General Convention, the Joint Committee shall advise the
Secretary of the General Convention, who shall communicate the
determination to the Dioceses.

(e) Within such guidelines as may have been established by the
General Convention regarding the date and length of future General
Conventions, and pursuant to the reasonable and necessary
arrangements and commitments with the Dioceses and operators of
facilities within the Diocese in which the next General Convention
will be held, the Joint Committee shall fix the date and the length of
the next succeeding Convention, report the same to the Secretary of
the General Convention and include the same in its report to the
Convention. In the event of a change of circumstances indicating
the necessity or advisability of changing the date or length previously
fixed, the Joint Committee shall investigate and make
recommendations to the Presiding Bishop and the President of the
House of Deputies, who, with the advice and consent of the
Executive Council, may fix a different date or length or both.

CANON 2: Of the Presiding Bishop
Sec. 1 (a) At each General Convention the House of Deputies shall
elect one Clerical and one Lay Deputy from each Province as
members of the Joint Nominating Committee for the Election of
the Presiding Bishop. A Deputy from a particular Province may be
nominated only by another Deputy from the same Province, but the
election of each member of the Committee shall be by the entire
membership of the House of Deputies, with a majority of those
voting necessary for election. Prior to the election, the Clerical and
Lay Deputies from each Province shall hold a caucus, at which two
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Clerical Deputies and two Lay Deputies as nominees shall be
selected by the caucus, and these shall be the only nominees upon
which the House of Deputies shall vote in electing the members of
the Joint Nominating Committee. The President of the House of
Deputies, after consultation with representatives of youth, shall
appoint two persons, age 16-21, as members of the Joint
Nominating Committee for the Election of the Presiding Bishop.

(b) At each General Convention the House of Bishops shall elect
one Bishop from each Province as a member of the Joint
Nominating Committee for the Election of the Presiding Bishop. A
Bishop from a particular Province may be nominated only by
another Bishop from the same Province, but the election of each
member of the Committee shall be by the entire membership of the
House of Bishops, with a majority of those voting necessary for
election. Prior to the election, the Bishops from each Province shall
hold a caucus, at which two Bishops as nominees shall be selected
by the caucus, and these shall be the only nominees upon which the
House of Bishops shall vote in electing the members of the Joint
Nominating Committee.

(c) In the event vacancies shall occur in the Joint Nominating
Committee after the election of its members due to death, disability,
resignation, or other cause within one year of the next General
Convention, the vacancies shall not be filled and the remaining
members shall constitute the Joint Nominating Committee. In the
event such vacancies shall occur more than one year prior to the
next General Convention, the Presiding Officer of the House of
Bishops shall appoint Bishops and the President of the House of
Deputies shall appoint Clerical and Lay Deputies, in all cases from
the same Provinces as those Bishops or Deputies whose positions
are being filled. An elected or appointed member who shall not be a
Deputy to the next General Convention shall continue as a member
of the Joint Nominating Committee until the adjournment of such
next General Convention. A member of the Committee who
transfers from one Province to another or a Lay Deputy who is
ordained Presbyter or Deacon, or a Presbyter or Deacon who is
consecrated a Bishop, shall not thereby become ineligible to
continue to serve on the Joint Nominating Committee through the
next succeeding General Convention.

(d) The Joint Nominating Committee shall remain in office until
the adjournment of the next General Convention, at which a new
Joint Nominating Committee shall be elected. Members of the
Committee are eligible for reelection.

(e) At the General Convention at which a Presiding Bishop is to
be elected, the Joint Nominating Committee shall present to the
House of Bishops and the House of Deputies in Joint Session the
names of not fewer than three members of the House of Bishops
for the consideration of the two Houses in the choice of a Presiding
Bishop. At the Joint Session to which the Joint Nominating
Committee shall report, any Bishop or Deputy may nominate any
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other member of the House of Bishops for the consideration of the
two Houses in the choice of a Presiding Bishop, and there may be
discussion of all nominees. Commencing on the day following the
Joint Session, election shall be by the House of Bishops from among
such nominees. If the House of Bishops shall find itself unable to
elect a Presiding Bishop from among such nominees, another Joint
Session shall be held, at which additional nominations may be
received, and on the following day, election shall be by the House of
Bishops from among all of the nominees. After the election by the
House of Bishops, report of the result thereof, including the number
of votes cast for each nominee on each ballot, shall be made to the
House of Deputies which shall vote to confirm or not to confirm
such choice of Presiding Bishop.

(f) In the event a vacancy in the office of Presiding Bishop shall
occur in the interim between meetings of the General Convention,
as specified in the second paragraph of Article I, Section 3 of the
Constitution, the Joint Nominating Committee, subject to the said
Article, shall submit to the Secretary of the House of Bishops the
names of not fewer than three members of the House of Bishops
for the consideration by that House in the choice of a Presiding
Bishop to fill the vacancy, and simultaneously therewith shall
transmit a copy of such report to the Secretary of the House of
Deputies for mailing to all Deputies. Such report shall also be
released to the Church and secular press. Thereafter, the House of
Bishops shall hold a special meeting for the purpose of electing a
Presiding Bishop to fill the vacancy, and, in such election, the vote
shall be upon the nominees of the Joint Nominating Committee and
any further nominations made by any voting member of the House
of Bishops. Immediately following the election by the House of
Bishops, the Secretary of the House of Bishops shall inform the
President and Secretary of each Diocesan Standing Committee,
requesting a meeting at the earliest possible date to consider
approval. Upon receipt of the approval of a majority of the Standing
Committees of the Dioceses, the Presiding Bishop Elect shall be
declared elected.
Sec. 2. The term of office of the Presiding Bishop, when elected
according to the provisions of Article I, Section 3 of the
Constitution, shall be nine years, beginning the first day of the
month of November following the close of the Convention at which
the Presiding Bishop is elected, unless attaining the age of seventy-
two years before the term shall have been completed; in that case
the Presiding Bishop shall resign the office to the General
Convention which occurs nearest to the date of attaining such age.
At that Convention a successor shall be elected, and shall assume
office on the first day of the month of November following the
close of that Convention or immediately upon the death, retirement,
or disability of the Presiding Bishop; except that when a Presiding
Bishop has been elected by the House of Bishops to fill a vacancy,
as provided for in the second paragraph of Article I, Section 3 of the
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Constitution, the Presiding Bishop so elected shall take office
immediately.
Sec. 3 (a) Upon the expiration of the term of office of the Presiding
Bishop, the Bishop who is elected successor shall tender to the
House of Bishops a resignation from the Bishop's previous
jurisdiction to take effect upon the date of assuming the office of
Presiding Bishop, or, upon good cause with the advice and consent
of the Advisory Committee established under the Rules of Order of
the House of Bishops, not later than six months thereafter.

(b) Such resignation shall be acted upon immediately by the
House of Bishops.
Sec. 4 (a) The Presiding Bishop shall be the Chief Pastor and
Primate of the Church, and shall:

(1) Be charged with responsibility for leadership in initiating
and developing the policy and strategy in the Church and
speaking for the Church as to the policies, strategies and
programs authorized by the General Convention;

(2) Speak God's words to the Church and to the world, as
the representative of this Church and its episcopate in its
corporate capacity;

(3) In the event of an Episcopal vacancy within a Diocese,
consult with the Ecclesiastical Authority to ensure that
adequate interim Episcopal Services are provided;

(4) Take order for the consecration of Bishops, when duly
elected; and, from time to time, assemble the Bishops of
this Church to meet, either as the House of Bishops or as
a Council of Bishops, and set the time and place of such
meetings;

(5) Preside over meetings of the House of Bishops; and,
when the two Houses of the General Convention meet
in Joint Session, have the right of presiding over such
Session, of calling for such Joint Session, of
recommending legislation to either House and, upon due
notification, of appearing before and addressing the
House of Deputies; and whenever addressing the
General Convention upon the state of the Church, it
shall be incumbent upon both Houses thereof to
consider and act upon any recommendations contained
in such address;

(6) Visit every Diocese of this Church for the purpose of: (i)
Holding pastoral consultations with the Bishop or
Bishops thereof and, with their advice, with the Lay and
Clerical leaders of the jurisdiction; (ii) Preaching the
Word; and (iii) Celebrating the Holy Eucharist.

(b) The Presiding Bishop shall report annually to the Church, and
may, from time to time, issue Pastoral Letters.
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(c) The Presiding Bishop shall perform such other functions as
shall be prescribed in these Canons; and, to be enabled better to
perform such duties and responsibilities, the Presiding Bishop may
appoint, to positions established by the Executive Council of
General Convention, officers, responsible to the Presiding Bishop,
who may delegate such authority as shall seem appropriate.
Sec. 5. The Presiding Bishop may appoint, as Chancellor to the
Presiding Bishop, a confirmed adult communicant of the Church in
good standing who is learned in both ecclesiastical and secular law,
to serve so long as the Presiding Bishop may desire, as counselor in
matters relating to the office and the discharge of the responsibilities
of that office.
Sec. 6. The stipends of the Presiding Bishop and such personal
assistants as may be necessary during the Presiding Bishop's term of
office for the effective performance of the duties, and the necessary
expenses of that office, shall be fixed by the General Convention
and shall be provided for in the budget to be submitted by the
Treasurer, as provided in the Canon entitled, "Of the General
Convention."
Sec. 7. In the event of the disability of the Presiding Bishop, the
Bishop who, according to the Rules of the House of Bishops,
becomes its Presiding Officer, shall be substituted for the Presiding
Bishop for all the purposes of these Canons, except the Canons
entitled, "Of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society," and
"Of the Executive Council."
Sec. 8. Upon the acceptance of the Presiding Bishop's resignation
for reasons of disability prior to the expiration of the term of office,
the Presiding Bishop may be granted, in addition to whatever
allowance may be received from The Church Pension Fund, a
disability allowance to be paid by the Treasurer of the General
Convention in an amount to be fixed by the Joint Standing
Committee on Program, Budget, and Finance, and ratified at the
next regular meeting of the General Convention.

CANON 3: Of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society
The Constitution of the said Society, which was incorporated by

an act of the Legislature of the State of New York, as from time to
time amended, is hereby amended and established so as to read as
follows: Constitution of The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America as established in
1821, and since amended at various times.
ARTICLE I This organization shall be called The Domestic and
Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church in
the United States of America, and shall be considered as
comprehending all persons who are members of the Church.
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ARTICLE II The Executive Council, as constituted by Canon, shall
be its Board of Directors, and shall adopt By-laws for its
government not inconsistent with the Constitution and Canons.
ARTICLE III The officers of the Society shall be a President, Vice
Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and such other officers as may
be appointed in accordance with the Canons or By-Laws. The
Presiding Bishop of the Church shall be the President of the Society;
one Vice President shall be the person who is the President of the
House of Deputies; and one Vice President shall be the person who
is the executive director; the Treasurer shall be the person who is the
Financial Officer of the Executive Council; and the Secretary shall
be the person who is the Secretary of the Executive Council, and
shall have such powers and perform such duties as may be assigned
by the By-Laws. The other officers of the Society shall be such as
are provided for by the By-Laws of the Society. The tenure of office,
compensation, powers, and duties of the officers of the Society shall
be such as are prescribed by the Canons and by the By-laws of the
Society not inconsistent therewith.
ARTICLE IV This Constitution of the Society may be altered or
amended at any time by the General Convention of the Church.

CANON 4: Of the Executive Council
Sec. 1 (a) There shall be an Executive Council of the General
Convention (which Council shall generally be called simply the
Executive Council) whose duty it shall be to carry out the program
and policies adopted by the General Convention. The Executive
Council shall have charge of the coordination, development, and
implementation of the ministry and mission of the Church.

(b) The Executive Council shall be accountable to the General
Convention and shall render a full published report concerning the
work with which it is charged to each meeting of the said
Convention. The report shall also include information on the
implementation of all concurred resolutions of the previous General
Convention calling for action by the Executive Council, by its
officers and staff, and by the jurisdictions of the Church.

(c) The Executive Council shall be composed (a) of twenty
members elected by the General Convention, of whom four shall be
Bishops, four shall be Presbyters or Deacons, and twelve shall be
Lay Persons who are confirmed adult communicants in good
standing (two Bishops, two Presbyters or Deacons, and six Lay
Persons to be elected by each subsequent regular meeting of the
General Convention); (b) of eighteen members elected by the
Provincial Synods; (c) of the following ex officiis members: the
Presiding Bishop and the President of the House of Deputies; and
(d) the Vice-President, the Secretary, and the Treasurer of the
Executive Council, who shall have seat and voice but no vote. Each
Province shall be entitled to be represented by one Bishop or
Presbyter or Deacon canonically resident in a Diocese which is a
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constituent member of the Province and by one Lay Person who is a
confirmed adult communicant in good standing of a Diocese which
is a constituent member of the Province, and the terms of the
representatives of each Province shall be so rotated that two persons
shall not be simultaneously elected for equal terms.
Sec. 2 (a) Of the members to be elected by the General
Convention, the Bishops shall be elected by the House of Bishops
subject to confirmation by the House of Deputies, and the
Presbyters or Deacons and Lay Persons shall be elected by the
House of Deputies subject to confirmation by the House of
Bishops.

(b) Except in the case of members initially elected for shorter
terms in order to achieve rotation of terms, the terms of office of
the members of the Council (other than ex officiis members) shall be
equal to twice the interval between regular meetings of the General
Convention. The terms of office of all members shall commence
immediately upon the adjournment of the General Convention at
which they were elected or, in the case of election by a Synod, upon
the adjournment of the first regular meeting of General Convention
following such election. The term of a member shall become vacant
in the event of two absences from meetings of the Council in the
interval between successive regular meetings of the General
Convention unless excused by the Chair for good cause. Members
shall remain in office until their successors are elected and qualified.
No person who has served at least three consecutive years on the
Executive Council shall be eligible for immediate re-election for a
term of more than three years. After any person shall have served six
consecutive years on the Executive Council, a period of three years
shall elapse before such person shall be eligible for re-election to the
Council.

(c) Should any vacancy occur in the Council through the death or
resignation of a member elected by the General Convention or
through the change in status of any such member by consecration or
ordination, the Council shall fill such vacancy by the election of a
suitable person to serve until a successor is elected by the General
Convention. The General Convention shall elect a suitable person to
serve the portion of any term which will remain unexpired.

(d) Should any vacancy occur in the Council through the failure of
any Provincial Synod to elect a member, or through the death,
resignation, or removal from the Province of any such member, the
President and Provincial Council of the Province shall appoint a
suitable person, canonically resident in such Province, to serve until
the Provincial Synod shall by election fill the vacancy.

(e) The Council shall exercise the powers conferred upon it by
Canon, and such further powers as may be designated by the
General Convention, and between sessions of the General
Convention may initiate and develop such new work as it may deem
necessary. It may, subject to the provision of this Canon, enact By-
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laws for its own government and the government of its several
departments.

(f) In its capacity as the Board of Directors of The Domestic and
Foreign Missionary Society, the Council shall have the power to
direct the disposition of the moneys and other property of said
Society in accordance with the provisions of this Canon and the
orders and budgets adopted or approved by the General
Convention.

(g) The Council shall elect the Church's members of the Anglican
Consultative Council (ACC) and of other Anglican and ecumenical
bodies for which no other procedure is provided. Members of the
ACC representing The Episcopal Church shall report to each
General Convention using the schedule and format required for
Standing Commissions in Canon I.1.2 (j) and (k), and shall provide
comprehensive written or oral reports to Executive Council at
Council's next meeting following each meeting of the ACC.
Sec. 3 (a) The Presiding Bishop shall be ex officio the Chair and
President. However, at the first meeting of the Executive Council
following the adjournment of any General Convention at which a
Presiding Bishop is elected if it occurs before the commencement of
the term of the newly elected Presiding Bishop, the Presiding
Bishop-elect shall be ex officio the Chair and President. The Chair and
President shall be the chief executive officer of the Executive
Council and as such the Chair and President shall have ultimate
responsibility for the oversight of the work of the Executive Council
in the implementation of the ministry and mission of the Church as
may be committed to the Executive Council by the General
Convention.

(b) The President of the House of Deputies shall be ex officio Vice
Chair.

(c) The Secretary of the General Convention shall be the
Secretary of the Executive Council ex officio.

(d) The Presiding Bishop shall appoint, with the advice and
consent of a majority of the Executive Council, an executive
director, who shall be an adult confirmed communicant in good
standing or a member of the clergy of this Church in good standing
who shall be the chief operating officer and who shall serve at the
pleasure of the Presiding Bishop and be accountable to the Presiding
Bishop. If a vacancy should occur in the office of the executive
director, a successor shall be appointed in like manner.

(e) Upon joint nomination of the Chair and Vice Chair, the
Executive Council shall appoint a Financial Officer of the Executive
Council, who may, but need not, be the same person as the
Treasurer of the General Convention and who shall report and be
accountable to the Chair of Executive Council and shall serve at the
pleasure of the Chair of the Executive Council. If a vacancy should
occur in that office, a successor shall be appointed in like manner.

(f) The Chair shall preside at meetings of the Council, shall
perform such other duties as are customary for such office and shall
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perform such other duties as may be conferred by Canon and the
By-laws of the Council. In the absence or at the request of the Chair,
the Vice-Chair shall preside at meetings of the Council and shall
perform such other duties as may be conferred by Canon and by the
By-laws of the Council.

(g) Upon joint nomination of the Chair and Vice Chair, the
Executive Council shall elect a Joint Audit Committee of the
Council and the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. The
Committee shall be composed of 6 members, one of whom shall be
a member of the Executive Council's Committee on Administration
& Finance, one from the membership of the Joint Standing
Committee on Program, Budget and Finance, and the remaining
four shall be members of the Church-at-large, having experience in
general business practices. The members shall serve for a term of
three years beginning on January 1 following a regular meeting of
the General Convention or immediately following their
appointment, whichever comes later, and continue until a successor
is appointed, and may serve two consecutive terms, after which a full
triennium must elapse before being eligible for re-election. The
Chair and Vice-Chair of Council shall designate the Chair of the
Committee from among its members. The Audit Committee shall
regularly review the financial statements relating to all funds under
the management or control of the Council and the Society and shall
report thereon at least annually to the Council and the Society.

Upon recommendation of the Audit Committee, the Executive
Council shall employ on behalf of the Council and the Society an
independent Certified Public Accountant firm to audit annually all
accounts under the management or control of the Council and
Society. After receipt of the annual audit, the Audit Committee shall
recommend to the Council and Society what action to take as to any
matters identified in the annual audit and accompanying
management letter. The operations of the Audit Committee shall be
set out in an Audit Committee Charter. The Audit Committee shall
review, at least annually, the Committee's Charter and recommend
any changes to the Executive Council for approval.

(h) The Executive Council shall establish by its By-laws such
Standing Committees of the Executive Council, consisting of its
own members, as shall be deemed appropriate and necessary by the
Executive Council for the discharge of its duties, the members of
which are to be nominated jointly by the Chair and Vice-Chair and
appointed by the Council. The Council may also establish by its By-
laws such other Committees, which may include or consist of non-
members, to be nominated jointly by the Chair and Vice-Chair and
appointed by the Council, as may be necessary to fulfill its fiduciary
responsibility to The Episcopal Church.

(i) The additional officers, agents and employees of the Council
shall be such and shall perform such duties as the Council, upon the
recommendation and under the authority and direction of the Chair
and President, may from time to time designate.
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Sec. 4 (a) The Council shall meet at such place, and at such stated
times, at least three times each year, as it shall appoint and at such
other times as it may be convened. The Council shall be convened at
the request of the President, or on the written request of any nine
members thereof.

(b) A majority of the elected members of the Council shall be
necessary to constitute a quorum at any meeting of the Council. No
action shall be taken in the name of the Council except when a
quorum, so defined, is present and voting.
Sec. 5. With the exception of the salary of the President, the salaries
of all officers of the Council and of all agents and employees of the
Council shall be fixed by the Council and paid by the Treasurer.
Sec. 6 (a) The Executive Council shall submit to the General
Convention at each regular session thereof the Budget for the
Episcopal Church for the ensuing budgetary period, which
budgetary period shall be equal to the interval between regular
meetings of the General Convention.

(b) The budget proposed for adoption by General Convention
shall include a Canonical and corporate portion which shall provide
for the contingent expenses of the General Convention, the stipend
of the Presiding Bishop together with the necessary expenses of that
office, the necessary expenses of the President of the House of
Deputies, including the staff and Advisory Council required to assist
in the performance of the duties and matters related to the
President's office, and the applicable Church Pension Fund
assessments, and also the corporate requirements for the
administrative support of the Domestic & Foreign Missionary
Society offices.

(c) The budget proposed for adoption by the General Convention
shall include provision for support for the Program of the Episcopal
Church. The program so submitted shall include a detailed budget of
that part of the program for which it proposes to make
appropriations for the ensuing year, and estimated budgets for the
succeeding portion of the budgetary period.

(d) Revenue to support the Budget for the Episcopal Church shall
be generated primarily by a single asking of the Dioceses of the
church based on a formula which the General Convention shall
adopt as part of its Program, Budget and Finance process. If in any
year the total anticipated income for budget support is less than the
amount required to support the budget approved by the General
Convention, the canonical portion of the Budget for the Episcopal
Church shall have funding priority over any other budget areas
subject to any decreases necessary to maintain a balanced budget.

(e) After the preparation of the budget the Executive Council
shall, at least four months before the sessions of the General
Convention, transmit to the Bishop of each Diocese and to the
President of each Province a statement of the existing and the
proposed askings necessary to support the Budget for the Episcopal
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Church. The Executive Council shall also submit to the General
Convention, with the budget, a plan for the askings of the respective
Dioceses of the sum needed to execute the budget.

(f) There shall be joint sessions of the two Houses for the
presentation of the Budget for the Episcopal Church; and thereafter
consideration shall be given and appropriate action taken thereon by
the General Convention. The Council shall have the power to
expend all sums of money covered by the budget and estimated
budgets approved by the Convention, subject to such restrictions as
may be imposed by the General Convention, including but not
limited to the priority declaration set forth in Section 6(d) of this
Canon. It shall also have power to undertake such other work
provided for in the budget approved by the General Convention, or
other work under the jurisdiction of the Council, the need for which
may have arisen after the action of the General Convention, as in
the judgment of the Council its income will warrant.

(g) Upon the adoption by the General Convention of a Budget
for the Episcopal Church and the planned askings for the budgetary
period, the Council shall formally advise each Diocese of its share of
the total askings to support the Budget for the Episcopal Church.

(h) Each Diocese shall thereupon notify each Parish and Mission
of the amount of the askings of such Diocese. Each Diocese shall
present to each Parish and Mission a total objective which shall
include both its share of the proposed Diocesan Budget and its
share of the asking of the Diocese by the Executive Council in
accordance with the plan adopted by the General Convention.

(i) Each diocese shall annually report to the Executive Council
such financial information as may be required in a form authorized
by Executive Council.

(j) Each Diocese shall report annually to the Executive Council
the name and address of each new congregation, and of each
congregation closed or removed by reason of any of the following:

(1) dissolution of the congregation;
(2) removal of the congregation to another Diocese due to

cession or retrocession of geographic territory in which
the congregation is located, pursuant to Articles V.6 or
VI.2 of the Constitution;

(3) removal of the congregation to a new physical location
or address, identifying both the location or address from
which the congregation has removed, and the successor
location or address; and

(4) merger of the congregation into one or more other
congregations, in which case the Diocese shall include in
its report the names of all congregations involved in the
merger, and the physical location and address at which
the merged congregations shall be located.

Sec. 7 (a) Every Missionary Bishop or, in case of a vacancy, the
Bishop in charge of the jurisdiction, receiving aid from the Council,
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shall report at the close of each fiscal year to the Council, giving
account of work performed, of money received from all sources and
disbursed for all purposes, and of the state of the Church in the
jurisdiction at the date of such report, all in such form as the
Council may prescribe.

(b) Every Bishop of a Diocese receiving aid from the Council
shall report at the close of each fiscal year to the Council, giving
account of the work in the Diocese supported in whole or in part by
the Council.
Sec. 8. The Council, as soon as practicable after the close of each
fiscal year, shall make and publish a full report of its work to the
Church. Such report shall contain an itemized statement of all
receipts and disbursements and a statement of all trust funds and
other property of The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society,
and of all other trust funds and property in its possession or under
its control. The Council shall make a like report, including a detailed
schedule of the salaries paid to all officers, agents, and principal
employees, to each General Convention.
Sec. 9 (a) Ordained Ministers and Lay Communicants of this
Church, or of some Church in communion with this Church, in
good standing, who qualify in accordance with the standards and
procedures adopted from time to time by the Executive Council,
shall be eligible for appointment as Missionaries of this Church.

(b) Members in good standing of Churches not in communion
with this Church, but otherwise qualified as above, may, at the
request of the Ecclesiastical Authority of the jurisdiction in which
the requirement exists, be employed and assigned to positions for
which they are professionally prepared; and may receive the same
stipends and other allowances as appointed Missionaries. The
Ecclesiastical Authority of a jurisdiction may employ any qualified
person for work in the jurisdiction.

CANON 5: Of the Archives of the Episcopal Church
Sec. 1. There shall be an Archives of the Episcopal Church, the
purpose of which shall be to preserve by safekeeping, to arrange and
to make available the records of the General Convention, Executive
Council, and the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, and
other important records and memorabilia of the life and work of the
Church, and to carry out a program of records management, so as to
further the historical dimension of the mission of the Church.
Sec. 2. For purposes of this Canon, records are defined as all fixed
evidential information regardless of method, media, format or
characteristics of the recording process, which have been created,
received or gathered by the Church, its officers, agents or employees
in pursuance of the legal, business and administrative function and
the programmatic mission of the Church. Records include all
original materials used to capture information, notwithstanding the
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place or conditions of creation, or the formality or informality of the
characteristics of the record. The records and archives of the Church
are not limited by the medium in which they are kept and include
such formats as paper records, electronic records, printed records
and publications, photo-reproduced images, and machine-readable
tapes, film and disks.
Sec. 3 (a) There shall be a Board of the Archives which shall consist
of the Archivist (ex officio, with vote) and twelve (12) appointed
persons, three (3) of whom shall be Bishops, three (3) of whom shall
be Clergy, and six (6) of whom shall be Lay Persons. All appointed
Members of the Board shall serve terms beginning with the close of
the General Convention at which their appointments are confirmed
and ending with the close of the second regular Convention
thereafter.

(b) Members shall serve rotating terms for the purpose of
continuity on the Board. In the first instance following the adoption
of these provisions, one of the Bishops and one half of the Clerical
and Lay Appointees shall have terms expiring after the next regular
meeting of the General Convention as determined by lot.

(c) Bishops shall be appointed by the Presiding Bishop, and other
Clerical and all Lay Members shall be appointed by the President of
the House of Deputies, all subject to the confirmation of General
Convention. Consideration shall be given to assure that membership
includes persons who possess knowledge either of history or
archival administration, or are persons skilled in disciplines pertinent
to the resolutions of the concerns of the Archives. Positions of
Members of the Board which become vacant prior to the normal
expiration of such Members' terms shall be filled by appointment by
the Presiding Bishop or by the President of the House of Deputies,
as appropriate. Such appointments shall be for the remaining
unexpired portion of such Members' terms, and if a regular meeting
of the General Convention intervenes, appointments for terms
extending beyond such meeting shall be subject to confirmation of
the General Convention. Because of the special skills and knowledge
needed by this Board, a Member shall be eligible for appointment
for two successive terms, after which the Member may not be
reappointed prior to the next meeting of the General Convention
following the meeting at the close of which the second successive
term of the Member expired. Members appointed to fill vacancies in
unexpired terms shall not thereby be disqualified from appointment
to two full terms immediately thereafter.

(d) The Board of the Archives shall have the duty to set policy for
the Archives, to elect the Archivist of the Episcopal Church, and to
set forth the terms and conditions with regard to the work of the
Archivist.

(e) The Board of the Archives shall meet annually, or more often
as required.
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(f) The Board of the Archives shall elect its own officers and have
the power to create committees necessary for the carrying on of its
work.

(g) The Board of the Archives shall adopt procedures consistent
with the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church for its
organization and functioning.

(h) The Board of the Archives shall report to the General
Convention, and the Executive Council, through the office of the
Executive Officer of the General Convention, and to the Church.
Sec. 4. There shall be an Archivist of the Episcopal Church whose
duty shall be to manage the Archives, records, and related
information resources of the Church at the direction of the Board.
Sec. 5. The expenses of the Archives of the Episcopal Church shall
be shared by the General Convention and the Executive Council.

CANON 6: Of the Mode of Securing an Accurate View of the
State of This Church
Sec. 1. A report of every Parish and other Congregation of this
Church shall be prepared annually for the year ending December 31
preceding, in the form authorized by the Executive Council and
approved by the Committee on the State of the Church, and shall be
filed not later than March 1 with the Bishop of the Diocese, or,
where there is no Bishop, with the ecclesiastical authority of the
Diocese. The Bishop or the ecclesiastical authority, as the case may
be, shall keep a copy and submit the report to the Executive Council
not later than May 1. In every Parish and other Congregation the
preparation and filing of this report shall be the joint duty of the
Rector or Member of the Clergy in charge thereof and the lay
leadership; and before the filing thereof the report shall be approved
by the Vestry or bishop's committee or mission council. This report
shall include the following information:

(1) the number of baptisms, confirmations, marriages, and
burials during the year; the total number of baptized
members, the total number of communicants in good
standing, and the total number of communicants in good
standing under 16 years of age.

(2) a summary of all the receipts and expenditures, from
whatever source derived and for whatever purpose used.

(3) such other relevant information as is needed to secure an
accurate view of the state of this Church, as required by
the approved form.

Sec. 2. Every Bishop, Presbyter, or Deacon whose report is not
included in a parochial report shall also report on the exercise of
such office, and if there has been none, the causes or reasons which
have prevented the same.
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Sec. 3. These reports, or such parts of them as the Bishop may
deem proper, shall be entered in the Journal of the convention.
Sec. 4. Likewise, a report of every Diocese shall be prepared
annually for the year ending December 31st preceding, in the form
authorized by the Executive Council and approved by the
Committee on the State of the Church, and shall be filed, not later
than September 1, with the Executive Council. It shall include
information concerning implementation by the Diocese of
resolutions of the previous General Convention which have been
specifically identified by the Secretary of General Convention under
Joint Rule 13 as calling for Diocesan action.
Sec. 5 (a) It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Convention of
every jurisdiction to forward to the Secretary of the House of
Deputies, immediately upon publication, two copies of the Journals
of the Convention of the jurisdiction, together with episcopal
charges, statements, and such other records in paper or electronic
format as may show the state of the Church in that jurisdiction, and
two copies to the Archives of the Church in a common format as
prescribed by the Archivist of the Church.

(b) A Committee of the House of Deputies shall be appointed
following the close of each General Convention, to serve ad interim,
and to prepare and present to the next meeting of the House of
Deputies a report on the State of the Church; which report, when
agreed to by the said House, shall be sent to the House of Bishops.

CANON 7: Of Business Methods in Church Affairs
Sec. 1. In every Province, Diocese, Parish, Mission and Institution
connected with this Church, the following standard business
methods shall be observed:

(a) All accounts of Provinces shall be audited annually by an
independent certified public accountant, or independent licensed
accountant, or such audit committee as shall be authorized by the
Provincial Council. The Audit Report shall be filed with the
Provincial Council not later than September 1 of each year, covering
the preceding calendar year.

(b) Funds held in trust, endowment and other permanent funds,
and securities represented by physical evidence of ownership or
indebtedness, shall be deposited with a National or State Bank, or a
Diocesan Corporation, or with some other agency approved in
writing by the Finance Committee or the Department of Finance of
the Diocese, under a deed of trust, agency or other depository
agreement providing for at least two signatures on any order of
withdrawal of such funds or securities. But this paragraph shall not
apply to funds and securities refused by the depositories named as
being too small for acceptance. Such small funds and securities shall
be under the care of the persons or corporations properly
responsible for them. This paragraph shall not be deemed to
prohibit investments in securities issued in book entry form or other
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manner that dispenses with the delivery of a certificate evidencing
the ownership of the securities or the indebtedness of the issuer.

(c) Records shall be made and kept of all trust and permanent
funds showing at least the following:

(1) Source and date.
(2) Terms governing the use of principal and income.
(3) To whom and how often reports of condition are to be

made.
(4) How the funds are invested.

(d) Treasurers and custodians, other than banking institutions,
shall be adequately bonded; except treasurers of funds that do not
exceed five hundred dollars at any one time during the fiscal year.

(e) Books of account shall be so kept as to provide the basis for
satisfactory accounting.

(f) All accounts of the Diocese shall be audited annually by an
independent Certified Public Accountant. All accounts of Parishes,
Missions or other institutions shall be audited annually by an
independent Certified Public Accountant, or independent Licensed
Public Accountant, or such audit committee as shall be authorized
by the Finance Committee, Department of Finance, or other
appropriate diocesan authority.

(g) All reports of such audits, including any memorandum issued
by the auditors or audit committee regarding internal controls or
other accounting matters, together with a summary of action taken
or proposed to be taken to correct deficiencies or implement
recommendations contained in any such memorandum, shall be filed
with the Bishop or Ecclesiastical Authority not later than 30 days
following the date of such report, and in no event, not later than
September 1 of each year, covering the financial reports of the
previous calendar year.

(h) All buildings and their contents shall be kept adequately
insured.

(i) The Finance Committee or Department of Finance of the
Diocese may require copies of any or all accounts described in this
Section to be filed with it and shall report annually to the
Convention of the Diocese upon its administration of this Canon.

(j) The fiscal year shall begin January 1.
Sec. 2. The several Dioceses shall give effect to the foregoing
standard business methods by the enactment of Canons appropriate
thereto, which Canons shall invariably provide for a Finance
Committee, a Department of Finance of the Diocese, or other
appropriate diocesan body with such authority.
Sec. 3. No Vestry, Trustee, or other Body, authorized by Civil or
Canon law to hold, manage, or administer real property for any
Parish, Mission, Congregation, or Institution, shall encumber or
alienate the same or any part thereof without the written consent of
the Bishop and Standing Committee of the Diocese of which the
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Parish, Mission, Congregation, or Institution is a part, except under
such regulations as may be prescribed by Canon of the Diocese.
Sec. 4. All real and personal property held by or for the benefit of
any Parish, Mission or Congregation is held in trust for this Church
and the Diocese thereof in which such Parish, Mission or
Congregation is located. The existence of this trust, however, shall in
no way limit the power and authority of the Parish, Mission or
Congregation otherwise existing over such property so long as the
particular Parish, Mission or Congregation remains a part of, and
subject to, this Church and its Constitution and Canons.
Sec. 5. The several Dioceses may, at their election, further confirm
the trust declared under the foregoing Section 4 by appropriate
action, but no such action shall be necessary for the existence and
validity of the trust.

CANON 8: Of The Church Pension Fund
Sec. 1. The Church Pension Fund, a corporation created by Chapter
97 of the Laws of 1914 of the State of New York as subsequently
amended, is hereby authorized to establish and administer the clergy
pension system, including life, accident and health benefits, of this
Church, substantially in accordance with the principles adopted by
the General Convention of 1913 and approved thereafter by the
several Dioceses, with the view to providing pensions and related
benefits for the Clergy who reach normal age of retirement, for the
Clergy disabled by age or infirmity, and for the surviving spouses
and minor children of deceased Clergy. The Church Pension Fund is
also authorized to establish and administer the lay employee pension
system and denominational health plan of the Church, substantially
in accordance with the principles adopted by the General
Convention of 2009 in Resolution 2009-A177, with the view to
providing pensions, health care and related benefits for the eligible
Clergy and eligible lay employees of this Church, as well as their
eligible beneficiaries and dependents.
Sec. 2. The General Convention at each regular meeting shall elect,
on the nomination of a Joint Committee thereof, twelve persons to
serve as Trustees of The Church Pension Fund for a term of six
years and until their successors shall have been elected and have
qualified, and shall also fill such vacancies as may exist on the Board
of Trustees. Effective January 1, 1989, any person who has been
elected as a Trustee by General Convention for twelve or more
consecutive years shall not be eligible for reelection until the next
regular General Convention following the one in which that person
was not eligible for reelection to the Board of Trustees. Any vacancy
which occurs at a time when the General Convention is not in
session may be filled by the Board of Trustees by appointment, ad
interim, of a Trustee who shall serve until the next session of the
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General Convention thereafter shall have elected a Trustee to serve
for the remainder of the unexpired term pertaining to such vacancy.
Sec. 3. For the purpose of administering the pension system, The
Church Pension Fund shall be entitled to receive and to use all net
royalties from publications authorized by the General Convention,
and to levy upon and to collect from all Parishes, Missions, and
other ecclesiastical organizations or bodies subject to the authority
of this Church, and any other societies, organizations, or bodies in
the Church which under the regulations of The Church Pension
Fund shall elect to come into the pension system, assessments based
upon the salaries and other compensation paid to Clergy by such
Parishes, Missions, and other ecclesiastical organizations or bodies
for services rendered currently or in the past, prior to their
becoming beneficiaries of the Fund. For the purpose of
administering the lay employee pension system and denominational
health plan, The Church Pension Fund shall be entitled to collect
from all Parishes, Missions, and other ecclesiastical organizations or
bodies subject to the authority of this Church, and any other
societies, organizations, or bodies in the Church which under the
regulations of The Church Pension Fund shall elect to come into the
lay employee pension system, assessments and/or contributions
based upon the salaries and other compensation paid to eligible lay
employees by such Parishes, Missions, and other ecclesiastical
organizations or bodies, determine the eligibility of all Clergy and lay
employees to participate in the denominational health plan through a
formal benefits enrollment process, and The Church Pension Fund
shall be entitled to levy upon and collect contributions for health
care and related benefits under the denominational health plan from
all Parishes, Missions, and other ecclesiastical organizations or
bodies subject to the authority of this Church with respect to their
Clergy and lay employees.
Sec. 4. The pension system shall be so administered that no pension
shall be allotted before there shall be in the hands of The Church
Pension Fund sufficient funds to meet such pension, except as
directed by the General Convention in 1967.
Sec. 5. To every Member of the Clergy who shall have been
ordained in this Church or received into this Church from another
Church, and who shall have remained in service in the office and
work of the Ministry in this Church for a period of at least twenty-
five years, and in respect of whom the conditions of this Canon shall
have been fulfilled in the payment of assessments on such
reasonable basis as The Church Pension Fund may establish under
its Rules of Administration, The Church Pension Fund shall provide
a minimum retiring allowance the amount of which shall be
determined by the Trustees of the Fund, and shall also provide
surviving spouses' and minor children's allowances related thereto.
In the case of a Member of the Clergy in whose behalf assessments
shall not have been fully paid for a period of at least twenty-five
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years, The Church Pension Fund shall be empowered to recompute
the aforesaid minimum retiring allowance and the other allowances
related thereto at a rate or rates consistent with the proper actuarial
practice. The Trustees of The Church Pension Fund are hereby
empowered to establish such Rules and Regulations as will fulfill the
intention of this Canon and are consistent with sound actuarial
practice. Subject to the provisions of this Canon, the general
principle shall be observed that there shall be an actuarial relation
between the several benefits; Provided, however, that the Board of
Trustees shall have power to establish such maximum of annuities
greater than two thousand dollars as shall be in the best interest of
the Church, within the limits of sound actuarial practice.
Sec. 6. An Initial Reserve Fund, derived from voluntary gifts, shall
be administered by The Church Pension Fund so as to assure to
clergy ordained prior to March 1, 1917, and their families, such
addition to the support to which they may become entitled on the
basis of assessments authorized by this Canon as may bring their
several allowances up to the scale herein established.
Sec. 7. The action of the Trustees of the General Clergy Relief
Fund, in accepting the provisions of Chapter 239 of the Laws of
1915 of the State of New York authorizing a merger with The
Church Pension Fund, upon terms agreed upon between said two
Funds, is hereby approved. Any corporation, society, or other
organization, which hitherto has administered clergy relief funds,
may to such extent as may be compatible with its corporate powers
and its existing obligations, and in so far as may be sanctioned in the
case of diocesan societies by the respective Dioceses, merge with
The Church Pension Fund, or if merger be impracticable, may
establish by agreement with The Church Pension Fund the closest
practicable system of co-operation with that fund. Nothing herein
contained shall be construed to the prejudice of existing
corporations or societies whose funds are derived from payments
made by members thereof.
Sec. 8. Women ordained to the Diaconate prior to January 1, 1971,
who are not employed in active service on January 1, 1977, shall
continue to have the benefit of their present provisions for pension
protection at the expense of their employers, through the Pension
Plan for Deaconesses provided by the Church Life Insurance
Corporation, or through some other pension plan providing
equivalent or better guarantees of a dependable retirement income,
approved by proper authority. Women ordained to the Diaconate
prior to January 1, 1971, and who are employed in active service on
or after January 1, 1977, shall be entitled to the same provisions for
pension protection as other Deacons based on prospective service
on or after January 1, 1977. Women ordained to the Diaconate on or
after January 1, 1971, shall be entitled to the same pension
protection as other Deacons.
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Sec. 9. The General Convention reserves the power to alter or
amend this Canon, but no such alteration or amendment shall be
made until after the same shall have been communicated to the
Trustees of The Church Pension Fund and such Trustees shall have
had ample opportunity to be heard with respect thereto.

CANON 9: Of Provinces
Sec. 1. Subject to the proviso in Article VII of the Constitution, the
Dioceses of this Church shall be and are hereby united into
Provinces as follows:
The First Province shall consist of the Dioceses within the States of

Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island,
and Connecticut.

The Second Province shall consist of the Dioceses within the States
of New York and New Jersey, the Dioceses of Haiti and the
Virgin Islands, and the Convocation of American Churches in
Europe.

The Third Province shall consist of the Dioceses within the States of
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, and
the District of Columbia.

The Fourth Province shall consist of the Dioceses within the States
of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama,
Mississippi, Tennessee, Kentucky, and Louisiana, except for the
portion thereof consisting of the Diocese of Western Louisiana.

The Fifth Province shall consist of the Diocese of Missouri, and of
the Dioceses within the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,
Michigan, and Wisconsin.

The Sixth Province shall consist of the Dioceses within the States of
Minnesota, Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska,
Montana, Wyoming, and Colorado.

The Seventh Province shall consist of the Dioceses of Western
Louisiana and of West Missouri, and of the Dioceses within the
States of Arkansas, Texas, Kansas, Oklahoma, and New Mexico.

The Eighth Province shall consist of the Dioceses within the States
of Idaho, Utah, Washington, Oregon, Nevada, California,
Arizona, Alaska, and Hawaii, the Diocese of Taiwan and the Area
Mission of Navajoland.

The Ninth Province shall consist of the Dioceses of this Church in
Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Honduras, Puerto
Rico, and Venezuela.

Sec. 2 (a) When a new Diocese or Area Mission shall be created
wholly within any Province, such new Diocese or Area Mission shall
be included in such Province. In case a new Diocese or Area
Mission shall embrace territory in two or more Provinces, it shall be
included in and form part of the Province wherein the greater
number of Presbyters and Deacons in such new Diocese or Area
Mission shall, at the time of its creation, be canonically resident.
Whenever a new Diocese or Area Mission shall be formed of
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territory not before included in any Province, the General
Convention shall designate the Province to which it shall be
annexed.

(b) By mutual agreement between the Synods of two adjoining
Provinces, a Diocese or Area Mission may transfer itself from one of
such Provinces to the other, such transfer to be considered complete
upon approval thereof by the General Convention. Following such
approval, Canon I.9.1 shall be appropriately amended.
Sec. 3. For the purpose of the Province the Synodical rights and
privileges of the several Dioceses within the Province shall be such
as from time to time shall be determined by the Synod of the
Province.
Sec. 4. There shall be in each Province a Synod consisting of a
House of Bishops and a House of Deputies, which Houses shall sit
and deliberate either separately or together. The Synod shall meet on
a regular basis as determined by each Province for the purpose of
organizing and carrying out the responsibilities of the Province as
provided in the Canons.
Sec. 5. Every Bishop Diocesan of this Church, having jurisdiction
within the Province, every Bishop Coadjutor, Bishop Suffragan, and
Assistant Bishop, and every Bishop whose episcopal work has been
within the Province, but who by reason of advanced age or bodily
infirmity has resigned, shall have a seat and vote in the House of
Bishops of the Province.
Sec. 6 (a) The President of each Province may be one of the
Bishops, Presbyters, Deacons, or Lay Persons of the Province,
elected by the Synod. The method of election and term of office
shall be determined by the rules of the Synod.

(b) When the person elected is not a Bishop, a Vice-President
shall be elected who shall be a Bishop member of the Province. In
this event the Bishop so elected shall serve, ex officio, as President of
the House of Bishops of the Synod, and shall represent the Province
in all matters requiring the participation of a Bishop.
Sec. 7. Each Diocese and Area Mission within the Province shall be
entitled to representation in the Provincial House of Deputies by
Presbyters or Deacons canonically resident in the Diocese or Area
Mission, and Lay Persons, confirmed adult communicants of this
Church in good standing but not necessarily domiciled in the
Diocese or Area Mission, in such number as the Provincial Synod,
by Ordinance, may provide. Each Diocese and Area Mission shall
determine the manner in which its Deputies shall be chosen.
Sec. 8. The Provincial Synod shall have power: (a) to enact
Ordinances for its own regulation and government; (b) to elect
judges of the Provincial Court of Review; (c) to perform such duties
as many be committed to it by the General Convention; (d) to deal
with all matters within the Province; Provided, however, that no
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Provincial Synod shall have power to regulate or control the internal
policy or affairs of any constituent Diocese; and Provided, further, that
all actions and proceedings of the Synod shall be subject to and in
conformity with the provisions of the Constitution and the Canons
for the government of this Church; (e) to adopt a budget for the
maintenance of any Provincial work undertaken by the Synod, such
budget to be raised in such manner as the Synod may determine; (f)
to create by Ordinance a provincial Council with power to
administer and carry on such work as may be committed to it by the
General Convention, or by the Presiding Bishop and the Executive
Council, or by the Synod of the Province.
Sec. 9. The Synod of a Province may take over from the Executive
Council, with its consent, and during its pleasure, the administration
of any given work within the Province. If the Province shall provide
the funds for such work, the constituent Dioceses then members of,
and supporting, such Province shall receive proportional credit
therefor upon the quotas assigned to them for the support of the
Program of the Church, provided that the total amount of such
credits shall not exceed the sum appropriated in the budget of the
Executive Council for the maintenance of the work so taken over.
Sec. 10. Within sixty days after each session of the General
Convention, the Presidents of the two Houses thereof shall refer to
the Provincial Synods, or any of them, such subjects as the General
Convention may direct, or as they may deem advisable, for
consideration thereof by the Synods, and it shall be the duty of such
Synods to consider the subject or subjects so referred to them at the
first meeting of the Synod held after the adjournment of the General
Convention, and to report their action and judgment in the matter to
the Secretary of the House of Bishops and to the Secretary of the
House of Deputies at least six months before the date of the
meeting of the next General Convention.
Sec. 11. Each Provincial Synod shall keep minutes, journals or other
records of its meetings, and shall transmit one copy of the records to
the Secretary of the House of Deputies, and one copy to the
Archives of The Episcopal Church. The Synod shall also transmit
copies of any unpublished inactive records to the Archives.

CANON 10: Of New Dioceses
Sec. 1. Whenever a new Diocese shall be formed within the limits of
any Diocese, or by the junction of two or more Dioceses, or parts of
Dioceses, and such action shall have been ratified by the General
Convention, the Bishop of the Diocese within the limits of which a
Diocese is formed, or in case of the junction of two or more
Dioceses, or parts of Dioceses, the senior Bishop by consecration,
shall thereupon call the Primary Convention of the new Diocese, for
the purpose of enabling it to organize, and shall fix the time and
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place of holding the same, such place being within the territorial
limits of the new Diocese.
Sec. 2. In case there should be no Bishop who can call such Primary
Convention, pursuant to the foregoing provision, then the duty of
calling such Convention for the purpose of organizing and of fixing
the time and place of its meeting, shall be vested in the Standing
Committee of the Diocese within the limits of which the new one is
erected, or in the Standing Committee of the oldest of the Dioceses
by the junction of which, or of parts of which, the new Diocese may
be formed. And such Standing Committee shall make the call
immediately after ratification of the General Convention.
Sec. 3. Whenever one Diocese is about to be divided into two
Dioceses, the Convention of such Diocese shall declare which
portion thereof is to be in the new Diocese, and shall make the same
known to the General Convention before the ratification of such
division.
Sec. 4. Whenever a new Diocese shall have organized in Primary
Convention in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution
and Canons in such case made and provided, and in the manner
prescribed in the previous Sections of this Canon, and shall have
chosen a name and acceded to the Constitution of the General
Convention in accordance with Article V, Section 1 of the
Constitution, and shall have laid before the Executive Council
certified copies of the Constitution adopted at its Primary
Convention, and the proceedings preparatory to the formation of
the proposed new Diocese, such new Diocese shall thereupon be
admitted into union with the General Convention.
Sec. 5. In the event of the erection of an Area Mission into a
Diocese of this Church, as provided in Article V, Sec. 1, the
Convocation of the said Area Mission shall be entitled to elect
Deputies to the succeeding General Convention, and also to elect a
Bishop. The jurisdiction previously assigned to the Bishop in the
Area Mission shall be terminated upon the admission of the new
Diocese.
Sec. 6 (a) When a Diocese, and another Diocese which has been
formed either by division therefrom or by erection into a Diocese or
a Missionary Diocese formed by division therefrom, shall desire to
be reunited into one Diocese, the proposed reunion must be
initiated by a mutual agreement between the Conventions of the two
Dioceses, consented to by the Ecclesiastical Authority of each
Diocese. If the said agreement is made and the consents given more
than three months before the next meeting of the General
Convention, the fact of the agreement and consents shall be certified
by the Ecclesiastical Authority and the Secretary of the Convention
of each Diocese to all the Bishops of the Church having jurisdiction
and to the Standing Committees of all the Dioceses; and when the
consents of a majority of such Bishops and of a majority of the
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Standing Committees to the proposed reunion shall have been
received, the facts shall be similarly certified to the Secretary of the
House of Deputies of the General Convention, and thereupon the
reunion shall be considered complete. But if the agreement is made
and the consents given within three months of the next meeting of
the General Convention, the facts shall be certified instead to the
Secretary of the House of Deputies, who shall lay them before the
two Houses; and the reunion shall be deemed to be complete when
it shall have been sanctioned by a majority vote in the House of
Bishops, and in the House of Deputies voting by orders.

(b) The Bishop of the parent Diocese shall be the Bishop, and the
Bishop of the junior Diocese shall be the Bishop Coadjutor, of the
reunited Diocese; but if there be a vacancy in the Episcopate of
either Diocese, the Bishop of the other Diocese shall be the Bishop,
and the Bishop Coadjutor if there be one shall be the Bishop
Coadjutor, of the reunited Diocese.

(c) When the reunion of the two Dioceses shall have been
completed, the facts shall be certified to the Presiding Bishop and to
the Secretary of the House of Deputies. Thereupon the Presiding
Bishop shall notify the Secretary of the House of Bishops of any
alteration in the status or style of the Bishop or Bishops concerned,
and the Secretary of the House of Deputies shall strike the name of
the junior Diocese from the roll of Dioceses in union with the
General Convention.

CANON 11: Of Missionary Jurisdictions
Sec. 1. Area Missions established in accordance with Article VI, Sec.
1 and Missionary Dioceses organized in accordance with Article VI,
Sec. 3 shall constitute jurisdictions for which this Church as a whole
assumes a special responsibility.
Sec. 2 (a) The House of Bishops may establish a Mission in any
Area not included within the boundaries of a Diocese of this
Church, or of a Church in communion with this Church, under such
conditions and agreements, not inconsistent with the Constitution
and Canons of this Church, as shall be approved by the House of
Bishops from time to time.

(b) Such Area Mission may be undertaken under the sole auspices
of this Church, or it may be undertaken jointly with another
Christian body or bodies, on such terms as shall not compromise the
doctrines of the Christian faith as this Church has received the same.

(c) For every such Area Mission, a Bishop of this Church, or of a
Church in communion with this Church, shall be assigned by the
House of Bishops to give episcopal oversight. The person so
assigned, if a Bishop of this Church, shall, for the duration of such
assignment, exercise jurisdiction as a Missionary Bishop under these
Canons, so far as they are applicable to the Area Mission; and should
occasion arise for the function of a Standing Committee or a
Commission on Ministry, the Bishop shall appoint a board or boards
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of Clergy and Lay Persons resident in the area, to fulfill such
functions as may be required.

(d) Except as may be expressly provided otherwise in the
agreements referred to in paragraph (a) of this Section, the Bishop
having jurisdiction in an Area Mission may authorize the use of such
forms of worship as the Bishop may judge appropriate to the
circumstances.

(e) An Area Mission may be terminated by the House of Bishops
as a mission of this Church; or it may be transferred by them to
become a mission of another Church, or to become a constituent
part of an autonomous Province in communion with this Church; or
it may organize itself as an extra-provincial Diocese.

(f) An Area Mission which shall have been undertaken under the
sole auspices of this Church, with a Bishop of this Church assigned
to give episcopal oversight, shall be entitled to representation in the
Provincial House of Bishops and the Provincial House of Deputies
in the Province of which it is a part.

(g) In the event of a vacancy in the office of Bishop assigned
jurisdiction in an Area Mission, the charge thereof shall devolve
upon the Presiding Bishop, with the power of appointing some
other Bishop as his substitute in such charge, until the vacancy is
filled by the House of Bishops.
Sec. 3 (a) An Area not previously organized as a Diocese, and not
under the permanent jurisdiction of a Bishop in communion with
this Church, may, upon application for admission, in accordance
with the procedures of Article V, Section 1, be admitted as a
Diocese, and may be accepted as a Missionary Diocese within the
meaning of Sec. 1 of this Canon. Such Missionary Diocese, and
every present Missionary Diocese organized by the House of
Bishops under previously existing Canons and admitted into union
with the General Convention, shall be governed by a Constitution
and Canons, adopted by the Convention of the said Diocese, which
acknowledge the authority of the Constitution and Canons of the
General Convention, and incorporate the provisions set forth in the
subsequent paragraphs of this section.

(b) In the event a Missionary Diocese beyond the territory of the
United States of America is incapable of functioning as a jurisdiction
in union with the Episcopal Church, and the Bishop, or if there be
none the Ecclesiastical Authority, of such Diocese, after
consultation with appropriate diocesan authorities and the Presiding
Bishop agree that continuation in union with this Church is no
longer feasible, the Presiding Bishop is authorized, after consultation
with the appropriate authorities in the Anglican Communion, to take
such action as needed for such Diocese to become a constituent part
of another Province or Regional Council in communion with this
Church.

(c) In every Missionary Diocese there shall be an annual
Convention, composed of the Bishop or Bishops, the other Clergy
of the Diocese, and Lay Delegates from the organized
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Congregations. Such Convention shall elect a Standing Committee,
in accordance with the diocesan Canons, which shall have the
powers and duties set forth for Standing Committees in Canon I.12
and in other Canons of the General Convention. It shall also elect
Clerical and Lay Deputies and alternate Deputies to the General
Convention, in accordance with its diocesan Canons, and the
provisions of Article I.4 of the Constitution. If the Missionary
Diocese is a member of a Province of this Church, it shall also
provide for Clerical and Lay Deputies and alternate Deputies to the
Synod, in accordance with the diocesan Canons and the provisions
of the Ordinances of the Province.

(d) The Convention of a Missionary Diocese shall also adopt an
annual budget and program for the Diocese, and provide for the
means of its administration throughout the year; and shall make
provision for the review and approval of requests for grants in aid
from the Executive Council or other sources of funds, both toward
current operations and for capital needs.

(e) The election of the Bishop of a Missionary Diocese, in the
event of a vacancy, or, when canonical consent is given, the election
of a person to be Bishop Coadjutor or Bishop Suffragan, shall be
made by a Diocesan Convention in accordance with its own Canons,
and the provisions of Canon III.11 of the General Convention.

(f) At the request of the Convention of a Missionary Diocese,
supported by the presentation of relevant facts and a reasonable
plan, the General Convention may by joint Resolution (1) permit the
Diocese seeking autonomy to unite with another Province, or
Regional Council having metropolitical authority, of the Anglican
Communion, or (2) permit the Diocese seeking autonomy but not
planning to unite with another Province or Regional Council, to
unite with no less than three (3) other viable Dioceses at the same
time which are geographically contiguous, or so located
geographically as to be considered of the same region, for the
purpose of establishing a new Province, or new Regional Council
having metropolitical authority, of the Anglican Communion.

(g) At the request of the Convention of a Missionary Diocese,
accompanied by the Bishop's written resignation of permanent
jurisdiction therein, the General Convention may alter the status of a
Missionary Diocese to that of an Area Mission, under such terms
and conditions as may be stipulated by the House of Bishops in
accordance with Canon I.11.2(a); and in such case, its right to
representation by Deputies in the General Convention shall cease.
Sec. 4. Notice shall be sent to all Archbishops and Metropolitans,
and all Presiding Bishops, of Churches in communion with this
Church, of the establishment of any Area Mission, or of the
organization or change of status of any Missionary Diocese outside
the United States; and of the consecration, or assignment, of a
Missionary Bishop therefor.

It is hereby declared as the judgment of this Church that no two
Bishops of Churches in communion with each other should exercise
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jurisdiction in the same place; except as may be defined by a
concordat adopted jointly by the competent authority of each of the
said Churches, after consultation with the appropriate inter-Anglican
body.

CANON 12: Of Standing Committees
Sec. 1. In every Diocese the Standing Committee shall elect from
their own body a President and a Secretary. They may meet in
conformity with their own rules from time to time, and shall keep a
record of their proceedings; and they may be summoned to a special
meeting whenever the President may deem it necessary. They may
be summoned on the requisition of the Bishop, whenever the
Bishop shall desire their advice; and they may meet of their own
accord and agreeably to their own rules when they may be disposed
to advise the Bishop.
Sec. 2. In all cases in which a Canon of the General Convention
directs a duty to be performed, or a power to be exercised, by a
Standing Committee, or by the Clerical members thereof, or by any
other body consisting of several members, a majority of said
members, the whole having been duly cited to meet, shall be a
quorum; and a majority of the quorum so convened shall be
competent to act, unless the contrary is expressly required by the
Canon.
Sec. 3. Any document required to be signed by members of the
Standing Committee or by the Clerical members thereof, or by any
other body consisting of several members may be signed in
counterparts each of which shall be deemed an original.

CANON 13: Of Parishes and Congregations
Sec. 1. Every Congregation of this Church shall belong to the
Church in the Diocese in which its place of worship is situated; a
Member of the Clergy serving a Cure having Congregations in more
than one jurisdiction shall have such rights, including vote, in the
Convention of the jurisdiction in which the Member of the Clergy
has canonical residence as may be provided in the Canons of that
diocese and may be granted seat and voice in the jurisdiction(s) in
which the Member of the Clergy does not have canonical residence.
Sec. 2 (a) The ascertainment and defining of the boundaries of
existing Parishes or Parochial Cures, as well as the establishment of a
new Parish or Congregation, and the formation of a new Parish
within the limits of any other Parish, is left to the action of the
several Diocesan Conventions.

(b) Until a Canon or other regulation of a Diocesan Convention
shall have been adopted, the formation of new Parishes, or the
establishment of new Parishes or Congregations within the limits of
existing Parishes, shall be vested in the Bishop of the Diocese, acting
by and with the advice and consent of the Standing Committee
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thereof, and, in case of there being no Bishop, of the Ecclesiastical
Authority.
Sec. 3 (a) Where Parish boundaries are not defined by law, or
settled by Diocesan Authority under Section 2 of this Canon, or are
not otherwise settled, they shall be defined by the civil divisions of
the State as follows:

Parochial boundaries shall be the limits as fixed by law, of a
village, town, township, incorporated borough, city, or of some
division of any such civil district, which may be recognized by the
Bishop, acting with the advice and consent of the Standing
Committee, as constituting the boundaries of a Parish.
(b) If there be but one Church or Congregation within the limits

of such village, town, township, borough, city, or such division of a
civil district, as herein provided, the same shall be deemed the
Parochial Cure of the Member of the Clergy having charge thereof.
If there be two or more Churches or Congregations therein, it shall
be deemed the Cure of the Members of the Clergy thereof.

(c) This Canon shall not affect the legal rights of property of any
Parish or Congregation.

CANON 14: Of Parish Vestries
Sec. 1. In every Parish of this Church the number, mode of
selection, and term of office of Wardens and Members of the
Vestry, with the qualifications of voters, shall be such as the State or
Diocesan law may permit or require, and the Wardens and Members
of the Vestry selected under such law shall hold office until their
successors are selected and have qualified.
Sec. 2. Except as provided by the law of the State or of the Diocese,
the Vestry shall be agents and legal representatives of the Parish in
all matters concerning its corporate property and the relations of the
Parish to its Clergy.
Sec. 3. Unless it conflicts with the law as aforesaid, the Rector, or
such other member of the Vestry designated by the Rector, shall
preside in all the meetings of the Vestry.

CANON 15: Of Congregations in Foreign Lands
Sec. 1. It shall be lawful, under the conditions hereinafter stated, to
organize a Congregation in any foreign land and not within the
jurisdiction of any Missionary Bishop of this Church nor within any
Diocese, Province, or Regional Church of the Anglican
Communion.
Sec. 2. The Bishop in charge of such Congregations, and the
Council of Advice hereinafter provided for, may authorize any
Presbyter of this Church to officiate temporarily at any place to be
named by them within any such foreign land, upon being satisfied

CANONS I.13.3-I.15.2 TITLE I

 
52

Boundaries of
Parish when
not defined by
law.

Parochial Cure.

Not to affect
legal rights.

Regulations left
to State or
Diocesan law.

As agents and
legal representa-
tives.

Rector to
preside.

Congregations
in foreign lands.

Who may
officiate
temporarily.



that it is expedient to establish at such place a Congregation of this
Church.
Sec. 3. Such Presbyter, after having publicly officiated at such place
on four consecutive Sundays, may give notice, in the time of Divine
Service, that a meeting of the persons of full age and attending the
services, will be held, at a time and place to be named by the
Presbyter in charge, to organize the Congregation. The said meeting
may proceed to effect an organization subject to the approval of the
said Bishop and Council of Advice and in conformity to such
regulations as the said Council of Advice may provide.
Sec. 4. Before being taken under the direction of the General
Convention of this Church, such Congregation shall be required, in
its Constitution, or Plan, or Articles of Organization, to recognize
and accede to the Constitution, Canons, Doctrine, Discipline, and
Worship of this Church, and to agree to submit to and obey such
directions as may be, from time to time, received from the Bishop in
charge and Council of Advice.
Sec. 5. The desire of such Congregation to be taken under the
direction of the General Convention shall be duly certified by the
Member of the Clergy, one Warden, and two Vestry members or
Trustees of said Congregation, duly elected.
Sec. 6. Such certificate, and the Constitution, Plan, or Articles of
Organization, shall be submitted to the General Convention, if it be
in session, or to the Presiding Bishop at any other time; and in case
the same are found satisfactory, the Secretary of the House of
Deputies of the General Convention, under written instruction from
the Presiding Bishop, shall thereupon place the name of the
Congregation on the list of Congregations in foreign lands under the
direction of the General Convention; and a certificate of the said
official action shall be forwarded to and filed by the Registrar of this
Church. Such Congregations are placed under the government and
jurisdiction of the Presiding Bishop.
Sec. 7. The Presiding Bishop may, from time to time, by written
commission under the episcopal signature and seal, assign to a
Bishop or Bishops of this Church, or of a Church in communion
with this Church, the care of, and responsibility for, one or more of
such Congregations and the Clergy officiating therein, for such
period of time as the Presiding Bishop may deem expedient; Provided,
that, should such term expire in a year during which a General
Convention is to be held, prior to said Convention, the commission
may be extended until the adjournment of the Convention.
Sec. 8. Nothing in this Canon is to be construed as preventing the
election of a Bishop to have charge of such Congregations under the
provision of Canon III.12.1-4.
Sec. 9. To aid the Presiding Bishop or the Bishop in charge of these
foreign Churches in administering the affairs of the same, and in
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settling such questions as may, by means of their peculiar situation,
arise, a Council of Advice, consisting of four Clergy and four Lay
Persons, shall be constituted as follows, and shall act as a Council of
Advice to the Bishop in charge of the foreign Churches. They shall
be chosen to serve for two years and until their successors are
elected and have accepted election, by a Convocation duly
convened, of all the Clergy of the foreign Churches or Chapels, and
of two Lay representatives of each Church or Chapel, chosen by its
Vestry or Committee. The Council of Advice shall be convened on
the requisition of the Bishop whenever the Bishop may desire their
advice, and they may meet of their own accord and agreeably to their
own rules when they may wish to advise the Bishop. When a
meeting is not practicable, the Bishop may ascertain their mind by
letter.

It shall be lawful for the Presiding Bishop at any time to authorize
by writing under the episcopal hand and seal the Council of Advice
to act as the Ecclesiastical Authority.
Sec. 10. In case a Member of the Clergy in charge of a Congregation
in a foreign land shall be accused of any offense under the Canons
of this Church, it shall be the duty of the Bishop in charge of such
Congregations to summon the Council of Advice, and cause an
inquiry to be instituted as to the truth of such accusation; and should
there be reasonable grounds for believing the same to be true, the
said Bishop and the Council of Advice shall appoint a Commission,
consisting of three Clergy and two Lay Persons, whose duty it shall
be to meet in the place where the accused resides, and to obtain all
the evidence in the case from the parties interested; they shall give to
the accused all rights under the Canons of this Church which can be
exercised in a foreign land. The judgment of the said Commission,
solemnly made, shall then be sent to the Bishop in charge, and to
the Presiding Bishop, and, if approved by them, shall be carried into
effect; Provided, that no such Commission shall recommend any
other discipline than admonition or removal of the Member of the
Clergy from charge of said Congregation.

Should the result of the inquiry of the aforesaid Commission
reveal evidence tending, in their judgment, to show that said
Member of the Clergy deserves a more severe discipline, all the
documents in the case shall be placed in the hands of the Presiding
Bishop, who may proceed against the Member of the Clergy, as far
as possible, according to the Canons of the General Convention.
Sec. 11. If there be a Congregation within the limits of any city in a
foreign land, no new Congregation shall be established in that city,
except with the consent of the Bishop in charge and the Council of
Advice.
Sec. 12. In case of a difference between the Member of the Clergy
and a Congregation in a foreign land, the Bishop in charge shall duly
examine the same, and the said Bishop shall, with the Council of
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Advice, have full power to settle and adjust such difference upon
principles recognized in the Canons of the General Convention.
Sec. 13. No Member of the Clergy shall be allowed to take charge of
a Congregation in a foreign land, organized under this Canon, until
nominated by the Vestry thereof, or, if there be no Vestry, by the
Council of Advice, and approved by the Bishop in charge; and once
having accepted such appointment, the Member of the Clergy shall
be transferred to the jurisdiction of the Presiding Bishop.

CANON 16: Of Clergy and Congregations Seeking Affiliation
with This Church
Sec. 1. Whenever a Congregation of Christian people, holding the
Christian faith as set forth in the Catholic creeds and recognizing the
Scriptures as containing all things necessary to salvation, but using a
rite other than that set forth by this Church, shall desire affiliation
with this Church, while retaining the use of its own rite, such
congregation shall, with the consent of the Bishop in whose Diocese
it is situate, make application through the Bishop to the Presiding
Bishop for status.
Sec. 2. Any person who has not received episcopal ordination, and
desires to serve such a Congregation as a Member of the Clergy,
shall conform to the provisions of Canon III.10.4.
Sec. 3. A Member of the Clergy of such Congregation who shall
have been ordained by a Bishop not in communion with this
Church, but the regularity of whose ordination is approved by the
Presiding Bishop, shall be admitted in the appropriate Order under
the provision of Canon III.10.3.
Sec. 4. Clergy and delegates of such Congregations may have seats
but no vote in the Diocesan Convention unless by formal action of
such Convention they are so admitted.
Sec. 5. The oversight of Congregations so admitted shall rest with
the Bishop of the Diocese unless the Bishop delegates this authority
to another Bishop who may be commissioned by the Presiding
Bishop to have oversight of such Congregations.

CANON 17: Of Regulations Respecting the Laity
Sec. 1 (a) All persons who have received the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism with water in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit, whether in this Church or in another Christian
Church, and whose Baptisms have been duly recorded in this
Church, are members thereof.

(b) Members sixteen years of age and over are to be considered
adult members.

(c) It is expected that all adult members of this Church, after
appropriate instruction, will have made a mature public affirmation
of their faith and commitment to the responsibilities of their
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Baptism and will have been confirmed or received by the laying on
of hands by a Bishop of this Church or by a Bishop of a Church in
communion with this Church. Those who have previously made a
mature public commitment in another Church may be received by
the laying on of hands by a Bishop of this Church, rather than
confirmed.

(d) Any person who is baptized in this Church as an adult and
receives the laying on of hands by the Bishop at Baptism is to be
considered, for the purpose of this and all other Canons, as both
baptized and confirmed; also,

Any person who is baptized in this Church as an adult and at
some time after the Baptism receives the laying on of hands by the
Bishop in Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows is to be considered, for
the purpose of this and all other Canons, as both baptized and
confirmed; also,

Any baptized person who received the laying on of hands at
Confirmation (by any Bishop in apostolic succession) and is received
into the Episcopal Church by a Bishop of this Church is to be
considered, for the purpose of this and all other Canons, as both
baptized and confirmed; and also,

Any baptized person who received the laying on of hands by a
Bishop of this Church at Confirmation or Reception is to be
considered, for the purpose of this and all other Canons, as both
baptized and confirmed.
Sec. 2 (a) All members of this Church who have received Holy
Communion in this Church at least three times during the preceding
year are to be considered communicants of this Church.

(b) For the purposes of statistical consistency throughout the
Church, communicants sixteen years of age and over are to be
considered adult communicants.
Sec. 3. All communicants of this Church who for the previous year
have been faithful in corporate worship, unless for good cause
prevented, and have been faithful in working, praying, and giving for
the spread of the Kingdom of God, are to be considered
communicants in good standing.
Sec. 4 (a) A member of this Church removing from the
congregation in which that person's membership is recorded shall
procure a certificate of membership indicating that that person is
recorded as a member (or adult member) of this Church and
whether or not such a member:

(1) is a communicant;
(2) is recorded as being in good standing;
(3) has been confirmed or received by a Bishop of this

Church or a Bishop in communion with this Church.
Upon acknowledgment that a member who has received such a
certificate has been enrolled in another congregation of this or
another Church, the Member of the Clergy in charge or Warden
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issuing the certificate shall remove the name of the person from the
parish register.

(b) The Member of the Clergy in charge or Warden of the
congregation to which such certificate is surrendered shall record in
the parish register the information contained on the presented
certificate of membership, and then notify the Member of the Clergy
in charge or Warden of the congregation which issued the certificate
that the person has been duly recorded as a member of the new
congregation. Whereupon the person's removal shall be noted in the
parish register of the congregation which issued the certificate.

(c) If a member of this Church, not having such a certificate,
desires to become a member of a congregation in the place to which
he or she has removed, that person shall be directed by the Member
of the Clergy in charge of the said congregation to procure a
certificate from the former congregation, although on failure to
produce such a certificate through no fault of the person applying,
appropriate entry may be made in the parish register upon the
evidence of membership status sufficient in the judgment of the
Member of the Clergy in charge or Warden.

(d) Any communicant of any Church in communion with this
Church shall be entitled to the benefit of this section so far as the
same can be made applicable.
Sec. 5. No one shall be denied rights, status or access to an equal
place in the life, worship, and governance of this Church because of
race, color, ethnic origin, national origin, marital status, sex, sexual
orientation, disabilities or age, except as otherwise specified by
Canons.
Sec. 6. A person to whom the Sacraments of the Church shall have
been refused, or who has been repelled from the Holy Communion
under the rubrics, or who has been informed of an intention to
refuse or repel him or her from the Holy Communion under the
rubrics, may appeal to the Bishop or Ecclesiastical Authority. A
Priest who refuses or repels a person from the Holy Communion, or
who communicates to a person an intent to repel that person from
the Holy Communion shall inform that person, in writing, within
fourteen days thereof of (i) the reasons therefor and (ii) his or her
right to appeal to the Bishop or Ecclesiastical Authority. No
Member of the Clergy of this Church shall be required to admit to
the Sacraments a person so refused or repelled without the written
direction of the Bishop or Ecclesiastical Authority. The Bishop or
Ecclesiastical Authority may in certain circumstances see fit to
require the person to be admitted or restored because of the
insufficiency of the cause assigned by the member of the Clergy. If it
shall appear to the Bishop or Ecclesiastical Authority that there is
sufficient cause to justify refusal of the Holy Communion, however,
appropriate steps shall be taken to institute such inquiry as may be
directed by the Canons of the Diocese; and should no such Canon
exist, the Bishop or Ecclesiastical Authority shall proceed according
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to such principles of law and equity as will ensure an impartial
investigation and judgment, which judgment shall be made in writing
within sixty days of the appeal and which shall also specify the steps
required for readmission to Holy Communion.
Sec. 7. No unbaptized person shall be eligible to receive Holy
Communion in this Church.
Sec. 8. Any person accepting any office in this Church shall well and
faithfully perform the duties of that office in accordance with the
Constitution and Canons of this Church and of the Diocese in
which the office is being exercised.

CANON 18: Of the Solemnization of Holy Matrimony
Sec. 1. Every Member of the Clergy of this Church shall conform to
the laws of the State governing the creation of the civil status of
marriage, and also to the laws of this Church governing the
solemnization of Holy Matrimony.
Sec. 2. Before solemnizing a marriage the Member of the Clergy
shall have ascertained:

(a) That both parties have the right to contract a marriage
according to the laws of the State.

(b) That both parties understand that Holy Matrimony is a
physical and spiritual union of a man and a woman, entered
into within the community of faith, by mutual consent of
heart, mind, and will, and with intent that it be lifelong.

(c) That both parties freely and knowingly consent to such
marriage, without fraud, coercion, mistake as to identity of a
partner, or mental reservation.

(d) That at least one of the parties has received Holy Baptism.
(e) That both parties have been instructed as to the nature,

meaning, and purpose of Holy Matrimony by the Member of
the Clergy, or that they have both received such instruction
from persons known by the Member of the Clergy to be
competent and responsible.

Sec. 3. No Member of the Clergy of this Church shall solemnize any
marriage unless the following procedures are complied with:

(a) The intention of the parties to contract marriage shall have
been signified to the Member of the Clergy at least thirty days
before the service of solemnization; Provided, that for weighty
cause, this requirement may be dispensed with if one of the
parties is a member of the Congregation of the Member of
the Clergy, or can furnish satisfactory evidence of
responsibility.

In case the thirty days' notice is waived, the Member of the
Clergy shall report such action in writing to the Bishop
immediately.
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(b) There shall be present at least two witnesses to the
solemnization of marriage.

(c) The Member of the Clergy shall record in the proper register
the date and place of the marriage, the names of the parties
and their parents, the age of the parties, their residences, and
their Church status; the witnesses and the Member of the
Clergy shall sign the record.

(d) The Member of the Clergy shall have required that the parties
sign the following declaration:

(e) "We, A.B. and C.D., desiring to receive the blessing of Holy
Matrimony in the Church, do solemnly declare that we hold
marriage to be a lifelong union of husband and wife as it is set
forth in the Book of Common Prayer.

(f) "We believe that the union of husband and wife, in heart,
body, and mind, is intended by God for their mutual joy; for
the help and comfort given one another in prosperity and
adversity; and, when it is God's will, for the procreation of
children and their nurture in the knowledge and love of the
Lord.

(g) "And we do engage ourselves, so far as in us lies, to make our
utmost effort to establish this relationship and to seek God's
help thereto."

Sec. 4. It shall be within the discretion of any Member of the Clergy
of this Church to decline to solemnize any marriage.

CANON 19: Of Regulations Respecting Holy Matrimony:
Concerning Preservation of Marriage, Dissolution of Marriage,
and Remarriage
Sec. 1. When marital unity is imperiled by dissension, it shall be the
duty, if possible, of either or both parties, before taking legal action,
to lay the matter before a Member of the Clergy; it shall be the duty
of such Member of the Clergy to act first to protect and promote
the physical and emotional safety of those involved and only then, if
it be possible, to labor that the parties may be reconciled.
Sec. 2 (a) Any member of this Church whose marriage has been
annulled or dissolved by a civil court may apply to the Bishop or
Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese in which such person is
legally or canonically resident for a judgment as to his or her marital
status in the eyes of the Church. Such judgment may be a
recognition of the nullity, or of the termination of the said marriage;
Provided, that no such judgment shall be construed as affecting in any
way the legitimacy of children or the civil validity of the former
relationship.

(b) Every judgment rendered under this Section shall be in writing
and shall be made a matter of permanent record in the Archives of
the Diocese.
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Sec. 3. No Member of the Clergy of this Church shall solemnize the
marriage of any person who has been the husband or wife of any
other person then living, nor shall any member of this Church enter
into a marriage when either of the contracting parties has been the
husband or the wife of any other person then living, except as
hereinafter provided:

(a) The Member of the Clergy shall be satisfied by appropriate
evidence that the prior marriage has been annulled or
dissolved by a final judgment or decree of a civil court of
competent jurisdiction.

(b) The Member of the Clergy shall have instructed the parties
that continuing concern must be shown for the well-being of
the former spouse, and of any children of the prior marriage.

(c) The Member of the Clergy shall consult with and obtain the
consent of the Bishop of the Diocese wherein the Member of
the Clergy is canonically resident or the Bishop of the Diocese
in which the Member of the Clergy is licensed to officiate
prior to, and shall report to that Bishop, the solemnization of
any marriage under this Section.

(d) If the proposed marriage is to be solemnized in a jurisdiction
other than the one in which the consent has been given, the
consent shall be affirmed by the Bishop of that jurisdiction.

Sec. 4. All provisions of Canon I.18 shall, in all cases, apply.

CANON 20: Of Churches in Full Communion
Sec. 1. The Episcopal Church, a member of the Anglican
Communion, has a relationship of full communion with those
Churches in the historic episcopal succession and with whom it has
entered into covenant agreements including:

(a) the Old Catholic Churches of the Union of Utrecht,
(b) la Iglesia Filipina Independiente/the Philippine Independent

Church, and
(c) the Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar.

Sec. 2. The Episcopal Church has a relationship of full communion
with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America under the terms
of "Called to Common Mission," which was adopted by the 73rd
General Convention of the Episcopal Church as Resolution A040.
Sec. 3. The Episcopal Church has a relationship of full communion
with the Northern and Southern Provinces of the Moravian Church
in America under the terms of the "Finding Our Delight in the
Lord: A Proposal for Full Communion Between The Episcopal
Church; the Moravian Church-Northern Province; and the Moravian
Church-Southern Province", which was adopted by the 76th
General Convention of The Episcopal Church as Resolution A073.
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