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ALL ABOUT AUSTRALIA MAGAZINE SERIES

PRICING TABLE

The All About Australia series introduces students to a uniquely  
Australian offering of topics. These titles are cross-curricular and  
come with comprehensive IWB lessons. It’s a combined use of 
traditional and new teaching resources. 

IWB lessons are fully differentiated – different learning stages are 
all able to work on the same exercise. Entire lesson units are designed 
to take advantage of the full interactivity of the IWB s. No work in 
designing and sourcing IWB lesson content – it’s all there!

Each disc follows the themes of the magazine it relates to and  
contains interactive exercises, covering literacy, numeracy and  
music activities. Great for group work.

Created by an experienced teacher, the IWB lessons are designed to 
reinforce what students read, extending comprehension and other 
skills. The use of videos, photographs, illustrations and games enhance 
student engagement. There are instructions for teachers throughout. 

All About Australia
KINDY / PREP 

– YEAR 2

INTERACTIVE WHITEBOARD  
LESSONS ON CD-ROM

SEE BACK PAGE  
FOR ORDER FORM

TITLES IN THIS SERIES  
AVAILABLE NOW: 

ALL ABOUT AUSTRALIA – AUSTRALIA 
ALL ABOUT AUSTRALIA – ANIMALS 
ALL ABOUT AUSTRALIA – REPTILES 
ALL ABOUT AUSTRALIA – SEA CREATURES 
ALL ABOUT AUSTRALIA – INSECTS 
ALL ABOUT AUSTRALIA – DINOSAURS 
ALL ABOUT AUSTRALIA – SPACE 
ALL ABOUT AUSTRALIA – ANIMAL HOMES

Dinosaurs
All About Australia

SINGLE ISSUE PACK (1 x magazine + 1 x IWB CD-ROM)	 $69.99

COMPLETE MULTI PACK, 8 ISSUES  (6 x copies of each magazine + 1 x IWB for each issue)	 $638.40

COMPLETE MEGA PACK, 8 ISSUES (30 x copies of each magazine + 1 x IWB for each issue)	 $1500.00

English Maths Science 
& Tech

HSIE / 
SOCE

Creative 
arts PDHPE

All IWB lessons 
have a site  

license offering 
excellent value!

All About Australia

Space
All About Australia

Animal Homes



EXPLORERS MAGAZINE SERIES

Explorers is a fun, modern, high-energy series designed to 
engage, excite and inspire students. Featuring Australian content, 
photographs and illustrations and an engaging mix of topics, 
Explorers is a great base for lesson planning. 

Each magazine comes with a set of IWB lessons. These lessons are 
fully differentiated to suit all levels of learning, with entire lesson 
units designed to take advantage of the full interactivity of the IWBs. 
They’re built so they can be used as an assessment tool and are a 
fun way to practise for NAPLAN.

Each disc follows the themes of the magazine and the cross- 
curricular content makes literacy, history, geography, social science, 
science and technology fun and relevant.

Created by an experienced teacher, the IWB lessons are designed to 
reinforce what students read, extending comprehension and other 
skills. There are instructions for teachers throughout.  

INTERACTIVE WHITEBOARD  
LESSONS ON CD-ROM

TITLES IN THIS SERIES  
AVAILABLE NOW: 

EXPLORERS 1 – GOTCHA!
Themes:  Life cycle of a fly, Nancy-Bird Walton, the endangered sugar 
gliders, seasons of the Jawoyn people, rainforests, technology trash, 
how quicksand works.

EXPLORERS 2  – AMAZING!
Themes: Wingsuit adventurers, Australian volcanoes, amazing 
Mongolian horse race, the endangered Tasmanian devils, life in a sea 
pool, Australia’s greenest school, serpent Dreaming, bagging plastic, 
lightning. 

EXPLORERS 3 – SHARKS!
Themes: Sharks, young adventurers, why stars twinkle, Australian 
dinosaurs, the endangered spotted quolls, the Endeavour, cultural 
tourism, water crisis, ticks.

EXPLORERS 4 – HOT!
Themes: Bush fires, Edith Cowan, the endangered flatback turtle, 
outback cattle station, billabong life, Aboriginal rock art, recycling, 
jellyfish. 

EXPLORERS 5 – CROC ALERT! 
Themes: Crocodiles: living dinosaurs, Alfred Deakin, Maria Island, 
Charles Sturt, cassowary, Murray-Darling Basin, dogs in space, 
mountain pygmy possum, eco-smart, leeches, Jessica Watson. 
 

EXPLORERS 6 – SPACE!  
Themes: Moon walking, space city, what colour is the moon, 
the fastest spacecraft in the universe, Simon Cherriman - Young 
Conservationist 2010, glaciers, Quentin Bryce, the Snowy River. 
 

EXPLORERS 7 – INVADERS!  
Themes: Cane toads, rabbit plagues, cats and foxes, invasive plants, 
young adventurers, racing billycarts, bilbies, endangered animals, 
Aboriginal hunting, what makes people sick, lorikeets.

EXPLORERS 8 – AMAZING ANTARCTICA!  
Themes: Mawson’s hut, adventures in Antarctica, plant and insect 
life in Antarctica, whales, seals, sea lions, penguins, Macquarie Island, 
penguin biologists, scientists in Antarctica, Antarctic tourism. 

SINGLE ISSUE PACK (1 x magazine + 1 x IWB CD-ROM)	 $69.99

COMPLETE MULTI PACK, 8 ISSUES  (6 x copies of each magazine + 1 x IWB for each issue)	 $638.40

COMPLETE MEGA PACK, 8 ISSUES (30 x copies of each magazine + 1 x IWB for each issue)	 $1500.00

PRICING TABLE

English Science 
& Tech

HSIE / 
SOCE

Creative 
arts

All IWB lessons 
have a site  

license offering 
excellent value!

explorers
YEARS 3–6
WITH EXTENSION EXERCISES  

TO SUIT YEARS 7–8

SEE BACK PAGE  
FOR ORDER FORM



OUR AUSTRALIA 12 BOOK SERIES

This fiction series written by renowned kid’s author Phil Kettle is a 
celebration of the nation: My Australia, Your Australia, Our Australia.

Jump aboard the campervan with Taha, an Australian boy of Greek 
heritage, and his mum. They’re off on a journey of discovery that’s 
going to lead them to some of our country’s most fascinating places 
and meet interesting locals.

Taha’s adventures make compelling reading for all young explorers 
and, while they are engrossed in the tales of Taha and his mischievous 
ways, they’ll also learn about the geography, history and culture of 
each region – a new location in every book.

FEATURES OF THE SERIES:
�Geography curriculum – matching people with places, by 
seeing how an area affects how people live and work. 

�Literacy curriculum – using different forms of language 
including narrative, factual reporting (using the Oracle Pod 
device), interviewing, email and letter writing. 

�Full colour with fun animations and photographs of each 
region and its wildlife from the extensive AUSTRALIAN 
GEOGRAPHIC library. 

�Fun fiction based on fact.

�History, geography, industry, wildlife of each region are 
featured.

�Jokes, Australian slang, a glossary and fast facts are  
included in the format to enhance the fun and boost  
the book’s educational value.

�Written from a kid’s point of view. Each book features an 
interview with a real youngster living in that location, so 
readers learn about how they live and why they love where 
they live. Kids like to hear about how other kids live.

�Author Phil Kettle writes in an engaging way that’s crafted to 
win over even the most reluctant of readers.

�These books are a celebration of Australia and the people who 
live here. The message is that wherever you or your family are 
from, we all share one thing – we’re all Australian.

�Teacher’s notes with every book in the series available at  
www.australiangeographic.com.au.

SEE BACK PAGE  
FOR ORDER FORM

English Science 
& Tech

HSIE / 
SOCE

PRICING TABLE
SINGLE ISSUE (SEE ORDER FORM)	 $12.95

COMPLETE 12 BOOK SERIES	 $100.00

YEARS 3–6
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My brilliant idea was so 
brilliant that I just had to 

tell Mum my idea straight away.
“Mum,” I said, hopping from one 

leg to the other. “I think Joel should 
come to Canberra with us!”

OA9 Canberra internals.indd   22
29/08/11   11:30 AM

23

Mum thought for a moment, 
then she asked me if I’d stop telling 
great Aussie jokes if Joel came 
along for the ride.

“Yes!” I said, as quick as a flash. 
And then Mum smiled and said that 
she thought it was a great idea too.

I ran to Joel’s house so fast that 
I’m sure I could smell the soles of 
my shoes burning!

OA9 Canberra internals.indd   23
29/08/11   11:30 AM18
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I was really excited that Mum 

and I were going on another great 

Australian adventure, but I knew 

that my best friend Joel was going 

to be disappointed 

that I was going 

away again.

And it was while 

I was thinking 

about how I could 

break the news to 

Joel that I was going 

away again, that 

I had another 

one of my many 

brilliant ideas…

Joel that I was going 

OA9 Canberra internals.indd   19
29/08/11   11:30 AM



SUPPLEMENTARY 

BEST OF AUSTRALIA DVD SERIES

AUSTRALIA FOR ADVENTURERS AND DREAMERS MAP

WORLD MAP – AUSTRALIA CENTRED MAP

AUSTRALIAN ANIMALS POSTER SERIES

AUSTRALIAN PRIME  
MINISTERS POSTER

A TO Z 
AUSTRALIAN  
ANIMALS  
POSTER

AUSTRALIAN GEOGRAPHIC JOURNAL SUBSCRIPTION 

These television documentaries 
highlight some of the most 
significant environmental and 
cultural locations around Australia. 
Great for themed lesson plans and 
visual additions to your lesson unit. 
PRICE: $5.50 EACH

This large detailed wall map carries more than 100 facts  
about Australia. Great value! 1040 x 870 mm. PRICE: $12.95

Revised and updated in 2011 this beautiful wall map is a 
must for every classroom. 1000 x 680 mm. PRICE: $12.95

Everything you ever wanted to know about 
sharks, spiders and snakes! 690 x 495 mm. 
PRICE: $5.50 EACH

This recently updated poster describes 
all prime ministers’ main achievements 
and terms in office. Portraits from the 
National Portrait Gallery. A great visual 
representation of our parliamentary 
history. 1000 x 680 mm. PRICE: $12.95

This poster for years K–2 celebrates the 
diversity of our native animals, from  
the best known and loved to some  
of the rarer Australian native animals.   
690 x 495 mm. PRICE: $5.50

Australia’s premier geographic journal brings you the best of Australia 
from those who know it best. Discover our rich cultural heritage, beautiful 
landscapes, unique and diverse plants and wildlife, and explore outback 
towns and the true-blue characters who call them home. PRICE: $49.95
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they’ve come from electorates throughout the continent and worked  
at occupations as varied as coalminer, drover, doctor and solicitor. Sometimes revered, 
sometimes despised, the 26 men and 1 woman on this poster – represented by their 
official portraits – have taken on the nation’s top job, often heralding and at other 

times following winds of change. Whether they served for eight days or 19 years, each  
took on the responsibility of being prime minister of Australia.

Prime ministers 
of australia 

Barton (1849–1920) campaigned for 10 years to bring about 
federation and helped draft the Constitution. He coined the line 
“for the first time in the world’s history there will be a nation 
for a continent and a continent for a nation”. in establishing 

the infrastructure for a new nation, his government created the 
Federal arbitration Court and the High Court. When he resigned 

in 1903, he became one of the first High Court judges.

Portrait by Norman Carter, 1875–1963

Edmund Barton
three times prime minister in the first decade of federation, 
deakin (1856–1919) was australia’s first great statesman. 

the youngest member of the first cabinet, deakin was flexible 
in his alliances and known as “affable alfred”. as prime 

minister, he helped set up the australian army and navy and 
established Canberra as the site for the capital city. Something 

of a mystic, deakin believed he could commune with spirits.

Portrait by Frederick McCubbin, 1855–1917

Alfred Deakin
Chile-born Watson (1867–1941) was australia’s first labor prime 

minister and also the country’s youngest, taking office at the 
age of 37. However, the conservatives combined to defeat his 

government after less than four months. Watson’s main legacy 
was to reassure the electorate that the labor party (then spelt 

labour) wasn’t a revolutionary group, but a party committed to the 
parliamentary process. in retirement he helped set up the nrma.

Portrait by John Longstaff, 1862–1941

 

John Christian Watson
reid’s equivocal position on federation earned him the nickname 

“Yes/no reid” and he was distrusted by many colleagues 
during his time as prime minister in a minority government. 

Born in Scotland, reid (1845–1918) later became the first High 
Commissioner for australia in london then won a seat in the 

British House of Commons, making him the only person to have 
sat in the colonial, federal and British parliaments.

Portrait by George Lambert, 1873–1930

George Houston Reid
an ex-coalminer and a dour Scot, Fisher (1862–1928) 

succeeded Watson as labor leader and, like deakin, was prime 
minister on three separate occasions. in his second term, 

Fisher passed 113 new acts, including setting up  
an australian monetary system. Fisher led australia into ww 
i, promising to support Britain “to the last man and the last 

shilling”, but became disillusioned after Gallipoli. He instituted 
invalid pensions and the Commonwealth Bank.

Portrait by Emanuel Phillips Fox, 1865–1915 

Andrew Fisher
Cook (originally Cooke, 1860–1947) was an english-born 

methodist lay preacher and coalminer who came into 
politics through the trade-union movement but defected 

to join the conservatives. His administration held a 
majority of only one and inevitably struggled to pass new 
legislation. Cook’s proudest boast was that as minister 
for defence under deakin, he brought lord Kitchener to 

australia to help set up compulsory military training.

Portrait by Norman Carter, 1875–1963 

Joseph Cook
arriving in melbourne from the rough and tumble of nsw 

labor politics, Hughes (1862–1952) was ruthless and 
abrasive. an enthusiastic supporter of australia’s involvement 
in ww i, he split the labor party over conscription and became 

known as “the little digger” for his jingoistic speeches. 
Hughes formed an alliance with conservatives, but after 

the war he lost the support of the Country party and was 
dumped. He remained in parliament for almost 30 more years.

Portrait by George Lambert, 1873–1930 

William Morris Hughes

menzies’ first term as prime minister was undisting uished – 
his inability to oversee australia’s war effort forced an early 
resignation. during his next period in opposition he formed 
the modern liberal party and returned to power in 1949 for 
a record 17-year term marked by economic growth, increased 

immigration and Cold War rhetoric. a brilliant politician, 
menzies (1894–1973) kept his enemies divided and his party 

su bservient. He retired by choice, heaped with honours.

Portrait by Ivor Hele, 1912–93

Robert Gordon Menzies
a medical doctor from Grafton in northern nsw, page 

(1880–1961), a founder of the Country party, became a 
caretaker prime minister for just 19 days. after refusing to 
support menzies, he handed party leadership to Fadden. in 
other governments he served in several portfolios, including 
the thankless position of treasurer while world commodity 

prices plummeted. as Health minister, page initiated 
australia’s first national health scheme.

Portrait by Fred Leist, 1873–1945

Earle Christmas Page
the only prime minister born in tasmania, lyons (1879–1939) 

defected from the labor party, but was known as “Honest 
Joe”. He was devoted to his 11 children and his wife enid who 

in 1943 became the first woman elected to the House of 
representatives. lyons oversaw australia’s economic recovery 
from the depression and won three successive elections. as 
ww ii approached, his health failed and he became the first 

prime minister to die in office.

Portrait by William McInnes, 1889–1939

Joseph Aloysius Lyons
“artie” Fadden’s 40-day term as caretaker prime minister  

belied his huge influence as menzies’ deputy. Originally 
perceived as a stop-gap deputy between page and 

mcewen, Fadden (1895–1973) hung on for 18 years, 
although he failed to hold the conservatives together after 
menzies’ 1941 resignation. a pragmatist with a quick wit 

and a devastating line of repartee, Fadden proved the 
perfect foil to the more pompous menzies.

Portrait by Sir William Dargie, 1912–2003

Arthur William Fadden
Widely regarded as australia’s saviour during ww ii, Curtin 

(1885–1945) broke with Britain over the recall of australian 
troops to defend their homeland, and turned to the usa for 
help in the war against Japan. a pacifist by nature, he was 
forced to introduce conscription despite the opposition of 
many in his own party. Strain killed him six weeks before  
the end of the war. He is seen by many on both sides of 

politics as australia’s greatest leader.

Portrait by Anthony Dattilo Rubbo, 1870–1955

John Joseph Curtin
With just eight days in office, Forde (1890–1983) was 

australia’s shortest-serving prime minister: as the labor 
party’s deputy leader he filled the gap between Curtin’s 

death and the election of Chifley. Forde continued to serve 
faithfully as deputy under Chifley, until he lost his seat in 

1946. ironically, Forde later became something of a labor icon 
through his longevity, attending numerous party functions 

and celebrations until his death at the age of 92.

Portrait by Joshua Smith, 1905–95

Francis Michael Forde
arguably australia’s best-loved prime minister, Chifley 
(1885–1951) introduced mass immigration and presided 

over postwar reconstruction and projects such as the Snowy 
mountains Hydro-electric Scheme. a modest man, Chifley 

lived in a workers’ hostel rather than the lodge. He founded 
the australian national University in Canberra, devised a 
national system of income tax and set up the australian 

Security intelligence Organisation (asio).

Portrait by Archibald D. Colquhoun, 1905–95

Joseph Benedict Chifley
australia’s first roman Catholic prime minister, Scullin 

(1876–1953) had the misfortune to take office at the onset of 
the Great depression. With a conservative-controlled Senate 
and the Bank of england thwarting all Scullin’s attempts at 

reform, the labor party split again. ironically, the conservative 
government that followed pursued many of his policies. 

Scullin established the abc and appointed Sir isaac isaacs  
as the first australian-born governor-general.

Portrait by William McInnes, 1889–1939

James Henry Scullin
the antithesis of Hughes, Bruce (1883–1967) was an 

aristocrat who won the military Cross and Croix de Guerre in 
ww i. While in office, he increased the Federal Government’s 
financial power over the States, increased exports of primary 
produce, set up the precursor to the csiro and oversaw the 
transfer of parliament from melbourne to Canberra. in the 
election following the move, Bruce lost his seat, the first 

sitting prime minister to have done so.

Portrait by William McInnes, 1889–1939

Stanley Melbourne Bruce
menzies hand-picked Holt – then treasurer – as his 

successor. Holt (1908–67) had initial public success during 
the Vietnam War when he declared that australia was “all 

the way with l.B.J.” (us president lyndon Baines Johnson). 
recognising that australia’s future was tied to asia, he made 
an effort to form relationships with asian leaders, but Holt 

had continual problems in parliament and there were moves to 
replace him before his mystery disappearance in 1967.

Portrait by William Pidgeon, 1909–81

Harold Edward Holt

Whitlam (1916–) came to power with a monumental program 
for social change – a record 253 bills were introduced in 

the first year – but with a ministry that lacked experience. 
Hamstrung by a hostile Senate, his government was driven 
to an election within 14 months when financial supply was 
refused. after a series of crises in 1975, the Senate again 

refused to approve the budget. On 11 november 1975, 
Whitlam was sacked by Governor-General Sir John Kerr.

Detail of portrait by Clifton Pugh, 1924–90

Edward Gough Whitlam
like many parliamentarians, “Billy” mcmahon (1908–88) 

was a solicitor before being elected to parliament. as  
prime minister, he began the withdrawal of austra lian troops 

from Vietnam, promising they’d all be home by Christmas 
1971, although some still remained when Whitlam came to 
power in 1972. in efforts to preserve the “australianness” 

of corporate life, his government passed an act allowing the 
government to block the takeover of australian companies.

Portrait by Ivor Hele, 1912–93

William McMahon
the first senator to be made prime minister, Gorton  

(1911–2002) moved to Holt’s seat in the House of repre-
sen tatives after the latter’s death. during his time in office, 
women won the right to equal pay for equal work and the 

government legislated to protect australian fisheries. after 
a series of crises during which several ministers resigned, 

Gorton demanded a vote of confidence from his party. With 
the vote tied, he used his casting vote against himself.

Portrait by June Mendoza, 1920s–

John Grey Gorton
Fraser (1930–) was appointed caretaker prime minister  

by Kerr and won two subsequent elections against Whitlam 
in landslide victories. although he attempted to wind back 
some of the sweeping changes instituted by Whitlam, he 

passed legislation on aboriginal land rights and supported 
some conservation issues. He once famously proclaimed 
“life wasn’t mean to be easy”. Since leaving politics he’s 

been involved in international charity work.

Portrait by Ivor Hele, 1912–93

John Malcolm Fraser
as Hawke’s treasurer, Keating (1944–) had overseen the 

deregulation of the australian economy. as prime minister 
he focused on what he called “the big picture items” 

– australia’s relationship with asia, reconciliation with 
indigenous australians and the push for australia to become 
a republic. a ferocious debater, he was seen by many as out 

of touch with the everyday concerns of the electorate. He was 
defeated in 1996, ending 13 years of labor rule.

Portrait by Robert Hannaford, 1944–

Paul John Keating
Howard (1939–) was first elected after ongoing leadership 

instability in the liberal party. in 2000, he introduced a goods 
and service tax and in 2001 strengthened ties with the USa 
when he sent australian forces to iraq. He was defeated in 
2007, largely due to ‘WorkChoices’, an amendment to the 

Workplace relations act. He became the second prime minister, 
after Bruce, to lose his own parliamentary seat at election, and 

was our second-longest-serving pm, after menzies.

Portrait by Jaiwei Shen, 1948–

John Winston Howard
although he claimed the 2007 election after a 23-seat swing, 

rudd (1957–) was the first australian prime minister to be 
ousted from office by his own party during his first term. 
While in power, he signed the Kyoto protocol, delivered an 

apology to indigenous australians for the Stolen Generation 
and largely dismantled WorkChoices. in response to the 
Global Financial Crisis he provided economic stimulus 

packages that helped australia avoid recession. 

Kevin Michael Rudd
australia’s first female prime minister, Gillard (1961-) came into 
power after rudd lost party support and she stepped up from 
deputy. during her first day in office she confirmed australia’s 

continuing support for the US-led military campaign in 
afghanistan, and on her 23rd day announced the 2010 federal 

election, which resulted in the first hung parliament in australia 
since 1940. Gillard made alliances with an australian Greens 
and three independent mps to form a minority government. 

Julia Eileen Gillard
Known as “Black Jack” for his dark complexion and  

harsh treatment of rivals, mcewen (1900–80) became  
a short-term caretaker prime minister after Holt’s death.  

in 22 years as the minister responsible for trade, mcewen saw 
his chief role as protecting jobs and rural interests, locking 

australia into a high-tariff regime that lasted into the 1970s. 
He negotiated an international sugar agreement and trade 

agreements with the uk and Japan.

Portrait by Sir William Dargie, 1912–2003

John McEwen
an immensely popular trade union leader who boasted  

of what he called his love affair with the australian people, 
Hawke (1929–) became labor leader in time to ambush Fraser 

at the 1983 election. abandoning many traditional labor 
economic policies in his first term, he floated the australian 

dollar, deregulated the banking industry and achieved 
agreement on a wage freeze. He won four elections to become 

the labor party’s longest-serving prime minister.

Portrait by Bill Leak, 1956–

Robert James Lee Hawke

1901
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RACECOURSE
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F3: 180m Tunnel: (connecting parade ring to mounting yard): Since 2007, horses have trav-elled via a 180m underground tunnel from their stables to meet their jockeys in the mounting yard before the race.N3: Barrier stalls: The starts of the first horse races at Fleming-ton were signalled by a starter waving his hat, a red flag, or later, by a bell. From 1894, horses lined up behind a barrier of wire strands, which sprang away when the starter pulled a lever. In 1958 automated barrier stalls were introduced. E3: Betting ring (1924): The betting ring is a frantic place on race days. From 1882, when licensing controls for bookmak-ers were introduced, hundreds of ‘bookies’ were registered to work at Flemington. These men, calling out odds and accepting cash wagers, provided the only legal way for racegoers to bet on horses until tote machines arrived in 1931.F3: Bronze statue of Phar Lap: Created by Peter Corlett in 1988, it is 10 per cent larger than Phar Lap’s actual size.F4: Bronze statue of Bart Cummings: Created by Peter Corlett and unveiled in 2000 to commemorate Australia’s great-est horse trainer and 12-time Melbourne Cup winner. 

E4: Bronze statue of Makybe Diva: The only horse to have won the Melbourne Cup three times (2003, 2004, 2005), cre-ated by British sculptor Philip Blacker in 2008.XX: Carbine’s stall:  This is where legendary 1890 Mel-bourne Cup champion Carbine stayed and was relocated to the racecourse and restored in 1990 to mark the centenary of his win. A6: Heritage-listed Bluestone walls: Erected circa 1880s to enclose the expanded Hill Reserve.XX: Brass Bell: The 1879 brass bell was originally mounted on a tower near the track’s finishing post to signal the start and end of each race.XX: Chronograph Clock: Made in 1870–6 by Victorian govern-ment clockmaker Thomas Gaunt, the chronograph clock at Flemington was once used to time races, readily visible to racegoers at the winning post. Gaunt also served as a judge and timer official timekeeper at Flemington. His clock is pre-served in the VRC Committee Rooms.D5: Clerks of the Course: Tra-ditionally riding grey horses and clad in highly visible pink hunting jackets, the clerks of the course are responsible for maintaining order among the racehorses in 

the mounting yard before the race. Often their steeds are for-mer racehorses, for example Subzero, 1992 Melbourne Cup winner, began his career as a clerk horse in 1994.S4: Convalescent Jockeys’ Lodge: The former convalescent jockeys’ lodge dates back to 1893. Its unusual octagonal shape is an example of a hospital design popular in England during the 1880s. The circular shape allowed for nurses to sit in the centre, with injured jockeys occupying the outer rooms. It was adapted for use as the track supervisor’s residence.  E5: Distance post: This marks the 240 yard mark (200m) before the finish line. It is Flem-ington’s oldest object and stands in its original position. XX: The Elms: A first cluster of elms was planted in the 1870s by the first VRC secretary, Robert Bagot, and by the 1890s the shade of the maturing trees was the place to be. Melbourne’s elite could book a bay for their carriages, while extravagant par-ties and grand luncheons ensued beneath the trees. The precinct’s popularity declined after 1924, when the adjacent betting ring and ‘Birdcage’ horse stalls were relocated further away.D3: Former tote buildings (the northern boundary of the bet-

ting ring): In 1930 Victoria became the last state to legalise the use of on-course totalisator betting machines. The use of a totaliser for betting was legal-ised in Victoria, and in 1931, the first ‘totes’ machines were installed. The former Some of the tote buildings are still used for betting, but computers and modern screens have replaced the older machines. As technol-ogy takes over, the number of registered ‘bookies’ is declining.XX: Men’s toilets: These amenities were built circa 1920s and are now Heritage listed.XX: Jockey weighing area: (Underneath the VRC Committee Rooms) Before races, stewards make sure jockeys are weighed, together with their saddles, on an annually calibrated Toledo scale. Before places are finalised, winners are weighed again at the end of the race to make sure their weight is exactly the same as the initial reading. C5: Judge’s Box (on top of the hill stand): Perched at the high-est place on the course, the judge decides the winner and placings in each race.D5: Mounting Yard: One of the most exciting places on the course is the mounting yard. Jockeys wait in anticipation to meet their horses before head-

E5: Rose Garden: With about 28,000 bushes in total, includ-ing 16,000 timed to flower for the spring races, the public rose garden at Flemington is the larg-est in the southern hemisphere. Each of the major race days has an official bloom – the yellow rose is the Melbourne Cup Day flower. XX: The stalls: The stalls, pre-viously known as ‘the Birdcage,’ are where horses are looked after by ‘strappers’ before and after their races. The name ‘Birdcage’ came from an enclo-sure at England’s Newmarket Racecourse, where horses could be saddled away from the crowds, and where gentlemen could promenade with their lady friends. The Birdcage is now the name of the celebrity marquee enclosure next door. D3: Train Station: Flemington Racecourse Station opened in 1861, just in time for the first Melbourne Cup. One of Mel-bourne’s earliest train lines, it fuelled the popularity of racing and made it possible for racego-ers to travel direct from Spencer Street to Flemington. In 1918, the train line became the first 

electrified suburban route in Melbourne.E4: VRC Committee Rooms The Victoria Racing Club enter-tains special guests in a suite of rooms overlooking the Mounting Yard. The rooms were relocated here from the 1924 Members’ Grandstand in 1985. E4: The White Line: From 1942, under war-time regulations, a notorious ‘white line’ was painted in the Members’ area that restricted women from the bars and the rails bookies and totaliser machines. The line was only removed in 1982 when full racing membership was opened to women. C6: Winning Post: For the first 20 years of racing at Flemington, the winning post was on the far, river side of the track. It was moved in 1860, just before the first Melbourne Cup, when it became clear the most exciting part of the course, the home straight, should be in front of the vantage point on the hill.

D4: “Old” Members’ Stand: This grandstand has been part of the Flemington course since 1924. Built and designed by architects Roberston and Marks, it is one of the few structures that retain a sense of elegance and style that defined racing in the inter-war years. During WWII, the stand was occupied by armed forces, and was used, among other things, as a place to nurse injured soldiers. From their beds, servicemen recover-ing from their war injuries could watch the action during racing season. In a major transforma-

tion to ease crowding near the finishing post, the racing club relocated the members’ enclo-sure, betting ring, mounting yard and Birdcage stalls area north-ward. This created space for the totalisator buildings of 1931.  C5: The Hill Stand: On the sloping interior walls of the Hill Stand, built in 1977-8, are the extraordinarily detailed History of Racing murals by Australian artist Harold Freedman. The seven panels tell the story of thoroughbred racing in Australia, taking in dozens of landscapes, 

racing scenes and personalities. The murals took seven years to paint and were finished in 1988, to coincide with the bicentenary.B5: The Bluestone Grand-stands (circa 1880s): In the 1880s, VRC secretary Henry Byron Moore built an elegant bluestone grandstand on the hill. Although it was replaced in the 1950s with the old Hill Stand and the Lawn stand, remnants of the original bluestone structures can still be seen at the base. A5: The Bluestone Grand-stands (1873–86): VRC secre-

tary Robert Bagot supervised the building of a long bluestone stand in 1873, with a roof kept low to avoid blocking the view from the Hill. His successor Henry Byron Moore cleverly fitted an elegant stone stand behind it, with facili-ties below. Although replaced in the late 1950s by the Lawn Stand. C4: The Grandstand: The $45 million Grandstand was com-pleted in 2000 and can hold almost 7000 people. It doubles as an events venue with pano-ramic views of Melbourne.

L4: Sand rolling yards: After horses have been exercised and washed down, they are put into these undercover sand yards, so they can roll on their backs. Horses use this as a way to let off some steam and scratch their bodies.        : Horse walker: These round  walking pens are used as a warm up and warm down tool for horse in training. Horses are tied to long arms of the machine, which rotates around the ring. Q3: Day yards: The day yards are made from a number of dif-ferent surfaces: grass, synthetic or sand. Trainers choose the yards based on their personal preferences. Horses are turned out here to have a break from the stalls or are used to ride younger horses that are still being broken in.N5: Equine swimming pool: Water-based exercise, which is low-impact on joints, is ideal for injured horses who can’t gallop and also as another warm down 

exercise tool. Horses are led into the pool and are tethered to a long rod, for trainers to lead them along the narrow channel. Usually they will just complete one lap of the 50m-long course, but may do up to three laps. P6: Training track: This sand track is used to warm-up horses before exercise. They are walk, trot or canter around the 150m-long track, which also has halogen lights for early morning or evening training sessions.: Stables: Most of the stables here are leased on a long-term basis to different trainers. But, if other horses are coming from interstate, they can lease boxes from trainers. Up to 500 horses can be housed here at any one time. They are given specially formulated feeds depending on the stage of  training they are in and any  special dietary requirements that they may have. Many stables have large feed mixers to make their own specialised food. 

Water is supplied from reservoirs from within the property.R5: Trainer accommodation:  This group of buildings is leased by trainers so that they can live close to their horses, making training and supervision conven-ient. Stable staff may live on the premises which may help in cases of animals becoming sick or injured outside of normal working hours. Most stables have high fencing with barbed wire to prevent intruders and CCTV cameras are also used.N10: Chicquita Lodge (Saab Hasan’s stables): Based on course at Flemington, Chicquita is one of the most iconic land-marks in racing having over time been the home to some of          racings biggest names including Tony Lopes and John Meagher.         It has direct access to the      various tracks and the equine swimming pool. Chicquita has 30 boxes in a highly secured complex, its own observation post and a sand roll.

Overall Flemington racecourse has a crowd capacity of more than 120,000. The biggest  official attendance was on VRC Derby Day in 2006 when 129,089 people saw Efficient win.

Although it is the races the punters come to see, there is plenty of preparation that goes on behind the scenes at Flemington.

ing to the track and is where elated winners come to accept the trophy. In 1977, the year Gold and Black won the Melbourne Cup, then Governor-General  Sir John Kerr famously appeared drunk while making the presen-tation to the winner.G3: The Parade Ring    C6: Photo Finish Camera: This camera made its Flemington debut in 1946. Before, in early colonial times, horses that ran a dead heat would have to run the race a second time, or in the unfortunate case of the 1872 Australia Cup, a third, until a winner was decided. There has never been a tie for first at the Melbourne Cup, but Derby Day in 1956 saw the only triple dead heat (Ark Royal, Pandie Sun and Fighting Force) in Flemington’s history since the introduction of the photo finish camera.B5: Race Callers (next to the Judge’s Box): Race callers mem-orise the names of each horse and jockey, and call every move on the track. The late Bill Collins, who has called 34 Melbourne Cups, reportedly practised as a child by commentating a ‘race’ of floating matches rushing down a gutter. Official course broad-caster Greg Miles has called every Melbourne Cup since 1981.  

Flemington is a pear-shaped racecourse, set on 125ha – by comparison  Randwick Racecourse in Sydney stands on 82ha – and with a total track  circumference of 2312m. It is one of the longest racetracks in Australia. 

Major races The Victoria Racing Club holds about 24 race meetings each year at Flemington, mostly on Saturdays and Public  Holidays. Melbourne also hosts racetracks at Caulfield, Moonee Valley and Sandown Park. THE AUTUMN SEASONLightning Stakes: 1000m, Group 1 thoroughbred race, Weight for Age Australian Cup: 2000m, Group 1 thoroughbred race, Weight for Age   Newmarket Handicap: 1200m Group 1 thoroughbred race, open  handicap, Victoria’s richest sprint race up Flemington Straight Six track. Australian Guineas: 1600m Group 1, three-year old set weightsAnzac Day: 2800m, Group 1, three-year-old set weights   THE SPRING SEASONVictoria Derby: 2500m, Group 1 race for 3 year old thoroughbreds: Flemington’s oldest continuing race, first run in 1855Mackinnon Stakes: 2000m, Group 1 thoroughbred race, Weight for Age , a traditional Derby Day lead-up to the Melbourne Cup. Melbourne Cup: 3200m, Group 1 race for 3 year olds and over, tradi-tionally run on the First Tuesday of NovemberCrown Oaks: 2500m, Group 1 race for 3 year old fillies, run every year since 1861. Oaks Day is also known as “ladies’ day”. Emirates Stakes: 1600m, Group 1 race for thoroughbreds
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