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- Zadrożna
FREDERiCK CHOPin’S MAnU-
SCRiPTS
In December 2008 at an auction in London two 
of Frederick Chopin’s manuscripts were bought 
by the National Institute of Frederick Chopin. 
They had been preserved by the ancestors of 
Julian Fontana – pianist and composer, and at 
the same time poet and pedagogue, who was 
a member of an Italian family that had settled 
down in Poland. During the Great Migration 
after the November Uprising, Fontana settled 
down in Paris, where he met Chopin. The two 
quickly became close friends.

page 8 MOnIKA  KuhnKe
ORiGinAL COPiES OR THE HiS-
TORY OF THE PORTRAiTS OF 
CHOPin’S FAMiLY
Portraits of Chopin’s family were painted by 
Ambroży  Mieroszewski (1802 – 1884). Not 
many of them survived until our times. What 
remains are copies of these paintings, and 
now these present the image of the family. The 
article is devoted to the fate of both the copies 
and the originals.

page 13 PIOTr   OgrOdZKI
THEFT in THE STATE MUSEM 
AUSCHWiTZ  -  BiRKEnAU
An outrageous, unusual crime was committed 
in December 2009. The historic sign above 
the gate of the Nazi death camp, where tens 
of thousands innocent people of different na-
tionalities had been killed, was stolen. The cut 
up, iron sign was quickly found by the police. 
The perpetrators of the crime were arrested. 
An investigation is now under way. The theft is 
another example of the inadequate protection 
of museums.
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inFORMATiOn On THE THREAT 
OF CRiME AGAinST CULTURAL 
PROPERTY in 2009.
The information presents a detailed account 
of crimes, stating an increase in 2008 and 
providing information on the kinds of property 
in which the law had been broken.

page 20 KrZySZTOf  KOWAlSKI
THE SZCZECin COLLECTiOn OF 
POMERAniAn AnTiQUE  (  1  }

A work by an unknown painter from the second 
half of the 17th century was discovered in a 
Belgian an- 
tique shop last year. It shows the interior of St. 
Mary’s Basilica in Gdańsk with the open altar 
displaying The Last Judgment by Hans Memling 
in the background. Many historians think the 
painting is one of the oldest works showing the 
interior of the Basilica. After many efforts and 
thanks to sponsors the painting was purchased 
in 2008 and is displayed in the Basilica.
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THE MYSTERiES OF THE HOLY 
CROSS SERMOnS 
The greatest monument of Polish prose has 
an unusual history. The manuscript was also 
written in Latin and comes from the 16th 
century. A hundred years later this great historic 
written document on parchment was cut up and 
used by a bookbinder to reinforce the binding 
of a contemporary Latin book written on paper. 
The existence of the remains of the parchment 
manuscript were discovered in 1890 in the tsar’s 
library in St Petersburg. Due to their topic, what 
remained of the cut up strips was called “The 
Holy Cross Sermons”. The manuscript came 
back to Poland.

page 30 KArInA chAbOWSKA
POLiSH nATiOnAL HERiTAGE in 
WESTERn EUROPEAn COUnTRiES 
– BRiTiSH COLLECTiOnS
The article deals with museum collections in 
Polish migration institutions. The collections 
of the Polish Institute, The General Władysław 
Sikorski Museum and several other Polish 
institutions in Great Britain are discussed. 

page 34 Hanna  ŁaskarZewska – 
MArTenA  fIgIel
POLiSH LiBRARiES in WESTERn 
EUROPE – COOPERATiOn WiTH 
inSTiTUTiOnS in POLAnD

A discussion of the way libraries in Poland 
cooperate with Polish libraries abroad, how 
they help provide for them and how this is 
documented. The article presents information 
on the registration not only of Polish libraries 
and book collections, but also sources of 
information on polonica in non-Polish libraries. 
The year 2009 saw the publication of the guide 
„Polskie  i polonijne księgozbiory instytucji” 
(Polish Institutional Book Collections at Home 
and Abroad), which registered 746 book collec-
tions located in 65 countries.

page 39 ZbIgnIeW hAuSer 
OLD FORGOTTEn POLiSH RESi-
DEnCES in BELARUS

This time the author directed his journey to 
Belarus. He presents Polish manor houses 
and palaces there, describing their history and 
characteristics.
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CATALOGUE OF TiME LOSSES
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krajowy wykaz
zabytków skradzionych
lub wywiezionych za granicę 
niezgodnie z prawem


