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Cypriot Greek is the dialect of Modern Greek spoken on the island of Cyprus by
approximately 650,000 people and also by the substantial immigrant communities of
Cypriots in the UK, North America, Australia, South Africa and elsewhere. Due to
lengthy isolation, Cypriot Greek is so distinct from Standard Greek as to be often
unintelligible to speakers of the Standard. Cypriot speakers, on the other hand, have
considerably less difficulty understanding Greeks, since Standard Greek is the official
language of Cyprus, and as such it is the medium of education and the language of the
Cypriot media. However, in every day situations Cypriot Greek is the only variety used
among Cypriots. Cypriot Greek is not homogeneous but exhibits considerable
geographical variation (Newton, 1972). The variety described here is that used by
educated speakers, particularly the inhabitants of the capital, Nicosia. Although
influenced by increasing contact with Standard Greek, Cypriot Greek retains most of its
phonological and phonetic characteristics virtually intact. There is no established
orthography for Cypriot Greek; however, certain, rather variable, conventions have
emerged, based on Greek historical orthography but also including novel combinations of
letters in order to represent sounds that do not exist in the Standard (e.g. ot for [[]); a
version of these conventions has been adopted here for the sample text. The transcription
is based on the speech of an educated male speaker from Nicosia in his mid-thirties, who
read the text twice at normal speed and in an informal manner; he also assisted in
rendering the text from Standard to Cypriot Greek.

Consonants

Cypriot Greek has voiceless plosives and affricates, voiced and voiceless
fricatives, nasals, and liquids. All of these consonants, with the exception of voiced
fricatives, appear either single or geminate in both word-initial and word-medial
positions. All consonants (including voiced fricatives) may also be geminated across
word boundaries (see Conventions). There is disagreement in the (limited) literature on
Cypriot phonology about whether geminate consonants should be considered as separate
phonemes (Charalambopoulos, 1982) or as clusters of the same consonant (Newton,
1972). For the sake of simplicity, geminates are not presented here as separate phonemes;
on the other hand, details on their quality are given, since when consonants are geminated
their articulation changes (Arvaniti & Tserdanelis, in press).
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Bilabial Labio- Dental Alveolar | Post- Velar
dental alveolar

Plosive p t k
Fricative f \% 0 0 S z ) 3 X Y
Affricate tf
Nasal m n
Tap Iy
Lateral 1
approximant

p pire Tupa ‘heat’

t to're TWP0, ‘now’

k 'kori KOpy ‘girl’

f fo'ni PV} ‘voice’

0 0o'ro Owpw ‘I see’

X Xo'nin XVIV ‘funnel’

v vu'rd Povpa ‘I run’

0 oe'me douoi ‘here’

Y 'yeros s ‘donkey’

S 'suze oovla ‘swing’

z zor'lis foplng ‘obstinate’

I '[elin o161v ‘shawl’

3 30 1470 ‘I-live’

tf tfe'me ool ‘there’

m 'meme  uduua ‘mum’

n nu're vovpa, ‘tail’

r 'rotse potoo. ‘stone’

1 le'os Aaog ‘hare’

Plosives. In most contexts, Cypriot Greek voiceless plosives are unaspirated and
in fast speech they may be pronounced weakly voiced. They become fully voiced if they
are preceded by a nasal (which in turn assimilates for place of articulation to the plosive).
The geminate plosives have the same place of articulation as their singleton counterparts.
However, their closure is one and half times longer than that of the singletons, and they
are always heavily aspirated (their VOT is two to three times longer than that of the
singletons; Tserdanelis & Arvaniti, in press). Geminate plosives are never preceded by
nasals (see Conventions).

Fricatives. With the exception of /z/, which is always rather long, voiced
fricatives (v 0 y) are often pronounced as approximants and they are regularly elided in
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intervocalic position. The velar voiceless fricative /x/ has a glottal allophone [h] when it
is followed by the low front vowel [e]. Geminate fricatives are distinguished from
singletons by being longer.

Affricates. /t]/ is a laminal post-alveolar affricate; in fast speech it is often weakly
voiced. Like the stops, it becomes fully voiced when preceded by a nasal. When
geminated, its closure is considerably longer. The release portion of the geminate
affricate is also longer than that of the singleton, and often ends with aspiration (Arvaniti
& Tserdanelis in press). Unlike the singleton, the geminate affricate is not prone to
voicing. The pattern described here gives rise to a three way distinction: [t[e'me] tlapai
‘here’ vs. ['ndzemin] velauy ‘glass’ vs. ['t["ein] towdiv ‘tea’. The /t/+/s/ sequence is also
pronounced as an affricate, and in a manner similar to that of the geminate post-alveolar
affricate, in terms of the length of the closure, and the manner of closure release.

Nasals. Cypriot Greek has two phonemic nasals, /m/ and /n/. However, since
nasals assimilate for place to following stops, palatal and velar nasals are also used (see
below). Single nasals are rather short in duration, and shorter than their Standard Greek
counterparts (Arvaniti, 1999). The geminates are nearly twice as long as the singletons
(Arvaniti, 1999), though not as long as geminates reported for other languages, such as
Italian or Malayalam.

Liquids. /1/ behaves similarly to the nasals under gemination. In other words, as a
single consonant it is rather short but it becomes twice as long when geminated. Cypriot
Greek has one rhotic, a tap; when geminated, it is pronounced as a long trill (Arvaniti,
1999).

The palatal consonants of Cypriot Greek. Simplifying somewhat, the palatal
allophones of Cypriot consonants are as follows. Like in Standard Greek (see companion
illustration), velar consonants have fronted pronunciations when preceding the front
vowels /i/ and /e/. Specifically, in Cypriot Greek /k/ becomes [c], /x/ becomes [[] and /y/
becomes [j] in front of the high vowels /e/ and /i/ (k/ preceded by /n/ gives rise to [pj] in
the same circumstances).

As in Standard Greek, [p] and [£] appear as allophones of /n/+/i/ and /1/+/i/
respectively, when /i/ is followed by another vowel in the same syllable; e.g. [ti.'e.pe]
Tidvia ‘frying pans’ (cf. [ti."e.nin] vy “frying pan’); [fi.'Ae] euud ‘kisses’ (cf. [fi.lin]
QWiv ‘kiss’). As indicated in the transcription, the palatal nasal and lateral are often
longer than single nasals and laterals, though not as long as the geminates (Netwon, 1972;
Charalambopoulos, 1982). [£] is not part of the inventory of all speakers; many use [j]
instead, so that a word like ['iA'0s] AAo¢ ‘sun’ is pronounced ['iJos] by these speakers.
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Finally, Cypriot Greek /s/ and /z/ have palatal allophones [[] and [3] under the same
conditions as /n/ and /1/, i.e. when they are followed by /i/ and another vowel in the same
syllable; e.g. [ni.[e] vnowd ‘islands’ (c.f. [ni.'sin] vnoiv ‘island’), or [me.he.'3e] payalid
‘shops’ (c.f. [me.he.'zin] poyaliv ‘shop’).

Vowels

Cypriot Greek has a five vowel system similar to that of Standard Greek. The
back mid vowels /o/ is more open than the Standard Greek one, while /u/ is somewhat
more peripheral. Furthermore, devoicing and elision of high vowels, which are very
common in Standard Greek, are much rarer in Cypriot Greek.

i Ipme metva ‘hunfger \. i ue

€ penie TEVVOL pen

e 'pene TOVVoL ‘nappy’

o poni TOVEl ‘it hurts’ \ > e

u 'kun:e kobvva,  ‘nut’ ® £
N

Cypriot Greek presents a rather rare pattern of alternation for /i/: simplifying
considerably, when /i/ is followed by another vowel in the same syllable and is not
preceded by one of the consonants with palatal allophones, it is pronounced /c¢/ (or /k/ if
preceded by /r/); e.g. [ri.fce] pipxia ‘kids’ (cf. [ri.fin] pipw ‘kid’), [pse.rke] ydpka
“fish> pl. (cf. [pse.rin] yépw ‘fish’). The vowels /i/ is pronounced [p] when found
between /m/ and another vowel that belongs to the same syllable; e.g. [mpe.1o] poaid
‘brain’ (c.f. [mi.'e.li] din ‘big’ fem.).

Conventions

Within words, sequences of obstruents must have the same specification for
voicing; in terms of manner of articulation the first obstruent must be a fricative and the
second a plosive, the only exception being the cluster [pc]; this limitation to the form
clusters can take gives rise to alternations in the voicing and manner of articulation of
obstruents; e.g. ['vudin] PBovdwv ‘calf’, but ['vuBce] Povdkia ‘calves’; ['muetin] ppdrv
‘eye’, but ['mrebce] pudtkio ‘eyes’. As mentioned, word final /n/ assimilates for place
before a following plosive, while the plosive becomes voiced. This change does not take
place not only within words, but often across word boundaries between words in the
same phrase; e.g. [kepnizume "bure] «komviCovuev movpa  ‘we  smoke
cigars’(/ke'pnizumen ‘pure /), [e"grime] gv kpipa ‘it is a pity’ (/en krime/). Word-final
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/n/ is elided in front of a geminate or a consonant cluster; e.g. [pe sti c"el:e] ma otV
kKkeAME ‘on the head’ (/pa stin kie'l:ie/), [e'pceseme 'fcore] enkidoapey pkiopa ‘we bought
flowers’ (/e'piesemen 'fiore/). In all other cases in which a word-final /n/ is followed by a
consonant, it assimilates completely to that consonant, resulting in geminates across word
boundaries; e.g. [ 'O:elo] ev 0éd® ‘I don’t want to’ (/en 'Oelo/); [ti fio'ni swu] v eovVAV
ocov ‘your voice’ ACC. (/tin fo'nin su/). More generally, sequences of identical consonants
across word boundaries are pronounced as geminates, except in very fast speech. Word-
final /s/ becomes voiced if followed by a voiced consonant in the same phrase.

Stress

Cypriot Greek has dynamic stress. There is only one stress per word, and it can
fall on any of the word’s last four syllables. Stress on the fourth syllable from the end of a
word is rare and normally limited to certain verb forms. Because of this possibility,
however, when words with antepenultimate stress are followed by an enclitic in Cypriot
Greek, no extra stress is added (as happens in Standard Greek; see companion
illustration); e.g. [to po'@ileto miu] to modnAatov pov ‘my bicycle’.

Transcription of recorded passage

o vo'rke t[o 'ifos etse’konu’den | je 'pcos pu tus '0co n o dine'tot’erds |
‘sten eperese "bu "bro'ste tus 'enes teksiBcotis pu efo'ruse mpe “gepen |
'eme to niden | 0 vo'rke tfo iKos esifionisen |

tfinos pu tus 'Bco po nie 'kemi to "deksiBcoti nre 'fkeli ti "gep"e "du |
e'nien o dine'tot’eros |

o vo'rkes 'ercepse nre fi'se dine'te | ele '0so "beo po'le efi'susen |

'toso ™beo po'le | efiepe’zoten me ti "gep"e "du o teksiOcotis |

'ospu o vo'rkes eku'restin | t[ epe'retise nre fise |

'istere 'irten 1 sire tu 'iAu | pu 'enepse dine'te |

t[ e'ftis o teksi®cotis e'pirosen | 't] efkelen ti "gep"e "du |

't etsi o vorkes epereextin | 'oti o 'iKos e diine'tot’eros po 'tfinon |l

Orthographic version

O Popkag 10’ 0 MAOG ETCAKDOVOLVTOV Y10, TKLOG TOV TOVG OKIO €V O dVVATOTTEPOC, OTOV
EMEPOCEV TTOV UTPOOTA TOVG €vag TASOKIMTNG TOL EPOPOVCEV UV KAmmav. Ao Tov
eldav, o Poprdc 1’ o NAog ecveppmdvnoav TCelvog mov TOovg OKIO TOV VO, KAUEL TOV
TaEOKIDTY VO PKAAEL TNV KATTAY TOV gvvav 0 duvotdtiepoc. O Popkdc GpKeyey va
QLGG dvvatd, aALL GGOV TKIO0 TOAAG EQLGOVGEY TOGOV TTKIO0 TOAAG ecoemaldtay ue v
KAnmov Tov 0 TaKIOTNG, OGTOL 0 PopKAc ekovpdotny T €mAPETNCEV VO QUGA.
"Yotepa fpTev 1 o€lpd TOL A0V OV Avaye duvatd, TC ePTLG 0 TASWKIDTNG ETVPMOEY
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10 épxarev Vv kammav tov. TC €161 0 Poprdc emapaéymv 0Tt 0 NAOG €V SLVATOTTEPOC
7o tleivov.

References

ARVANITI, A. & TSERDANELIS, G. (in press) On the phonetics of geminates: evidence
from Cypriot Greek. Proceedings of the 6" International Conference on Speech and
Language Processing (ICSLP2000). Beijing 23-27 October 2000.

ARVANITIL, A. (1999). Effects of speaking rate on the timing of single and geminate
sonorants. Proceedings of the XIVth ICPhS, vol. 1: 599-602. San Francisco.

CHARALAMBOPOULOS, A. (1982). Consonant gemination and aspiration in Cypriot
Greek [in Greek]. Studies in Greek Linguistics 3, 237-255.

NEWTON, B. (1972). Cypriot Greek: Its Phonology and Inflections. The Hague: Mouton.

TSERDANELIS, G. & A. ARVANITI (in press). The acoustic characteristics of geminate
consonants in Cypriot Greek. Proceedings of the 4" International Conference on
Greek Linguistics.

Journal of the International Phonetics Association (1999) 29 (2): 173-178. 6



