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Abstract: The history of wolf persecution and extermination in Europe and North America followed 
a pattern that did not match the availability of suitable habitat for the wolf or any ecological factor 
linked to human density. An explanation of past and present attitudes toward wolves may be 
found in the early ecologies of human cultures in various regions of Eurasia. Nomadic shepherds 
seemed to have the most negative attitudes towards wolves, whereas sedentary crop and 
livestock growers appeared to be more ambivalent. Hunters and warriors had positive images of 
the wolf. When Europeans colonized North America, they brought with them their cultures, 
religions, and traditions. As most immigrants were from north and central Europe, they carried 
with them the worst attitudes toward wolves, that is, the negative attitudes of the Anglo-Saxon 
and the German world. Past attitudes have deeply influenced the relationships between human 
and wolves throughout history; knowledge and management of the deep motivations for today's 
attitudes deserve highest priority in any wolf recovery or management program. 

 












