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Strengthening growth in global trade  
and freight in 2014
World GDP grew by 3.4% in 2014, at the same pace as in 2013. GDP in most advanced 
economies expanded by more than 1.8%. Only Italy and Japan recorded drops, of 
-0.4% and -1% respectively.  GDP in emerging economies grew by 4.6% in 2014 
with increases of more than 7% in India and China. World export volume grew 2.8%, 
slightly more than in 2013. World container traffic (measured in TEUs) and air freight 
tonne-km increased 6% and 4.5% respectively in 2014, a continuation of the positive 
trend observed in 2013. Preliminary estimation for 2014 from the International 
Transport Forum’s database show an increase of rail freight in the United States 
(6.2%), in Russia (4.7%) and in the EU area (0.7%). Road freight tonne-km continued 
to expand in the EU area (+2.1%) but it contracted in Russia (-1.7%), according to 
preliminary estimates.
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Sources: International Transport Forum, except world GDP (IMF), exports (WTO), Air T-km (IATA), TEUs (Clarksons Re-
search). Note: EU rail T-km coverage 92% (BEL not included. AUT, DNK, NLD 3 quarters). Road T-km coverage 60% (AUT, 
BEL, DEU, GBR, IRL, ITA, LUX, MLT, NLD, ROU not included. DNK, FIN, GRC, PRT 3 quarters).

Air freight volumes suggest improvement  
in the near-term
Air freight, considered as a lead indicator  for overall economic performance, indicates 
a potential improvement of the near-term outlook for both EU-28 and the United 
States. Total external trade by air, in tonnes of goods transported, recovered to 2% 
above pre-crisis peak for the first time since the second quarter of 2012, according 
to the International Transport Forum’s seasonally adjusted preliminary data. Total 
external trade by sea, measured in tonnes of goods carried, grew in the EU-28 to 
almost pre-crisis levels.
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Road fatalities reduced further in 2014
The 21st century has begun with the lowest levels of road deaths since systematic 
reporting began in most member countries of the International Transport Forum. Overall, 
the number of people killed on road in 2014 declined by 1.6% in the 35 countries for 
which provisional data are available, continuing the on-going positive trend observed.  
Part of this can be attributed to the economic recession. In countries with a low number 
of people killed on the roads, relatively small changes in fatalities have large impacts on 
figures for annual changes, as in the case of Iceland, Malta and Luxembourg.
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Albania   40 73.9   25 38.9 65 58.5   7 -41.7  378 053 10.6  75 778 5.4   263 -10.8   4 0.0   4 0.0
Armenia .. .. .. .. .. ..
Australia .. .. .. ..  883 949 -1.8  229 281 -3.0  13 400 -0.7  19 900 2.5  1 156 -2.6 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Austria  3 479 3.6  10 934 7.4 14 413 6.5  14 034 17.8   430 -5.5   57 -24.0  1 650 3.8  1 707 2.5
Azerbaijan  1 446 8.6  5 925 -10.6 7 371 -7.4   612 0.5  14 177 9.0   339 11.1 14 516 9.1  41 533 -52.6  3 324 -51.0  1 400 8.5  1 400 62.8  1 124 -3.4  4 125 -11.0  4 125 -11.0
Belarus
Belgium  487 711 -0.5  57 056 0.4   461 -13.0  3 007 2.6  4 709 0.1  7 716 1.1
Bosnia-Herzegovina .. .. .. .. .. ..
Bulgaria  2 557 7.6   882 1.4 3 439 5.9  1 702 -6.8  6 825 -5.1  21 097 5.2 27 922 2.5  2 316 -2.9  1 871 2.9  10 749 13.8   660 9.8   51 55.4   356 -5.2   407 -0.4
Canada  198 654 3.1  100 172 7.8 298 826 4.6  1 301 -2.9
Croatia   835 -11.4  1 284 4.8 2 119 -2.2   929 7.4  3 931 -8.2  5 449 12.4 9 380 2.7  29 325 26.0  4 469 -5.6   308 -15.8   11 20.0   31 -19.5   42 -11.6
Czech Republic  5 456 -1.5  9 070 8.0 14 526 4.2  7 795 2.5  16 820 9.2  37 272 -5.6 54 092 -1.5  192 923 17.2  21 576 10.8  1 576 0.6  4 350 5.4   688 5.2   15 154.9   11 -40.6   27 6.6
Denmark   123 16.0  1 788 9.2 1 911 9.6  5 226 -0.3  9 589 8.5  2 232 -25.6 11 821 -0.2  1 217 -0.3  141 699 5.8  22 487 14.2   183 -4.2 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Estonia   599 -11.4  2 654 -33.8 3 253 -30.6   282 25.3  1 598 0.3  4 988 13.4 6 586 9.9  21 135 7.3  4 019 7.3   78 -3.7 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Finland  6 336 -2.5  3 260 9.8 9 596 1.3  3 874 -4.4  15 219 0.6  2 507 4.7 17 726 1.2  54 706 1.0  106 237 2.7  13 185 -5.2  1 508 -2.1  2 425 -0.6   226 -12.4   136 12.2 .. ..   136 12.2
France  20 225 -0.3  11 984 2.2 32 209 0.6  75 079 -1.2  151 188 -3.0  8 365 -10.1 159 553 -3.4  148 697 -22.8 1 765 855 0.5  38 895 -13.6  7 073 0.0  34 407 0.7  3 388 3.7  4 797 -3.2  2 940 -0.5  7 737 -2.2
FYROM   2 -66.7   409 -1.4 411 -2.4   80 0.0  1 127 30.9  9 494 43.7 10 621 42.3   855 36.8 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Georgia  4 988 -9.7 4 988 -9.7   550 -6.0   655 1.4 655 1.4  83 689 31.5  6 352 30.8   511 -0.6 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Germany  56 387 -1.2  56 241 4.9 112 628 1.8  89 327 -0.1 3 036 773 2.9  264 615 4.1  3 357 0.5  11 206 1.6  47 887 -2.3  59 093 -1.6
Greece   51 41.2   285 41.2 336 41.2   766 1.5  11 689 2.2  3 038 -4.3 14 727 0.8  83 620 30.2  17 097 28.4   793 -9.8
Hungary  2 039 27.0  8 087 0.9 10 126 5.2  7 727 -1.5  9 598 4.0  27 746 4.4 37 344 4.3  71 762 19.2  24 329 29.8  1 170 0.0  2 800 11.1   626 5.9   11 241.8  1 497 -22.1  1 508 -21.6
Iceland .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  8 062 29.7   73 14.1   4 -73.3 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Ireland   99 2.1 99 2.1  1 695 8.2  96 363 29.7  18 430 45.9  1 200 6.2  2 400 10.1   197 3.7 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Italy  17 685 -7.1 17 685 -7.1  48 883 0.3  75 792 0.9 1 360 551 4.3  116 758 18.1  7 780 -2.9  25 380 -1.9
Japan  21 048 1.8 .. .. 21 048 1.8  416 040 1.8  416 040 .. .. .. 416 040 ..  781 508 5.5 4 674 281 3.1  43 700 4.3  20 200 -1.5  4 838 -6.1 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Korea .. .. .. .. 1 213 012 4.1  230 791 5.7  7 900 -0.2  14 600 2.1 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Latvia   315 10.1  19 125 -0.6 19 440 -0.5   649 -11.0  2 740 -2.2  10 929 9.1 13 669 6.6  1 075 5.1  12 928 16.8  3 655 -1.1   230 -4.2   710 2.9   212 18.4 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Lithuania  3 513 -3.6  10 794 11.3 14 307 7.2   372 -4.9  2 768 9.0  25 299 6.3 28 067 6.6  2 188 6.8  139 438 -10.5  11 873 -17.8   265 3.5   0 -33.3   0 -33.3
Luxembourg   23 -0.5   191 -0.5 214 -0.5   366 -4.9  38 147 5.9  3 315 11.0  1 320 -3.6   21 -32.3   284 -9.9   284 -9.9
Malta .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  5 281 16.3   415 19.6   11 -38.9 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Mexico  43 348 1.4  37 333 6.8 80 681 3.8  1 150 11.1  239 710 1.8 239 710 1.8  745 250 6.7  413 458 2.7  44 400 -1.4  19 300 1.2 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Moldova   200 69.5   979 -12.5 1 179 -4.7   256 -22.2  1 467 29.8  2 791 -10.8 4 258 0.0  24 765 -18.4  5 505 -23.1   324 9.8   1 40.0   1 40.0
Montenegro   94 -10.2 94 -10.2   76 3.5   122 82.1 122 82.1  13 048 5.1  1 324 5.9   65 -12.2 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Netherlands   424 3.7  3 973 2.1 4 397 2.2  20 005 5.0  387 835 -7.0  62 806 -2.5  12 768 2.1  28 295 2.5  41 063 2.4
New Zealand  4 492 -1.2 .. .. 4 492 -1.2 .. ..  258 256 21.6  5 184 -0.6  1 660 -0.6  1 940 4.9   297 17.4 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Norway  2 695 4.5  1 022 4.5 3 717 4.5  3 453 5.9  14 093 5.4  1 997 -7.0 16 090 3.7  144 202 1.4  5 445 -5.7   900 -6.2  2 900 -7.1   149 -20.7 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Poland  35 322 -2.3  14 694 0.1 50 016 -1.6  15 461 -0.5  99 347 16.4 99 347 16.4  282 359 -3.0  67 904 11.1  3 500 -3.8  10 940 -0.7  3 190 -4.7   807 -7.0   807 -7.0
Portugal  1 892 14.7   550 22.5 2 442 16.3  3 851 5.9  7 332 1.2  19 237 -4.7 26 569 -3.1  142 826 34.8  29 500 41.5  1 087 -0.5  4 420 1.9
Romania  9 458 -5.4  2 235 -5.4 11 693 -5.4  4 970 14.2  2 697 28.9  5 739 -11.6  8 436 -1.7
Russia 2 298 564 4.7 2 298 564 4.7  128 820 -7.0  246 358 -1.5  6 396 -9.8 252 754 -1.7 2 351 033 -23.6  195 164 -27.0  35 700 1.9  30 240 3.2  26 963 -0.2  72 195 -9.9  41 513 -8.1  113 708 -9.2
Serbia   617 21.0  2 370 -5.6 2 987 -1.1   453 -26.0   503 20.6  2 456 2.0 2 959 4.8   233 6.4  11 898 1.7  2 692 32.4   70 0.0   536 -17.5   92 -13.5   667 12.1   759 8.2
Slovakia   876 8.0  6 443 1.4 7 319 2.1  2 572 4.3  5 048 10.0  26 256 3.3 31 304 4.3  3 640 8.0   3   689 -2.1   693 -1.6
Slovenia   661 1.3  3 186 10.5 3 847 8.8   697 -8.4  2 062 9.1  14 211 1.3 16 273 2.3  54 086 4.1  7 706 7.2   450 -6.2  1 390 -1.4   108 -13.6 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Spain  7 558 8.2 7 558 8.2  23 754 6.1  128 188 1.0  67 577 2.8 195 765 1.6  878 776 18.8  135 297 26.1  4 613 -0.8  20 915 2.1 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Sweden  13 268 3.0  7 855 -0.3 21 124 1.7  12 027 1.4  29 548 -3.8  2 439 -13.3 31 987 -4.6  54 703 2.0  324 037 10.9  49 097 10.9  2 645 -3.8  3 723 -1.5   277 6.5 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Switzerland  11 057 0.4 11 057 0.4  18 819 2.5  304 083 -2.0  33 405 2.4  2 694 -3.9  2 699 2.8   243 -9.7   42 -12.3   1 4.0   43 -11.9
Turkey  11 107 8.5   496 -2.6 11 603 7.9  4 393 16.4  234 492 4.7 234 492 4.7  102 988 3.6  585 814 -10.5  182 277 -8.5  1 916 3.2  17 430 4.2  3 530 -4.2 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Ukraine
United Kingdom  22 143 -1.2 22 143 -1.2  61 768 4.4  499 300 2.1 2 438 340 9.6  38 548 -31.0  9 230 -2.1  16 710 3.0  1 250 0.6
United States 2 703 894 6.2 2 703 894 6.2  10 742 -2.0 4 834 333 1.1  381 800 1.7

EU *  211 325 -1.0  175 515 3.0 386 841 0.7  403 811 1.8  503 490 2.5  278 643 1.2 782 133 2.1  843 634 -3.5 12 099 878 5.4 1 023 781 7.4  42 062 -1.7  131 890 1.0  16 729 -0.8  35 567 2.7  94 089 -1.8  129 656 -0.6
OECD * 3 190 943 5.5  280 219 5.2 3 471 162 5.4  851 087 1.8 1 391 561 20.0  217 866 -0.4 1 609 427 16.8 6 556 884 1.0 20 727 944 4.1 2 092 534 3.6  540 202 1.2  230 149 1.2  25 490 -2.7  32 849 0.9  87 964 -1.0  120 813 -0.5


