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Discovery enriches us and expands our horizon. A new luxury leisure destination
has emerged in the tea garden belt of north-east Bangladesh, which awaits your
discovery.

Now you don't need to travel abroad every time you wish to unwind. DuSai
Resort & Spa is the first luxurious 5 star standard boutique villa type Resort & Spa,
nestled on 14 acres of rolling hills land with mini valleys and dotted with
thousands of age old trees, flanked by a 1000 feet long serpentine lake and two
large fish ponds on either side, just beside the largest concentration of tea
gardens of Bangladesh in Moulvibazar District in the greater Sylhet region.

At DuSai, love is all you need because everything else in our luxury
Resort is included.. .

Room amenities and facilities include:

Individually controlled VRF Air-conditioning System
In-room tea & coffee making facility
Free high speed Wi-Fi internet access
32"LED TV with cable TV channels
Electronic safe
Mini Bar (non alcoholic)
Fully equipped bathroom (with hair dryer)
Bath robes, Sleepers, Prayer mat & Umbrella

Indulge in Fine Dining...

A large culinary selection awaits you at DuSai's Banana Leaf Restaurant. Here you
can indulge in a variety of palates prepared by our multi-disciplinary Specialty
Chefs. The restaurant ambience is set by the landscaped garden on one side and
the four story high Atrium of the Main Hotel on the other side.

Our culinary philosophy involves taking the time to truly enjoy the moments, the
aromas and the flavors that surround you.

Thai Inspired Spa...
Relinquish all your worries and stress by succumbing to an oasis of spa escapes.

Today a Resort and a Spa are synonymous. There cannot be a resort without a spa.
To relax and rejuvenate yourself while on vacation, you may take a walk down to
our purpose-built spa, Armana Spa, set on the edge of a hilltop facing the valley
housing the golf driving range below. Here you will discover a sanctuary for mind,
body and soul when you lay down for various specialty spa rituals with true
distinct essence using botanical products and essential oils & creams. Or you may
prefer a very relaxing foot massage. We promise that our spa service & facility will
help you discover a sense of ease and calm.

If Thailand is acclaimed for its spa offerings, Armana Spa will provide the same
acclaimed experience. Unlike most, this spa is managed and operated by a
professional spa operating company from Thailand.

A unique multi-dimension Pool

Take a dip into our uniquely designed three-tiered swimming pool with an open air
Jacuzzi and wash away all your anxieties. The pool is based inside a beautiful small
valley surrounded by 30 foot high hills on three sides and two large fish ponds on
one side.

This three-tiered swimming pool features:

An open-air Jacuzzi having a separate wooden deck on
the top layer
A 70' long infinity-edged pool with the sunken-pool cafe
in the middle layer
and a 50' long lap-pool at the bottom layer
Adjacent to the pool is the gymnasium with separate male
and female steam bath facility

Journey to DuSai.. .

For nearly three years we have walked many miles to bring you this world class
resort. Now it's for you to cross the last mile to discover DuSai Resort & Spa, which
we feel would be...

Beyond your Thoughts
Beyond your Perception
Beyond your Expectation
Beyond your Imagination

Beyond it ALL
Corporate Office: DuSai Resort & Spa:
9/Flr., Erectors House | 18 Kemal Ataturk Avenue | Banani C/A | Dhaka-1213 | Bangladesh Srimangal Road | Niteshwar | Giashnagar | Moulvi Bazar | Bangladesh

Landline: +880 2 9880103-5 | Hotline: +880 1617 005511 | E-mail: info@dusairesorts.com Telephone: +880 861 64100 | E-mail: rsvn@dusairesorts.com
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Dear Passenger,

It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you onboard
Biman Bangladesh Airlines, your home in the air. Biman
aims to ensure that its passengers’ in-flight experience
is enjoyable and comfortable. The influence of traditional
Bengali hospitality is felt on each Biman flight you take
through the personal service and attention to detail provided
by dedicated and professional cabin staff. The airline
is committed to continuous improvements in service to
provide an even more pleasurable and comfortable flying
experience. We have just recruited more than hundred
bright, gracious, young cabin crew for service upgradation.

One of the most pleasing aspects of our ‘Frequent Flyer
Programme’ is that it provides us with the opportunity to
award our valued customers. By becoming a member of the
‘Loyalty Club’, you can easily earn miles and redeem ‘Award
Tickets' on Biman flights. Alongside this, you will also benefit
with the various services e.g., priority check-in, priority
boarding, special baggage allowance, airport lounge access
and much more. Please register for Loyality Club by visiting
our website. We have introduced ‘Option Town' facility for
our esteemed customers. Now, you can avail the chance to
upgrade your Economy Class ticket to Business Class. Visit
our website www.biman-airlines.com and follow instructions.
We are happy that this year Biman will carry a record 50,000
(approx.) pilgrims from Bangladesh to perform the religious
rituals Holy Hajj, the largest Muslim congregation of the world,
by our newly acquired brand new Boeing 777-300ER.

As we celebrate the spirit of this festive season, I
would like to invite you to visit Bangladesh to experience
a fascinating land and its enchanting beauty during
monsoon. The lovely hibiscus and the ornamental magnolia
adorn the hedgerows during this season. As always, on
behalf of all employees of Biman Bangladesh Airlines, I
thank you very much for being with us.

REGISTER
WITH ‘BIMAN
LOYALTY GLUB’
FOR VALUED
SERVIGES

A M Mosaddique Ahmed
Managing Director & CEO

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
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Bihanga means...

...a bird in Bangla. It is often used in literary writings.
As Biman Bangladesh Airlines is being reborn,
reinvented and soaring to new heights, we felt this
was the most symbolic name for Biman's new
in-flight magazine, and so will our customers.
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News

Updates and facilities to make
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BIMAN SIGNS AGREEMENT WITH
DEUTSCHE BAHN

Now avail Deutsche Bahn (DB)/German Rail ticket on
special rates connecting to/from Biman Bangladesh Airlines
Frankfurt flights with immediate effect. Inform your travel
agent or the local Biman office to book your rail segments
(9B) / ticket (FRA-QYG-FRA) at the time of e-ticket issuance
of your flights to/from Frankfurt under the same PNR.

Recently, Biman Bangladesh Airlines has signed an IET
agreement with 9B (Deutsche Bahn -DB). It is an unilateral
ticketing agreement-Biman will only issue tickets on

9B services and they (9B) will never issue tickets on BG
services. Rail ticket is not required for passengers up to
five years. Other child passengers, 6 to 11 years of age,
need rail ticket print out or checked-in through Internet
but transportation will be free.

The DB rail tickets are valid between “Railway Germany”
(QYG) and any German airport on all regular services

of Deutsche Bahn (DB) network except ICE-Sprinter,
CityNightLine (CNL), Thalys, Motorail (AutoZug)
trains/services.
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¥’ | NEW THINKING.

HYUNDAI I NEW POSSIBILITIES.

HYUNDAI MOTORS BANGLADESH LTD.

Dhaka: 206/1-207/1, Bir Uttam Mir Shawkat Sarak, Bhaka- 1208, Bangladesh
M: 01199800110, 01199800119,01199800108, 01730044666

Chittagong: 334, Sk. Mujib Road, Agrabad, Chittagong- 4100, Bangladesh
M:01199700453,01199700103

www.hyundaimotorbd.com

“f hyundaimotorsbd
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SAFETY IS PARAMOUNT FOR BIMAN

Biman is now an IATA Operational Safety Audit (IOSA) registered airline. To become
IOSA registered airline, Biman conformed to all IOSA standards. IATA accredited Audit
Organisations (AO) conduct audits against all IOSA Standards and Recommended

Practices to verify an airline’s conformity. There are 08 (Eight) Audit Organisations
worldwide accredited by IATA. To retain IOSA registration, an IOSA registered airline
has to undergo renewal audits once every two years.

To be an IOSA operator, a carrier maintains internationally accepted levels of safety
and security and this audit is really a great achievement for Biman. As an improvement
process, IATA has published new enhanced standards and new audit model, named
Enhanced-IOSA, which will be effective on September 1, 2015. This will be a giant leap
from present IOSA programme. Biman has already started implementing new IOSA
requirements. ‘Safety is paramount in Biman' is not only a slogan, but a reality.
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CITY BANK-BIMAN
SIGN AGREEMENT
City Bank recently signed
a Merchant Acquiring
Agreement with Biman
Bangladesh Airlines. Under

this agreement, City Bank American
Express card members will now

be able to purchase air tickets

from Biman through their cards
from Biman's own sales outlet

in Bangladesh.

Mashrur Arefin, DMD and COO of
City Bank and Mohammad Shah
Newaz, Director, Marketing &
Sales, Biman Bangladesh Airlines,
signed the agreement on behalf
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of their respective organisations.
Among others Majharul Islam,
Head of Cards; Nazmul Karim,
Head of Brand from City Bank,
and Md. Shafiqul Islam, Deputy
General Manager, Sales, from
Biman Bangladesh Airlines, and
other senior officials from both
organisations were also present.
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OCEAN PARADISE

Hotel&Resort

A 4
Cox’s Bazar

where has]aitaLEtU an Lw(urU awatt

A luxurious five star hotel

OCEAN PARADISE
MWatel & Navmrk
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Located at the longest unbroken sea baach on earth at Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh, Qcean Paradise Hotel & Resort (s the perfect destination for
your next trip. Whether business or vacation, with the largest and sound-prool ball-room and conference halls equipped with modern AV, &
roof top restaurant with a panoramic view of Cox's Baraar, a multi-culsine restaurant, a theme bar and many more, this is your perfect
destination. The main attraction, sea s Just so walking distance from premise, you can even enjoy the breeze from your balcony anytime. Also
the other historical attractions like 100ft Buddha statue, few monasteries of ancient times, even pristine nature of so long, all are nearby. With
a brigade of hand-picked chefs and service personals, with modern facilities, this hotel is not just a hotel, but your anather hame away from

your homae.

Lecation: Plot na, 28-29, Hotel Motel Zone, Kolatoli, Cox's Bazar,
E-mall: reservation@oceanparadisehotel.com, webswww.oceanparadisehotel com

Recreational Facilities: Restaurant Bar & Lounge Meeting & Events:

«  Walking distance to the beach « "Curry Leal"- Multl Culsine Restaurant « ‘Captain Cox'- Grand Ballroom

+  Fitness centred outdoar swimming pool « "Sky Bar"= Fun Food & Grill = ‘Arakan & Shah Shuza'= Meeting Rooms
+  SpafSauna and steam rooms = “Kaolatoll’ - Lobby Cafe = Sunset Terraoe - Multipurpose

= Suites with Jacuzd « - 'Hig' - Sea View Temrace Bar Bancuet Facility, Sea wiew.

+  Sightseeing tours 1o Inand, Himchoe Beach + ‘Faham Shisha Cornr’ - Roof Top

& ather histasical sites

For booking please contact: Cox's Bazar Office : Phone: (+88) 0341 52370 - 79, Mobile: (+88) 0193884676267
Dhaka Office: (+28) 02 8415397, Mobile: (+88) 01932846770, 01938846811
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BIMAN LAUNCHES ADVANCE SEAT
RESERVATION

To make room for an ever-increasing number of
passengers, Biman has introduced Advance Seat
Reservation (ASR) to help passengers choose their
preferred seat in the airlines while they book their

tickets. It is a part of the carrier's commitment to provide
customers with the highest standards of comfort and
reliability. Though this facility is available today for people
going for web-booking only, it will be introduced through

travel agents shortly.

8 . Ipies™ P56 et v Facar [T
TR AR T SRel IR s e w SR Snree H
RS (q@eters) | ate T BRG @ TER QT QAR
SR A=CAE AP AR 0 e AR | 9] S g7
IR TAID N T € AMG AT FHAED (Feq afeerfoaz
G T | SR 9B FHRY G QY SER-(RR GF (R AT,
1 6 SfEres W3 G|l Gited QrersmR IR 9 et 703 |

SPECIAL MEAL SELECTION

Biman presents its new initiative for servicing

the customers better. You can now go

through our website to preselect the type of

meal that will be made available on-board.

The initial choices which will be made

available are diabetic meals, vegetarian meals,
Asian vegetarian meal, child meal and Moslem meal. This
service is already available when buying Biman tickets from
our sales counters.
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BIMAN LOYALTY CLUB GOES ONLINE
TERGE e, ftw T, ofme i T=, freom T g3 Biman Loyalty Club (Frequent Flyer Programme) is now

e et | A T I G SS9 (A e B a fully online programme, having three tiers - Green,
PR, ©4F2 92 (T (TS 2MTE | Silver and Gold. It doesn't have any enrollment fees
and passengers just need to log in and enroll for their
membership. Once a passenger starts travelling, he/she will
get the mileage on the journeys made. With a membership of over 8,000,
BLC is getting popular with each passing day and members have started
redeeming their mileage points for different purpose. The members also
get a monthly club statement via email.
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Breakfast Menu

A range of fresh fruit juice offered in addition
to sodas, cheese omelette, sautéed mushroom,
croissant, fresh roll, butter, jam, tea and coffee.
Lunch Menu

Garden salad with freshly picked seasonal
vegetables.

Main Course

Chicken curry served with most unique
fragrant rice from the nation’s own harvest,
assorted seasonal vegetable sauteed, garnished
with lemon and green chilli.

Dessert

Rice pudding flavoured with rose water and
garnished with fresh scrambled nuts.

Dinner Menu

Salad

Fruit salad with freshly picked seasonal fruit.
Main Course

Lamb curry served with fine grain rice cooked
with moong dal, assorted seasonal vegetable
sauteed, garnished with green chilli, butter-naan
(in tandoor).

Dessert

Caramel custard garnished with canned peach.
* Complementary beverage is served with all
meals, and is available anytime on request.

IN-FLIGHT SERVICES

Biman has designed all menus to reflect the fresh, innovative cuisine of Bangladeshi
culture with Western flare. Enjoy the comfort and service on-board your next flight.
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Effective January 1st, Biman has introduced new menus on all flights. Featuring selected dishes created by renowned
English-Bangladesh Chef Tommy Miah these changes will upgrade and improve the meal standards in both Economy and
Business Class. We're especially excited about our long-haul Business Class where we are launching a full 4 course menu
that includes new starters, 4 choices of main course and a new cheese tray as well as a dessert trolley.
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Send your feedback to: customerrelations@bdbiman.com
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Biman Bangladesh Airlines provides quick & efficient check-in, advance check-in, lounge access, and handling facilities for
unaccompanied minor. It provides cargo services worldwide, besides offering Ground Handling facilities to all the airports in
Bangladesh. For duty free products, check the brochure available on the flight.
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Some interesting facets to charm
your travel experience
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Singapore Shopping Festival

Shopping can add a much needed zing in your travels, and one can literally shop

till they drop at the Singapore Shopping Festival. To be held till July 28, 2014,
shopkeepers lower their prices to attract more visitors while offering a wide range
of products. Pick up high-end purchases at Orchard Road which boasts of branded
labels, and then move on to Plaza Singapura in the East to Tanglin Mall in the west.
One can also shop at the civic and financial district centre or head to Marina Square
Mall. Holland Village is also quite popular with tourists as it offers a wide range of
antiques, gifts, and music and art goodies. You can even visit the street shops at
Lucy Plaza, Mustafa or Far East Plaza for electronics items.




Rome hosts exhibition on Frida Kahlo

An exhibition of noted Mexican painter Frida Kahlo’s work is being
held at Scuderie del Quirinale in Rome. Open to visitors since March
20, the exhibition will be held till August end. Visitors are invited

to lose themselves in the vibrant colours of her works, her mystic
symbolism and the depths of her life. The exhibition at the Quirinal
Stables explores Frida Kahlo's artistic career from start to finish.
Bringing together her absolute masterpieces from the most important
public and private collections in Mexico, Europe and the United

States: over 40 fabulous portraits and self-portraits.
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Enjoy Notting Hill Carnival

An annual event in Notting Hill, London, the carnival is held
in August on the bank holiday weekend. This year it will be
held on August 24 and 25. The streets of West London come
alive with colour as participants don vibrant hued costumes
and parade on the streets. There is much revelry and people
enjoy the street party while gorging on London's famed
street food. Sunday is Children’s Day and kid-friendly floats
are the order of the day. Monday is for adults.
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The streets of
West London
come alive

with colour as
participants don
vibrant hued
costumes and
parade on the
streets. There

is much revelry

the street party
while gorging on
street food.

-
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The expo serves
food products
from all over the
world including
baked goods,
beverages,
processed food,
snacks, instant
food, etc.
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Food Expo in Hong Kong

If you love food, Hong Kong Food Expo 2014 is the place to
be. Check out the latest food trends at this annual foodies'
delight. From luxury gourmet items to favourite teatime
snacks, this food-lovers' festival offers a chance to sample
international cuisines and enjoy demonstrations by top
celebrity chefs.

It is organised by HKTDC and is a popular summer event
which takes place at the HKCEC. Featuring a trade hall and
a public hall, the expo serves a wide variety of quality food
products from all over the world including bakery products,
beverages, snacks, processed food, instant food, etc. Tickets
available at the venue, Hong Kong Ticketing, designated
7-Eleven and Circle K convenience stores. For more details,
log on to www.hktdc.com/ex/hkfoodexpo/public/1
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Shadowland By Pilobolus Event details

Pilobulus, a dance company founded by a group of Buy tickets at: www.tixbox.com
Dartmouth College students in 1971, is known to break Date: August 8-16, 2014

down the traditional barriers of dance and theatre. Their

Venue: ICC Hall, Abu Dhabi National

groundbreaking new performance is best described as part

] Exhibition Centre, Abu Dhabi —\
shadow act, part dance, part circus and part concert, and are : The group's
set to perform in Abu Dhabi in August. As the first theatrical groundbreaking
. . . 3(\3% m performance is
event of its kind to tour the globe, their act Shadowland best described
incorporates multiple moving screens of different sizes R fF7: www.tixbox.com_(2= aep Sff,fﬁiiil”
and shapes to create an evening-length performance that ©Ifge: b-su 91795, 2058 part circus and
. . part concert,
merges projected images and front-of-screen choreography. T SRR e, g A v iR gni 2/111 gsrf;{n
Shadowland is a universal and intimately portrayed TR, =g 4R e
9, ugust.

experience that is both intensely dramatic and comedic. —
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Running from

July 5-27,

2014, the 101
edition of Tour
de France will
consist of 21
stages and will
cover a total
distance of

3,664 km.

Tour de France zips through London
This year, Tour de France, a multiple stage bicycle race
that is mainly held in France will pass through London.
The world’s top cyclists will zip past Buckingham Palace,
Houses of Parliament ending at The Mall. After setting off
from Yorkshire on July 5, the Tour de France Grand Depart
will arrive in London on July 7.
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Snoopy Art Exhibition

Date: July 16-August 12, 2014
Time: 10 am to 10 pm

Venue: Harbour City, Hong Kong
(free admission)

Oiffd: S0 GEAIZ-32 95, 2058
Iz AFIE S0bT - AS Sob!
(S: TR FfD, =R, 2! Ramgey

Snoopy, the beloved canine character from Peanuts, an American comic strip, will soon be a part
of an art exhibition in Hong Kong. Head to Harbour City to see the popular Beagle in various
forms of art. Yoshiteru Otani, a Japanese artist best known for his Peanuts-inspired work, together
with other outstanding Japanese artists, will transform Snoopy into huge art installations,
calligraphy and Japanese crafts. The Gateway Arcade, Harbour City will also display an array of
artist-designed dog houses and walk the audience through the dream world of Snoopy.

18July-Aug 2014
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SAREES SALWAR SUITS

95B, Park Street
Kolkata - 700 016

4006 8006

Tel: 2564 0265

SAR[E WORICI

Cotton & Traditional Sarees

—RETAIL & WHOLESALE—

3, Loudon Street, Kolkata- 17
Tel : 2280 3836

sareeworldkol@hotmail.com
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C 1t y hfe By: Salman Saeed - ‘ . ’
The capital city
of Bangladesh,

Dhaka, has many
splendours that
delight travellers
from across the

world for the kind of IRTNTCNT IS TIFT FAMG WWW IRRIGI) WW&@E J
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ESSENCE
Nothing seems
to stand still.
Even the art
moves, paraded
on the back of
the city's sea
l of rickshaws.
e Dhaka exudes
A arich cultural
heritage.
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We cannot guarantee
you'll fall for Dhaka's
‘many charms, but
sooner or later you
will start to move to
its beat, and when
that happens, Dhaka
stops being a un-
known ride. It starts
becoming a cauldron
of art and intellect,
passion and poetry,
love and much more.
You will never forget
this experience.
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haka is more than just a city. It

welcomes everyone with open arms.

The city has its own set of charms. It

is brimming with energy. Millions of

individual pursuits constantly churn
together into a frenzy of collective activity — it is an
urban melting pot bubbling over. Nothing seems to
stand still. Even the art moves, paraded on the back
of the city’s sea of rickshaws. Dhaka exudes a rich
cultural heritage with buildings, places and people
making it an attractive city to explore.

Mpyriad city moods

It does not matter how many times you visit this city,
the sensation of being utterly overwhelmed is always
present. Sights and experiences come at you so thick
and fast that it would take a lifetime to know this mega-
city's every mood. A day can be spent alternating
between the riverbanks of Old Dhaka and the swish
restaurants of Gulshan seeing the unique characters
of this part of the world. We cannot guarantee you'll
fall for Dhaka’s many charms, but sooner or later you
will start to move to its beat, and when that happens,
Dhaka stops being a unknown ride. It starts becoming
a cauldron of art and intellect, passion and poetry,
love and much more. Whatever happens, this is one
fairground ride you will never forget.

It is said that a river or sea adjoining a city adds

life. Sadarghat river port proves that point. On the
banks of River Buriganga, one must connect with the
amazing scenes of life. Stretch your vision and boats
of different kinds will be seen all around. The paddle
steamer service available here was introduced during
the colonial period. The river connects to many towns
on its route.

Interesting places to visit
Dhaka is a big city and within a short span of
time, you can see a few places. One is home to a
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300-year-old market, Shankaria Bazaar. It is known
for its vibrant splash of colours, craziness and
cacophony. Numerous crafts can be seen through
tiny workshops tucked away in narrow alleyways.
Look out for kite makers, jewellers, tombstone
engravers and artists painting various images.
Shankaria Bazaar is in Old Dhaka, a 10-minute walk
northwest of the Sadarghat Boat Terminal.

Nonetheless, a visit to the new market is essential
if you are searching for jewellery, bookshops, ready-
made garments, household items, etc. Established
during the 1950s, it was the oldest one-stop
shopping complex housing fresh fish, fruits, meat
and vegetables. This market is said to be the best
source for fresh produce among Bangladesh’s
affluent society. There are even modern markets
and shopping complexes in the city to explore.

The city is culturally vibrant and has had its share
of royalty. To the south of Shankaria Bazaar is Ahsan
Mangzil on Ahsanullah Road, also known as the Pink
Palace. This is an apt place to relax and spend some
quality time as cultural events are sometimes held
in the gardens. Here you can also witness how

the Bangladeshi elite used to live. This palace was
once home to the wealthy Dhaka Nawab family.
The building is full of grand ballrooms, snooker

halls and river-view bedrooms. It also offers a good
spot to sit quietly and get away from the riverside
mayhem. Now a museum, it gives an insight about

\l

LEGENDS SAY THAT DHAKA GOT ITS NAME
FROM DHAKESWARI TEMPLE THAT DATES
BACK TO THE 11" CENTURY
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Secrets of
Ahsan Manzil
e Situated on
Ahsanullah
Road, Ahsan
Manzil is also
known as the
Pink Palace

e An apt place
to relax and
spend quality
time

e Palace was
once home to
the wealthy
Dhaka Nawab
family

e Cultural
events are held
in the gardens
e Provides key
insight into lives
of Bengal rulers
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On the banks of
River Buriganga, one
must connect with
the amazing scenes
of life. Stretch your
vision and boats of
different kinds will
be seen all around.
The paddle steamer
service available
here was introduced
during the colonial
period. The river
connects to many
towns on its route.
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the life of Bengal rulers during the British Raj. It is
a must visit place in Dhaka.

Established in 1921, Dhaka University is the
oldest university in the country. Surrounded

by lush beautiful grounds, it has libraries, art
galleries and cafés, and is a great spot to take a
book or chat with the friendly students looking to
practice their English.

Lalbagh Fort is also something to look out for.
Established in 1678, the building remains as

an outstanding monument among many. It

has a small three-domed elegant mosque, the
mausoleum of Bibi Pari. When the fort was built,
the river Buriganga used to flow quite close to
the Lalbagh fort to the south.

Historically, Dhaka has always welcomed people.
Looking at its history, the Armenian Church
holds much importance. It is believed that in

the 17th century, Armenians came to Dhaka and
families started relocating themselves to the
older part of the city. Later, this place came to be
known as Armanitola. Built in 1781, the church
has a balcony with wooden seating available for
100 people. One can also include Dhakeswari
temple in the itinerary. It is the oldest Hindu
temple in Dhaka dating back to the 11™ century.
According to legends, the word ‘Dhaka’ came
from the name of this temple where followers
throng everyday in large numbers.
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“ Get spellbound by
the picturesque Al Jahili
Fort, one of the UAE'’s
most historic buildings.
An Al Ain landmark,

the fort has been carefully
restored. It now houses
a permanent exhibition
of the work of British
adventurer Sir Wilfred
Thesiger.
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st glimpse of
1 Al Magta Fort as
Al Maqgtaa Bridge
ds Abu Dhabi Island. The fort
ndgff bandits and
s a wonderful contrast to
odern bridge next to it.

Images: Abu Dhabi Tourism & Culture Authority
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e Using henna to decorate the
skin is popular with female visitors
to Abu Dhabi. Generally, Arabic
henna features large, floral patterns
and this form of body art is painless
and washes off in a week.
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Sheikh Zayed Mosque i®ne of the
Worlrgest mosques, with a capacity
to accommodate 40,000 worshippers. It
features 82 domes, over 1,000 columns,
24 carat gold gilded chandeliers and the
world'silargest hand knotted carpet.
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“ Corniche Road spreads across
an impressive 8 km of manicured
waterfront, clocking almost
30,000-50,000 visitors every month.
It has three separate sections for
families, singles and general public.
It has been awarded the coveted
Blue Flag status.
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The serving of traditional
Arabic coffee (ghahwa) is a social
ritual. Local coffee comes blended
with cardamom and saffron, served
in tiny, handle-less cups.
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” Sir Bani Yas is a destination alive with
wildlife and adventure activities, a b-star
boutique hotel, luxury villas, purpose-built
stables and historical sites. It is one of the eight
which make up the Desert Islands in Al Gharbia.
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c Wadi Adventures is a man-made whitewater
rafting, kayaking and surf facility at the foothills
of Jebel Hafeet. The park’s 3.3 m man-made surf
wave is world'’s largest, and its 1.7 km kayaking
channel network is the world’s longest.
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Biman connects Dhaka-Abu Dhabi with
five weekly flights via Chittagong.
(www.biman-airlines.com)
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Perched atop the mighty Himalayan range,
S ( : a e O Kathmandu guarantees to mesmerise you with its
cultural, historical and gastronomical offerings
Kathmandu By: Ramya JS D’Rozario
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ntricately carved temples, flapping

Buddhist prayer flags, taxis whizzing

past you down narrow winding

streets, Kathmandu takes charge

of you upfront. Capital of Nepal,
Kathmandu is 1,350 m above sea level. It is
a city where its historical past seamlessly
blends with the present. Along with its
sister cities, Lalitpur Patan and Bhaktapur
have been labelled together as ‘'Kathmandu
Valley-UNESCO World Heritage Site’.

Past Glory

Kathmandu Valley’s location was always
geographically significant since it was
situated on the trade route connecting
India and China. Its architecture and
monuments have been heavily influenced
by both Hinduism and Buddhism.

Located in the old part of Kathmandu,
Durbar Square represents the traditional
side of the city. An area of palaces, there
are heritage buildings from the earlier
kingdoms in Nepal, the earliest being
the Licchavi Dynasty. It is best to put
on walking shoes and wander around
the terraced platforms. The inner part of
the square houses the Hanuman Dhoka,
a complex of palatial structures where
the royal family had stayed till 1886.
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Pottery making
at Bhaktapur

Among Bhaktapur's
many legacies is
pottery, a cottage
industry and family
occupation for
those who stay

in the area called
'Pottery Square'
within Bhaktapur
Durbar Square
premises. The spot
is among the major
tourist attraction.
One can even

opt for pottery-
making workshops
wherein one can
get a hands-on
experience of this
ancient art. So one
can make piggy
banks, water jugs,
clay cups, bowls,
idols, etc.

ESSENCE
Situated 1,350 m
above sea level
in the Himalayan
range,
Kathmandu is
a city where
its historical
past seamlessly
blends with the
present.
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Kasthamandap is one of the prominent temples
in Kathmandu, it is also the origin of the city's
name. The temple is built in the pagoda style
from the 16 century. Pashupatinath Temple is
another famous Hindu temple dedicated to Lord
Shiva. Also built in a pagoda style with cubic
architecture, the temple is grand with its four
main doors covered with silver sheets.

Among the prominent Buddhist sites,
Boudhanath and Swayambhu attract numerous
tourists. The latter has a large stupa, spherical
in shape that seems to glisten like gold at night
when illuminated in yellow light.

Gear up for adventure
Kathmandu is often the ground zero for a number

of trekking and camping trips. Various groups fafife | 510 &«= THCF R P17 vMF MG
offer a variety of itineraries and some even Gt g Arefs amfaest |

customise it to suit your needs. The landscape

is known for its rugged appeal, providing a A IR (@ WA FICTR A [ e
cold terrain for man to conquer. Trek past deep AHHCE AFHT FCI BTAACR JAIR 8 TG | FAGLS
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Thamel is a tourist

district, often looked
upon as a ‘ghetto’. A
‘haven for low-budget
travellers, it is a full
Wi-Fi zone. The
epicentre for tourists,
its narrow streets are
outlined by the many
shops that house
travel agents, budget
hotels, restaurants,
etc. There are even
boutique cafes and
craft shops that
bring about an old
world charm.
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icy gorges, high altitude vegetation, visiting
monasteries and even taking a dip in hot water
springs. The experience is out of this world.

Must-eat spots

Kathmandu is any food aficionado’s delight as

it offers a tempting combination of a variety

of cuisines. For authentic Nepali cuisine, try
Thakali Bhanncha for the typical Nepali Dhal Bhat
where healthy and wholesome vegetarian meals
are available at modest prices. You can even

visit Yak Restaurant to sample the simple yet
delicious Himalayan cooking. Do try the local beer
accompanied with a plate of hot fried momos.

Thamel

Thamel is a tourist district of the city, often
looked upon as a ‘ghetto’. A haven for low-
budget travellers, this part of the city is a full
Wi-Fi zone. The epicentre for tourists, its narrow
streets are outlined by the many shops that
house travel agents, budget hotels, restaurants,
etc. There are even boutique cafes and craft
shops that bring about an old world charm.

A time to splurge

Kathmandu is a shoppers delight as one can
pick up Tibetan Thanka paintings, pottery,
woodcarvings, metal statues among others.
Khukuri knives that are traditional knives
used by Nepalese Gorkhas are also available.
Silver jewellery, carpets, masks and traditional
handicrafts are also some of the items one can
bring back home.

Biman connects Dhaka-Kathmandu
with six weekly flights
(www.biman-airlines.com)
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SWAYAMBHU WITH A LARGE STUPA,

SPHERICAL IN SHAPE, THAT GLISTENS

LIKE GOLD AT NIGHT AND ATTRACTS

NUMEROUS TOURISTS
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Living
goddess

e In this land
of gods, a pre-
pubescent girl
from the royal
Newar Shakya
clan is chosen
as the ‘Royal
Kumari'.

e A custom
dating as far
back as the
17 century,
the kumari is
idolised and
worshipped by
many

® Seated in the
Kumari Ghar,
she dons red
garments with
an ‘eye’ painted
on her forehead
e Catching a
glimpse of the
royal kumari is
said to bring
good fortune.
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ESSENCE
Nigel Hughes’
first trip to
Bangladesh was
not a planned
one, but that still
left an indelible
mark on his
consciousness
which brings
him back to
this country
even now.
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t would not be completely wrong to say

that people come to Bangladesh with a

notion of their own but return to their

land leaving behind a piece of their heart

right here. That is what exactly happened
when geologist Nigel Hughes came here when
he was just 18 years old. He recalls, “It was my
first visit to Dhaka in the summer of 1982 and it
was amazing. The tour happened when I was
in high school. A friend who had relatives in
Bangladesh involved me with some social work
in Dhaka. I became interested and made my
first visit that still remains a nostalgic journey.
In fact, surprisingly, the airline I flew was Biman
Bangladesh Airlines.”

It was his first journey by air. He says, “I enjoyed
flying immensely. The Biman staff were all
charming. It was incredibly exciting to leave the
UK by air and to arrive in what seemed to be a
different world.”

Tryst with Bengal

According to Hughes, his experience with
Bangladesh has been both wonderful and
challenging. He narrates, “Way back then, I was
staying on Eskaton Road and I could walk all over
Dhaka. The area around the Sonargaon Hotel
was almost like a village. People were extremely
hospitable, kind, and interested in me. I was
able to visit a mosque for the first time and ride
on the rocket steamer down to Chandpur. We
went down first class but came back in a deck
passage, which was much more fun. Of course
being in Bengal, I was soon asked to sing, which
Tlove to do, but this is a very rare request in the
west. I learned my first words of Bangla on the
Buriganga that evening.”

During the initial part of his trip to the East, he
spent two weeks in Dhaka. He fell in love with
Rabindra Sangeet once he heard it for the first
time. He says, “I became familiar with the names
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of both Rabindranath Tagore and Kazi Nazrul
Islam. The beauty and subtlety of the music
made a deep impression on me, and [ wanted to
find out more about it and these extraordinary
people.” So four years later, after completing

his undergraduate degree in Geology, he went
to Shantiniketan for eight months to study the
Bengali foreign casual course. “I again visited
Dhaka on the way back to the UK and remember
songs I sang with the rickshaw-wallahs as we
peddled back to the airport! It took me a long
time to adjust back to life in the UK after all

the colour and texture of Bengal. I never fully
recovered,” he shares.

Even now, he comes over to give lectures in
universities and for science organisations with
support from the American Center and the
British Council. He says, “I find Bangladesh

to be a particularly welcoming place, with its
people prepared to go that extra mile to pursue
their interests and passions, and so deeply
appreciative of any efforts made by visitors.”

Culturally beautiful

Bangladesh has so much of natural beauty

and this perhaps, I feel, needs to be preserved,
he adds. A couple of years ago he went to
Mymensingh to sample waters from the local
river as part of a worldwide project on the
chemistry of chromium in river waters. He
informs, “We stopped in a small school in Tangail
where we did some programmes about science
and then enjoyed various performances by the
children. I was astonished, as always, by the
extraordinary talent that is present everywhere
in Bangladesh, by the poise and self confidence
of the children and by their innate sense of comic
timing. Bengalis are particularly gifted, thanks to
their unique culture. It is so moving to find that
this is reaffirmed every time I visit, and appears
surprisingly fresh each time.
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BANGLADESH IS A WELCOMING
PLACE WITH PASSIONATE AND

LOVEABLE PEOPLE
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Nigel'’s Bangla
journey

e He first visited
Dhaka in the
summer of

1982. The tour
happened when
he was in the
high school

e The beauty
and subtlety of
music made a
deep impression
on him and he
got interested in
finding out more
about it

e He found
people in
Bangladesh
extremely
hospitable, kind,
and interested in
knowing him.
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The spirit of
Ramada

Ramadan is the ninth month
of the Islamic calendar and is A
considered the holiest out of
the twelve months

By: Salman Saeed



observed by
fasting from
dawn to dusk,
and participating
in special prayers
known as the
taraweeh after
the fast is broken
every evening.
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Dhaka exist

One way or another, the brea

some is incomplete without the fried

munchies from old Dhaka. Following places

are the reason why it happens... Ramadan is

the ninth month of the Islamic calendar and is
considered the holiest out of the twelve months
by the 1.6 bn Muslims in the world. This spiritual
month is observed by fasting from dawn to dusk,
and participating in special prayers known as the
taraweeh after the fast is broken every evening
During this month, Muslims are seen to pray
more and ask for forgiveness and blessings from
the Almighty. The holy month is observed in
Bangladesh, which has a population of 150 million,
among which 89 per cent are Muslim. Even with
the hustle-bustle of everyday life, people do not
forget that this festival is meant to be a month of
charity, and of spiritual and personal growth.

D IS MEANT TO BE

Festive atmosphere

There is a festive atmosphere before sundown in
Chawkbazar market in Dhaka as makeshift stall
owners and itinerant vendors sell food items

to customers during this month. The market,
located in old Dhaka's Chawkbazar area carries
more than a 100-year-old tradition of being
Dhaka's largest and most popular market for
items for Iftar. Each afternoon during Ramadan,
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FOR SOME, THE BREAKING OF FAST IS
INCOMPLETE WITHOUT FRIED SNACKS
FROM OLD DHAKA

makeshift shops in the Chawkbazar market sell
unique and traditional Iftar items like giant slices
of beef, chicken roasts, marinated minced meat
and mutton. Various types of seasonal fruits and
local drinks are also available here. To dwellers in
this old part of the city, it is a family tradition to
buy every day at least a few Iftar items from this
market. Hundreds of Iftar sellers display a variety
of foodstuff, almost all of them a variation of beef,
mutton and chicken. Chawkbazar is also well
known for fried snacks locally called Beguni (fried
eggplant fritters), Piaju (onion lentil fritter), Alur
Chop (potato fritters) and other delicacies.

The stretch of Iftari market at Chawkbazar
also has a large array of items. This place is
more of a traditional venue than a place where
chefs experiment or incorporate new items. To
experience Chawkbazar, one has to be present
there, see and then buy the items themselves.

4:2 July - Aug 2014

Bangladeshi Iftary
items are traditional,
such as Doi Bora
(curd cake), Sola,
Muri, kebabs,
barbecued food,
etc. Chawkbazar

is also known for
fried snacks called
Beguni (fried
eggplant fritters),
Piaju (onion lentil
fritter), Alur Chop
(potato fritters), etc.
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For them, the spirit of Iftar is in breaking the fast
with fellow Muslims inside the mosque adjacent

to the Iftar market or on the streets in front of the
food stands. It is not always feasible for the those
who fast to commute to Chawkbazar. Therefore,
the tradition has been brought to new Dhaka. One
can now see restaurants sporting signboards and
banners displaying messages like Chawkbazar's
traditional Iftari cooked by specialised chefs. Some
of the eateries in Gulshan cater to a large number
of food lovers who relish the Iftaris prepared in
these restaurants. Bangladeshi Iftary items are very
traditional, such as Doi Bora (curd cake), Sola, Muri,
Piaju, fried food items, kebabs, juices, barbecued
food, fruits and much more.
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Indulge@
Chawkbazar

e Shops offer
traditional Iftar
items like slices
of beef, chicken
roast, marinated
minced meat and
mutton

® Seasonal fruits
and drinks are
available

o The market is
famous for fried
snacks, such

as locally made
Beguni (eggplant
fritter), Piaju
(onion lentil
fritter), Alur
Chop (potato
fritter), etc.

e It is Dhaka's
largest and most
popular market
to buy Iftar items
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ESSENCE
Ramadan
provides an a
much-needed
opportunity to
celebrate life
in a way where
people forget a
ies to gorg
elicio

Even though Iftar means light
wl ﬂ qu ﬂ@ “{ snacks, Bengalis love to gorge
heavily without a second thought

I OIS ACK o,

By: Faisal Abdullah qt ettt

he word Iftar derived from the Arabic R g *f6 (A3 GEE TFOR | T g

‘Futur’ means light snacks. Bengalis are FE A AT | Aeifer oot FLoAR (OISR |

great foodies by nature. So no matter what 3T A ! TS S FIARGIE

it means, the people of Bengal do not take Sl (B2 FASIOII T /1 | S @ TR

Iftar ‘lightly’! Thus, among the many several T SIS S F0F Aeiferd g oarws
festivities in Bangladesh, Iftar has marked a strong place AfSTEra R & TR 0 R €3 TFeE |
for itself in the all-pervading culture of the nation.
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Iftar doesn't necessarily mean a certain type of food. YA A B T 3FIAd GRe | S w6 g
That's why the variety in the foods that are taken as Iftar TER AT AFCENS, TFATE THTAITS FIIEAL SRR |
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depends on the country and geographical location.

In Afghanistan, the prime food of Iftar is bread,
accompanied with lots of mouth-watering kebabs that
are put on the table in Middle Eastern countries. And
since Bangladeshi cuisine has been highly influenced
by Mughal cuisine, it is natural that the reflection is
also seen in this region’s Iftari items as well.

In Dhaka's streets

During Ramadan, from afternoon itself a celebrating
environment starts unfolding beside every road,
restaurant and small lane. A tinge of carnival seems
to kick off around the country. The Iftar of Dhaka

is always special, specially if you go to Old Dhaka
(puran Dhaka) in the afternoon during Holy Ramadan,
you will be amazed to see what might be the City of
Iftar unfolding! Just a while after midday, a festive
air spreads all over Chakbazar, North-South road,
Nazimuddin Road, Chak Circular Road, Shahi Masjid
Road and in other areas. Hundreds of temporary

and permanent shops are adorned with colourful
Iftar items.

In order to adhere to Sunnat rituals a few dates are
consumed before Iftar. This is followed by drinks
of many types, such as squash or sherbet which
are made during this period. Drinks such as matha
(milk-based drink), borhani (mint leaves with
yogurt and other spices), labang, milk and almond
juice, wood apple juice, tamarind juice, lacchi
(made of ice, yogurt and sugar) are popular among
the residents of old Dhaka. The upper crust of
society drink a heady infusion of pomegranate and
mint leaves.

Fried wonders

Then comes the festivity of tempura. The most
mentionable titles are- Piaju (fried mixture of lentils
and onions), Fuluri (fried leafy vegetables), fried
pepper, fried chickpea, fried eggplant, vegetable
roll, egg roll, beef chop, and several other fried
items and rolls.

The mandatory items of Iftar for the people of
Bangladesh is fried chickpea with puffed rice mixed
well with other ingredients such as fried vegetables
with some sweeteners and mustard oil with
coriander leaves.

Boiled chickpeas are a mandatory item in Ghugni.
This has an intimacy with puffed rice (aka Muri)
and consists of boiled beans, potatoes, cumin
seeds, salt and a medley of spices. Without Ghugni,
accompanied with fried chickpeas and puffed rice,
the Iftar of Old Dhaka remains incomplete.
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The mandatory items
of Iftar for the people

fried chickpea with

ingredients such as
fried vegetables with
some sweeteners and
mustard oil. This is
then garnished with

of Bangladesh is

puffed rice mixed
well with other

coriander leaves.

Tickle your
sweet tooth
e Jilapi, a
favourite

among many,
is available in
many sizes

e Other
traditional
dessert items
are Malaikap,
Firni, Payes,
Semai,
Doi-Bundia and
sweets made

of curd

o With time,
egg-based
puddings have
created a space
for themselves,
alongwith cakes
of various kinds
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The variety in the
food consumed
during Iftar depends
on the country. In
Middle Eastern
countries, the

prime food is bread,
accompanied with
mouth-watering
kebabs. And since
Bangladeshi cuisine
has been highly
influenced by Mughal
cuisine, it is natural
that the reflection

is also seen in this
region’s Iftari items

as well.
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Sweet spread

After the primary Iftar when it comes to desserts,
several dishes come to mind; Jilapi first among

all. It does not come under the purview of
classifications or boundaries. The price varies
depending on its many varieties. It is available in
many sizes, that can be sampled at the many shops
in old Dhaka. Some of the traditional dessert items
are - Malaikap, Firni, Payes (sweetened rice), Semai
(flour-based dish), Doi-Bundia (yogurt with sweets)
and sweets made of curd. Gradually in time, egg-
based pudding created a space for itself in the long
list of Iftar. Food connoisseurs also whipped up
non-traditional cakes, adding their own spin to it.

After a whole day of fasting, such delicacies can
leave anyone under a spell. One gets to sample

a variety of flavours and tastes. The list of items
is long and most of the delicacies are dry. And, if
you want to capture the nostalgic experience of
the all-pervading cultural heritage of Bengal, you
must get lost deep in old Dhaka's alleys during
Ramadan. Spending time in Chakbazar is also
essential. Also the smell of tempura is bound to

make you nostalgic.

FRIED SNACKS LIKE PIAJU, BEGUNI,
FULURI, CHOPS AND ROLLS RULES
THE PLATTER OF CELEBRATION
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ESSENCE
Calligraphy
“-has definitely
beeome a
specialised art
which draws
sheer respect
for its beauty.
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Calligraphy
extends its horizon
beyond writing
words and phrases
artistically

By: Shaikh Kaissar Hussain

ritings
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fascinating handwriting

on paper always attracts

our attention and at times,

it forces us to ignore the

inner meaning of the words
that they carry with them. We get lost in
the world of artistically handwritten words.
And calligraphy has definitely become a
specialised art which draws sheer respect for
its beauty. An attractive writing style weighs
so much when it comes to making a good
impression to begin with and it undoubtedly
draws attention.

‘Calligraphy’ comes from the Greek words
‘Kallos’ meaning beauty and ‘graphe’ meaning
writing, literally meaning ‘beautiful writing’.
Religious texts have been the carriers of
calligraphy from the past to present day.
Though we are talking of calligraphy in
English, Arabic and Urduy, it is not limited to
these languages only. Oriental calligraphy
(Chinese, Japanese, Korean, etc.) are

not formations of letters or alphabets but
expressions in themselves. Apart from religious
texts, today calligraphy is used for business
and wedding cards, on special invitations,
cover designs and other illustration work.
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In case of a reed
pen, the design
principle is
essentially the
same, except

that the feather is
replaced by a reed.
The tip is cut and
shaped to form

an almost flat and
broad writing point.
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Beautiful style

Any piece of beautiful writing or calligraphy

never fails to elicit an applause. It is a spectacle

to watch a master calligrapher at work. Working
directly where pen meets the writing surface, be

it paper or ceramic or any other writeable surface,
these masters use ink or colour without any
preliminary sketch, and as the writing unfolds,

the magnificence of the art never fails to amaze

the onlooker. Originally feather and reed were

the instruments of calligraphy. A feather pen was
called a quill. The quill was prepared by stripping
the broad end of the feather and the hollow shaft
was cleaned out. This hollow stalk helped to hold a
small quantity of ink. The tip was then cut to shape
of a nib and a vertical slit made, through which the
ink would flow to the paper by capillary action. In
later developments, a metal nib was inserted at the
tip to write with and this had a small ‘S’ shaped
metal spring to hold the ink.

Creative tip

In case of a reed pen, the design principle is
essentially the same, except that the feather is
replaced by a reed. The tip is cut and shaped to
form an almost flat and broad writing point. An
oblique cut is made at the point and the vertical slit
is made for the ink to flow. However, with use, the
reed needs to be re-cut to get the desired sharpness
of the characters. Both the above instruments must
be dipped into the ink repeatedly for writing. There
is no barrel or container which can hold a large
quantity of ink for uninterrupted writing.

Over time, various masters of calligraphy
have contributed different styles or scripts of

\l

WHILE LEARNING
CALLIGRAPHY, A STUDENT
WRITES BY MOVING HIS ARM
INSTEAD OF JUST HIS WRIST
TO GET THE RIGHT FLOW
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writing to their respective language or culture. In
the English language, the scripts are Gothic, Italic,
Copperplate, Uncial, Versal, Rustic to name a few.
The Arabic language has scripts such as Kufic,

Naskh, Thuluth, Ta'liq, Nasta'liq, Rig'a and Diwani.

Calligraphy is no rocket science and any

one can learn it, but it does need, apart from
determination and resoluteness, regular practice,
and a good calligraphy teacher. It is like learning
the kindergarten alphabets all over again, but
with a difference. The new student of calligraphy
starts with the same cursive writing, but this
time learns to write by moving his arm instead of
merely moving his wrist. Slowly, with progress,
the student amazes himself when he realises how
beautifully he can form the letters.

Today though, calligraphy is being overtaken by
computers with numerous fonts, yet it has not
been able to take over its beauty. The style and
expression that a calligrapher showcases remain,
thankfully, humane.
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Varied styles
of calligraphy
The many
masters of
calligraphy
have
contributed
different styles
of writing:

¢ In the English
language, the
scripts are
Gothic, Italic,
Copperplate,
Uncial, Versal,
Rustic to name
a few

e The Arabic
language has
scripts such as
Kufic, Naskh,
Thuluth, Ta'liq,
Nasta'liq, Riq'a
and Diwani.
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Rain and. ..
Tagore songs

With the onset of monsoon, it is not only the rain that
Bengalis look forward to, but yet another season when

they like to get drenched in Rabindra W‘
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ESSENCE
®  Rabindra
Sangeet steeps
down to your
heart and
touches your
soul. Every
word is dipped
in emotion that
never fails to
move you.

My heart dances like a peacock
Rejoicing, reeling in the monsoon.
Emotions, splayed like plumes,

Reach to the sky like an iridescent arc,
Yearnings tuned to a passion unknown.

(A Tagore song)
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ains have inspired so many

writers. After all it inspires life.

But many would argue that all

Rabindranath Tagore’s songs

sound the same after a point of
time. So what's so unique about his songs on
rain? Where is 'the magic'?

I could not find the magic till the time I kept
floating on the surface of his literary ocean.

As I delved deeper, I realised it has more

than what you just hear. Rabindra Sangeet

is something that steeps down to your heart
and touches your soul. At every age, Tagore's
music impacts you differently. Apart from the
six different categories of Rabindra Sangeet i.e.,
Puja (Worship), Prem (Love), Prakriti (Nature),
Bichitra (Diverse), Swadesh (Patriotism) and
Anusthaanik (Festivals or celebrations), his
songs have significance for all ages, moods and
every possible emotion.

Consider Purano sheyi diner katha, for instance.
A song that brings alive good old days of love,
togetherness and nostalgia. As a kid, I loved

it for its melodious music and simple words,
which were easy to learn. And today, while
listening to it during monsoon, I revisit the
rainy days of my past. After all these years
when I now listen to it, the song brings tears to
my eyes. That's the power of Rabindra Sangeet.
Where every word is dipped in emotion and
every single note is an expression that never
fails to move you.

Influencing souls

Once after a concert in the US, Suchitra Mitra,
a renowned Rabindra Sangeet singer, met

an American listener. She told her, “I did not
understand a word you sang, but while you
were singing, I could not hold back my tears...
I don't know why!” To that, Mitra said, that's
what Tagore's music is like. It was indeed

a sad song and so it did touch the heart of
the listener transcending the barriers of land
and language.
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There are six
different types of
Rabindra Sangeet
ie., worship, love,
nature, diverse,
patriotism and
celebrations.
Tagore's songs
have significance
for all ages, moods
and every possible
emotion.
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This is the magic of Rabindra Sangeet. Be it any
season, occasion or situation, it embodies every
emotion in its truest sense. And, the more you
listen to it, the more you start connecting it to
your life.

Inviting rains

Let me share one of my favourites, which is Esho
Shyamalo Shundoro. Based on Raag Desh, the
song is about welcoming the monsoons to the
lush green fields of Bengal. Try to listen to this
song on a rainy day. I believe you cannot stop
yourself from going out and dancing in the rain!
Even if you do not understand the language, the
music enchants your heart.

Last year, when India, Bangladesh and the
United Kingdom joined hands to honour this
legendary poet as one of the greatest poets of
the Commonwealth at the mother of parliaments
the House of Commons in London, it became

a proud moment for all of us. He remains an
integral part of all those who love music, like me,
and will continue to get mesmerised by each and
every song of his.

So the next time you see thick clouds blanketing
the sky and hear the roaring thunder, put on
some ‘rain-themed Rabindra Sangeet’ on your
music system and wait for the magic to work

on you as well. You are surely going to enjoy the
tides of emotions in sync with the music that will
keep you asking for more.
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RABINDRANATH TAGORE

REMAINS AN INTEGRAL PART OF
ALL THOSE WHO LOVE MUSIC
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concept

SPLURGE

Experience Asia’s first and only river-themed
wildlife park with rare and endangered
animals from iconic river habitats
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By: Sapna Sahay




ildlife Reserves Singapore is

a unique concept. Not only

from the point of view to

delight travellers but also for

conserving some of the rarest
species of plants and animals. Apart from that
aspect what makes it a wonderful experience is
its river-themed proposition. Exploring the park is
in itself an experience to remember as everything
gets encrypted in your head while walking
through it. Interestingly, about 85 per cent of the
park’s animal collection is designed to be viewed
on foot while the other 15 per cent on boat. The
passing-by freshwater galleries, walk-through
exhibits and being aboard a boat give such a
delight that is incomparable to other experiences
that you might have had.

River safari

With a total area of 12 hectare, River Safari
encompasses a massive volume of water,

i.e., 34,000 m® consisting of 69 exhibits, 400
plant species, 200 animal species including 40
threatened species and over 6,000 (aquatic and
terrestrial) animal specimens. The park is divided
into iconic river zones showcasing aquatic and
terrestrial animals from each zone.

River Safari has become the most talked-about
dimension of the Wildlife Reserve Singapore.
It is Asia’s first and only river-themed wildlife
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ESSENCE
Spread across
12 hectare, it
holds 34,000 m®
of water, with
69 exhibits,
400 plant
species, 200
animal species
including
40 threatened
species
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SPLURGE

FRE§H/WATER GALLERIES, WALK-THROUGH

, EXHIBITS AND BOAT RIDES ARE //
INCOMPARABLE EXPERIENCES™
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GREEN Rt R
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Biman connects Dhaka-
Singapore with six weekly flights
(www.biman-airlines.com)




park home to rare and endangered animals
from iconic river habitats. The highlights are

- Mississippi River, Congo River, River Nile,
Ganges River, Murray River, Mekong River and
Yangtze River featuring Giant Panda Forest.
Further, the section of Wild Amazonia consists
of Amazon River Quest, Squirrel Monkey Forest
and Amazon Flooded Forest.

Some unique aquatic and terrestrial animals
have been featured in the park. They are
endangered river giants such as the giant
salamander, giant freshwater stingray and
Mekong giant catfish. River Safari is the only
park in Asia to feature the giant river otter, the
world'’s largest otter that can grow up to 1.8 m in
length and 34 kg in weight.

Close to nature

River Safari has been able to bring visitors close
to nature in a vibrant way. It is not seldom that
we can catch a glimpse of intriguing wildlife
of river habitats. Since these are disappearing
faster than forest and marine environments, it
has become a critical subject and thankfully,
Wildlife Reserve Singapore has successfully
achieved to pass on a ecological message
through its river concept. The freshwater
ecosystems are important and roaming around
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IT HAS SUCCESSFULLY ACHIEVED TO
PASS ON AN ECOLOGICAL MESSAGE

THROUGH ITS RIVER CONCEPT —
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Varied
inhabitants

e They are
endangered
river giants such
as the giant
salamander,
giant freshwater
stingray and
Mekong

giant catfish

e River Safari is
the only park in
Asia to feature
the giant river
otter, the world’s
largest otter
that can

grow up to

1.8 m in length
and 34 kg in
weight
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WILDLIFE RESERVES SINGAPORE PLAYS A PART IN
GLOBAL CAPTIVE BREEDING PROGRAMME FOR
ENDANGERED FRESHWATER SPECIES

this park promotes that fact. In addition, it also
seeks to play a part in global captive breeding
programmes for endangered freshwater species.

The way this safari has been designed and
developed is commendable, keeping in mind
the sensitive subject of ecology. Here you would
come across the sights and sounds of each river
zone. It has been replicated aptly from exhibit
design to the represented animal collection.
The entire experience is all about knowing the
cultures and wildlife of each zones, which is
quite an achievement.

This park is situated in the Mandai Nature
Reserve area. Also, the best in zoological
architecture and design can be seen exhibiting
artistry and technology to provide a mix of
experience with world rivers and landscapes
that they support. It is a must visit place.

- the best in zoological
architecture and
design can be seen
exhibiting artistry
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SPLURGE

Rome Cavalieri, Waldorf Astoria Hotels &

A erfe Ct Resorts is a great place to stay where you get to
admire artistic expressions
== Roman stay
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The hotel
will give your
creative senses
a new lease of
life. If you are
not ste:lying here,
then ensure
you explore this
hotel and its
hospitality




f you are in Rome, you just cannot miss
Rome Cavalieri, Waldorf Astoria Hotels
& Resorts from your travel itinerary. If
you are staying here it will give your
creative senses a new lease of life. If
you are not, then ensure you explore this
hotel and its hospitality in some way or the
other. It would not be wrong to say that it
has captured art as an element of enjoyment
for the guests. According to the hotel, the
collection consists of old master paintings,
French furniture (Louis XV and First Empire),
rare tapestries, sculptures, clocks, bronze
statues and other artefacts. It is said that
these pieces of art have been purchased
at Christies and Sotheby's in the course of
many years by the owners who are renowned
art connoisseurs and collectors.
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According to the hotel, the
art collection consists of old
master paintings, French
furniture (Louis XV and First
Empire), rare tapestries,
sculptures, clocks, bronze
statues and other artefacts.

PAINTINGS THAT REPRESENT
MOST OF THE MAJOR SCHOOLS
OF 17" AND 18" CENTURIES ADD

TO THE HOTEL'S GRANDEUR

Among the vast collection of art, some are
worth mentioning. For example, the painting
of Giuseppe Zais (Venice 1709-1784), which
is one of the greatest painters of Venetian
landscapes of the 18" century. Some of

his paintings can be found at London's
National Gallery and in museums of Berlin,
Madrid and Venice. The unique series of
four paintings at the Rome Cavalieri is
considered as his masterpiece. The paintings
have been placed over the Reception and
Concierge desks. Similarly, many works by
Giuseppe Bazzani and Joseph Heintz can
be seen here. The hotel has a wide selection
of paintings representing most of the

major schools of the 17** and 18" centuries.
Some prominent artists are Henri Vollet,
Molteni, Morlotti, Rinaldi, etc. It also

has a small collection of Italian modern

art. While roaming around the hotel the
sculptures will surprise you. A number of

bronze and marble sculptures can be seen in

the public areas. Additionally, over 20 rare
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Over 20 rare
tapestries from
Flemish 16" century
to masterpieces
from Royal Works
of Auburn and
Gobelins, 18"
century, can been
seen at Rome
Cavalieri, Waldorf
Astoria Hotels

& Resorts
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SPLURGE

tapestries ranging from Flemish 16 century
to masterpieces from the Royal Works of
Auburn and Gobelins, 18" century, can also
been seen here.

Artistic amenities

The hotel has different kinds of rooms to
offer ranging from Deluxe Room Rome View,
Executive Room, Lobby Terrace, Penthouse
Bedroom and Penthouse Suite. Apart from
that you can also enjoy a wide dining
experience. It is difficult to not be affected
by the elegance of the hotel even when

\l

SOME OF THE ART PIECES
HAVE BEEN PURCHASED AT
CHRISTIES AND SOTHEBY'S IN
THE COURSE OF MANY YEARS
BY THE OWNERS

413 f&f3%w ¢ omfarea e (3TF @) e
forg o feeateT |

oo @ g e zeeTm weas fog fog am
FACER 7Y | - e wRem ot 'fv
(CSf37 3905 - Yab8) | St *reTs fafy ferem
(STARTAN FATCTHTR OF 77 Aqraet foaf«g |
©F St g9 qiferw, wigw 8 csfarw wves
O3 FGLAF T TS (AT S
TR | @ Frifemifare A 5Rf6 Bfdw @B
fafsets o9 @B TG 2T vt s
=7 | 2% @bt wera ¢ faaieret (vrwa
ATTHF AT TR | @B wee! fee e qresifa e
(ST FZHER Tl F4Ha fHgay's adwe™
(AT M | @ BT ALHH 8 ABH* *[STHT A5
~gerEs Afefafey st quw ST eTE B9 At
TR (BTG | ATAS N04Y <l FHga zee,
(@Af3 (orEs, wersfw, saeenfe, e 42
geifera wyfas fitams «af5 (=T Mz aeaTe
QT | (ITHH AL LT ([T AT SI%T QT
SHATE 9 Te 37032 | TS WA (vl R
THFR (1 @ NFTF ST | @ A3 AR
20f% wa'e Britaif3G,, TS AT (AT *eTFA

@& 3P (ATF &F° FE I SAF A O SQ SIS



you might not be concentrating wholly on
the artefacts and usual things around. Top
French (Louis XV and First Empire) furniture
collection is amazing. Take a peek at the
suites and public areas and you will find
them aptly decorated with cabinets, bureau-
plats, commodes, guéridons, consoles, clocks
and appliqués to go by the theme of the hotel.
Some of these pieces are signed by the great
artisans of those periods; Jacobbe, Boulle
and Thomyr. It is said that nearly all of these
pieces have a history and can be traced to

IT IS DIFFICULT TO NOT BE
AFFECTED BY THE ELEGANCE
OF THE HOTEL EVEN WHEN
YOU ARE NOT FOCUSSING ON

THE SURROUNDINGS
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Exquisite Art

e The art
collection ranges
from old master
paintings, French
furniture, rare
taperstries,
sculptures,
statues, clocks
and other
artefacts

o Many works
by Guiseppe
Bazzani and
Joseph Heintz
are on display

e Some of the
art pieces are
even signed by
great artisans of
those periods -
Jacobbe, Boulle
and Thomyr

o Guiseppe Zais
paintings are
also available
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Inspired by Paolo

Sorrentino’s 2014
Oscar and BAFTA
winning movie, ‘La
Grande Bellezza',
Rome Cavalieri,
Waldorf Astoria
Hotels & Resorts has
created a brand new
cinematic tour: ‘The
Great Beauty'.

It allows one to
explore picturesque
Roman areas featured
in the film.

66 July - Aug 2014
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Royal Palaces or were owned by famous
historical figures, e.g., the crib of Napoleon's
son the ‘King of Rome’.

Cinematic tour

Inspired by Paolo Sorrentino’s 2014 Oscar
and BAFTA winning movie, ‘La Grande
Bellezza’', Rome Cavalieri, Waldorf Astoria
Hotels & Resorts has created a brand
new cinematic tour: ‘The Great Beauty'. It
allows one to explore picturesque Roman
areas featured in the film and a handful
of secret hidden locations. So if you are
heading for Rome, it is wise to stay in
this luxurious hotel and witness the
cultural excursion that will take you on

a visual journey of some of Rome’s most
beautiful sights.

Accompanied by Rome Cavalieri's
experienced and resident Art Historian,
Alexandra Massini, guests embark on a

cinematic journey, recreating some of their
favourite scenes from Sorrentino’s film.
The full-day tour will ensure that you catch
a glimpse of the famous Colosseum, the
Baths of Caracalla and Villa Medici.

Biman connects Dhaka-Rome with two
weekly flights via Frankfurt
(www.biman-airlines.com)

IT IS SAID THAT NEARLY ALL OF
THE ART PIECES HAVE A HISTORY
AND CAN BE TRACED TO ROYAL
PALACES OR WERE OWNED BY
FAMOUS HISTORICAL FIGURES
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JULY Six of Cups

AUGUST The Hermit

Keep your eyes and ears open to grab big
deals for plenty of money!

Self introspection is vital to allow yourself
the opportunity to get more than your
share of rest and rejuvenation as you head
for a holiday:.

Lucky colours - Green, Mustard; Lucky nos. 12, 3
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JULY The Lovers

AUGUST Ten of Coins

Cupid may strike singles by offering
them to meet like-minded people while
on the move.

Money will come to allow you to splurge
with ease while enjoying your vacation.
Enjoy buying things you dream of.

Lucky colours - Golden, Peach, Lucky nos. 11, 9
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JULY Eight of Wands

AUGUST Magician

As a traveller, you fancy more heritage
luxury and shopping. You will enjoy a
holiday even more with good bargains.
Learning to understand what makes you
tick is wise; try to imply that thought into
your travel itinerary too.

Lucky colours - Indigo, Cream; Lucky nos. 4, 6
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our cards...

Tarot predictions for July-August 2014 By: Manisha Koushik

JULY Four of Wands

AUGUST Six of Swords

Cards advise you to be careful with your
cash transactions while spending during
a holiday.

The cards finally allow you to bring back
your focus on yourself. So, take a break
and rejuvenate.

Lucky colours: Maroon, Magenta, Lucky nos. 7, 8
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JULY High Priestess

AUGUST The Chariot

You have been travelling for work and
pleasure. Card asks you to engage yourself
more spiritually for immense mental peace.
You live to travel, both in your mind and
physical space. It is completely going to be
your plan.

Lucky colours: Red, Indigo; Lucky nos. 3, 1

oeile 7R e
91190 W HHIfRR0

wy FIG 7 fored Fet (S 2o FH1s | I
TR, QI WIS A1 Mg som
T w4 Bfos | qres e W =i |
IR TR (Sl AT @2 (&0 AR | NG @ I
(S A WAL foeat <A | 9 TS WA
ST ARFHNGY Y I3 TIETE O |

B Fe: TN, LTNT; &G I O, 3

JULY Four of Coins

AUGUST The World

Planning, jotting and pushing yourself to
create excitement in your life is critical.
Plan rest and rejuvenation in luxury.
Travel will be profitable if heading for a new
venture. For those single, it does seem as
though a little adventure is on the way:.
Lucky colours: Violet , Pink; Lucky nos. 2, 7
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JULY Three of Cups

AUGUST Nine of Coins

Cards suggest how well you have grown
up and how much have you changed in the
past. It is time to celebrate and speak your
heart out!

Travel plans need to be kept aside to
concentrate on the finances.

Lucky colours - Lemon, Golden, Lucky nos. 5, 9
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JULY The Sun

AUGUST Wheel of Fortune

You are excited to explore. You crave for
the sun, sea and stars. This month you get
chances to realise your dreams.

Your card depicts a whole new turn
towards an energetic movement. Money
will come from sporadic sources.

Lucky colours - Light Blue, Yellow; Lucky nos. 11, 9
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JULY Eight of Coins

AUGUST The Emperor

Travel for work matters, documentations
and sign-ups may take you to distant places
and it will be hectic and time consuming.
Happiness is your agenda and you are
willing to take the long road to get it. The
card advises you to stick to your plans.
Lucky colours - Green, Silver; Lucky nos. 3, 1
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Predictions by: Manisha Koushik. She is an astrologer, Tarot Card reader, Numerologist, Vastu & Feng Shui consultant.
She can be reached through e-mail at: support@askmanisha.com. Website: www.askmanisha.com

JULY Magician

AUGUST Six of Swords

Packing your bags, making impromptu
plans is on cards. Children are expected to
bring thrilling news by end of month.
Travel gives you more perspectives and
widens your horizons. Socially, it may be
time to go out and show up at events.
Lucky colours - Orange, White, Lucky nos.5, 2
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JULY The Devil

AUGUST The Hanged Man

You may be fussy about place, food,
drinks, etc. Keep a checklist handy for a
trip to an unknown territory.

Sports and fitness will be explored
through skiing, rock climbing, or jogging
through lush green dense forests.

Lucky colours - Beige, Brown, Lucky nos. 6, 4
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JULY Two of Cups

AUGUST The Empress

Romance is high on your agenda and
exciting deals on flights and hotels will
liberate the traveller in you.

Luxury is going to be high on your mind
with steamy spas and sensual massages
finding a place in your list.

Lucky colours - Purple, Brown, Lucky nos. 1, 5
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Innovative ...

Look around your
house and you
will find things to
make photo frames —
to give a new
dimension to Ql q q ‘\{ M ‘\{ W g
your home ‘
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POP wall frames
— While renovating your home, copy the POP design
of the ceiling and create a permanent frame on the
wall. Put a single or multiple photo frames inside
the POP frame to give a distinctive feel to your wall.
If you don't wish to copy the POP design of the
ceiling, then choose a frame design and create your
own signature style wall.
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Log ladder photo frame

If you don’t want to hang anything on the wall
with the fear that you might spoil it, but still want
to add an interesting element to your plain decor
or walls, then opt for a log ladder photo frame.
Bring home a small log ladder, if you don’t have
one. Carefully, fix hooks in the middle of the log

or get it fixed by a nearby carpenter. Paint it with
the colour of your choice. Fix similar hooks on

the top and bottom of your photo frames and tie

them up with jute threads. Stick some decorative
pieces in the corner of the ladder and it's done.
Or else, you can simply hang the photo frames
interestingly on the ladder.

biman-airlines.com 71



> _dl

decor

ETCETERA

Old wooden door
or window frame
First, you need an old
wooden door or window,
and photos. Measure

the size of the window
openings — in most cases
they will be an odd size. So
for example, if the frame

is 9.6"x13", print them on
11"x14" and trim them
down to fit in the window.
Once you trim the photos
down to fit, number them
and make an arrow pointing
up so you know which way
they go. Next, you need
tape. Highly recommended
are blue painters tape or
masking tape — because
you can peel it off whenever
you want and adjust it
without destroying the
photos. Lastly, you need
four huge screws, a handy
man and a level. You can
even add a few hooks, so it
could be functional too.

72 July - Aug 2014

ST FICHT I
fot FIsT @
2TNL ¢ A, @ FG AR
VA R AT 2 T
viaeT R S @ B |
FAETR AN T 9t e
9 | @RS cF@E @R AR
TG @A | 7 4R 49, T
@O A 5.¢7X>0” T AT,
ZONE 4T T 537x58”
T | GF9F TR TAACST
GBIF (RS o | MorTst
REBIF (6 (FeT A7
LTS o e S SIS
a5 Sx oz 4t =, TS
T A JATS A 2!
@ F AFR | 9 TETFR
TR (B | @ IS AR
A2 20T Bafiom e
e eed (Gt fhedr M G |
@ @3 GASTE B3 T4
YT 90 (Tl AW, 'R (IS
S T A2 | ARTIR 791
23 vfS 3T Moo g, a3
T (@IS A 40 @0 T
TG | A 51 IR 28
T TS G, ATS I @G
K8 T&g© S |




Clothesline frame

If you have an old wooden frame you don't know
what to do with, then we can suggest a creative
way to use it. Just paint it bright and attach
colourful threads or ribbons and hang your pictures.
A mega bonus to this clothesline frame is how easy
the pictures can be changed. You can change them
according to your mood or occasion. They surely
look creative and fun.

These clothesline frames can look amazing in your
study room and even in your kids’ room. Make sure
not to clutter it with too many elements as it can
look messy.
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Bangabandhu........

|
\
WTCG'H D |Zl. 111 fOCllS
g Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, a biography penned by
Syed Badrul Ahsan leaves an indelible impression of

Bangladesh’s founding father on the world today
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prominent figure in the history
. T ER of Bangladesh, Sheikh Mujibur
~_¥TW : TD B C}UNDH\EG 2 Rahman started his political
. oM REBEL ¢ career early. Syed Badrul Ahsan,
1.*_ F = the Executive Editor of The Daily
Star, a Bangladeshi daily, begins with the political

figure's initiation into politics, who later became a
member of the Muslim League.

The narrative focusses on Mujibur's rise as

a young political leader who supported the
formation of a separate state of Pakistan in 1947,
to a rebel pressing for the rights of Bengalis in
East Pakistan and the one who was even jailed for
his secessionist actions.
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POLITICS, IN EFFECT, WAS WHAT WAS
INCREASINGLY BEGINNING
TO DEFINE HIS (MUJIBUR) BEHAVIOUR

There have been few
books on Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in English

for readers outside
Bangladesh. I have visited
libraries abroad, where
biographies of Jawaharlal
Nehru, Mahatma Gandhi,
Muhammad Ali Jinnah,
etc., were available, but
nothing on Bangladesh's

The book traces Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's
evolution from a young, raw, fiery member of
the All India Muslim League into a mature
political leader, who steered the inception of
the state of Bangladesh. With his well-known

oratory and political skills, he soon came to be
known as ‘Bangabadhu’ or Friend of Bengal. He
concludes the book with a detailed description
of Mujibur’s assassination on August 15, 1975,
in the chapter aptly titled ‘Murder of Caesar’.

The book was not the mere culmination of a
spark of an idea, but a long-held admiration for
the politician. Ahsan says, “The idea of the book
had been in my mind for a long time.” The book
is based on Ahsan’s readings on Mujibur (as they
have appeared in the various Bengali language
works on him, together with his memories of the
newspaper reports that he diligently followed
since his school-days, in the mid-1960s). And it
was during a holiday in London that he prepared
the manuscript of his work.

“One particular aspect that struck me was

that there has hardly been any book on Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman in the English language for
readers outside Bangladesh,” Ahsan says. He
had been to various libraries abroad, where
biographies of Jawaharlal Nehru, Mahatma
Gandhi, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, among others,

Syed Badrul Ahsan
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founder. This convinced
me that a biographical
work on him was in order.

Y

ESSENCE
The book traces
Mujibur’s
evolution from
a raw member
of the All India
Muslim League
into a mature
politician, who
steered the birth
of a nation.
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Since 1996, the
lessons of history
are imparting

to the youth the
reality behind
Bangladesh’s
emergence. They
have now a full
understanding of
Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman'’s role in the
story of Bangladesh.
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were on the shelves. But the stark gap left by the
absence of a biography on Bangladesh's founder
stuck with him, and it was at this point when he
was convinced a biographical work on Mujibur was
in order.

Ahsan was also of the opinion that the current
generation of Bangladeshi youth was deprived of
knowledge of the true history of Bangladesh over
the period of 21 years especially the role played
by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, following the coup.
“Bangabandhu, as we know him, was turned
into a non-person by the military-cum-communal
regimes which came between 1975 and 1996,”
Ahsan remarks.

He further adds, “Fortunately since 1996, the
lessons of history are being imparted to our
youth in a way that reflects the reality behind

the emergence of Bangladesh. Today's youth
have now a full understanding of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman’s place in the story of Bangladesh which,
as I see it, is a healthy sign of things.”

Currently a Fellow at Jawaharlal Institute of
Advanced Studies at Jawaharlal Nehru University
in Delhi, Ahsan is still in awe of the former leader
of Bangladesh. What inspires him the most were
his courage in the face of adversity, his absolute
dedication to the cause of the common masses,
his unwillingness to let personal ambition get the
better of his larger goals, his uncompromising
position in the matter of leading Bengalis to
freedom and restoring the nation’s historical
sense of secularism and cultural heritage.

\l

WHAT INSPIRES ME THE MOST
WERE HIS COURAGE IN THE FACE

OF ADVERSITY AND HIS ABSOLUTE

DEDICATION TO THE CAUSE OF
THE COMMON MASSES
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Biman Bangladesh Airlines (domestic)

Chittagong

(CGP (GMT +6) 88031,

Biman bhaban, 1/2, CDA Avenue,
Sholosohar, Chittagong-4203
+88-031-650671 to 75,
+88-031-650982 to 84

+88-031- 651890 to 91

Shah Amanat International
Airport, Chitagong
+88-031-2500990 to 95,
+88-031-2500941 to 50

.

Cox’ Bazar

(CXB) (GMT +6) (0341),

Motel Upal, Parjatan Holyday Com-
plex , Cox’s Bazar

Sylhet

(ZYL) (GMT +6)

Airport road, Majumdari, Sylhet-3100
+88-0821-717026 to 28,
+88-0821-717411-717421

Airport office
Osmani international airport, Sylhet.

J

Biman Bangladesh Airlines (International)

Abu Dhabi

Abu dhabi (AUH), (GMT+4)

Sk. Zayed 2nd st./ Electra street,
Bldg no. 5213, PO Box-4356
Abu dhabi, UAE
+971-02-6342597

Fax: +971-02-6344664

Mobile: +971-050-6146768
Email: auhuu@bdbiman.com

Abu Dhabi International
Airport

Room no. 2250, Abu dhabi, UAE
+971-02-5757053

Pabx : +971-02-5757500/2673
Fax +971-02-6344664

Mobile : +971-050-6131293
Email: auhkk@bdbiman.com

Bahrain

Bahrain (BAH), (GMT+3)

Shop No -08, Building

No - 18Delmon International Hotel,
Manama Block 315, Road No -357,
Kingdom Of Bahrain
+973-17212541

Fax: +973-17213426

Mobile: +973-39118140

Email: bahuu@bdbiman.com
Akbarua@hotmail.com

Bangkok, Thailand

Bangkok (BKK), (GMT+7)

163, Ocean Insurance Building
01/17 Floor Unit, 17A, Surawongse
Road, Suriyawongse,
Bangkok-10500

+66-02-2355656

Fax: +66-(0)22369973

Mobile: +66-(0)898960554

Email: bkkuu@bdbiman.com

Bangkok Airport

Room no - Z-2 007, 2nd floor
AOB Building, Suvarnabhumi
Airport, Bangkok, Thailand.
+66-(0)2-1342940

Fax: +66-(0)2-1342944
Mobile: +66-(0)8199243379
Email: bkkkk@bdbiman.com

Benelux, The Netherlands
Beechavenue 104, 1119 PP
Schiphol, The Netherlands
+31-(0)20 - 65 51 176
Fax:+31-(0)20 - 62 30 151
Biman.ams@aviareps.com

Brussels

Park Hill, J.E. Mommaertslaan
18 B, 3rd floor 1831 Diegem,
Brussels, Belgium

+31-(0)2 - 71 20 498
Fax:+32-(0)2 - 72 58 392
Biman.bru@aviareps.com

Dammam, Saudi Arabia
(GMT+3), Ace Building, Post Box
No — 4492, Al Khobar 31952, Pepsi,
Cola Road, Dammam, KSA.
+966-013-8873236

Fax: +966-013-8822523

Mobile: +966-55-2265895

Email: dmmuu@bdbiman.com

Delhi, India

Delhi (DEL), (GMT+5.30) 320-321
Indra Prakesh Building, Barakhamba
Road Cannaught Place,

New Delhi-110001

+91-11-41519468

Fax: +91-11-23705481

Mobile: +91- 9811322146

Email deluu@bdbiman.com

Delhi Airport

CIP-02, Level-3, IGI Airport,
New Delhi 110037, India
8.+91-11-49638277

Fax: +91-11-49638277
Mobile: +91-9811322147
Residence :+91-11-28533590
Email :delkk@bdbiman.com

Doha (Qatar)

Doha (DOH), (GMT+3), Building
No - 35, Sougahmed bin ali 07,
Al-tarbiya street, P.O, box — 2738,
+974-44413054

Fax: +974-44412000(gsa)

Mobile: +974-565629477

Pabx: +974-44413422/117
Residence : +974-44368645
Email dohuu@bdbiman.com

Dubai, UAE

Dubai (DXB), (GMT+4) Al Masraf
Tower, 16th Floor, Office #1605,
Albaniyas Road, PO. Box No -1515,
Deira, Dubai, UAE

+ 971-4-220942/206

Office: +971-4-2283767 /205
Fax: + 971-4-2278451

Mobile: + 971-50-5639045
Residence: + 971-4-2676185
Email: dxbuu@bdbiman.com

Dubai International

Airport, Terminal-1, Departure
building, Room# 1017, 1049 & 1050
+971-4-2162895

Fax: + 971-4-2245420

Mobile: + 971-50-5525936

Email: dxbkk@bdbiman.com

Frankfurt

c/o AVIAREPS, Kaiserstrasse 77
60329 Frankfurt am Main, Germany
+49 (0) 69 - 770 673 070

Fax: +49 (0) 69 - 770 673 235
SalesBG.Germany@aviareps.com

7 offices

Hong Kong

(HKG) (GMT+8) (00852),

Room no. 214 & 215, F-2, F East,
Houston Centre, 63 Mody Road
Tsim, Shatsuikowloon,
+852-27248464

Fax: +852-27246284

Mobile: +852-94702724
Email:hkguu@bdbiman.com

Airport Office
Room-6S013, Lebel 6, South
Concourse, Pax Terminal- 1,
Hong Kong Airport
+852-23298036

Fax: +852-23525830
Residence: +862-94702754
Email: hkgkk@bdbiman.com

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

Jeddah (JED), (GMT+3)
Al-Nakheel Center, Madinah Road
P.O Box-13541, Jeddah, KSA
+966-2-6652891

Fax: +966-2-6652850

Mobile: +966-501491014

Email: jeduu@bdbiman.com

Jeddah, Saudi Arabia
King Abdul Aziz Int'l Airport
+966-2-6853194

Fax: +966-2-6853326
Mobile: +966-505319533
Residence: +966-2-6552562
Email: jedkk@bdbiman.com

Kathmandu, Nepal

Kathmandu (KTM), (GMT+5.45)
House No- 314, Nagpokhari, Nexal,
+ 977-01-4434869

Fax: + 977-01-4434869

Mobile: + 977-9851037510

Email: ktmuu@bdbiman.com

Kolkata, India

Kolkata (CCU), (GMT+5.30), 99A,
Park Street, Siddha Park, 6th Floor,
+91-33-2226-6675

Fax: +91-33-2226-6674

Mobile: +91-9831098639

Email: ccuuu@bdbiman.com

N S C B International
Airport Kolkata - 700052
+91-33-25119662

Fax: +91-33-25119662
Mobile: +91-9831098638
Residence: +91-33-25119826
Email: ccukk@bdbiman.com

Kualalumpur, Malaysia

(KUL), (GMT+8), 13th, Floor
Menera Atlan, 161B Jalan Ampang
50450 Kualalumpur, Malaysia.
+603-21646131

Fax: +603-21646142

Mobile: +6012-2736676

Email: kuluu@bdbiman.com

Airport Office

Lot S10 & S31, Main Terminal
Building, KL International

Airport Sepang, Selangor, Malaysia.
+603-87764770

Fax: +603-87873881

Mobile: +6019-3806643

Email: kulkk@bdbiman.com

Kuwait

Kuwait (KWI), (GMT+3), Al-Homaizi
Building, Al Soor Street

PO Box - 23837, Safat 13099,

+ 965-22426846/7

Fax: + 965-22439764,+ 966-22428671
Mobile: + 965-99813462

Email: bimankwi@yahoo.com,
Kwiuu@bdbiman.com

Kuwait International Airport
Room No - FF 58, Airport Mall Area
+ 965-24330863

Fax: + 965-22428671,+ 965-24330863
Mobile: + 965-99367919

Email: kwikk@bdbiman.com

London, UK

London (LON), (GMT+0.0)

17 Conduit Street,.London W1S 2B
+44-(0)2076290161, 2076290252,
+ 2074957478, + 2074957480

Fax: +44 (0) 2076290736

Mobile: +44 (0) 7908117126
Residence :+44(0) 208 5982358
Email: lonuu@bdbiman.com,
bimanlondon@btconnect.com

Airport Office

Room no.5900D (5th floor),

North East Extension, Terminal - 4,
Hounslow, Middlesex

Hearthrow Airport TW6 3FB

+ 44-(0) 208 745 7550

Fax: +44 (0) 208 7456390

Mobile: +44 (0) 7949686823
Residence : +44(0) 208 5738127
Email: Ihrkk@bdbiman.com

Cargo And Stores & Purchase
Office Stratus House

Office Block (1st floor), Bedfont
Road, Staines Middlesex

TW19 7NH

+44-(0) 1784266116

Fax: +44 (0) 1784266097

Mobile: +44 (0) 7960650342
Email: bimancargo@yahoo.co.uk

Madrid

Eloy Gonzalo 27, 3rd Floor
Offices IV and V,

28010 Madrid, Spain
+34-91 - 458 567 36

Fax: +34 - 91 - 344 17 26
Biman.Spain@aviareps.com

Manchester, UK

Manchester (MAN), (GMT+0.00)
Suite — 1B, Portland Building
127-129 Portland Street,
Manchester, M1 4PZ, UK
+44-161-2286605/2636

Fax: +44-1612287070

Mobile: +44-7538626645
Residence: + 44-161-9486718
Email: manuu@bdbiman.com

Muscat, Oman

(MCT), (GMT+4) Shaikh
Al-Mashany Building, 3rd Floor,
Opposite of Mosque Qaboos
Khamis, Al-Shagsi Street,
PO Box — 1106, Ruwi, PC-112
Sultanate Of Oman.
+968-24701128

Fax: +968-24703704

Mobile: +968-99474929
Email: mctuu@bdbiman.com
Bimanmct@omantel.net.om

New York, USA

New York (NYC), (GMT-5), 747 Third
Avenue , 2nd Floor, NY-10017.
+1-212-808-4477, +1-212-808-4523
Mobile:+1-917-520-8069,

Head Office : Balaka, Kumitola, Dhaka-1229, Bangladesh, Tel: +88-02-8901600, +88-02-8901730-44

Fax: +1-212-8084589
Residence: +1-718-526-4146
Email: nycuu@bdbiman.com

Nordics (Sweden)
Riddargatan 17 114 57
Stockholm, Sweden

@ +46-8-5556 9156
Fax:+46 - 8 -2418 88
Biman.Nordics@aviareps.com

Paris

122 Champs Elysées 75008
Paris, France

+33(0) 153435338
Fax:+33(0) 153437919
Biman.France@aviareps.com

Riyadh

Riyadh (RUH) (GMT+3) (00966)
P.O.Box no. 21076,
Riyadh-11475.K.S.A
+966-1-4623537, +966-1-4623376
Fax: +966-4623501

Mobile: +966-504246352
Email:ruhuu@bdbiman.com

Airport Office

King Khaled Int'l Airport Riyadh
Riyadh, Kingdom Of Saudia
Room No-15665

+966 1 220-0227 (a/p)

Fax: +966-1 220-0227

Mobile: +966-50-424-6353
Email: ruhkk@bdbiman.com

Rome, Italy

Rome (ROM), (GMT+1)

Via Bissolati 54, Roma.
+39-06-42884911

Fax: +39-06-42000211
Mobile: +39-3276868970
Email: romuu@bdbiman.com

Singapore

Singapore (SIN), (GMT+8)

72 Anson Road, #05-03, Anson
House, Singapore 079911
+65-64385220

Fax: +65-64387998

Mobile: +65-91119069

Email: sinuu@bdbiman.com

Airport Office

Passenger Terminal Building,
#041-49, Singapore Changi Airport
Terminal -1, P.O. Box No-23,
Singapore 819642

+65-65420067

Fax: +65-65426787

Mobile: +65-96323207

Email: sinkk@bdbiman.com

Toronto, Canada

Toronto (YYZ), (GMT-5), 208, Bloor
Street, West Suite No -806, PO
MbS3B4, Toronto, Ontario, Canada.
+1-416-9443381

Fax: +1-416-9448744

Email: nycuu@bdbiman.com

Yangon, Myanmar

GSA - Transmarine Logistics

Asia Pte Ltd, Room: R-18, 2nd Floor,
Centre Point Tower No 66 Corner

of Sule Pagoda Road and Merchant
Street, Kyuaktada Township

+95 1 371867-68,

Fax: +95 1 371869

Mobile: +95943029328

Email: saeed.ahmed@transmarinelo-
gistics.com
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¥ fleet

Biman
Bangladesh fleet

& Biman

Bangladesh Airlines Ltd.

Central Engineering Department

Interior Arrangement of Boeing 777-300ER
(35J+384Y = 419 PAX)

Entry/ Emergency Entry/

Exit
AN

v
Entry/ Emergency Entry/
Exit Exit Exit
< Rows 1-52 >

(Row No. 13 are omitted.)
Interior Arrangement of Boeing 777-200ER
(12J+21W+286Y = 319PAX)

Entry/ Emergency

Emergency
Exit

-« Rows 1-43 »

(Rows No. 3-7 are omitted.)

Biman Bangladesh Airlines Fleet Data

Interior Arrangement of Boeing 737-800
(12J+150Y = 162 PAX)

Entry/ Emergency

Exit(02nos.)

Emergency

Exit(02nos.) Exit

<4«——————Rows 128 ——M»

Interior Arrangement of Airbus A310
(27J+198Y = 225 PAX)

Emergency

< Rows 1-34 »

S2-ADK = Rows 1-34 (Rows No. 5, 6, 7, 13 are omitted)
S2-ADF = Rows 1-36 (Rows No. 5, 6, 7, 8, 13 are omitted)

TECHNICAL DETAILS AIRCRAFT

777-300ER 777-200ER A310-300 737-800
Passengers 36J+384Y 12J+21W+286Y 2567 +196 'Y 12J+1650Y
Engines (maximum thrust) GE90-100 (115,300 Ibs.) PW4090 (90,000 Ibs.) PW4000 (56,000 Ibs.) CFM56-7 (26,300 Ibs.)
Maximum Fuel Capacity 181,300 liters 171,200 liters 61,630 liters 26,025 liters
Maximum Takeoff Weight 765,000 lbs 632,499 lbs 361,600 lbs 70,987 kg
Maximum Range 7,825 NM (14,490 km) 7725NM (14316 km) 9,600 km 5,665 km
Typical Cruise Speed 905 km/h 1000 km/h 850 km/h 828 km/h

Wing span 212 ft. 7 in (64.8 m) 199 ft. 11 in (60.9 m)

BASIC DIMENSIONS

144 ft. 0.4 in (43.9m) 112 ft. 7in (34.315 m)

With winglets n/a n/a

n/a 117 ft. 5in (36.8 m)

Overall Length 242 ft. 4 in (73.86 m) 209 ft. 1 in (63.7 m) 153 ft. 0.9 in (46.66 m) 129 ft. 6 in (39.472 m)
Tail Height 60 ft. 8 in (18.49 m) 60 ft. 8in (18.49 m) 51 ft. 10 in (15.81 m) 40 ft. 10.5 in (12.459 m)
Interior Cabin Width 20 ft. 4in (6.2 m) 20 ft. 4in (6.2 m) 18 ft. 6 in (5.64 m) 12 ft. 4 in (3.7592 m)

Note: Interior arrangement of S2-ADK has shown in figure. ‘W' refers to Premium Economy Class of Biman.
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slim 1s smart

Every inch is precious

If your furniture crowds the space you live in, is not worth having.
HATIL brings you an array of impeccably
designed furniture that fits well
wherever you place them.

Live well with furniture
that fits well

Sy BRS R

for doors and furniture

Hotline : 02-9002225 [www.hatilbd.com
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