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In this series Brill publishes monographs that 
illuminate issues of social change, broadly 
understood, in Africa south of the Sahara.  
Coherently edited volumes may also be 
considered.  Brill invites original, empirical, 
work that makes an essential conceptual 
contribution to its field, and has a particular 
interest in work by younger scholars.  Brill 
welcomes proposals from every branch of 

the social sciences and humanities that also 
appeal to a non-specialist audience.  Studies 
of source materials for African history, African 
linguistics, and religion in Africa each have 
their own series and will not be included in 
this series.  Wherever appropriate, authors 
are invited to suggest African publishers 
with whom their work might be published in 
partnership with Brill.

Contest for Land in Madagascar
Environment, Ancestors   
and Development

Edited by Sandra J.T.M. Evers, VU University, 
Amsterdam, Gwyn Campbell, McGill 
University, Montreal, and Michael Lambek, 
University of Toronto

• September 2013
• ISBN 978 90 04 25622 4
• Paperback    
  (approx. 220 pp.)
• List price           
  EUR 69.- / US$ 89.-
• African Social Studies       
  Series, 31

The Malagasy possess a profound religious, 
socio-political and economic attachment to 
land which connects individuals and kinship 
groups with the ancestors. International 
stakeholders value Madagascar for its 
biodiversity, minerals and agricultural 
potential, while the Malagasy state views land 
as the necessary platform for its economic 
development. This collection presents original 
research by established and rising scholars 
across a broad spectrum of disciplines, 
including Human Genetics, Anthropology and 
History. Authors focus on land as the pivotal 
factor underlying the economic, social and 
religious structures of Malagasy society and its 
relationship with outsiders, aiming to provide 
new insights into the issues underlying 
Madagascar’s ongoing economic and political 
malaise.

Nomads in the Shadows   
of Empires
Contests, Conflicts and Legacies  
on the Southern Ethiopian-Northern 
Kenyan Frontier

Gufu Oba, Norwegian University    
of Life Sciences

• August 2013
• ISBN 978 90 04 24439 9
• Paperback     
  (approx. 318 pp.)
• List price    
  EUR 75.- / US$ 97.-
• African Social Studies   
  Series, 30

In Nomads in the Shadows of Empires Gufu 
Oba presents accounts of why the legacies 
of banditry and ethnic conflicts have proved 
so difficult to resolve along the southern 
Ethiopian and northern Kenyan frontier. Using 
interpretative and comparative methods to 
dialogue the relationships between different 
political actors on both sides of the frontier, 
the work captures the dynamics of political 
events related to imperial contests over 
borders and trans-frontier treaty. A complex 
evolution of inter-societal relations, as 
well as the relations between partitioned 
nomads and the imperial states had resulted 
in persistent conflicts. This work improves 
the understanding why frontier pastoralists 
continue to experience conflict over land, even 
after the transfer of the tribal territories to the 
imperial and postcolonial states.
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The Forgotten People
Political Banishment under Apartheid

Saleem Badat, Rhodes University, 
Grahamstown, South Africa

• January 2013
• ISBN 978 90 04 24633 1 
• Paperback (xxviii, 364 pp.)
• List price EUR 75.- / US$ 104.-
• African Social Studies Series, 29

The apartheid state employed many weapons against 
its opponents: imprisonment, banning, detention, 
assassination – and banishment. In a practice reminiscent of 
Tsarist and Soviet Russia, a large number of ‘enemies of the 
state’ were banished to remote areas, far from their homes, 
communities and followers. Here their existence became 
‘a slow torture of the soul’, a kind of social death. This is the 
first study of an important but hitherto neglected group 
of opponents of apartheid, set in a global, historical and 
comparative perspective. It looks at the reasons why people 
were banished, their lives in banishment and the efforts 
of a remarkable group of activists, led by Helen Joseph, 
to assist them.

Contested Power in Ethiopia
Traditional Authorities and Multi-Party 
Elections

Edited by Kjetil Tronvoll, University 
of Oslo, and Tobias Hagmann, 
University of California, Berkeley

• December 2011
• ISBN 978 90 04 21843 7
• Paperback (xiv, 299 pp.)
• List price EUR 69.- / US$ 95.-
• African Social Studies Series, 27

This book offers a comparative ethnography of the contested 
powers that shape democratization in Ethiopia. Although 
multi-party elections have become the norm in Africa, 
relatively little is known about the significance of non-state 
actors such as traditional authorities in electioneering. 
Focusing on Ethiopia’s competitive 2005 elections, this book 
analyzes how customary leaders, political parties and state 
officials confronted and complemented each other during 
election time. Case studies reveal the contemporaneousness 
of traditional authorities in modern politics, but also how 
multi-party competition reproduces traditional relations 
of domination among ethnic groups. The book documents 
the importance of customary authority in selecting party 
candidates and providing legitimacy to political parties, 
but also their limitations in a country dominated by 
a semi-authoritarian party-state.

Sure Road? Nationalisms in Angola, 
Guinea-Bissau and Mozambique

Edited by Eric Morier-Genoud, 
Queen’s University Belfast

• April 2012
• ISBN 978 90 04 22261 8
• Paperback (xxvi, 270 pp.)
• List price EUR 69.- / US$ 95.-
• African Social Studies Series, 28

This book brings together new research on the subject of 
nations and nationalisms in Angola, Guinea-Bissau and 
Mozambique.  It explores the history and politics of diverse 
nationalist discourses and ideologies, and it revisits the for-
mation and contemporary developments of national imag-
ined communities in Portuguese-speaking Africa. It does so 
by drawing on several disciplines and by exploring themes 
as diverse as Frelimo’s liberation literature, UNITA’s moral 
economy and the disaggregation of Guinea-Bissau. The 
authors provide novel insights in the hope of contributing 
to the academic and public debate on the subject, not least 
in those countries where, in the face of liberalisation, ruling 
parties and their opponents have been arguing intensively 
over, and have sometime struggled to re-invent, a sense of 
national community. Through their engagement with the 
subject, authors also make a contribution to the general 
discussion of the concepts of nations and nationalism.

Consider Somaliland
State-Building with Traditional Leaders   
and Institutions

Marleen Renders

• January 2012
• ISBN 978 90 04 21848 2
• Paperback (xxii, 290 pp.)
• List price EUR 69.- / US$ 95.-
• African Social Studies Series, 26

Can ‘traditional’ leaders and institutions help to build more 
legitimate, accountable and effective governments in polities 
or ‘states’ under (re)construction? This book investigates the 
case of “Somaliland”, the 20-year old non-recognized state 
which emerged from Somalia’s conflict and state collapse. 
A careful analysis of Somaliland’s political history, it outlines 
the complex and evolving institutional and power dynamics 
involving clan elders, militia leaders, guerrilla movements, 
as well as politicians and civil servants in its emerging state 
structures. While showing the great potential of endogenous 
processes, it clearly demonstrates the complexity and the 
politics of those processes and the necessity to think beyond 
one-size-fits-all state-building formulas.

The Politics of Ethnicity in Ethiopia: Actors, Power and 
Mobilisation under Ethnic Federalism, Lovise Aalen, June 2011,  
ISBN 978 90 04 20729 5, Paperback (xvi, 214 pp.), List price EUR 73.- 
/ US$ 95.-, AFSS, 25

The Powerful Presence of the Past: Integration and Conflict along 
the Upper Guinea Coast, Edited by Jacqueline Knörr and Wilson 
Trajano Filho, October 2010, ISBN 978 90 04 19000 9, Paperback  
(xiv, 378 pp.), List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-, AFSS, 24

Being and Becoming Hausa: Interdisciplinary Perspectives, Edited 
by Anne Haour and Benedetta Rossi, July 2010, ISBN 978 90 04 18542 
5, Paperback (xviii, 310 pp.), List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-, AFSS, 23

Disputing the Floodplains: Institutional Change and the Politics of 
Resource Management in African Wetlands, Edited by Tobias Haller, 
July 2010, ISBN 978 90 04 18532 6, Paperback (xviii, 454 pp.),   
List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-, AFSS, 22

Land, Labour and Entrustment: West African Female Farmers and 
the Politics of Difference, Pamela Kea, April 2010, ISBN 978 90 04 
18232 5, Paperback (xx, 220 pp.), List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-,  
AFSS, 21

Maji Maji: Lifting the Fog of War, Edited by James Giblin and Jamie 
Monson, May 2010, ISBN 978 90 04 18342 1, Paperback (xii, 326 pp.), 
List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-, AFSS, 20

The Governance of Daily Life in Africa: Ethnographic Explorations 
of Public and Collective Services, Edited by Giorgio Blundo and 
Pierre-Yves Le Meur, November 2008, ISBN 978 90 04 17128 2, 
Paperback (x, 350 pp.), List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-, AFSS, 19

The King of Drinks: Schnapps Gin from Modernity to Tradition, 
Dmitri van den Bersselaar, October 2007, ISBN 978 90 04 16091 0, 
Paperback (xiv, 284 pp.), List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-, AFSS, 18

The Pot-King: The Body and Technologies of Power, Jean-Pierre 
Warnier, November 2007, ISBN 978 90 04 15217 5, Paperback   
(x, 326 pp.), List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-, AFSS, 17

Making Nations, Creating Strangers: States and Citizenship in 
Africa, Edited By Sara Dorman, Daniel Hammett, and Paul Nugent, 
May 2007, ISBN 978 90 04 15790 3, Paperback (xiv, 282 pp.),   
List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-, AFSS, 16

Kenyan Khat: The Social Life of a Stimulant, Neil C.M. Carrier, 
February 2007, ISBN 978 90 04 15659 3, Paperback (xvi, 272 pp.  
+ 16 illus. 20 illus.), List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-, AFSS, 15

Shaping Tradition: Civil Society, Community and Development in 
Colonial Northern Ghana, 1899-1957, Jeff D. Grischow, October 2006, 
ISBN 978 90 04 15243 4, Paperback (xii, 268 pp.), List price EUR 73.-  
/ US$ 95.-, AFSS, 14

Comrades, Clients and Cousins: Colonialism, Socialism and 
Democratization in São Tomé and Príncipe, Gerhard Seibert, May 
2006, ISBN 978 90 04 14736 2, Paperback (xx, 616 pp.), List price  
EUR 106.- / US$ 137.-, AFSS, 13

Migrants, Credit and Climate: The Gambian Groundnut Trade, 1834-
1934, Kenneth Swindell and Alieu Jeng, August 2006, ISBN 978 90 04 
14059 2, Paperback (xxxvi, 264 pp.), List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-, 
AFSS, 12

Living in the Shadow of the Large Dams: Long Term Responses 
of Downstream and Lakeside Communities of Ghana’s Volta 
River Project, Dzodzi Tsikata, May 2006, ISBN 978 90 04 14144 5, 
Paperback (xxiv, 440 pp.), List price EUR 96.- / US$ 124.-, AFSS, 11

A Political Economy of Health Care in Senegal, Maghan Keita, 
December 2006, ISBN 978 90 04 15065 2, Paperback (xii, 212 pp.), 
List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-, AFSS, 10

Land and the Politics of Belonging in West Africa, Edited by 
Richard Kuba and Carola Lentz, October 2005, ISBN 978 90 04 14817 
8, Paperback (viii, 272 pp.), List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-, AFSS, 9

The Spatial Factor in African History: The Relationship of the 
Social, Material, and Perceptual, Edited by Allen M. Howard 
and Richard M. Shain, November 2004, ISBN 978 90 04 13913 8, 
Paperback (xii, 372 pp.), List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-, AFSS, 8

Bodywork: Dress as Cultural Tool: Dress and Demeanour in the 
South of Senegal, Janet Andrewes, October 2004, ISBN 978 90 04 
14107 0, Paperback (xii, 260 pp.), List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-,  
AFSS, 7

Critical Perspectives on Politics and Socio-Economic 
Development in Ghana, Edited by Wisdom J. Tettey, Korbla P. 
Puplampu and Bruce J. Berman, April 2003, ISBN 978 90 04 13013 5, 
Paperback (xxii, 458 pp.), List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-, AFSS, 6

From Crisis to Renewal: Development Policy and Management in 
Africa, Kempe Ronald Hope, Sr., July 2002, ISBN 978 90 04 12531 5, 
Paperback (xiv, 212 pp.), List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-, AFSS, 5

Constructing History, Culture and Inequality: The Betsileo in the 
Extreme Southern Highlands of Madagascar, Sandra J.T.M. Evers, 
July 2002, ISBN 978 90 04 12460 8, Paperback (xiv, 242 pp.),   
List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-, AFSS, 4

Undercurrents of Ethnic Conflict in Kenya, John O. Oucho,  
June 2002, ISBN 978 90 04 12459 2, Paperback (xxii, 238 pp.),  
List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-, AFSS, 3

A Place in the World: New Local Historiographies in Africa and 
South Asia, Edited by Axel Harneit-Sievers, November 2001,   
ISBN 978 90 04 12303 8, Paperback (x, 384 pp.), List price EUR 73.-  
/ US$ 95.-, AFSS, 2

Mediating Means and Fate: A Socio-Political Analysis of Fertility 
and Demographic Change in Bamako, Mali, Saskia Brand, November 
2000, ISBN 978 90 04 12033 4, Paperback (xviii, 340 pp.),   
List price EUR 73.- / US$ 95.-, AFSS, 1

Previously published in African Social Studies Series:


