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Bluerise Chief Technical Officer and co-founder Ir. Berend Jan Kleute (left) and Bluerise Vice-President En-
gineering Ir. Joost Kirkenier at the OTEC installation at Technical University Delft Process and Energy Lab.

Bluerise looks at Saba for project

Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion

By Suzanne Koelega

DELFT--Bluerise, a technical in-
novation and research company
in Delft, the Netherlands, has
ambitions to start an ocean ther-

® Bonaire

ROSALES AS
POLICE CHIEF

Caribbean Netherlands Police Force
Chief Hildegard Buitink will retire ef-
fective March 1 and current acting
chief Jose Rosales will exercise the
“top cop” function until the arrival of
a new chief. Page 3.

® Philipsburg

HEFTY FINE
FOR ASSAULT

A violent assault on his ex-girlfriend
cost a 51-year-old resident of Sandy
Ground a NAf. 2,500 fine on Thurs-
day. Page 4.

©® Maho

DEBATING
COMPETITION

Students of schools in St. Maarten and
around the region are participating in
the annual Leeward Islands Debating
Competition February 25-28. Page 5.
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mal energy conversion (OTEC)
project in Saba, to generate elec-
tricity for the island with the pos-
sibility of producing fresh water
as well.

Bluerise representatives will
be meeting with the Permanent
Committee for Kingdom Rela-
tions of the Second Chamber of
the Dutch Parliament on March
10 to give a presentation on the
Saba ambitions and in what way
the project would contribute pos-
itively to providing renewable,
clean energy for Saba. Bluerise is

Check out our special to

Santo
Domingo NAR. 433

— InselAr

Call: 543-0106

www.fly.inselair.com

currently developing the Ocean
Ecopark project for Curagao’s
airport building and surround-
ings.

Continued on page 8
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Jumaica’s opposition wins general
election as voters tire of austerity

KINGSTON, Jamaica--Jamaica’s
opposition narrowly won a gen-
eral election on Thursday, with its
message of deep tax cuts and mas-
sive job creation winning over vot-
ers weary of years of tough IMF-
mandated austerity measures.
The Jamaican Labour Party
(JLP) led by Andrew Holness was
ahead in 33 of the 63 seats with
most votes counted, according to
the electoral council website.
The sound of airhorns filled the
JLP’s headquarters in Kingston
as a jubilant crowd of support-
ers in the party’s signature green

waved flags and partied to dance-
hall music.

“The country wanted to be pros-
perous. The country wanted to ex-
hale,” one supporter told local tele-
vision, his name drowned out by the
celebrations.

Holness, who is expected to be
the Caribbean nation’s next prime
minister, has promised to create
250,000 jobs on the island of 2.7
million people and do away with
income tax for many wage earners.

Opinion polls before the election
forecast victory for Prime Minister

Continued on page 14

SXMusic

By Sanne Rotmeijer

PHILIPSBURG/MARIGOT-
-From March 9 to 13, 2016, St.
Maarten/St. Martin will host the
first edition of the SXMusic Fes-
tival, a five-day electronic music
event with internationally known
DJ’s, (visual) artists and techno
lovers from all over the world.
The festival will take place at
various selected venues through-
out the island. “Its accessibil-

Festival

ity, its vibe and its beaches: St.
Maarten/St. Martin is built for a
party!”

The Daily Herald sat down with
Julian Arbia, the initiator and
organizer of the SXMusic Festi-
val in the restaurant of the Mer-
cure Hotel in Nettle Bay. While
he excuses himself for the bags
under his eyes, he passionately
speaks about the festival that he
has been preparing now for 14

Continued on page 15

Richardson: ‘Lycée violence reflection
of school, social and societal failure’

MARIGOT--Former President
of the Collectivité Alain Rich-
ardson said Thursday, he strongly
condemned the recent violence
at the Lycée, calling for a halt to
“cosmetic solutions” and for the

SCS
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State and the Collectivité to deal
once and for all with the causes at
their roots.

He referred to the shocking in-
cident last week where a group
of youths armed with machetes
and a gun was able to breach the

Very attractlve

rates to AMS

as low as

NAf. 1,100

Limited seats available and price
is subject to change without prior natice
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C.A. Cannegieterstreet 129, Phillipshurg
Tel: 542-5022/542-5502 « Fax: 543-1109
Cineta Building 2b, Airport Blvd #29
Tel: 545-3980/545-4038  Fax 545-3981

Lycée perimeter to settle scores
with students, resulting in one
student sustaining cuts from a
machete. The incident resulted
in the establishment remaining
closed for two days.

“I strongly condemn this vio-
lence and the repeated violation
of places expected to be sanctu-
aries of knowledge and learning,

Continued on page 10
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T e Can hatchet be buried?
St. Maarten Marine Trades Association (SMMTA) wants Government to
Member of the . . s .
Inter American Press Association postpone or cancel the still-pending transfer of any additional concession
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The Caribbean Herald NV
Bush Road 22
St. Maarten
Dutch Caribbean
P.0.Box 828
CoC # 6997.0
RBC Royal Bank St. Maarten
USD acc. 8200000002129383
NAf acc. 8200000404075271

President
R.F.Snow
Managing Director
Mary Jane Hellmund
Publisher/ Managing Director
Paul De Windt
Editorial
Gordon H. Snow
(Managing Editor)
Rajesh Chintaman
(Night Editor)
Margaret Brooks
(Email Editor)
Judy Fitzpatrick
Alita Singh
John van Kerkhof
Andrew Dick
IThomas A. Burnett Jr. (Sports)
John Halley (photos)
Correction
Saresa Gray
Sharon van Arneman
Lesley Vieira
Clive Hodge
Phyllis Meit
Cindy Carter
Kathren Weeks
Celine Carty
Correspondents
Suzanne Koelega (Neth.)
Brenda Carty (Anguilla)
Althea Merkman (Statia)
Scott Kirkpatrick (Saba)
Robert Luckock (St. Martin)
Lay-Out
Richard James
Rodolphe O. Boirard
Stephen Morris
Operations Manager/
Managing Director
Steven De Windt
Office Manager
Mijke Stenz
Rosalie Davis (assis.)
Accounting
Ada van Luling
Mercedes De Windt
Advertising
Moira Marcelle (Chief)
Stephanie Culbert
Harmen Rijsdijk
Cecilia Vazquez
Saskia Van Leeuwen
Latoya Philips (assis.)
Graphics
Mark Martelly
Evadney Henriques
Chanaz Calor
Mark Persaud
Sjorensly Valies
Special Editions
Lisa Burnett
Claudienne Peterson
Lucinda Frye
Reception
Ethlyn Joubert

THE DAILY HERALD
ST. MAARTEN
Telephone
542-5253/542-5597/
542-0931/543-7236
FAX 542-5913
E-Mail:
dherald@sintmaarten.net
advertising@thedailyherald.com

editorial @thedailyherald.com
classifieds@thedailyherald.com

ANGUILLA/264-497-3138
ABA

S
416-2381/416-2881(sales)

416-6561(edit)
scottkirkpatrick@hotmail.com

STATIA
318-2401/318-2936/
fax 318-2136

WEATHER

Today: Fair to partly cloudy and breezy, with a local shower possible.
Winds: Easterly, 9-15mph.
Sea conditions: Moderate.

Seas: 5-6 feet.
Forecast high: 29°C 84°F
Forecast low: 24°C 75°F

SYNOPSIS: A strong Atlantic high-pressure system continues to
dominate the weather pattern across the region. Consequently, lim-
ited precipitation is expected with moderate Easterly winds across
the local area. Seas are peaking near 6 feet but expected to deterio-
rate gradually during this forecast period. Small craft operators and

sea-bathers should continue to exercise caution.
SPECIAL FEATURES: None.

Outlook through Saturday evening: Fair to partly cloudy, with a lo-

cal shower possible.
Sunrise: 6:33am.
Sunset: 6:17pm.

any waters of Simpson Bay and the lagoon (see Thursday paper), until a
full investigation is conducted into Port St. Maarten Group of Companies
and its subsidiary.

SMMTA alleges that in the five years SLAC has been 100 per cent owned by
the harbour, they have not helped the yachting industry, protected the envi-
ronment or improved their services in Simpson Bay. The complaint is nothing
new, alleging among other things that in this manner the port “de facto” is
competing with businesses in the very sector SLAC is meant to regulate.
The fees charged remain a bone of contention, while multiple suggestions
for a review and more customer-friendly structure allegedly have been
ignored. It is also stated that Port St. Maarten’s management team “uni-
laterally expanded their objectives to include competing with the private
sector at many levels.”

The request came just two weeks after Dock Maarten Managing Director
Brian Deher, a prominent SMMTA board member, officially asked the
Council of Ministers to investigate the harbour’s Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) Brian Mingo. As known, Deher’s company and Port St. Maarten
are locked in a bitter legal dispute over developments at Great Bay.

It’s actually a bit sad that this battle has flared up again on the eve of the
36" annual Heineken Regatta, which played a key role over the years in
promoting the spectacular growth of the local marine sector, to the ben-
efit of both SMMTA members and SLAC. One can’t easily see how at this
point, but wouldn’t it be nice if all parties involved could find common
ground to bridge their differences?

That does not mean there shouldn’t be any investigation into the harbour.
Moreover, a civil inquiry by the Prosecutor’s Office is already underway,
which includes SLAC and the Simpson Bay causeway project.

The point is that in the end there are enough joint interests to warrant
both sides seeking a pragmatic but fair compromise instead of continued
conflict. That probably would be the favoured option among much of the
general public who may not entirely understand, but must be wondering

SMART PLAY SXM DAILY NUMBERS CURACAO
61854 38616 7704
62011 52619 8556
46313 19521 4565

Results displayed are provided as a service to readers of The Daily Herald and are not official.
‘All winning numbers are to be verified at Robbie's Lottery main offce.

CRUISE;SHIPS IN PORTATODAY.

Date

Vessel

Adonia

Jewel of the Seas
Anthem of the Seas

Feb. 26
Feb. 26
Feb. 26

Place  Arrival
Pier  6:30
Pier  7:30
Pier  9:00

Departure Agent

17:30 Maduro
18:00 Maduro
18:00 Maduro

further

Correction

by now if there is really no way that hatchet can be buried.

Thursday’s editorial mistakenly said the Supervisory Board of GEBE had
withdrawn its earlier nomination of William Brooks as Chief Executive Of-
ficer (CEO). The board did change its mind on his candidacy and ended up
strongly advising the shareholder against the appointment.
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worries behind and just go further

with Sol.
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with a full 50 itre gas tank,
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Agenda 51. Maarfen / St. Marfin

Friday at 1.30 p.

KIWANIS SOUALIGA 1st & 3rd Monday
7:00pm Holland House

JCI St. Maarten (JAYCEES) meeting at
the Philipsburg Jubilee Library every last

ST. MAAR'

POLICE STATION

Philipsburg tel. 542-2222

Simpson Bay tel. 545-5500

HOT LINE 108

EMERGENCY 911

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Tel. 542-6001 or 919

HOSPITAL

Medical Center, Cay Hill

24-hour Emergency Service

tel. 543-1111 or 910

AMBULANCE

Philipsburg tel. 542-2111 or 912

MEDICAL EMERGENCIES

For medical emergencies after clinic hours,
from 6:00 pm - 8:00 am and during week-
ends and holidays, all patients can go to the
emergency room of the St. Maarten Medical
Center, tel.: 543-1111 (ext. 1)

SXM Animal Welfare Foundation Ambu-
lance Team 520-8887

CRIME STOPPERS ANYMOUS TIP LINE:
543-TIPS(8477)

TELEPHONE INFO

Tel-em: 542-2211

WEATHER INFO: 123

ST. MAARTEN TOURIST OFFICE

Krippa building, Juancho Yrausquin blvd. #6,
tel. +1721-5490200, fax. +1 721-542-0664

EN

ST MAARTEN Z0O

Madame Estate: tel. 543-2030

Open daily 10 am - 6 pm.

October-March 9 am - 5 pm.

Admission: Adults: $10, kids $5.

COLE BAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL: meet-
ing 1st. Thursday of month at Sun Flower
Kinder Garten School, Union Rd. Cole Bay
at 7:30pm

SERVICE CLUBS

ROTARY meeting at Toppers Restaurant,
every Wednesday at 12:15 p.m. 113 Welfare
rd. Simpson Bay. Rotary Mid Isle meets every
Tuesday 7 pm, at Mary’s Boon, Simpson Bay.
Rotary Sunrise meets every Tuesday at 7am
at Barefoot

Terrace Restaurant, Philipsburg Boardwalk.
Rotary club St. Martin Nord meet at the Grand
Case Beach Club Sunday at 7:30 p.m. Rota-
rac Club of St. Maarten Sunrise meets every
1st and 4th Saturday at 7am at Belair Beach
Hotel. email: presidentrotarysxm@gmail.com
LIONS meeting at the Upper Princess Quarter
Community Centre Lions Den in Sucker
Garden every 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the
month at 7 p.m.

ST.MAARTEN LEO CLUB meeting at the
Lions Den every 1st, 3rd Saturday every
month at 11:00 am

KIWANIS meets at Wifol Building on Thursday
each month at 7.30pm.

Kiwanis Key Club of the St. Maarten Acade-
my meeting at the St. Maarten Academy every

of the month at 7:30 p.m. Busi-
ness attire required.

PHILIPSBURG TOASTMASTERS CLUB bi-
monthly sessions every first and third Thurs-
day of every month at the Library conference
room at 8:00 p.m.

ST MARTIN MUSEUM

Frontstreet 7, Philipsburg, tel 542-4917
Opening hours from March 1st:

Monday - Friday: 10 a.m.to 4 p.m.

Saturday & Sundays: closed.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

Mon-Sun, 6-7pm, Red Cross Building, Airport
Road. Saturday and Sunday at Mullet Bay
beach next to restaurant 8.30-9:30am.

Tel. 581-1875 / 544-3203

St. Maarten AIDS Foundation 55 Welfare
road tel +5532626/ +5884636
www.sxmaidsfoundation.org ; Facebook:
sxmaidsfoundation

NATURE FOUNDATION ST. MAARTEN
Wellsberg Street 1A, units 25-26, Cole Bay *
Tel. 544-4267, Fax. 544-4268.Email: info@
naturefoundationsxm.org

ANIMALS R. FRIENDS

Mailbox La Palapa Center, Simpson Bay *
Email: arf_sxm@yahoo.com, www.arfsxm.org
PHILIPSBURG JUBILEE LIBRARY
Ch.E.W.Vogestr. 12, Tel. 542-2970.

Open: Mo: closed, Tu/We: 9-12.30/ 2-8,

Th: 2-8, Fr:9-12.30/2-5, Sa: 10-1.
WOMEN'S DESK, Hope Estate Road #4;
Hope Estate Upper Princess Quarter

(1721) 542-7940 / (1721) 520-1145 / (1721)
520-1146

SAFE HAVEN, providing shelter and support
to victims of family violence. POB 636; Hotline:
9333; Office 9277; Fax: 9368

CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT, E.C. Richardson
street 11-b; Tel. 542-1000/542-1008; Fax:
542-1001

COAST GUARD, (24 HRS): 913

FRENCH HONORARY CONSUL - PO Box
803, Philipsburg - Tél. : 011 590 590 87 99
89 — Email : Stanislas. GRAIRE@wanadoo.fr -
Open : Mon. Tue. Wed. 9 :00am to 12 :00pm
LEGAL AID CENTER, Law Clinic, open every
Saturday 9:00am - 12.00 noon. Free advise
on personal legal issues. Administration Build-
ing, tel. 5422337

THE RED CROSS, ST.MAARTEN, Airport
Road, #34 Simpson Bay, Tel. 545-2333/2304,
Fax. 545-5263. Cell. 586-5330 (24/7) Email:
info@redcross-sxm.org

SALVATION ARMY Union Rd 59 Cole Bay
POBox5184 Tel/fax:5445424 (721)544-5424
/ 5534682 email: jona_augusto@hotmail.com
Facebook: SXM Salvation Army
ST.MAARTEN CHAPTER OF BUSINESS
AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN holds their
general monthly meetings every third Monday
at the Delta Hotel at 7:00 pm.

DIABETES  FOUNDATION OF  ST.
MAARTEN, Free blood-glucose testing every
Thursday from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. at the Philips-
burg Pharmacy Voges street, Philipsburg (op-
posite library). Tel.: 542-3001

USO St. Maarten/St. Martin (USA military),
contact Janet Lambert 5577616 or 00590 590
294406.

SKALCLUB ST. MAARTEN/ST. MARTIN

meets 1st Tuesday of the month. For location
call: 5424432 (Jennifer).
St. Maarten/St. Martin Alliance For Equality
(SAFE) Tel: +1-721-5504221 www.safesxm.
com facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
safe.sxm G+: +safe sxm

POLICE MUNICIPALE

tel. (00590) 590 87.61.55

GENDARMERIE

tel. (00590) 590 52.30.00/02

FIRE DEPARTMENT

tel. (00590) 590 52.30.40

AMBULANCE

Tel. (00590) 590 52-00-52

Cell. (00590) 690 57-13-28

Fax. (00590) 590 29-08-11

HOSPITAL tel. (00590) 590 52 25 25
DISPENSAIRE Marigot

8a.m. - 3p.m. tel. (00590) 590 87.50.93
DISPENSAIRE Orléans

8a.m. -3 p.m. tel. (00590) 590 87.37.21
C.R.0.S.S. (Center, Research, Organization,
Rescue, Security) is on stand by 24 hours at
0596 709292.

SERVICE CLUBS

ROTARY Club Sunset restaurant, Grand
Case Beach Club every Thursday at
7:45p.m.

LIONS First and third Tuesday at Nadaillac,
Marigot at 7.30 p.m.

MUSEUM ST. MARTIN

located Fichot Street nr 7 (behind the Catholic
Church) Open from 9am to 1pm, and from 3pm
to 5pm tel. (00590)590 56.78.92.
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Parties during the meeting.

CPS, specialists,
lab discuss Zika

PHILIPSBURG-The Health
Ministry’s Collective Preven-
tion Services (CPS) discussed
guidelines on handling the
Zika virus during a recent
meeting with medical profes-
sionals including gynaecolo-
gists, a paediatrician, internists
and representatives of the St.
Maarten Laboratory Services
(SLS).

Parties informed CPS about
testing mechanisms in place
and indicated whether ad-
ditional assistance would be
needed.

According to a press release,
the discussion was conducted
considering that “there is a
lack of scientific evidence that
Zika causes microcephaly;
that there is insufficient evi-
dence that Zika causes Guil-
lian Barré Syndrome or other
neurological disorders; there
is no scientific data to establish
a clear correlation between
Zika and genetic abnormali-
ties and that all the literature
indicate that there might be an
association, but to what extent

Trench Cleaning on
Bush Road Sunday

PHILIPSBURG-Trench clean-
ing along Bush Road, from Er-
nest Hotel to Photo Gumbs, will
be carried out by Topix Heavy
Equipment on Sunday from
9:00am to 5:00pm.

The cleaning is in connection
with the maintenance of the
storm water drains, according
to Ministry of Public Housing,
Environment, Spatial Develop-
ment and Infrastructure VRO-
ML

The road will not be closed
to vehicular traffic during the
cleaning exercise.

The Ministry urges motorists
and pedestrians to be alert for
the cleaning crew.

nnarharmony
wellness centers

DETOXIFY

NOURISH
ADAPT

still needs to be established
and confirmed.

“The advice is to only com-
municate the facts and elimi-
nate the emotional aspects in
what is communicated. The
facts should be provided until
otherwise scientifically prov-
en,” the release said.

Parties also discussed a
possible link between micro-
cephaly and Zika. During the
first trimester of pregnancy,
viral testing is already part of
the examination that is con-
ducted as part of the intake
process of a pregnant woman.

During pregnancy, general
practitioners normally re-
quest viral lab testing; they
will add Zika to the list. This
way any pregnant women
suspected of Zika that fit the
case definition will be tested.
When a pregnant woman is
confirmed for Zika by a gen-
eral practitioner, she will be
referred to a gynaecologist
for specialised attention and
further monitoring.

Pregnant women have the
same risk as the rest of the
population of being infected
with Zika, which is transmit-
ted by the bite of infected Ae-
des mosquitoes. Many wom-
en may remain unaware that
they have the virus, as they
may not develop any symp-
toms, the release said. Only
one in five people infected
with Zika develops symptoms
and in those with symptoms
the illness is usually mild.

The most common symptoms
are slight fever and exantema
or rash. Other symptoms re-
lated to Zika are conjunctivi-

tis, muscle and joint pain and
general malaise, which begin
two to seven days after the bite
of an infected mosquito.

Everyone, including preg-
nant women and women of
childbearing age, should avoid
exposure to mosquito bites,
for example, by wearing long
sleeves and long pants, using
insecticide-treated  mosquito
nets and using insect repel-
lents.

Public health authorities also
emphasise the need to follow
instructions on the label when
using repellent. In every home
and its surroundings, it is very
important to identify and
eliminate potential mosquito
breeding sites.

Zika is a member of the flavi-
viridae family and is transmit-
ted to humans by mosquitoes.
It is related to other pathogen-
ic vector borne flaviviruses in-
cluding dengue, chikungunya,
West-Nile and Japanese en-
cephalitis viruses but produces
a comparatively mild disease
in humans.

Additional information
about dengue fever, Zika
and chikungunya prevention
measures, can be obtained by
calling CPS at tel. 542-2078 or
542-3003.

ORANGE CT  NAF/] 50
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BONAIRE--Effective March
1, Chief of Caribbean Neth-
erlands Police Force Hilde-
gard Buitink will retire. From
then, until the arrival of a
new chief, Jose Rosales the
current acting chief, will ex-
ercise the “top-cop” function
for Bonaire, St. Eustatius and
Saba.

The procedure for recruiting
a successor has not yet led to
the nomination of a suitable
candidate. The corps admin-
istrator hopes to conclude
this in the short term.

Because of the departure
of the chief plus the fore-
seen departure of the head
of business operations, some
provisions needed to be made
within the management team.
In the framework of bridging
the interim period until the
appointment of the new chief
a number of persons were
found willing to assist, the
National Service Caribbean
Netherlands RCN stated in a
release.

To allow management to
make a collective start at
the beginning of March an
agreement was reached with
the Head of Business Opera-
tions that, because of this, she

Zovisteey
closed today
from 8:00am

PHILIPSBURG-The  sec-
tion of Zoutsteeg between
Canneigeter Street and E.C.
Richardson Street will be
closed today, Friday, in con-
nection with the open house
of Bureau Ombudsman. The
closure is from 8:00am to
2:00pm.

The Ministry of Spatial Plan-
ning advises motorists to use
D.A. Peterson Street to gain
access to Cannegieter Street.
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A. TH. ILLIDGE ROAD, TEL: {1-721)543-7206

OPEN: MON - FRI, 7:45AM-5PM / SAT, 8AM-1PM
We fix all makes & model cars, SUV'S,
vans, pickups, buses and light trucks.

Services include: Lube Change,
Shocks, Brakes, Suspension,

RELIABILITY AND CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARENTEED!

will resign effective March 1.
Starting March 9, Chief Com-
missioner Simone Steendijk
will be included as an addi-
tional member of the Man-
agement Team for the dura-
tion of the interim period.

Steendijk is a former Deputy
Police Chief of the unit Oost-
Brabant within the Dutch Po-
lice. She has extensive experi-
ence in the local area police
care and the detective depart-
ment. During the interim-pe-
riod she will become Deputy
Chief of Police.

From March 1 Klaas de Jong
will be linked to the Manage-
ment Team for the duration
of the interim period. He
has extensive experience in
the region, including as act-
ing Chief of Police Caribbean
Netherlands.

Besides the strengthening of
the business operations with-
in the Force, De Jong will -on
behalf of the acting Chief of
Police- function as the person
who can be approached for
answers to difficult and fre-
quently asked questions.

Teuchers sirike ends in accord

WILLEMSTAD—A summary proceeding filed by Curacao’s
Minister of Education, Science and Culture Irene Dick against
labour union Sitek to force teachers to go back to work was
withdrawn as parties reached an agreement.

Thursday was the fourth consecutive day of their strike after

the union members rejected a response from government to a
list of grievances. However, Minister of Administration, Service
and Planning Etienne van der Horst went to the Sitek head-
quarters to again meet with board members and afterward ad-
dressed those attending the so-called “meeting during working
hours.”
Although there were a few emotional reactions, the minister
was able to clarify certain issues regarding secondary benefits
including pensions on which there appeared to have been some
misunderstanding. Sitek-president Darius Plantijn thanked Van
der Horst for facing the employees and said they would refor-
mulate their list of demands based on his explanations.

The injunction to break the strike was initially still scheduled
to be heard in the evening, but by then the agreement had been
signed and government dropped the case. Plantijn said they
were suspending the action, but if any of the points in the ac-
cord are violated the protests will resume.

Sitek members at the meeting during working hours.

THEDRIS IN!
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Hefty fine imposed for
assault on ex-girlfriend

PHILIPSBURG--A violent assault on his ex-girlfriend
cost a S1-year-old resident of Sandy Ground a NAf. 2,500
fine on Thursday.

The Court of First Instance found it proven that Leon-
ard P. Jeffers had cut the woman’s stomach with a knife
and had attempted to choke her while she was sitting in
his car outside a pharmacy. However, it was not consid-
ered proven that he also had threatened her life.

The incident, which took place November 23, 2015, left
the woman traumatised. She was terrified and told the po-
lice her boyfriend of the time had threatened to kill her.

“That’s what she said,” the defendant said in response
to the allegations. “I never used a knife on anyone,”
the cook by profession told the Judge. “I probably just
pricked her. The blood that was found came from my own
finger,” he explained.

According to the victim, her ex-boyfriend was supposed
to pick her up at the pharmacy. Instead, he dragged her
into his pickup truck, locked the doors, slapped her face
and put his hand around her throat.

“I never pushed her, grabbed her, or anything like that.
I would never do that in front of a pharmacy with many
people out on the street,” said Jeffers, who spent seven
days in pre-trial detention.

A medical report cites cut wounds to the belly, cuts and
bruises to the victim’s face and neck, and signs of stran-
gulation.

The woman ended their relationship after the incident
and they never saw each other again, the cook with a
morning job in French St. Martin and an evening job at
a restaurant in Dutch St. Maarten informed the Court.

Prosecutor Maarten Noordzij said there was insufficient
evidence in the case file to consider deprivation of liberty
and threats proven, but the remaining charges included
strangulation and cuts. Although in itself these facts were
“very serious,” the Prosecutor did not consider an at-
tempt to inflict severe bodily harm proven.

As it is impossible to impose community service on a res-
ident of French St. Martin, the Prosecutor recommended
that Court impose a NAf. 2,500 fine.

Attorney-at-law Geert Hatzmann agreed with the Pros-
ecutor’s judicial analysis of the case, but called for a much
lower sentence. He also questioned the severity of the
victim’s traumatisation. “The victim may not want a rela-
tionship with my client anymore, but she told me she does
not want to destroy him either,” Hatzmann said.

The Judge found mistreatment in a one-way fight prov-
en and sentenced according to the Prosecutor’s demand.
The defendant may pay the fine in monthly instalments
of NAf. 500.

Budding scientists from St. Dominic High School showed
off a number of impressive projects at the opening of the
school’s internal science fair on Thursday. The projects
are expected to be judged today. Photos show some of the
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many pro;ects on display in the fair.

Court disagrees with
way to settle dispute

PHILIPSBURG--The way
in which a 45-year-old sus-
pect had attempted to settle
a business dispute did not
meet with the Court’s ap-
proval, it emerged Thurs-
day. Considering theft with
violence proven, the defen-
dant was sentenced to two
weeks suspended, on two
years’ probation.

In the incident, which oc-
curred on the parking lot of
Tropicana Casino in Cole
Bay on December 4, 2015,
Clive L. Williams had taken
US $400 by force from the
victim.

For months, he had a busi-
ness dispute with the man
concerning the purchase of
four rims for his car. He had
purchased the rims for $150.
It emerged that the rims

Suspended sentence for
knocking out two teeth

PHILIPSBURG--Leonidas
A. Friday (46) was sen-
tenced Thursday to a sus-
pended NAf. 200 fine for
mistreatment of a man in
July 2013.

The Judge in the Court
of First Instance found it
legally and convincingly
proven that Friday had used
violence against a much
younger person on July 21,
2013. It took so long for the
case to reach the Court be-
cause the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice initially had attempted
to settle the matter with a
financial transaction. How-
ever, the defendant did not
pay the NAf. 400 fine, after
which the case was taken to
Court.

The defendant did not
deny the altercation, which
took place at a gas station,
but said he had acted in
self-defence. He said the
victim, who had been intox-
icated, had come at him and
had provoked him several
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times. “He harassed, at-
tacked and assaulted me,”
Friday said in his statement.

He had been so irritated
that he finally had punched
the victim in his face, knock-
ing out two teeth.

The Judge said the older
man should have been wiser
and should have left. Fri-
day told the Judge he had
apologised to the victim
afterwards. “Now we are
friends,” he added.

Friday spent two days and
two nights in pre-trial de-
tention. “That was more
than enough time,” he said.
He informed the Court
he had not paid any dam-
ages to the victim for medi-
cal cost, but had not been
asked to do so either.

He said he had missed the
deadline for payment of the
initial fine. He is currently
in between jobs.

Prosecutor Maarten
Noordzij considered mis-
treatment proven, as there

were three witnesses of the
incident. “Instead of driving
away in his car, he stepped
out and sought a confron-
tation. The case escalated
and left the victim with two
broken teeth and a hema-
toma. This merited a NAf.
400 fine, or eight days’ im-
prisonment in case of non-
compliance,” the Prosecu-
tor said.

The Judge found the case
proven and said the incident
in itself merited a higher
sentence. However, it also
was taken into considera-
tion that Friday was not the
only one to be blamed, as
he had been provoked.

Taking into account that he
already had spent two days
in detention and because
it was considered an old
case, the Judge decided to
impose a suspended NAf.
200 fine, with two years’
probation. In case of non-
compliance Friday will have
to spend four days in jail.
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would not fit on the wheels
of his vehicle, and Williams
wanted his money back.
This, however, fell on the
seller’s deaf ears.

On December 4, the two
men were both at the casino.
After seeing that the victim
was lucky and had won some
prize money, Williams took
his chance. He grabbed a
jack handle from his car and
confronted the victim.

In the ensuing fight sev-
eral blows were exchanged.
The victim also sustained
a bite wound to one of his
arms. Williams pulled at the
victim’s shirt and some of
the prize money fell on the
ground. Williams grabbed
some of it and took off with
$400. The next day, he went
to the police station to hand
over $250, and kept $150 for
himself.

Prosecutor Maarten
Noordzij said that “hitting
with sticks” on the public
road is not the way to settle
“failed civil transactions.”

Considering the mild se-
verity of this case and the
limited amount of violence
that was used, the Prosecu-
tor recommended the Court
to sentence the defendant to
one month suspended, on
three years’ probation.

According to defence law-
yer Cor Merx, the Prosecu-
tor’s Office’s case should
have been declared inadmis-
sible, because a police offi-
cer would have informed his
client that he would not be
prosecuted because he had
returned the money. How-
ever, as no statement could
be found in the case file to
sustain this claim, the Judge
allowed the case to continue.

In pleading for acquittal
and for a much lighter sen-
tence, Merx said his client
did not have the intention
to commit robbery, but had
only taken what was his.
The lawyer also denied that
his client had used the jack
handle as a weapon.

“This is not the way to
settle debts,” the Judge told
the Jamaican restaurant
owner, whose establishment
is closed temporarily due to
problems with paper work.
He currently is without an
income because he is not in
possession of an operating
licence for his business.

An application for a li-
cence has been turned down
because his client is not in
possession of a rental agree-
ment for his business, Merx
explained.

Where the case was con-
cerned, the Judge found
theft with violence proven,
even though the defendant
took what was legally his.
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In connection with International Mother Tongue Day, the
University of Curagao in cooperation with FPI held a national
dictation contest in Papiamento. The three best participants,
each with only two mistakes, received a gift from organisers.

Debating team leaves to
defend title in St. Maarten

ANGUILLA-The debating team from the Albena Lake
Hodge Comprehensive School left Anguilla on Wednesday for
St. Maarten, to defend the championship title in the Leeward
Islands Debating competition which they won last year in St.
Kitts. They will compete on Saturday evening.

The chief staff sponsors are Charmaine Rey-Richardson and

in Leeward Islands competition

MAHO--Students of schools
in St. Maarten and around
the region are participating
in the annual Leeward Is-
lands Debating Competition
(LIDC) hosted at Sonesta
Maho Beach Resort and Ca-
sino February 25-28.

The St. Maarten team pre-
pared at St. Maarten Acad-
emy for hours before going
back to the hotel to be in the
opening ceremony.

Students will debate a
number of topics, includ-
ing: Legislatively removing
corporal punishment will be
detrimental to Caribbean
societies; The free movev
ment of Caricom nationals is
a net positive for the Carib-

bean region; The illegal drug
trade has undermined the
legitimacy and effectiveness
of Caribbean Governments;
The Caribbean is not do-
ing enough to combat child
abuse; The popularity of
skin lightening is testament
to the racism/colourism that
plagues Caribbean society;
and The marginalisation of
men has led to the break-
down of Caribbean society.

The event is being hosted by
Hyacinth Richardson Edu-
cational Awareness Foun-
dation, which has been in-
volved in the competition for
11 years. Participating teams
are from Anguilla, Antigua
and Barbuda, the British

Virgin Islands, Montserrat,
Nevis, St. Kitts and host St.
Maarten.

A different island serves
as host each year and the
LIDC alliance contributes
to the overall economy and
tourism of the host coun-
try. Medgar Evers College
of City Unlversny of New

York and LIDC Foundation
will serve as hosts for this
year’s finalists at a weekend
exhibition debate at the end
of March. The college will
be sending observer Milton
Lawrence to the debate. The
debates begin at 7:00pm and
entrance is free every night.

7716 St. Maarten team members take a moment to pose for the
camera as they prepare at their base, St. Maarten Academy, for
the Leeward Islands Debating Competition. (Andrew Dick photo)

Joslyn Theophile-Richardson. The team includes leader Zip-
porah Bannister, Arielle Gaskin, Kevin Thompson, Chadd
Hodge, T’arah Niles and Shauna-Kae Lake.

The islands participating are Antigua, Montserrat, British Vir-
gin Islands (BVI), St. Kitts, Nevis, St. Maarten and Anguilla.
The debate on Thursday was between Antigua and Montserrat;
on Friday evening BVI will compete against St. Kitts, and St.
Maarten against Nevis.

On Saturday, the first debate will be between the winners
from Thursday and the first debate on Friday. Anguilla will de-
bate against the winner of the debate between St. Kitts and St.
Maarten. The topic will be “The Caribbean is not doing enough
to combat child abuse.”

The final on Sunday evening will be between the two winners
from Saturday’s debates. The topic will be “The marginalisation
of men has led to the breakdown of Caribbean society.”

St. Kitts debate team wants to represent its island well in the
competition.

Team Anguilla is ready to take on the islands with its dy-
namic speakers.
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MAKE YOUR
\
U N FO R G ETTAB LE 0 N E Law Enforcement Council R A G

Your help
IS requested

The Law Enforcement Council invites people residing on
Sint Maarten to take part in an anonymous survey called:

A wedding, anniversary, birthday
and everything you want to celebrate.
We are here to help you with a loan of up to ‘The protection and security of people and objects in

- Sint Maarten within the criminal justice system’.
Ang. 15,000

The Council would like to know mare about the experience(s)
with the occurrence and handling of - serious and/or concrete
- threats and use of violence against persons or objects in the

context of safety within the legal (criminal) process.

]
If this topic applies to you or to someone you know, we kindly
f request your participation.

Our secrr aézmyp M(MM# - yote!

The questionnaire can be accessed via the website of
the Council in the News section:
www.raadrechtshandhaving.com

Walter J. Nisbeth, Road #93, Pondfill

www.islandfinancestmaarten.com 5 4 62676
Istand Finance St. Maarten || @IFStMaarten -

“Subject lo credit approval and records verificalion.

The Law Enforcement Council emphasizes that
your response is processed ANONYMOUSLY.
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SZV staff encouruged to
be leaders in healih sector

PHILIPSBURG--Social
and Health Insurance SZV
staff were encouraged to be
leaders in the health sector
during a staff conference
held on Friday, February 12,
under the theme “Cross the
line.”

Local and international
speakers addressed staff at
the conference, which was
aimed at personal develop-
ment, but also had a motiva-
tional tone.

During the conference, In-
terim Director Glen Carty
presented Public Health
Minister Emil Lee with
SZV’s 2015-2018 Strategic
Plan, in which SZV identi-
fies key strategies towards
developing staff, improving
customer service, sustain-
ability of the organisation
and its advisory role. The
Action Plan 3.0, which is
currently being executed by
SZV, comes from this strate-
gic plan.

Lee was also one of the
speakers at the conference.
“It was my pleasure and
honour to have the oppor-
tunity to address the staff
and management of SZV on
the topic of customer care.
As St. Maarten’s social and
health insurance company,
SZV has a vital role in our
community. The perfor-
mance of the staff, manage-
ment and board towards
their customers is closely
linked to the future of SZV
and their financial health,”
Lee was quoted as saying
in a press release issued by
SZV.

Lee also reminded workers
of the important role that
SZV plays for the commu-
nity of St. Maarten. “The
country, the neediest people
depend on you. The health
of SZV determines the hap-
piness of many of the coun-
try’s most vulnerable,” he
said.

The Minister also gave
examples of the hospitality
industry where the value of
a good review versus a nega-
tive review may weigh heav-
ily on a company’s reputa-
tion and sustainability in the
industry. The Minister gave
good practice examples of
customer service and what it
means to go beyond the call
of duty and exceed customer
expectations, and the posi-
tive impact this can have.

Various speakers included
Chief Executive Officer of
Los Angeles-based company
Millisense Everette Taylor
Jr., who spoke of customer
service versus customer ex-
cellence traits and the im-
portance of relentless self-
improvement and how man-
agement can facilitate this.

e
SZV staff at the health conference.

“Coming out to St. Maarten
for me was an eye-opening
experience. I learned a lot
from interacting with the
people at SZV. The confer-
ence was real and introspec-
tive, I saw that people want
to make a change and that’s
the first step. Progress is a
process, and the executive
team seems to be committed
to making change.

“A lot of patience will be
needed, there’s a lot to do.
There will be pitfalls, but
I think the people at SZV
are fully capable of break-
ing through. I received great
feedback and my presenta-
tions seemed to resonate
with the people at SZV,
that’s all I can ask for. Ev-
eryone was warm and wel-
coming, I felt at home here
in St. Maarten,” Taylor Jr.
said.

President of the National
Association of Record-
ing Industry Professionals
(NARIP) Tess Taylor, also
from Los Angeles, spoke
about success strategies,
shared methods of attentive
listening and effective com-
munication and its value for
excellent customer service
levels. “I am impressed by
SZV’s commitment to im-
prove customer service. It is
rare to see an organisation
as focused on self-evaluation
and positive change as SZV,
and one so dedicated that it
invests in its staff and their
development to enable this
change. It has been a won-
derful experience for me
to meet the people of SZV,
who are a sincere and caring
group. The health and wel-
fare of St. Maarten’s citizens
is in good hands when SZV
staff approach their respon-
sibilities with such commit-
ment, empathy and profes-
sionalism,” Tess Taylor said.

Success coach Dr. Erna
Mae Francis-Cotton spoke
about the change the or-
ganisation is going through
with the implementation of
Action Plan 3.0 and desire

to be part of this change and
what is required to achieve
personal success and organ-
isational success.

“I am honoured and privi-
leged to have been part of
the process of revitalizing
the culture of SZV so that it
lives out its mission to care
for and serve the members
of the St. Maarten commu-
nity,” she said. “I applaud
the passion and enthusi-
asm of Mr. Glen Carty and
his team for listening to
the cries of the public; ac-
knowledging that significant
changes need to be made
internally, and most of all
deciding to make positive
and lasting changes at SZV.
I believe that SZV is off to
a great start in its process of
having a great working envi-
ronment for its employees
and excellent customer ser-
vice,” she said.

Speakers emphasised the
importance of team work,
transparency, communica-
tion, commitment and ac-
countability as key drivers
for personal success and that
of SZV. The conference was
deemed by management as
“a successful start to positive
change” within the organisa-
tion.

SZV Management said it
recognises the value of its

DEADLINE

FEBRUA
DELIVERY

staff and has committed to
facilitate a culture change
where SZV can thrive in-
ternally, which will auto-
matically resonate to the
improvement of the cus-
tomer satisfaction experi-
ence levels. “SZV has made
a committed decision to
improving the quality of its
services and customer ser-
vice experience by investing
in the development of its
staff as leaders within the
health sector serving coun-
try St. Maarten,” stated the
release.
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Discount Furniture on Bush Road donated a table to the Univer-
sity of St. Martin (USM) School of Continuing Education and
Lifelong Learning (SCELL) on February 11. Discount Furni-
ture management said the business assisted SCELL because it
understood their mission. “When people are educated they are
better employees, have higher self-confidence and excel in their
Jobs,” the company said. Photo shows SCELL representative Tia
Thompson and Discount Furniture Manager Dinesh Vasnani.

Expedia ParinerCentral App
now in French and Dutch

WASHINGTON  STATE--
The Expedia group, one of the
world’s largest online travel
companies, announced that
the Expedia® PartnerCentral
(EPC) App, which originally
rolled out in June 2015, is now
available for Caribbean hotel
partners in multiple languages
including Spanish, French and
Dutch.

The EPC App allows ho-
tel partners to manage their
business with Expedia any-
time, anywhere. The real-
time, critical data helps part-
ners to stay informed and
competitive with real-time
insights about the market;
read and respond instantly
to feedback from guests; stay
up to date with reservations,
arrivals and cancellations;
move last minute inventory
fast with Sell Tonight; help
increase visibility by creating
targeted promotions; receive
notifications with time-sensi-
tive information; and access
data quickly with an efficient

single login.
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“To drive value to our hotel
partners The Expedia group
is constantly investing in new
technology to help provide
partners with better insights
and customer service, as well
as increase demand,” said De-
metrius Canton, market man-
agement director for the Ca-
ribbean. “We’re always look-
ing for ways to make it easier
for our partners to utilize data
and create a better experience
for their guests.”

Several Expedia group hotel
partners in the English-speak-
ing Caribbean have already
tested the app and are thrilled
with its quick response time
and easy usage.

The EPC App is free for
download in Spanish, French
and Dutch at the Apple App
Store and Google Play and
requires an iPhone running
iOS 7 or higher, or an Android
phone running OS 4.1.2 or
higher.
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As part of our 25th Anniversary Celebrations the
St. Maarten Medical Center will be hosting our

radio program Care Connect.

Tune in to PID2 102.7 Mondays from 4pm-5pm.

We Care Together!
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THERMAL ENERGY CONVER

Thermal energy stored in
tropical seas can be used to
generate sustainable elec-
tricity. This energy is pro-
duced by utilising the natu-
ral temperature difference
between the surface water
and deep water. The OTEC
system transforms the ther-
mal energy into electricity.
The system uses pipes into
the deep sea and a small in-
stallation on land to gener-
ate electricity.

It concerns a closed system
whereby the water outflow
will be pumped back into
the ocean at a depth where
it does not adversely affect
the fragile maritime eco-
logical system, explained
Bluerise Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) Remi Blok-
ker in an interview at his of-
fices adjacent to Technical
University Delft.

The deep sea surrounding
Saba is ideal to install the
OTEC system. Naturally,
Saba’s underwater nature
and the coral reefs will be
taken into consideration
during the laying of the
pipes, said Blokker.

Because it is completely
clean energy, it perfectly
fits Saba’s vision as an
eco-tourism  destination
and green island. With an
OTEC system in place,
Saba would be able to sup-
ply  100-per-cent-sustain-
able electricity, with the ex-
isting diesel generators as a
backup.

The OTEC installation
would provide three mega-
watts of electricity, enough
to supply the entire island.
The installation also could
provide fresh water and

Continued from page 1.

cooling. The system works
24 hours a day, which is
an advantage over solar
or wind energy, which are
limited to the amount of
sunlight and wind. Pilot
installations in Hawaii and
Japan so far have proven
successful.

The initial cost of the
OTEC system is relatively
high and requires a multi-
million investment. How-
ever, the investment will
repay itself in a couple of
years, explained Blokker.
In the long run it is cheaper
than generating electric-
ity in the current manner,
via diesel generators. Die-
sel fuel has to be imported
and the transportation cost
is high. The transportation
of fuel also presents a risk
to the marine environment
in case of an oil spill. The
OTEC system does not re-
quire the use of fossil fuel.

Blokker emphasised that
the OTEC system would be
tailor-made for Saba. “This
is an island solution which
is meant to work for an is-
land,” he said. Surrounding
islands also can benefit from
this enterprise. Technically,
it is possible to transport the
electricity via a cable to, for
example, St. Eustatius.

A pilot study will first have
to be executed in Saba to
determine the specifics of
this project. Blokker em-
phasised that setting up an
OTEC system was a long-
term project that involved
a lengthy trajectory of stud-
ies, developing and engi-
neering.

The initiative to propose
Saba for this project came

VACANCY

ence.

TOPPER’S RESTAURANT,

Simpson Bay,
has a vacancy for:

¢ Must have experience and
very good command of Eng-
lish language and proper
working documents.

e Salary $ 8.00 to $ 15.00 per
hour, depending on experi-

Please apply in person only:
Thursday, February 25th from 11am
to 2 pm or Friday, February 26th
from 9 am to 12 Noon.

from the Second Cham-
ber. Member of the Second
Chamber André Bosman
of the liberal democratic
VVD party had invited
Bluerise for a presentation,
while Wassila Hachchi of
the democratic party D66
had asked to schedule a
date for a presentation to
the Kingdom Relations
Committee.

Bluerise specialises in
OTEC and seawater air
conditioning (SWAC) for
buildings, as well as ocean
ecoparks that utilise the
ocean resource by means of
innovative technologies for
desalination,  agriculture
and aquaculture. The com-
pany provides consulting
and engineering services to
governments, project de-
velopers, energy companies
and utilities.

Bluerise is active
eral areas in the
including Curacao where
it started to work on the
Ocean Ecopark in 2011
together with Curacao Air-
port Holding. The project
is currently in the develop-
ing phase. The objective is
to generate energy for the
airport and the surround-
ing area, which includes the
free zone Curinde and the
data centre CTEX.

The Curacao project will
encompass a number of
deep-cold-water  applica-
tions. The OTEC plant will
provide electricity while the
Seawater District Cooling
system will cool the airport
building and surrounding
facilities. The intention is
also to set up various forms
of agricultural and aqua-
cultural companies to grow
fresh food and fish.

Ocean Ecopark Curagao
was selected in 2013 as part
of the prestigious interna-
tional innovation platform
Sustainia 100 Sustainabil-
ity Guide as one of the 100
most innovative sustainable
and impactful solutions
around the world for its
positive social, economic
and environmental impact
on local communities.

Oceanographic explorer
and conservationist Fabien
Cousteau, grandson of the
famous French explorer,
conservationist and scien-
tist Jacques Cousteau, is
Bluerise’s Ambassador.
He is an avid supporter of
the OTEC system: “OTEC
is a clean energy source, a
prime example of how to
sustainably make use of our
oceans without harming
the marine environment,”
he said.

in sev-
world,

AUC students and Tzu Chi volunteers pose for a group photo at the end of the community

service programme on Saturday, February 20.

AUC students boost Tzu Chi
recycling, ugrlculurul prog.

AUC students working hard
transplant seedlings.

CUL DE SAC--Doctors-in-
training at American Uni-
versity of the Caribbean
(AUC) School of Medicine
set aside their stethoscopes
and lab-coats for a day to
give Tzu Chi Foundation’s
recycling and agricultural
programme a boost on Sat-
urday, February 20.

A total of 19 students
joined 13 Tzu Chi mem-
bers to volunteer for the
programme as part of their
annual Community Action
Day. AUC students volun-
teer at various foundations
and groups in the local

to prepare a planting bed and

community for their Com-
munity Action Days.

For the volunteer activity
with Tzu Chi, the doctors-
in-training were divided
into five different groups
and engaged in different
stages of the foundation’s
recycling and agricultural
initiative.

The various groups par-
ticipated in sorting a large
quantity of big disposable
plastic bottles, cutting and
redesigning them to accom-
modate plants and potted
and planted seedlings in the
plastic bottles.

Director Jerry Staring of Aruba’s Public Health Directorate
has advised closing the vocational school “Scol Practico
pa Ofishi” (SPO) at Santa Cruz for the time being. Rea-
sons include an open cesspool and unbearable smell, along
with a plague of mosquitoes. Due to the septic problems,
the toilets could no longer be used and there was no drink-
ing water available either. Staring says these circumstances
combined simply make the situation there too unhygienic.

Students and Tzu Chi
volunteers also prepared
agricultural beds and trans-
planted plants onto them,
did some general clean-
up of the agricultural area
and greenhouse, trimmed
trees, weeded and re-used
all plant-based garbage by
composting them for future
use as organic manure for
the agricultural project.

The AUC students were
very enthusiastic about
their assigned tasks and
displayed good camarade-
rie and team spirit during
the exercise. “They always
stayed focussed and when
working, their mindfulness
and cooperation was en-
couraging to Tzu Chi vol-
unteers,” observed Tzu Chi
volunteer Roger Yee-Fong.

When all the assigned
tasks had been completed
shortly after noon, all par-
ticipants enjoyed a vegetar-
ian lunch with drinks, and
dessert prepared by Tzu
Chi volunteers.

Several group leaders
from amongst the AUC
students shared their expe-
riences and expressed their
deep appreciation and en-
joyment of the activity and
the spirit of community
service that they felt during
the exercise.

Tzu Chi Foundation Com-
missioner Sandra Cheung,
on behalf of the founda-
tion and all volunteers, ex-
pressed great appreciation
to AUC and its student
volunteers for dedicating
their time to this commu-
nity service initiative. Tzu
Chi showed its gratitude by
presenting tokens of appre-
ciation to all participating
volunteers.

“This event is a prime ex-
ample of the spirit of vol-
unteerism working to cre-
ate awareness and also to
protect the environment,”
Yee-Fong said.
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A group of some 60 people carrying banners participated in Marcha por La Paz/Walk for
Peace on Wednesday evening. The walk, supported by political party Helping Our People Excel
(HOPE), organised by Foundation Semana Dominicana as part of its Dominicano festivities
this week. Participants walked from L.B. Scott Sports Auditorium to the Rotary Peace Monu-
ment in front of Philipsburg Jubilee Library. Foundation President Homero St. Val said at the
monument it was not the number of people that mattered, but that people came out together
for peace. Mercedes van der Waals-Wyatt of HOPE called on the gathering to be proactive by
speaking out against violence, and working together with the authorities. Loekie Morales and
Jacinto Mock of HOPE were also part of the walk.

First speakers TEDx known

WILLEMSTAD--Organisers
announced the first three
speakers for TEDx Curagao
2016.

Krishna Doll-Oedjaghir is
Marketing and Sales Special-
ist at Curagao Air Terminal
Service (CATS). She is a
marketing expert with expe-
rience in sales, branding and
strategic product placement
who has worked with many
different professionals span-
ning from Asia to Brazil.

The theme of her TEDTalk
is the importance of accept-
ing innovations as Small
Island Developing States
(SIDS). She will focus on
bridging the gap between ac-

ceptance of innovation (sub-
orbital travel) as a SIDS and
the current state of the coun-
try on this matter.

Joanne Nicastia has over 15
years of experience in strategic
analysis and implementation as
well as in risk analysis and ar-
ranging project financing. Until
recently she filled the position
as Senior Director Transac-
tions at the National Invest-
ment Bank in Curagao. Joanne
will present her perspective on
how some neglected social is-
sues have a significant impact
on the financial economic de-
velopment of the country as
well as a destabilising effect on
all aspects of society.

WILLEMSTAD--Curagao-based InselAir will resume its oper-
ations between Miami and the Haitian capital Port-au-Prince,
said Director of International Affairs Edward Heerenveen.

The carrier will start with four flights per week. InselAir was
already active on this route, but stopped in 2014 because of
competitors who — according to Heerenveen — were operat-
ing as budget airlines and thus offering cheap tickets. “Now
the prices are stable again so we can return,” he added.

The “new” service is also seen as an alternative to the Ven-
ezuela flights that have been significantly reduced due to
circumstances in the neighbouring South American country.
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Jemyma Betrian is a hard-
working Muay Thai Boxer.
In the past year she was able
to train for Mixed Martial
arts (MMA) fights. She also
fought some MMA matches
in Los Angeles. Her dream
is to become an Ultimate
Fighting Championship
(UFC) fighter one day.

With her inspirational
speech she wants to encour-
age the youth of Curacao to
work hard for the achieve-
ment of their dreams. Je-
myma is always preparing
herself for bigger goals and
her motto is “success comes
when preparation meets op-
portunity!”

TEDx Curacao will take
place on March 12, 2016, at
District 1850 in collaboration
with The Movies, hosting a
great range of talks around
the theme of “Bridging the
Gap.”

still hot potato’

WILLEMSTAD--Ste-
vedore Curacao  Port
Services (CPS) recently
indicated to Minister of
Economic Development
Eugene Rhuggenaath
(PAR) that they will sus-
pend the negotiations for
a new harbour concession
with  government-owned
Curagao Port Authorities
(CPA).

Rhuggenaath indicat-
ed that CPS’ decision is
mainly to get clarity. “And
they are right. Because of
all the public debate tak-
ing place at this time, CPS
is not clear what is going
on and what will happen.
These discussions are not
doing any good right now,”
said the minister.

He continues to stand
behind the proposal that
is currently on the table.
“It’s a fair deal; a proposal
which is in the interest of
the people of Curagao. I
am prepared to carry my
responsibility, but I do
that with any proposal that
I bring to the Council of
Ministers for approval,”
added Rhuggenaath.

The proposal is based
on a 20-year concession
for CPS. After this period
there will be a public ten-
der.

The proposal means an
end to CPS’ monopoly in
the harbour. For the dura-
tion of the concession CPS
retains the right to remain
in its current location. Fur-
thermore, CPS will man-
age the quays and cranes,
and will make an invest-
ment of NAf. 50 million.

CPA, as supervisor, re-
mains responsible for the
quay walls.

f g e, .
The 44 employees of Aru Casino that closed its doors mid-

oy
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December have been without a salary for three months.
They expressed their discontent on Thursday with a protest
at Parliament. A new prospective owner willing to take over
the personnel was supposed to sign a purchase agreement
earlier this month, but that did not happen yet supposedly
due to some legal details. The deadline has now been set
for March 1.

CHILDREN'S MUSEUM CURAGCAD

B T T

The first Children’s Museum of Curacao “CHICU” will
be established in the former home of the late author, art-
ist and translator May Henriquez. The reconstruction ac-
tivities were kicked off on Tuesday. The facility on the ter-
rain of country-house Bloemhof is scheduled to open next
January. Henriquez’ granddaughter Michelle Capriles said
the house had been empty since her death in 1999. On the
initiative of Esther de Sola and Jora de Jong it was decided
to use it for a place where children are stimulated and can
learn in a playful manner.
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‘LYCEE VIOLENCE REFLECTION...

of transmission of values of
citizenship, of training and
of equipping of our youth
with the tools for social
and professional success,”
he said. “Yet it is sad to
observe that our school sys-
tem is increasingly failing
to carry out successfully its
mission because of lack of
material, human and edu-
cational resources, lack of
autonomy, but also the fact
that it remains not adapted
to the socio-linguistic reali-
ties of our island.”

He added he fully sup-
ported the Lycée principal
for the way the crisis was
handled, but also teach-
ers and staff for exercising
their right of withdrawal.
Many supervisors of the
Lycée, and in particular the
College, had tried unsuc-
cessfully to warn the Col-
lectivité on what they had
been observing, he said.

“To the parents, I say
show more interest in your
children in what they do in
school as well as outside. I
want to remind them that
the family must be the pri-
mary educator of our chil-
dren: live up to your part
of responsibility and assert
your authority. It is urgent
to address these problems

Continued from page 1.

Alain Richardson

that exist in the vicinity of
our institutions of learn-
ing (Lycée, College, pri-
mary schools, library, sport
parks, etc.). They include
squatting on the outskirts
of these establishments
by persons who have no
reasons to be there, drug
consumption, illegal traf-
ficking, and harassment
and activities of luring of
minors etc.

“One fact is certain; all the
perpetrators of the attacks
as well as a growing num-
ber of young persons in-
volved in delinquency acts
(robberies, hold-ups, etc.)
have been on the benches
of these same schools. It is
obvious that these young-
sters have not benefited or
received the knowledge or
the values of citizenship
and have not received ei-
ther any training or tools to

0
Y
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Curagao’s Public Works Department is having plastic
objects installed in the road surface at the approaches to
several roundabouts on the island, warning motorists to
slow down. Along with clearly visible maximum speed traf-
fic signs, the move is to help prevent damage to cars and
so-called street furniture alike.
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Steward Deg£ Corp. N.V.

A.A. Steward Estates
For Sale
in Oyster Pond
Land and luxury town houses.
A gated community.

Tel: 586 6018 or 526 7880
Email: leonardpriest@gmail.com
Visit: www.stewarddevcorp.com

equip them to face the so-
cial and professional chal-
lenges.

“We are feeling the direct
effects of school failure, so-
cial failure and societal fail-
ure. Gangs, consumption
and drug trafficking, carry-
ing and usage of weapons,
antisocial behaviour, delin-
quency and crime feed on
school failure, on the mar-
ginalisation and exclusion
of our young people from
the jobs market.

“The State of France and
the Collectivité can no lon-
ger turn a blind eye and
hide behind the cost of ef-
fectively treating the roots
of these social and societal
problems of our youth.
The issues of education,
training, preparation for
citizenship, access to em-
ployment and professional
opportunities; the issues
of empowering and equip-
ping our youth to be more
responsible and of valuing
them as the greatest asset
for the future of this terri-
tory demand clear and pro-
found answers.

“The growing numbers of
our young people, who fall
victim to school dropout and
school failure (academic,
social and societal), deserve
another chance in life before
they fall into criminal activi-
ties and other violent acts.
Those who have already fall-
en deserve a way out beyond
prison. The year, during
which I was head of this Col-
lectivité, two of my battles
were to have in St. Martin
a Centre of the Regiment
of Adapted Military Service
(RSMA) and a school of
second chance (école de la
deuxieme chance).

“These institutions cou-
pled with the mentorship
project that I presented (Le
Parrainage) are essential
for St. Martin because they
are the best tools and poli-
cies that can help save our
youth who are marginalised
because of school and so-
cial failure. Unfortunately,
the State of France is too
concerned about its budget
and faithful to its policy of
abandoning St. Martin.

“I encourage our young
people and especially our
students and pupils, to stay
focused on their education,
to increase their efforts to
succeed despite the difficul-
ties. I say to them: Don’t let
anyone turn you away from
your goals in life, do not be
intimidated by those who
want to destabilise you and
divert you from your way
forward, resist the pressure
and the call to join gangs
and or to use illicit drugs.”

M - |
A tour bus fell into the water in Bonaire, as the driver tried
to run around on the customs pier. Only he and the guide
had been inside at the time. They were both unhurt and
could be removed from the vehicle without problems.

Curagao experts say the case of N.L., the young female
repeat-offender who was held earlier this week after com-
mitting destruction to a home at Koraal Specht, illustrates
the lack of proper professional attention for such troubled
youths on the island. The 16-year-old girl yelled out that
she had been injected with some substance to control her.
Police were looking for her since she fled from the Judicial
Youth Institute on December 26. When she saw a patrol
had spotted her, she climbed onto the roof of a house in
Kaya Stila and started throwing shingles and other materi-
als at the officers as well as passing vehicles. Suddenly she
fell through the ceiling and into the home, where ambu-
lance personnel treated her for minor injuries.

Curagao’s Ministry of Public Health has encouraged par-
ents to let their children play the new “Zap-a-‘Quito” video
game. The app recently launched by Caribbean Public
Health Agency CARPHA as part of the fight against the
Zika-virus in the region can be downloaded free of charge
from Google’s Play Store.

Church’s
Chicken
debuts in
Curagao

WILLEMSTAD--Strength-
ening its global presence,
Church’s Chicken opened
the first of four outlets in
Curagao. The newest res-
taurant, resulting from a
deal with quick service res-
taurant industry veterans
“Inversiones VCR 2005” is
located at the food court of
Sambil megamall, the larg-
est shopping centre on the
island.

It will join St. Kitts, St.
Lucia, and Trinidad and
Tobago as part of Church’s
growing reach throughout
the tropics.

“We’re very pleased to
bring the Church’s brand
to such an important is-
land destination,” explains
Bill Schreiber, Vice Presi-
dent of Global Business
Development at Church’s
Chicken/Texas  Chicken.
“Chicken is tremendously
popular throughout the re-
gion, and Curagao is a great
fit for our quality products
and our future plans for
growth both here and in
other island nations.”

Orlando Navas, Church’s
Chicken franchisee, agrees
with Schreiber. “This loca-
tion is an exciting beginning
to an ongoing expansion,”
he says. “It shows how in-
demand Church’s is on the
island and we are proud to
be of service.”

Guests in Curagao will
be able to enjoy Church’s
signature,  hand-battered
fried chicken and honey-
butter biscuits on any visit
to Sambil and at upcom-
ing locations as they open.
Church’s fans on the island
will also have a number of
specialty products such as
the iconic Mexicana Sand-
wich, Tex Supreme Sand-
wich, and Mexicana Wrap.
Offered exclusively in inter-
national markets, the Mexi-
cana Sandwich features a
tasty chicken fillet, crisp
greens, juicy tomato slices,
onions, a slice of cheese,
and crunchy tortilla strips.

“Products available exclu-
sively in the international
market are an excellent
way to add to the brand
experience for Church’s,
while also maintaining the
core tastes for which we are
known. The same will hold
true as we spread into other
Caribbean destinations, al-
though the execution will
be unique for each mar-
ket,” added Schreiber.
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Volunteers formed a circle and shared about their expenenced in the Tzu Cht Foundatton

Tzu Chi presents volunteers
personal token from founder

Volunteers enjoying the vegetarian delicacies after the
event.

CUL DEC SAC--The St.
Maarten Tzu Chi Founda-
tion presented its volun-
teers with a personal to-
ken from Tzu Chi Founder
Master Cheng Yen during
a recent tea party celebra-
tion at its L.B. Scott Road
location.

The token known as
Hong-bao or red enve-
lope is symbolic of Master
Chen Yen’s best wishes to
volunteers for the New
Year, and expresses her
deep appreciation, grati-
tude and affinity to Tzu
Chi volunteers worldwide
for their contribution in
developing its four mis-
sions: charity, medicine,
education and humanis-
tic culture. A total of 34
volunteers attended the
celebration and were each
presented with a Hong-
boa.

The event included an
ice-breaker and volun-
teers sharing their indi-
vidual experiences being
with the Tzu Chi Founda-
tion and what this means
to them in an effort to en-
courage affinity amongst
members.

Attendees were also
treated to a video pre-
sentation highlighting
the contributions that the

various Tzu Chi Foun-
dation branches around
the world had made in

2015 in Taiwan, Haiti, the
Philippines, Namibia, Bo-
tswana, Swaziland, Syria,
USA, Canada and in other
countries.

A second video highlight-
ed the contributions made
by the St. Maarten chapter
in the local community in
2015. These included the
monthly visits to the St.
Martin’s Home for senior
citizens, the annual visit to
the Pointe Blanche Prison,
participation in the Lion
Rudy Hoeve Health and
Wellness Fair, participa-
tion in the Catholic Cul-
tural Food Sale, the Inter-
national Coastal Cleanup,
the triple celebration of
Mother’s Day/Buddha
Day/Tzu Chi Day, clean
up at All Children’s Edu-
cation (ACE) Foundation
school, charitable dona-
tions to persons in need
within the community
amongst other charitable
works.

A brief history of the ori-
gin and significance of the
Tzu Chi Hong-bao was
also explained following
which Tzu Chi Commis-
sioners Sandra Cheung
and her husband Kit-Wing

Cheung presented each
volunteer with their per-
sonal Hong-bao as well as
a gift package.

Volunteers were then
treated to a sumptuous
buffet-style vegetarian
meal and desserts especial-
ly prepared by the attend-
ing volunteers.

Several volunteers said
they enjoyed the event.
Volunteer Santosh Aaudha
Chhabria said it was bliss-
ful for him to see Tzu Chi
volunteers get together
to get to know each other
even better than before.
“This event was one of the
best events for the Tzu Chi
family to be more united
and enjoy the company of
each other. It was a great
experience,” Chhabria
said. “And the best part
was that we counted our
local and international
achievements of love...
This event really made a
strong mind of all volun-
teers to be more focussed
(so that we can) suggest to
our near and dear ones to
also join hands and make
this family even bigger.”

Volunteer Roger Yee-
Fong said the event demon-
strated Master Cheng Yen’s
best wishes for the New
Year and her deep grati-
tude to all the Tzu Chi vol-
unteers worldwide for their
continuing service to their
respective communities.

Another volunteer, Mar-
garet Steeman, who took
three guests to experience
the event, said one of her
guests felt the event had
been “impressive” and
all three guests were so
touched that they decided
to donate to help the foun-
dation continue its work in
the community.
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RBC DEALS ON WHEELS AUTOSHOW 2016

AUDI ST. MAARTEN (Audi), CARIBBEAN AUTO SALES (Ford, Lincoln, Mazda, Volkswagen),
F.W. VLAUN & SON (Toyota, Suzuki, Mitsubishi, Chevrolet), KIA SOREMAR (Kia), MOTORWORLD
(Hyundai, Honda, Jeep, Dodge, Chrysler, Ram), SAINT MARTIN CARS (Nissan, Renault, Dacia)

All Car Dealers at one location with the
best deals:

We offer:

* Attractive interest rate
*Up to 100% financing
* Affordable monthly payments - term up to 7 years

Date: Saturday, March 12™, 2016
Place: Clem Labega Square Parking Lot, Philipsburg

Time: 5:00pm - 9:00 pm
For additional info call: 526-9115
It’s All About You

* Required documents: valid ID, proof of address, job letter,

last two months’ salary pay slips and proforma invoice
 Special conditions apply
= Subject to normal lending criteria
= APR stands for Annual Percentage Rate and represents the total cost of the

consumer credit amount.
= Example based on 100% financing. Amount of consumer credit: USD 18,990

Monthly instalments: USD 284.80. Duration: 7 years. Total to be paid by
client on consumer credit: USD 23,924.01 x

RBC

® /™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ®

Royal Bank
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AGENDA

ST. EUSTATIUS
[Police Station 182333
[Emergency 111
[Hot Line 108
[Fire Department 120
[Hospital 182211/182371
[Landsradio 182210
[Post Office 182207
St. Eustatius Historical
[Foundation Museum 182288
[|Winair Office 182362
[Lions Club meets every Ist and 3r
[Wednesday at the “Den” next to thq
Airport
IDrug Prevention Foundation
Imeets every Tuesday 5:30pm at the
Golden Era Hotel.
(Coastguard NA&A 113
St. Eustatius National parks:
(Gallows Bay: 318 2884

SABA

Police Station
[The Bottom, tel. 4163237
[Emergency 111/112
[Hospital
The Bottom, tel. 4163288/4163289
[Fire Department Airport
[Flat Point tel. 4162210
ISATEL
The Bottom, tel. 4163211
IWINAIR, Airport
[Flat Point, tel. 4162255/2713
Taxi Service Airport
[Flat Point, tel. 160
|Administration Building
The Bottom, tel.
4163311/4163312/4163313
Tourist Office
[Windwardside, tel. 4162231
[Harbour Office
[Fort Bay, tel. 4163294
[Saba Marine Park
[Fort Bay, tel. 4163295
[Nature & Hike Guide
James Johnson
The Bottom, tel. 4163307
Service Club
Saba Lions Club general meeting

every 1st and 3rd Tuesday 8:00 p.n}.

lat Eugenius A. Johnson Center.
(Coastguard NA&A 113

[Red Cross

(General meeting every last Monda;
6 p.m, Eugenius A. Johnson Center

ANGUILLA
[EMERGENCY
[Police 911
[Fire 911
|[|Ambulance 911
[Police Station 497 2333
[Hospital 497 2551
[Dental clinic 497 2343
[Radio Anguilla 497 2218
[Tourism Department 497 2759
(Crimestoppers 0800 7777777
IAIRLINES
lAmerican Eagle 497 3501
[Winair 497 2748
Liat 497 5000
Air Anguilla 497 2643
[Trans Anguilla 497 8690
(COURIER SERVICE
IDHL 497 3400
[Federal Express 497 2719
[UPS 497 2239
SERVICE CLUBS
[Rotary Club of Anguilla
IMeets at Da Vida every
Thursday at 6.00 p.m.
Soroptimist International
[Day Care Centre
14.30 p.m. 2nd Tuesday
in each month Tel: 497 3509
[Lions Club
Imeets every 1st and 3rd Tuesday
fat 5.30 p.m. at the Arts and Crafts
Center. Tel: 264 235 1280
Interact Club of Anguilla
[Meets every Friday at 3.15 p.m.
lat theAlbena Lake Hodge
(Comprehensive School
[Toastmaster Club
imeets every 2nd and 4th Saturday
lat 6.45 p.m. at La Vue,
South Hill

ley and Rasheema Arnaud and Veterinarian Sharon Veira.

N

Vehicle on pier with meat with LVV staff Gershon Lopes, Osmand Satt, Lennard Wood-

24,751.2 lbs of meat
exporied from Statia

ST. EUSTATIUS--Govern-
ment and individual farm-

8,946.6 lbs. and St. Barths
3,588.2 Ibs.

ers in St. Eustatius sold and
exported 24,751.2 pounds of
meat to neighbouring islands
from April to December
2015. Export to Nevis to-
talled 15,287.9 Ibs., St. Barths
7,258.6 1bs.,, St. Maarten
2,080.7 Ibs., and Anguilla (80
Ibs.), St. Croix (25 Ibs.) and
Curacao (19 1bs.).

The majority of the lobsters
(2,115) and pork (1,555.4
Ibs.) were exported to St.
Barths. Fifty-two per cent of
all exported meat was beef
reaching a total of 12,860.6
Ibs. with St. Maarten ac-
counting for 323.8 Ibs., Nevis

More than 6,416.3 Ibs of
mutton 26 per cent of the
total export, was sent to St.
Maarten (118 Ibs.) and Nevis
(6,298.3 1bs.).

Although, there are more
goats on the island only five
per cent of meat exported
was goat, totalling 1323.9
Ibs. with St Maarten receiv-
ing 1,302.9 Ibs., Nevis (two
Ibs.) and Curagao (19 Ibs.).
Sheep and goats are the
most slaughtered animals,
while pigs and cows were the
least. For the recorded pe-
riod, a total of 834 animals
were butchered: sheep (377),

Subscribe to

PHONE 5425253

Complaint on
ashestos filed

WILLEMSTAD--“Fundashon Promove Drechi Humano”
(Foundation to Promote Human Rights) in Curacao has pressed
charges against Government-owned holding for the local Isla re-
finery “Refineria di Korsou” (RdK) and Curagao Refinery Utili-
ties (CRU) because they have exposed others to asbestos and
that is considered a serious offense.

According to the complaint filed with the Prosecutor’s Office,
the hazardous asbestos materials were removed carelessly. As
a result, according to the Foundation, not only the people who
were involved in the storage and disposal were exposed, but also
tens of thousands of local residents and users of the roads around
the oil refinery leased to “Petroleos de Venezuela” PAVSA.

Director José van den Wall-Arnemann of RdK said that he is
not aware of the complaint.

The situation with asbestos on the Isla grounds is worse than
imagined, said Eugene Angelica of the Action Group against As-
bestos. RAK allegedly gave the clean-up work to parties who are
not certified for such.

The contractor Turbo machine Shop is also said to be linked to
coalition party “Pueblo Soberano” (PS) and was supposedly se-
lected through the intervention of then Prime Minister Ivar Asjes.
However, the company had no expertise in asbestos removal.

According to the action group this is fraudulent and the cost
of NAf. 2 million was split with CRU so that the Supervisory
Board of the RdK could be kept out of the deal. CRU manages
the Build, Own and Operate (BOO) power plant located at Isla
that services the refinery and also produces electricity for local
Government-owned utility company Aqualectra.

goats (243), pigs (112) and
cows (102).

Unit Head of the Agricul-
ture and Livestock Depart-
ment LVV Anthony Reid
said the abattoir is the most
active department within the
unit and is responsible for
more than 70 per cent of all
activities executed by the de-
partment.

From mid-April to the end
of December 2015, a total
of 834 animals were slaugh-
tered; three were deemed
not suitable for human con-
sumption.

In April, July and Sep-
tember, more than a 100
animals were slaughtered
each month. The most ani-
mals were butchered in July
(165) followed by September
(161). The least animals were
butchered in the hurricane-
affected month of August
(20).

The hurricane had a se-
vere impact on the output of
meat, said Reid, due to un-
certainty about availability of
electricity and the ability of
ships to sail.

The “Golden Rock” brand
was developed to stamp, la-
bel and sell Statia meat lo-
cally and internationally,
Reid said.

Meat sale between Statia
and Nevis remains strong.
The most recent vessel from
Nevis was Captain Michael’s
Lady Luck, which called at
Statia on Wednesday. A total
of 2,500lbs of goat meat and
mutton and 500 Ibs of beef
were requested by the vessel,
but all was not shipped due to
the limited size of the vessel.

In the past, meat was taken
to Nevis by MV Waterman,
but the Statia vessel has
encountered some issues.
The status of the vessel was
discussed by a recent Island
Council meeting.

The Isley Brothers
at Soul Beach Fest

ARUBA-The Isley Brothers are among the performers
tapped for the 16th Annual Soul Beach Music Festival, tak-
ing place on Aruba over the US Memorial Day weekend in
May.

The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inductees, along with
American Idol’s season three-winner Fantasia and R&B
singer Miguel, will give main-stage performances during the
event, which runs from May 25 to May 30. Additional per-
formers will be announced in the weeks to come.

“It’s an honour to host such talented and dynamic artistes
on our ‘One Happy Island.” Visitors not only experience top-
notch performances during Soul Beach Music Festival, but
are also welcomed to enjoy Aruba’s signature experiences
and culture during their stay,” said Otmar Oduber, Aruba’s
Minister of Tourism, Primary Sector and Culture.

The festival’s executive producer Mark Adkins added, “This
year’s multi-generational artistes represent some of the best
performers and greatest voices in the music industry. Join us
in Aruba and enjoy the stellar Comedy and Music perfor-
mances combined with 30 events over 5 days plus a lifetime
of sensational memories.”

The Isley Brothers currently are led by Ronald and Ernie
Isley.

T

GREEN " HOUSE

PRIME RIB MONDAY
CERTIFIED ANGUS BEEF DONE TO PERFECTION
$21.99

LOBSTER MANIA TUESDAY
CARIBBEAN LOBSTER
$19.99

WEDNESDAY STEAK SPECIAL

NEw YORK STRIP $25.99
T-BoNE $26.99
FiLeT MignON $28.99
RiBEYE $30.99
PorTeR House $31.99

All Day & All Night!

PRIME RIB THURSDAY
CERTIFIED ANGUS BEEF DONE TO PERFECTION
$21.99

LOBSTER MANIA FRIDAY
CARIBBEAN LOBSTER
$19.99
All Day & All Night!

HAPPY HOUR every DAY
4:30 p.Mm. TO 7:00 P.M., ALL DRINKS 2 FOR 1

REDUCED PRICE APPETIZERS

Bobby’s Marina, Philipsburg
Tel: 542-2941
Simpson Bay next to Atrium
Tel: 544-4173
FREE PARKING
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JAMAICA’S OPPOSITION WINS...

Portia  Simpson-Miller  af-
ter she returned Jamaica’s
heavily indebted economy to
growth and low inflation.
Despite its socialist past, her
People’s National Party em-
braced spending cuts, wage
freezes and harsh fiscal disci-
pline as part of a $1.27 billion
IMF bailout that has lowered
the still daunting debt burden
of more than 130 percent of
GDP. Simpson-Miller, 70, is
Jamaica’s first female head
of state. Inflation hit a 48-
year low during her tenure.
Falling oil prices freed up
government funds in import-
dependent Jamaica and the

Continued from page 1.

island’s GDP grew 1.3 per-
cent last year, according to
the World Bank.

However, unemployment
is high at around 13 percent
overall, and a whopping 38
percent for the young. While
Simpson-Miller is credited
with bringing stability, Hol-
ness’ optimistic message was
more popular in the end.

Outgoing education minis-
ter Ronald Thwaites ques-
tioned Holness’ ability to
deliver.

“Can those promises be
kept? Will they be kept?”
Thwaites said in an interview
with local television.

Holness criticized the gov-
ernment’s adherence to
austerity but refrained from
sharp rhetoric against the
IMF plan on the campaign
trail.

He is not expected to signifi-
cantly roll back the measures
that restored investor confi-
dence in Jamaica’s chaotic
finances.

Holness briefly served as
prime minister in 2011 after
unrest due to a U.S. attempt
to extradite drug kingpin
Christopher “Dudus” Coke
forced his predecessor to re-
sign. ~ Reuters ~

NOTICE

The committee: SCOTT FAMILY REUNION
Invites ALL PERSONS related to the Scott family
to a family meeting on

Date: February 28th, 2016
Time: 5pm to 7pm
Place:PMIA HALL on Back Street

Purpose of the meeting: to discuss
our activity program.
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Julian Arbia (left) and Michael Killam.

months. Julian Arbia is a
club co-owner, DJ and en-
trepreneur from Montreal,
Canada.

In 2004, when his parents
decided to move to the is-
land and run a hotel, he was
introduced to St. Maarten/
St. Martin for the first time.
“Immediately the idea for a
big electronic music event
popped up,” he explains.

In 2006, he sent a pro-
moter to explore the op-
portunities on the island.
“Back then, however, the
time wasn’t right. There
were not enough locals to
support the music. Techno
lovers were not yet used to
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travel the world for their fa-
vourite festivals.”

Has anything changed in
the past ten years? “Defi-
nitely,” says Arbia, “the in-
ternational party scene has
truly become global. More-
over, people who grew up
with huge techno parties
in the nineties are now in
their thirties. Looking for
intimacy, quality and an
eco-friendly vibe, it is this
particular target group the
SXMusic Festival focuses
on. The world is ready for
it.”

So far, people from Ja-
pan, Australia, the US,
Canada, France and the

ISLAND SET TO HOST SXMUSIC FESTIVAL

Netherlands, among other
European countries, have
bought a ticket for the festi-
val. New York residents are
at the top of the list. An im-
portant factor for the suc-

7 | cess of the festival, accord-

ing to Arbia, is the direct
flight connection between
St. Maarten/St. Martin and
big cities in North America
and across Europe.

What about the locals?
Are they ready for an elec-
tronic music festival?

“Today we hear electronic
tunes in every pop song,”
says Arbia. “Moreover, our
line-up shows internation-
ally known DJ’s that pro-
duce high quality handcraft
sets during the festival. Ev-
eryone with an open mind
to different music styles can
appreciate this.”

Despite the international
character of the festival, the
organisers hope to attract
people from the region as
well.

In order to lower thresh-
olds, Caribbean residents
can buy their tickets with
a discount: a 5-day pass for
180 euros instead of 250, a
1-day pass for 55 euros in-
stead of 75. Although tick-
ets remain quite expensive
for the largest part of peo-
ple living in the region, Ar-
bia thinks that one-third of

the expected 3000 visitors
will be Caribbean residents.

In the meantime, Michael
Killam, Arbia’s business
partner from Montreal, has
joined the conversation.
Killam coordinates the or-
ganisation of the festival on
the island.

“I am responsible for com-
municating with the venues,
selecting the teams and tak-
ing care of the realisation
of our ideas,” says Killam.
Arbia adds: “Catering to
150 people is really differ-
ent from hosting a festival
crowd of thousands of peo-
ple. A festival is a different
beast.”

Working closely together
with the party venues and
local personnel, Arbia and
Killam expect that the SX-
Music Festival will contrib-
ute to the local economy.
“The festival is designed
to introduce the island to
a new group of wealthy,
young tourists. Our goal
is to make St. Maarten/St.
Martin stand out in the Ca-
ribbean!”

Among the selected SX-
Music  Festival locations
are Palm Beach in Orient
Bay, and Tantra, Le Shore
Club, Zoo Rock and Ko-
komo on the Dutch side of
the island. Between these
venues a shuttle bus service

will transport the festival
visitors.

Arbia explains that he has
always focused on orga-
nizing the festival on both
sides of the island. “It is,
after all, one island.”

In addition to St. Maarten/
St.  Martin’s  accessibil-
ity, its bi-national character
makes the island unique in
the region. “St. Maarten/
St. Martin could be more
actively promoted as one
island with the best of two
countries and many differ-
ent co-existing cultures.
Look at cities like New
York and Montreal: the
best places in the world are
melting pots.”

Despite Arbia’s focus on
the island as a whole, he
has primarily worked to-
gether with French authori-
ties, such as the Saint Mar-
tin Tourist Office. Partly
affected by the political
instability on the Dutch
side, but mainly, according
to Arbia, because there was
not enough time to contact
every authority on the is-
land.

“The first edition is always
an adventure: it’s never
perfect, but certainly the
most important edition for
the continuation of a festi-
val,” the organiser explains.
“This year we start with

Continued from page 1.

giving the people a taste
of what we have to offer.
We already have innova-
tive ideas for the upcoming
years.”

During the conversation,
the entrepreneurs from
Montreal appear as pas-
sionate entrepreneurs with
ambitions for the future.
“The SXMusic Festival is
the first big electronic mu-
sic festival in the Caribbean
region. It’s truly unique, we
don’t want to look like any-
thing else. Things are fun
when they are different.”

Being unique and differ-
ent, the SXMusic Festival
seems also somewhat exclu-
sive and serving a wealthy
niche. However, Arbia and
Killam emphasize the posi-
tive impact of the festival on
the local community: “By
organising this event on St.
Maarten/St. Martin we cre-
ate new jobs and give the
island’s tourism sector a
boost. We want to make St.
Maarten/St. Martin the hot-
test place in the Caribbean,
contributing to the global
electronic music scene and
the island. Then we all win!”

For more information
and purchasing Caribbean
Residents tickets with dis-
count check the website of
SXMusic Festival via www.
sxmusicfestival.com.
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LA REPUBLICA DOMINICANA

Raspa las tarjetas de $10.00 con minutos gratis
disponibles en todas las tiendas UTS
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‘80/20 law is no problem’

WILLEMSTAD--“The
Governor will receive in-
formation about the 80/20
bill in two weeks as request-
ed and then it will continue
as normal,” said Curagao
parliamentarian for “Pueb-
lo Soberano” (PS) Elmer
“Kade” Wilsoe.

The fraction member of
the coalition party that in-

troduced the proposed leg-
islation said it is no prob-
lem at all to explain why
the so-called “quota law” is
necessary.

“If that is needed to get
this bill to become a law
then we will do that. The ex-
planation does not change
the reality that in the hos-
pitality industry or in vari-

ous supermarkets most em-
ployees are not from local
soil,” said Wilsoe.
“Someone must be blind
not to see that. The fact is
that there are more than
20,000 illegal immigrants
on this island. The fact is

also that the unemploy-
ment rate among young
people is 37 per cent.”

The 80/20 bill states that
80 per cent of the person-
nel of every company on
the island should be local
and only 20 per cent may be

foreigners. Coalition part-
ner PAIS had expressed in a
written statement that they
are against the bill.

“PAIS just represents the
interests of the business
owners. They were also
against the increase of the

minimum wage by NAf.
0.05 cents per hour.

“The PAIS leader depends
on these business owners.
Our party does not depend
on them so we can fight for
the local employees,” said
Wilsoe.

3 |

Skin cancer is on the rise in Aruba, confirmed medical
specialist John Kock. There are no readily available ex-
act figures for 2011-2015, but the number of new cas-
es has grown steadily from the average 125 per year he
was getting up to and including 2010. He said instead of
monthly, four to five patients are now added on a weekly
basis, the majority of them ages 50 and older. Less than
3 per cent involves the most life-threatening form “mela-
noma,” which locally affects mainly women age 20 to 40.
Too much unprotected, direct exposure to the sun’s UV-
rays is the primary cause. People with any suspect spots
on especially the head, face, ears or neck are advised to
see their doctor.

Wellare Road 18, Cole Bay, Si. Maarian

67 Route De Sandy Ground, Saint Martin
Tel: +1 (721) 544-3049 Fax: +1 (721) 544-4529  Tel: 0590 871608 Fax 0520 B73185
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FIND ALL YOU NEED « The fair is FREE and open to all
AND MORE TO « On-site product demonstrations
REALISE YOUR « Color & interior advice

« Building industry professionals
« Financial loan & insurance services
« Power tool sale & showcase

BUILDING
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paint | windows & doors | power tools | tile adhesives | food sale
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Kooyman Megastore A.J.C. Brouwers Road 23, Cay Hill
Monday - Saturday: 8am-6pm « Sunday: 8am-1pm
www.kooymanbv.com - facebook.com/kooyman.stmaarten
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Board members of the Anguilla Comum'ty Foundation.

Anguilla Community Foundation holds
fundraising event at Government House

ANGUILLA--Governor
Christina Scott hosted a
fundraising event for the
Anguilla Community Foun-
dation at Government
House, on Wednesday eve-
ning. The Governor wel-
comed those present saying
that she was glad to support
the Community Founda-
tion as it will support young
people for many decades
ahead.

Bonnie Richardson-Lake
outlined the work of the
Foundation and its achieve-
ments since it was started

in 1999. She said that there
are three endowed funds
- the Mouton Scholarship
Fund, the Anguilla College
Scholarship Fund and the
David Berglund Scholar-
ship Fund. Fifteen students
have benefitted from the
scholarships ~ during the
past few years and over US
$100,000 has been given.
She explained that only
the interest on endowed
funds can be used, and with
the lower interest rates in
the past few years that has
meant less funds available.

There is currently $315,000
in the endowment fund and
$720,000 in the Manage-
ment Fund.

Kerlyn Hughes, one of the
beneficiaries of a scholar-
ship from the Community
Foundation, outlined her
experiences and gratitude
for the scholarship that en-
abled her to complete her
Master’s Degree. “Your
generosity helped me to
return to Anguilla and to
make a difference,” she
said.

Flower and Garden Show
plunned for this Saturday

A display from last year’s Flower and Garden Show

ANGUILLA-The An-
guilla Beautification Club
(ABC) Flower and Garden
Show is scheduled for Sat-
urday, February 27, at the
Wallblake House and gar-
dens. The Show includes
competitions for flower ar-
rangements, plants, garden
displays, and art. It starts
at 11:00am. The theme this
year is “Growing Wild” and

competitors are invited to
show their talent and go
wild with their displays.
There are several cat-
egories for arrangements
of flowers including fresh
flowers in a vase or bowl;
flowers picked in Anguilla;
arrangements of foliage;
arrangements depicting the
theme; fresh flowers and
fruit, and single flowers.

Flowering plants growing
in a pot or container will
also be judged, as well as
foliage plants, cactus, over-
sized plants and miniature
gardens. Awards for all cat-
egories will be for first, sec-
ond and third places. The
judges will be looking at the
overall appearance and im-
pact of the arrangements,
the condition of the flowers
and plants, artistic design,
creativity, originality, bal-
ance, shape and colour.

In addition, there will be
displays from Workshop
Initiative for Support in
Education (WISE) school
garden displays, profes-
sional garden displays and
school art. There are many
booths in the gardens sell-
ing craft, art, local soaps,
local jams, books, plants,
safety equipment, hot dogs,
food and drinks, and veg-
etables. A hydroponic dem-
onstration is also planned.
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Curagao experienced some strong winds on Wednesday
and a Code Yellow regarding fairly rough sea conditions
was also issued particularly for small craft operators.
Among other things, a big advertising sign had been blown
down at the “Botika Stakamahachi” drugstore. Nobody
was hurt in the incident (Extra photo).

The four branches of Aruba’s “Botica
macies from this Saturday will offer free blood pressure
and -sugar testing on a monthly basis. The company has
been designated by general health insurance bureau AZV
as provider of testing materials for diabetes patients regard-
less of which drugstore they may be registered at. The hope
is also to increase awareness about the disease and help
identify potential cases at an early stage.

Holland set to lose

expords after Brexit

AMSTERDAM-The Neth-
erlands could lose an annual
4.3 per cent of its 36.7 billion
euros in exports if Britain does
leave the European Union
(EU), according to Dutch
trade insurance company Eul-
er Hermes.

The only European Union
member state which would be
harder hit is Germany, which
is set to see 6.1 per cent of its
exports disappear if the Brit-

ish vote for leaving the EU on
June 23, the company has cal-
culated, according to Telegraaf
newspaper.

Well-known female repeat offender N.L. was arrested in Curagao after falling through the
roof of a home in Koraal Specht she wanted to burglarise. Her injuries were not serious, but
police believe she was on some kind of drugs. The young lady has spent time in the manda-
tory drug rehabilitation clinic “Brasami,” but keeps escaping as was also the case now.

The trade insurers are often

called in to insure global trans-
portation of imports and ex-
ports. Euler Hermed expects
the United Kingdom to lose
240 billion pounds in invest-
ments in the first four years
following Brexit.

According to the company’s
researchers, the total 60 per
cent loss of exports will hit
just four countries: the Neth-
erlands, Germany, France and
Ireland. Companies in the sec-
tors finance, cars, machinery,
chemicals, agro-food, textiles
and energy will be particularly
affected.

Euler Hermes determined
its figures on the basis of free
movement of capital, goods,

,_"_t-

services and people between
the EU and the UK. Brexit
would reintroduce import tar-
iffs and customs forms which
would become an obstacle to
trade.

Aruba Airpo

= - -t p—— .
rt Authorities (AAA) returned with its sec
the recent Routes Conference in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Number two was Charleston In-
ternational and number three Curagao International Airport. AAA also got an honorary
mention in the category fastest growing markets and routes. ‘Aeropuerto Reina Beatrix”
processed 2.8 million passengers last year, an increase of 14 per cent.
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Lots of love from your entire family
& friends. Enjoy your special day
to the fullest. We love you.

Community and Executive board,
friends and family.

'. From your children Maddesings, Simona,
Romibert,"grandchildrenalso from

R \
. Goming from your mom, dad, grandmothers,
. grandfather, aunts, uncles & cousins. May
God bless you. cut the cake and celebrate.
; We love you.

From your kids"Akeem's Moesha faunts, cousinsy
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and not forgetting'leanClavde.'Stay up, way up'
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STOP MOSQUITO’S FROM FEEDING - Use repellent, wear light colored clothing, and eliminate mosquito breeding sites.

Check out Collective Prevention Service Facebook Page today or call 542-2078 or 542-3003 for information.

MINISTRY PUBLIC HEALTH, SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT & LABOR
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AFFAIRS & SOCIAL SERVICES

The Department of Labor Affairs & Social Services is embarking on
sharing a series of information sessions geared at sensitizing the general
public of its tangible as well as intangible products.

Our first session will be hosted by the Social Welfare Unit, highlighting
“Material Aid” . The session will be held at the Belvedere Community
Center on March 18, 2016 from 6:30PM to 8:30PM.

If you have always been interested in knowing what the department
offers, this is your opportunity to get a comprehensive overview of all
services provided and gain insight into the manner in which laws and
regulations are utilized to determine eligibility of individuals seeking
assistance.

Space is limited, so get there early to secure your seat!

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC LICENSES

A request has been filed at the Department of Economic Licenses by
Fig N.V. d.b.a Fig to Operate a Coffeehouse & Restaurant A at
Le Terrace Unit 114, Rhine Road, Sint Maarten.

Permission is also requested to make, give and allow music, have
shows’ dancing and additional closing hours until 4 am.

A request has been filed at the Department of Economic Licenses by
Last Stop Retail Shop Il N.V., d b.a Great Bay Spirits to Retail
alcoholic beverages at St. Rose Shopping Arcade #6, Philipsburg,

Sint Maarten.

A request has been filed at the Department of Economic Licenses by
Rythams N.V., d.b.a The Dream Pool Bar and Lounge to Operate a
Coffeehouse & Restaurant A at Rhine Road #41, Maho Plaza,

Sint Maarten.

Permission is also requested to make, give and allow music,

MINISTRY OF HOUSING, SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT,
ENVIRONMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE

The Department of Inspection is looking for an enthusiastic, dynamic,
experienced and educated professional to fill the following function:

Technical Administrator (scale 7)

Tasks consist of the following, but are not limited to:

+ Provides general administrative and clerical support including
mailing, scanning, faxing and copying;

= Opens, sorts and distributes incoming correspondence;

= Sets up a planning for the staff's inspections;

+ Performs data entry and scan documents;

+ Assists in resolving any administrative problems;

- Answer calls from customers regarding their inquiries;

= Sets up internal technical letters and advices on topics concerning
illegal building, building safety, permits and illegal usage of
property;

- Coordinates documents between the Department of Permits and
the Department of Inspection.

Knowledge and skills:
+ 2+ years of hands on administrative support experience;

« Proficiency in MS Word, MS Excel and MS Outlook;

- Good communication skills in the Dutch and English language
(verbal & written);
Ability to prioritize assignments;
» Good attention to detail;
« Must be a team player, service minded result-oriented, accurate

and confidential;

= Strong coordination skills.

For more information please visit our website on
http://www.sintmaartengov.org/government/Pages/Employment.aspx
or contact Mr. Henry Ellis, Head of the Inspection department, at
(henry.ellis@sintmaartengov.org)

If you are the right candidate for this position above, please send your
application letter and resume to careers@sintmaartengov.org no later
than March 11th, 2016.

have shows’, dancing.
A request has been filed at the Department of Economic Licenses by
Sim son Bay Sushi N.V,, d b.a Little Bamboo to Operate a

ehouse & Restaurant A at Puerto del Sol Building F1, Unit 105,
Welfare Road, Cole Bay, Sint Maarten.

Permission is also requested to make, give and allow music and
additional clesing hours until 3:00 am

A request has been filed at the Department of Economic Licenses by

SXM Sushi N.V., d.b.a SXM Sushi to Operate a Coffeehouse &
Restaurant A at Rhine Road #41, Maho Plaza, Sint Maarten.

Permission is also requested to make, give and allow music, have
shows’, dancing, and additional closing hours until 3 am.

A request has been filed at the Department of Economic Licenses by
Whisky Bar N.V., d.b.a Café Rembrandt to Operate a Coffeehouse at
Madame Estate Shopping Center #15, Madame Estate, Sint Maarten.

Permission is also requested to make, give and allow music, and
additional closing hours until 1 am.

In accordance with article 21 of the License Federal Ordinance
("Vergunningslandsverordening"), the request with the relevant
documents are available for public scrutiny, for a period of two weeks,
after the publication date of this notice, at the Department of
Economic Licenses at the Zoutsteeg # 3, Philipsburg. During that

time objections can be entered in writing against the issuance of the
requested licenses and or permit.

Sint Maarten,

Department of Economic Licenses

MINISTRY OF PUBLIC HEALTH, SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND LABOR

Is charged with ensuring accessible, comprehensive and sustainable
quality products and services that address the needs of the population
in the areas of public health, social development and labor.

Is locking for enthusiastic, dynamic, experienced, innovative and
educated professionals to carry out the following functions:

Department of Public Health Collective Prevention Services
Senior Policy Advisor Health Care Epidemiologist

Senior Policy Environment & Hygiene

Policy worker

Administrative assistant

Department of Social Development Labor Affairs

Policy worker Job Placement Officer
Department of Labor

Department Head

Mediator

Policy worker

nspectorate VSA
Controller

Complaints Officer

For more information please contact Ms, Shamika de Weever,
Personnel Advisor at 41 (721) 5420371.

If you are the right candidate for the positions mentioned above,
please send your application letter and resume to
careers@sintmaartengov.org no later than March 7th, 2016.
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Business Licence Card to help small
businesses and safeguard consumers

PM Harris said Government continues to meet the de-
mands of the national community.

ST. KITTS--The Govern-
ment of St. Kitts and Nevis
has followed through on
suggestions by members of
the national community to
enhance the ease of doing
business locally by oversee-
ing the passage of the Li-
cences on Businesses and
Occupations (Amendment)
Bill, 2016, in the Federal
Parliament on February 19.

The Bill addressed the
concerns of several business
owners who had reported
to the Inland Revenue
Department that the legal
requirement for entrepre-
neurs to prominently dis-
play their business licence
in their respective place of
business was proving to be
difficult.

Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of Finance, Dr. Timothy
Harris, indicated that Gov-
ernment was cognizant that
the system may not have
been adequate for all busi-
nesses, particularly for pro-
fessionals and tradesmen
who do not operate from
a fixed place of business.
During the Budget address
last December (2015), Dr.
Harris announced plans
to introduce a Business
Licence Card for the ap-
propriate businesses. The
Licences on Businesses
and Occupations (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2016, provided
the necessary legislative
changes.

While piloting the Bill
through Parliament on

February 19, Prime Minis-
ter Harris identified some
of the main beneficiaries as
“taxi operators, plumbers,
driving instructors, archi-
tects, street vendors, elec-
tricians, surveyors, paint-
ers, tutors, and arts and
craft makers.”

While the traditional busi-
ness licence will still be is-
sued on paper, the card
represents a durable, por-
table option that assures
the public that the holder
of such is a bonafide en-
trepreneur with a business
registered with the Inland
Revenue Department.

“So we are responding to
a felt need,” Prime Minis-
ter Harris said. “It is more
a service that is being pro-
vided [rather — Ed.] than
any intention to, as it were,
gather monies. The basic
fee ... of EC $100 is basi-
cally to replace the funds
that would be expended to
get the card done and the
administration of this.”

The Prime Minister added
that the card will display a
photo of the entrepreneur
and other relevant informa-
tion to “provide safeguards
to the user of the service
and the provider of the ser-
vice.”

Income Tax Amendment
Bill passes, closes loopholes

ST. KITTS--Reforms in the
tax structure of St. Kitts
and Nevis are ongoing to
ensure it protects the pub-
lic interest, promotes har-
mony with national and re-
gional systems, and meets
the demands of a globalised
economy.

Prime Minister Dr. Timo-
thy Harris is championing
these reforms in his capac-
ity as Minister of Finance.
One of the recent updates
to the tax structure was
passed in the Federal Par-
liament on February 19, in
the form of the Income Tax
(Amendment) Bill, 2016.

“Economic activities have
never been as global as they
are today,” Dr. Harris stat-
ed, noting that internation-
al trade has brought about
the removal of traditional
national borders. He added
that the global integration
of national economies has
deepened, the mobility of
capital has accelerated,
and the flow of capital and
trade is enormous.

However, the Prime Min-
ister added that smaller
economies like St. Kitts
and Nevis have a mobile tax
base and as such rely heav-

ily on corporate income
and withholding taxes. This
also means that the econ-
omy is susceptible to the
negative impact of harmful
tax practices, which Gov-
ernment is attempting to
avoid. Last December, Dr.
Harris announced that he
had instructed the Ministry
of Finance, through the In-
land Revenue Department,
to carry out an assessment
of existing legislation and
practices in administering
the local tax systems.

“This analysis has indi-
cated that these systems
are vulnerable to abuse by
taxpayers who use different
methods to avoid payment
of their fair share of taxes
to the Government,” Prime
Minister Harris said. “Such
methods include transfer
pricing and other similar
earnings-stripping  tech-
niques.”

The Prime Minister said
the legislation was de-
signed to “provide for all
relevant parties to pay their
fair share of the withhold-
ing tax. In our efforts to
provide a level playing field
and reduce the potential for
the erosion of the tax base,

it has become necessary to
amend the Withholding Tax
Act to clarify branch and
head office arrangements
for the purposes of the ap-
plication of the tax.”

Indemnity protection was
also included to provide
protection to local com-
panies that pay the tax on
behalf of overseas busi-
nesses and a new withhold-
ing tax rate from 10 to 15
per cent was approved for
all businesses. The 15 per
cent ceiling for the tax is in
keeping with the range set
by the Caribbean Commu-
nity Caricom, of which St.
Kitts and Nevis is a mem-
ber state.

“It is important to note
that the changes to the tax
system are not new taxes,”
Prime  Minister ~ Harris
stated. “They are designed
to remove loopholes in the
tax system, broaden the tax
base, simplify the process of
determining taxpayer obli-
gations and modernise the
laws to meet regional and
international ~ standards.
We are certain that these
changes will provide great-
er clarity for businesses to
meet their tax obligations.”

The “Strea Chiki” talent contest for children in Curagao will be back for its third edition,
organisers announced during a press conference. This year boys and girls ages 8-14 will
compete in song and dance. Registration closes on March 12 with an informative session
at the National Library from 3:00pm to 5:00pm. There will be auditions at the same loca-
tion on March 19 and 20. The quarterfinals are scheduled for May 28 in the Sambil me-
gamall, while the semi-finals and finals take place at International School on respectively
August 13 and November 5. Meanwhile, the intention is for 2015 winner Sophie Torres
and finalist Roxenia Rozal (standing behind table) to represent the island at the March 26
“Interscholastic International Idols” competition on St. Maarten.
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PM urges young people
to reject life of violence

ST. KITTS-The Govern-
ment of National Unity
hosted a massive Sounds of
Peace — Stop the Violence
anti-crime concert at the
Circus, Basseterre, on Fri-
day evening, February 19.

The massive crowd was
thrilled by a packed line-
up which included folklore
presentations, King Astro,
Evolution, The Bacchanal-
ist Band featuring Rucas
HE, James Galloway,
K-Jah, Shanna, Mod Stoney,
Dejour, Mr. Bagnall, Nicha
B, Infamus, Natural Mystic
and Small Axe Band.

Prime Minister of St.
Kitts and Nevis Dr. Timo-
thy Harris spoke to the
thousands gathered for
the event. After commend-
ing the organisers for a job
well done, he said, “We are
proud of the young people,
who are committed to a life
of peace and a life of pros-
perity.”

Prime Minister Harris
added that his message was
“that your Government will
stand with the young peo-
ple of St. Kitts who want
to get on with their lives,
who are committed to end

violence — violence in their
homes, violence in their
communities and violence
in the country.”

Prime Minister Harris
promised to do all that he
can to ensure the continued
development of the youth in
the Federation saying, “We
shall work together and we
will mobilise a number of
departments of the Gov-
ernment over the next few
months to come up with an
all-embracing policy that
supports the development,
empowerment and the suc-
cess of young people.”

Liburd blasts Govt, & Deputy Speaker

ST.  KITTS--Parliamenta-
ry Representative for St.
Christopher 2 (Central
Bassterre) Marcella Liburd
blasted Deputy Speaker
of the National Assembly
Michael Perkins and the
Government of Prime Min-
ister Dr. Timothy Harris
Wednesday for continuing
to undermine democracy in
the twin-island Federation.

Liburd, a former Speaker
and Deputy Speaker, said
the law-making body is
there to protect and pre-
serve democracy and the
freedom of members to ex-
press the views of the peo-
ple who elected them.

She referred to last Friday’s
meeting of the law-making
body called to coincide with
a planned protest march in
Basseterre by the opposi-
tion St. Kitts-Nevis Labour
Party.

Liburd referred to the
meeting chaired by Deputy
Speaker Perkins as a “mock-
ery, a travesty and was an

indication of how the Unity
Government holds the peo-
ple of St. Kitts and Nevis
in contempt, ridicule and
scorn.”

“It was an abuse of the Par-
liament and an abuse spe-
cifically of the item ‘State-
ment by Ministers,” which
should pertain to issues re-
lated to the portfolios of a
Minister. It is not to abuse
the Opposition and to make
scandalous remarks. That is
not what Statement by Min-
isters is about,” said Liburd,
during Wednesday’s edition
of “Issues” on Freedom FM
106.5.

She said the five-hour-long
statements by Ministers
were condoned by Deputy
Speaker Perkins, who sat in
the chair.

[It was — Ed.] “five long
hours just to shut out the
Opposition from debating
the tax measures,” said Li-
burd, who pointed out that
on February 5, the Labour
Party applied to the Police

to stage a protest march on
February 19. We got a notice
for Parliament on the 12th
of February. The Govern-
ment knew we had applied
for the protest march,” Li-
burd told listeners.

She further stated that she
had credible information
that the state-owned ZIZ
Broadcasting Corporation
(ZBC) has been instructed
not to rebroadcast the pre-
sentations in the National
Assembly by Opposition
parliamentarians.

“This never happened un-
der the previous Labour
Government. ~ Whenever
Parliament was replayed all
presentations were rebroad-
cast whether you were on
the Government side or the
Opposition — not now,” said
Liburd, who added that the
behaviour of the Dr. Harris-
led PLP/CCM/PAM Gov-
ernment “underscores the
vindictiveness and decep-
tion that goes on.”
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Refugee child.

Ombusdman warns about ‘lost
generation’ of refugee children

THE HAGUE--Underage
refugees in the Netherlands
risk becoming a “lost gener-
ation” unless the standard
of care in asylum facilities
improves dramatically, the
children’s ombudsman has
warned.

In a damning report, Marc
Dullaert said the system
was too slow and offered

inadequate support to chil-
dren who arrived in the
country with emotional or
psychological ~ problems.
“In some places children
have to wait weeks before
they can go to school, even
though education offers
them the structure they
need,” Dullaert told NOS.
Education Minister Sand-

-
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Oll tanker off Rotterdam.

Oil tankers queue up,
wait for higher prices

ROTTERDAM--Some forty oil tankers are waiting off
the coast of Rotterdam for an improvement in oil prices,
broadcaster Nos says on Thursday afternoon.

While drilling for oil continues apace, traders are unable
to sell sufficient volumes and overproduction has led to
full onshore storage tanks, the broadcaster said.

Rotterdam port spokesman Sjaak Poppe told Nos that
the number of ships waiting is far higher than usual. Most
are not waiting to discharge their loads, but for a better
moment to sell, such as rising oil prices.

Other shipping is not being hindered by the stationary
tankers because they are restricted to areas earmarked
for waiting ships, Poppe said.

er Dekker admitted in a
letter to Parliament this
week that Government had
no idea how many of the
12,000 refugee children in
the Netherlands were at
school, RTL Nieuws re-
ported.

By law children are sup-
posed to start attending
classes within 72 hours of
arriving, but in practice this
is rare.

Dullaert noted that some
children were being forced
to move up to 10 times
a year as the authorities
struggle to find a place for
their families. “The many
moves and poor accom-
modation facilities mean
they are unable to settle,”
he said. Some families have
to wait two years to be re-
united, causing “even more
damage” to vulnerable chil-
dren, Dullaert said.

He also expressed concern
for underage orphaned
children who risk “falling
between two stools” when
they turn 18. “The risk is
that they end up in the Sal-
vation Army’s night shel-
er,” he said.

Dullaert called for more
efforts to be made to en-
sure children who arrive
from war zones are inte-
grated into Dutch society
quickly so they can lead
normal lives. “If we don’t
invest in them we risk hav-
ing a lost generation on the
margins of society,” he said.

Most job seekers end up on flexible contracts

THE HAGUE--Seven out
of 10 unemployed people
who got a new job last year,
ended up on a flexible con-
tract, according to new fig-
ures from national statistics
office CBS. Just one in eight
job seekers found a perma-
nent job, a drop from one in
five 10 years ago, CBS said.

Part-time work is also on
the rise. Some 37 per cent
of those who found a job
had a contract for more
than 35 hours a week, down
from 42 per cent in 2005.
“The fear of having to do
part-time work your whole
life is becoming a reality
for increasing numbers of

people,” CNV union lead-
er Maurice Limmen told
broadcaster NOS in a reac-
tion.

“A job should provide the
reassurance that you’ll be
able to buy a house or fol-
low a training course, but
that reassurance is disap-
pearing,” Limmen said.

Ukraine referendum: should
‘yes’ supporters vote or not?

THE HAGUE--The “no”
campaign may be well
ahead in the forthcoming
Dutch referendum on the
EU treaty with Ukraine,
but there is a real risk not
enough people will vote to
validate it, according to ex-
perts at De Algemeen Dag-
blad.

If the vote were held to-
day, the referendum is
unlikely to gather enough
votes, Peter Kanne of 1&O
Research told the paper.
At least 30 per cent of the
electorate have to vote for
the referendum to have any
legal status.

1&O research indicates
around 30 per cent of the
electorate are planning to
vote on April 6. “We’ve
still got six weeks to go, so
it could be exciting,” Kanne
said. Some 38 per cent plan
to vote against the treaty,
32 per cent back it and 30
per cent are still undecided.

The big question among
“yes” voters is whether or
not to vote at all, the news-
paper pointed out. If turn-
out is less than 30 per cent,

the government does not
have to take the referen-
dum into account, whatever
the outcome.

GroenLinks youth or-
ganisation DWARS, for
example, is urging voters
to stay at home, a position
which Kanne condemns for
“belittling” those who op-
pose the treaty. “The “yes”
supporters tend to back
D66, GroenLinks and the
Labour party, Kanne said.

“These are the very par-
ties which introduced the
law making referenda pos-

‘stay home’, you are ignor-
ing the unease and feeding
political cynicism.”

The Dutch Parliament has
already voted in favour of
the treaty and the referen-
dum only has an advisory
role. Ministers have said
they will “look seriously”
at the outcome. Home Af-
fairs Minister Ronald Plas-
terk has urged voters not
to think tactically. “Go and
vote,” he is quoted as say-
ing by the paper. “That is
the logical and democratic
approach.”

sible. If they start saying

Amsterdam remembers
WWII strike for Jews

AMSTERDAM--Amsterdam marked the 75th anniversa-
ry of the mass strike in the city triggered by the detention
of 427 Jewish men during World War II.

Trams, buses and the metro stopped for one minute at
11:00am, and passengers heard a recorded message from
Mayor Eberhard van der Laan about the February strike
of 1941. The strike is considered to be the only mass pro-
test against the Nazi round-up of the Jews.

King Willem-Alexander attended a memorial ceremony
at the Dockworker statue in Amsterdam at 4:00pm, which
was broadcast live on television.

Children

of Amsterdam’s

AMSTERDAM--Almost
all the sons of Amsterdam’s
most notorious crime boss-
es have ended up with crim-
inal records and half have
done jail time, according to
research by Amsterdam’s
VU University.

Researcher Meintje van
Dijk used Police, Justice
Department and  social
work files to look into 25
crime families. The inves-
tigation focused on 44 chil-
dren aged 19 to 33, with
an average age of 23. She
found nine out of 10 sons
had been in trouble with
the police and half had
been jailed for assault or
possession of weapons.

One had been killed in a
gangland shooting. “This is
a very high score and much
higher than we would ex-
pect based on research into
“ordinary criminal fami-
lies,” De Volkskrant quoted
her as saying.

Daughters are less likely to
get involved in crime them-
selves, but often marry or
have relationships with men
with a criminal background.
“If you look at it cynically,
you can say the women
from criminal families allow
the men to get on with it and
profit from the crime just as
much,” Van Dijk said.

“Criminal parents take
their children with them
into their world,” Amster-
dam Police spokeswoman
Hanneke Ekelmans told
the paper. “The children
get completely the wrong
idea of what is normal.”

Of the 44 children studied,
95 per cent had spent time
without their father be-
cause he was in jail, 90 per
cent had divorced parents
and one in three had lost
their father in a gangland
killing.

NS should compensate
passengers for no seats

THE HAGUE--Dutch national railway company NS
should pay compensation to passengers who have to stand
because trains are too crowded, according to organisation
ConsumentenClaim which specialises in mass claims.

“We think train passengers should be compensated for at
least 50 per cent of the cost of their journey for as long as
the problems with crowded trains are not solved,” Direc-
tor Stef Smit told BNR Radio on Thursday morning. The
organisation accuses the NS of bad management because
the problems with crowded trains, which began last Sep-
tember, were avoidable.

The rail company knew in 2014 there would be a short-
age of trains between 2015 and 2017, and did not take ad-
equate steps to solve the problem. It should have ordered
new trains earlier to replace the old trains being taken out
of service and used buses to provide extra capacity.

The NS did not comment on financial compensation in its
reaction, according to news site Nu.nl. “We offer a place
in our trains, not a seat,” a spokesman said. “But, we are
doing all we can to give passengers a good journey.”

On Monday, the NS introduced buses on some routes
during rush-hour. The company is also changing first-class
compartments into second class to free up more seats.
There was a record number of complaints about over-
crowding in 2015, with most of them coming from pas-
sengers in Utrecht, followed by Woerden, Hilversum and
Amsterdam Central.
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Venezuela Govi. accused
of Zika virus cover-up

CARACAS, Venezuela--Ven-
ezuelan opposition legislator
Jos¢ Manuel Olivares has
added his voice to claims that
the country has under-report-
ed hundreds of thousands of
cases of the Zika virus cur-
rently sweeping the region.

Olivares’ assertion joins
similar concerns shared by ev-
eryone from members of the
local medical fraternity to the
Health Minister of neighbour-
ing Colombia.

“I hope that President
Nicolas Maduro will not
continue putting  policy
and ideology before the
health and life of Venezu-
elans,” said Olivares, who
also claims that the socialist
country lacks the necessary
supplies to effectively com-
bat the outbreak.

Olivares, chair of the sub-
committee on health in
Venezuela’s National As-
sembly, estimates that be-
tween 400,000 and 500,000
Venezuelans have contract-
ed the Zika virus.

He recently visited Wash-
ington to appeal for aid

from the World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO).

“What we did was provide
continuity to the declara-
tion of the humanitarian
health crisis that the Ven-
ezuelan Parliament made,”
he told Infobae.

“This declaration seeks
to solve the health crisis
in the country, marking a
roadmap to seek solutions
to the deep crisis of health,
lack of medicines, increas-
es in the levels of maternal
mortality, cancer mortal-
ity, and child mortality.”

Last month, Venezuela’s
Pharmaceutical ~ Federa-
tion declared a “humani-
tarian emergency,” an-
nouncing that 150 drugs
were completely unavail-
able nationwide.

Some pharmacies had
even resorted to selling
veterinary medications to
people as a last resort, they
said.

On February 12, the Gov-
ernment confirmed three
deaths related to Zika
while also noting an in-

crease in the rare Guillain-
Barré syndrome.

President Maduro said of-
ficials only confirmed 319
cases of Zika, but doctors
have monitored 5,221 sus-
pected cases since Febru-
ary 8. At that time, doctors
documented 21 deaths re-
lated to the syndrome.

Olivares accused the Gov-
ernment of lying.

“In its first statement
about Zika, the Govern-
ment says it has only 3,000
suspected cases and ac-
knowledges 255 cases of
the Guillain-Barré syn-
drome,” he said.

“When one reviews the
literature, you realise that
one in 1,000 to 2,000 cases
of Zika developed the syn-
drome. That is the statistic.

“This means the numbers
don’t add up. This is a big
lie from the Government
because if you have 255
Guillain-Barré cases you
cannot have 3,000 suspect-
ed cases of Zika. You have
to have at least 250,000...

“From November to the

McCoy calls for condemnation of

‘nasty politics, hate and spite’

GEORGETOWN,

Guy-
ana--Former Press and
Publicity Officer under the
former PPP/C administra-
tion, Kwame McCoy said
the extent of nasty politics,
hate and spite being direct-
ed at him and other Afro-
Guyanese in the People’s
Progressive Party, in such
“fast and furious manner”,
must be condemned out-
right.

McCoy, in a statement
Thursday, said he is overtly
convinced that the “barrage
of political plots” has been
designed to make him a vic-
tim of the People’s Nation-
al Congress (PNC) -type
politics of targeting Afro-
Guyanese in the forefront
of the PPP for all sorts of
harassment.

“The pernacious political
persecution and witch-hunt
is obvious, active and vi-
cious at this time of our his-
tory. No doubt those with
their sinister objectives and
ulterior motives are set to
destroy my character...
most Guyanese witnessed
last Monday’s (February
22, 2016) episode of the
kind of political behaviour
as displayed outside the
Georgetown Magistrate’s

Court and to which I have
been subjected most of my
adult life...political play-
ers outside the Court suffi-
ciently exposed the diabolic
plan at work,” McCoy said
in his statement.

Meanwhile, the Former
Press and Publicity Officer
slammed a Kaieteur News
article published yesterday
under the title ‘Kwame Mc-
Coy gun butt victim says
he was forced to flee Guy-
ana’ stating that by printing
such a story the newspaper
is demonstrating its “anti-
PPP loyalty” in collabora-
tion with those in command
of an archaic and oppres-
sive political agenda.

“This article no doubt
plays into the design to
present me as a violent per-
son in the first place. The
conviction against my name
is currently under appeal
and for that reason I don’t
wish to go too much into
details at this time, except
to recognise the extent to
which some people would
go to destroy your character
for political gains. The oth-
er party in this matter, Mr.
Stewart, is absolutely aware
that his political stunt paid
off because I am the one

who got a wrong deal as a
victim of miscarriage of jus-
tice,” McCoy said.

He also stated that time
will reveal the level of the
other party’s “wickedness”.
McCoy explained that it
was not until the recent
Court appearance that
he knew who Stewart was
(meeting him for the first
time).

McCoy further stated that
there was never any alter-
cation between himself and
Stewart and that it must be
noted that the man had no
witness to support his claim
of a story which allegedly
occurred on the busy Dur-
ban Street thoroughfare.

“Mr. Stewart used two
of his friends to extract
money out of me in this
matter. I never acceded
to his demand because of
the certainty of my inno-
cence. One of his friend
with whom I share an ex-
cellent relationship  did
confide in me that he was
the kind of individual who
would make such allega-
tions for the purpose of
money...I have never con-
templated, initiated or ex-
ecuted a crime,” McCoy
maintained.

first week of February
there were almost 360,000
cases of fever. We do not
know why. They are extras
and different from those
expected these months.
‘We maintain that there are
400,000 to 500,000 cases of
Zika in Venezuela.”

His statements echoed
concerns expressed by
Colombian Health Min-
ister Alejandro Gaviria,
who claimed that Venezu-
ela has hidden hundreds of
thousands of Zika cases,
which could cause major
problems for the other
South and Central Ameri-
can countries fighting the
disease.

Gaviria insists the social-
ist country is the weakest
link in the fight because of-
ficials have “no systematic
reporting of the data.” The
lack of data worries Co-
lombian officials because
the countries share bor-
ders.

The Norte de Santan-
dar province of Colombia,
which shares a border with
Venezuela, has the highest
number of Zika cases in
Colombia. It also has the
largest amount of pregnant
women with the virus.

“This is a serious prob-
lem,” Gaviria said.

In Venezuela, the local
medical community has
demanded that officials
publish all statistics on the
Zika virus. The publication
of epidemic lists ceased last
year.

“The Ministry of Health
must be the first to issue
warnings about the exis-
tence of a public health
threat; they cannot be the
last one to speak,” said Jose
Oletta, former Health Min-
ister who now works with
the Network to Defend Na-
tional Epidemiology.

“We already have a weak-
ened healthcare system,
which tends to make these
problems spread more rap-
idly. Add to that the lack of
information and it’s a per-
fect storm.”

Meanwhile, the Venezue-
lan Society of Public Health
claimed surveys from non-
governmental organisa-
tions discovered “a rise of
acute fever in the past six
months that could corre-
spond to 400,000 cases of
Zika.”

China recently confirmed
its first Zika case after a
34-year-old man returned
from Venezuela. ~ Carib-
bean360 ~
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Anderson died in the accident. (Photo: Virgin Islands
News Online)
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Stephen Fossi has until February 29 to pay th;;‘ines. (Pho-
to: Virgin Islands News Online)

Captain fined for deaths of two
workmates in BVI hoat accident

ROAD TOWN, British Virgin Islands--A New Zealand na-
tional in the British Virgin Islands (BVI) has been fined US
$45,000 on each of two manslaughter charges, more than a
year after a boat he captained crashed into a reef and killed
two work colleagues.

On February 24, a day after he was found guilty, a High
Court judge gave Stephen Fossi five days to pay the US
$90,000 in relation to the deaths of Jamaican Howard An-
derson and American Kari Anne Way. If he does not pay up
by next Monday he will have to spend two years behind bars.

Anderson and Way, both of whom worked with Fossi at the
Oil Nut Bay, a residential development located on the east-
ern peninsula of Virgin Gorda, were among passengers on
the inflatable vessel, The Inevitable, which reportedly struck
a rock in the vicinity of Cow Mouth, near Leverick Bay, on
January 24, 2015.

Fossi (43), and three other workmates were also injured in
the accident.

The boat occupants had been travelling back to Oil Nut
Bay after being out for entertainment, when the accident oc-
curred.

Fossi was at the time employed at Oil Nut Bay as the direc-
tor of marine operations, a position he held for 10 years. ~
Caribbean360 ~

Groningen wins for worst
Dutch university slogan vote

GRONINGEN--Groningen University’s slogan “Born
leaders reach for infinity” has been voted most stupid
university catch phrase in the country in an online poll.
The poll was organised by a website set up by academics
and students with the aim of improving higher education
in the Netherlands

Amsterdam University’s ‘We are U’ was second on the
list, followed by Leiden’s Excelleren in Vrijheid (Excel in
Freedom). More than 3,200 people took part in the vote.

In the meantime, according to Het Parool, Groningen
has a new slogan “Think Bold” which as several people
have already pointed out, is not correct English.

The platform which organised the competition says the
use of slogans shows how “pointless advertising” and
branding is in helping turn universities into economic
units. “They are based on a vision of a university as a
company that needs to be placed in the market, and that
leads to money-wasting competition between them,” the
organisation said. The website team is now investigating
the cost of the campaigns.
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Oil Well.

Oil exploration activities
in Guyana waters intensify

GEORGETOWN,  Guy-
ana--Oil exploration efforts
have intensified following
the discovery of commer-
cial quantities of oil in Guy-
ana’s Maritime Zone.

Esso Exploration and Pro-
duction Guyana Ltd. (EEP-
GL) has commenced a
meteorological and ocean-
ographic survey in the Sta-
broek Block, scheduled to
be completed during May
2018.

And March 9 will see the
commencement of seismic
surveys within the Canje
block for a period of six
months.

Minister of Natural Re-
sources Raphael Trotman
told the National Assembly

that there is growing inter-
est in Guyana’s hydrocar-
bons, and as such, Exxon
Mobil will also undertake
further exploratory drilling
of another well.

“The time has never been
as propitious for petroleum
exploration, as the low
prices have led to a high
availability, at good prices,
of specialised skills, explor-
atory rigs and equipment,
all of which make explora-
tion very encouraging,” he
said.

The Ministry of Natural
Resources will be placing
significant emphasis on ca-
pacity building during 2016,
with the development of a
framework for a Petroleum

Agency and the conceptu-
alisation of an institute in
collaboration with the Edu-
cation Ministry.
International Develop-
ment partners have sig-
nalled a willingness to train
young Guyanese to assume
responsibility to lead the
petroleum industry in the
decades ahead.
Anticipating the finances
that will be garnered from
the oil sector, a Sovereign
Wealth Fund will be devel-
oped. This will protect the
economy from the volatile
nature of mineral revenues,
and help grow and moder-
nise the sustainable non-ex-
tractive sectors of the econ-
omy. ~ Caribbean360 ~

CDB predicts slower
growth for region

BRIDGETOWN, Barba-
dos--Caribbean  Govern-
ments have been urged to
speed up legal and regula-
tory reform amid predic-
tions of slower economic
growth for the region, fol-
lowing last year’s mixed
fortunes.

The advice came from
the Caribbean Develop-
ment Bank (CDB) which
said that overall growth
remained sluggish. In its
annual review of the per-
formance of regional Bor-
rowing Member Countries
(BMCs), the Bank said the
global economic difficulties
of 2015, including the slow-
down in China and its ef-
fect on markets elsewhere,
had an overall negative im-
pact on the region.

The vulnerability caused
by a heavy reliance on over-
seas markets, as well as the
impact of natural disasters
such as storms and drought
particularly in Dominica
and The Bahamas, stymied
growth. In some BMCs, the
reduction in Correspon-
dent Banking Relation-
ships (CBRs) threatened
the financial systems and
real economies.

Recovery in the regional
tourism market continued
last year with most desti-
nations seeing increases in
visitor arrivals; and many
reported higher numbers

Bodies of two schoolboys
found in foresied arec

PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad-
The Tiinidad Guardian is
reporting that the two bodies
found in a forested area in St
Augustine on Tuesday eve-
ning were identified Wednes-
day as teenage schoolboys
Stephan Singh and Daniel
Halls.

In a week in which the na-
tional conversation was on
troublesome  students, par-
ticularly teenaged boys and
their links to school violence
and gangs, how the two came
to be target of killers yester-
day once again drove home
just how real a concern it is.

Furry

Friends
Adoption

Center

Trinidad schoolboys, Stephan Singh and Daniel Halls were
found murdered.

According to police reports,
around 4:40pm Tuesday, resi-
dents of St John’s Road heard
gunshots and alerted the po-
lice. Officers responded and

Crowne Plaza ¢ Upstairs next
to Tendal Real Estate
Hours 9-12 noon and 3—6pm

found the bodies of Singh, 17
and Halls, 16. Police said they
were told that the teens were
seen as part of a group of five
entering the bushes and after

the shooting, only the two
deceased were found. Singh,
a student of Trinity East Col-
lege, had an empty revolver
on him.

Police said they had not ruled
out the possibility that the
other three people who en-
tered the bush with them were
suspects but they were still
searching the area for them as
possible victims of a crime.

But police said they believed
the teens had gone to either
purchase drugs or to steal
from someone’s marijuana
garden when they were am-
bushed and killed. Police also
speculated that the two boys
may have been set up to be
killed by the other three miss-
ing people.

In speaking about her son
Wednesday, Halls" mother,
Joy, referred to the Old Tes-
tament admonition handed
down to the Jews by God for
children to obey their parents
lest their lives be shortened.

CDB president Dr. Warren Smith (left) addréssing the

Bank’s annual media conference. At left is Director of

Economics Dr. Justin Ram.

of the more lucrative stay-
over visitors. Along with
these positive trends, there
was an uptick in tourism-
related construction. As a
result, Grenada, St. Kitts
and Nevis, and the Turks
and Caicos Islands (TCI)
each experienced growth
of more than four per cent.
For some of the larger
countries, such as The Ba-
hamas and Barbados, the
positive tourism impact on
growth was more modest.

At the same time, the re-
gion’s five major commod-
ity exporters — Belize, Guy-
ana, Haiti, Suriname, and
Trinidad and Tobago — had
lower growth than in 2014
as commodity prices fell.
Significantly, Trinidad and
Tobago grew by just 0.2 per
cent. The main reason was
a decline in petroleum out-
put, as falling oil prices led
to a cut back in some ex-
ploratory activities; some
oil and gas fields matured;
and there were prolonged
periods of maintenance
activity. LNG output also
fell.

The CDB noted that job-
lessness within the region
remained high.

“Many BMCs for which
2015 labour force data
were available continued
to experience double-digit
rates of unemployment.
On the other hand, unem-
ployment fell in Jamaica,
Belize and also in Barba-
dos, despite that country
experiencing public sector
layoffs and constrained
employment creation in
the private sector,” it said.

In the area of trade per-
formance, the region’s big-
gest oil and gas exporter,
Trinidad and Tobago saw
its surplus in 2014 become
a deficit in 2015. Surina-
me’s deficit deteriorated
on the back of weaker oil
and gold prices. These
movements also lowered
the value of Guyana’s ex-
ports, but the trade deficit

narrowed due to a reduced
import bill.

The non-oil producing
BMCs saw reductions in
their import bills.

The CDB said that with
high debt servicing remain-
ing a big challenge for a
number of countries, some
continued to see improved
performances.

In its overall assessment,
CDB said that a number
of global uncertainties will
continue to impact the Re-
gion. It is projecting the
region will grow by just
0.3 per cent in 2016, but
noted that this growth rate
was insufficient to address
employment, equality and
poverty reduction issues.
The Bank said higher rates
of economic growth are
needed, as well as other
measures.

CDB suggested that its
BMCs need to be Dynamic,
Export-oriented, Competi-
tive, Inclusive, Diverse and
Environmentally-resilient
economies (DECIDE), in
order to achieve rates of
growth on a par with other
fast-growing  developing
countries.

“This will require that
BMC:s focus on private sec-
tor led growth; developing
educated and flexible work-
forces, regional integration
to maximise gains; Govern-
ments becoming business
facilitators and efficient
regulators; and the region
achieving a high level of en-
ergy security,” it said.

“CDB’s 2015/2016 re-
search programme — look-
ing at poverty; helping
MSMESs; and improving
port operations — will iden-
tify a number of policy ac-
tions that could advance the
region’s sustainable growth
agenda. In addition, CDB
will continue to work with
its BMCs to address the
other measures identified,
helping them towards DE-
CIDE.” ~ Caribbean360 ~
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Wreckage lays on the ground as utility workers clean up a day after it was hit by a tornado
in Waverly Virginia on Thursday.

Rescue crews, residents
comb storm wreckage

WAVERLY, Virginia-
-Residents and rescue
crews on Thursday

combed through wreck-
age left by storms that
lashed the eastern Unit-
ed States, killing at least
eight people and injur-
ing scores across a num-
ber of states, officials
said.

The storm system on
Wednesday pounded the
Carolinas and Virginia
with high winds, hail and
heavy rain. Flood warn-
ings were in place from
Maryland to Maine.

The worst-hit area of
Virginia was Waverly,
a town about 130 miles
(210 km) south of Wash-
ington, where a tornado
packing winds of up to
110 miles (176 km) per
hour carved a path 300
yards (274 meters) wide
and nine miles (14.5 km)
long.

Two Waverly men and
a 2-year-old boy were
killed when the twister
demolished their mobile
home. Their bodies were
found about 300 yards
(meters) away.

“It’s hard to imag-
ine what people went
through when the storm
was going on last night,”
Virginia Governor Terry
McAuliffe told report-
ers in the town, where
streets and yards were
filled with debris and
downed trees.

Another man was killed
near Appomattox. A
State Police spokeswom-
an said that a fifth death
was still unconfirmed.

William Brown, 71, of
Petersburg, Virginia,
said he was knocked un-

conscious when a tree
fell on his truck as he
tried to escape the storm
in Waverly. When he
came to, he found that
the mobile home he had
been next to - and where
the victims had been -
was flattened.

“Every once in a while
God lets us know who is
in charge of things,” said
Brown as he watched a
crane try to lift the tree
off his vehicle.

National Guard troops
were expected to be de-
ployed across the state
to clear downed trees
and to open roads, of-
ficials said. A Virginia
emergency management
spokesman said at least
40 people had been in-
jured and almost 160
homes or businesses had
been destroyed or dam-

aged.

In South Carolina, a
man died on Wednesday
when he was struck by a
falling tree. Tornadoes
pummeled  Louisiana
and Mississippi on Tues-
day, killing at least three
people.

In North Carolina, Gov-
ernor Pat McCrory said
about 21,000 homes and
businesses were without
power, but there had
been no reports of seri-
ous injuries or deaths.

The National Weather

Service said the storm
system would continue
to push northward into
Canada on Thursday.
Snow and gusty winds
were forecast across
part of the Appalachian
Mountains, the Great
Lakes and New England.

Republican Sandoval withdraws
as possible Supreme Court pick

WASHINGTON--Ne-
vada Governor Brian
Sandoval, a moderate
Republican, took him-
self out of consideration
for appointment to the
U.S. Supreme Court on
Thursday as Senate Re-
publicans dug in on their
vow not to act on any
nominee by President
Barack Obama.

Asked if the White
House was disappointed
by Sandoval’s decision,
Obama spokesman Josh
Earnest told reporters,
“He’s obviously entitled
to make decisions about
his own career.”

Sandoval’s name sur-
faced as a possible nomi-
nee on Wednesday, but
Senate Republicans
quickly said they still
would not hold hearings
or vote on any Obama
nominee to fill the Su-
preme Court vacancy
left by the Feb. 13 death
of conservative Justice
Antonin Scalia. Obama’s
appointee could pivot the
court to the left for the
first time in decades.

Sandoval, a Mexican-
American who was Ne-
vada’s first Hispanic gov-
ernor, did not offer a rea-
son for his withdrawal.

“Earlier today, I noti-
fied the White House
that I do not wish to be
considered at this time
for possible nomination
to the Supreme Court of
the United States,” he
said in a statement. “The
notion of being consid-
ered for a seat on the
highest court in the land
is beyond humbling and I

Gunman kills up to four
in Kansas shooting spree

KANSAS--An  employee
killed up to four people and
wounded as many as 20 oth-
ers in a shooting spree that
ended at his work site in
Hesston, Kansas on Thurs-
day where he was shot and
killed by authorities, the lo-
cal sheriff told reporters.

The gunman opened fire
at Excel Industries, after
police had earlier received
reports around 5 p.m. local
time of gunshots on nearby
streets which were connect-
ed to the workplace attack,
Harvey County Sheriff T.
Walton said at a news con-
ference.

“This is just a horrible

incident that’s happened
here,” Walton said. “There
are going to be a lot of sad
people before this is all
over.”

The shooter killed three or
four people, and wounded
as many as 20 others, the
sheriff said. He said the sus-
pect was driving and shoot-
ing from his car before he
was killed by authorities in-
side the Excel building.

A spokesman for the lo-
cal Via Christi Hospital
St. Francis said they have
taken in six patients from
the shooting, with five in
serious condition and one
in fair condition. Wesley

Medical Center is treating
three patients, said the fa-
cility’s spokeswoman Susan
Burchill. She had no fur-
ther details.

Excel Industries manufac-
tures products for turf care,
according to local media.
An employee at the busi-
ness told local television
station KSN that she was
just steps away from the
shooter before she made
her escape.

“I've been through quite
a bit but nothing like that;
that’s terrifying,” the wom-
an, who did not give her full
name, told the station.

am incredibly grateful to
have been mentioned.”

Earlier on Thursday,
Democratic presidential
candidate Hillary Clinton
expressed concern about
Sandoval, urging Obama
to pick a “true progres-
sive.” But Nancy Pelosi,
the top House of Rep-
resentatives Democrat,
called it a “good idea”
for Obama to consider
Republicans as well as
Democrats. The Repub-
lican-led Senate must
confirm any nominee.

Sandoval, 52, was ap-
pointed a judge by
Republican  President
George W. Bush before
becoming governor. He
took a traditional Re-
publican stance backing
gun rights but held more
moderate views on social
issues, supporting abor-
tion rights.

Obama will meet next
Tuesday with Senate Re-
publican and Democratic

leaders regarding a court
nominee, officials said.
Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell and Judici-
ary Committee Chair-
man Chuck Grassley said
they will use the meeting
to reiterate the Republi-
can stance that the Sen-
ate will not act on any
Supreme Court nominee
until the next president
takes office in January
2017, following the Nov.
8 presidential election.
Republicans hope to win
back the White House
then.

The fight over the nomi-
nation got nastier as
Grassley accused Sen-
ate Democratic Leader
Harry Reid of “childish
tantrums” after Reid
called Grassley the most
obstructionist Judiciary
Committee chairman
ever. Reid responded: “A
childish tantrum, when
we’re asking him to do
his job?”

Latino coalition releases
policy agenda for election

WASHINGTON--A  coali-
tion of some of the largest
U.S. Latino organizations
on Thursday laid out a raft
of policies that, they say,
presidential candidates and
other politicians must heed
to earn the votes of the
growing group of voters.
The National Hispan-
ic Leadership Agenda
(NHLA), which includes
40 national and regional
groups, recommended
policies on everything from
economic security, educa-
tion and comprehensive
immigration reform to the
environment and health.
For Latino communities
and the politicians seek-
ing their votes - including
candidates in the Novem-
ber 2016 presidential elec-
tion - the agenda is a “road
map,” said Hector Sanchez,
the chairman of the NHLA.
“For the next four years,
this is our guide for col-
laborating with Congress
and collaborating with the
White House,” he added.
The agenda underscores
the growing power of La-
tinos as a part of the elec-
torate, as presidential can-
didates have sought to win
over those voters on the
way to the White House.
Latinos are among the na-
tion’s fastest growing eth-
nic groups, and, because of
lower voter turnout levels

in the past, represent a po-
tential pool of previously
untapped voters.

The campaigns of both
Democratic contenders for
the presidency, for exam-
ple, have recently argued
over who actually won the
Hispanic vote at last week’s
Nevada caucus. While
former Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton won the
state overall, Vermont Sen-
ator Bernie Sanders said
that entrance polls show
he won Hispanics. The
Clinton campaign disputes
those numbers.

The NHLA's agenda rec-
ommends expanding job
opportunities, improving
retirement security and in-
creasing support for home-
ownership.

Under immigration, the
group wants to see com-
prehensive  immigration
reform - a hot button issue
in this year’s election. The
group wants a path to citi-
zenship, protections for im-
migrant workers and fam-
ily reunification provisions,
among other items.

“The NHLA also supports
addressing the root causes
of forced migration and op-
poses efforts that call into
question the citizenship of
persons born in the United
States,” the group wrote in
the 2016 Hispanic Public
Policy Agenda.



International

THE DAILY HERALD, Friday, February 26, 2016

ltaly’s 5-Star bids for

ROME--Italy’s anti-estab-
lishment 5-Star Movement
(MS5S) candidate for mayor
of Rome made her debut
speech on Thursday, prom-
ising a break with corrup-
tion and mismanagement
as the party makes its bid
to prove it is ready for na-
tional government.

The 37-year-old lawyer
and city councillor is run-
ning to replace a team of
unelected bureaucrats who
stepped in after former
Mayor Ignazio Marino,
from Prime Minister Mat-
teo Renzi’s Democratic
Party (PD), resigned in an
expenses scandal.

“This will not be easy, let’s
be clear about that,” Vir-
ginia Raggi, who surveys
show has a strong chance
of winning, told journalists
at the foreign press club in
Rome. “We have to govern
a city that has been raped
for years by bad politics and
a terrible administration.”

Running the capital would
be the biggest test yet for
MSS, among the most suc-
cessful anti-establishment
parties that sprung up in
Europe during the financial
crisis. It is now Italy’s sec-
ond-largest after the PD.

Rome’s last two mayors,
from the center-left and
center-right, both left office
mired in scandal. But M5s’s
record running 16 small
local administrations has
been blotted by a rubbish
crisis in the Tuscan city of
Livorno and mafia allega-
tions in a district of Naples,
which were seized upon by

Check this Saturday's
The Daily Herald Weekender for:

* AUC Community Action Day

e The return of Jesus Christ Superstar!
* Under the Sea Grape Tree: Neighbors
* Passionate Foodie: La Dolce Vita

* Night Sky: Staying in Synch

e Classic Cars: the Healeys

* Do-it-yourself with Eve!

 Digital Buzz: What’s next?

Also take time to solve a puzzle, try a recipe
and read columns by Gerard van Veen, Kenneth Cook,
Brenda Carty, DIY with Eve and much more...

opponents as a sign it is not
fit to govern.

Rome, where a major ma-
fia trial is raking over years
of alleged systemic corrup-
tion that reached right up
into city hall, would hold
far bigger challenges as
well as the opportunity of
a high-profile springboard
to challenge Renzi. Raggi
insisted MS5S was “more
than ready, more than ma-
ture,” to take on services
such as transport and waste
collection which are widely
deemed inadequate for a
major European capital.

Anger at a corrupt and
inefficient political class
fueled M5S’s ascent from
its founding by comedian
Beppe Grillo in 2009 to
reaching 25 percent of
votes at national elections
in 2013. Tempers have al-
ready flared over the may-
oral campaign, in which
Raggi’s most likely oppo-
nents are Guido Bertolaso,
an ex-civil protection chief
who is expected to run for
the center-right, and Renzi
ally Roberto Giacchetti of
the PD.

Bertolaso faces trial in
two cases related to his for-
mer role as civil protection
chief, one of which con-
cerned his handling of the
2009 earthquake that killed
300 people in the central
city of CAquila. He denies
wrongdoing.

The traditional parties are
due to hold primary elec-
tions for their candidates in
early March.

A member from the French prefeclure (L) assms

migrants who queue to embark on a bus

that will take them to Strashourg after they decided to leave a camp for migrants called the

“jungle”,

in Calais, northern France, on Thursday.

French judge allows partial
demolition of Calais “jungle”

CALAIS, France--A French
judge on Thursday upheld
a government plan to par-
tially demolish a shanty
town near the port of Calais
for migrants trying to reach
Britain, an official spokes-
man said.

“The order is applicable,
except for common social
areas,” the spokesman for
the Pas-de-Calais prefect’s
office said. “So it won’t be
applicable to places such as
schools, a theatre and a le-
gal office.”

An official deadline ex-
pired on Tuesday for at least
1,000 migrants to leave the
southern part of the so-
called “jungle” camp, on

the outskirts of the northern
French port town. Authori-
ties have said they will use
force if necessary to move
them to alternative accom-

modation in a nearby con-
tainer park and other recep-
tion centres.

Their repeated efforts to
force their way through the
Channel Tunnel or to stow
away aboard trucks have
disrupted traffic across the
vital link between France
and Britain, caused tension
with the local population
and forced French police
to maintain a large deploy-
ment in the area.

Interior Minister Bernard
Cazeneuve said the evacu-
ation would be gradual
and that there were suffi-
cient places for all either
in the region or elsewhere
in France. “Carrying out a
brutal eviction in the south
part of Calais with bulldoz-
ers was never envisaged,” he
said on Thursday.

Calais mayor Natacha

26 Waterfront Road
Jobco Plaza » Cole Bay

Bouchart said on BFM TV
she was relieved by the de-
cision by the administrative
court in the regional capital,
Lille. “We will be vigilant
about what is going to hap-
pen in the coming hours,
and extremely vigilant about
what happens in the coming
days,” Bouchart said.

The court did not immedi-
ately publish details of the
decision by Judge Valerie
Quemener, who was re-
sponding to an appeal by
some 250 residents and nine
charity groups for an injunc-
tion suspending the evacu-
ation. Maya Konforti, who
works with local association
Auberge des Migrants, told
Reuters the charities would
file an appeal with France’s
top administrative court.

Altogether some 4,000
people are believed to live
in the “jungle”, down from
about 6,000 in September.
The authorities would like
to see this number fall to
around 2,000.

French feacher

fo stand trial over
charges of making
up Islamic atfack

MARSEILLE, France--A
teacher at a Jewish school
in the southern French city
of Marseille will stand trial
in April after investigators
concluded that he falsely
reported being stabbed by
Islamic State supporters,
the prosecutors said on
Thursday.

Five days after the Nov.
13 attacks in which Islamic
State militants killed 130
people in Paris, Marseille
teacher Sylvain Saadoun
had said he had been
stabbed by three people,
one of them wearing an
Islamic State T-shirt. “The
latest forensics expertise
leads us to conclude ... that
the most likely hypoth-
esis is self-mutilation,” the
prosecutor’s office said in a
statement.

The teacher’s account of
the events “was not corrob-
orated by the first checks
carried out by the rescue
workers, nor by the foren-
sic experts,” the statement
said.

In December, another
teacher in a district near
Paris said he had been as-
saulted by an Islamic State
supporter, causing classes
to be cancelled and an an-
ti-terrorism  investigation.
Hours later, authorities
said the teacher had “to-
tally invented” the attack.

Charges filed against the
teacher were dropped
due to procedural errors.
Both cases caused a stir in
France as they occurred at
a time of high tension after
a declaration of a state of
emergency in the wake of
the Paris carnage.
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A well-established wholesale distribution company
has a position available for:

TECHNICIAN

Position overview:

- Electrotechnic skills

- Can read and analyze electric and technical
diagrams

- Must have valid permanent papers to work on
Dutch St. Maarten

- Must speak, read and write English fluently
or French

- Must have a valid driver’s license

Please send your resume with a motivation letter+

ID to vacancyabs@outlook.com.
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Europe’s free travel will end
unless Turkey halts migrants

BRUSSELS--Europe’s
cherished free-travel zone
will shut down unless Tur-
key acts to cut the number
of migrants heading north
through Greece by March
7, European Union officials
said on Thursday.

Their declaration came
as confrontations  grow
increasingly rancorous
among European countries
trying to cope with the in-
flux of refugees. Those re-
criminations  culminated
in Greece’s recalling its
ambassador to Austria on
Thursday.

“In the next ten days, we
need tangible and clear re-
sults on the ground,” the
top EU migration official,
Dimitris  Avramopoulos,
said after EU justice and
home affairs ministers met
in Brussels on Thursday.
“Otherwise there is a dan-
ger, there is a risk that the
whole system will com-
pletely break down.”

EU leaders are now pin-
ning their hopes on talks
with Turkey on March 7
and their own migration
summit on March 18-19.
The two meetings look like

their final chance to revive
a flailing joint response to
the crisis before warmer
weather encourages more
arrivals across the Mediter-
ranean.

Seven European states
have already restored
border controls  within
the creaking Schengen
passport-free zone. More
said they would unilater-
ally tighten border controls
unless a deal with Turkey
shows results before the
two March summits. That
deal promises Turkey 3 bil-
lion euros ($3.3 billion) in
aid to help it shelter refu-
gees from the Syrian war, in
return for preventing their
travelling on to Europe.

“By March 7, we want a
significant reduction in the
number of refugees at the
border between Turkey
and Greece,” German In-
terior Minister Thomas de
Maiziere said. “Otherwise
,there will have to be other
joint, coordinated Europe-
an measures.”

Germany has been push-
ing the Turkey plan hard.
Many other EU states are
increasingly frustrated and
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Refugees carry their children through a national motorway towards the Greek-Macedonian
border near the Greek town of Polykastro after ignoring warnings from Greek authorities that
the border is shut, as hundreds of migrants set off on the country’s main north-south motor-
way to Idomeni border crossing on Thursday.

sceptical, though. Another
110,000 people have ar-
rived on the continent so
far this year, mostly from
Turkey via Greece, after
more than a million arrived
last year.

“The 6th of March, the
7th of March is when you
can expect the spring influx
to rise. We have until that
time to find solutions ... “
said Klaas Dijkhoff, migra-
tion minister for the Neth-
erlands, which now holds

the EU’s rotating presi-
dency.

“If that doesn’t lead to
lower numbers, we’ll have
to find other measures and
we’ll have to do more con-
tingency planning,” he said.

NATO has agreed to send
ships to the Aegean to help
fight  people-trafficking,
and one military official
said the aim was to have
the mission running before
March 7.

The crisis was exacerbated

when German Chancellor
Angela Merkel last year
waived EU procedures to
take in hundreds of thou-
sands of Syrians. Mutual
recriminations have sabo-
taged efforts to share the
burden systematically ever
since.

“We have no policy any
more. We are heading into
anarchy,” said Jean As-
selborn, Luxembourg’s for-
eign minister.

'You saved my life”: Attack survivors
seek solace with Bataclan security man

PARIS--Thirty-five-year-
old Didi saved scores of
lives on Nov. 13 when Is-
lamic State militants at-
tacked the Bataclan con-
cert hall where he was in
charge of security. Now
those he saved say they
turn to him for solace. They
meet, mostly in cafes, just
to be together, to chat and
support each other.

“It was just surreal to see
him show such composure,
and be methodical and ef-
ficient, and also so human
... we lapped up everything
he said, he was our point of
reference,” says Myriam,
a survivor who regularly
meets up with him.

And while Didi, an Alge-
rian who asked not to give
his full name, says he is no
hero, Myriam said meeting
him is helping her move on.
Like other survivors of the
attacks, in which 90 were
killed, she sought him out
for weeks to say “Thank
you.”

“It was very important, it
was key for me to feel bet-
ter and move on with life.
Being able to say thank

LB

Didi (C), a security guard at the Bataclan concert hall, speaks with Emmanuel Domenach (L)
and Frank Auffret, survivors of the Bataclan attack, in a cafe in Paris, France, on Thursday.

you to someone about that
night was something really
good. To be able to hold
someone in my arms and
just tell him ‘you saved my
life’,” said the single moth-
er of a 10-month-old baby.

Didi, who has not been
back to work since the at-

tacks, is constantly on the
phone with survivors.

“Without him, I would not
be here. He was the one
who told me ‘go there, get
out this way, be careful’,”
said Franck Auffret, who
along with other survivors
created the victims’ asso-

ciation “Life for Paris”.
“Someone tried to shoot
me when [ was in the street,
and Didi told me to take
shelter. Otherwise I would
have stayed in the middle
of the street and I would
have been shot,” he said
as he met with Didi and

another survivor in a Paris
cafe this week.

Survivors have launched
petitions asking the gov-
ernment to reward the se-
curity manager for his acts,
and sources at the foreign
affairs ministry said they
were discussing awarding
Didi the Legion of Honour
award.

Didi explained that like
everyone else, he laid down
on the floor, turned off his
walkie-talkie and then took
advantage of a moment
when the attackers were
reloading their weapons
to tell people to head for
the emergency exits. While
shots rang out, dozens of
people packed into the
emergency exit, which led
to a small alleyway behind
the venue. Didi opened the
doors and guided concert-
goers to a student residence
down the street.

“Helping others and see-
ing them make progress in
their healing process is the
thing that’s going to help
me get better and heal,” he
told Reuters.

One million
West Africans
shill shateless

DAKAR--More than 20,000
people in West Africa have
gained identity documents
in the past year as part of a
drive to eradicate stateless-
ness, yet around one million
in the region still have no na-
tionality, the United Nations
said on Thursday.

Stateless people, sometimes
referred to as legal ghosts,
are not accepted as citizens
by any country, which means
they are denied basic rights -
leaving many unable to work
or access healthcare - and
are vulnerable to exploita-
tion and traffickers. Many
West Africans are left state-
less by laws which prevent
women passing their nation-
ality to their children and a
lack of birth registrations,
the U.N. refugee agency
(UNHCR) said.

Around 22,000 people in
Ivory Coast, Benin and Mali
have received identity docu-
ments or birth certificates
since the 15-member Eco-
nomic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS)
signed a declaration in Janu-
ary last year that it would end
statelessness. “Thousands of
people who, until now, did
not have a determined na-
tionality, will come out of
the shadows,” said UNHCR
regional representative for
West Africa Liz Ahua.

“Thanks to the reforms cur-
rently being implemented in
several states in West Africa,
these men, women and chil-
dren will finally be able to
obtain a legal identity,” she
added.

Around one million people
are thought to be stateless
or at risk of statelessness
in West Africa, according
to the UNHCR. Yet Ivory
Coast, where statelessness
helped fuel a decade of civil
wars, is the only nation in the
region to give an estimate -
some 700,000 people - of the
number of individuals living
in limbo, so the figure could
be far higher, experts say.

Several West African coun-
tries have adopted action
plans to tackle the issue,
the UNHCR said. Guinea,
Burkina Faso, Liberia and
Togo are reviewing their
nationality laws, while Sen-
egal is working on a law to
protect children from being
born stateless. “Thousands
of children in West Africa,
such as street children, are
not declared at birth... they
can be easily exploited by
human traffickers or forced
to work,” said UNHCR sen-
ior regional protection of-
ficer Emmanuelle Mitte.
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American University of the Caribbean
School of Mediclne

American University of the Caribbean
DeVry Medical International
St. Maarten, Dutch Caribbean

AUC is Recruiting for the following
On Call positions:
1. Standardized/Simulated Patients

2. Physical Exam Patients

The American University of the Caribbean, School of Medicine,

is looking for part-time Standardized Patients (= patient actors) and
Physical Exam Patients.

These are men/women that act as patients for medical students who
are learning to conduct doctor-patient interviews or how to perform
a Physical Exam. A standardized patient is an actor who portrays a
patient with a specific kind of problem according to a ‘standardized’
case and will be interviewed by a medical student in order to practice
his/her interviewing skills. A Physical Exam Patient is an actor who
will be physically examined by the student to practice the PE skills.
You will be paid for the interview sessions or PE sessions and
training that is involved.

A few of the requirements are:

-having transportation to Cupe Coy, where the AUC Medical School
is located.

-you’re available at least once/twice a week

-you have an email address that you regularly check.

-must have valid working permit or be a Dutch resident

-Must be fluent in English

-Must be punctual

-must be 18 years or older (till 99 years old)

If you are interested...

Send your resume to Loes Nauta a Inauta@aucmed.edu

There will be an information meeting begin March where you can
learn more about our program and the selection process.

Location:
American University of the Caribbean, school of medicine
#1 University Drive at Jordan Road
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HR CONSULTANT

« Employment and placement; receiving visitors at the front desk! reception, answering
phone calls, handing out forms, brochures and general information etc., employee
registration/intake, interviews, screening, background check and reference checks;
staffing, selection and recruitment;

« Employment relations representative; management of employee database; making of
labour agreements, job vacancies, temp profiles etc.; employee work permit processing;
employee SZV registration, mutation etc.; employee evaluations, performance
management and reporting to management; conflict management and negotiation;
training and staff development;

« Work force planning and development; recruitment of new clients; making of
client service agreements; client satisfactory evaluations and relations
management; management of client database; keeping track of temp and
client statistics and reporting to management.

REQUIREMENTS:

« Minimum of Bachelor degree! HBO level, preferably in human resources management

« Preferably working experience in human resources management, staffing and
recruitment agency and International labour law, employment law and intercultural
management;

« Knowledge of workforce planning and development, conflict management and
negotiations, leadership in organizations;

» Must have strong organizational skills, able to be a team player and when needed to
work independently.

If you need more information or If you are a suitable candidate for this position,

please emoil your resume, diplomas, certificates etc. to Ms. Marjorie Calmero, at
marjorie@labourxperts.com.

Only Dutch passport holders, EU passport holders, USA passport holders or people with
valid work permits for St. Maarten need to apply!!!

THE DAILY HERALD, Friday, February 26, 2016 ‘

French advisers helping
Libyan forces in Benghazi

BENGHAZI, Libya-
-French military advisers
have been helping coordi-
nate Libyan forces fighting
Islamic State insurgents in
the eastern city of Beng-
hazi, a senior Libyan mili-
tary commander said on
Thursday.

“The French military
group in Benghazi are just
military advisers who pro-
vide consultations to the
Libyan National Army in
its battle against terrorism,
but they are not fighting
with our Libyan forces,”
special forces commander
Wanis Bukhamada told
Reuters. There was no im-
mediate French comment.

The French newspaper

Le Monde reported on
Wednesday that French
special forces and intel-
ligence commandos were
engaged in “a secret war”
against Islamic State in an-
archy-ridden Libya in con-
junction with the United
States and Britain. France’s
Defence Ministry declined
comment on the report.
Libyan military forces in
Benghazi are under the
command of General Khal-
ifa Haftar and loyal to the
North African country’s
government based in the
eastern city of al-Bayda.
A rival armed faction took
over the capital Tripoli in
the far west in 2014 and
set up its own self-declared

government.

Haftar’s forces have been
advancing against Islamic
State in Benghazi, tak-
ing back neighbourhoods
that had been under mili-
tant control for months.
Western leaders have been
looking at ways to stop the
spread of Islamic State in
Libya, where militants have
exploited a breakdown of
state order since the 2011
uprising that toppled Mua-
mmar Gaddafi to seize con-
trol of some towns. Last
Friday a U.S. air strike tar-
geted Islamist militants in
the western Libyan city of
Sabratha, killing more than
40.
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Sitde~Switedland
Little Switzerland is a company with over 50 years of experience in
luxury retailing with stores in the Caribbean and Florida. If you want
a career with prospects and have what it takes to sell fine jewelry,

watches and gifts from a prestigious retailer we have an immediate
opening for the following position:

Watch Sales Representative

MAJOR RESPONSIBILITIES

e Sales closer and exceeds all assigned sales goals

e Completes daily operational duties

e Assists manager and organizes daily and monthly staff meetings to
review activities, take input from and give feedback to the team

e Assists Manager and motivates the team to increase sale and ensure

e Achieves financial objectives by preparing an annual budget
(together with Manager); scheduling expenditures; analysing
variances; initiating corrective actions

e Uses information technology to record sales figures, for data analysis
and forward planning;

e Ensures merchandise display is managed according to specifications

e Secures merchandise by implementing security systems and

e Maintains professional and technical knowledge by attending
workshops; reviewing professional publications; establishing
personal networks; participating in professional societies

e Responding to customer complaints and comments

POSITION AND EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS
e 5-7 years of high-end, luxury branded watch sales experience,
knowledge of luxury jewelry brands, and the proven ability to
increase sales in a retail store environment.
e We are searching for candidates that have College Associate degree

e Able to speak and write in multiple languages including English
e Strong communication and people skills are necessary.
e Basic knowledge of computers in Excel/Word (Outlook).

¢ Knowledge of watch, jewelry and gifts lines currently carried
¢ GIA certification or equivalent preferred but not essential

Apply in person: Little Switzerland, #52 Front Street, Philipsburg,
St. Maarten e (FAX) 888-661-7857 or send resume to Jeanette
Keith at :jkeith@nxpco.com

Please send resume’ to St Maarten Labor Department
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Man behind Iran’s mass barring of
candidates contests assembly vote

TEHRAN--Powerful
anti-Western cleric Ah-
mad Jannati will almost
certainly be re-elected to
Iran’s Assembly of Ex-
perts on Friday, putting
him in position to play a
key role in its selection of
the next supreme leader
if and when Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei dies.

Elections for parliament
are also scheduled for Fri-
day, but it is the outcome
of the assembly vote that
is likely to have a much
greater long-term impact,
given that it has exclusive
power to select, monitor
and dismiss Iran’s most
powerful authority.

Even by the standards of
Iran’s clerical establish-
ment, Jannati is known
for his virulently anti-
Western opinions, once
accusing the West of hav-
ing created al Qaeda and
describing U.S. forces
in Iraq as “bloodthirsty
wolves”. In remarks ech-
oed by Khamenei, Jan-
nati this week accused
the United States and
Britain of trying to influ-
ence Friday’s votes.

“The United States and
the United Kingdom
were trying to take ad-
vantage of the Iranian
elections and send their
agents and infiltrators
into the Assembly of Ex-
perts, but God helped us
and we managed to iden-
tify and block them all,”
he was quoted as saying
by the Fars news agency
on Wednesday.

Nearly eighty percent of
candidates for the assem-
bly were rejected by the
Guardian Council, which
has the power to vet laws
and candidates. Jannati
has chaired the 12-man
council since 1988, and
has played an active role
in disqualifying reformist

and liberal contenders in
the past. Among those
disqualified from running
for the assembly on Fri-
day was Hassan Khomei-
ni, an ally of pragmatist
President Hassan Rou-
hani and grandson of the
late founder of the 1979
Islamic Revolution, Aya-
tollah Ruhollah Khome-
nei. Rouhani and his ally,
former president Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani, are
both members of the as-
sembly and will run again
in Friday’s vote.

Made up of 88 Mujta-
hids or Islamic theologi-
ans, assembly members
are elected by popular
vote to eight-year terms.
It has never exercised its
right to dismiss a leader,
but it has turned into a
potential arena for com-
petition between rival
factions in Iran’s complex

power structure.

The next assembly is
expected to choose the
successor to Khamenei,
given his age -- he is 76 --
and rumoured ill health.
The supreme leader has
the last say on all state
matters, including for-
eign policy, with consti-
tutional authority over
the executive, legislative
and judicial branches of
government as well as the
military and media.

“The assembly vote is
very important,” said a
pro-reform former of-
ficial running for parlia-
ment. “If we want a more
moderate approach in-
ternationally and domes-
tically, then the country
needs a less hardline
leader.”

Jannati, 89, is a found-
ing member of a religious
school in Iran’s holy city

Ayatollah Ahmad Jannati (R), a can

of Qom that emphasizes
belief in Shi’ite Islam’s
12th Imam, of Hidden
Imam, who Shi’ites be-
lieve will reappear at a
time of tyranny and sin-
fulness to spread the faith
across the world. Besides

oL

didate for the upcoming vote on the Assembly of Experts,
and Iran’s former chief negotiator Saeed Jalili attend a conservatives election campaign
gathering in Tehran on Wednesday. The campaign gathering was titled “No to UK Meddling”.

chairing the Guardian
Council, he is a member
of the influential Expe-
diency Council, whose
members are selected by
the supreme leader and
which serves to resolve
disputes between the

Pakistan's Punjab must enforce
law on violence against women

NEW DELHI--Pakistan’s
Human Rights Commis-
sion (HRCP) on Thursday
welcomed a landmark law
passed by the country’s
most populous province,
Punjab, to stop violence
against women, but said it
would make a difference
only if there was “efficient
enforcement”.

The Protection of Wom-
en against Violence Bill
2015, passed in Punjab on
Wednesday, criminalises all
forms of violence against
women, including domes-
tic, sexual, psychological,
emotional, economic and
verbal. Under the new law,
the provincial government
will establish district pro-
tection centres, residen-

tial shelters and a toll-free
helpline for victims of vio-
lence.

The law also says family
courts must hold hearings
within seven days of a com-
plaint being made, and a
decision must be taken on
all complaints within 90
days. For serious offences,
courts can order defend-
ants to wear GPS-linked
bracelets to monitor their
movements.

“These are all much-need-
ed measures that deserve
praise, but it is important
to remember that cosmet-
ic and purely procedural
changes have not had an
impact in the past,” the
HRCP, a leading non-prof-
it organisation, said in a

statement.

“The change in law will
only make a difference if
there is effective enforce-
ment and the legislature
continues to engage with
the issue and ensures over-
sight,” it added.

Girls and women in Pa-
kistan face many threats,
from acid attacks and “hon-
our killings” to domestic
violence, rape and kidnap-
ping, activists say. A study
conducted by the Aurat
Foundation, a Pakistani
women’s rights group, in
2013 showed that Punjab
province alone accounted
for 5,800 crimes against
women - 74 percent of
crimes against women in
the whole of Pakistan.

A poll by the Thomson
Reuters  Foundation in
2011 ranked Pakistan the
third most dangerous coun-
try in the world for women,
after Afghanistan and the
Democratic Republic of
Congo. This was based on
cultural, tribal and religious
practices harmful to women
such as acid attacks, child
and forced marriage and
punishment or retribution
by stoning or other forms
of physical abuse.

Pakistan has no compre-
hensive federal law to tack-
le violence against women,
but the HRCP said it hoped
the action by Punjab’s par-
liament would encourage
Islamabad to follow suit.

Guardian Council and
the parliament.

As a leader of Friday
prayers in Tehran, Jan-
nati has criticised Rou-
hani’s attempts to end
Iran’s global isolation.
The cleric also backed
the disputed re-election
of hardline president
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
in 2009. Months of mass
protests were crushed by
the state security appara-
tus, headed by the Revo-
lutionary Guards Corps
(IRGC) and its affiliated
Basij militia volunteers.

He responded to the
uprising against alleged
ballot fraud by recom-
mending opposition lead-
ers Mehdi Karoubi and
Mirhossein Mousavi be
put under house arrest.
In a Friday prayer ser-
mon at the time he said:
“What I suggest to the ju-
diciary is to cut their com-
munications, shut their
house doors, restrict their
moves so they cannot
send or receive messages.
Their telephone and in-
ternet should be cut and
they should be impris-
oned in their house.”

Those measures were
put into effect.
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Receptionist (M/F)

Minimum Associates Degree/MBO, well spoken, customer friendly and strong social skills
At least 1 year experience in related field and must be able to multitask

Must have a strong character and have excellent knowledge of Microsoft Office

English is a must, Spanish and French are prefered
All interested persons can submit their application to Labour Xperts

All interested persons can submit their application to Labour Xperts
Yogesh Complex, Unit L2 | A.J.C Brouwers Rd#1 | 8:30am-12:00pm
info@labourxperts.com | phone 542-3178 / 542-3179 | www.labourxperts.com

CANCY

Labour Xperts.

A
xpe'

Sales Representatives (M/F)

Currently seeking Sales Reps to call targeted leads to sell
Candidate has to be highly motivated, energetic and have a GO-GET attitude

Must be proficient in English and must have a 2nd targeting language preferably European
French, Dutch, German, Italian, Russian or Turkish, Arabic (NO Spanish)

If you are interested in this vacancy and you meet with the requirements contact

Yogesh Complex, Unit L2 | A.J.C Brouwers Rd#1 | 8:30am-12:00pm
info@labourxperts.com | phone 542-3178 / 542-3179 | www.labourxperts.com
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Hamas not seeking a war with Israel, says top official

GAZA--A senior leader of
the Islamist group Hamas
said the Palestinian move-
ment was not seeking a new
war with Israel and insisted a
network of tunnels it is dig-
ging, some of which have
reached into Israel in the
past, was “defensive”.
Speaking to members of the
Foreign Press Association in
Gaza, Mahmoud al-Zahar, a

medical doctor seen by many
as a hardliner, suggested the
prospects of reconciliation
with the rival Fatah party of
President Mahmoud Abbas
were slim, despite years of
international efforts to forge
unity.

“I think nobody here in the
region is looking for a war,”
said Zahar, 71, who has sur-
vived two Israeli assassina-

tion attempts, one of which,
in 2003, killed his son.

“We are not looking for any
confrontation with Israel, but
if they are going to launch an
aggression we have to defend
ourselves,” he told reporters
late on Wednesday.

Hamas seized control of
Gaza in 2007 after a brief
civil war with Abbas’s forces.
It maintains strict security

over the coastal territory,
where more than 1.9 million
people live. Zahar is one of
Hamas’s founders and one
of its most senior figures in
Gaza, regarded as close to
the military wing.

The movement has, since its
founding in 1987, advocated
the destruction of Israel, see-
ing all of historic Palestine,
from the Jordan River to the

geheel.

Bent U de collega die mensen in hun kracht zet, die collega’s
laat bruisen en zorgt dat ze elke dag optimaal presteren?

Het Parket van de Procureur-Generaal van Curagao, van Sint Maarten, en van Bonaire, Sint
Eustatius en Saba (Parket van de PG) is een dynamische en gedreven organisatie die zich -
samen met de Openbaar Ministeries (OM) van de landen - inzet om de criminaliteit in al zijn
verschijningsvormen te bestrijden.

De Human Resource Manager van het Parket PG ondersteunt en adviseert bij de uitvoer-

ing van het HR beleid en de toepassing van HR instrumenten op de gebieden van instroom,
doorstroom en uitstroom voor alle medewerkers van het openbaar ministerie. Per 1 april 2016
ontstaat op het Parket PG de vacature van

Human Resource Manager

Als HR Manager zijn je primaire
verantwoordelijkheden:

o Hetleidinggeven aan de medewerkers HR;

o Opstellen en analyseren van HR -
managementinformatie:

o Beleidsvoorstellen doen en vertalen naar
uitvoeringsplannen en voortgangsbewaking;

o Realiseren, implementeren en evalueren van
de HR-kalender en de uitvoeringsplannen;

o Het zorgdragen en (laten) uitvoeren van
soepele, snelle en kwalitatief hoogwaardige
afhandeling van administratieve processen

De HR Manager heeft intensief contact met de directie en leidinggevenden en spart regelmatig
over de verdere professionalisering van de HR afdeling en de gehele organisatie en treedt
tevens op als coach en adviseur. Naast de HR taken levert u ook in een breder opzicht een
bijdrage op het gebied van organisatie-inrichting en —verandering. U ressorteert rechtstreeks
onder de directeur bedrijfsvoering.
Omdat het OM een periode van verdere ontwikkeling doormaakt, zoeken wij een vakvolwas-
sen Hoofd HR met ervaring van organisatieontwikkeling en ervaring met grote organisaties.
U bent authentiek assertief in uw optreden en heeft een evenwichtige persoonlijkheid. Voor
u is het een uitdaging om vanuit inhoud en verbinding mee te bouwen aan zowel de kwaliteit
als de resultaten op HR gebied en ook een bijdrage te leveren aan de ‘lerende’ organisatie als

Functie-eisen en competenties HR Manager:

o Heeft een HBO/WO- werk —en denkniveau
aangevuld met een vaktechnisch opleiding;

o Minimaal vijf jaar relevante werkervaring als
HRM-er en/of vergelijkbare functie binnen
een vergelijkbare organisatie;

 Uitstekend adviesvaardigheden,
overtuigingskracht en sensitiviteit;

« Klantgericht en een goed ontwikkeld gevoel
voor organisatorische en sociale processen;

o Zelfstandig, gestructureerd en systematisch
werkend, met een proactieve instelling;

o Snel kunnen schakelen, sturen op resultaat;

«  Goede communicatieve vaardigheden zowel
in woord als geschrift;

Arbeidsvoorwaarden: Het salaris is athankelijk van opleiding en ervaring en bedraagt maxi-
maal Nafl. 7596,- bruto per maand op basis van 39,5 uur per week (schaal 12, bezoldigingsre-
geling van het Land Curagao). De aanstelling indien niet reeds in dienst van het Land Cura-
¢ao, is voor de duur van één jaar met uitzicht op een vaste aanstelling.
Procedure: De werving en selectie wordt verricht door een selectiecommissie. Een medische
keuring, assessment- en referentieonderzoek maken onderdeel uit van deze procedure. Uw
sollicitatie voorzien van een motivatiebrief en CV ontvangen wij uiterlijk 10 maart 2016 via
e-mail: HRM@omcarib.org Voor inhoudelijke vragen kunt u contact opnemen met mevr. D.
Nocento, Management-assistent interne bedrijfsvoering, telefoonnummer: +5999 4342150.

Mediterranean, as its land.
However, some of its lead-
ers have indicated in recent
years that they would accept
a Palestinian state in Gaza,
the West Bank and East Je-
rusalem, captured by Israel
in a 1967 war, in return for
a long-term truce with their
neighbour. Israel regards the
truce idea as a ploy and will
not negotiate with Hamas,
which the EU and United
States list as a terrorist
group.

Asked why Hamas was
building tunnels, Zahar said
they were defensive and sug-

it difficult for goods and
people to move in and out
of the territory, Hamas and
Fatah have made efforts to
reconcile their differences
and form a functioning unity
government. Yet the latest
round of discussions in the
Qatar capital Doha has be-
come bogged down, despite
early signs of progress, and
Zahar gave the impression
that a deal was some way off.

He said Abbas and Fa-
tah were not sincere about
achieving reconciliation, a
charge Fatah threw back. He
also vowed that his group

Senior Hamas leader Mahmoud al-Zahar speaks during
a meeting with Foreign Press Association, in Gaza City on
Thursday.

gested they were nothing
against the might of the U.S.-
supplied Israeli military.
“You are speaking about tun-
nels? You are not speaking
about F-35 (fighter planes)?
You are not speaking about
the nuclear bomb in Israel...
The tunnels are a matter of
self-defence,” he said.

Hamas’s armed wing has
lost 10 fighters this year in
tunnel collapses. In strongly
worded speeches, the group’s
leaders have pledged to pur-
sue the tunnel building,
prompting alarm in Israel,
which has stepped up efforts
to find the tunnels and stop
them reaching its territory.

The heightened tension on
both sides has fuelled fears
of another war, which would
be the fifth since Hamas won
Palestinian elections in 2006.
The last war, in July-August
2014, left more than 2,100
Palestinians dead, most of
them civilians, while 73 Is-
raelis, nearly all soldiers,
were killed.

With an Israeli-Egyptian
blockade on Gaza making

would never recognise the
state of Israel, which Abbas
and Fatah have done and
want Hamas to do.

“They (Fatah) have no will
to achieve an agreement.
There is no intention,” he
said.

The blockade on Gaza and
the breakdown of relations
with Fatah have created huge
strains on the economy in
Gaza. Since Fatah controls
the budget from the West
Bank, it has so far resisted
making payments to security
forces and other state em-
ployees in Gaza who were
hired by Hamas since 2007.
As a result, Hamas is heav-
ily dependent on support
from abroad, including Qa-
tar, Saudi Arabia and Iran.
While Saudi and Iran are at
odds, Zahar said Hamas was
not taking sides.

“We are looking to have
good relations with every-
body,” he said. “We will not
play any factor or element
in the internal or external
confrontation between these
countries.”
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Russia, Syrian army pound
rebels ahead of fighting halt

BEIRUT--Russian war-
planes bombed Syrian rebel-
held areas in northwestern
Syria and government forces
pounded a suburb of the
capital on Thursday, ahead
of a planned halt to fighting
which rebels predicted Da-
mascus and Moscow would
ignore.

The “cessation of hostili-
ties” agreed by the United
States and Russia is due to
take hold on Saturday morn-
ing from midnight. But op-
ponents of President Bashar
al-Assad say they expect the
government to press on with
its advance, by branding op-
position fighters al Qaeda
militants unprotected by the
truce.

Damascus has agreed to
the deal, as has the main op-
position alliance, though it is
only ready to commit for two
weeks given its deep reserva-
tions. But the government
and its allies will be permit-
ted to forge on with strikes
against jihadist militants of
Islamic State and an al Qae-
da-linked group, the Nusra
Front.

The government also says
the agreement could fail if
foreign states supply rebels
with weapons or insurgents
use the truce to rearm.

Fighting in the final days
before the truce has focussed
on Daraya, a besieged suburb
of the capital held by fighters
the government describes as
Nusra militants but rebels
say are from other groups,
and on the northwest near
the Turkish frontier. Four
months of Russian air strikes
turned momentum Assad’s
way in a 5-year-old war that
has killed more than 250,000
people, created the world’s
worst refugee crisis and seen
Islamic State fighters declare
a “caliphate” in Syria and
Iraq.

The multi-sided civil war has
drawn in most regional and
global powers, with Western
countries, Arab states and
Turkey forming a coalition
against Islamic State while
also backing rebels fighting
to overthrow Assad. Russia
and Iran support him.

The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, a British-
based group that monitors
the conflict, said army heli-
copters dropped at least 30
“barrel bombs” on Daraya
on Thursday. Assad’s oppo-
nents say the army drops oil
drums filled with explosives
and shrapnel to cause indis-
criminate harm in rebel are-
as. The government blamed
groups linked to Nusra for
firing mortars into residen-
tial areas of Damascus, kill-
ing at least one person.

A spokesman for rebels
in southern Syria predicted

Daraya would be the first
place where the truce would
collapse. “They want to ex-
ploit the ceasefire and fo-
cus their fire on Daraya to
take it. This will be the first
breach. We won’t accept it,”
said Abu Ghiath al-Shami,
spokesman for the Alwiyat
Seif al-Sham group, part of
a rebel alliance in the south.

A Syrian military source
also signalled that Damas-
cus would not cease fight-
ing in Daraya. “There is
evidence that the ones there
are Nusra Front. They found
documents, books, flags that
point to the Nusra Front be-
ing in Daraya,” the military
source said. “In any place
where there is Nusra Front,
we will continue operations.”

Fighting has also escalated
in the last two days in the
northwestern province of
Latakia, where Free Syrian
Army groups backed by As-
sad’s foreign enemies oper-
ate close to Nusra fighters
and other jihadists. “The
regime wants to try to re-
take all of northern Latakia
before Feb. 26,” said Fadi
Ahmad, spokesman for the
First Coastal Division rebel
group, speaking to Reuters
from the area.

“The battles are very fierce.
Yesterday, there were heavy
battles in the part of rural
Latakia that is still with us,”
he said, adding he did not
expect the government or its
Russian allies to abide by the
truce: “Three minutes ago I
saw a Russian plane in the
sky hitting us here in rural
Latakia.”
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Indien feen escapes debt bonduge, says employer burned his Iegs

CHENNAI, India--Ma-
rimuthu, a south Indian
teenager, had no idea
the debt bondage he was
pushed into last year
would lead to serious
burns on his legs, forcing
him to escape his abusive
employer and seek hospi-
tal treatment.

After working 15-hour
days in a sweet shop with
little time off, Marimuthu
had a bad headache one
day and asked for a break.
The shop owner refused,
shouted at him and threw
a pan of hot oil over his
legs, he said. Days later,
he ran away.

The 15-year-old is one
of nearly 16 million peo-
ple in India who have
been forced into manual
labour, trafficked into
brothels, stuck in debt
bondage or born into ser-
vitude, according to the
2014 Global Slavery In-

dex. Most of them are un-
paid or held in debt bond-
age, like Marimuthu, who
was sent to the western
Indian state of Maharash-
tra three months ago from
his home in Madurai,
in southern Tamil Nadu
state.

His mother needed to re-
pay a 20,000 rupee ($290)
debt and agreed to send
her son to work at a sweet
shop for one year. She
was promised a total of
40,000 rupees ($580), half
of which was given to her
as an advance to pay off
her debt. The rest was to
be paid in November this
year.

She was told the sweet
shop would be in a nearby
city, but her son was sent
halfway across the coun-
try from Madurai in the
south to Pundarpur in the
west. “I started at six in
the morning and worked

till nine at night. I worked
in a cramped space mak-
ing sweets through the
day and was allowed short
breaks for my meals,” Ma-
rimuthu said.

“I had a terrible head-
ache that day and needed
to sit down. The shop
owner would not allow
it. He verbally abused me
before picking up the hot
pan of oil and throwing it
onme,” he told the Thom-
son Reuters Foundation
in a telephone interview.
“After I was burned, I was
escorted by a co-worker to
my room and some of the
gram flour paste we use
for cooking was applied to
cool the wound. The pain
didn’t subside.”

After trying to go on
working, Marimuthu fi-
nally took the 200 rupees
($3) he had put aside and
ran away, travelling ticket-
less on trains for two days

to get home. He went to
a hospital in Madurai on
Feb. 22 for treatment of
severe burns on both legs.

“His case was brought to
our notice through social
workers at the hospital,”
said A. Kathir of the non-
governmental  organisa-
tion Evidence, who regis-
tered a formal complaint
with the Madurai police.
“We are not confident of
the boy getting justice be-
cause the crime happened
in another state and there
are jurisdiction issues.”

Marimuthu’s case fol-
lows a pattern of exploita-
tion in the region, activists
said.

“Many adolescent boys
from this region are taken
to various parts of India
to work in sweet shops be-
cause sweetmakers from
here are famous. The
units are all run by owners
from this region as well,”

said T. Kuralamuthan of
non-profit  organisation
International Justice Mis-
sion. “The first crackdown
happened when some
boys escaped from north-
ern Indian states in 2011
and came back. Since then
many boys have escaped
and 60 were also rescued
by the Tamil Nadu police
in subsequent years.”

Most boys, like Mari-
muthu, drop out of school
after grade six and start
work. Marimuthu said
he wanted to finish his
studies - but then said his
mother had died a month
earlier, his father was an
alcoholic and he had two
younger brothers going to
school.

“Maybe I will have to go
back to work,” after being
discharged from hospital,
he said.
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An armed policeman stands guard at the p
fifths of the water to Delhi, in Sonipat in the northern state of Haryana, India, on Thursday.
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tially damaged Munak canal, that supplies three-

With canal subotage, protesters
vent their fury on Indian capital

GARHI BINDHROLLI, In-
dia--Indian protesters vent-
ing their fury at economic
injustice in the country’s
rural areas were targeting
Delhi, a city of 20 million
people, when they wrecked
its main source of drinking
water last week.

As rioting and looting by
the Jat rural caste spread
across the neighbouring
state of Haryana last Sun-
day, unidentified protest-
ers took over a section of
the Munak Canal and tore
up its concrete bed with
digging equipment. “They
made a small hole, and the

ST. MAARTEN
LABORATORY
SERVICES

SIS

Systems and Application
Specialist

St. Maarten Laboratory Services N.V. (SLS) is a young and

water damaged it more,”
Dhruv Shashwat, an engi-
neer overseeing the repairs
near the village of Garhi
Bindhroli in Haryana, told
Reuters amid a haze of dust
and the din of jackham-
mers, generators and exca-
vators.

The fast-flowing water
“cut down” the canal’s
banks, added Shashwat,
who is supervising work by
three mechanical diggers, a
bulldozer and eight trucks,
guarded by three shifts of
50 paramilitary troops. It
will take around 15 days
to complete the task of re-
filling the canal bed with
earth and relining it with
concrete, as well as fixing
the damaged sluice gates
nearby, said Shashwat, a
state irrigation official.

Of the 19 people killed
during the agitation involv-
ing the Jats, who make up a
quarter of Haryana’s popu-
lation of 25 million, two
were shot dead when police
dispersed protesters near
the sluice gates on Feb. 19.

A local government officer
then issued an order to po-
lice not to shoot, Shashwat
said, and a group returned
two days later to sabotage
the canal unhindered.

The mob left untouched a
bigger, parallel watercourse
that irrigates farmers’ fields
as well as supplying the
capital, but whose contents
are only fit to drink after
being mixed with clear
Himalayan water from the
damaged channel.

A leader of the Jat com-
munity, which is demand-
ing more jobs and college
places, denied responsibil-
ity for the sabotage. “The
government is accusing our
boys of a crime we did not
commit. They should ar-
rest the perpetrators,” said
Ramesh Dalal, of the Jat
Reservation ~ Movement.
“We regret the sabotage.”

Delhi’s water minister,
Kapil Mishra, told Reuters
the repair work could be
completed within 15 to 20
days “if we work on a war
footing”.

rapidly growing organization within the health care sector in
St. Maarten. SLS provides services to in-patients, outpatients,
patients referred by General Practitioners and specialists, other
laboratories, government and the private sector. Our mission
is to provide quality and a reliable service to our clients.

The purpose of this position is to install, test, monitor and
maintain systems, networks, applications and to provide train-
ing and user support.

Slavery widespread among
East Asia migrant workers

LONDON--Forced labour among migrant domestic
workers is widespread, with many women exploited even
before they have left their home country and later abused
by their employers abroad, a survey of modern slavery in
the sector has found.

More than 70 percent of 4,100 women surveyed, citizens
of the Philippines and Indonesia, said recruiters in their
home country had confined them, confiscated their docu-
ments, or abused them verbally, physically or sexually.

Many received false information about their future
work, wages and living and working conditions, and were
told they had built up debts of between $1,600 and $1,800
each in the process of getting a job. More than 60 percent
of them said their employers then restricted their move-
ments and communications, or abused them.

“We never expected the problem to be as widespread as
it is,” said Jacob Townsend, CEO of Farsight, an interna-
tional social enterprise which carried out the survey and
released it on Thursday.

“Some (recruitment agents) ... hold women against their
will, take their passports, put them in debt and mislead
them about the circumstances they will be working in,”
he added.

The women surveyed were prospective, current or re-
turned domestic workers, interviewed in the Philippines,
Indonesia, Singapore and Hong Kong. There are between
two million and five million migrant domestic workers
from Indonesia and the Philippines at any given time,
with many returning and re-migrating on a continuous
basis, the researchers said.

They said their findings disproved the stereotype of
women choosing to work overseas to save money and re-
turn home with a cushion of wealth, an idea held by many
migrants and foreigners. “This is not temporary migra-
tion to save for one’s family - it is recurring participation
in an overseas labour market to maintain a subsistence
income,” the report said.

In parts of the Philippines and Indonesia, wives and
daughters are now expected to migrate for work, and feel
they have no alternative, it said.

Key responsibilities:

«  Ensure that network connections, and systems function
optimal with minimum down-time. And solve problems
accurately and in a timely manner

«  Perform ongoing performance tuning, hardware upgrades
and resource optimization.

« ldentifies risks within the IT infrastructure and propose cor-
rective and preventative action.

«  Provide support and training for staff

Requirements and skills needed:

« Knowledge at the level of a Bachelor’s degree in Informa-
tion Technology, Computer Science or equivalent

e f— +  Network certification

CYUIULIC JWIE « Knowledge and experience with Laboratory Information

Systems hardware and software

Knowledge of work processes, quality systems and ad-

vance equipment is needed

+  Good communication skills

+ Time management

«  Good command of the English and Dutch language
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If you meet the above criteria and interested in this position,
email your resume and cover letter to Adelena Schaap at
aschaap@sls.sx.

Need a challenge? Exceed your potential...
come join us!
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US proposes sharp ramping up of North Korea sanctions at U

UNITED NATIONS--The
United States presented a
draft U.N. Security Council
resolution on Thursday that
would dramatically tighten
existing restrictions on North
Korea after its Jan. 6 nuclear
test and create the tough-
est U.N. sanctions regime in
over two decades.

The draft, seen by Reuters,
would require U.N. member
states to conduct mandatory
inspections of all cargo pass-
ing through their territory to
or from North Korea to look
for illicit goods. Previously
states were only required to
do this if they had reasonable
grounds to believe there was
illicit cargo.

It would close a gap in
the U.N. arms embargo on
Pyongyang by banning all
weapons imports and ex-
ports. There would also be
an unprecedented ban on the
transfer to North Korea of
any item that could directly
contribute to the operational
capabilities of the North Ko-
rean armed forces, such as
trucks that could be modified
for military purposes.

Other proposed measures
include a ban on all supplies
of aviation and rocket fuel to
North Korea, a requirement
for states to expel North
Korean diplomats engag-
ing in illicit activities, and
blacklisting 17 North Korean
individuals and 12 entities,
including the National Aero-
space Development Agency
or ‘NADA, the body respon-
sible for February’s rocket
launch.

U.S. Ambassador to the
United Nations Samantha

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un guides Korean People’s Army (KPA) military drills, in this
undated photo released by North Korea’s Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) in Pyongyang.

Power told reporters the new
measures, if approved, would
be “the strongest set of sanc-
tions imposed by the Security
Council in more than two
decades.”

Several council diplomats
predicted a Saturday meet-
ing to adopt the draft but
Russian deputy U.N. am-
bassador Petr Iliichev told
Reuters Moscow needed
time to study the draft and
the earliest likely vote would
be next week. The draft was
the result of seven weeks of
tough negotiations between
the United States and China,
North Korea’s neighbour
and main ally.

“This is a very robust reso-
lution,” a U.S. official said
on condition of anonymity.
“Clearly this took a long time

... it was a difficult process.”
North Korea has been under
U.N. sanctions since 2006 be-
cause of its multiple nuclear
tests and rocket launches.
China and the United States
had differed on how strongly
to respond to Pyongyang’s
most recent test, with Wash-
ington urging harsh puni-
tive measures and Beijing
emphasizing dialogue and
milder U.N. steps confined
to non-proliferation.
Diplomats said a sharp tight-
ening of restrictions was nec-
essary since Pyongyang has
proved its determination to
flout at all costs attempts at
constraining its nuclear and
missile programs. They said
they hoped the latest meas-
ures would make it harder
for North Korea to continue

BEIJING--China  “really
needs” its defences in the
South China Sea in the
face of a militarisation pro-
cess being pushed by the
United States, and can de-
ploy whatever equipment it
wants on its own soil, Chi-
na’s Defence Ministry said
on Thursday.

China and the United
States have sparred repeat-
edly over the past week
following reports China is
deploying advanced mis-
siles, fighters and radar
equipment on islands in the
South China Sea, especially
on Woody Island in the Par-
acels.

The United States has ac-
cused China of militaris-
ing the disputed waters.
Beijing, for its part, has
been angered by “freedom
of navigation” air and sea
patrols the United States

has conducted near islands
China claims in the South
China Sea. Those have in-
cluded one by two B-52
strategic bombers in No-
vember and by a U.S. Navy
destroyer that sailed within
12 nautical miles of Triton
Island in the Paracels last
month.

“The United States is
the real promoter of the
militarisation of the South
China Sea,” defence min-
istry spokesman Wu Qian
told a regular monthly news
briefing. “China’s construc-
tion of military facilities on
the islands and reefs of the
South China Sea is really
needed.”

The Paracel Islands are
China’s “inherent territo-
ry”, he added. “It is China’s
legitimate right to deploy
defence facilities within our
own territory, no matter in

the past or at present, no
matter temporarily or per-
manently, no matter what
equipment it is,” Wu said.

People are being “dazzled”
by the endless hyping up by
U.S. media of equipment
China is deploying in the
South China Sea, he added.
“One minute it’s air de-
fence missiles, then radars,
then various types of air-
craft - who knows what to-
morrow will bring in terms
of new equipment being
hyped up.”

Even the Americans have
said some of this equipment
had been placed there in
the past, Wu said.

China claims most of the
South China Sea, through
which more than $5 trillion
in global trade passes every
year. Vietnam, Malaysia,
Brunei, the Philippines and
Taiwan have rival claims.

with that policy, keeping up
the pressure on the country’s
leadership without making
the country’s impoverished
population any poorer.

“Pyongyang has pr10r1tlzed
the pursuit of these massive-
ly expensive programs over
absolutely everything else,”
the U.S. official said. “So is
New York action going to
automatically convince the
regime’s leaders to cease? 1
think we’re realistic on that
point.”

However, he added that
“this resolution will be felt,
it will have an impact ... The
DPRK (North Korea) have
never been subject to the
kind of pressure that is in the
resolution.”

Power said the measures
were aimed at the country’s
leadership and was “careful
not to punish the North Ko-
rean people.”

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman Hua
Chunying on Thursday told
a regular press briefing “We
hope and believe this new
resolution can help effec-
tively constrain North Korea
from further developing its
nuclear missile program.”

There will also be further
restrictions aimed at making
it more difficult for North
Korea to press ahead with
its nuclear and missile pro-
grams. Pyongyang is cur-
rently banned from import-
ing and exporting nuclear
and missile technology and
is not allowed to import lux-
ury goods. The list of banned
items will be expanded.

The U.S. official said one
of five annexes to the reso-
lution lists 31 ships owned
by North Korean shipping
firm Ocean Maritime Man-
agement Company Limited,
which will be blacklisted.
Also new, countries will be
required, not just encour-
aged, to freeze the assets of
North Korean entities linked
to Pyongyang’s nuclear or
missile programs and to
prohibit the opening of new
branches or offices of North
Korean banks or to engage
in banking correspondence
with North Korean banks.

CONGRATULATIONS!

On Wednesday February 24th the presentation of
diplomas took place for members of the Police Force
who acquired the diploma for All-around police
officer as well as for police officers who acquired the
diploma for the course Operational Management

Level (1bo).

Certificates for Extraordinary Police Officer
(Buitengewoon Agenten van Politie BAP) were also

distributed.

Once again, sincere congratulations!

Hildegard Buitink
Chief of Police - Dutch Caribbean Police Force
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Health experis press for urgent,
integrated approuch to dengue

BANGKOK--Health ex-
perts called on Thursday for
urgent action to tackle the
“global dengue pandemic”,
and said the number of
cases was expected to spike
in some countries this year,
partly because of the EIl
Nino weather phenomenon.

The experts, from several
organisations, urged govern-
ments in the region to sup-
port collaborative efforts to
combat the spread of den-
gue in Asia, which had the
highest incidence of the dis-
ease in the world.

One impetus for the call
to action is Sanofi Pasteur’s
new Dengvaxia vaccine that
has received approval in
Mexico, Brazil, El Salvador
and the Philippines, said
Dr. In-Kyu Yoon, direc-
tor of the Dengue Vaccine
Initiative (DVI), adding that
other vaccines were in the
development pipeline. With
dengue experts on its staff
and board, DVI - one of the
groups behind the call - is
part of the Seoul-based In-
ternational Vaccine Institute
and has received support
from Sanofi Pasteur to raise
awareness about dengue
vaccination.

“The dengue problem
won’t just go away and won’t
be helped by half measures.

If countries and regions
want to tackle the issue ef-
fectively, it will take a huge
commitment on the part of
individual countries and re-
gions, groups of countries,
to address it,” Yoon said.
Experts have said Dengvax-
ia is not perfect and does
not protect equally against
the four different serotypes
of dengue, but is a tool that
can be part of an integrated
approach for prevention of
the disease. Other drugmak-
ers including Japan’s Takeda
and U.S. Merck are also
working on dengue vaccines
but are several years behind.
Sanofi Pasteur said last year
studies it had carried out
had shown the vaccine pro-
tected two-thirds of the par-
ticipants. Protection against
severe dengue reached 93
percent, while prevention
of hospitalization due to the
disease reached 80 percent
in the volunteers, who were
aged nine and above, it said
in a statement.

“There’s a lot of thought
that perhaps if we have a
vaccine, that we’ll be able
to ease off on doing other
parts of the overall effort,
for example, vector control,
surveillance, some of these
other things,” Yoon said by
telephone from Colombo,

where he was attending a
dengue conference. “The
fact is, really it will require
all aspects. That is part of
the call to action - it needs to
be an integrated approach.
There is no magic bullet...
it is a tool that can be in a
country’s toolbox.”

Dengue - which causes
flu-like symptoms and can
develop into the deadly den-
gue haemorrhagic fever - is
the world’s fastest-spreading
tropical disease, with the
annual number of cases in-
creasing 30-fold in the last
50 years, according to the
World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO). The disease
is endemic in 128 countries
- compared with nine coun-
tries experiencing severe
dengue epidemics prior to
1970. Asia has the most
cases, with 67 million people
infected per year, research-
ers say.

The experts called on coun-

tries, if they register the
vaccine for use, to develop
and implement vaccine pro-
grammes that are monitored
and evaluated for safety.
They also urged govern-
ments to “accelerate effec-
tive dengue prevention and
control interventions.”

Canadian teacher Neil Bantleman (L) waves beside In
Tjiong to students as they wait inside a holding cell before their trial at a South Jakarta court,
Indonesia, April 2, 2015.

donesian teaching assistant Ferdinand

JAKARTA--Indonesia’s Su-
preme Court on Thursday
overturned the acquittal of
two teachers from Canada
and Indonesia on charges
of sexually abusing kinder-
garten children at an inter-
national school in Jakarta,
extended their jail sentences
and ordered their re-arrest.
The case, which critics say
was fraught with irregulari-
ties, has brought the country’s
justice system under scrutiny
and raises doubts about legal
certainty in Southeast Asia’s
biggest economy. The Ca-
nadian embassy in Jakarta
called the Supreme Court’s
decision “unjust” and said
the case had not been han-

dled transparently.

“The outcome of this case
has serious implications for
Indonesia’s reputation as a
safe place for Canadians to
work, travel and invest as
well as for Canada’s long his-
tory of cooperation with In-
donesia,” it said in an online
statement.

Canadian teacher Neil
Bantleman and Indonesian
teaching assistant Ferdinand
Tjiong were convicted on
charges of abusing kinder-
garten students at the Ja-
karta Intercultural School
(JIS), where the children of
many expatriates, diplomats,
and wealthy Indonesians are
enrolled. The two were origi-

nally sentenced to 10 years in
jail but were acquitted in Au-
gust, 2015 after nearly a year
behind bars, and released.
At least two school janitors
remain incarcerated in con-
nection with the case.

“They have been sentenced
again, to 11 years,” Supreme
Court spokesman  Suhadi
said by phone, referring to
Bantleman and Tjiong. The
court issued an order for
them to be re-arrested.

“It is not clear what evi-
dence the Supreme Court
used to overturn the (previ-
ous) decision,” U.S. ambas-
sador Robert O. Blake said
in a statement.

WWW.SUNSETSXM.COM | TEL: 721 545-2084
SUNSET BAR & GRILL IS EXPANDING!!!
WE ARE CURRENTLY HIRING STAFF FOR THE
FOLLOWING POSITIONS FOR “SUNSET BAR & GRILL”
AND “THE REFUGE”, A NEW RESTAURANT
LOUNGE OPENING SOON!!!

=7, -

il
LINE UP 20

THE STATION WITH THE ATTITUDE
WEEKDAY SCHEDULE

THE SUPPA DUPPA MORNING SHOW
W/ SUPPA & DEE | WEEKDAYS 7AM - 10AM
THE AM/PM WORKLOAD SHOW
W/ GEE MONEY | WEEKDAYS 10AM - 2PM
THE POWER HOUR
W/ THE CUT CREATOR DJ OUTKAST | WEEKDAYS 2PM - 3PM
SAGAN’S PLAYGROUND

15

* RESTAURANT MANAGER

* RETAIL SALES PERSONNEL
e BARTENDERS

* WAITSTAFF

* BUSBOYS AND BARBACKS
* BEACH SERVER

e CLEANER

Full-time and part-time positions available.

Must have experience, a positive attitude, be a dynamic team player
and be able to work different fast-paced shifts and holidays.

Only applicants with VALID RESIDENCE AND WORK PAPERS
for the DUTCH SIDE OF SINT MAARTEN need to apply.

APPLY ONLY IN PERSON WITH ALL VALID DOCUMENTS
AND A RESUME AT SUNSET BAR & GRILL FROM 5 P.M.
TO 7 P.M.

W/ SAGAN | WEEKDAYS 3PM - GPM

SPECIALTY SHOWS

DIRTY DUTCH MUSIC
W/ CHUCKIE | FRIDAYS 10PM - 11PM
LUNCH WITH MIZZY
W/ MIZZY | SATURDAYS 12PM - 3PM
DI-NAMIX TOP 40 COUNTDOWN
W/ JOEWARRICK | SATURDAYS 3PM - 6PM
A STATE OF TRANCE
W/ ARMIN VAN BUUREN | SATURDAYS 11PM - MIDNIGHT
WADE-O RADIO SHOW
W/ D)WADE-0 | SUNDAYS 12PM - 2PM
FEEL RADIO
W/ KPLONDON | SUNDAYS 3PM - 4PM
BACK AT IT RADIO
W/ THE CUT CREATOR DI DUTKAST | SUNDAYS 5PM - GPM

LISTEN & WATCH LIVE! DOWNLOAD THE FREE MOBILE APP!

WWW.LASER101.FM
TWITTER: @LASER 101

INSTAGRAM: @LASER 10 1SXM
FACEBOOK.COM/LASER 101
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Greece suys won't cut pensions
again fo meet EU/IMF demands

ATHENS- Greece’s  left-
led government will not
cut pensions again even if
its international lenders
demand it, the country’s la-
bour minister told Reuters
on Thursday, saying the
income of the weak will be
protected.

Athens remains deter-
mined to implement exist-
ing bailout reforms it has
signed up to, however,
George Katrougalos said in
an interview.

Hanging onto a fragile
parliamentary ~ majority,
the government wants to
conclude its first progress
assessment on fiscal targets
and pension and tax re-
forms in order to start talks
on debt relief - something it
hopes will persuade angry
Greeks that their auster-
ity sacrifices are paying off.
But International Mon-
etary Fund projections for
a wider than expected fiscal
gap - seen at 5 percent to 7
percent of gross domestic
product by 2018, according
to sources close to the lend-
ers - have fuelled specula-
tion Athens may come un-
der strong pressure to slash
pensions again.

Katrougalos dismissed
such projections as “un-
real” and said he hoped
the issue would not be
brought up during a bailout

progress review with lend-
ers, which he expected to
resume “most likely next
week” and be wrapped up
“within March”.

“We hear things, some-
time extreme, through
leaks about the IMF which
I hope won’t be brought to
the negotiating table,” he
said.

“Cutting pensions is a red
line for us,” he said add-
ing that more than half of
Greece’s households relied
on a pension to make ends
meet.

Asked whether Athens
would stick to this if the
conclusion of the bailout
review was at risk, he re-
sponded: “It wouldn’t be a
red line otherwise.”

Greece has cut pensions
11 times since it signed up
to its first European Union/
IMF bailout in 2010, at-
tempting to plug fiscal holes
and revamp a fragmented
pension  system  which
helped plunge the country
into its worst debt crisis in
decades. Prime Minister
Alexis Tsipras, who signed
up to a third bailout in Au-
gust despite pre-election
pledges of ending auster-
ity, has promised Greece’s
foreign creditors to cut the
pension budget by 1 per-
cent of GDP this year.

But loath to hurt the coun-

try’s 2.7 million pension-
ers again, he has opted for
elevating social security
contributions of employers,
self-employed profession-
als and farmers, merging
pension funds and capping
high pensions.

“The planned reform is
enough (to meet the target)
and guarantees the sys-
tem’s viability up to 2060,”
Katrougalos said. “The
pension pool is much small-
er compared with the past,
but the income of the weak
will be protected.”

The overall plan has trig-
gered street protests by
self-employed profession-
als including doctors and
lawyers; farmers have been
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Greek hospital staff hold a banner depicting a patient during a demonstration against planned
pension reforms, in Athens, Greece February 18, 2016.

blockading roads and bor-
der crossings for weeks; rul-
ing lawmakers have come
under attack by protesters.
But the minister said he was

confident the plan would be
approved by parliament.
“Lawmakers are con-
vinced about the neces-
sity and the rightness of

the reform. We won’t have
a problem in passing the
bill,” said the constitutional
lawyer turned politician.

US judge turns the up heat on VW
with march emissions fix deadline

SAN FRANSISCO--A fed-
eral judge turned up the
heat on Volkswagen AG on
Thursday, setting a March
deadline for the German
automaker to state whether
it has found an emissions fix
for 600,000 diesel vehicles
that is acceptable to U.S.

regulators.
U.S. District Judge
Charles Breyer in San

Francisco said he wants a
definitive answer on the
status of a fix by March 24.
Noting that VW had admit-
ted in September that its
vehicles on U.S. roads were
using software to emit up to
40 times legally allowable
pollution, Breyer said time
was running out.

“Six months is long
enough” to determine if

this is a fixable problem,
Breyer said. “This is an on-
going problem.”

The U.S. Justice Depart-
ment last month sued Eu-
rope’s biggest automaker
for up to $46 billion for vio-
lating U.S. environmental
laws. VW and its Audi and
Porsche brands continue to
be barred from selling any
new 2016 diesel models in

Police raid Brazilian
steelmuaker Gerdau

SAO PAULO--Federal po-
lice raided the offices of
Brazilian steelmaker Ger-
dau SA on Thursday and
summoned its chief execu-
tive to testify on suspicion
the company evaded hun-
dreds of millions of dollars
in taxes.

André Gerdau Johann-
peter, the chief executive,
agreed to appear voluntar-
ily rather than be arrest-
ed under an outstanding
warrant, a federal police
spokesman said, adding he
was one of 22 people po-
lice ordered to testify in the
case by day’s end.

Gerdau, Brazil’s larg-
est steelmaker and a fam-
ily company that has made
steel for generations, is sus-
pected of evading 1.5 bil-
lion reais ($380 million) in
back taxes, the spokesman
said. The raids on Gerdau
come as Brazilian prosecu-
tors grow increasingly ag-
gressive in efforts to crack

down on corruption by
some of the country’s most
powerful companies.

Thursday’s operation was
part of an inquiry, known as
“Operation Zealots,” into
kickbacks by companies
through lobbyists to tax of-
ficials in return for waiving
tax debts and fines. Gerdau
said it was cooperating with
police. The company said in
a securities filing it had le-
gally hired external experts
for technical advise but
had not engaged in a tax
evasion scheme. Its shares
closed down 4.7 percent in
Sao Paulo trading.

Search and seizure op-
erations were being carried
out at Gerdau offices in the
cities of Sao Paulo, Brasilia,
Rio de Janeiro, Recife and
the company’s headquar-
ters in Porto Alegre, police
said.

In addition to Operation
Zealots, which is probing
suspected kickbacks at doz-

ens of companies, Brazil
for the past two years has
been gripped by the far-
reaching corruption probe
around state-run oil com-
pany Petroleo Brasileiro
SA, known as Petrobras.
Dozens of executives at
Brazil’s biggest construc-
tion companies have been
arrested or charged with
corruption in that investi-
gation. On Monday, police

e okl it
Andre Gerdau Johannpeter, CEO of Brazil's steelmaker Gerdau, leaves the Federal Police
headquarters in Sao Paulo, Brazil, on Thursday.

again searched offices of
Odebrecht, Brazil’s largest
engineering and construc-
tion conglomerate. Mar-
celo Odebrecht, the com-
pany’s chief executive, was
jailed in June in connection
with the Petrobras scandal.

Prosecutors have told
Reuters they are inspired
by the Petrobras investiga-
tion, seeing it as the end
of long-standing corporate

impunity. “For the first
time important executives
who were jailed stayed in
jail,” Silvio Luis Martins
de Oliveira, a Sao Paulo-
based prosecutor who last
month announced charges
of crimes against the finan-
cial system against Joesley
Batista, chairman of JBS,
the world’s largest meat
company.

the United States. VW also
faces more than 500 law-
suits from U.S. owners.

VW lawyer Robert Giuf-
fra told Breyer at the hear-
ing that the automaker is
making progress in trying
to reach a settlement with
the Justice Department,
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and California
Air Resources Board. “We
are committed to resolving
these matters as quickly
as possible,” Giuffra said,
adding that the diesel emis-
sions issue involves up to
11 million vehicles in 100
countries.

Giuffra declined to offer
specifics on the settlement
talks, saying the Justice De-
partment had asked VW
not to discuss any aspect of
the negotiations. VW has
said previously it was con-
sidering buybacks as part
of a settlement, a move that
could cost it billions.

Breyer said a settlement
may include provisions that
are “not the most advanta-
geous for the company,”
but he added that VW has
some difficult decisions to
make “in the very near fu-
ture.”

Those decisions will have
“serious consequences,” he
said.

Breyer previously named
former FBI director Robert
Mueller as a settlement ad-
viser. Mueller has met with
VW officials, including the
senior engineer responsible
for the fix. The judge now
wants top VW executives to
meet with Mueller as well.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Regular: one insertion $5 /ful .
$7 /full week (6x) $35.
Commercial rate (grey block) $65 for one full weel

Classified ads should be bool

d before 3:00 pm at Bush Road 22, at The box

or Cyberlink. Ads must be paid in advance at all times (cash payment requlred)
Maximum number of words: 30.

Pricing Classifieds with photo: personal: $40 per week

(max. 30 words with one picture)

Commercial: $85 per week (max. 30 words with one picture)

‘07 Suzuki GSXR-600, HID

lights, extended, Brooks
exhaust. $5,000. Tel:+1-721-
553-1348.

2005 Hyundai Trajet. Purple,
some repairs needed. Asking price
US$2,000. Call:580-5363 or 522-
9440.

2008 Hyundai Accent, automatic,
cold A/C, well maintained and in
perfect condition, low mileage.
Call:524-7470.

2012 HyundaiTucson, automatic,
35000KM, serviced always on
time, perfect engine and body, very
cold A/C. Call:559-8814.

For Sale, Black Soft Top|

2000 Jeep Wrangler TJ
Manual Transmission, 4WD,
4.0L 16, in very good
Condition. AC & Sound sys-
tem included. Price $11,000
Obo. Contact (721) 553-3798

Honda Civic with reverse cam-
era, sunroof, Bluetooth, leather
& more. Acura MDX, fully loaded
with 7 passenger seating. AWD
and many more features. Call Karl
at 542-8313 or 542-2176.

Toyota Tacoma TRD, 4
door, 4WD, tow hitch. Year:
2006. Price:US$14,500 or|

best offer. Tel:+1-721-588-
5050 or +590-690-770269.

Volkswagen Touareg. Year 2007.
Very good condition. 4 doors,
color grey. Price $10,500. Call:580-
8868.

Bunk bed, good condition $300,
wall unit as well, TV stand brown
color. And a black glass press.
Call:553-6138.

Pioneer CDJ2000 professional
DJ CD Player. Great condition. 4
available $1,000 each. Call: 520-
6136.

REAL ES E
N U\ Un FOR SALE

2 bedroom house and land
3744m2, AT llidge Road.Tel:527-
4987 or 522-0041.

-For Sale/Rent. Land/
warehouse, houses, apart-
ments 1-5 bedrooms.
Commercial/Residential.
Business with N.V. licenses
(Corporation). Call:Euro
Caribbean  Linkup  N.V.
(E.C.L.) Leopold J. Gumbs
Owner/Director
Tel:1(721)522-6513/550-

1952. Email:ecinv@
caribserve.net or
www.eclsxm.com

Aquamarina:Wonderful apart-

ment with large living room, 3 bed-
rooms and 2 bathrooms, 250m2,
stunning view. Close to Maho, res-
taurants, supermarket, beach. No
agent please. Call:520-1414.

Blue Marine, Maho:1 bedroom
apartment, 123 m2 with US kitch-
en, fully fumished. Between the
airport and the golf of Mullet Bay. In
a gated community, security 24/7.
Call:520-1414.

Blue Marine:Drastically reduced
for a quick sale. Unique opportunity
to buy this beautiful furnished con-
do, for $340K. 2 bedroom/2 baths,
24 hours security, huge com-
mon pool, fitness center. Please
call:587-2205.

Cupecoy:1 bedroom apartment,
40m2. Fully fumnished, parking,

swimming pool, close to AUC.
$115,000. No realtor please.
Call:520-1416.

Cupecoy:Nice lagoon view, 2
bedrooms condo, 24 m2, close
to the university, 24/7 security. No
agent please. $239,000. Call:520-
1416.

For sale:8 Units, excellent income,
second lot $850,000. 2 bedroom/2
bath condo, stainless steel appli-
ances, double balconies, high ceil-
ings, $250,000. Call:526-4306.

For sale:Flat land located Zorgen
Rust, Dutch Quarter, size 726M2,
price $80,000. Cole Bay land hill
side, nice view, size 13.749M2,
price  $995,000. Call:(1721)522-
6513/550-1952 or website www.
eclsxm.com

For sale:Madame Estate Shop-
ping Center (Upstairs Madame
Estate Clinic), 2 bedroom/1bath
apartment, US$85,000. Serious
inquiries only. Phone:580-0155.

House for sale near St. John's Es-
tate. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, gated.
Size 272m2 on flat land. Price
$275,000. Belair land for sale. Size
1137m2 price $275,000. Call:586-
3375.

Indigo Bay #54B, Ocean view
lot, 24 hours gated community,
1200m2, perfect view $177,000.
33 meter wide, 90 meters alti-
tude. Visitwiseland.net/54b  or
call:(1721)581-3242.

Madame Estate/Claude Estate:
Residential property at Claude
state with 2 storey building permit,
infrastructure in place, size 679M2.
Seling price  $USD$145,000.
Call:(1721)522-6513/550-1952 or
website www.eclsxm.com

Own your own place in the
best commercial center of

Simpson Bay. Plaza del
Lago, full ownership, 150
sgq.m, 2 levels, parking,

security 24/24. Ideal for pro-
fessionals/restaurant.
$550K. Call:587-2205.

Sauders:Flat and gentle sloop
property with nice view, ggod for
hosing  project/apartment com-
plex, size 3500M2. Selling pri-
ceUSD$300,000. Call:(1721)522-
6513/550-1952 or website www.
eclsxm.com

Simpson Bay:Building for sale
with good rental agreement, perfect
location, US$495,000. Call:520-
1414,

Cole Bay, Fisherman’s Wharf, 1
bedroom apartment fully furnished,
parking, 24 hours security, $760 per
month. Call:580-0708.

St. Eustatius Land for Sale (near
RosemarylLane). 945 sq meters.
Asking price $69,000 (negotia-
ble). Serious inquires only email:
k.daniel @papayasolutions.com or
tel:1(721)554-0446.

Cole Bay:1 bedroom apartment,
quiet neighborhood, airco, close to
transportation. For one person or a
couple only. For more information,
call after 10am:520-3696.

RENT

REAL ESTATE

i

Cole Bay:Las Brisas, Very nice
brand new 3 bedroom/2 bath semi-
furnished apartment, ground floor,
terrace, private garden, common

$85 nightly, close to the Heineken
Regatta, new 1 bedroom, bath-
room, kitchen, internet, Netflix, 2
nights minimum, no pets, no smok-
ing. Call Bob (1721)580-7050.

(1)South Reward:Beautiful
Pre-rental  apartments.  (2)two
bedrooms, (3)one bedroom apart-
ments. Call for an appointment to
get pricing and project completion
dates. Call:526-0139.

(2) bedrooms, 2 baths, laundry
room, burglar bars, hurricane shut-
ters, private fenced yard. Nazareth
Estate. $850 per month and 1
month’s deposit. For more infor-
mation call:(1721)553-5834/1721-
527-2477.

-Recession Speciall
Rooms at Sea Breeze
Hotel, $650 monthly, room
service included. $500 with-
out air condition. Call:542-
6055 or 542-6056. Email
seabreezehotel@aol.com.

1Beautiful studio in Simpson
Bay Yacht Club, terrace on lagoon,
mordern, fully furnished, parking,
gated, 24/7 security, pools, ten-
nis, boat slip available, $1,200.
Call:586-8878 or 523-6345.

pool, private parking, 24/7 security.
$3,000/monthly, possibility boat slip
is extra. Call:(1721)581-6418.

Ebenezer:One big studio for rent
$550 per month. Furnished, wa-
ter/light & cable included. For a pri-
vate quiet single person (good job
or permanent). Emailmoena79@
hotmail.com or call:553-8578/520-
8578

Fisherman’s Wharf apartmet for
rent. One bedroom fully furnished,
24/7 security, parking, A/C, wash-
ing machine, patio lagoon view.
Call:522-5140 or gotobyron@
gmail.com

For rent:1 living room, 1 bedroom
and bath. Light and water included.
AJ.C Browers Road. Call:554-
8443.

New apartment, central location,
Dutch Cul-de-Sac, 2 bedroom, loft,
1.5 bathroom, kitchen, living room,
laundry room, $1,100 per month free
Wi-Fi and cable. Call Niles 522-0518.

Pelican Key, nice 3 bedrooms,
2 baths furnished with panoramic
sea view. Big terrace with pool and
parking, $3,000 monthly. Call:581-
6418.

2 bedrooms, 2 bath apartment for
rent with living room, kitchen and
fenced in yard. Located at Zorg en
Rust, Dutch Quarter. Tel:587-6283.

Amazing ocean view house, fully
furnished. consist of 2 bedrooms,
2 baths, Little Bay. Price $2,000.
2 bedrooms, 2 baths fully fur-
nished in Front Street price $1,500.
Call:588-3160.

Apartments, long term:Pointe
Blanche, 2 bedroom/1 bath, un-
furnished, $980. 1 bedroom/1
bath furnished, common pool,
security $980. Cole Bay:2 bed-
room/2 bath, unfurnished, no pets,
2 months deposit, gated, $1,250.
Call(1721)522-5131.

Are you looking for a newly built
1 bedroom, semi furnished apart-
ment, in Stand over Gardens, on
the way to Oyster Pond? $800 p/
m. Serious inquiries only. Call:523-
8272 or 588-8281.

Available for rent storage
space for warehousing or
office at Point Blanche. 1700
sqft, 25 feet hight, fully con-
crete. 2 minutes walkable
distance, from all major ship-
ping company offices.
Call:522-7707.

Betty’s Estate:1 and 2 bedroom
apartment for rent. Fully air condi-
tioned, gated, fully furnished and
unfurnished, generator, internet
and satellite services. Pricing start-
ing at $1,200. Call:520-3373 or FB
Ashni’s Condo’s

Cay Hill:House first level 3 bed-
rooms with A/C, 2 bathrooms gat-
ed yard. Fresh paint. Available now.
$1,400, 1 month deposit and fist
month’s rent. Call Luc 554-6105.

Cole Bay, Diamond Hill nice and
big 2 bedrooms, 1.5 bath unfur-
nished & porch, quiet and safe
area, $1,200 monthly. Call:581-
6418.

Pelican Key:2 bedroom/2 bath fully
furnished, cable TV, washer/dryer,
A/C, non smoker, no pets. Available
April 5th to December 31st, $1,850/
month plus utilities. Spectacular
view!! Phone:586-9592.

Pointe Blanche:2 bedroom, 2 bath
fully furished spacious apartment
with airco’s for rent. 3 minutes from
Philipsburg. Pigeon Road #4. Price
$1,500 p/m. Call:523-1006 or 580-
2129.

Simpson Bay Beach apartment,
for rent minimum 12 months start-
ing April first. Rent $2,750 fully fur-
nished. Call:545-2167.

Simpson Bay Yacht Club on the
1st floor, very nice renovated 3
bedroom/3 bath semi-furnished, on
the lagoon, possibility with boat slip.
Available April 1st, 2016. $3,850/
monthly. Call:581-6418.

Simpson Bay Yacht Club, very
nice renovated studio on the ground
floor, 2 tennis court, 24/7 security,
semi furnished $1,350 or furnished
$1,600 monthly. Call:581-6418.

Simpson Bay Yacht Club:3 bed-
room/3 bath totally renovated
fully furnished with high furniture
designed, 24/7 security, 2 com-
mon pools, 2 tennis court, $3,600
monthly. Call:581-6418.

Simpson Bay:Available now fully
furnished studio $750 per month in-
cluding utilities (9 months contract)
plus deposit 1 month $985 include
free Wi-Fi. Studio $650 available
March 15th, (6 months). Call:550-
6820.

Simpson Bay:Short term
rent, dorm room from $19/
per night or $115/per week.
Private room from $49 per
night or $295/per week. Fully
furnished, close to Marina’s,
supermarkets, free Wi-Fi.
Call:(1721)522-1323.

South Reward Hill Pumpkin Rd
63. Beautiful two bedroom, one
bath apartment in quite neighbor-
hood. Price US$700. Own trans-
portaton needed. One month
security deposit required. Call:580-
5363 or 522-9440.

Spacious 2 bedroom apartment,
store room, balcony with view. Hot
and cold water, private parking,
ceiling fan. Call:581-4275.

Spacious apartment on Back-
street, conviently located. 3 bed-
rooms fully fumnished including
AC $1,500. 1 bedroom $650 un-
furnished, A/C, parking, , nicley
done available immediately. Please
call:581-9503.

SERVICES

Electronic Publishing for
all your designs of logos, fly-
ers, business cards, station-
ary etc. Contact us at Photo
Desk Plus. Tel:(+1721)550-
1300 or (1721)527-3995.
Emall info@photodeskplus.c
Webiste:www.
photodeskplus com

Cheap BBQ, music equipment,

WANTERi

Comedy Platform for
Professional & Amateur
comedians. Send contact

information to
reservation@bebopshoehop.
com

Bartending job, part time
nights. female only, no older
than 26 years of age. Atleast
1 year experience. Call:+
1(721)587-1126.

Craft Metal Aluminum
Blijden Drive, Cul-de-Sac,
St.Maarten. We are looking
for:A Metal Industry
Administrative Clerk,
Administrative work. And a
Metal Activator, Metal recy-
cling. Must have High
school, knowledge of metal
industry, French, Spanish
and English. Tel:581-6929,
ermail:Bobbyuntus@gmail.c

om (mention application
CraftMetal)
Full-Time Kickass Bar

Staff. You better have game,
gotta be fun, must be willing
to learn. Transport, Dutch
side legal. Long term, good
pay, possible management
spot. Email resume, picture,
and your story to:
dinghydockbar@gmail.com
or stop by the Dinghy Dock
in Oyster Pond or Simpson
Bay.

Terry’s welding & fabrica-
tion N.V Sucker Garden road
#47. Vacancy:Welder.
Qualification:3-5 years expe-
rience. Please send appli-
cation/resume to the com-
pany above mentioned and a
copy to the labor office.
Call:(721)522-2033

Water Excursion
Company is looking for full
time Guides. C.PR., boat
license, good knowledge of
small outboard motors. Good
PR. and with valid working
papers. English speaking.
Call:559-9403/522-4605 or
522-5800.

OOKINGR

Christian lady is looking for a
trustworthy live-in domestic worker.
Knowledge of CPR, valid papers
only. Must love dogs, have patience
to deal with the elderly. Serious in-
quiries only! Call:(721)553-3784.

1 , applainces, furniture,
speakers, jewelry, jewelry making
supplies, baby clothes and more. 5
Llama Drive, Cay Hill near the Hos-
pital. Saturday 27th February from
10:00am. Call:523-8141
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Arctic thaw opens shipping waterways, risks fo environment

LONDON--The Arctic is
thawing even faster than
lawmakers can formulate
new rules to prevent the en-
vironmental threat of heavy
fuel oil pollution from ships
plying an increasingly popu-
lar trade route.

Average Arctic tempera-
tures are rising twice as fast
as elsewhere in the world
and the polar ice cap’s per-
manent cover is shrinking at
a rate of around 10 percent
per decade. By the end of
this century, summers in the
Arctic could be free of ice.

As the ice melts, traffic of
ships carrying cargoes of gas,
coal and diesel through the
region has increased. Rus-
sia, in particular, is keen to
expand shipping through the
Arctic given its rich natural
resources and efforts to cut
costs. It aims to cut journey
times between Europe and
Asia by 30 to 40 percent.

“It is time for regulators
to wake up and realise that
the Arctic is melting away
right in front of us,” said
Whit Sheard of the Circum-
polar Conservation Union
(CCU) green group. “Com-
mon sense regulations, inte-
grated ocean planning, and
explicit protections are all
needed before the resources
of the region are targeted
for exploitation or before it

becomes a major shipping
route.”

While there is a non-binding
agreement in place between
Arctic states aimed at Arctic
environmental  protection,
campaigners say there has
been no progress on regulat-
ing the use of heavy fuel oil
(HFO), which is banned in
the Antarctic region owing
to its toxicity and the pollut-
ing emissions it generates.
Regulations for the Antarc-
tic came into effect in 2011
after being adopted by the

United Nations’ shipping
agency the International
Maritime Organization

(IMO). It was arguably an
easier sell as less commercial
cargo ships such as oil tank-
ers operate in the Antarctic,
where fishing boats, cruise
ships and yachts predomi-
nate.

Any effort to tackle the is-
sue is likely to take some
time even after last year’s
climate deal in Paris, which
commits nations to curb
emissions. The Paris deal did
not set specific targets for
commercial shipping, leav-
ing the IMO to take up the
charge.

HFO was not the top focus
of an Arctic Council meeting
on environmental protection
earlier this month, leading
campaigners to seek more

Snow-covered mountains look over the Isfjord in Svalbard, Norway in this June 1, 2012 file

photo.

action. They plan to raise
the issue at the IMO’s next
marine environmental pro-
tection committee session in
April.

Julie Gourley, senior Arctic
official at the U.S. State De-
partment, said Washington,
which has the rotating chair
of the Council, was “present-
ly studying” the risks associ-
ated with HFO and contin-
ued to engage with Council

partners to find solutions for
Arctic issues.

According to a 2009 study
by the intergovernmental
Arctic Council, the release
of oil into the Arctic’s ma-
rine environment “either
through accidental release,
or illegal discharge, is the
most significant threat from
shipping activity.”

Last year, the U.S., Rus-
sia and other Arctic nations

signed an agreement to bar
their fishing fleets from seas
around the North Pole.
Under the Polar Code,
which was adopted by the
IMO, ships trading in polar
regions will have to comply
with environmental provi-
sions from January 2017.
The code imposed prohibi-
tions on the carriage of oil or
oily mixtures from any ship
into the sea and prevented

pollution from garbage and
noxious liquid substances.
But it only “encouraged”
ships not to use or carry
HFO in the Arctic.

A 2015 study by the CPB
Netherlands Bureau for
Economic Policy Analysis
estimated that two thirds of
the volume of world trade
that goes through the Suez
Canal could be re-routed via
the Arctic route in future. It
gave no time frames.

Other analysts are more
conservative on how much
trade could be re-routed
given the recent economic
slowdown in China and oil
price uncertainty. The Suez
Canal, which allows ships to
travel between Europe and
South Asia, accounts for an
estimated 8 percent of world
seaborne trade.

The International Associa-
tion of Oil & Gas Producers
(IOGP), representing the
global upstream industry,
said it had gained exten-
sive experience in the safest
and most environmentally
sensitive ways of operating
in such conditions. “While
some parties have called for
codes of best practices in the
Arctic, as far as the industry
is concerned, wherever we
do business the same high
standards apply,” the IOGP
said.
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How America hecame the love child of Kim Kardashian and Donald Trump

By Lynn Stuart Parramore

After sailing to victory in
Nevada and South Carolina
and leaving the political es-
tablishment gobsmacked,
Donald Trump has pre-
dicted that he will not only
nab the GOP presidential
nomination, but deliver
the largest voter turnout in

history. Typical trumpery
perhaps, but the blustery
billionaire is now closer
to the White House than
many people would have
imagined. With breathtak-
ing speed, he has rewritten
the rules of campaigning
while holding up a middle
finger to Fox News, Repub-
lican elders and even the
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pope. He says things no-
body else dares say — from
expressing support for fans
who roughed up a Black
Lives Matter protester to
maligning Senator John
McCain’s military record.

His reality is becoming
America’s. Do we have the
Kardashians, in part, to
thank?

With their cartoonish ap-
pearances — Trump with
his buoyant hair and Kim
Kardashian with her out-
landish curves — both seem
characters from a story-
book. They are the king
and queen of an American
Dreamland, all the more
important now that the
American Dream has be-
come fantasy for so many
people. In an era of grow-
ing inequality and fore-
closed futures, people can’t
get what they need, much
less what they want.

In a better system, those
who take advantage of a
rigged set-up wouldn’t be
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seen as heroes. But when
there seems no hope of
transformation, watching
celebrities who float free
from any kind of social re-
sponsibility becomes hyp-
notically compelling. Not
only can you be famous
doing nothing of value for
society, you can even be
president! How awesome
is that?

Trump and Kardashian
have both acted as barom-
eters for how far a person
can go and how low a cul-
ture can sink. Trump was
famous, of course, long be-
fore the Kardashians. He
was the poster boy for 1980s
excess, just as Kardashian
became the emblem of
same in the naughts. He
started grabbing media at-
tention during his ill-fated
ownership of a football
team, which he ran into
the ground while seducing
the press with his outland-
ish claims and boisterous
personality. Trump learned
then to present himself as
the biggest and the best at
everything — bankruptcies
and business blunders be
damned. He may have rid-
den to success on a train of
tax breaks and government
largesse, but he became
adept at styling himself
as the emblem of the free
market.

The temporal bridge be-
tween Trump and Kar-
dashian is the 1990s — the
decade in which reality
television exploded, mak-
ing people with no spe-
cial talents wildly famous.
The shows were loudly
denounced as signals of
American cultural enfee-
blement, but the more the
critics sniffed, the more the
ratings soared.

Trump and the Kardashi-
ans perfected the genre.
The Apprentice, hosted
by Trump from its incep-
tion in January 2004 until
2015, presented the mogul
interviewing, and gleefully
dismissing, job candidates
and went on to become
one of the most-watched
programs on NBC. In 2007,
Keeping Up with the Kar-
dashians flooded Ameri-
can living rooms with what
looked like fly-on-the-wall
glimpses of the lives of the
Kardashian-Jenner ~ fam-
ily, mainly the antics of
daughters Khloe, Kourtney
and Kim. That program
became one of the longest-
running reality shows in
TV history, with the 11"
season airing last fall.

Reality stars aren’t sup-
posed to elevate us or edu-

cate us. They are there to
entertain us. So Candidate
Trump need not concern
himself with the minute
details of foreign policy
or healthcare. He only
has to say, “It’s going to
be very big. It’s going to
be very special,” to have
the crowd cheer. Kim Kar-
dashian never went to col-
lege, but she can make the
news instantly whether she
is demonstrating how to
achieve maximum cleavage
or tweeting semi-literate
statements about the 1915
Armenian genocide.

Trump and Kardashian
share the values of oppor-
tunism, image-obsession
and materialism, but where
they really rise above the
celebrity pack is their
knack for making oodles
of money simply telling the
world how awesome they
are. And being rich. In
2015, Kardashian ranked
33" on Forbes’ roster of
the world’s highest paid
celebrities. With $52.5 mil-
lion in earnings, she beat
out both Oscar-winning
actress Jennifer Lawrence
and former Beatle Paul
McCartney. Trump placed
121% on the Forbes 400 list
of the wealthiest people on
Earth the same year, with a
pile estimated at $4.5 bil-
lion.

Surely something magical
happens in the rarefied air
at that stratospheric level
of wealth and fame. Inan-
ity can magically transform
into insight; solipsism into
social concern; ridicule
into reverence. The only
skills required to keep the
American public’s atten-
tion are self-promotion
and conspicuous consump-
tion. Peers of this realm get
a certain immunity from
criticism and a pass on
gaffes. Exaggeration be-
comes truth, or, as Trump
himself artfully puts it,
“truthful hyperbole.”

Garish taste and question-
able credentials become
emblems of connection to
ordinary people. Despite a
dwelling that looks like the
fevered dream of a French
monarch, Trump has been
called the “people’s bil-
lionaire” and is consid-
ered by many a populist.
Celebrity watchers love to
remind us that Kardashian
is just a “regular girl.” She
has a daughter! She hangs
with her family! Her lack
of talent — unless you con-
sider taking photos of your
rear end for Instagram a
talent — dissolves in the
public fascination for such

mundane activities as tak-
ing endless selfies (we all
take selfies!), even when
she is shelling out $827,000
on gold-plated toilets.

Reality stars are special
kinds of celebrities. Not
only do they distract view-
ers from what’s missing
in their lives as we follow
their every move, their as-
sociation with a genre that
ostensibly documents un-
scripted situations lures
viewers into imagining that
they are more “real” than
other celebrities. They
suspend viewers’ disbelief
more than professional ac-
tors, so when they fabricate
reality out of whole cloth,
the public might just buy it.
They seem extra-intimate
because they come to view-
ers apparently unfiltered.

Reality TV thrives on high
drama, outsized person-
alities and loud-mouthed
conflicts, so when we see a
person linked to the form,
we expect and accept these
things as par for the course.
That’s why Trump can get
away with denigrating Fox
News’ Megyn Kelly on the
air during a debate. For-
mer Florida Governor Jeb
Bush could not. The rules
are different.

Kardashian and Trump
appear to represent a kind
of capitalist abundance
and freedom. What they
really signify, however, is
the imprisonment of the
self and a future of further
restricted possibilities.

When our connections to
each other fall away and
our self-absorption inten-
sifies, Americans’ chances
to act collectively to rede-
fine the terms of our lives
diminishes. Trump’s loud
talk of building walls and
roughing up those who
get in the way is really the
whisper of an authoritar-
ian future where the free-
dom and abundance are
reserved for elites who will
protect their privileges at
any cost.

The real wall will be
around us — to keep us in
our place. And we will have
helped build our new real-
ity. ~ Reuters ~

(Lynn Stuart Parramore
is a contributing editor at
AlterNet,  co-founder  of
Recessionwire and found-
ing editor of New Deal 2.0
and IgoUgo.com. She is
the author of “Reading the
Sphinx: Ancient Egypt in
Nineteenth-Century  Liter-
ary Culture” and has taught
cultural theory at New York
University. The opinions ex-
pressed here are her own.)
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Waiting for answers on cooking gas issue

Dear Editor,

A much needed relief for
the people of St. Maarten
was given in the form of a
public announcement that
was issued on Friday, Feb-
ruary 19, from the Ministry
of Tourism, Economic Af-
fairs, Transport and Tele-
communication (Ministry
TEATT), indicating that
there will be an adjustment
to cooking gas.

This adjustment was ex-
pected to immediately com-
mence on Monday, Febru-
ary 22; however, according
to The Daily Herald’s pub-
lication on Tuesday, a day
after the official date of

implementation, businesses
were still selling cooking
gas at the old prices.

This has my full atten-
tion as the people of St.
Maarten would have finally
seen a drastic cut in cook-
ing gas, and would be able
to keep in their pockets,
NAf. 20.27 for a 201b bottle
and NAf. 40.04 for a 100Ib
bottle.

What is happening to the
controls? Who is ensur-
ing that the new prices are
being implemented by all
businesses? Why do house-
holds have to continue with
the burden of old prices?
This is a needed relief for

the consumers and house-
holds in general. These are
questions I want to pose to
the Minister responsible as
soon as the Minister decides
to find time in her schedule
to address Parliament.
Additionally, it has been
stated in  Wednesday’s
publication the newspaper
that the overall Consumer
Price Index and inflation
have decreased on average
compared to the year 2014.
With the public knowledge
dropping world market
price of oil this behaviour
is expected and as a con-
sequence just recent LIAT
has agreed to remove their

MP Lake has it the
wrong way round

Dear Editor,

Member of Parliament
Maurice Lake missed a big
part of the story in his press
release, which I will explain.

Within a 10-year span NV
GEBE had seven director
changes (2006- 2016). Three
of the changes were tempo-
ral/interim  directors with
limited decision-making
powers. For the past months
GEBE has been function-
ing with a temporary direc-
tor with no power. There
are vacancies for Financial
Director, Technical Direc-
tor and Managing Director
for the longest awhile. The
truth of the matter is the
Supervisory Board can only
nominate candidates for the
positions, but it is only the
Government can appoint
persons as directors. There
candidates for those posi-
tion on Government’s desk
pending a decision since last
year.

Government, in the mean-
time, has decided to send
home the board of NV
GEBE, which can only
make a bad situation even
worse. A company that is
the cornerstone of the St.
Maarten economy will have,
in the height of the tour-
ist season, no supervisory
board and no stable director
at the helm.

In addition to all of this
confusion in the company,
GEBE has to buy a new
engine this year to keep
pace with the demand for
electricity on the island.
Even though Government
approved the purchase it
cannot happen without a
permanent director and a
supervisory board in place.
All of this confusion is an

accident waiting to happen.
Government has created a
frustrating situation which
can have explosive conse-
quences.

You mentioned about
nine projects in your press
release that need to be ex-
ecuted. How are all those
projects that you mentioned
going to be executed with
no director in place or one
with limited authority? The
workers’ needs on all levels
are neglected as a result of
no one being in charge. Are
you aware that our CLAs
expired since last year?

At the moment NV GEBE
is on automatic pilot with
no one in charge of it. Man-
agement blames the Su-
pervisory Board, and the
Supervisory Board blames
Government, which results
in  Government blaming
the management. This goes
round and round; the ques-
tion is when is all this going
end?

Mr. Lake is a supporter
and coalition partner in this
government with the re-
sponsibility for Ministry of
Public Works which includ-
ed GEBE; this put him in
a position to do something
about this mess. If he wants
NV GEBE to start invest-
ing back into the commu-
nity and executing projects
he has to take decisions. H
has to start by appointing
a Financial Director and a
Technical Director. Those
are the two most crucial po-
sitions needing to be filled
urgently. If people in the
Ministry are not cooperat-
ing, just give them a vote of
non-confidence.

Mr. Lake should not is-
sue another press release

complaining about lack of
action on the part of NV
GEBE. He is in charge and
has the responsibility to do
something about it. All the
chaos in GEBE was brought
about by Government’s in-
action. If he wants a sense
of tranquillity in NV GEBE
he has to take some action.
His next press release to
the public should be to let
us know when NV GEBE
director(s) are going to be
appointed. Then and only
then can we talk about proj-
ects that need to be execut-
ed. I am looking forward to
an early response from you
on this urgent matter MP
Maurice Lake

Antonio Brown

fuel clause making tickets
less expensive. Even util-
ity companies in the region
are doing the same. As a
Member of Parliament I
will like to know what is the
Minister of TEATT doing
with regard to GEBE and
their build up rates? Can
the same be done so that
the people can feel less
burdened with the cost of
electricity?

The Minister of TEATT
has not found time in her
schedule to address con-
sumer protection concerns.
The Minister holds a critical
function and needs to give
an account to the people
of St. Maarten on matters
that affect them. Cooking
gas has not received any de-
crease for the entire year of
2015 as far as I can recall.

The people of Curagao
pay NAf. 40.00 for a 100Ib
bottle and NAf. 8.00 for a
20Ib bottle of cooking gas.
On Bonaire, the cost of
LPG is even cheaper with
the cost being NAf. 27.31
for a 100Ibs bottle and NAf.
7.31 for a 201b bottle. In St.
Maarten, the published
price for a 100 Ib bottle is
NAf. 112.96, while busi-
nesses are charging the old
price of NAf. 153.00, the
published price for a 20Ib
bottle is NAf. 21.73, but
businesses are selling it for
NAT. 42.00.

The much-awaited answer
to the cries of when will the
people of St. Maarten feel
a relief after the constant
decrease of international
oil prices, is still waiting. I
have campaigned on the
premise to look out for

__:-"’,.,'_

The family of the late
Imelda Augusta
Richardson - Carti

would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to ev-
eryone that has kept our family in their prayers,
thoughts and has expressed their sympathy in our

time of bereavement.

Thank you and God bless.

—
e

the needs and betterment the December 1, 2015 re-
of the people and so doing quest and the new request
will continue to monitor that will be sent.

developments and request
that urgent audience of the
Minister, hoping that the
Minister will honour both

Leona Marlin-Romeo
Independent Member
of Parliament

. For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, said the
i d, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an_
\ expected end. (Jeremiah 29:11)
For myibrethren and companion’s sakes, I will now say.
s Peace be within thee. (Psalm 121:8)
It is with deep sad that we e the peaceful
passing of our beloved son, brother, father, grandfather
and friend:

-

Giraud Antoine
better known as “Monchi” & “Uncle”
Sunrise: September 9™, 1961 - Sunset: February 14", 2016

Raymond

Left to mourn his:

Mother: Mrs Josephine Antoine - John Baptist
(Aruba)

Wife: Mrs. Evangelista Antoine Jorge (SXM)

Sisters: Veronica Antoine & Family (SXM),
Piola van Heyningen & Family (Aruba),
Lucy Irwin & Family (Aruba).

Brothers: Mathias Antoine & Family (Jamaica)
and Raphael Antoine & Family (SXM)

Children: Janila Antoine & Family (Nether-
lands), Jeandaline Martina (SXM),
and Jordan Antoine (SXM.)

Stepchild: Arisleidi Martinez (Dom. Rep.)

Mother-in-law:
Grandchildren:

Maria Ogenia Jorge de Rosario
Reighjan “King” Antoine and Chiara
Seebaren

Aunts: Mathilda Felix & Family (Texas) and
Yonna Celaire & Family (UK)
Uncle: Joseph John-Baptist (Texas)

Special Cousins: ~ Chrisma Amantrading & Family

(Cur.) and Kiki Amantrading & Family

(Aruba)

Special nieces & nephew: Joel, Corrisse and Anisha

Goddaughter: Johanna Wever

Cousins, nephews and nieces too numerous to mention

Very close friends: Noreen Labega, Irma Woods, Arthur
Lugisse, Sam Hodge, Joseph Dollison,
Roland Arrindell, Patrick Lloyd,
Fernando Richardson, Carlos Rich-
ardson, Claudius Buncamper, Stanley
Faneyte, Steven Roberts, Inez Garcia,
Marco (Turning Point), Lisa and
Milene.

Friends, neighbors too numerous to mention.

Raymond was a former employee of I.C.E and Public Works.

He was related to the following families:

Antoine, John-Baptist, Celaire, Armantrading, Irwin, Van

Heyningen, Lourens, Berry, Martina and Jorge de Rosario.

If during our time of grief we have forgotten anyone, please
accept our apology, it was indeed done unintentionally.
The funeral service will be held on: Friday, February 26th,
2016. At: Risen Christ Catholic Church, South Reward
Viewing: 1:00 pm. - 2:00 pm.

Service: 2:00 pm.

Interment will be at: Cul de Sac Cemetery.

| Management and staff of Emerald Funeral Home would like
to extend our deepest sympathy to the bereaved families.
May His Soul Rest in Eternal Peace
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PAD, YOU NEED TO GRAB THIS
NOUTURE THIMG BY THE REINS.
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By Nancy Black

Today’s Birthday (February 26) — Advance professionally
this year. Social expansion pays. Reach a personal goal (af-
ter 3/8), before shared financial changes (after 3/23). Income
grows over the next two years (after 9/9), with Jupiter in Li-
bra. Partnership sparks newly (after 9/1), opening new per-
sonal options (after 9/16). Follow your dreams.

To get the advantage, check the day’s rating: 10 is the easiest
day, 0 the most challenging.

Aries (March 21-April 19) — Today is an 8 — Collaborations
produce results. Work together. The more you do, the more
you discover that needs to be done. Coordinate strategies
and plans. Avoid silly arguments. Someone else gets through
where you can’t. Make promises.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Today is a 7 — Navigate chaos at
work. A difficult situation is making you stronger. Don’t take
big risks now. Do what you know works. Take a traditional
approach, with trusted methods. Support loved ones with up-
setting circumstances.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) — Today is a 6 — Slow down and
relax. Manage a startling development. Deal with changes
without complaining. With an emotional response, let some-
one else speak for you. Upgrade your equipment if neces-
sary. Someone’s saying nice things about your game.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) — Today is a 5 — Finish a home proj-
ect that has dragged out. Work on an improvement that pro-
vides more support. Explore clever ideas online. What you
need doesn’t need to be expensive. Repurpose something
under-utilized. Enjoy the results.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today is a 7 — Opportunities arise
through communications, with Mercury sextile Uranus.
You’re spurred to action. Knowledge and expertise provides
profits. Invest in newer technology (without touching sav-
ings). Outdoor diversions delight. Talk about what you’d love
to see happen.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today is an 8 — Financial condi-
tions seem unsettled. Don’t let a big change destroy your
domestic tranquility. Wait to see what develops. Rely on the
wisdom of your elders. Present your argument tactfully. Ac-
cept help from those with experience.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today is an 8 — Slow down to navi-
gate surprises. Something doesn’t go as planned. Use clever
tactics. Shrewd decisions sidestep a controversy. Get help
with details. Talk about dreams and intuition, with Mercury
sextile Uranus. Share insights with family.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today is a 5 — Peace and quiet
soothe your spirit. Process emotions. Avoid chaos and con-
troversy. Consider and let go of something from the past. An
amazing development requires a second opinion. Maintain a
mystery. Neither borrow nor lend.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) — Today is an 8 — Provide lead-
ership in a group controversy. Listen to all considerations.
Offer advice only if asked. This is the test. You’re especially
clever, with Mercury sextile Uranus. Inventiveness, creativity
and inspiration come easily. Create solutions.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Today is a 6 — Brainstorm and
reap creative abundance, with Mercury sextile Uranus. Ask
questions. Listen to your intuition. A study date is both pro-
ductive and fun. A brilliant insight shatters an illusion. Chil-
dren surprise you.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) — Today is a 7 — Make a commit-
ment. Conserve resources, and be adaptable. Heed an excel-
lent idea from a friend, with Mercury sextile Uranus. Com-
munication opens unexpected doors. Share your knowledge
and inspiration. Form a new creative partnership.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) — Today is a 6 — Surprising news
causes some confusion. Listen to intuition. Don’t let a critic get
you down. Talk with people you trust. Keep respectful. Collabo-
rate. You’re in the eye of the storm. Clean up later. Friends help.
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By Queenie

SEND LETTERS TO
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g or e-mail

quéenie@thedailyherald.com

Dear Queenie,

A friend of mine is getting married and invited me to be
in her wedding party.

The thing is, the man she is marrying is a total jerk. He
has no education and bad manners, he can’t hold a job
and he takes out his troubles on her — he says whatever
goes wrong is her fault and never because of anything he
has done or not done or done wrong.

Queenie, how do I refuse her invitation without spoiling
our friendship?—Disapproving friend

Dear Disapproving,

I am not sure you can have it both ways. You could try
telling her you have a prior commitment that you simply
cannot get out of, but your friend may well see through
that excuse.

On the other hand, if you tell her what you have told
me your friend probably will resent your “judgmental at-
titude” and the righter you are, the more she will resent it.

You might want to consider being there for her on her
wedding day and praying that you are wrong about her
fiancé.

Only notices of fund-raising events for non-profit or edu-
cational organisations will be placed in the Events/Notices
column. Notices/Events should be sent to

notices@thedailyherald.com in the format used on this

page. Do not send fliers or press releases to this address.

NOTICES

VKS BIVAK

The Commander of the Voluntary Corps of St. Maarten
(VKS) announces they will be having a BIVAK starting
Friday, February 26 of from 4:00pm and ending Sunday
February 28 at 3:00pm. On Friday the VKS will be camp-
ing out on Emilio Wilsons Estate and on Saturday in
Cay Bay on both days the VKS will be making use of the
streets.

Youth leaders

Oranje Community School is looking for youth leaders. If
you are interested call Olivia Jacobs or Valeria Richards
at number 586-7948 for an appointment.

Youth Development

Youth Development Center Foundation offers sewing,
fashion design, nail technology, make-up, massage and
facial classes as well as it’s girls mentorship program...
persons interested in these programs can call 580-6796 /
0690 26.93.66 or email: Ydc.sxm@gmail.com

Old License Plates

Support the Museum by donating your old license plates
to the foundation. Plates can be dropped off at the mu-
seum in Speetjens alley directly across from the notary.
Tel: 542-4917.

Old License Plates

Donate your old license plates to the St. Maarten Ani-
mal Welfare foundation and help animals of St. Maarten.
Drop off at their logo shop at Dock Maarten (Chester-
field parking lot) or call 55 33 020.

Recruiting Members

Junior Chamber International Leaders, Innovation, Vi-
brant of Equality (JCI LIVE Soualiga) meets at the Uni-
versity of St. Martin starting 7:00pm every last Wednes-
day and are recruiting members. All interesting persons
please contact jcilivesoualiga@gmail.com or call 588-
1833 for more information.

Yoga for Seniors

Philipsburg Jubilee Library is offering free “Gentle Yoga”
classes for persons 50 plus on Mondays from 10:00 to
11:00am. For registration and information call: 5533020.

Volunteers Needed

Community Outreach Mentorship and Empowerment Cen-
ter (COME) is looking for volunteers in the following areas:
Adult Literacy Teachers, Cooks (Monday, Wednesday and
Friday) and an all-round person. For more information call
542-2575 or email: comecenter2012@gmail.com

Gardening Program

Community Development, Family & Humanitarian Af-
fairs (C.D.EH.A.) is now registering persons/families
for their new Backyard Gardening Program. For further
information and to register persons can contact the vari-
ous Community Help Desk’s at: Hope Estate 542-2802,
Cole Bay 5444302, Dutch Quarter 520-3418, St. Peters:
548-4633 or the main office at the Vineyard Building: 542-
1122/ 542-9925

Volunteers Needed

Walichi Basketball Association is looking for volunteers,
especially high school students in need of volunteer
hours. Volunteers in the categories of graphic design,
photographers, video editors, kitchen helpers, table scor-
ers and all around volunteers for the Ladies Basketball
Championship and upcoming Interscholastic Basketball
Championship. For more information call 581-8502 or
walichibasketball@gmail.com .

Music School

Andante Music School is registering students of all ages
for the new Music school year 2015-2016. For more infor-
mation call 520-1030 or 542-0727.

Jiu Jitsu, Kickboxing Classes

BJJ and Muay Thai Kickboxing classes are offered for
children and adults at Renzo Gracie St Maarten. Pre-
registration required for children classes. All classes take
place at SXM BJJ 15 Wellington Rd. 2nd Floor. Cole Bay.
For more information call 580-3894 or email info@sxm-

bjj.com

Female Soccer Team

FC Soualiga is looking for ladies to join its female soc-
cer team. Practice takes place at Raoul Illidge Sports
Complex in Cay Hill every Tuesday and Thursday, 7:00-
8:30pm. Contact fcsoualiga@gmail.com, phone number
559-7482, Facebook: FC Soualiga, or visit during practice
hours, if interested.

Volunteers Needed

Beyond Kultura is seeking volunteers to organise, write
project proposals, just be a hands-on person with lots of
creativity to help out in projects. Call for an orientation
meeting on 527-1223 or email beyondkultura@gmail.com

Steel Pan Classes

Adults and children 5 and over are advised to register for
steel pan afterschool classes at Dow’s Musical Founda-
tion. Registration forms can be collected at A.Th. Illidge
Road 48, Lower Princes Quarter, St Maarten (behind Fir-
gos Paper and Oduber agencies). For more information
call 542-6971.

Support Group

Women of Destiny Support Group for single mothers
meets on the second Monday of every month at Chris-
tian Faith Ministry love hall in Dutch Quarter at 7:30pm
(purple church). Tel.

587-6553.

Dance Classes

Dance Theater of St.
Maarten will be register-
ing students ages 3+ for
classes. For detailed sched-
ule and new tuition rates,
visit our website www.
dancesxm.com, e-mail us
at info@dancesxm.com or
call 520-6914.

MOTHER KING®

Powerful Spiritual Specializing in:
Reuniting Lovers.
Stops divorce,
separation.
Removes negativity
Restores happiness.
Calls enemies by
name.

Healer.

Holy Religious
Woman

[Severe case specialist.

Truly Gifted

Free HIV testing

St. Maarten AIDS Foundation is offering free and con-
fidential HIV testing at its office Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays, 9:00am to 12:00pm. Results are available
in 15 minutes. If these hours are not convenient call 553-
2626 to make an appointment. The office is on the second
floor of the Blue Point building in Cole Bay (across from
Tropicana Casino). Parking and entrance at the back of
the building.

Volunteers Needed

St Maarten Red Cross is looking for volunteers. Inter-
ested persons can visit their building or call 545-2333 or
586-5330 for more information.

Positive Thinking

Brahma Kumaris St. Maarten invites persons to its on-go-
ing free meditation and Positive Thinking courses at Raj
Yoga Centre, 16 Front Street. Call 524-2554 or 542-0541
for more information.

Community Reading Class

Organised by the Salvation Army at Union Road #59,
Cole Bay, every Monday, Wednesday and Thursday, 2:30-
4:30pm.

Programme for Alcoholics

Al-Anon is a non-profit 12-step programme in partner-
ship with Alcoholics Anonymous available for persons,
family and friends of persons who may have a problem
with alcoholism. The support group meets at Red Cross
on Airport Boulevard every Monday and Friday, 6:00-
7:00pm. For information call 527-1343.

Opening Hours

St. Maarten National Heritage Foundation informs the
general public that the museum opening hours are Mon-
day-Friday, 10:00am to 4:00pm.

Foster Parents Needed

Foundation Judiciary Institutes Windward Islands
(FJIWTI)/Stichting Justitiele Inrichtingen Bovenwinden
(SJIB), is looking for foster parents: permanent foster
parents, weekend/vacation foster parents and emergen-
cy/crisis foster parents. For more information 542-3449.
Email inquiries can be sent to sjib@sintmaarten.net.

HOPE Meetings

HIV/AIDS support group HOPE is inviting all HIV posi-
tive persons to attend their monthly meetings. For more
information contact Dr. Gerard van Osch, tel. 544-5374,
during office hours.

Volunteers Needed

St. Maarten Animal Welfare Foundation is seeking volun-
teers during the morning hours for special activities. For
more information call 520-8887.

Volunteers Needed

Les Quatre Pattes/PAWS animal association has several
opportunities available for those seeking to help the ani-
mals on the island. Volunteers willing to help call 0690-
34-04-07 or 552-0407.

Animal Volunteer

Animals R Friends Foundation needs volunteers 15
years and older who are not afraid of handling animals
for various tasks: feeding cats and dogs, walking dogs,
guest-speakers for ARF, lesson materials for schools,
etc. For more information call at 556-1191/527-0527/520-
7365/526-0113 or e-mail: arf_sxm@yahoo.com.

SEER MEDIUM
Discretion Assured

Sacred to the first contest winner Led medium from
1998 to present. Specialist, even in the most urgent
desperate cases. I solve all your problems, family,
commercial, administrative, legal, agricultural,
bewitchment, luck, work, bad luck, return of the
beloved. Protect you & your business.

Do not stay alone with your problems and anxiety.
100% results guaranteed in 3 days.
Tel: (590)690 128279 or +1721 526-4618.




46

People

THE DAILY HERALD, Friday, February 26, 2016

It is 0 man's world {again) in
the Oscars hest picture race

LOS  ANGELES--From
abandoned astronauts to
testosterone-fueled ~ Wall
Street  traders, dogged
reporters and frontiers-
men bent on revenge, it is
a man’s world in the best
picture race at Sunday’s
Oscars with women again
taking supporting roles.

The Oscars have not seen
a female-led film win best
picture in a decade, since
“Million Dollar Baby” star-
ring Hillary Swank won the
top accolade in 2005.

The #OscarsSoWhite
backlash that took place
this year after no actors
of colour were nominated
has overshadowed much
of the coverage of Holly-
wood’s awards season. Yet
the male-dominated race
is indicative of the larger

gender gap in Hollywood,
observers say.

Male stars from Leon-
ardo DiCaprio and Tom
Hardy to Christian Bale
and Matt Damon anchor
the frontrunners for best
picture this year in Wall
Street misdeeds film “The
Big Short,” pioneer-era re-
venge tale “The Revenant,”
Boston Globe’s Catholic
Church probe “Spotlight”
and space adventure “The
Martian”.

“Brooklyn” and “Room,”
both female-driven films
and whose leads are both
nominated for best actress,
are included in the pack,
but neither film is predicted
by awards pundits to win
the best picture contest.

“A woman’s film is always
harder to get made at a stu-

915
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TV 15 (local)
Channel 115 SXM Cable

Friday, February 26

8:00am SXM Daily News (rr)

8:30am Primetime with Beverly Hyman
9:00am Caribbean Newsline

9:30am Caribbean Workout

10:00am Program on HIV

11:00am Music Videos

5:00pm Music Videos

5:30pm Caribbean Newsline

6:00pm Music Videos

7:00pm DCOMM

7:30pm SXM Daily News

8:00pm Music Videos

9:00pm Music Videos/Robbie’s Lottery
10:00pm Caribbean Passport/Caribbean Lottery
10:30pm Transparence TV

11:00pm  SXM Daily News (r)

11:30pm Caribbean Newsline

)

BVN (Dutch/Flemish) TV
Channel 122 SXM Cable
Channel 23 WIN

Friday, February 26

12:00pm 'VRT Journaal

12:30pm Van Gils & Gasten
1:15pm Rot op naar je eigen land
1:55pm Tussen Kunst en Kitsch
2:40pm Binnenstebuiten

3:05pm NOS Journaal

3:10pm Sesamstraat

3:25pm Sesamstraat 10 voor...
3:40pm Uki

3:45pm Het Klokhuis

4:00pm Jill

4:15pm Blokken

4:40pm Thuis

5:05pm Dagelijkse kost

5:25pm EenVandaag

5:50pm NOS Sportjournaal
6:00pm VRT Journaal

6:45pm De Wereld Draait Door
7:35pm NOS Journaal

7:55pm Weerbericht Europa/Afrika
8:00pm Flikken Rotterdam
8:55pm TV Show

9:40pm Studio Sport Eredivisie
10:10pm Nieuwsuur

11:00pm ‘Weerbericht Amerika/Caribién
11:05pm Jinek

11:50pm

Iedereen beroemd

dio,” veteran film producer
Lynda Obst told Reuters.
“They (studios) have never
been convinced that a fe-
male market 100 percent
exists.”

That is despite the box of-
fice success of big budget
films with female leads, in-
cluding Jennifer Lawrence
in “The Hunger Games”
franchise, Shailene Wood-
ley in the “Divergent” se-
ries, Scarlett Johansson’s
“Lucy” and newcomer
Daisy Ridley in “Star Wars:
The Force Awakens”. But
studio executives attrib-
ute the success of those
films to the popularity of
the star actress rather than
the strength of the female
movie-going audience, said
Obst, who has produced
films such as “Sleepless in
Seattle” and “Interstellar”.

According to a study pub-
lished this week, women
made up only one-third
of speaking characters in
414 Hollywood movies and
TV shows in 2014. “Award
shows can only be a reflec-
tion of the material out
there,” said Katherine Phil-
lips, professor of leader-
ship and ethics at Columbia
Business School.

Much of the problem,
Phillips said, lies in movie
studios sticking to business
models that have worked
in the past, leading to “his-
tory repeating itself over
and over again.” Films with
popular male leads tend to
do well on average at the
box office, so the formula is
replicated.

“The film industry has
been lazy,” Phillips said.
“You have choices to
make and there are easier
choices, lazier choices and
sometimes harder choices
to make about diversifying
what you’re showing peo-
ple.”

The cast of “Spotlight” (from left:) Billy Crudup, Brian d’Arcy James, Mark Ruffalo, Rachael
McAdams, John Slattery, Michael Keaton and Liev Schreiber, hold their awards for Outstand-
ing Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture as they pose backstage at the 22nd Screen
Actors Guild Awards in Los Angeles, California January 30, 2016.

Dying dad, sick son hooted off
plane to applause return home

SEATTLE--A boy on a va-
cation with his dying father
was back home in Arizona
on Thursday, days after
the 7-year-old suffered a
dog allergy attack and the
family was removed from
a flight home to applause
from passengers, his moth-
er said.

The trio was at the tail end
of a bucket-list vacation to
the U.S. Northwest so the
boy’s father, George, who
has terminal throat cancer,
could visit family, when
the child suffered a severe
allergy attack from being
near a dog brought on the
plane, she said.

“Shame on you for being
so cruel,” Christina Alva-
rado wrote on Facebook
after her family was taken
off a Monday flight from
Bellingham, Washington to
the Phoenix area.

She told local broadcaster
KINGS that her son, Gio-
vanni, broke out in hives
and began scratching soon
after the family boarded
the flight. The family alert-
ed a flight attendant, who

o

TV CARIB

TV-CARIB (local)

Channel 10 WITN
Friday, February 26
6:30am Facing the Day
7:00am TV-Carib Informer (r)
7:40am Noticias en Espanol (r)
12:05pm Viewpoint PJD2
Program Rotation
5:00pm Playtime
6:30pm In Depth with Andrew Bishop
7:00pm Fitness with Bella
7:30pm Talk Art
8:00pm TV-CARIB Informer
8:40pm DCOMM
9:00pm Live Lottery Drawings
10:00pm Noticias en Espanol/Que Farandula!

“smirked” and said that
dogs are on every flight, Al-
varado wrote on Facebook.
As the family left, a num-
ber of the 151 passengers
onboard the Airbus 319 ap-
plauded, she said.
Allegiant Air, the sub-
sidiary of Las Vegas-based
Allegiant Travel Company
that operated the flight
on which the family was
traveling, said in a state-
ment that the family was
told to leave the plane and
rescheduled over safety
concerns for the boy. The
company said it apologized
to the family for the incon-
venience and booked them
on a new flight that landed
at Phoenix-Mesa Gateway
Airport late on Wednesday.
The family is not seeking

TeleCu

compensation from the air-
line, Phoenix broadcaster
ABCI15 reported. But Al-
varado said the incident
forced them to reschedule
his cancer treatments and
ruined what could be one of
their last family trips. “I am
sad this has to be a memory

with my dad,” Giovanni
told KINGS.
Chris Janelli, Executive

Director for the Center
for Canine Behavior Stud-
ies in Connecticut said
the incident might be in-
dicative of the relationship
people have with their pet
companions. “Perhaps the
stewardess and the pas-
sengers were saying, dogs
have as much a right to fly
as somebody who is allergic
to them,” Janelli said.

TeleCuragao
Channel 130 SXM Cable
Channel 8 WIN

Friday, February 26

6:00am Morgan Mainta - TCFM
6:30am Moru Bon Dia

9:30am Ban Halsa e Standarte
10:00am Tosti - TCFM

11:00am Vive la Salud - Zika
11:30am Freelands Properties
12:00pm Café CNN

12:30pm TeleNotisia Merdia
1:00pm Bo Tra’i Mérdia

3:30pm Teatro te den bo Kas
5:00pm Hoben Positivo (r)
6:00pm Herensia - George Curiel
7:00pm Party Time (r)

7:30pm Ban Halsa e Standarte (r)
8:00pm TeleNotisia

8:45pm Extra Plus

9:00pm ‘Wega di Number Korsou
9:10pm Partispashon di Morto
9:15pm Prinses Wihelmina Fonds
10:00pm Before & After Magazine (r)
11:00pm TeleNotisia (r)
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Graffiti artist turns Jerusalem
market into colourful canvas

JERUSALEM--A  smell
of spray paint drowns out
the odour of fresh fish and
meat as night falls on bus-
tling Mahane Yehuda, a
food market that is one of
Jerusalem’s most popular
shopping sites.

From early morning un-
til late evening, the Israeli
market’s narrow, covered
alleys are packed with local
shoppers and tourists push-
ing their way past packed
stalls in search of the best
fresh produce or juicy ke-
babs. But after dark, when
the stall owners shut up
shop for the night and roll
down their metal shutters,
the closed storefronts be-
come a personal canvas for
22-year-old artist Solomon

Souza.

In the past year, Souza,
helped by his friend, Berel
Hahn, who came up with
idea, has painted about 140
shutters with graffiti-style
murals of characters that
have inspired him, ranging
from biblical heroes to for-
mer Israeli prime ministers.

Souza’s tools for this
night’s job are about a
dozen spray-paint cans
and his smart-phone. His
glance alternated between
the phone, depicting Lucy
Abharish, a popular Arab-Is-
raeli news anchor, and the
three-metre-high (10 feet)
version of her he was creat-
ing, one spray at a time.

Mahane Yehuda mar-
ket, which over years has

experienced a number of
deadly Palestinian attacks
against shoppers, is also
one of Jerusalem’s hottest
night spots, with bars open
and music echoing through
the walkways until dawn.
Souza lifts the face mask
he wears against the fumes,
the straps of which squish
down on his skull cap worn
by orthodox Jews.

“I've had nightmares
about this,” the former
Londoner, said softly with a
smile. “So many shutters.”

Souza and friends who
help him, seek out store
owners to get permission
to paint their shutters, but
sometimes they approach
him and may ask for a
painting of someone spe-

)

The international jury for the 66th Berlinale International Film Festival pose for photos prior to
a news conference in Berlin February 11, 2016. Pictured are (L-R): British author Nick James,
French photographer Brigitte Lacombe, German actor Lars Eidinger, Jury President aciress
Meryl Streep, British actor Clive Owen, Polish director Malgorzata Szumowska and Italian
actress Alba Rohrwacher.

Streep says remark
taken out of context

LOS ANGELES--Oscar-
winning  actress ~ Meryl
Streep on Thursday said
her “We’re all Africans”
comment was taken out
of context, writing in the
Huffington Post about the
controversy she sparked up
amid Hollywood’s ongoing
diversity debate.

Streep, who earlier this
month headed up her first
international film jury at
the Berlin Film Festival,
said her comments to an
Egyptian reporter during
a press conference about
whether she was familiar
with cinema from Africa
and the Middle East, were
“distorted.”

“I was not minimizing dif-

ference, but emphasizing
the invisible connection
empathy enables, a thing so
central to the fact of being
human, and what art can
do: convey another per-
son’s experience,” Streep
wrote.

The furor over her com-
ments came amid an up-
roar in Hollywood over this
year’s all-white Oscar act-
ing nominees for a second
consecutive year, sparking
the #OscarsSoWhite dis-
cussion. The actress also
added in the piece enti-
tled “Setting The Record
Straight From Berlin” that
she was not asked at the
press conference about the
all-white jury at this year’s

festival.

“I did not “defend” the
“all-white jury,” nor would
I, if I had been asked to do
so. Inclusion -- of races,
genders, ethnicities and
religions -- is important to
me, as I stated at the outset
of the press conference,”
she said.

The comments from the
three-time Oscar winner,
one of the most admired
actresses of her generation,
quickly went viral and made
headlines around the world
as some critics expressed
disappointment. Others at
the time said her remarks
were taken out of context.

cific, such as a famous rabbi
or family member. Others
have given him free rein.

A few stalls down from
Aharish’s portrait, Souza
chose to paint Si Ali Sak-

Ultra-Orthodox Jewish men (L) walk past artist Solomon Souza, 22, as he spray-paints a por-
trait on the metal shutter of a closed storefront in Mahane Yehuda, one of Jerusalem’s most
popular outdoor markets on Thursday.

kat, a former mayor of Tu-
nis who helped save Jews
during the Nazi Holocaust.

Souza works for free and
said he looks to share his
sources of inspiration and

to add life to the market.
He hopes to bring in other
artists to help fill the re-
maining 200 or so shutters.

BBC culture allowed star to commit
sex crimes, but leading staff ynaware

LONDON--Britain’s glob-
ally respected broadcast-
er, the BBC, was told on
Thursday it was guilty of se-
rious failings in its handling
of Jimmy Savile, a celebrat-
ed TV and radio showman
revealed after death to
have been one of Britain’s
most prolific sex offenders.

Warnings about Savile’s
conduct went unheeded for
decades, a damning report
by a former judge said on
Thursday. It found no evi-
dence of a cover-up by the
BBC as an institution, how-
ever.

The report said there had
been - and still was - a pre-
vailing, macho culture at
the publicly-funded broad-
caster in which staff were
fearful of making com-
plaints, especially about
its top stars known inter-
nally as “The Talent”. That

meant senior managers
were kept in the dark, con-
cluded the report’s author,
former Appeal Court judge
Janet Smith. But a lawyer
for Savile’s victims called
the findings a “whitewash”
and implausible.

The Savile scandal burst
into public view in 2012
when British police said
Savile, one of Britain’s
best-known celebrities, had
abused hundreds of victims,
mainly youngsters, over six
decades until his death
aged 84 in 2011. Some of
the abuse took place at
hospitals where he was
renowned for his charity
work. He was knighted for
the latter. The revelations
plunged the BBC, funded
by an annual licence fee and
known around the world
for its news and dramas,
into crisis and prompted

allegations the broadcaster
had covered up his crimes.

“It seems to me that the
BBC could have known,”
the broadcaster’s director
general, Tony Hall, told a
media conference. “Just as
powerful as the accusation
‘you knew’, is the legitimate
question: ‘How could you
not have known?””

The Smith report conclud-
ed Savile had abused 72 vic-
tims in relation to his BBC
work over almost 50 years.
These included eight rapes,
including of a boy, 10, and
a girl, 13. The youngest vic-
tim was eight. Smith said
there had been five missed
opportunities to uncover
his misconduct and that
of fellow BBC personality
Stuart Hall, who was jailed
in 2013 for child sex crimes.
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Scandal-

ZURICH-- Scandal-
plagued CONCACAEF, the
soccer confederation for
North and Central Amer-
ica and the Caribbean, on
Thursday voted for wide-
ranging reforms after being
warned by its lawyers of seri-
ous consequences if it failed
to change its structure.
Miami-based CONCACAF,
one of the six confedera-
tions within FIFA, has been
at the centre of the scandal
at world soccer’s governing
body, which has seen 41 in-
dividuals and entities indict-
ed by the U.S. Department
of Justice.

FIFA is due to vote on its
own reform plans on Friday,
before electing a new presi-
dent to replace the banned
Sepp Blatter.

Representatives of CON-

——

hit CONCACAF
votes for reform package

CACAF’s 41-member asso-
ciations were given a brief-
ing by the body’s lawyers in
Miami earlier this month
where they were urged to
back a comprehensive re-
form package.

The lawyers warned of dif-
ficulties with broadcast part-
ners, sponsors and banks,
FIFA itself and the risk of
government action, includ-
ing possible disbandment, if
change was not enacted.

After a lengthy debate on
minor details of the reforms,
CONCACAF delegates,
gathered in a Zurich hotel,
voted unanimously for the
reform package.

The reforms will separate
a representative Council,
charged with policy formu-
lation, from a General Sec-
retariat, which will handle

§t. Maarten Soccer Association (SIVTSA) President Sudesh
Singh and General Secretary Danaé Daal, are in Switzer-
land to take part in the CONCACAF and FIFA Congresses.

§t. Maarten represented af the FIFA
Extraordinary Congress in Zirich

ZURICH- St. Maarten
Soccer Association
(SMSA) President
Sudesh Singh and Gen-
eral Secretary Danaé
Daal, traveled to Swit-
zerland on Wednesday
to take part in the CON-
CACAF and FIFA Con-
gresses held on Thursday
and Friday. The CON-
CACAF Extraordinary
Congress took place on
the Thursday and mem-
bers voted on reforms,
including revisions to
the CONCACAF’s stat-
utes. (See related story.)

On Friday St. Maarten

will also be present for
the FIFA Extraordinary
Congress. During this
Congress, members of
FIFA will vote on the
new draft FIFA Statutes
that will strengthen how
international ~ Football
is governed. Also a new
FIFA President will be
elected.

Currently St. Maarten
is only a member of
CONCACAE.  One of
the main goals of the
SMSA is to begin pro-
cess and apply for FIFA
membership.

day-to-day business matters.

A new independent Ethics
Committee will be formed
and a series of positions will
be held over on commit-
tees for independent figures
without links to the game.

The CONCACAF Council
will include three non-vot-
ing independent members
and all elected officials will
be subject to a 12-year term
limit.

“Today is a landmark day
for football governance in
CONCACAEF, we fully un-
derstand that it is the start
of a long journey but today
is a very important day,”
said Canadian Soccer As-
sociation president Victor
Montagliani, a member of
the CONCACAF Executive
Committee.

“The membership came
together to make signifi-
cant changes -- yes, organi-
sational changes but also
an opportunity for cultural
change too,” he said.

The last three CON-
CACAF presidents have all
been indicted by the U.S.
Department of Justice as
part of its probe into corrup-
tion in the game.

o~

Caribbean Gems School
meet set for Sunday

COLE BAY—The Carib-
bean Gems Elementary
Schools Inter-School Swim
Meet will be held at host
Carib Swim Team pool in
Cole Bay Sunday.

Schools can enter two
teams consisting of up to
16 swimmers each in grades
one to six. The competi-
tion will be divided into
boys and girls and by age

brackets of seven and un-
der, eight to nine, and 10
and up.

As the meet is sponsored
by Caribbean Gems there
will be no swimmer regis-
tration fee, but a $1 entry
fee will be charged for par-
ents and fans.

There will be 20 events
including 4 x 25m freestyle
relay, 25m backstroke,

100m, 50m and 25m free-
style, 50m back stroke, S0m
and 25m breast stroke, 25m
butterfly and 4 x 50 free-
style relay.

Medals will be award to
the top three in each event.
Food and drink will be on
sale.

Warm up starts at 8:00am
and the first swim is set for
9:00am.

MLB announces new slide rule
and pace-of-game changes

NEW YORK-- Rolling
slides to break up double
plays will not be permit-
ted starting with the 2016
season according to new
regulations adopted on
Thursday by Major League
Baseball and the Major
League Baseball Players’
Association.

The World Umpires As-
sociation also approved the
banishment of so-called
block slides after New York
Mets shortstop Ruben Teja-
da suffered a broken leg on
a takeout at second base in
last year’s playoffs by Los
Angeles Dodgers infielder
Chase Utley.

MLB and the players’ un-
ion also signed off on two
new pace of play initiatives
designed to help speed up
the game.

According to the new
sliding rules, a runner is
required to make a “bona
fide” attempt or an umpire
can call the runner and the
batter out.

“A runner will be spe-
cifically prohibited from
changing his pathway to
the base or utilizing a “roll
block” for the purpose of
initiating contact with the

fielder,” the new rule states.

Potential violations will be
subject to instant replay re-
view, as will “neighborhood
play” calls, which previ-
ously were exempted from
replay review.

A bona-fide slide occurs
when a makes contact with
the ground ahead of the
base, is in position to reach

the base with his hand or
foot and attempts to re-
main on the base without
changing his path to initiate
contact with a fielder.

The pace of play program
is being expanded from
last year to include timed
30-second visits to the
mound by managers and
coaches and a reduction

by 20 seconds of broadcast
breaks between innings.
MLB said last year’s pace
of game directives, which
included the batter’s box
rule and decreased break
time between innings and
pitching changes, resulted
in the average length of
games falling to 2:56:14
from 3:02:21.

There will be a meeting for baseball players age 10 to 13 that want to sign up for high perfor-
mance training at Coach Tony Rombley’s Baseball International School. The meeting will be
at the Little League Ballpark Wednesday at 6:00pm. Rombley already operates a BIS baseball
academy in Aruba. BIS will soon expand to include other age groups.
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Mercedes Formula One driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain speeds his car during the fourth
testing session ahead the upcoming season at the Circuit Barcelona-Catalunya in Montmelo,

Spain, February 25.

Hamilton hails ‘fantastic’
car as first test ends

BARCELONA-- Triple For-
mula One world champion
Lewis Hamilton hailed his
“fantastic’  Mercedes after
wrapping up the first pre-
season test with another 99
laps before lunchtime on
Thursday.

“It’s been an incredible
week of testing for us be-
cause we’ve done more mile-
age than we ever had before,”
the Briton told reporters at
the Circuit de Catalunya be-
fore handing over to German
team mate Nico Rosberg for
the afternoon session.

Rosberg did 86 laps on me-
dium tyres and said the car
felt quick as well as reliable,
even if Mercedes will not
start exploring its true pace
until next week’s second test.

“Before we came here the
team were talking about do-
ing 800km a day and I was
thinking they are crazy.
I've never done that in the
past...I've never had a week
like this when the car has just
kept going on and on and
on,” said Hamilton.

MCNEILL

Continued from page 52

out there and play again to-
morrow.”

McNeill moved into a
three-way tie at the top af-
ter twice saving par with 10-
foot putts on his outward
nine, and producing anoth-
er impressive par-save from
18 feet at the short 15th.

“It just seemed like when
I got on the green I made
it, or if I didn’t make it, it
was close to going in,” said
McNeill. “I don’t know how
many one-putts I had, but it
felt like quite a few.”

Northern Ireland’s world
number three Rory Mcllroy
and fifth-ranked American
Rickie Fowler, who head
a strong field at PGA Na-
tional, were among the late
starters on Thursday.

Hamilton did 342 laps in to-
tal, 156 of them on the first
day when the car was still
fresh out of the garage. That
works out at 1,592km, more
than five race distances at the
Spanish Grand Prix circuit.

With the V6 turbo hybrid
power units now in their
third year, reliability has
been much better across the
field than it was a year ago
with far fewer red flags to
stop the track action.

Even so, champions Mer-
cedes have far outstripped
their rivals in mileage terms,
a better benchmark at this
stage than outright pace be-
cause cars can have different
fuel loads.

Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen
was fastest on the final day,
ahead of Red Bull’s Daniil
Kvyat.

“The car looks fantastic,”
said Hamilton. “Obviously
we don’t know the pace of
the car just yet but what we
can say is that it’s gone the
distance and that’s half the
battle.”

McLaren’s Fernando Alon-
so, a double champion who
had a nightmare 2015 due

to the under-performing
Honda engine, had his spirits
lifted on Wednesday when he
managed 119 laps.

They dropped again on
Thursday, with the Spaniard
managing only three laps in
the morning and unable to
set an official time due to
a water leak in the Honda
power unit that occupied the
mechanics for the rest of the
afternoon.

“Today was disappointing
after starting the first couple
of days of the test so positive-
ly,” he said. “It’s not a major
problem and will be fixed in
time for next week’s test.”

Ferrari, closest rivals to
Mercedes last year, have
looked quick with Sebastian
Vettel fastest in the first two
days and Finnish team mate
Raikkonen sounding happy
enough as well.

“I am sure it’s going to be
a better car than last year’s,”
he said. “We are happy so far
even if we know there are
still a lot of things to do.”

The season starts with the
Australian Grand Prix in
Melbourne on March 20.

AIBA plan for pros in Rio
is farcical, says Briton Smith

LONDON-- A proposal to
allow established profes-
sional boxers to compete in
the Olympic Games in Rio
this year is farcical, one of
Britain’s leading boxing ad-
ministrators said.

Ching-Kuo Wu, head of
the International Boxing
Association (AIBA), said
on Wednesday he wanted
to see top-ranked pros like
Floyd Mayweather compet-
ing for gold medals, possi-
bly as soon as this year. The
AIBA organises the Olym-
pic boxing matches.

The AIBA executive com-
mittee would still need to
approve Wu’s plans. And
Robert Smith, general sec-
retary of the British Box-
ing Board of Control, says
those plans are unworkable.

“I can’t see how it would
work to be honest,” Smith
told Reuters on Thursday.
“Are you really going to
put in Floyd Mayweather
against some little boy who
has qualified through the
Olympic system in Rio?
There is a gulf in class and
ability.

“It’s farcical to think this
could happen in time for
Rio. How can you just click
your fingers and just sort it
out now?”

Amateur boxers are se-
lected for the Olympics
in various ways, including
the world amateur cham-
pionships and continental
qualifying tournaments in
Africa, the Americas, Asia
and Europe.

Pros with less than 15
bouts are eligible to enter
the qualification process
under current AIBA rules,
but Smith said it would be
unfair to invite experienced
professionals.

“At the present time you
have boxers going around

Golden State Warriors forward Harrison Barne

&
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s (40) drives past Orlando Magic guard Elfrid
Payton (4) during the first quarter of a basketball game at Amway Center in Florida. Warriors
won 130-114. (Reinhold Matay-USA TODAY Sports.)

the world trying to qualify
for the Olympics. Are you
going to say, ‘thanks very
much but goodbye, we are
going to have somebody
else’,” said Smith, whose
organisation has overseen
professional boxing in Brit-
ain since 1929.

Smith also doubts profes-
sional world champions
would want to jeopardise
their careers by taking part
in three-round contests that
bear little resemblance to
professional bouts.

“Is a professional boxer go-
ing to drop everything to go
and fight in the Olympics?
Pros take three rounds to
warm up. It’s a different
discipline,” he said.

“I wouldn’t have thought
anyone who’s already been
there, done it, been a world
champion, wants to go back
and jeopardise what they’ve
already achieved.”

Under Wu’s leadership,
the AIBA set up the semi-

professional World Series
Boxing in 2011, in which
boxers can earn money
fighting  for  city-based
teams. He was also helped
introduce women’s boxing
to the Olympics in London
four years ago.

“It is an IOC policy to
have the best athletes in
the Games,” he said on
Wednesday, “and of the
international federations,
AIBA is probably the only
one without professional
athletes in the Olympics.”

While reaction was luke-
warm at best, the British
Amateur Boxing Associa-
tion (BABA) left the door
slightly ajar.

“The proposals have the
potential to broaden the
talent pool from which we
are able to select boxers and
we look forward to hearing
more about them in due
course,” it said in a state-
ment.

Sunderland wonderland would
be five wins, says Allardyce

ENGLAND-- Manager Sam Allardyce has set second from
bottom Sunderland a target of five wins from the rest of the
season, starting at his former club West Ham United on Sat-

urday.

Allardyce joined Sunderland in October with the club yet
to win a Premier League game this term and has guided his
players to six victories including a 2-1 defeat of Manchester

United earlier this month.

“We have got to find a minimum of five wins...between now
and the end of the season to be safe,” he told a news confer-

ence on Thursday.

“We’ve won three, drawn two and lost two in our last seven,
which has been the best run since I've been here.”

Allardyce took over at West Ham when they were relegated
in 2011 and won immediate promotion back to the top flight.

He left the Londoners at the end of last season when his
contract expired, amid complaints from some fans about the

team’s playing style.

Slaven Bilic, manager of seventh-placed West Ham, has
praised Allardyce for the work he did at Upton Park and be-
lieves Sunderland can avoid the drop.

“Sam got us up straight away and stabilised us in the Pre-
mier League so he did a great job here,” said Bilic.

“Sunderland are very organised, they are showing not only
the quality but the character. There is still a long way to go
for them but they have a big chance to stay in the league.”
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Glohal game missing ‘Tiger’

File photo of Tiger Woods before he needed back surgery.

FLORIDA- While excit-
ing young guns Jordan
Spieth, Rory Mcllroy
and Jason Day have
been pivotal in drawing
a wide audience to the
game, the sport is miss-
ing the ‘Tiger’ factor
when it comes to ‘fringe
fans’, says a leading golf
executive.

Tiger Woods, the great-
est player of his genera-
tion and arguably of all
time, has not competed
since August after en-
during setbacks in his
recovery from back sur-
geries and has not set a
timetable for his return
to the PGA Tour.

“You can never replace
Tiger Woods, just like
you can’t replace Arnold
Palmer, Jack Nicklaus,
and Gary Player,” Ken
Kennerly, executive di-
rector of the PGA Tour’s
Honda Classic which is
being played this week,
told Reuters.

“Tiger, it’s difficult
to replace him. In my
opinion, without him in
the game, we’re missing
something.

“Tiger Woods is still Ti-
ger Woods, and when he
showed up at the Wynd-
ham Championship

last year in August and
played well, and was (in)

®(599) 544-2051

one of the last couple
(of) final groups ... the
(television) ratings were
off the charts.”

Woods had his best
tournament in nearly
two years at the Wynd-
ham Championship in
North Carolina where
he flirted with the lead
but missed several birdie
opportunities in the final
round before finishing
four strokes behind win-
ner Davis Love III.

“Does it minimize the
negative impact that
Tiger has by not partici-
pating? Probably a lit-
tle,” said Kennerly, who
is also a golf executive
with sports management

company IMG.
“He still delivers that
fringe fan that golf

needs. We saw it directly
when Tiger hurt himself
and couldn’t play last
year’s Honda Classic ...
the spike in ticket sales
we normally get leading
up to the tournament
had softened a little bit.

“What does that mean
in dollars and cents?
Probably a couple of
hundred thousand dol-
lars that we did not see,
that would have come
through the gates be-
cause people still wanted
to see Tiger. He is still
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factor, says top executive
_ % =

an enormous asset for
this game.”

While the timing of
14-times major champi-
on Woods’ return to the
game is still unknown,
Kennerly is excited by
the impact already made
by American world num-
ber one Spieth, second-
ranked Australian Day
and third-ranked Mcll-
roy of Northern Ireland.

“Luckily with Rory and
Rickie (Fowler) and
Jordan and Jason Day,
and Bubba (Watson)
and Adam Scott, and
all these guys ... we have
great young players that
are certainly carrying
their own weight,” Ken-
nerly said.

“Look at Rickie Fowl-
er, what he’s done this
year. They (Spieth, Day
and Mcllroy) came out
very boldly with talk of
the next ‘Big Three’, and
then Rickie rebounded.

“He made a statement
at HSBC and then at
Phoenix a couple of
weeks ago where he al-
most won.”

American Fowler
fought off a late charge
from Mcllroy and Bel-
gian Thomas Pieters
to win the European
Tour’s Abu Dhabi HSBC
Championship last
month before losing out
in a playoff with Japan’s
Hideki Matsuyama for
the Phoenix Open two
weeks later.

Those performances
lifted the 27-year-old
Fowler to fourth in the
world rankings, prompt-
ing speculation about
the development of a
‘Big Four’ of young guns
along with Spieth, aged
22, Day (28) and Mcll-
roy (26).
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File photo of United States goalkeeper Hope Solo (1) making a save against Costa Rica.
United States defeated Costa Rica 5-0. Now Solo is considering skipping the Rio Games due
to Zika concerns. (Jerome Miron-USA TODAY Sports.)

US soccer’s Solo, worried ahout
Zika, says may skip Rio Games

WASHINGTON- - Re-
nowned U.S. soccer player
Hope Solo said Thursday
she was unlikely to join
her teammates for the Rio
Olympic Games without
more information about
Zika as she hoped to have
children and was concerned
about the virus’ health ef-
fects.

“Until T know more, I
don’t feel like I can make
a really informative deci-
sion... If things stood as
they are right now, I prob-
ably would not go,” she said
in an interview on CBS’
“This Morning” program.

Solo, the 34-year-old goal-
keeper who helped the U.S.
Women’s team capture the
World Cup last summer,
said she was not yet mak-
ing a final decision. She was
hopeful the spread of Zika
could be contained in the
months leading up to the
start of the Games in Au-
gust in Brazil, where the
mosquito-borne virus has
been linked to thousands of
birth defects.

The United States Olym-
pic Committee has said
people concerned for their
health should consider not
attending the Games.

“I hope we get some clear,
concrete  answers  very
soon,” she said. “I'm a lit-
tle skeptical to be honest ...
it’s scary, and I have a lot of
reservations about going to
the Olympics,” Solo added,
pointing to Wednesday’s
World Health Organiza-
tions warning that the Zika
outbreak would likely wors-
en.

WHO declared the out-
break an international
health emergency on Feb.
1, citing a likely strong re-
lationship between Zika
infection during pregnancy

and microcephaly, a birth
defect where an infant’s
head is smaller than those
of other babies of the same
gender and age. Scientists
were also studying a poten-
tial link to Guillain-Barre, a
neurological disorder.

Brazil said it has con-
firmed more than 580 cases
of microcephaly, and con-
siders most of them to be
related to Zika infections
in the mothers. Brazil is
investigating an additional
4,100 suspected cases of
microcephaly.

Scientists are scrambling
to better understand Zika,
with results from a major
study expected in May, just
ahead of the Rio Games’
start in August.

In the meantime, U.S.
health officials have offered
guidelines, and President
Barack Obama separately
on Thursday signaled hope
for a vaccine.

One of the world’s most fa-
mous players, Solo said that
not all of her teammates,
who vary in age and may
not want children, would
skip the Games, and that
the team remained focused
on clinching the gold medal
following their World Cup
championship.

“First and foremost, we
want to be back-to-back
champions. It’s never been
done before, and I want to
be part of that” she told
CBS.

However, Solo said, at
some point she hoped to
start a family. She is mar-
ried to former National
Football League player Jer-
ramy Stevens, 35.

“I don’t to be worried, I
don’t want those anxieties,
I don’t want the constant
tests. I don’t want to risk
the safety of a child, the
health of a child,” Solo said.

UEFA opens way for « woman
to sit on executive commitiee

ZURICH-- At least one woman will be elected to the execu-
tive committee of European soccer’s governing body UEFA
for the first time in May, delegates decided at an extraordi-

nary Congress on Thursday.

‘Women’s soccer is growing in popularity around the world,
and proposals to give women more say in the running of the
sport were part of a package of measures drawn up by global
governing body FIFA last year in the wake of a huge corrup-

tion scandal.

UEFA delegates voted to revise their statutes and reserve
at least one position for a woman elected at Congress and
not co-opted by the executive committee, as has been done

in the past.

The first woman likely to be elected at the Congress in Bu-
dapest in May will be Karen Espelund of Norway, who has
been a co-opted member of the executive since 2011.

Only one member from any country can sit on the executive
committee but the statutes were changed to allow two mem-
bers to sit from each country, if one is a woman.

The decisions were taken on the eve of a FIFA congress to
approve an overhaul of the sport’s governance and elect a
successor to the organisation’s president Sepp Blatter, who
this week lost an appeal to overturn a ban for ethics viola-
tions. There will be six women on the new FIFA council.



THE DAILY HERALD, Friday, February 26, 2016

FIFA aims to start afresh
with vote to replace Blatter

ZURICH-- Crisis-hit world
football governing body
FIFA faces one of the most
important days in its 112-
year history when it elects a
new leader on Friday hoping
to usher in a fresh era after
decades of tawdry contro-
Versy.

Delegates from more than
200 countries will vote for
a new president to succeed
Sepp Blatter, two days after
the disgraced Swiss and Eu-
ropean soccer chief Michel
Platini lost their appeals
against bans for ethics viola-
tions.

A wide-ranging set of re-
forms, which are designed
to prevent corruption, will
be voted on before the FIFA
election and are expected
to be passed. They include
term limits for top officials
and disclosure of their earn-
ings.

Whoever takes over from
Blatter, who ran FIFA for
17 years like a globe-trotting
head of state, will inherit a
very different job with the
focus on crisis management,
after dozens of international
soccer officials were indicted
in the United States last year
for racketeering, money-
laundering and bribery.

Asian Football Confedera-
tion (AFC) president Sheikh
Salman bin Ebrahim Al
Khalifa is the bookmaker’s
favourite with UEFA's Swiss
general secretary Gianni In-
fantino a close second.

Jordanian Prince Ali Bin Al
Hussein believes he is still
firmly in the race however,
while Frenchman Jerome
Champagne and South Afri-
can Tokyo Sexwale will hope
to make an impact.

There was little indication
on Thursday, though, that
the vote would be anything
other than a two-horse race
between Sheikh Salman and
Infantino.

“I am feeling good and
very positive. The support
I am receiving fills me with
confidence,” Infantino told
Reuters.

A spokesman for his Bah-
raini rival said: “Sheikh Sal-
man is very confident about
tomorrow’s vote.”

The CONCACAF con-
federation for North and
Central America and the
Caribbean opted against en-
dorsing a candidate and del-
egates suggested that sup-
port within the region was
divided.

With no block vote from
those 35 delegates, Africa’s
decision now looks set to be
the decisive factor.

African countries make up
more than a quarter of the
207 football associations

eligible to vote. On the final
day of campaigning, there
were sharply conflicting ver-
sions of how they would cast
their ballots.

While the vice-president of
their continental federation
said virtually all would back
Sheikh Salman, several del-
egates told Reuters the Afri-
can vote would be split.

Infantino has said he was
confident of winning more
than half of the African
votes, while Liberian soccer
chief Musa Bility predicted
the possibly unlikely scenar-
io of 27 of the region’s votes
going to Jordan’s Prince Ali.

“The world is waiting and
watching -- this is the biggest
milestone in the history of
FIFA. It will decide if FIFA
goes ahead as we want or if
it spirals down,” Prince Ali
told delegates.

Former anti-apartheid
militant turned businessman
and politician Sexwale de-
scribed FIFA as broken and
a damaged brand, though
he also referred to some of
those felled in the scandal as
“friends we have lost”.

Infantino repeated his
promise to offer each of FI-
FA's members $5 million to
invest in the sport over four
years, more than doubling
the $2.05 million each feder-
ation got from 2011-14. He
said this could be achieved
“easily” by tackling the cost

structure of FIFA.
Bahrain’s Salman was again
more cautious, though,

speaking of a ‘realistic’ in-
crease in funding.

“For me, if the numbers are
right, we can increase -- but
I am not ready to mortgage
FIFAs future in winning an
election.”

French outsider Cham-
pagne took a shot at Infanti-

no’s globe-trotting campaign
by saying the election had
been “unbalanced”.

“I did not have a private jet
to visit you, take a photo and
then tweet and say I have got
the endorsement,” he said to
laughter from delegates.

Prince Ali told UEFA del-
egates if he won the election
he would appoint a Euro-
pean as his secretary general
but did not offer up a name.

FIFA was plunged into
turmoil by the corruption
scandal that broke last year,
beginning with a dawn raid
to arrest delegates at a Swiss
luxury hotel.

Criminal investigations led
by the United States and
Switzerland have spanned
dozens of countries, focus-
ing largely on the award-
ing of lucrative broadcast
and marketing rights to the
world’s most popular sport.

They are also examining
the process by which FIFA
awarded the next two World
Cups to Russia and Qatar.

Acting FIFA president Issa
Hayatou appealed to FIFA
members in what he called
one of the most important
weeks in the history of global
football, calling on them to
back the package of reforms
on governance.

“I urge each of you to sup-
port the reforms in full here
this week, and then to imple-
ment them to their entirety
at home,” Hayatou said in
an address aimed at the six
confederations that run soc-
cer around the world.

“This will send a strong
message that we have lis-
tened and that we are taking
the action necessary to give
football the foundation, and
protection, it needs for the
future.”

Europa League last 32 results

FC Basel -

Porto -

Athletic Club -

Thursday, February 25, second leg
St Etienne
Basel win on away goals after 4-4 on aggregate.
Borussia Dortmund  0-1
Dortmund win 3-0 on aggregate.

Manchester United - Midtjylland 5-1
United win 6-3 on aggregate.

Molde - Sevilla 1-0
Sevilla win 3-1 on aggregate.

Napoli - Villarreal 1-1
Villarreal win 2-1 on aggregate.

Tottenham Hotspur -  Fiorentina 3-0

Hotspur win 4-1 on aggregate.
Olympique Marseille 1-1
Club win 2-1 on aggregate.

Bayer Leverkusen - Sporting 3-1
Leverkusen win 4-1 on aggregate.

FK Krasnodar - Sparta Prague 0-3
Prague win 4-0 on aggregate.

Lazio - Galatasaray 3-1
Lazio win 4-2 on aggregate.

Liverpool - FC Augsburg 1-0
Liverpool win 1-0 on aggregate.

Rapid Vienna - Valencia 0-4
Valencia win 10-0 on aggregate.

Schalke 04 - Shakhtar Donetsk ~ 0-3
Donetsk win 3-0 on aggregate.

Lokomotiv Moscow -  Fenerbahce 1-1

Fenerbahce win 3-1 on aggregate.

2-1

Liverpool’s Joao Carlo
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s Teixeira in action with Augburg’s Paul Verhaegh during their Europa

League Round of 32 Second Leg match at Anfield, Liverpool. Liverpool won 1-0 and advance

1-0 on aggregate.
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after James Milner’s early
spot kick and survived a
nervy finale at Anfield.

There was no such ten-
sion for Tottenham who
eased past Fiorentina 3-0
with strikes from Ryan Ma-
son and Erik Lamela plus
a Gonzalo Rodriguez own
goal wrapping up a 4-1 ag-
gregate win.

It was an unsurprisingly
easy stroll for Valencia,
who took a 6-0 first-leg
advantage into the return
against Rapid Vienna and
continued their recent up-
turn in form with a 4-0 win
that secured a 10-0 aggre-
gate thrashing.

Valencia boss Gary Neville
endured little but misery in
his first months in Spain but
his team have now won four
games in a row and inflicted
Rapid Vienna’s joint-worst
home loss in Europe.

Borussia Dortmund rein-
forced their status as the
clear bookmakers’ favour-
ites to win the trophy with a
1-0 victory at Porto to com-
plete a 3-0 success over the
two legs.

The prolific Pierre-Em-
erick Aubameyang was be-
hind Dortmund’s early win-
ner with his shot cannoning
down off the bar and going
in off Porto keeper Iker
Casillas for an own goal.

Holders Sevilla, who are
chasing a third straight ti-
tle, lost 1-0 to Molde in
Norway, but their progress
had been effectively as-
sured by a 3-0 first-leg win
last week.

Sevilla’s Spanish rivals
Villarreal ousted Napoli
thanks to an extraordinary
Tomas Pina goal that can-

Continued from page 52

St. Etienne’s Oussama Tannane in action against Basel's
Behrang Safari during their Europa League match at Geof-
froy Guichard Stadium, Saint-Etienne, France. Basel won 2-1
and advance on away goals after 4-4 tie on aggregate.

celled out Marek Hamsik’s
opener for the Italians.

Pina’s cross from wide on
the left looped over Napoli
keeper Pepe Reina before
nestling in the top corner to
earn Villarreal a 2-1 aggre-
gate win.

Shakhtar completed a
superb 3-0 win at Schalke
04 to go through by the
same score on aggregate,
while Bilbao’s Sabin Me-
rino scored an 81st-minute
equaliser as they drew 1-1
at home to Olympique de
Marseille and went through
2-1 overall.

Lazio beat Galatasaray
3-1 in Italy with all four
goals coming in 14 second-
half minutes as Marco Pa-
rolo, Felipe Anderson and
Miroslav Klose netted for
the Serie A side, who went
through 4-2 over the two
legs.

Bayer Leverkusen’s Ka-
rim Bellarabi again proved
decisive in their tie with
Sporting Lisbon as the Ger-
many international, who
scored the winner in the
first leg, netted two more in
a 3-1 victory that secured a
4-1 aggregate success.
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LONDON--  Manchester
United flirted with calam-
ity before coasting into the
Europa League last 16 as
debutant Marcus Rashford
helped them overcome an
early blow with two goals
in a 5-1 home victory over
Midtjylland on Thursday.

United, who secured a
6-3 aggregate win, looked
on their way out when Pi-
one Sisto gave the Danes
the lead but an own goal
by Nikolay Bodurov, Rash-
ford’s double, an Ander
Herrera penalty and a late
goal from Memphis Depay
saw them safely through.

They will be joined in
Friday’s draw by one of
the most appealing last-16
lineups in recent seasons
with Liverpool, Tottenham
Hotspur, Borussia Dort-
mund, Valencia, Villarreal
and holders Sevilla among
those marching on.

Athletic Bilbao, Lazio and
Bayer Leverkusen also pro-
gressed.

Louis van Gaal’s United
side looked set to endure
another frustrating night
when they fell behind to
Sisto’s opener, a superb
jinking run and sharp finish
from the edge of the area
after 28 minutes putting the
visitors in control.

After last week’s surprise
2-1 first leg success, the
Danes seemed to be head-

ing for a famous upset but
four minutes later a Mem-
phis cross was turned into
his own net by Midtjyl-
land’s Bodurov and the
muted fans inside Old Traf-
ford came to life.

Juan Mata had a penalty
saved but United kept com-
ing forward and Rashford’s
first goal arrived in the 63rd
when he lashed Mata’s pull-
back into the net before he
gave United the lead on ag-
gregate with a sharp first-
time finish 12 minutes later.

Herrera slammed home
from the spot with two min-
utes remaining and Depay
drove in a fifth in stoppage
time.

“It was a great perfor-
mance. The fans will have
enjoyed our attacking
football,” said under-pres-
sure Dutchman Van Gaal,
whose struggling side have
been accused by pundits
and former United players
of dishing up boring foot-
ball this season.

Five former European
champions were among
the contenders in the first
knockout round of the con-
tinent’s second-tier compe-
tition, which since last sea-
son has carried the added
incentive of a place in the
Champions League for the
winners.

The Europa League is al-
most certainly Liverpool’s

best hope of competing
with the continent’s elite
next term but the five times
European Cup winners,
who have fallen off the pace
in the Premier League,
were made to sweat in a 1-0
win over Augsburg.

Having played out a
goalless draw in the first
leg, Juergen Klopp’s side
spurned several chances

Continued on page 51

Ander Herrera scores the fourth goal for Manchester United from the penalty spot against FC
Midtjylland during their Europa League Round of 32 Second Leg at Old Trafford, Manchester,
England Thursday. United won 5-1 to advance 6-3 on aggregate.

Velon announces deal fo screen riders' power data

LONDON-- Armchair
fans could soon be fed per-
formance data from the
world’s top riders during
races after professional cy-
cling organisation Velon
announced a “game-chang-
ing” deal for the sport on
Thursday.

Velon, a commercial col-
laboration of 11 top World-
Tour teams, pioneered the
use of live on-bike camera
footage at last year’s Abu
Dhabi Tour, and says a 10-
year agreement with In-
front Sports & Media will
further revolutionise cover-
age of cycle races.

In theory, television view-
ers will be able to dial
up technical data such as
pedal RPM, VAM (climb-
ing speed in metres per sec-
ond) and power output as
the likes of Tour de France

champion Chris Froome
and Alberto Contador at-
tack climbs.

Previously such technical
information would only be
available to team staff.

“The first phase of the
partnership will enable live
race data to revolutionise
the fan experience,” Velon,
established in 2014 to boost
cycling’s marketability, said
on their website (www.
velon.cc).

Performance data has
been a thorny subject and
often a source of suspicion
in a sport which has suf-
fered a chequered history
of doping scandals.

Briton Froome’s domi-
nance in some of the tough-
est terrain on last year’s
Tour raised eyebrows in
some quarters, prompting
his Team Sky outfit to re-

lease his performance data
from one devastating attack
on Stage 10.

Froome, who had to con-
tend with rumours of dop-
ing, went a stage further
after the race, undergoing
physiological tests at a Lon-
don laboratory and publish-
ing the results.

Velon said the data avail-
able during television cov-
erage would include vari-
ous streams, although quite
what would be publicly vis-
ible on TV screens would
be subject to discussions
with riders, teams, event
organisers and the govern-
ing UCL

Team Sky boss Dave
Brailsford wrote to UCI
president Brian Cookson
this year calling for a stand-
ardised procedure for the
sharing of performance

data.
Velon says its new deal is a
step in that direction.
“Riders really want to
get their data out as it aids
transparency and believ-
ability in their abilities and
accomplishments,” it said.

“But we fully understand
the need for race and rider
sensitivity to make sure nei-
ther are compromised.”

Velon CEO Graham Bar-
tlett said it was good news
for fans.

“Just imagine how great
it will be for fans to see the
performance of the riders
as they follow races on their
screens or see them at the
race,” he said.

“Cycling fans will be able
to better engage with the
riders and get a much bet-
ter experience.”

George McNeill tees off on the 9th hole during the first round of the Honda Classic at PGA
National. (Peter Casey-USA TODAY Sports.)

McNeill in early tie for lead
at blustery PGA National

FLORIDA- - American
George McNeill relied on
a red-hot putter in blustery
conditions as he moved into
a share of the early lead in
the opening round of the
Honda Classic at Palm
Beach Gardens in Florida
on Thursday.

A double winner on the
PGA Tour who has missed
the cut in each of his five
starts this season, McNeill
made a welcome return to
form by firing a three-un-
der-par 67 on the challeng-

ing PGA National layout.
The 40-year-old, whose
most recent victory came
at the 2012 Puerto Rico
Open, mixed six birdies
with a lone bogey and a
double at the par-four 11th
to end the round level with
Irishman Shane Lowry and
Swede David Lingmerth.
Former PGA Champion-
ship winner Jason Dufner
opened with a 68 while five-
times major champion Phil
Mickelson was one of six
players who carded a 69 as

winds gusted up to 30 mph
(48 kph).

“It’s a good start to the
tournament,”  left-hander
Mickelson told reporters
after a round that included
four birdies on his front
nine and two bogeys after
the turn.

“I got off to a great start
with a birdie on my first
hole and played fairly solid
golf throughout. I let a cou-
ple slide on the back (nine)
but I can’t wait to get back

Continued on page 49



