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See Inside Section A
Sec t ion  A i s  f i l l ed  wi th 
information about arts, people, 
entertainment and special events. 
There are education stories, a 
variety of features, and the arts  
a n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  
bulletin board.  

PET OF THE WEEK
Need a little flavor in your life? Kimchi will make every day 
less bland with his spicy playfulness. At six months old he’s 
still very much a kitten and should settle nicely into most 
households. Savor the sweetness of new companionship 
– adopt Kimchi today from Valley Humane Society, 3670 
Nevada Street in Pleasanton, Tuesday through Saturday 
from 10 am – 4 pm. For more info visit valleyhumane.org 
or call (925) 426-8656. Photo - Valley Humane Society

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

A festive Chinese New Year celebration took place at the Bankhead 
Theater in Livermore on Saturday.  Dancers from KungFu Dragon 
USA performed the traditional lion dance. Demonstrations and 
crafts were offered as part of the celebration marking the year of 
the Rooster.

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Planning will begin future uses for the  Springtown Open Space, formerly the Springtown Golf Course.

The historic Southern Pacific 
Train Depot will be moved from 
its current location to take on a 
new life at the transit center in 
downtown Livermore.

The Livermore City Council 
determined Monday that the depot 
would best be protected by moving 
it. The vote was unanimous.

Councilmember Bob Coomber 
noted that it was more painful for 
him to watch the building deterio-
rate rather  than move it. "We have 
the money to move and rehabilitate 
it.  I would love to see this piece of 
history remain intact."

Councilmember Bob Carling 
agreed. "I am very much in support 
of the move."

"It makes sense to move it," said 
Bob Woerner.

Councilmember Steven Spe-
dowfski added that he questioned 
the well-being of the building at its 
current location.

Mayor John Marchand pointed 
out that no one has offered to re-
store it in over 40 years.  "We have 
$2.5 million to be able to restore it 
to its original glory and use it as it 
was intended to be used. This is a 
fleeting opportunity. If we wait, the 
window closes and we will lose the 
$2.5 million."

The depot, which currently 
sits in the parking lot at L Street 
and Railroad Ave, has been at 

Council Votes to Move 
Historic Train Depot

(See DEPOT, page 5)

By Ron McNicoll
The Pleasanton Unified School 

District Board appointed Micaela 
Ochoa as its interim superintendent 
until June 30, when the board ex-
pects to have a permanent replace-
ment for former superintendent 
Rick Rubino.

By Ron McNicoll
California Gov. Jerry Brown’s 

annual State of the State speech 
took on a new caste, coming only 
five days after President Donald 
Trump’s Inauguration.

Brown spoke to the Legisla-
ture and his Administration in 
the Assembly chamber Jan. 24. 

The Pleasanton City Council 
will take up an issue that has drawn 
complaints at several council 
meetings.

The city has narrowed Owens 
Drive, in front of the East BART 
station, from three lanes to one 
lane. The road was narrowed in 
front of a new apartment building 
to allow for diagonal parking in 
front of the building, where work-
live units will be offered.

Prior to taking comments dur-
ing the public forum last Tuesday, 
Councilmember Jerry Pentin an-
nounced that Owens Drive has 
been placed on the February 21 
council agenda.

Resident An Li said that she was 
excited to hear the issue will be on 
the agenda. "As commuters, we 
really need to get the lanes back. 

By Carol Graham
Two public meetings are tak-

ing place next week to obtain 
community input regarding the 
future of the Springtown Open 
Space, formerly the Springtown 
Golf Course.  

Last November, Livermore 
residents overwhelmingly voted 
to pass Measure FF, which perma-
nently preserves the 85-acre land 
as open space. The City of Liver-
more has asked the Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park District 
(LARPD) to lead the Springtown 
Open Space Master Plan process.  

"I'm most often asked, 'What 
will the property be used for?'" 
said John Lawrence, assistant 
general manager of LARPD.  
"The answer is, 'That hasn't been 
decided yet, and is why it's impor-
tant for residents to participate in 
the process by attending meetings 

Rising costs of retiree benefits 
to school districts was a concern 
raised by the Livermore Val-
ley Joint Unified School District 
School Board last week.

It was noted that the increasing 
percentages of contributions would 
take money that would not then be 
available for salaries.

Comments regarding  the bud-
get process came following an 
update on the potential impacts 
of the Governor's 2017-2018 pro-
posed budget.

 Susan Kinder, Chief Business 

The Rising 
Costs of Retiree 
Benefits Could 
Impact Salaries

(See COSTS, page 5)

Brown’s State of State Has Trump in Mind
He said that there will be serious 
challenges to California in the 
coming months from Washington, 
but Californians need to persevere, 
and maintain the rights and benefits 
that all Californians have earned.

Brown specified three areas 
that are under attack by Trump: 
immigration rights, health care, 

and the leadership to solve Climate 
Change challenges.

Brown mentioned his newly ap-
pointed Attorney General, Xavier 
Bacerra, whose parents came from 
Mexico. They saw California as 
a place, “where through grit and 
determination, they could realize 
their dreams. They are not alone. 

Millions of Californians have 
come here from Mexico and a 
hundred other countries, making 
our state what it is today: vibrant, 
even turbulent, and a beacon of 
hope to the rest of the world.”

Part of that hope has been 
Brown’s action on working to sup-

(See STATE, page 10)

Pleasanton City 
Council to Take Up 
Owens Drive Issue

(See OWENS DRIVE, page 10)

Pleasanton School Board Appoints Interim 
Superintendent, Discusses New Search

The board announced the 
closed-session decision at its meet-
ing Jan. 17. Trustees  set the wheels 
in motion for the Superintendent 
search by appointing a committee. 
The board also approved a 0.85% 
pay increase for teachers, and sti-
pends for various employees.

The vote to appoint Ochoa 
as Interim Superintendent was 
unanimous. Board president Joan 
Laursen said that the enthusiastic 
unanimous vote for Ochoa re-
flected the board’s high esteem for 
the work she has done since joining 
the district in 2014.

Ochoa came to the district as a 
substitute for Deputy Superinten-
dent Luz Cázares, who had taken 
a personal leave. When Cázares 
chose not to return, Ochoa was 
named permanent Deputy Super-
intendent of Business Services, a 

(See SUPERINTENDENT, page 10)

Planning Process 
Begins for Springtown 
Open Space Area

or sending in their comments by 
email or letter.' The space has been 
designated as open space by a vote 
of the Livermore residents, which 
means that housing and business 
development is not an option for 
this master planning process. No 
plans or designs have been created 
yet. They will only be developed 
after receiving the input from these 
first two public meetings."

Community members are wel-
come to attend either or both of the 
meetings, though it is not neces-
sary to attend both.  The meetings 
will include the same information, 
with the first focused on input 
from Springtown residents, the 
second on input from the entire 
community. 

The first meeting takes place 
on Monday, January 30, at 6:30 
p.m. in the multipurpose room of 

(See SPRINGTOWN, page 6)

Downtown Livermore 

City Ends Negotiations with Lennar, 
Extends Presidio for a Short Time

An Exclusive Negotiation 
Rights Agreement with Lennar 
Multifamily Communities to build 
housing and commercial uses in 
the center of downtown Liver-
more expired last Monday night, 
after the Livermore City Council 
declined to extend the agreement.

Livermore will allow Presidio 
Companies to continue as the sole 

hotel developer for a few months 
as the community creates its wish 
list at workshops.  

The city council voted unani-
mously at its meeting on Monday 
to extend the Exclusive Nego-
tiation Rights Agreement (ENRA) 
with Presidio for an additional 
four months. They did not take a 
vote on whether or not to extend 

the ENRA with Lennar Multifam-
ily Communities, which means it 
automatically expires.

Prior to the vote on Presidio, 
both Mayor John Marchand and 
Councilmember Bob Woerner 
advocated to extend the ENRA for 
both Lennar, as well as Presidio.

The motion to extend Presidio's 
ENRA reflected the fact that only 

one qualified hotel developer had 
submitted a plan during the ap-
plication period over a year ago. 
There were many for the housing, 
it was noted. Councilmember 
Steven Spedowfski, in making the 
motion to extend the ENRA, said, 
"It will be good to have a quali-

(See DOWNTOWN, page 6)
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For further information,  
contact the LLNL Public Affairs Office  

at (925) 422-4599.

Get a close-up look at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory’s ongoing 
program to clean up historic soil and groundwater contamination at its 
Livermore Site and Site 300 near Tracy.

New Superfund Program Tours
LAWRENCE LIVERMORE NATIONAL LABORATORY

www.llnl.gov   |   www-envirinfo.llnl.gov    

Wednesday, March 8 at Site 300: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 15 at the Livermore site: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
The tours are free and open to U.S. citizens 18 years of age and older. 
They will be led by LLNL’s Public Affairs Office and Environmental 
Restoration Department. Site access badges will be required. On-site 
transportation will be provided. Participation will be on a first-come, first-
served basis.
To sign up, contact Billie Christian in the LLNL Public Affairs Office  
at christian6@llnl.gov no later than Monday, Feb. 6. 

1385 S. Livermore Ave.
Livermore, CA 94550

www.oslm.net

Open HOuse
Tuesday 2/7, 2017 • 6:30-8:00 p.m.

OR
Call for Appointment & Private Tour

925-447-1246

Our savior Lutheran school
2-year-old to 4-year-old Preschool

Transitional Kindergarten - 8th Grade

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

On Monday, areas such as Palomares Road, Tesla Road, Mines Road, and Old Altamont 
Pass Road had been closed, but were now open.  On Tuesday, it was announced that 
Kilkare Road, Sunol, was open. Alameda County Public Works Agency crews are on 
scene removing mudslide debris. Traffic control is in place to direct motorists around 
mudslide area.  Flooding had subsided on Tesla Road and debris removed from the 
roadway.  Pictured is the intersection of Raymond Road and Dagnino. Visit the Public 
Works Agency at www.acpwa.org for updates on road closures.

Work crews worked to remove a large tree that was uprooted during the recent 
storms. The tree was located at Centennial Park on the northeast corner of 4th 
and Holmes.

A series of storms filled local arroyos to overflowing. Pictured is Sycamore Grove 
on the Veterans side.

By Ron McNicoll
Zone 7 Water Agency has 

been providing comments to 
the Alameda County Plan-
ning Department about what 
it would like to see included 
in future regulations con-
cerning medical marijuana 
growing facilities and water 
reuse by oil drilling opera-
tions.

Zone 7 Reviewing Marijuana Site Rules, Oil Field Water Injection
that he was concerned for 
ranchers, because he heard 
that marijuana growers in 
other areas have put out rat 
poison. There could also 
be impact from it in water 
run-off.

However, McElligott said 
in regard to both directors’ 
comments that the facilities 
in the ordinance would be 
indoor growing sites, not 
outdoor cultivation. 

The Planning Depart-
ment is preparing a CEQA 
document, which likely will 
turn out to be a negative 
declaration, said McElligott.

On water reinjection after 
oil is removed,  the operator 
of the only oil field in the 
county, E&B Natural Re-
sources, is asking the state to 
allow it to expand an under-
ground area to 75 acres. The 
field located on Patterson 
Pass Road is about ¾ mile 
east of Greenville Road. 

The water  pulled up 
with oil is separated from 
it, and reinjected into the 
oil-level aquifer,  1500 to 
2000 feet below the deepest 
fresh-water well aquifer. The 
water has relatively little oil 
in it.E&B has been using this 
process for years.

Duerig said that staff 
has commented to the State 
Water Resources Control 
Board, stating that the pro-
cess presents no problems 
for the Zone 7 underground 
water basin. The area is 

about 4 miles away from 
the main basin; in addition, 
its deep depth is below the 
well-water aquifer.

Director Sandy Figuers 
said that he has visited the 
site several times, and as 
both a director and a ge-
ologist. He sees no problem 
with the E&B application. 
As with the medical mari-
juana item, the discussion 
was for the board’s informa-
tion only, not for a vote. 

During public hearings 
on the application to expand 
the injection area, speakers 
have pointed out that there 
are earhquake faults in the 
area. There is no guarantt 
that if an earthquake were to 
occur that the water would 
be contained within the 
injection area. It could leak 
out into potable water.

Duerig also announced a 
Zone 7 workshop on water 
rates to be held at 5 p.m. in 
the board’s meeting room 
at 100 N. Canyons Drive, 
Livermore on January 30. 
It is not a board meeting, 
but will enable the public to 
hear from staff and ask ques-
tions concerning setting of 
water rates, available water 
supplies, and related items. 
The meeting is a result of a 
big delegation of Pleasanton 
residents speaking  up at the 
December meeting about the 
rates, which went into effect 
Jan. 1. The board approved 
the new rates in November.

 

The Bay Area Air Qual-
ity Management District 
has released the 2017 draft 
Clean Air Plan/Regional 
Climate Protection Strat-
egy entitled, Spare the Air 
- Cool the Climate. The 
plan focuses on two key pri-
orities: addressing climate 
change and eliminating 
health disparities in com-
munities throughout the 
Bay Area.

The plan lays out a blue-
print designed to enable the 
Bay Area to reduce smog, 
dust and soot, acute air 
pollutants and greenhouse 
gases to meet regional clean 
air and greenhouse gas re-
duction goals.

The draft document out-
lines more than 85 measures 
that will guide the region in 
the following areas:

• Developing a region-
wide approach to reduce 
health risk and air pollution 
from many sources compre-
hensively

• Reducing health risk 
from acute air pollution

• Finding strategies to 
reduce methane and fossil 
fuel pollution

• Providing helpful guid-
ance and research to local 
governments enabling them 
to reduce energy in build-
ings, reduce waste and cre-
ate clean air communities

• Working with the Met-
ropolitan Transportation 

The Zone 7 board heard 
staff reports about both is-
sues at its meeting Jan. 18.

The county has been in 
the process of drawing up a 
medical marijuana facility 
ordinance to be ready for 
any future applications in 
the unincorporated area of 
the county. Supervisors are 
due to  vote on it in March.

One operator has ex-
pressed interested in open-
ing such a facility on Flynn 
Road in the Altamont, which 
would have indoor cultiva-
tion of marijuana. Assistant 
County planning Director 
Liz McElligott provided the 
Zone 7 board with back-
ground about the ordinance 
development.

General Manager Jill 
Duerig said that Zone 7 staff 
will want to make comments 
to ensure that groundwater 
is protected, and that there 
would be an adequate water 
supply. Zone 7 manages the 
groundwater basin. 

Zone 7 participates in the 
county Agricultural Advi-
sory Committee meetings, 
but not as a voting member. 
Duerig said that Zone 7 has 
made comments concern-
ing its interests, although so 
far not given any technical 
comments.

If there were a specific 
application, Zone 7 would 
review it for any septic tank 
use or well permit. “We 
would evaluate whether 
our concerns would need to 
be addressed further,” said 
Duerig. McElligott added 
that any application would 
have to conform to Zone 7 
standards.

Director Sarah Palmer 
said that the “emotional” 
aspects of the issue were 
of no concern to Zone 7. 
The relevant issue would 
be whether the activity does 
harm to the underground 
water basin through nitrate 
percolation from fertilizers, 
or from drawing too much 
water from the basin. Past 
high concentrations of fertil-
izers in spots in the Valley 
have resulted in high nitrate 
levels underground.  

Director Bill Stevens said 

Air District Taking Comments 
on Draft Clean Air Plan

Commission and local gov-
ernments to reduce vehicle 
miles traveled throughout 
the Bay Area

• Partnering with energy 
providers and the public 
to find ways to transition 
energy use from natural gas 
to renewable energy.

The Air District will 
host eight Open Houses 
throughout the region Janu-
ary 30 through February 
8 to make the document 
available to the public, 
answer questions and take 
comments. The document 
can be viewed on the Air 
District's website at www.
baaqmd.gov

One session will take 
place on Monday, February 
6, 5:30 - 7:30 PM at the 
Holiday Inn Dublin, 6680 
Regional St., Dublin. 

Highlights of the draft 
2017 strategy include:

• Limit Combustion: 
Develop a  strategy to im-
prove fossil fuel combus-
tion efficiency at industrial 
facilities, beginning with 
the three largest sources 
of industrial emissions: oil 
refineries, power plants, 
and cement plants.

• Stop Methane Leaks: 
Reduce methane emissions 
from landfills, and oil and 
natural gas production and 
distribution.

• Reduce Exposure to 
Toxics: Reduce emissions 

of toxic air contaminants by 
adopting more stringent lim-
its and methods for evaluat-
ing toxic risks at existing and 
new facilities.

• Put a Price on Driving: 
Implement pricing measures 
to reduce travel demand.

• Advance Electric Ve-
hicles: Accelerate the wide-
spread adoption of electric 
vehicles.

• Promote Clean Fuels: 
Promote the use of clean 
fuels and low or zero carbon 
technologies in trucks and 
heavy-duty vehicles.

• Accelerate Low Car-
bon Buildings: Expand the 
production of low-carbon, 
renewable energy by pro-
moting on-site technologies, 
such as rooftop solar and 
ground-source heat pumps.

• Support More Energy 
Choices: Support of commu-
nity choice energy programs 
throughout the Bay Area.

• Make Buildings More 
Efficient: Promote energy 
efficiency in both new and 
existing buildings.

• Make Space and Water 
Heating Cleaner: Promote 
the switch from natural gas 
to electricity for space and 
water heating in Bay Area 
buildings.

The complete document 
can be viewed on the Air 
District's website at www.
baaqmd.gov
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Saturday, FEB 4, 6-10PM
The Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th Street, Livermore

AT THE BOTHWELL

Party on  
“BOURBON  

STREET”
Live Entertainment,  

Louisiana-style Cuisine,  
Hurricanes,  

Beer and Wine,  
Street Artists,  

Fortune-telling,  
Shop for Boas,  

Masks and Beads... 
or come in costume!

Preservation Hall Experience  
Jazz Concert at 6 and 7 pm.

VIP tickets include concert,  
VIP seating, swag bag and special  

appointment to the Royal Court.

Buy Tickets at Bankhead Theater Box Office
925.373.6800 or online at lvpac.org

Advance Tickets  $18    |    VIP  Tickets $50
Party Admission $22 at the Door    |    Concert & Party $30

Sanie Zehra, MD
Board Certified In Family Medicine
Board Certified In Geriatrics Medicine

Come Experience Patient 
Centric Care!

Livermore Family Medicine 
& Geriatrics

Call Now to Make an Appointment: 
925-344-4450

1050 Murrieta Blvd, Livermore, CA 94550

Care for the Whole Family provided
by our Board Certified Physicians!

Visit us @ 
WWW.LFMGINC.COM

Our physicians are afflilated with 
Stanford Health Care-ValleyCare Medical Center

VALLeY ROUndUP

Linda Futral
Broker/Realtor
925.980.3561

linda@lindafutral.com
www.lindafutral.com

License #01257605

3588 Germaine Way, Livermore

Close to downtown Livermore. 
Move-in ready. Located on quiet 

street where neighbors are friends.
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

 

NEW ON THE MARKET!

Investigating Contacts with Russia
Rep. Eric Swalwell (CA-15), Ranking Member of the 

CIA Subcommittee of the House Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, issued the following statement Mon-
day regarding new reports of investigations into President 
Trump’s associates’ contacts with Russia:

“News reports of an active investigation of National 
Security Adviser Michael Flynn’s contacts with Russian 
officials – the latest of at least four Trump associates probed 
for such contacts – intensifies concern that the campaign 
and transition team communicated and possibly coordinated 
with the Russian government. 

"Now more than ever, we need an independent, bipartisan 
commission – as our H.R. 356, the Protecting Our Democ-
racy Act, would provide – to complement full investigations 
by the law enforcement and intelligence communities. For 
the sake of our national security and future elections, it’s 
long past time that we put country above party.”

Swawell along  with Rep. Elijah Cummings (MD-07), 
have reintroduced legislation to establish such a commis-
sion: HR 356, the Protecting Our Democracy Act.
If approved, the bill would create a 12-member, bipartisan, 
independent commission empowered to interview 
witnesses, obtain documents, issue subpoenas, and receive 
public testimony to examine attempts by the Russian 
government and others to use electronic means to influence, 
interfere with, or sow distrust in this year’s U.S. elections. 
The commission, which also would examine similar efforts 
by any other foreign governments or entities, would issue 
a final report with recommendations for future security 
protections to Congress and the President within 18 months 
of the bill’s enactment. 

Water Projection Raised to 60%
As winter storms continue to fill reservoirs and boost 

the snowpack, the Department of Water Resources (DWR) 

has increased its estimate of this year’s State Water Project 
(SWP) supply from 45 to 60 percent of most requests.

Zone 7 Water Agency purchases water from SWP.
“Our water supply outlook is definitely brighter, but we 

still haven’t shaken off the effects of our historic drought,” 
said DWR Acting Director William Croyle. “Californians’ 
in some areas still depend on bottled drinking water, some 
reservoirs remain low and groundwater basins are still in 
decline and have yet to recover."

DWR initially estimated it would be able to deliver only 
20 percent of the 4.1 million acre-feet of SWP water re-
quested this year. That projection (allocation) was increased 
to 45 percent as reservoirs rose from December storms. The 
latest increase to 60 percent of collective delivery requests 
is due to the atmospheric river storms that have filled many 
reservoirs and brought flood waters to some areas. With 
more rain and snow in the forecast, DWR hopes it will be 
able to increase the allocation further.

Public Awareness Campaign
Alameda County District Attorney Nancy E. O’Malley 

has introduced 2017’s public awareness campaign that 
directly confronts the buyers of child sex trafficking vic-
tims and the need for men to fight child exploitation. This 
campaign, timed to coincide with National Human Traf-
ficking Awareness Month, marks the third year in which 
a billboard campaign raises awareness of the commercial 
sexual exploitation of children in Alameda County, the 
region and the state. The work is the result of a collabora-
tive effort between the District Attorney’s Office and Clear 
Channel Outdoor. The billboards appear on roadways and 
in neighborhoods throughout the County of Alameda.

With increased community awareness and a focus on 
the buyers who purchase trafficking victims, the campaign 
hopes to make clear the fact that men must be a partner in 

the effort to stop commercial sexual exploitation. Without 
people willing to pay for sex, traffickers have no incentive 
to lure vulnerable men, women and children into the illegal 
sex trade. Remove the buyers, and the whole system stops.

The billboards offer a resource for people to learn how 
they can reduce demand for sexual exploitation and traf-
ficking. For more information, visit: www.stop-it-now.org/.

For additional information on Human Exploitation and 
Trafficking, please visit the Human Exploitation and Traf-
ficking (H.E.A.T.) Watch Program website: www.heatwatch.
org/

To report suspicious activity or human trafficking, call 
the National Human Trafficking Resource Center 24-hour 
Hotline: 888-3737-888, or text “BeFree”.

Crow Canyon Work
The Alameda County Public Works Agency will be 

performing emergency road repairs on Crow Canyon Road, 
between Cold Water Drive and Norris Canyon Road, Castro 
Valley. This work began between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, January 25 and will continue on Thursday, 
January 26, 2017.

During this emergency road work, traffic control will be 
in place to direct motorists around the work zone. Motorists 
should expect delays. When travelling through the work 
zone, motorists are encouraged to exercise caution and ad-
here to all traffic regulations, and use extra caution around 
Public Works Agency personnel and equipment.

Visit the Public Works Agency at www.acpwa.org for 
updates.

 Correction
Last week's article describing tonight's Rae Dorough 

Speaker Series presentation ("Talk Next Week in Livermore 
on Geologic Beauty and Seismic Risk") incorrectly referred 
to a website for estimating earthquake risk as temblor.com.  
It is temblor.net.

Correction
Last week's article about a book of poems published by 

Peggy Schimmelman ("Local Writer Publishes Volume of 
Poetry") incorrectly stated that she had taken writing classes 
at Las Positas College.  While one of her poems won first 
prize in the Las Positas Anthology, she attended writing 
classes through the Livermore adult education program. 

The Altamont Landfill 
Open Space Advisory Com-
mittee authorized the expen-
diture of up to $10,000 to 
create maps to use in deter-
mining  how to get the most 
bang for the buck through 
land purchases.

Currently there is over 
$12 million available to buy 
land in the Livermore area 
and just over $650,000 could 
be spent in the Pleasanton 
area. The funds are derived 
from a lawsuit that estab-
lished fees to be paid at local 
landfills to offset the impact 
of the landfills on the area.

The committee, com-
prised of representatives 
from Livermore, Pleasanton, 

the Sierra Club and Alameda 
County, has been working to 
establish a tiered priority list 
to use in acquiring land. 

Committee members felt 
that a map showing habitats, 
biological resources along 
with connections linking 
areas would be useful in 
establishing the list.

Livermore Councilmem-
ber Bob Woerner suggested 
access to such information 
would be more important 
than just noting biological 
resources. Using overlays 
indicating habitat, connec-
tivity and other factors, com-
mittee members could deter-
mine how to rank the land 

using a weighted system 
that the committee would 
determine. 

For example, red legged 
frog habitat could be con-
sidered more important than 
habitat for a non-listed spe-
cies. Using the maps and 
weighting system, com-
mittee members would be 
aided in deciding between 
purchasing a small or large 
area that contain similar 
resources. 

On the eastside, the top 
priorities, as established by 
the committee are Doolan 
Canyon area, Springtown 
Alkali Sink, Tesla/Corral 
Hollow, Cedar Mountain, 
Brushy Peak and I-580 

wildlife corridor. On the 
westside, areas include 
the Arroyo Mocho, Pleas-
anton Ridge and Dublin 
Ridgelands. Specific parcels 
would not be designated on 
the newly created maps.

The committee voted to 
have the City of Livermore 
lead the effort to create the 
mapping  utilizing a contract 
it has with Alameda County 
Resources Conservation 
District.

The governing bodies of 
the members will have to 
approve the expenditure of 
the $10,000 from the orga-
nization's funds. No money 
from the cities or  the county 
would be used.

Maps to Help Open Space Committee Determine 
Which Lands Would Meet Preservation Goals
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MAILBOX
(Opinions voiced in let-

ters published in Mailbox are 
those of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ion of The Independent. The 
Independent will not publish 
anonymous letters. All let-
ters are required to have 
the names of the persons 
submitting them. Abusive 
letters may be rejected or 
edited. Frequent letter writ-
ers may have publication of 
their letters delayed. Letters 
should be sent by email to 
editmail@compuserve.com)

One Lane
Sophie Li
Pleasanton 

We all love the beautiful 
town of Pleasanton for its 
respected characteristics of 
combining rich history and 
tradition with orderly and 
rational development. But 
the reduction of the Owens 
Drive lanes from three to one 
right next to the BART sta-
tion is a notorious example 
opposite to all the common 
sense and values that I can 
think of.

As a mother of a teenager, 
I find it my duty to petition 
the expansion of lanes to 
three again, because other-
wise it will be hypocritical 
and I would never be able to 
look at my teenage daughter 
or teach her about value 
again. It is under our own 
eyes that the three lanes 
were reduced to one, the 
mistake being so obvious yet 
unnoticed. Are we going to 
correct our wrongdoings as 
soon as possible, or are we 
going to wait?

Come on,  residents, 

Pleasanton city council-
members, your daughters 
and sons are watching you 
for your every move. You are 
their role models. We are all 
watching.

Protesting
Keith Jackson
Dublin

I see that some Repub-
licans are saying that the 
protesters should leave Mr. 
Trump alone and let him 
do his job. Does this mean 
that he cannot do his job 
if anyone disagrees with 
him? How is this possible?  
Maybe if he spent less time 
insulting people who dis-
agree with him on Twitter, 
he would have more time to 
do his job.

Public Road
Carrie Zhang
Pleasanton

The city allocated two 
lanes of a public road on 
Owens Drive to the devel-
oper of a building at the 
expense of BART commut-
ers and others who use the 
eastbound lanes of Owens 
Drive.

In the last eight months 
the traffic on that road has 
became a nightmare. It is an 
important and busy road and 
its change will impact Pleas-
anton residents' daily lives. 
It's unreasonable to sacrifice 
the majority of Pleasanton 
residents' right for a devel-
oper. We are requesting that 
the city return these 2 lanes 
back to public.

Losing Its Charm
Trudi Hartley
Pleasanton resident 

I am writing to add my 
voice to the letter of Jan. 20 
regarding the “Pleasanton 
Building Boom." I too have 
considered moving away 
after 28 years here. The 
traffic is getting terrible and 
yet more building continues. 

I was especially frus-
trated when we were told 
2 years ago that we needed 
to cut back on water usage 
and yet there was apparently 
enough water to keep add-
ing more users. I believe we 
have met the requirement for 
low income housing. Some 
views of the surrounding 
hills are being blocked by 
high risers. Those views 
were part of what made 
Pleasanton beautiful. 

It is my feeling that build-
ers with big projects are 
now destroying the charm 
and character of Pleasanton. 
Slow growth, which most 
residents appreciated, has 
disappeared. City Council, 
please listen to the people.

Buy Back Congress
Glenn Hage
Pleasanton

Here's a good way to 
take advantage of having a 
billionaire president.

 He could "buy back" the 
members of Congress and 
Senate who are "owned" by 
the National Rifle Associa-
tion and the drug industry. 
With enough votes, close the 
stupid loopholes in gun con-
trol laws and allow Medi-
care to negotiate lower drug 
prices, like the rest of the 
civilized world. We could 
"drain the swamp."

Emergency Operations
Bruce Shore
Livermore

The proposed Commu-
nity Center Meeting Hall, to 
be built where the old library 
now stands abandoned and 
whose plans were presented 
to the City Council last year,  
has two major components: 
First: Roughly half would be 

an auditorium layout where 
the City Council would hold 
their regular meetings. Sec-
ond: Roughly half would be 
a large room, partitionable 
into two, where the various 
city commissions would 
meet to do their work, and 
where city staff meetings 
would be held.

This meeting space would 
also serve, when needed,  as 
an Emergency Operations 
center, or EOC. You might 
think, because we  now 
have an EOC in our Police 
Department building, that 
such a construction would 
be a luxury.  Not so.  Here 
is what I have learned about 
our EOC and its proposed 
replacement.

Our city employees must 
prepare for a variety of ca-
lamities. On our behalf, they 
must prepare for the inevi-
table earthquakes, for fires 
and collapsing buildings, for 
hazardous material spills, for 
firearm attacks, and many 
other imaginable catastro-
phes. It is important that 
our city deal  with such bad 
scenes as wisely as planning 
will allow.  Our Fire Chief 
would be Chief of Opera-
tions and our  city employees 
— the police force, the fire 
fighters, the city engineer-
ing department, the various 
safety inspectors — all of 
these folks must be ready to 
take action if called upon. 
If and when such an emer-
gency occurs many people 
must work well together in 
some central location. That 
is what an EOC is for. 

Our present EOC is in 
a small room of the Police 
Department.  When there 
is an emergency drill some 
30 people crowd into that 
cramped and noisy space — 
folks from Operations, from 
Planning, from Logistics, 
from Finance and Damage 
Assessment. There will be 
a Policy group too— the 
Mayor and City manager 
and others in positions of 
responsibility. Try to imag-
ine the noise and confusion 
when these folks try to man-
age the details of a real emer-

gency. The new facility will 
be roughly twice as large, 
and have even more room in 
the adjacent hallway.

In the present EOC the 
communications to the 
outside are restricted by 
what was available when 
it was built, in the days be-
fore WIFI and prolific cell 
phones. The new design will 
make use of contemporary 
technology for communica-
tion and active display. 

The present EOC has 
very little wall space for 
maps and event updates. 
The new design has lots of 
wall space.

Lastly, in the new facility 
those who deal with inform-
ing the public will have 
space in the Council Cham-
ber to make their presenta-
tions. An important space, 
as you can easily imagine.

Our community has need 
for better facilities in which 
to do its work and better 
facilities for dealing with 
emergencies. I urge the City 
Council to proceed with the 
steps needed to create this 
new Civic-Center Meeting 
Hall.

Move the Depot
Alan Frank
Livermore

The plan to rehabilitate 
and return Livermore’s his-
toric Depot to service as a 
rail depot, is largely funded 
by the 2.5 million dollar 
grant of Federal Transpor-
tation funds through the 
Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Commission. This is 
the only funded plan for the 
rehabilitation and long term 
use of the Depot that has 
emerged in the over forty 
years since the Heritage 
Guild saved it from total 
demolition.

This plan calls for the 
historic restoration of the 
exterior and modernization 
of the interior in the historic 
style. To return the Depot 
to railway service, it must 
be moved to the tracks that 
were moved away years ago. 
The MTC grant can only be 
used to place the Depot into 

transportation service and 
cannot be used to restore 
the Depot for some other 
purpose.

The Depot will never be 
returned to railway service 
where it is located. The 
tracks will not come back to 
Railroad Avenue. Returning 
it to its historically intended 
service will enhance its 
eligibility for the National 
Register of Historic Places 
overriding any issues due 
to its move. Of the eleven 
remaining depots of this 
design none are in railroad 
depot service. Two on the 
Register have both been 
moved.

None of the viable rede-
velopment proposals for the 
downtown property include 
the Depot. No funded al-
ternative proposal for the 
Depot has emerged, before 
or since the council ap-
proved this project. Nor 
has any alternative business 
plan emerged that provides 
for the long term upkeep of 
the depot. For these reasons 
the Heritage Guild voted to 
support this project.

Changes made to the 
historic fabric of the build-
ing have been so great that a 
full restoration is extremely 
costly. Most damaging was 
its conversion to a restau-
rant, which did not survive. 
No subsequent tenant has 
provided the wherewithal 
even to maintain the build-
ing and it has continued to 
deteriorate.

It is not likely that a few 
well intentioned individuals 
could easily or quickly come 
up with funds necessary for 
repair and restoration even 
considering volunteer la-
bor. Without restoration the 
Register will consider it an 
‘ineligible wreck’.

In the years since the 
Depot saw its last railroad 
service no funded program 
has emerged that could pre-
serve it in the long term. 
This project will rehabilitate 
the building, return it to its 
historic service and provide 
a permanent funding stream 
for its upkeep.

Depot to Move
We agree with the Livermore City Council 

in deciding to move the Southern Pacific 
Depot. 

While it would have been ideal to leave it 
at its historic location at the corner of Rail-
road Avenue and L Street, there have been no 
plans brought forward to make that happen. 

It has been deteriorating. The opportunity 
arose to rehabilitate it and move the depot 
to the downtown transit center. There it will 
be  given new life as a ticket office for buses 
and ACE trains. As such, it will be eligible 
for listing on the National Historic Registry.

In addition for use as a ticket office, it 
will become a stop on the downtown history 
tour walk. 

Councilmember Bob Coomber noted that 
he would love to see this historic building 
remain intact. Moving it will allow that to 
happen in a timely manner.

Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory (LLNL) 
will host a pair of “Su-
perfund Program tours” in 
March to provide the public 
a close-up look at  the ongo-
ing program to clean up his-
toric soil and groundwater 
contamination.

The first tour will take 
place at Site 300, LLNL’s ex-
perimental testing site in the 
hills between Livermore and 
Tracy on Wednesday, March 
8, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. The second tour will 
will be offered at LLNL’s 
Livermore site Wednesday, 
March 15, from 9 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. The tours are free 
and open to U.S. citizens 18 
years of age and older. On-
site transportation will be 
provided. Prior registration 
is required. Seats will be 
filled on a first-come first-
served basis. To participate, 
contact Billie Christian in 
the LLNL Public Affairs 
Office at christian6@llnl.

gov no later than Monday, 
February 6.

Soil and groundwater 
contamination was discov-
ered at the LLNL Liver-
more Site and Site 300 in 
the 1980s. This contami-
nation resulted from early 
research activities. In the 
case of the Livermore site, a 
good portion of the soil and 
groundwater contamination 
also has been attributed to 
solvents and degreasers that 
were used to clean airplane 
engines while the site served 
as a U.S. Naval Air Station 
in the early 1940s. 

The two sites were sub-
sequently placed on the 
federal Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability 
Act (CERCLA) list, more 
commonly known as Super-
fund list, which provides a 
mechanism for cleaning up 
pollutants and contaminants 
in the environment. LLNL 
has partnered with EPA, the 

U.S. Department of Energy, 
the National Nuclear Se-
curity Administration, the 
California Department of 
Toxic Substances Control 
and the Regional Water 
Quality Control Boards to 
clean up this legacy waste 
material. A great deal of 
progress has been made 
at both sites. While envi-
ronmental impact studies 
have shown that existing 
contaminants do not pose a 
health risk to the surround-
ing community, LLNL  will 
continue the cleanup until all 
goals have been met.

Documents and reports 
on the process are publicly 
available on the LLNL en-
vironmental information 
website. Additionally, LLNL 
has provided CERCLA/
Superfund-related tours to 
interested parties upon re-
quest. In an effort to expand 
on that community activity, 
LLNL is now offering these 
informational tours to the 
general public on an annual 
basis.

Lab Offering Tours of Superfund Sites

By Ron McNicoll
The Metropolitan Trans-

portat ion Commission 
(MTC) has released a report 
showing a strong economy 
in the Bay Area, and the 
high housing prices and 
rents that go with a boom 
time. 

Released last week, the 
report taken from data re-
corded in 2015, is called Vi-
tal Signs. It gives snapshots 
of data on a variety of topics. 
They include jobs, housing, 
transportation choices by 
commuters, and a slowdown 
in development of green-
fields compared to the last 
decade of the 1990s. 

The Bay Area reached a 
record $722 billion in eco-
nomic production in 2015. If 
the Bay Area were a nation, 
it would rank 25th among 
the world’s economies, says 

Profile Shows High Housing Costs 
Accompany Bay Area Jobs Boom

the report. Unemployment 
continued  to decline. Me-
dian household income 
reached its highest levels 
since 2008, prior to the start 
of the Great Recession.

Bigges t  job  sec to r 
growth was in high-tech 
businesses, especially those 
that are web-related, with 
San Francisco and Silicon 
Valley growing 20 percent 
over two years. 

The lowest-cost homes 
in the Bay Area remain 
in eastern Contra Costa 
and Solano counties, with 
median housing prices at 
$300,000. The Bay Area 
median is $708,400, and 
in Alameda County it is 
$604,800.

In the Valley, the median 
price home in 2015 ranged 
from a low of $620,500 
in Livermore, to a high of 
$880,300 in Pleasanton. 
Dublin’s median price was 
$706,900.

Listed rental median 
prices in the Valley in 2015 
were a low of $1940 per 
month in Livermore, $2350 
in Pleasanton, and the high 
of $2410 in Dublin. That 
compares to the Bay Area 
at $2340 and the county at 
$2160.

The type of housing has 
changed. In 2005, 45 pecent 
of new homes were multi-
family; in 2015, 63 percent 
were multifamily.

Household incomes 
in the Valley range from 
$101,000 in Livermore 
to $124,800 in Pleasan-
ton, with Dublin reporting 
$118,800. The median in 
the county was listed at 
$81,700 and in the Bay Area 
$88,800.

One aspect of growth, 
development of greenfields 
slowed from 2000 to 2012, 
to the point where it was 32 
percent lower than green-
field development in the 
1990s. The  report said 

that the Great Recession’s 
damper on incomes and 
home finances was respon-
sible. However, other rea-
sons  may include the trend 
away from greenfield devel-
opment, which is a theme of 
smart growth. It would also 
represent “growth manage-
ment strategies established 
by cities and counties across 
the region,” which  include 
urban growth boundaries 
designed to preserve open 
space and edge agriculture.

Economically, the region 
improved immensely in 
recovering from the Great 
Recession. There are no 
statistics for individual Val-
ley  cities. Hoewver, eastern 
Alameda County saw a gain 
of 17,700 jobs between 
2010 and 2015. East County 
lost 1900 jobs from 2005 
to 2010, the period that 
included the beginning of 
the Great Recession.

Many more jobs were 
created in San Francisco 
and Silicon Valley, both 
before and after the Great 
Recession. San Francisco 
grew 125,400 jobs from 
2010 to 2015, but added 
139,900 in the five-year 
period previously. North-
ern Santa Clara County 
and San Jose combined 
added 185,000 jobs before 
the Great Recession, and 
156,000 afterward.

Those big job centers 
are a magnet for commut-
ers around the Bay Area. 
San Francisco pulls in a net 
150,000 commuters daily,  
Santa Clara County attracts 
100,000 workers. Suburbs 
with significant amounts of 
housing, but few high-wage 
jobs contribute heavily to 
the flow. In addition, nearly 
120,000 commute into the 
Bay Area each day.

Most commuters are 
driving alone to work, al-
though some are carpool-
ing, taking public transit or 

telecommuting. In Liver-
more, 79 percent drive 
alone, 8 percent carpool and 
4 percent use public transit. 

In Pleasanton, 73 per-
cent drive alone, 8 percent 
carpool, 8 percent use pub-
lic transit, and 7 percent 
telecommute. In Dublin, 
72 percent drive alone, 9 
percent carpool, 10 percent 
take transit and 6 percent 
telecommute.

Although the report does 
not say it, Livermore’s 
statistics might reflect two 
variables not present in 
Pleasanton and Dublin. One 
is the presence of two major 
science labs, with about 
half of their employees 
living in Livermore. That 
could explain a higher num-
ber of single-car drivers 
compared to other Valley 
cities, because of relatively 
short commutes within 
Livermore. That statistic 
could bear on the lower 
transit figure, too, because 
fewer people would need 
to take BART,. The lack 
of a BART station would 
discourage commuters who 
might have job destinations 
near BART, but who do not 
want to drive to Pleasanton 
or Dublin and look for park-
ing there.

In  the Valley, overall 
commute times are close 
among the three cities. 
Dublin and Pleasanton 
check in with 31 minutes, 
and Livermore’s time is 29 
minutes. With a high num-
ber of local Lab employees, 
the statistic could reflect 
that fact. 

People driving alone 
averaged 27 or 28 minutes; 
carpools ranged 31 to 33 
minutes among the three 
cities. The fastest transit 
commute is in Pleasanton, 
with 60 minutes, Dubliners 
take 64 minutes and Liver-
more residents 68 minutes.
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Small Business  
Tax Returns

Individual Tax Returns
Accounting Services

Tax Planning

(925) 399-4226
conundrumgroup.net  

Affordable  
Experienced • Friendly

Live Music Every Sunday!
(indoors if poor weather)

Gorgeous Grounds Available For Weddings & Events
Fine Wines Made From Our Own California  

Certified Organic Grapes

1356 S. Livermore Ave, CA | (925) 447-8941
Hours: 12-4:30pm; Closed Wed

Reservations Required 
(925) 456-3333

4040 East Ave, Livermore
terramialivermore.com

Treat Your Sweetheart  
to a Valentine’s Dinner

Tues, Feb. 14 • 5pm-9:30pm 
Traditional Italian 3-Course Menu 

$69 per person + tax + gratuity
Complimentary Rose & Prosecco Toast

For Your Valentine!

Donate Your Vehicle to  
tri-ValleY conserVancY
Help Preserve Land for Future Generations

Donate cars, trucks, boats, tractors and 
RV’s. Running or not. Tax Deductible.

call 1-888-686-4483 
or visit

triValleyconservancy.org

The Cooper family from Livermore took part in the Women's March in Oakland last Saturday. 

The photo shows the depot in service. It was taken by John Harder in 1969 and is 
part of the Livermore Heritage Guild collection.

Two women from the Tri-Valley offered their views on 
the atmosphere surrounding the women's march held in 
Oakland last Saturday.

Christine Steiner reported, As we face uncertain times 
globally and nationally,  joining the Women’s March in 
Oakland affirmed what America is all about.

It was truly inspiring to experience the camaraderie on 
the BART train from Pleasant Hill as we appeared to have 
one destination.  Drums, French Horns fought for space, 
and laughter and smiles bound everyone together.  These 
feelings continued as our group joined the mass of humanity 
waiting patiently to join the main throng.  

Talking to others, I realized that not only were the partici-
pants of every age - infants in strollers to seniors, disabled 
and every race and religion, they represented every income 
bracket.  There were doctors, health professionals, attorneys, 
teachers and techies to name a few. Many came as families 
- the men equally concerned about equality.  

Health professionals were driven by concern for their 
vulnerable patients and health care in general. For housing 
professionals, it was concern for providing stable, safe and 
affordable housing. For the legal profession the focus was 
on equal justice and representation.  

There was no violence only smiles and acceptance that 
we shared one goal to better our communties and uphold 
the values America represents.  

For us seniors, it was a reminder of battles fought and 
won, but often taken for granted by a younger generation. 
Gloria Steinem is a foreign name to many. My granddaugh-
ter, who marched in Washington DC, was surprised at the 
number of older people marching.  The Grey Panthers are 
long forgotten, but the concerns young and old share are 
the same. The message was loud and clear from all over the 
country and world.  

Women matter and we are in this together.  Yes we can. 
Elva Cooper described her experience. On January 

21st, three generations of Coopers marched in Oakland in 

Participants in the 
Women's March 
Report on the Event

opposition to Trump’s proposed policies. Elva Cooper says 
they were happy to do something positive in the face of a 
very different future.  

"I was very proud that not only my daughter and grand-
daughters marched, but my husband and son, together with 
his family, joined in.  Even though it was a rainy day, we were 
all in a good mood.  There were bands, singing of “We Shall 
Overcome," and chants.  It was a huge  human crush, but we 

did not care.  Everyone was friendly. It was very peaceful.  
There were people of all races, ages and ethnicities.  It was 
very impressive that many handicapped people came with 
walkers, canes, and wheelchairs.  

"All were there to band together for human rights of every 
kind.  I told my grand daughters that they were participating 
in an historical event."

that location since 1892. In 
1976 the tracks were moved 
away from the depot several 
blocks to the north. Since 
then, the depot has seen 
a variety of uses, ranging 
from a real estate office to 
a restaurant; none of them 
transit oriented.

At its new location, it  
will be returned to service as 
Livermore’s depot for ACE 
trains and LAVTA (Wheels) 
buses. 

The city will use $2.5 
million dollars of federal 
grant funds for the project. 
To be eligible for the grant, 
the Depot must be used for 
transit related purposes. 
The total cost of the project 
will be $4.1 million with 
$221,000 coming from the 
general fund, $1 million 
from former  redevelopment 
funds, and $21,000 in Mea-
sure B money.

The council heard from 
those who favored moving 
the depot, as well as though 
who voiced the view that it 
should remain where it has 
stood for well over a 100 
years.

Those opposed, pointed 
out that history is Liver-
more's connection to the 
past. In moving the depot, 
a false history would be 
created. 

Kathy Chase declared, "I 
do not want it moved." She 
suggested that no decision 
should be made on mov-

ing the depot until a plan 
for the property had been 
determined. It could be pos-
sible to integrate it into any 
development plan. Bus and 
ACE tickets could be sold at 
its current location.

Nancy Mulligan said it 
saddened her that Livermore 
has never made the effort to 
save historic buildings. She 
launched an online petition 
urging the council not to 
move the depot, turning in 
23 pages of signatures to 
the city clerk. Mulligan said 
she would be willing to lead 
the effort to raise funds, if 
needed, to restore the depot.

Jeff Kaskey, president 
of the Livermore Heritage 
Guild, told the council that 
he agreed with the staff 
recommendation to move 
the depot. The Guild, which 
voted to support the move,  
believes  the opportunity 
to restore the depot and put 
it back into use for transit 
represents the best possible 
outcome for this resource. 
Since it will be used as it was 
historically, it would meet 
the criteria to be listed on the 
National Historic Registry. 

Dawn Argula stated that 
the depot had languished 
at its current site. No long 
term use has worked. Now 
the city is planning to use it 
for transit. The funding has 
been identified to restore and 
maintain it. 

Barbara Soules, a mem-

ber of the Heritage Guild, 
pointed out that funding op-
tions were limited to restore 
the depot at its current site. 
She said she had debated on 
whether or not to support the 
move, deciding to endorse it. 
She was pleased that the sug-
gestion to use it as a ticket 
office was implemented. 
The funds for renovation 
are secure. It will become a 
stop on the history walk. She 
suggested signage be put up 
to let people know where the 
depot is located.

Alan Frank noted that at 
its current location, it would 
never be returned to rail ser-
vice. Placing it back in use 
will enhance the opportunity 
of placing it on the Historic 
Registry. 

Rehabilitation of the 
building planned by the city 
will include improvements 
to the foundation, roofing, 
lighting, heating and ven-
tilation, and restoration of 
existing walls and ceilings, 
interior stairways and bath-
rooms. 

Also planned are re-cre-
ation of a passenger waiting 
area featuring a museum to 
showcase photographs and 
artifacts belonging to the 
Depot.

DEPOT
(continued from page one)

Official for the Livermore 
District, who along with 
other district representa-
tives, attended a presenta-
tion by School Services of 
California. It addressed the 
Governor's proposed 2017-
2018 budget and summa-
rized the findings.

Kinder pointed out that 
the proposed budget re-
flects a recovery slowdown 
and the fact that there are 
many unknowns at the 
federal level. 

In analyzing the im-
pacts on the district, Kinder 
noted that contributions 
to California Public Em-
ployees' Retirement Sys-
tem (CalPERS)  and the 
California Sate Teachers' 
Retirement System (Cal-
STRS) continue to go up.  
In 2017-2018, there will be 
a 20% increase, handicap-
ping school districts, said 
Kinder. "Any new money 
from the state goes back out 
to pay into the retirement 
systems."

Budget numbers aren't 
final. The Governor issues 
what is called the May 
revise each year. Kinder 
commented, "Hope is not 
a strategy, but we can al-
ways hope that the market 
will help. We need to be 
thoughtful and strategic in 
how we plan."

Trustee Kate Runyon 
stated, "The uncertainty at 
the federal level is an is-
sue." Runyon, who also at-
tended the meeting in Sac-
ramento, said that revenue 
is down due to anticipated 
tax law changes. People 
are deferring actions, such 
as selling stock, hoping 
to have lower tax rates in 
the future. "California is 
extraordinarily dependent 
on high income people 
paying income tax for its 
state budget."

In looking at the pro-
posed 1.48% COLA (cost 
of living allowance) in 
funding for the coming 

year, Runyon said that is 
not enough to cover the 
retirement contributions. 
"That means there will be 
nothing for salary increas-
es." She suggested that 
the district monitor actual 
collection of revenues at 
the state level and compare 
them to projections prior 
to issuance of the May 
revise.

Board President Craig 
Bueno expressed frustra-
tion over how schools are 
funded.  California is the 
home of Google, Apple, 
Facebook and other tech. 
The stock market is at an 
all time high. CalPERS is 
tied directly to the stock 
market. He said, "It makes 
no sense that we are doing 
this well as a state and 
cannot rely on funding 
for schools. The system 
is fundamentally flawed. 
It puts a lot of pressure 
on districts. Jobs are tied 
to the budget. Notices are 
sent out each year telling 
people they may not have 
jobs. No industry could 
possibly work with a bud-
get like this."

C O M M E N T S  O N 
TRUMP NOMINEE

Cate Sarraille, Presi-
dent of the Livermore Ed-
ucation Association, read 
a prepared statement re-
garding President Trump's 
nominee for Secretary of 
Education, Betsy DeVos.

She stated, "Those of us 
familiar with education are 
puzzled by Mr. Trump's 
nomination. If she ap-
plied to be Superintendent 
of the Livermore School 
District, I don't think she 
would make it through the 
first round. She has never 
taught in the classroom, 

COSTS
(continued from page one)

has no experience in public 
education, believes that tax-
payer funds should be used 
to fund private schools, and 
thinks public schools should 
be privatized."

Sarraille went on to co-
mare DeVos's experience 
with what is expected of 
educators at a local level. 
"Based on the requirements 
of the California Teaching 
Commission and California 
State Legislature, coun-
selors, nurses, speech pa-
thologist, psychologists and 
teachers have to meet spe-
cific requirements in order 
to work in public education."

She pointed out that the 
union has provided funds 
to allow for its members to 
enroll in education develop-
ment classes, and to attend a 
variety of conferences to im-
prove teaching by learning. 
She hoped that the district's 
upcoming budget would also 
provide funding for teachers 
to be able to improve their 
skills.
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The Pleasanton Police 
and Pleasanton Unified 
School District are warning 
students and parents con-
cerning the consequences 
of the Assassin Game, 
which last week led to a 
911 call reporting a bur-
glary in progress.

Police officers who re-
sponded  found the suspect-
ed burglers were playing 
the “Assassin” game.

The annual game “As-
sassin” is now being played 
by students from Foothill 
High School and Amador 
Valley High School. This 
game is not sanctioned, 
supported, or approved 
by the Pleasanton Uni-
fied School District. The 
Pleasanton Police Depart-
ment and the school dis-
trict are collectively con-
cerned about safety. They 
are reaching out to parents 
and students with impor-
tant information about this 
dangerous activity.

For those who are un-
aware of the game, teams 
of seniors are assigned 
“targets” whom they have 
to “assassinate” using toy 
Nerf type guns that fire 
foam darts. Each partici-
pant pays an entry fee and 
after several rounds and 
several months of play, the 
winner is the last person 
standing. The winner col-
lects a large pot of cash. 
The collection and cus-
tody can create liability 
for the game organizer as 
participants often make 
accusations of mishandling 
or gouging of funds. There 
are specific rules concern-
ing the type of weapon 
used. The weapon cannot 
be altered or painted in 
any fashion, there are rules 
regarding times and loca-
tions the subjects may be 
“assassinated,” and so on.

Assassin Game Triggers 
Call to Police in Pleasanton

Croce Elementary School, 
5650 Scenic Avenue.  The 
second meeting will be held 
onon Tuesday, January 31, 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Cresta 
Blanca Room of the Robert 
Livermore Community Cen-
ter, 4444 East Avenue. 

"Holding more than one 
meeting for public input pro-
vides options so if a person 
is busy on one date, they can 
hopefully attend at another 
time," said Lawrence. "For 
this planning process, we 
believe that the people most 
impacted, the residents of 
Springtown, should have a 
meeting in their neighbor-
hood and focused on collect-
ing their input. Yet, because 
the final results of the plan, 
future development, and 
possible funding for devel-
opment and operation may 
come from a community-
wide source, it is important 
to receive input from the 

fied developer at the table to 
discuss the location and size 
of a hotel."

Both Presidio and Lennar 
had requested a nine month 
extension of the ENRA to 
allow them to continue to 
work with the city and the 
community in development 
plans. 

A spokesperson for Pre-
sidio said the company is 
1000% committed to build-
ing an upscale hotel some-
where on the site, including 
the potential to build it next 
to Blacksmith Square on 
the westside of Livermore 
Avenue.

Lennar 's  spokesper-
son said the company was 
looking to follow staff and 
council's lead engaging the 
community to look at the 
site plan.

In arguing to extend the 
ENRA for both Lennar and 
Presidio, Marchand said 
that the plan presented to 
the public  represented the 
information in the request 
for proposal (RFP) issued by 
the city. Lennar and Presidio 
were selected because it was 
believed they had the ability 
to build whatever the com-
munity wanted. The city has 
not had a chance to negoti-
ate with them, because the 
council had asked for more 
information. 

Marchand said later that 
there had not been a real 
plan, rather a response to the 
RFP, which was based on the 
Downtown Specific Plan.

Councilmember Bob 
Coomber pointed out that 
the public had been asked 
to comment on a real plan 
that had been presented by 
Lennar and Presidio. Par-
ticipants at the workshop 
were asked to comment on 
such aspects as design, not 
on such items as housing 
numbers and the location of 
a hotel.

 Woerner said that speak-
ing in favor of extending the 
ENRA for both Lennar and 
Presidio was a tough one 
for him. "The council, in 
selecting them, concluded 
that they had the corporate 
substance to deliver the 
product." He felt there had 
been a distortion of reality 
and the community became 
polarized. He stated, "We 
need to work together to 
get it right. I heard Lennar 
say they are willing to work 
with the community. The 
question is, is the commu-
nity willing to work with 
them." He suggested the city 
proceed with workshops, 
extend the ENRA for Lennar 
and Presidio, perhaps not 
for nine months, to see if it 
would be possible to come 
together on a plan.

Spedowfski said he found 
that people were in general 
agreement on the need for a 
hotel in the downtown. He 
was pleased that Presidio 
was willing to look at build-
ing it on the western parcel.  
He encouraged the city to 
focus on the hotel in the 
first workshops. He wanted 
to know how a hotel would 
work at either location, next 
to the Bankhead or on the 
western parcel.

Councilmember Bob 
Carling supported the down-
town hotel. He was less 
supportive of residential. 
He favored extending the 
ENRA for Presidio, stat-
ing, "I think Presidio is a 
first class operation. I am 
impressed with their willing-
ness to work with us."

Coomber spoke in favor 
of moving forward with 
the hotel and extending the 
ENRA for Presidio. He said 
that while he had heard over 
and over again the need for 
housing, "I'm not sure Len-
nar is the best fit."

The two companies had 
been selected by a previous 
council as the developers 
of two catalysts sites in the 
downtown: the Old Lucky 
Site, and land located to the 
west of the Bankhead The-
ater. Presidio would build 
the hotel on the eastside of 
Livermore Avenue, Lennar 
the housing and commercial 
on the westside. The Len-
nar/Presidio team proposal 
included 260 housing units, 
a 12,000 square foot market 
hall, a 135-room hotel, retail 
space, a conference center, 
and a 550 space public park-
ing garage.

The city is in the process 
of conducting studies in re-
gard to parking, traffic, and 

SPRINGTOWN
(continued from page one)

DOWNTOWN
(continued from page one)

housing in the downtown. 
Workshops are being sched-
uled to take public input 
on planning the area. Staff 
suggested that extending the 
ENRA  would allow for the 
studies and workshops to be 
completed prior to working 
on any development plan. 
They felt that  it would take 
4 to 6 months to complete 
the workshops, after which 
they could develop a plan 
for public comment.

Those who spoke in favor 
of extending the agreement 
with both  Lennar and Pre-
sidio were interested in pre-
serving housing on the site. 
They were also in support of 
a hotel. Sblend Sblendorio, 
representing Innovation Tri-
Valley, stated, "I support 
continuing negotiations with 
Lennar and Presidio. I sup-
port workforce housing and 
amenities businesses re-
quire, such as a hotel in the 
downtown. The companies 
have invested a lot of time 
and money." He would like 
to see if it were possible to 
meet the community's vision 
and their vision in one plan.

Livermore Downtown, 
Inc. Executive Director Ra-
chael Snedecor stated that 
a hotel is a missing link in 
the downtown. Businesses 
know they need the hotel. 
"We endorse moving for-
ward with both Lennar and 
Presidio."

Dawn Argula, CEO of the 
Livermore Valley Chamber 
of Commerce, also endorsed 
moving forward by extend-
ing the ENRA with both 
Lennar and Presidio. She 
said she was surprised and 
pleased to hear they were 
interested. 

However, residents who 
spoke commented on ter-
minating the ENRA with 
Lennar and Presidio.

Tamara Reuss told the 
council not to extend the 
agreements. She said the 
previous proposal had put 
the cart before the horse, 
which created an unwork-
able plan. "Lennar doesn't 
match the pulse of the com-
munity. We want this to be 
done right." She did not want 
to see too much housing in 
the downtown, adding that 
there were companies who 
would be willing to take a 
fresh look at the issue. 

Jean King urged the coun-
cil not to extend the ENRA. 
"Open up the process. With 
a new plan, we need to hear 
from other developers. Hold 
workshops, start the process 
over and don't try to rework 
the plan."

Jan Brovant said she 
agreed with speakers who 
did not want to extend the 
ENRA for Lennar and Pre-
sidio. People don't like the 
idea of stack and pack hous-
ing as represented in the 
2004 specific plan. There 
should be some housing, a 
hotel and a parking garage. 

David Rounds said the 
results of the last election, 
where two councilmembers 
were voted out of office, 
represented a mandate. The 
main issue during the elec-
tion was the downtown plan. 
He said he would like to see 
a new RFP focused on what 
residents would like to see 
in the downtown: much 
less housing and more open 
space.

Jeff Kaskey also brought 
up the election, calling the 
results a clear message that 
people want to be involved 
at the beginning in planning 
the area. He didn't know how 
to explain to the community 
continuing with the current 
process. He opposed extend-
ing the ENRA for both Len-
nar and Presidio. To come up 
with a plan that responds to 
the community's needs, will 
require some creative col-
laboration and could result 
in a solution such as creative 
communities where the resi-
dents are more engaged in 
the overall development."

"The community-focused 
process may make different 
developers interested or 
may cause you to weight 
the developers differently. 
It is important to do it right. 
We should move as quickly 
as we can, but no quicker," 
he concluded.

Beth Trutner, board presi-
dent of Livermore Shake-
speare Festival, was inter-
ested in a hotel, which she 
believes is needed as part of 
the growth of tourism. 

Looking over the former golf course.

entire community."
Both meetings will in-

clude: an introduction to 
cover the intended scope, 
process and schedule of the 
master plan process; expla-
nation of the constraints, 
opportunities and issues 
involving the site. Meet-
ings will include breakout 
or small-group sessions to 
brainstorm ideas for land 
use, features, facilities, ame-
nities, specific proposals, 
costs and funding; and a 
question and answer period.

When asked about sug-
gested options for the open 
space, Lawrence stated, 
"That is wide open. There 
are so many, but a few pos-
sibilities are open or natural 
space, trails and walkways, 
community gardens, spray 
park, recreational spaces or 
fields, a dog park, and an 
amphitheater."

He added that this plan-

ning process is not intended 
to address ownership of 
the property, property lines 
or reviving the area as a 
golf course.  The consul-
tant (RRM Design Group), 
LARPD and the City of 
Livermore are aware and 
mindful of the site's con-
straints involving access to 
Springtown, parking and 
environmental restrictions.

"After these first two 
public meetings, creation of 
the first alternative plans will 
take about eight weeks," said 
Lawrence.  "Then, after the 
public input on the options, 
it will take about six weeks 
to develop the preferred plan 
or design. After that, it will 
take the consultant about 
nine weeks to prepare the 
final plan and final report."

The public Springtown 
Golf Course closed in 2015 
due to ongoing annual defi-
cits.  Today, the land reflects 

the inherent beauty of the 
valley - grassy knolls dot-
ted with century-old olive, 
pine and eucalyptus trees 
with distant views of Mount 
Diablo and Brushy Peak.  
The land is home to native 
wildlife, and many birds 
including owls, hawks, kites 
and geese.

"The City bent over back-
wards trying to resolve the 
issue of the property’s use 
for years and worked with 
a number of golf operators 
trying to keep the golf course 
operational, but it just had 
not been a feasible concept 
for years," said Lawrence.  
"Now we want to make 
sure that residents have the 
opportunity to he heard and 
involved in the process."

For more information, 
including updates and meet-
ing announcements, visit 
www.larpd.org, or call (925) 
373-5786.

A major concern for par-
ents, school staff, and police 
is that the thrill of the game 
overrides common sense 
in many instances. Partici-
pants do not think about 
how their behavior is being 
viewed or interpreted by 
community members who 
see people with potentially 
dangerous weapons, often 
chasing others on foot or in 
vehicles, and surprising their 
“targets” in stores or at their 
homes. Non-participants are 
frightened or feel threatened 
because only participants 
are aware at the time that 
the behavior is not real but 
rather a game being played.

Unfortunately our stu-
dents are engaging in be-
havior that has possible dire 
consequences. Thus far there 
have been no serious injury 
or situation, but there is sig-
nificant concern that day is 
coming. 

Some examples of dan-
gerous behavior among par-
ticipants include: painting 
or disguising weapons to 
make them look more real-
istic; reaching for concealed 
weapons in public places; 

lying in wait behind bush-
es, trash cans, vehicles or 
fences; accessing or hiding 
on the property of another, 
often late at night; waiting 
for a target while dressed 
in all black or camouflaged 
clothing; reckless driving 
to avoid being targeted; car 
loads of teens driving around 
“stalking” or “hunting” their 
targets; jumping out of mov-
ing vehicles to attack or flee 
from other participants; and 
conducting a “drive by” 
shooting of a target in a park-
ing lot or public street.

When viewed through a 
non-participant’s eyes, the 
behaviors look and have 
all the elements of an ac-
tual threatening or violent 
event unfolding. They often 
prompt multiple calls to the 
police who respond to what 
they believe is a danger-
ous and potentially violent 
incident in progress. Not 
only does this consume sig-
nificant time and resources 
of emergency personnel, it 
also jeopardizes the safety 
of the community when 
actual emergencies cannot 

be responded to in a timely 
manner. Furthermore, in 
the eyes of a startled home-
owner protecting his or her 
family or property, a violent 
response to a player is quite 
possible.

The Pleasanton Police 
Department and the Pleasan-
ton Unified School District 
urge students to consider 
the potential ramifications of 
their behavior and to avoid 
playing this game. Students 
will face suspension if any 
weapons, even imitation 
guns, are brought to school. 
If evidence is discovered of 
the game being played on 
campus, students will face 
disciplinary action.

To the parents of partici-
pants and high school aged 
children:  have a serious and 
candid conversation with 
your children about the very 
real dangers of this behavior. 
To participants:   recognize 
that the only people who 
know this is a game are those 
directly involved; others 
who see your behavior likely 
believe a real threatening 
situation is unfolding.
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Pictured is the Granada High School Wrestling Team at 
the King of the Mat Tournament, Windsor High School.

Last Thursday the Amador Valley High School JV soccer 
team shutout Cal High 2-0.  The Amador team plays again 
tonight, 4 p.m. at home against San Ramon Valley.
 

Kevin Cai, pictured at far left, captured second place in 
a regional fencing tournament: Redwood Empire RYCat 
Y14 Men's epee. The Livermore resident is an 8th grade 
student at Mendenhall Middle School. He trains at the 
Las Positas Fencing Center where fencing is taught 
through Las Positas College’s Community Education 
program.

Alexis Yciano of Discovery Bay, who trains at 
Pleasanton’s Tri-Valley Judo represented  the USA in 
the Pan American Championships in the Dominican 
Republic where she placed 3rd and earned a Bronze 
Medal. Alexis who has been training with Tri-Valley 
Judo for three years has been the #1 US player in her 
age and weight for the last two years. As a result of 
Alexis’s hard work, she has earned a spot on the US 
Jr National Team. Alexis prepared for the competition 
by training 5 days a week. Always the athlete, Alexis 
started Jiu-Jitsu at age 6.  Looking to expand her Jiu-
Jitsu skills she started Judo and fell in love with the 
sport. The tournament took place in Santo Domingo, 
Dominican Republic on November 11, 2016. Alexis was 
one of 46 athletes from throughout the US that were part 
of the US Jr National Team.  Alexis had a competitive 
division facing girls from Colombia, Brazil, as well as 
the Dominican Republic.

Pleasanton Seahawks' swimmers Miranda Heckman 
and Chris Jhong were selected to participate at USA 
Swimming National Select Camp at the Olympic Training 
Center.

Katie Strong scored two goals to help West Coast 
Wildkatz advance to final Four.

Pleasanton Seahawks                                                                   
Pleasanton Seahawk swimmers, 

Miranda Heckman, age 15 from 
Livermore, and Chris Jhong, age 16 
from Pleasanton, were chosen as two of 
68 swimmers from across the country 
for USA Swimming’s National Select 
Camp which took place Jan. 19-22 
at the Olympic Training Center in 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 

During the three-day camp, 
Heckman and Jhong experienced the 
day-to-day routine of a National Team 
athlete and utilized the state of the art 
training facilities. The campers  learned  
from top professionals about post-
race recovery, psychological training 
skills, nutrition and race strategy. The 
athletes also had the opportunity to 
hear from Olympian Elizabeth Beisel 

and National teamer Seth Stubblefield 
about their National team experience.  

“One of the longest standing Club 
Development programs, the National 
Select Camp is part of the pathway to 
the USA Swimming National Team,” 
said Pat Hogan, USA Swimming’s 
Club Development Managing Direc-
tor. “A strategic element of this camp 
is teaching and reinforcing the National 
Team culture which has always been 
a key part of the USA’s success in 
international competition. We want 
these athletes to cultivate a deep-rooted 
allegiance to Team USA.” 

Swimmers were selected from the 
SWIMS database of top times during 
the 2016 qualifying period, where 
the two fastest athletes in each event, 
ranging from age 14 to 16 are invited 
to the camp.  Coach Caitlin DeNise 
of the Pleasanton Seahawks was also 
invited to attend the camp.

Granada Wrestling
The Granada High School wres-

tling team has had a very busy 2017 
thus far as a result of hosting 2 tourna-
ments and a dual, as well as participat-
ing in 2 tournaments and a dual for a 
total of 6 events in 2 weeks.

Granada High Duals versus Ama-
dor Valley on 1/18 and Dublin on 1/19

The Granada High Wrestling 
Team lost a close and competitive 

match to a very tough Amador Val-
ley team on Wednesday, January 18, 
with a team score of 23-30. Granada 
won 7 matches, lost 6 matches, and 
forfeited one weight. The following 
day, Granada defeated Dublin 48-15 
where they lost 3 matches, won 8 
matches, and there were forfeits at 
182, 220, and 285 pounds. 

Each dual featured eleven JV 
matches which is a high number of 
JV matches for a dual. That volume 
of matches speaks to the concerted 
efforts of people in the Tri-Valley area 
working to grow the sport here, and 
Granada is very proud to be a large part 
of that effort and the positive effects 
brought with it.

King of the Mat Tournament at 
Windsor High School, 1/21/17

Varsity Tournament
Granada High School placed 9th 

out of 44 teams with 84.5 points
The individual results are as 

follows:
108 Ethan De La Torre (1-1) 11th
122 Jonathan Nguyen (3-1) 9th
128 Edward Vilchis (1-2)
134 Joseph Lestochi (1-2)
140 Ahmet Gueye (3-2) 7th
147 Jackson Volkir (2-2) 7th
154 Anthony Martinez (2-2) 6th
162 Jack Kilner (2-1) 3rd
184 Jack Lutz (3-1) 3rd
184 Zachery Stewart (3-1) 3rd
222 Francisco Midkiff (3-1) 9th

Barnburner Tournament at Liver-
more High School, 1/21/17

Junior Varsity Tournament, 24 
teams participating (no team scores 
kept)

The individual results are as 
follows:

Zachery Armstrong (3-0) 1st
Jordan Bets (3-0) 1st
Dylan Krauss (3-0) 1st
Moheb Salemi (3-0) 1st
Max Gomez (2-1) 2nd
Robert Gonzalez (2-1) 2nd
Jacob Gutke (3-1) 3rd
Majed Moussalli (1-0)
Tre Savino (1-2)
Richard Gonzalez (1-2)
Joshua Collom (1-2)
Haiden Rotermund (0-2)
Cody Brown (0-2)
Jacob Zayas (0-2)

West Coast Soccer
The #1 ranked U12 Girls soccer 

team in California, West Coast Wild-
Katz 05G continued with State Cup 
play in the quarterfinals on Sunday, 
January 22nd in Modesto. In the Nor-
cal rounds 1,2,3 of State Cup play the 
WildKatz walked away with not only 
wins but no goals scored against them 
in regulation play. Wildkatz advanced 
to quarterfinals, where they faced rival 
Diablo FC from Concord. Although 
West Coast dominated the first half of 
the game it was scoreless at halftime. 
Katie Strong opened up the scoring 
for the WildKatz midway through the 
second half. Strong put the game out of 
reach with her second goal of the game 
to help seal the victory to advance. 

Later in the day, the WildKatz 
faced Santa Rosa United in the semi 
finals. The game was evenly matched, 
ending in a 0-0 draw at the end of 
regulation. After two overtime periods, 
penalty kicks  determined who moves 
onto the state final. WildKatz fell just 
short as Santa Rosa United walked 

away with a 4-3 shoot out win. The 
WildKatz will continue with State Cup 
play as they take on Ajax Green in the 
battle for 3rd place in the State Top 8 
Bracket on February 12th.

Youth Track Club
FTC Track Club, a USATF (USA 

Track and Field) certified club that spe-
cializes in youth athletes from ages 7 to 
18, is building a team to compete this 
winter/spring in USATF track meets 
including a meet at the national level 
in July. The organizers are looking 
for athletes of all ages and different 
events, especially relays. Visit www.
ftctrackclub.com or contact Coach 
Jorge Quero, jquero@ftctrackclub.
com or (925) 209 7520.

Basketball on TV
For the sixth year, Tri-Valley TV30 

will broadcast four varsity basketball 
games this season including three boys 
games and one girls match-up. Starting 
on February 4th at 7 p.m., catch the 
Foothill boys varsity team facing off 
against California High School. The 
games will be tape delayed and debut 
every Saturday through February 18th. 
Watch on Comcast TV Channel 30 and 
AT&T U-verse via Channel 99 as well 
as streaming live on the TV30 website 
at www.tv30.org.

Play by play and color announcing 
will include TV30 sports personalities 
Ian Bartholomew, George "Dr. B" 
Baljevich and Tim Sbranti.  

The schedule will include: Foothill 
@ Cal – Boys (airs 2/4); Dublin @ 
Amador Valley – Boys (airs 2/11); 
amd Granada @ Livermore – Boys 
& Girls games (air 2/18)

Games will air on TV30 multiple 
times including every Saturday night 
at 7 p.m. For complete air dates and 
times visit the TV30 website at www.
tv30.org.  DVDs of the games may also 
be purchased by going to the website.
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By Laura Ness
First off, hearty congrats 

to all those who entered, 
and especially to those 
who scored medals for 
everything they entered, 
including Ehrenberg Cel-
lars (all for wines produced 
from vineyards outside the 
Livermore AVA). There 
were over 7000 entries in 
this competition, so tons 
of competition, but then, 
also more opportunities 
for really good wines to 
stand out.

While the overwhelm-
ing number of winners 
would take too long to 
list here, we thought we’d 
highlight some of the stand-
outs, including the Best of 
Class winners, which are 
always a prized plum.

Meredith Saboraria was 
pleased to take two Best of 
Classes, one for the 2014 
Stony Ridge “Trifecta” 
in the Bordeaux Blend 
Category and the other for 
the 2012 Syrah she helped 
finish while she was at 
Fenestra. Rhonda Wood 
scored a Best of Class for 
the 2014 Big Wood Zin-
fandel in the $32-$35.99 
Zinfandel Class.

Page Mill Winery was 
honored with a Best of 
Class for the 2015 Sonoma 
Mountain Pinot Noir from 
Farina Vineyard ($45), 
while Steven Kent Winery 
scored a Best of Class for 
its 2013 Home Ranch Cab-
ernet Sauvignon in the $63 
- $67 category. Well done!

In the $14 - $17.99 Char-
donnay Category, Wente 
Vineyards scored Silver 
for the 2015 Morning Fog, 
while in the $22 - $25.99 
Chardonnay category, Page 
Mill scored Silver for the 
2015 Chandler Vineyard 
Chardonnay, and Stony 
Ridge posted a Silver for 
its 2015 Del Arroyo Char-
donnay.

In the $26 - $29.99 
Chardonnay Category, 3 
Steves Winery garnered 
Gold for its 2015, as did 
Nottingham Cellars for its 
2015 Fraser Howard. Ruby 
Hill scored Gold for its 
2014 Livermore Chardon-
nay, as did Wente for its 
2015 Eric’s Small Lot. 

Fenestra Winery re-
ceived a Silver for its 2015 
Chardonnay in this catego-
ry, as did McKahn Family 
for the Russian River Val-
ley Chardonnay. Crooked 
Vine also added a Silver 
for its 2015 Del Arroyo 
Chardonnay, as did Rhonda 
Wood for her 2015 “Para 
Mas Amigas” Chard.

Page Mill scored Gold 
for the Vintner’s Select 
2015 Livermore Valley 
Chardonnay, in the $30-
$34.99 category, while 
Concannon Vineyard and 
McGrail Vineyards and 
Winery both scored Silver 
for their 2015 Livermore 
Chardonnays in that cat-
egory. 

In the $34 - $37.99 
Chardonnay category, 
Darcie Kent  Winery was 
awarded a Double Gold for 
the 2014 De Mayo Char-
donnay ($35), and made it 
a two-fer, with yet another 
Double Gold for the Hoff-
man Vineyard Chardonnay, 
priced at $40, in the $38 
- $41.99 Category. Way to 
go, Darcie and Julian! 

Occasio Winery scored 
a Gold for its 2015 Char-
donnay in the $34- $37.99 
category, while TateDog 
came home with Silver 
for its 2013 Livermore 
Chardonnay. Las Positas 
Vineyards earne

d a Silver for its 2015 

Livermore Valley Results from SF 
Chronicle Wine Competition 2017

Chardonnay ($38) in the 
next category up.

Page Mill also won a Sil-
ver for Angela’s Cuvee Rose 
while Crooked Vine scored 
a Silver for its Del Arroyo 
Pinot Noir.

Rhonda, who is recov-
ering from a broken leg, 
also reported she had been 
blessed with some nice 
scores from Wine Enthusi-
ast as well, including a 92 
points and Editors choice for 
the Wood Family Vineyards 
Chard and a 92 Collectors 
Circle on Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon “Especial,” plus 90 
on the Big wood Zin, 89 on 
“el Loco Rojo” (Bordeaux 
blend) and 89 on the 2014 
Cabernet Sauvignon.

In the $25 and up Viog-
nier Category, Crooked Vine 
scored a Silver for the 2015 
from Del Arroyo Vineyard. 
Longevity Wines scored 
Silvers for both its 2015 
Muscat Canelli and the 2015 
Pinot Blanc from Buttner 
Vineyard. 

Murietta’s Well scored 
a Double Gold for vintage 
2014 of “The Whip” in the 
White Blends $20 and up 
category, while Retzlaff 
Estate Vineyards and Winery 
brought home a Silver for 
its 2015 Estate Sauvignon 
Blanc.

In the $27.00-$30.99 
Cabernet Sauvignon Cat-
egory, Ruby Hill Winery 
scored a Double Gold for 
its 2014 Livermore Caber-
net, while Fenestra scored 
Gold for the 2012. Stony 
Ridge scored a Silver for the 
2014 Del Arroyo Cab, while 
Charles R did the same for 
its nicely aging 2010 Cab 
and Wente also posted a 
Silver for its 2014 Charles 
Wetmore Cabernet.

In the $31 to $34.99 Cab-
ernet Category, Bent Creek 
Winery scored Gold for its 
2014 Cabernet, Livermore 
Valley, as did Eagle Ridge 
for its 2013 Cabernet.

C o n c a n n o n  s c o r e d 
Double Gold for its 2013 
Livermore Cabernet in the 
$35-$38.99 category, where 
Cuda Ridge picked up Gold 
for its excellent 2014 Black 
Label Cabernet ,  Wood 
Family scored Gold for the 
2014 Cabernet and Retzlaff 
picked up Silver for its 2011 
Cabernet ($37).

In the $39 - $42 Cabernet 
Sauvignon Class, Crooked 
Vine and Concannon both 
scored Silvers: Concannon 
with the 2013 Mother Vine 
and Crooked Vine with the 
2014, while Leisure Street 
also piled on a Silver for 
its 2013 Thatcher Bay Cab 
($40) in the same category. 
Tate Dog also scored Silver 
in this category for its 2013 
“Artesan” Cabernet.

In the $43 - $46.99 Cab-
ernet Category, Caddis win-
ery scored Silver for its 2014 
Cab and McGrail scored a 
Silver for its 2013 Cabernet, 
and Mia Napote scored a 
Silver for the 2013 Lencioni 
Vineyard Cabernet.

Las Positas scored a Dou-
ble Gold for its 2013 Cab-
ernet Sauvignon in the $51 
- $54.99 Cabernet Category, 
while Wood Family scored 
Gold for its 2014 “Especial.”

The 2013 Las Positas 
Reserve Cabernet, took a 
Gold in the $67 and above 
Cab Category. Well done!

In the $59 to $62.99 
Cabernet Sauvignon Class, 
Cuda Ridge winery scored 
a Gold for its 2013, as did 
Nottingham Cellars for the 
2014 Smith Ranch Cabernet, 
while the 3 Steves scored 
Silver for its 2013 Liver-
more Valley Cabernet, and 
Nottingham Cellars took 

Silver for the 2014 Casa de 
Vinas Cabernet.

Topping the  $63 - 
$66.99 Cabernet Category, 
The Steven Kent Winery 
scored a prodigious Double 
Gold for its 2013 Ghiel-
metti Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon.

In the $15 - $18.99 Mer-
lot Category, Wente took 
home a Gold for its 2013 
Sandstone Livermore Mer-
lot, while in the $19 – 22.99 
Merlot Category, Longev-
ity scored a Silver for its 
2012.

In the $23 - $26.99 
Merlot category, Fenestra 
scored Gold for its 2011, 
and in the $31 - $34.99 
Merlot Category, Retzlaff 
hauled in a Silver for its 
2011 Estate Merlot.

In the $35 and up Mer-
lot Category, Steven Kent 
scored another Double 
Gold, this time for the 2013 
BDX Collection Merlot, 
while 3 Steves posted a 
Silver, as did Rodrigue 
Molyneaux Winery for its 
2013 Merlot.

In the $25 and over Cab-
ernet Franc category, Wood 
Family scored Gold for its 
2014, as did Fenestra for its 
2013. Crooked Vine took a 
Silver for its 2014, as did 
Cuda Ridge, while Darcie 
Kent took a Silver for her 
2013 Cab Franc called 
“Stone Patch.” Rodrigue 
Molyneaux also scored 
Silver for its 2013 Cabernet 
Franc, while Enoteca Five 
scored Silver for the 2012 
Lodi Cabernet Franc.

For Petit Verdot, both 
Concannon and Cuda Ridge 
scored Silvers for their 
2013s, while both scored 
Golds for their 2013 and 
2014 Malbecs in the $25 
and over category. Cuda 
Ridge scored Gold for both 
the 2013 and 2014 Mal-
becs. Las Positas scored a 
Silver for its 2014 Malbec.

For Bordeaux Blends up 
to $24.99, Cedar Mountain 
Winery took Silver for its 
2014 “Duet.” In the $25 
to $31.99 Bordeaux Blend 
category, Longevity scored 
a Gold for the 2012 “Press-
Ton.”

In the Bordeaux Blend 
$35 - $44.99 category, 
Wood Family scored Gold 
for its 2014 “El Loco Rojo,” 
Crooked Vine scored Silver 
for the “Moxie,” McGrail 
scored a Silver for its 2014 
blend and Fenestra took 
Silver for the 2012 “Con-
jugation.”

Las Positas scored a 
Gold for its 2013 “Mer-
itage, $72” in the Red Bor-
deaux $45 and over cat-
egory, while Darcie Kent 
scored Silvers for the 2013 
“Crown Block Red” and 
2013 “Choreography,” both 
$45. Nottingham Cellars 
also scored a Silver in this 
class for the 2013 “Su-
premacy.”

All in all, an impres-
sive outing for Livermore 
wineries in the Bordeaux 
categories overall.

Now, moving on to 
Rhones. In the $20 and 
over Grenache Category, 
Vasco Urbano scored a 
Gold for its 2014 Marina 
Ranch, and Fenestra scored 
a Silver for its 2012. Fenes-
tra also scored a Silver for 
its 2013 Livermore Estate 
Mourvedre.

Ehrenberg scored Silver 
in the $25-$29 Syrah cat-
egory for its 2012 Solano 
County effort, while Bent 
Creek scored Gold for its 
2014 Syrah in the $29 - 
$32.99 category. 

In the Syrah $37 to 
$40.99 Category, Dante 

Robere Vineyards scored 
Double Gold for its 2014 Es-
tate Reserve and a Gold for 
its 2014 Livermore Valley 
Syrah, while Mitchell Katz 
Winery scored a Gold for 
the 2013 Clark’s Vineyard 
Syrah. Caddis scored Silvers 
for both its 2013 and 2014 
examples. 

Las Positas scored a Gold 
for its “Obscuras” red blend, 
priced at $45, in the Other 
Red Blends over $25 cat-
egory, while they took a pair 
of Silvers for the 2013 and 
2014 “Coccineous” blends. 
Murrietta’s Well took home 
a Silver for the 2013 “The 
Spur” in this category.

Concannon took Gold for 
its 2013 Stampmaker’s Red 
in the Rhone Blends $25 and 
Over category. Dante Robere 
and Nottingham both scored 
Silvers in that category for 
its 2014“Dante’s Inferno” 
and 2014 “The Sheriff,” 
respectively. Aaron Luna 
of Fenestra also won silver 
for the Grenache-dominant 
blend, 2012 Infrared.

In the Petite Sirah up to 
$24.99 category, Concannon 
scored a Gold for the 2014, 
while in the Petite Sirah $25 
to $28.99 Category, Fenestra 
took home a Silver for the 
2013. In the $29 - $32.99 
Petite Sirah Category, Bent 
Creek took a Silver for its 
2014.

In the $33 and over Petite 
Sirah category, Dante Rob-
ere scored a Double Gold for 
its 2013 Livermore Petite, 
while Eagle Ridge scored a 
Gold for its 2012 and John 
Evan Cellars scored a Silver 
for its Barrel-Aged, Unfil-
tered 2013 Petite ($105). 
Concannon scored Silvers 
for its 2009, 2013 and 2014 
Petite’s in this category, as 
did Charles R Vineyards for 
its 2012 Petite, and Crooked 
Vine also racked up a Silver 
for its 2014.

In the $28 - $31.99 Zin-
fandel Category, Bent Creek 
scored Silver for its 2014, as 
did Eagle Ridge for its 2013, 
along with Stony Ridge for 
its 2014 Del Arroyo Zin, 
while Dante Robere scored 
Double Gold in the $32 - 
$35.99 category, and Darcie 
Kent came home with a 
Silver for her 2013 Field 
Blend Zin. 

In the $40 to $43.99 Zin-
fandel Category, Occasio 
took home Silver for the 
2014 Del Arroyo Zin.

In the $44 to $47.99 Zin 
category, Caddis came away 
with a Silver for its 2014 
“Double Dog” Zin.

In the $25 and up Zin 
Blends category, Dante Ro-
bere scored a Silver for its 
NV “Two Cellar Rats III.”

Garre Vineyard and Win-
ery scored a Silver for its 
2013 Livermore Primitivo, 
as well as a Silver for its 
2011 Livermore Valley San-
giovese, while Rubino Es-
tates took home a Silver for 
its 2015 Nebbiolo.

Las Positas took Silvers 
for both its 2013 and 2014 
Barberas and Silvers for 
both its 2013 and 2014 Tem-
pranillo’s, Livermore Valley.

Concannon also took a 
Double Gold for the 2014 
Paso Cabernet in the $19-
$22.99 category and Darcie 
Kent scored Double Gold for 
the Riva Blackjack Gruner, 
Gold for the Pinot and Silver 
for the Arroyo Seco Sauvi-
gnon Blanc.

Dessert, Anyone?
Eagle Ridge won Silver 

for its Cadison Dessert wine, 
while Bent Creek scored a 
Double Gold for its 2012 
Petite Sirah Port and Cedar 
Mountain scored a Silver for 
its Livermore Valley Port. 

Congratulations to all!

By Carol Graham
Appearances can be deceiving. 
"When we gather for our weekly meal and pro-

gram, folks in the room often do not know who is a 
volunteer and who is a Change Leader," said Asbury 
United Methodist Church Rev. Kim Risedorph. 
"Regardless of our role - volunteer, Ally, Change 
Leader - we are all changed by getting to know each 
other. Stereotypes begin to dissolve, genuine friend-
ships across economic divides are formed, and we 
find our common humanity."

Risedorph serves as president of the Tri-Valley 
nonprofit Partners for Change (formerly Circles 
for Change) with its mission to empower people to 
chart their course out of poverty and toward self-
sufficiency.   

On January 11, seven Change Leaders (partici-
pants) graduated during an evening ceremony held 
at the United Christian Church in Livermore. 

"I am very proud and excited to announce that 
our second class is graduating," said Executive Di-
rector Shana Peete.  "They will move on to the next 
phase of our program where they will be partnered 
with members of the community who will walk 
alongside them for the next 18 months as they use 
the tools we have developed and sharpened over 
the last four months to achieve goals they set for 
themselves."

The graduates have completed the program's first 
phase, a four-month course called Getting Ahead. 
Participants, called Change Leaders to reflect the 
active role they play in creating lifelong change, 
meet weekly in a supportive, self-reflective environ-
ment that starts with sharing a meal, courtesy of 
Open Heart Kitchen. 

 "Sharing a meal together is such a bonding 
experience and a vital piece of this program," said 
Clare Gomes, operations director for Open Heart 
Kitchen. "Partners for Change is a family, and sit-
ting down together at a dinner table provides a safe, 
warm, sustaining environment that fosters intimacy 
and conversation. We are honored and grateful to be 
a small part of the journey, and wish the graduates 
every success each step of the way."

After graduation, Change Leaders are matched 
with several Allies, volunteers who form a circle 
of support as the graduate engages new skills and 
knowledge on the path to financial independence. 

"I'm looking for a positive change in my life, to 
learn tools for change, to network with community 
members about how to change, and to see what the 
possibilities are," said graduate and Change Leader 
Peter Robinson. "Everyone faces change. I encour-
age others to not be afraid and take the first step." 

As a nonprofit, Partners for Change relies on 
grants and donors to fund its life-changing pro-
grams.  In addition to financial contributions, the 
organization welcomes volunteers to become Allies 
or to share life skills such as resume writing, finan-
cial planning, tutoring or cooking. 

"We exist to bring financial stability, and to offer 
a hand up rather than a handout," said Risedorph. 
"What makes this program successful is the long-
term commitment we make to each other.  Having 
a weekly meal together, having a curriculum that 
introduces us to different ways of making decisions 
and responding to setbacks, and walking along-
side each other changes lives. I am touched by the 
widespread community support, and inspired by our 
Change Leaders who show me what it's like to face 
adversity and to simultaneously live with hope."

To learn more visit www.circlesforchangetrival-
ley.org, or contact Shana Peete at (925) 583-1635 or 
at director@pfctv.org.

Change Leaders 
Recognized at 

Graduation

Interfaith Interconnect will present the February Religion 
Chat at  at St. Augustine's Catholic Church 3999 Bernal 
Avenue, Pleasanton,  on February 8, from 5:00 to 6:00 PM.  
The doors at the church will be open at 4:30 PM and close 
at 6:30PM so that attendees can visit with each other before 
or after the official program if they choose to do so.  This 
event is free of charge.  Everyone is welcome.

 The topic will be "What Myths Would You Like to Dis-
pel about Your Religion or Religious Practices? What Are 
Frequent Misconceptions?"

The speakers will be Rev. Lucas Hergert, Pastor of the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Livermore and Ms. Karen 
Miller, Pastoral Associate, St. Charles Borromeo Catholic 
Church.

Religion Chat is a monthly interfaith forum held on the 
second Wednesday of the month at one of Interfaith Inter-
connect's sixteen participating congregations in Livermore 
and Pleasanton.  The group's mission statement reads, "To 
enrich, educate, and inform ourselves and others about 
the great diversity of faiths and cultures in our Valley."  In 
order to accomplish the mission, a variety of events are 
held each year.

To contact the group, e-mail Interfaith.interconnect@
gmail.com.  For information, go to www.interfaithintercon-
nect.weebly.com or Facebook.

 
 

Religion Chat Speakers to Talk 
about Myths and Misconceptions



Mark Palajac
1923 - 2017

Mass of Christian Burial 
will be celebrated on Mon-
day, January 30, 2017, at 
10:30 a.m. at St. Charles 
Borromeo Catholic Church 

in Liver-
more for 
Mark Pa-
lajac, 93.  
Rev. Mark 
Wiesner, 
p a s t o r , 
will be the 
celebrant.  
Interment 
will be in 
t h e  B a -
kersfield 

National Cemetery in Arvin, 
CA.  

Mr. Palajac was born to 
Peter and Mary Palajac on 
November 11, 1923 in De-
troit, Michigan and passed 
away on January 20, 2017 
in Livermore.  He served 
his country as a member of 
the U.S. Army from 1943 
to 1946—truly a member 
of the Greatest Genera-
tion.  He moved to Southern 
California in 1948 where he 
met and fell in love with a 
beautiful Irish redhead, Una 
Hunter.  They were married 
in 1949 and there began a 
67 year “courtship.”  He was 
an electrical design engineer 
and worked in the aerospace 
industry.  He was employed 
by Hughes Aircraft Com-
pany in Culver City for 25 
years.  In 1981 he and his 
wife moved to Livermore, 
California when he began 
working at Lawrence Liver-
more Laboratory and retired 
from there at the age of 65.  
He derived much pleasure in 

in Mariposa with family and 
friends. 

Lois is survived by her 
younger sister, Mrs. Jeanne 
Houlis of Los Osos, CA. 
She was a devoted mother 
and mother-in-law to Cindy 
and John Thayer, Celeste 
and Deb Wheeler-Glover, 
Bruce and Jamie Wheeler 
and Lance Wheeler; a lov-
ing grandmother of Melissa 
and Carlos Blanco, Nathan, 
Wayne and Kevin Wheeler, 
Craig and Ashley Thayer, 
Mark Thayer, Lindsey and 
Jon Thorne and Jolan and 
Sam Glover; and doting 
great-grandmother of Da-
ron and Gavin Thayer, Jack 
Thorne, and expected soon 
another great-grandchild. 
Lois is also survived by 
nephew Jim Houlis and 
his wife Morgen, nephews 
Doug and Neil Wheeler, 
niece Lee D. Wheeler, and 
several great nieces and 
nephews. 

Friends and family are 
invited to attend a Memo-
rial service on February 4, 
2017, 1:00 p.m. at the Cal-
laghan Mortuary, 3833 East 
Avenue, Livermore. In lieu 
of flowers, please consider a 
donation to the “Pioneers of 
Granada High School Physi-
cal Education Scholarship," 
c/o Mrs. Danielle Mintz, 
The Career Center, Granada 
High School, at 400 Wall St., 
Livermore, CA 94550. The 
scholarship was founded 
in honor of Mrs. Wheeler, 
along with Mrs. Janet Frey-
tag and Ms. Donna Fong. 

Callaghan Mortuary is 
honored to be serving the 
Wheeler family. An online 
guestbook is available for 
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com

Robert Gordon Ferro
Mar. 15, 1944 – Jan. 13, 2017
Livermore

Bob Ferro, 72, passed 
away peacefully January 
13, 2017 after a 4 year battle 
with pancreatic cancer. The 

y o u n g -
est of four 
ch i ld ren , 
Bob  was 
b o r n  i n 
Honolulu, 
H a w a i i . 
His family 
moved to 
San Fran-
c i s c o  i n 

1958 where he attended 
Riordan High School. In 
1964, he married his high 
school sweetheart, Dar-
lene Hornick, at St. Anne’s 
Church in San Francisco. 
They moved to San Ramon 
in 1968 and to Livermore 

Lois Lenfest Wheeler
Resident of Fremont, CA
Aug. 11, 1928 – Jan. 4, 2017

Lois Wheeler, age 88 
passed away on Wednes-
day, January 4, 2017 after a 
year-long battle with breast 

cancer. 
L o i s 

was born 
in Dinuba, 
California 
the second 
daughter 
of Marian 
G a m b l e 
L e n f e s t 
and Jasper 

D. Lenfest. During her early 
years, the family moved 
several times between the 
San Jose area and Stanislaus 
County. Finally in the late 
1930’s, the family settled 
outside of Waterford on a 
125 acre parcel - a place 
that, for the next 40+ years, 
was fondly known as “the 
Ranch." Lois graduated 
from Oakdale High School 
in 1946 and then began 
her undergraduate studies 
at College of the Pacific 
in Stockton. In August of 
1949, she married Douglas 
Wheeler and they shared 
four children and a 27 year 
marriage.

In the early 1950’s, Lois 
began her teaching career – 
working in schools in Eure-
ka, Oakdale, and Sunnyvale. 
With a move to Livermore 
in 1960, Lois began a long 
and distinguished career in 
the Girls PE Department at 
Granada High School. One 
of 13 original teachers, she 
was instrumental in getting 
the school up and running, 
as well as being a well-
known pioneer and advocate 
for equality in the fields of 
girls sports. She was teacher, 
bus-driver, coach, mentor 
and friend - and always fore-
most in her mind, were the 
best interests of her students. 

Retiring in 1991, with 
27 years in the District and 
a total of 33 years in educa-
tion, Lois embarked on her 
second career. Always an 
avid reader and book collec-
tor, Lois spent the next 15+ 
years doing just that. She ran 
consignment collections in 
several places on the Central 
Coast, buying and selling 
and having a great time. 
Finally in 2006, she was 
able to realize her life-long 
dream of owning her own 
book store - Page One Used 
Books located in Historic 
Downtown Mariposa. After 
a couple of years of fun, 
Lois sold the shop and spent 
more time reading her own 
books and enjoying her time 
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Obituary/Memoriam Policies
Obituaries are published in

The Independent at no charge. There is a small charge for 
photographs in the obituaries.

Memoriam ads can also be placed 
in The Independent when families want to honor the memories 

of their loved ones. There is a charge for memoriam
ads, based on the size of the ad.

Please send an email to 
editmail@compuserve.comfor more information

A Non-Attorney  
Alternative
Paralegal Services

• Divorce • Deeds  
• Probate • Living Trust

I am not an attorney. I can only 
provide self-help service  
at your specific direction.  
Reg Alameda County #96. 
Charlotte R Hargrave LDA

CALL NOW!
(925) 577-4736

www.atlasdp.com
Atlas Document 
Preparation 
Services

120 Spring St, PLS

OBITUARIes
in 1977. Together they have 
four children, 12 grandchil-
dren, and two great grand-
children. 

Before dedicating his life 
to ministry full time, Bob 
worked at the S.F. Naval 
Shipyard, in the finance, 
banking, and leasing busi-
ness, and owned a Corvette 
restoration business called 
The Glass Shop. In 1978 
he started with Youth For 
Christ/Campus Life where 
he worked for 16 years. His 
favorite time was the annual 
trip to Catalina Island with 
high schoolers that changed 
so many lives. During 1983-
1987, he was also the Youth 
Minister for St. Charles 
Catholic Church in Liver-
more. Part of the beginning 
Bible study, he officially 
joined the Cornerstone staff 
as an Associate Pastor in 
1994. Following his passion, 
he opened Agape Christian 
Counseling in 2002, where 
he counseled until his pass-
ing. 

He enjoyed spending time 
with his family and grand-
kids, restoring corvettes 
and classic cars, coaching 
and attending many soccer 
games, watching football, 
vacationing at the ocean, and 
sharing Jesus with friends 
and strangers. 

He leaves behind his be-
loved wife, Dee, of 52 years; 
his son Todd, Kathy (Dear-
ing), and their 3 children, 
Nathan, Evan and Rayna; 
his daughter Tanya, Ken 
(Olsen), and their 4 chil-
dren Brian, (wife Lindsey 
and 2 children Austin and 
Kambria), Kaley, Hayden, 
and Chandler; his son Troy, 
Brandy (Gagaza), and their 
three children, Brianna, Car-
son, and Camden; his daugh-
ter Tresa, Scott (Patterson), 
and their 2 children Chaz 
and Shea.

A celebration of life will 
be held at Cornerstone Fel-
lowship, Livermore on Feb-
ruary 4 at 10:00 AM. In lieu 
of flowers, contributions 
may be made to the Cross 
on the Hill (Capstone Chris-
tian Ministries, 1695 Prima 
Drive, Livermore, 94550). 
or Valley Pregnancy Center, 
Pleasanton. 

He will be greatly missed, 
our beloved husband, father, 
grandfather, brother, uncle 
and friend…restorer of cars 
and people. 

Callaghan Mortuary is 
honored to be serving the 
Ferro family. An online 
guestbook is available for 
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com

tinkering in his garage and 
watching TV.  

He is preceded in death 
by his brothers, Andrew 
and Joseph and grandson, 
Nicholas.  He is survived 
by his wife, Una Palajac 
of Livermore; his seven 
children and their spouses, 
Jennifer and Charles Land-
wehr of Taft, Mark and Jan 
Palajac, Nancy and John 
Johnsen, Jo and Jim Lucas 
all of Livermore, Bill and 
Tara Palajac of Santa Cruz, 
Tom and Pam Palajac of 
Livermore and Stephanie 
and Todd Schwenk of Pla-
cerville; 12 grandchildren; 
7 great-grandchildren; his 
brother and sister-in-law, 
Peter and Patricia Palajac 
of San Diego; sister-in-law, 
Patricia Hunter of Downey; 
numerous nieces, nephews, 
great nieces and nephews; 
and cousins.  

A viewing will be held on 
Sunday, Jan. 29 from 4:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Graham-
Hitch Mortuary, 4167 1st 
Street, Pleasanton.  

To express online con-
dolences or sign an online 
guestbook please visit www.
EricksonAndBrown.com.  
Erickson & Brown Funeral 
Home in Taft is entrusted 
with funeral arrangements.

Audrey Shelton Coupe
Audrey Shelton Coupe, 

91, a longtime resident of 
Dublin, died Sunday Jan 
15th, 2017

Born on November 18, 
1925, in Nelson County, she 
was the daughter of the late 
Lucas Farrar Shelton and the 
Effie Harris Shelton. She is 

also preceded in death by her 
husband,  Kenneth Thomas 
Coupe.

She retired from the San 
Ramon Valley Services 
District. While retired, she 
enjoyed taking cruises and 
traveling throughout the 
United States. She also en-
joyed spending time with 
her sons, daughters-in-law 
and grandchildren.

She is survived by her 
sister Marion Schilling of 
Pasadena, CA; her sons 
Thomas Coupe and his wife 
Dawn of Corvallis, OR, 
Robert Coupe and his wife 
Cheryl of Antioch, CA; 
her  grandchildren, Jason, 
Dustin, Emerald, Christie 
and Nicole and eight great 
grandchildren.

Callaghan Mortuary is 
honored to be serving the 
Coupe family. An online 
guestbook is available for 
condolences at www.cal-
laghanmortuary.com

Dance Party
 This winter, Kiddie Academy of Livermore® will pro-

mote the social-emotional and health benefits of dance by 
inviting children and their parents to the company’s second 
annual Dance Party. During the event, Kiddie Academy staff 
members will teach different dances to attendees. The day 
then culminates in an energetic and exciting DanceParty! 
to showcase everyone’s dance moves.

This event is free and open to the public including cur-
rent students, new friends and families who would like to 
partake in this fun and unique experience. It will take place 
starting at 10 a.m. on January 28 at  1400 North Vasco 
Road, Livermore.

To reserve a spot to attend,  visit www.kiddieevents.com/
danceparty. For more information about Kiddie Academy, 
please visit www.kiddieacademy.com.

Advisory Committee
The City of Dublin is seeking applicants to fill one 

unscheduled vacancy on the Senior Center Advisory 
Committee.  Applications must be submitted to the City 
Clerk's Office at 100 Civic Plaza by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
February 7, 2017.

sHORT nOTes
The Mayor recommends all appointments, subject 

to confirmation by the City Council.  Because this is an 
unscheduled vacancy, the appointee will fill a term ending 
December 2018.  It is anticipated that the appointment will 
be made at the February 21, 2017, City Council meeting.  

Dublin residents interested in serving on the Senior 
Center Advisory Committee must complete an application.  
Applications may be downloaded and/or submitted online 
at the City's website, www.dublin.ca.gov/commissions, 
or obtained at the Dublin Library, Dublin Senior Center, 
Civic Center, or by contacting the City Clerk's Office at 
(925) 833-6650.

Pet of the Month
3 potato 4 potato at Stoneridge Shopping Center is hold-

ing a pet of the month photo contest. 
All pet owners are eligible to enter. The photo with the 

most "likes" will receive prizes.
The winner will be announced on Feb. 14 on 3 potato 4 

potato Facebook page and contacted shortly after to claim 
the prizes.

To enter, email a picture of a pet to Stoneridge@3p4shop.
com

For  i n fo rma t ion ,  ca l l  425 -7205  o r  ema i l 
Stoneridge@3p4shop.com

Scholarships Available
Stoneridge Shopping Center is once again helping a 

deserving graduating senior pay for college. Simon Youth 
Foundation, a national nonprofit that provides educational 
opportunities for at-risk high school students, is now look-
ing for qualified applicants who live near Stoneridge Shop-
ping Center and the surrounding community.

The application period has begun and ends on March 
1, 2017. Students can apply online by visiting syf.org/
scholarships.

Any student who will be graduating in the class of 2017 
and lives in the community surrounding a Simon property 
is eligible. Applicants can check their eligibility by enter-
ing their ZIP code at syf.org/scholarships. Recipients will 
receive up to $1,500 to enroll in an accredited college, 
university, vocational or technical school.

 In 2016, the Simon Youth Foundation awarded $1.2 
million to 300 students nationwide.

Recipients will be notified in May.

The Tri-Valley One-Stop Career Center, a service of the 
Chabot-Las Positas Community College District, is once 
again providing free tax preparation services to qualified 
low-to-moderate income individuals, families, and seniors 
from the end of January through April 15, 2017. The pro-
gram is offered in partnership with the United Way of the 
Bay Area through its Earn It, Keep It, Save It program. Tax 
returns are e-filed so that patrons can receive their refund 
in as little as ten days.

 All tax returns are prepared and double checked by 
trained and IRS-certified volunteers at two locations in the 
Tri-Valley---the One-Stop Career Center offices at 6300 
Village Parkway, Suite 100 in Dublin, and at the Pleasanton 
Library located at 400 Old Bernal Avenue in Pleasanton.

Tax preparation can cost a family between $300-$500 to 
have their tax returns prepared.  For a family on a limited 
budget, that is money that could be spent on rent, food, 
clothing or childcare.  The Earn It, Keep It, Save It program 
offers piece of mind at a stressful time.

Those interested in benefitting from this free service 
should assemble the following documentation to present to 

the tax preparer, and then call (925) 560-9431 to schedule 
an appointment in Dublin or Pleasanton.

 Photo ID for each person listed on the tax return
 Social Security card or ITIN for each person on the tax 

return
W-2's from all jobs held in 2016
Savings and checking account and routing numbers for 

direct deposit
Household's health coverage information (1095-A, 1095-

B, 1095-C)
Last year's tax return
Also bring, if applicable:
Property tax bill paid during the tax year
Child care provider information
All 1099s, 1098s and any other tax forms
Landlord's name, address and phone number for CA 

renters credit
Record of college-related expenses
For additional information or to schedule an appointment,  

contact the Tri-Valley One-Stop Center at (925) 560-9431.
 

Free Tax Preparation Offered  

On January 30, 1989, thirteen-year-old Ilene Misheloff 
was kidnapped while walking home from Wells Middle 
School in Dublin. Ilene’s family, friends, and members 
of the community meet each year to remember Ilene and 
follow the path she was taking to ensure that she will 
always be remembered. The investigation into Ilene’s 
disappearance continues in an effort to return Ilene safely 
to her parents.

The public is invited to join Ilene’s family and friends in 
the annual Candlelight Walk and Prayer Service in honor of 
Ilene Misheloff. The walk will be held on Monday, January 
30, 2017, at 7:00 P.M. The walk will begin at Wells Middle 
School (6800 Penn Drive, Dublin) and proceed to Saint 
Raymond’s Church (11555 Shannon Avenue, Dublin).

Anyone with information regarding Ilene Misheloff’s 
disappearance should contact Dublin Police Sergeant Dan-
iel McNaughton at (925) 833-6673. All tips will remain 
anonymous.

Annual Walk Set in the
Memory of Ilene Misheloff
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SABRINA BASCOM
(925) 337-0194

sabrina.bascom@bhgtrivalley.com
Cal BRE#01848451

101 E. Vineyard Ave 
#103, Livermore, CA

Marina Guevorkian
REALTOR, e-PRO
FIVE STAR Real Estate Agent Reward
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016
(925) 640-8824
SellingLivermore.com
CalBRE #01390611

A division of CMG Mortgage Inc.  NMLS #1820 Licensed by the Department 
of Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending 
Act.  #4150025  Branch NMLS # 508121  

Offer of credit subject to credit approval.  

Let’s Talk
Debi Zentner 
Loan Officer of the Year
925-200-6381
debi@divmg.com
NMLS 241540   

Monique Caires
Loan Officer
925-336-0202  
monique@divmg.com
NMLS 344058   

Home Loans

DENNIS SERRAO
Broker Associate /REALTOR
Serving Livermore & Tri-Valley since 1999
dennis.rebroker@gmail.com
TriValleyHomeSellers.com
(925) 876-3756
Cal BRE#01251442

Cindy Greci
(925) 784-1243

               

Dominic Greci
(925) 525-0864

www.GreciGroup.com

BRE#01323804 BRE#01707140 

GRIGRI

Sandee Utterback
(925) 487-0524

CalBRE#00855150

WWW.SANDEEU.COM
Specializing in 

Livermore’s  
Finest HomesOver Two Decades of Experience!

Gene Williams  
REALTOR®

(510) 390-0325
www.WilliamsReGroup.com 

Cindy Williams 
REALTOR®, CRS & GRI

(925) 918-2045

KRISTY PEIXOTO 
AND COMPANY
Estates, Ranches & Land Realtors

(925) 251-2536
kpeixoto@rockcliff.com
Estatesandranches.com
CalBRE #01256255

Professionals Choice  
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley’s Leading  
Real Estate Professionals & Services

(925) 980-5648
www.gailhenderson.com

Gail Henderson
Broker Associate, MPA  

 Commercial • Residential

Cal BRE
#01709171

Linda Newton
REALTOR®, GRI, SRES
(925) 216-2015

Linda.Newton@bhghome.com
BHGHome.com/LindaNewton

CalBRE# 01312631

DONNA  
GARRISON
925.980.0273

SUSAN  
SCHALL

925.519.8226

Search Tri-Valley Homes for Sale at
FabulousProperties.net

CA BRE Lic. # 01395362, 01735040, 01964566

To Place Your Ad, Call Your Account
Representative At (925) 243-8001

Team Evans  
Excellence in Real Estate

Craig & Rebecca Evans
CalBRE #01971528 | #01498025

TeamEvansRealEstate.com
925.784.2870

925.449.5888
brettdcaires@gmail.com
LIC#00958328

Brett D. Caires

 PREFERRED BROKERS 
Wanda Thompson
925.858.9128
411 So L St, Suite E, Livermore
BRE#00983781 / NMLS#244633

Top Producing Livermore  
Realtor since 1999

www.IvyLoGerfo.com
(925) 998-5312

Ivy CalBRE#01267853

Ivy
  

925 998-5312 
www.IvyLoGerfo.com 

Livermore’s Top Producing
   Real Estate Agent 2012  

   
BRE #01267853

 

Manheim is now hiring in San Francisco!
Part-Time / Full-Time Drivers

On-Site Hiring Event!
Thursday, February 2nd, 2017  •  11am  – 2pm 

29900 Auction Way, Hayward, CA 94544 

Apply online at: manheim.jobs and search for 
job number 144937 or Keywords 

“San Francisco” 
Manheim is an Equal Opportunity Female/Minority/Disabled/Veteran Employer.

MANHEIM– DRIVING A TRILLION DOLLAR INDUSTRY
If you love cars, Manheim is the place to be! Our 

employees are what make Manheim the company it is -
the largest and best automotive remarketing company in 

the world, with 20,000 employees in 122 operating 
locations around the globe.

If questions arise while completing the online application please call 1-855-621-8258 

LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 
ON PLACING LEGAL 

NOTICES IN  
THE INDEPENDENT
 Call  925-243-8000                      

STATEMENT OF 
ABANDONMENT

 FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME

FILE NO. 511722
The following person(s) has 
(have) abandoned the use 
of the Fictitious Business 
Name: Fixstars, 42808 Chris-
ty Street, Suite 106, Fremont, 
CA 94538.
The Fictitious Business Name 
Statement being abandoned 
was filed on 11/16/2015 in the 
County of Alameda.
The full name of Registrant: 
Fixstars Solutions, Inc., 440 
N. Wolfe Road, Sunnyvale, 
CA 94085 
 Signature of Registrant:
/s/: Akihiro Asahara, CEO
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 29, 2016. Ex-
pires December 29, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4047. Published January 5, 
12, 19, 26, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 525776
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Eden Villa, 
4115 Mohr Avenue, Pleas-
anton, CA 94566, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Catherine Payne, 955 S. L 
Street, Livermore, CA 94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business using the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on January 1, 2006.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Catherine Payne
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 23, 2016. Ex-
pires December 23, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4048.  Published January 
12, 19, 26, February 2, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 525565
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Area Plumbing, 
7100 San Ramon Rd. #75, 
Dublin, CA 94568, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Tong S. Kang, 7100 San 
Ramon Rd. #75, Dublin, 
CA 94568
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Tong S. Kang
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 16, 2016. Ex-
pires December 16, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4049.  Published January 
12, 19, 26, February 2, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 526317
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Symbiosis 
First, 3750 Cameron Avenue, 
Pleasanton, CA 94588, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
1)Cheryl Ann Lawer, 3750 
Cameron Avenue, Pleas-
anton, CA 94588 2)Adele 

Ranellone, 403 Lilac Lane, 
Lincoln, CA 95648
This business is conducted 
by Co-partners
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Cheryl A. Lawer, Partner
:s/: Adele Ranellone, Partner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 10, 2017. Expires 
January 10, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4051.  Published January 
19, 26, February 2, 9, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 525964
The following person(s) doing 
business as: XO Pandora, 
5177 Peony Drive, Liver-
more, CA 94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Jacob Stansky, 5177 Peony 
Drive, Livermore, CA 94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business using the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on January 11, 2012.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Jacob Stansky
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 30, 2016. Ex-
pires December 30, 2021.
The Independent Legal No. 
4052.  Published January 
26, February 2, 9, 16, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 525794
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Weston Proper-
ties, 2068 First Street, Liver-
more, CA  94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Matthew Ford, 2068 First 
Street, Livermore, CA  94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on January 8, 2007.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Matthew Ford
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on December 27, 2016. Ex-
pires December 27, 2021.

The Independent Legal No. 
4053. Published January 26, 
February 2, 9, 16, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO. 526338-39

The following person(s) doing 
business as: (1)Stony Ridge 
Winery (2)Stony Ridge, 4948 
Tesla Road, Livermore, CA  
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Crooked Vine, Inc., 4948 
Tesla Road, Livermore, CA  
94550
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on April 11, 2000.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Richard Corbett, Presi-
dent
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 10, 2017. Expires 
January 10, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4054. Published  January 
26, February 2, 9, 16, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 526438
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Arrow Jewelry 
Designs, 944 Marylin Ave, 
Livermore, CA  94551, is 
hereby registered by the 

following owner(s):
Tanya Lee Moreau, 944 
Marylin Ave, Livermore, CA  
94551
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on April 2014.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Tanya Moreau
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 12, 2017. Expires 
January 12, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4055. Published January 26, 
February 2, 9, 16, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 526062
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Discount Liquor, 
212 S.  L  Street, Liver-
more, CA 94550, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
VDHP, Inc, 43729 Cameron 
Hills Dr., Fremont, CA 94539
This business is conducted 
by a Corporatin
The registrant has not yet 
begun to transact business 
using the fictitious business 
name listed above.
Signature of Registrant(s)
:s/: Harish Moolchandani, 
President

Try Our  
Mobile Edition!

www.independentnews.com

port actions to stop Climate 
Change. He put together 
a coalition of states and 
nations united to halt the 
environmental damage  that 
has been increasing. Brown 
pointed out that California  
has become a leader in the 
effort. Brown’s voluntary 
agreement to accomplish 
the same goal as the Paris 
Agreement, collected 165 
signatories, representing 1 
billion people. “We cannot 
fall back and give in to the 
climate deniers. The science 
is clear. The danger is real,” 
said Brown.

On health care, Brown 
said that California now 
has 5 million more people 
covered by heath insurance 
than before, because of the 
Affordable Care Act. The 
coverage has come with tens 
of billions of federal dollars. 
If any of that is taken away 
by Washington, our state 
budget would be directly af-
fected, possibly devastated. 
"That is why I intend to join 
with other governors and 
with you to do everything 
we can to protect the health 
care of our people.

Brown does agree with 
Trump about the need for 
building more infrastructure, 
which will “create good-
paying American jobs.”

Brown declared that it’s 
important to advance the 
truth, and not “construct 
some  alternate universe of 
non-facts that we find more 

STATE
(continued from page one)

pleasing,” a reference to a 
Trump spokesperson’s as-
sertion about “alternative 
facts.” Along with  the truth, 
“we must practice civil-
ity. Although we have dis-
agreed,  often along party 
lines,  we have generally 
been civil to one another 
and avoided the rancor of 
Washington. I urge you to 
go even further and look for 
new ways to work beyond 
party and act as Califor-
nians first.”

Brown said there has 
been cooperation across the 
aisle on workers compensa-
tion reform, creation of a 
rainy day fund, and passage 
of a state water bond. “Let’s 
do that again, and set an 
example for the rest of the 
country. And, in the pro-
cess, we will earn the trust 
of the people of California,” 
said Brown.

 Assemblywoman Cath-
arine Baker (R-San Ramon)  
said of Governor Brown’s 
State of the State Address, 
"I was very encouraged by 
the Governor’s passionate 
call for bipartisanship in 
addressing the challenges 
facing our state. I stand 
ready to join him. I whole-
heartedly agree with Gov-
ernor Brown that we can 
show Washington how to 
work together to get good 
things done.

"We must work closely 
together to protect pro-
grams and values we as Cal-
ifornians all share. We must 

Traffic conditions are getting 
worse."

Only a few spoke at the 
Tuesday session; others have 
spoken at previous council 
meetings. Several noted 
that during construction of 
the apartment building, they 
had tolerated the narrowing 
of the road, assuming that 
it would go back to three 
lanes once the building was 
completed.

Speakers raised safety 
concerns, as well as express 
frustration over the traffic 
jams the new alignment has 
created. They noted that 
leading up to this bottle-
neck, drivers are constantly 

OWENS DRIVE
(continued from page one)

maneuvering from left and 
right to get in the one lane 
continuing on Owens Drive.

One speaker said there 
are only 23 parking spaces, 
including two designated for 
disabled drivers. "That's 23 
parking spaces that are caus-
ing hundreds of commuters 
to be backed up when they're 
coming home every day," he 
said. "It doesn't make sense."

Tom Corbett called re-
ducing the road from one 
to three lanes in front of a 
BART station, an unconscio-
nable strategy. "I couldn't 
believe a study would rec-
ommend that. If that number 

title that  she will continue to 
hold, while also performing 
Superintendent duties.

There was no action on 
any salary change for Ochoa. 
It will be the subject of “an-
other conversation,” said 
Laursen.

Rubino’s contract was 
terminated by the board 
in a closed session on Jan. 
6. After the vote, Laursen 
announced, "We made a 
decision based on our strong 
belief that his was not a good 
fit for our organization.”

Rubino was hired on a 
three-year contract, which 
began July 1. He was let go 
after a little more than five 
months. The district will pay 
off the rest of his $256,000 
contract. Independent of 
the salary obligation, the 
district will pay Rubino’s 
monthly medical benefit 
payments, unless he finds 
a job elsewhere, in which 
case the fringe benefit pay-
ments would stop. The full 
12 months of medical ben-
efits would cost the district 
$8400.

Before Rubino's selec-
tion, retired Amador Valley 
High School principal Jim 
Hansen served as  interim 
superintendent. He was cho-
sen after Superintendent 
Parvin Ahmadi left to lead 
the Castro Valley School 
District. Because of having 

to engage a second interim 
superintendent in two years, 
the board apologized to the 
live audience and television 
viewers.

The board discussed how 
to go about the next search. 
The result was a vote to issue 
a Request for Proposal for a 
new search firm,  eliminating 
the firm that nominated Ru-
bino as one of its candidates. 

Further, a 10-member 
search committee will be 
appointed to write a report 
on the best procedure to 
conduct the search. Trustees 

SUPERINTENDENT
(continued from page one)

Valerie Arkin and Steve Ma-
her will represent the board 
on the committee. Each 
board member will appoint 
one community member. 
Ochoa will appoint three 
staff members.

TEACHERS GET 
SLIGHT PAY HIKE
The board voted unani-

mously to raise teachers pay 
by 0.85 percent, a move al-
ready ratified by the teachers 
union. Further, various staff 
members will get stipends, 
including $7500 for the dis-

trict’s lead nurse, and $1000 
to speech and language pa-
thologists after one year’s 
service with the district.

The contract set the 2017-
18 instructional calendar, 
which  will  have Aug. 14 
as its, beginning and end 
June 1.

Association of Pleasan-
ton Teachers president Jan-
ice Clark, in supporting the 
pay increase, said a raise was 
“imperative” in order to re-
cruit more quality teachers.

of parking spaces are needed 
for the apartment building, 
the number of units should 
have been reduced. To take 
away public streets and give 
the land to a private party 
is wrong." He said that the 
lanes should be reconstruct-
ed at the building owner's 
expense, not at the public's 
expense.

One person did present 
a different view. Jim Van 
Dyke told the council that 
adding more lanes reduces 
the quality of life for every-
one. He suggested walking 
or biking to BART as an 
alternative to driving.

Read the Independent any place, 
any time and on any device.

also keep moving forward, 
and focus on the immediate 
issues facing our state such 

as, crumbling transportation 
and water infrastructure, and 
access to quality education 

and healthcare. I very much 
look forward to tackling 
these issues in a bipartisan 

manner so that we can cre-
ate a stronger California for 
future generations."
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Cable Installers Wanted!
Immediate openings for Cable Installers

No experience necessary, we will train.

$500 Bonus for no experience  
$2500 Bonus with sufficient experience

Benefits - Health, Dental, Vision, 401K 
Company vehicle with gas card provided

Bring current DMW report to interview. 
Call (916) 215-9309 to apply.

Open Interviews Mon-Fri 9am-3pm 
1920 Mark Ct. #190, Concord, CA

e

Don Faught, CRS, GRI
Vice President & Managing Broker 
925.251.1111
dfaught@apr.com
BRE# 00971395

INTERESTED IN A CAREER?
Are you a highly motivated individual who would entertain a NEW CAREER IN REAL ESTATE or are you an EXPERIENCED 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL that is looking for an innovative company to help you take your business to the next 
level?

Alain Pinel Realtors is just that, a team. We are a family owned company founded on integrity, professionalism and 
accountability, through a  motivated and support driven team. We have 32 offices in the San Francisco Bay Area 
and ranked #5 in the nation for agent productivity.

We will provide you with the support of a great sales team and an atmosphere of energetic, enthusiastic and 
successful real estate professionals. We have an extensive training program with skilled Mentors with proven 
results who can help you launch a NEW BUSINESS or reignite YOUR EXISTING CAREER.

Mark James
Pleasanton Office Development
REALTOR®  
Mobile: 925.216.0454 
Office: 925.251.1111 
markjames@apr.com  
www.apr.com/markjames 
BRE# 00697341

Mark Kotch
East Bay Director of  
Career Development
REALTOR®  
925.989.1581
markkotch@apr.com
BRE# 01409780

Don Faught
Vice President &  

Managing Broker
925.251.1111

dfaught@apr.com

INTERESTED IN A CAREER?
Are you a highly motivated individual who would entertain a  
NEW CAREER IN REAL ESTATE or are you an EXPERIENCED  

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL that is looking for an innovative 
company to help you take your business to the next level?  

Alain Pinel Realtors is just that, a team.

Gail Henneberry
REALTOR®

925.980.1900
ghenneberry@apr.com
ghenneberry.apr.com

Jo Ann Luisi
REALTOR®

925.321.6104
jluisi@apr.com
JoAnnLuisi.com

Kim Ott
REALTOR®

510.220.0703
kim@kimott.com
KimOtt.com

Alain Pinel Realtors is Pleased  
to Announce Our Association  
with Tracey Esling  
in Our Pleasanton Office

Experience The Difference  
Tracey Esling   925.366.8275    
tesling.apr.com

Tracey Esling
REALTOR®

925.366.8275
tesling@apr.com
tesling.apr.com

Dan Gamache
REALTOR®

925.918.0332
dangamache@apr.com
TriValleyHomeSearch.com

Amanda Pereira
REALTOR®

925.518.2887
apereira@apr.com
apereira.apr.com

Maureen Nokes
Broker Associate

925.577.2700
mnokes@apr.com
mnokes.apr.com

Sally Blaze
REALTOR®

925.998.1284
sblaze@apr.com
sblaze.apr.com

Kris Moxley
REALTOR®

925.519.9080
kmoxley.apr.com
Moxleyteam.com

Robin Young
REALTOR®

510.757.5901
ryoung@apr.com
ryoung.apr.com

Kelly King
REALTOR®

510.714.7231
lkking@apr.com
lkking.apr.com

Linda Futral
Broker/Realtor

925.980.3561
linda@apr.com
LindaFutral.com

Kat Gaskins
REALTOR®

925.963.7940
kgaskins@apr.com
KatGaskins.com

Miranda Mattos
REALTOR®

925.336.7653
miranda@apr.com
miranda.apr.com

Tyler Moxley
Broker Associate

925.518.1083
tmoxley.apr.com
Moxleyteam.com

Daniel Alpher
REALTOR®

925.548.6500
daniel@apr.com 
daniel.apr.com

Tim McGuire
REALTOR®

925.463.SOLD
tmcguire@apr.com
TimMcGuire.net

Gina Huggins
Broker Associate

925.640.3762
ghuggins@apr.com
ghuggins.apr.com

Judy Turner
REALTOR®

925.518.3115
jturner@apr.com
jturner.apr.com

Linda Traurig
REALTOR®

925.621.4073
ltraurig@apr.com
ltraurig.apr.com

Colton King
REALTOR®

925.980.6209
cking@apr.com
cking.apr.com

Lily McClanahan
REALTOR®

925.209.9328
lilym@apr.com
lilymc.apr.com

Blaise Lofland Real 
Estate Group
925.846.6500
blofland@blaiselofland.com
blaiselofland.com

Justin Ramos
REALTOR®

510.673.7004
jramos@apr.com
jramos.apr.com

Lynn Borley
REALTOR®

925.487.3371
lynnb@apr.com
lynnb.apr.com

Sara Lovett
REALTOR®

925.518.8177
slovett@apr.com
slovett.apr.com

Leigh Anne Hoffman
REALTOR®

925.918.2912
hoffmanhomesales@gmail.com

lhoffman.apr.com

Leslie Faught
REALTOR®

925.784.7979
leslie@apr.com
LeslieFaught.com

“Applications Requested  
for Citizens’ Bond  

Oversight Committee”
The Pleasanton Unified School District 
seeks community members for the Citizens’ 
Bond Oversight Committee, Measure I1 for 
school and classroom safety renovation, 
construction and modernization.
Interested parties please submit a letter of 
qualification and application. The deadline 
is February 28, 2017. 
Applications are available at the Pleasanton 
Unified School District Business Office, 
4665 Bernal Ave., Pleasanton, CA 94566 
or by calling (925) 426-4307, or email: 
pvanlooy@pleasantonusd.net, mochoa@
pleasantonusd.net, or www.pleasantonusd.
net, and are available at all school site 
administrative offices.

This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 4, 2017. Expires 
January 4, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4056.  Published January 
26, February 2, 9, 16, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 526727
The following person(s) doing 
business as: Perry Brother 
Transportation, 461 Harding 
Ave, Livermore, CA  94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Jeff Perry, 461 Harding Ave, 
Livermore, CA  94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name(s) listed 
above on January 1, 2017.
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Jeff Perry
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on January 23, 2017. Expires 
January 23, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4057. Published January 26, 
February 2, 9, 16, 2017.

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
(925)426-8656

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adopt a new best friend
TVAR 

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue  

Our current weekly adoption 
events include:

Saturdays - Dogs & Pup-
pies at Farmer’s Market in 
Pleasanton. The location is 
Delucchi Park, 4501 First St. 
Hours: 10:00am to 1:00pm.

Saturdays & Sundays - Kit-
tens at Dublin PetSmart, 
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. 
Hours: 11am to 3pm.

Visit our website, WWW.
TVAR.ORG, to see adoptable 
animals, volunteer opportuni-
ties, and how to donate.

Follow TRI-VALLEY ANIMAL 
RESCUE on Facebook, Twit-
ter, and Instagram.

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats 
& ranch cats for adoption. 

EMPLOYMENT
BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates. 

TO PLACE  
A CLASSIFIED AD OF 
LEGAL NOTICE IN THE 

INDEPENDENT,
Call  (925)243-8000 

 

MERCHANDISE
114) FOR SALE

FURNITURE SALE
Saturday 1/28

9:00AM - 4:00PM
2100 Pleasant View Lane

Livermore
Couch, Love Seat, Ot-
toman,  Cha i r ,  Hu tch , 
Speakers ,  Ha l f -moon 
desk, 4 Bar stools, 2 Din-
ing chairs,  End table, 
Bottom of China cabinet, 
Tow dolly, Cement mixer 

118) FREE SECTION

Free Pine & Oak Wood
You cut & haul it

Lots of Pine cones, too
Please call 

(408)897-3156 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 
and/or materials) be licensed 
by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law 
also requires that contractors 
include their license numbers 
on all advertising. Check your 
contractor’s status at www.
cslb.ca.gov or (800)321-
CSLB (2752). Unlicensed 
persons taking jobs less 
than $500 must state in their 
advertisements that they are 
not licensed by the Contrac-
tors State License Board.”

REAL ESTATE 
Inland Valley 

Publishing Co.
Client Code:04126-00001

Re: Legal Notice for
Classified Ads

The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

What Real Estate 
Regulations Will 

Trump Cut?
By Cher Wollard

As a candidate, Donald Trump campaigned on reducing federal 
regulations on businesses. 

“For every one new regulation, two old regulations must be 
eliminated,” he said.

Some of those regulations will be easy to rescind; others are 
ensconced in laws that only Congress can act on; and several may 
have repercussions that conflict with other administration priorities.

On his first day in office, Trump “suspended indefinitely” a 
planned reduction in the FHA mortgage insurance premium, which 
had been scheduled to take effect Jan. 27.

The suspension is part of a sweeping freeze on new and pending 
executive branch regulations.

The planned cut of one-quarter percentage point would have 
saved homeowners an average of $500 in 2017, according to the 
Federal Housing Administration. In California, the average savings 
would have been about $860 per year, reflecting higher housing 
costs, according to the California Association of Realtors.

Money from those premiums goes into the FHA’s Mutual Mort-
gage Insurance Fund, which is used to cover losses from insured 
home loans. The Obama administration had wanted to cut the rate 
because in the past few years the fund has built up a financial buffer, 
known as capital reserve ratio, of more than the required 2 percent.

The FHA insured mortgages for about 1.26 million borrowers 
in 2016. 

Ben Carson, Trump’s pick to head the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development which oversees the FHA, told the Senate 
during his confirmation hearing, that "if confirmed, I am going to 
work with the FHA administrator and other financial experts to 
really examine that policy."

Most borrowers who are getting an FHA-backed loan will pay 
0.85 percent of their loan amount in premiums, in addition to an 
upfront insurance fee. The cut would have dropped that rate to 
0.60 percent.

In 2014, the rate had increased to 1.35 percent, as the govern-
ment sought to shore up FHA finances which had been depleted 
during the housing crisis.

Borrowers who had already started the process to obtain FHA 
financing will find their closing costs and monthly payments will 
be higher than expected and, in some cases, they may find they 
are only eligible for a smaller loan amount.

Some conservatives worry that the FHA’s capital reserve ratio 
is still not high enough. 

"We recognize the administration’s need to examine the overall 
health of the insurance program and weigh that against the ben-
efits of lowering mortgage insurance premiums," says David H. 
Stevens, president of the Mortgage Bankers Association. "Given 
that lenders have already started preparing for the MIP decrease, 
it is important that any new policy be implemented in a way that 
minimizes disruption for borrowers and lenders."

The fate of other real estate-related regulatory changes is even 
less certain.

For example, Congressional Republican plans to revise the 
tax code and to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act could 
impact taxpayers with large capital gains from the sale of their 
homes and/or investment properties.

Then again, maybe they won’t. 
Current federal income tax law allows homeowners to exclude 

$250,000 for individuals or $500,000 for married couples filing 
jointly from capital gains. 

The ACA – also known as Obamacare – imposes a 3.8 percent 
tax for high-bracket taxpayers on investment income, including 
capital gains.

Both provisions are up for discussion.
The homeowner’s exemption is one of the most popular and 

widely used tax write-offs, and has been strongly defended by the 
National Association of Realtors when previous attempts have 
been made to reduce or eliminate the benefit.

The investment tax is one of the few revenue generating provi-
sions of the current health-care law. 

In either case, the new president will require cooperation from 
both houses of Congress to affect these changes.

A less well-known regulation, an executive order establishing 
a federal anti-money laundering program that targets luxury real 
estate, could be eliminated by simply doing nothing.

The program, advocated by the Department of Homeland 
Security and implemented by the Financial Crimes Enforcement 
Network of the U.S. Treasury, monitors all-cash purchases of ex-
pensive homes in the Bay Area and other targeted markets. 

The aim is to detect drug dealers, corrupt foreign officials 
and other criminals trying to launder money through real estate 
transactions.

The program, which started last March in Miami and Manhattan 
and was expanded in July to include other Florida and New York 
area, Bexar County in Texas, plus San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa 
Clara, Los Angeles and San Diego counties. It expires the end of 
February unless the president chooses to renew it.

The rule requires title companies to report the actual owners of 
companies who purchase luxury homes with currency, personal or 
business checks, traveler’s checks or money orders.

The definition of luxury homes is based on price, and varies 
from region to region. In the Bay Area, the definition is homes 
selling for $2 million or more.

Developers and some real estate brokers initially opposed the 
regulations, which they feared would have a negative impact on 
real estate transactions.

In fact, because most legitimate cash transactions are handled 
through wire transfers, which are not covered by the regulations, 
industry experts have seen little impact.

So will President Trump, who built his fortune through real 
estate investing, oppose the regulation as burdensome or support 
it as an important tool for law enforcement? He hasn’t said.

Other regulations that may undergo future scrutiny affect disclo-
sures, appraisals, Truth-in-Lending requirements, credit reporting 
and flood insurance, among other topics.

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices in Livermore.
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ColdwellBankerHomes.com

BRENTWOOD $695,000
1948 Parsley Dr.   
BEAUTIFUL BRENTWOOD HOME!
5 BR 4 BA 3300+ Square Foot with a 3 Car Garage and Side RV Parking 
with much more! 
Lynne Palmer, CalBRE #01172616 925.586.1641

LIVERMORE $1,099,500
2090 Hall Circle   Sat/Sun 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
2 STORY IN DUNSMUIR
4 BR 3 BA Corner lot-Home in Dunsmuir features slt wtr pool,spa, 
solar,outdoor kit,firepit & More! 
Romar De Claro, CalBRE #01341138 / 01955909 925.784.3068 / 408.482.6089

LIVERMORE $1,186,000
1935 Santa Croce Court  Sat/Sun 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM
LIVERMORE
5 BR 3.5 BA Gorgeous Vinsanto Home, all the Bells and Whistles, 
Upgraded throughout, Large Lot. 
Mary Anne Rozsa, CalBRE #00783003 925.963.0887

MOUNTAIN HOUSE $559,900
421 N Covina St   
FABULOUS HOME IN MOUNTAIN HOUSE!
4 BR 3.5 BA Features Open Kit, FR, Sep DR, Den, Lrg Loft, spacious MB & 
BA, Walk-In Closets & More! 
Barbara Clemons, CalBRE #01794889 925.933.8180

PLEASANTON $820,000
1455 Groth Circle   
DANBURY PARK ~ PLEASANTON!!
3 BR 2 BA Home in Danbury Park Area. Freshly Painted, New Carpet & 
Laminated Flooring. A Must See! 
Nancy Sutorius, CalBRE #00628232 925.847.2314

SAN RAMON $838,000
3342 Casa Grande Dr   
HIDDEN GEM IN SAN RAMON
4 BR 2 BA Spacious San Ramon Home!Beautifully Upgrd Ktchn, Grnt 
Cntr,New Paint,New Carpet.Come See! 
Tae Terry Kim, CalBRE #01363454 925.847.2259

TRACY $620,000
735 N Pergola Ct   
REDUCED PRICE! A MUST SEE!
4 BR 3 BA Loc on Cul-De-Sac features upgraded kit cabs,grnt cnter,SS 
appliances,BD dwnstrs & More! 
Barbara Clemons, CalBRE #01794889 408.933.8180

©2013 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC.  BRE License #01908304.

CaliforniaMoves.com |  californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california |  /cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker
©2016 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary 
of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304. 

 californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california | /cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker
©2017 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company and Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. This information was supplied by Seller and/or other sources. 

Broker has not and will not verify this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction. Real Estate Licensees affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and are not employees of NRT LLC., Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC or 
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. CalBRE License #01908304.

925.847.2200  |  5980 Stoneridge Drive, Ste 122 ColdwellBankerHomes.com

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

©2016 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company and Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. 
Real Estate Licensees affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and are not employees of NRT LLC., Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC or Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. CalBRE License #01908304.

LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE™

5980 Stoneridge Drive Suite 122, Pleasanton | 925.847.2200

AMAZING ESTATE                                                                                   $8,700,000
6 BR 8 full BA + 2 half Extraordinary turreted chateau. Fabulous gourmet 
kitchen. Amazing custom finishes.
SUZY SALES    CalBRE #1234567                                                              925.324.4456
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6 BR 8 full BA + 2 half Extraordinary turreted chateau. Fabulous gourmet 
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AGENT OF THE WEEK

Carolyn Banker
REALTOR®

925.123.4567
CalBRE #12345767

As ac rebatus con diemus pubis.
Huceruntemum in Itam die forte 

publissum horio, nequite, similiconiu 
manum mandam nocutuus senatimis 

husces An tem sil hocut potius sena, fui 
ponclum tam pervis egiliam ret consupi 

orurem dis, que mum.

Coldwell Banker is proud to have represented the 
Livermore community for more than X years.

AGENT OF THE WEEK

With a strong background in teaching, Suzan Gladieux 
became a Realtor in 1993.  As with everything Suzan tackles, 
she takes great pride in working hard to stay up with market 
knowledge, negotiating skills and contract laws.  Suzan was 
awarded the Rookie of the Year her first year, and continues 
her energy and zest for Real Estate as evidenced by her Top 
Producer Award Status, which she consistently earns year 
after year.
 
Suzan is a great mentor. She has leveraged her teaching skills 
to assist many Realtors to become successful agents today.
 
As a member of the USAA affinity and Relocation Team, 
Suzan’s hard work and dedication are applauded by her peers 
and management alike.
 
Coldwell Banker is proud to be affiliated with Suzan Gladieux.

Suzan Gladieux
925.336.1108

CalBRE# 01245705

Coldwell Banker is proud to have represented the 
Livermore Community for years.

By Carol Graham
Though many people may not remember what PEMDAS 

means, it's guaranteed that certain Livermore 5th-graders 
will never forget. 

"We took the words parentheses, exponents, multiplica-
tion, division, addition and subtraction, and put it together 
to make our team name," said Junction Avenue K-8 School 
student Cristian Osorio, referring to the mathematical order 
of operations. 

On January 18, Osorio was one of 40 students who 
participated in the 7th annual Academic Olympics hosted 
at Junction.  Fifth-grade students from Rancho Las Positas 
Elementary School and Junction competed in two fields - 
mathematics and science - to earn gold, silver and bronze 
medals. 

"Both of our gold-medal teams were all-girl teams," said 
Erin Grajeda, a Junction literacy coach and intervention 
teacher. "Girl power!"

The Academic Olympics took place after school in the 
multipurpose room, with around 100 family members and 
friends cheering on the academic competitors.  Ten teams 
in each field were formed to include students from both 
schools - a format ensuring that when students begin middle 
school next year, they will already know acquaintances. 
(Although Marylin Avenue Elementary School, the third 
feeder school into Junction, typically joins in, a scheduling 
glitch precluded their participation this year.) 

"The Academic Olympics gives kids an opportunity to 
collaborate with their peers in a fun and competitive way," 
said Grajeda, who served as quizmaster and co-organized 
the event with Junction 5th-grade teacher Michelle Nunes. 

Nunes added, "I would like to thank School Board Mem-
ber Ann White who was one of our scorekeepers. She has 
always supported the students of the Livermore schools. I'd 
also like to thank Superintendent Kelly Bowers for coming 
and supporting us. We're all fortunate to be part of such a 
fantastic school district."

 Science competitors included: Junction's Natasha 
Garoutte, Lillian Bozeman, Leslie Molina-Juarez, Sanai 

Hawkins, Isabel Mercado-Barrios, Brittany Robles-
Camacho, Cooper Walter, Jacqueline Cortez-Rodrigues 
and Liam Tamisiea-Davis; and Rancho's James Hackney, 
Jenessa Mazerlev, Gabriel Ruiz, Charlize Maravilla, Tyler 
Herndon, Jacob Arnold, Isabelle Hart, Sunny Glagla, Ana 
Pacheco and Ayden Duffin. 

Math competitors included: Junction's Andre Pascal, 
Tyreese Beaird, Ana Garcia-Reyes, Christopher Cacciatore, 
Gabriel Colmenares, Nora Blair, Cristian Osorio, Jimmy 
Probst, Dyllin Son and Dominic Soto; and Rancho's Sofia 

Gamez, Quinn Boyd, Rachel George, Kaitlyn Perez, Victo-
ria Stimpfig, Preston Suess, Daniel Walter, Naomi Penner, 
Jacob McLaughlin and Daniella Averill. 

The winning teams members were: 
Science: Gold - Lillian Bozeman and Isabelle Hart; 

Silver - Jenessa Mazerlev and Gabriel Colmenares; Bronze 
- Charlize Maravilla and Liam Tamisiea-Davis.

Math: Gold - Kaitlyn Perez and Nora Blair; Silver - Sofia 
Gamez and Andre Pascal; Bronze - Quinn Boyd   and Ana 
Garcia-Reyes.                    

The Pleasanton School Board is taking applications from 
community members to serve on the District’s Citizens’ 
Oversight Committee. The committee is being organized 
as the result of the passage of Measure I1, a $270 million 
general obligation bond measure, last November. 

The money will fund projects outlined in the Board 
approved project list including 21st Century science labs 
at all Pleasanton middle and high schools, state of the art 
classroom technology and new systems to improve energy 
efficiency and cost savings.

The general responsibilities of the Committee are to:
•  Ensure Measure I1 funds are spent only on projects 

listed in the voter approved Measure I1 project list, and 
that no funds are used for any other purpose, including 
teacher and administrator salaries and other school operat-
ing expenses.

• Receive and review copies of the annual financial and 
performance audits with respect to the bond projects as 
required by state law.

• Provide information to the public concerning the ex-
penditure of bond funds.

The Committee will be comprised of at least seven (7) 
members and no more than 10 members including repre-
sentatives from the following populations:

• One member who is active in a business organization 
representing the business community located within the 
District.

• One member who is active in a senior citizens’ orga-
nization.

• One member who is active in a bona fide taxpayers’ 
organization.

• One member who is the parent or guardian of a child 
enrolled in the District.

• One member who is the parent or guardian of a child 
enrolled in the District and who is active in a parent-teacher 
organization, such as the PTA or school site council.

• At least 2, and not more than 5 members selected from 
the public at large.

Appointed committee members will serve two year terms. 
The Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee is required to 
meet annually, however the District will likely hold meet-
ings quarterly to ensure meaningful committee engagement 
and oversight.

District employees as well as vendors, contractors or 
consultants are not eligible to apply for the Committee.

Community members are invited to apply by February 
28, 2017. Download a CBOC application and view the 
Committee bylaws at www.pleasantonusd.net 

PUSD Board Taking Applications for Oversight Committee

5th Grade Students Compete in Annual Academic Olympics
Photos - Doug Jorgensen

Students contemplate the answers to questions posed during the competition.
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By Carol Graham
Moscow, London, 

Prague, and Pleasanton.  
On Saturday, February 4, 
internationally-acclaimed 
musicians are joining with 
the Tri-Valley’s Orchestra 
Gradus ad Parnassum to 
present the benefit concert 
“Four Hands and a Baton” 
at the Amador Theater. 

“Piano duo Temirzhan 
Yerzhanov and Klara Frei 
are playing four-hand 
piano,” said Dave Wright, 
co-president of the Pleas-
anton Cultural Arts Council 
(PCAC).  “The baton refers 
to conducting the orchestra, 
with Yerzhanov and Imant 
Airea holding the baton in 
this concert.”

Four-hand piano features 
two musicians playing on 
a single piano, as opposed 
to a piano duet which 
features two musicians on 
separate pianos. Four hands 
on a single piano creates 
rich, complex melodies.  
Four Hands and a Baton 
is the third annual PCAC-
sponsored concert to benefit 
arts in the community and 
Pleasanton schools. 

“The atmosphere will 
be festive and enriching,” 
said Wright. “The music 
of  Schubert, Schumann, 
Mendelssohn, Mozart, and 
the Leopold Kozeluch Con-
certo for four hands (one 
of only three written in the 
world, and its premier in 
Pleasanton) will introduce 
the magic and wonder that 
the audience should enjoy.”

Yerzhanov and Frei are 
a husband and wife team 
with stellar musical credits. 

'Festive, Enriching' Concert to Benefit the Arts 
Pleasanton Cultural Arts Council

Yerzhanov attended the 
Moscow Central School of 
Music, and earned a mas-
ter’s degree in Piano Perfor-
mance from the Moscow 
Tchaikovsky Conservatory.  
His career took off when he 
won first place at the Robert 
Schumann International 
Competition for Pianists 
and Singers in 1993. He 
has performed at  London’s 
Wigmore Hall, New York’s 
Weill Recital Hall at Carn-
egie Hall, and the Moscow 
and St. 
Petersburg 
Philhar-
monic 
Halls. 

Frei 
studied 
piano in her 
native country of Kyrgyz-
stan, and earned Russia’s 
prestigious Ministry of 
Culture Scholarship. She 
continued her education at 
the Moscow Tchaikovsky 
Conservatory, then graduat-
ed from the Musik-Akade-
mie der Stadt Basel in Swit-
zerland. She has performed 
extensively as a soloist 
and chamber musician in 
Switzerland, France, Rus-
sia, Kyrgyzstan, the Czech 
Republic, United Kingdom 
and United States. 

Imant Airea, described 
as a musician “whose 
performance touched to 
tears” by conductor Evgeny 
Svetlanov, is a Latvian-
American conductor who 
has worked with the Bol-
shoi Theater Orchestra, the 
Monterey Symphony, and 
the Symphony of New Rus-
sia, as well as having made 

guest appearances with 
such notable orchestras as 
the Moscow Philharmonic, 
the Gyeonggi Philharmonic 
Orchestra, and the Perm 
Tchaikovsky Opera and 
Ballet Theatre. 

Together they created 
the Orchestra Gradus ad 
Parnassum (“steps, or as-
cent, to perfection”), a year-
round program that gives 
talented Tri-Valley youth an 
opportunity to work directly 
with world-class profes-

sionals.
“Four Hands and a Ba-

ton will feature 31 youths 
and five professionals,” said 
Wright.  “The study of clas-
sical music is the best basis 
for the mastery of all kinds 
of music. What a wonderful 
opportunity for the kids in 
the East Bay to study with 
and perform beside world-
class performers. I wish I 
had had that when I took up 
the trombone in the fourth 
grade.”

Tickets for the benefit 
concert are $35 for gen-
eral admission, $30 for 
seniors aged 62 and over, 
and $20 for youths aged 
18 and under. Tickets may 
be purchased at the Fire-
house Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Avenue, or online 
at www.firehousearts.org, 
with remaining tickets 

 “The music . . . will introduce 
the magic and wonder that the 

audience should enjoy.”

(continued on page 3)Temirzhan Yerzhanov and Klara Frei
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Science on Saturday series will begin on February 
4 with a talk focusing on "Forensic Science in Crisis: 
How Proteins Can Help." 

The events held at the Bankhead Theater in 
Livermore offers two one-hour sessions, 9:30 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m.

Science on Saturday (SOS) is a series of science 
lectures for middle and high school students. Each 
topic highlights cutting-edge science occurring at the 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL). 
The talks are presented by leading LLNL science 
researchers supported by master high school science 
teachers. Presenting the program on Feb. 4 will be 
Brad Hart, Dean Anex and Katelyn Mason from 
LLNL and Elizabeth Lopez, Granada High School.

The topic for Feb. 11 will be "Reconstructing a 
Rabies Epidemic Byte to Byte" presented by Monica 
Boruki and Jonathan Allen, LLNL, and Elizabeth 
Lopez, Granada High.

3D Printing from Imagination to Realization will 
be addressed Feb. 18 by Eric Duoss, Chris Spadac-
cini, Julie Jackson, William Smith and Melody 
Golobic, LLNL, and Dean Reese, Tracy High.

The final talk, Feb. 25, will focus on "Building 
Biologically Inspired Nano-Bots," presented by Matt 
Coleman, Amy Rasley and Wei He, LLNL and Erin 
McKay, Tracy High.

Admission is free of charge. Seating is on a first 
come basis. Seats may not be reserved in advance. 
Seating is limited.  

Students receive a "Student Notes" worksheet to 
record key information from the talk. The worksheet 
will be marked with the official SOS stamp at the 
end of the presentation. Many teachers use the work-
sheet to award "extra credit."

The Bankhead Theater is located at 2400 First 
Street in downtown Livermore. For more informa-
tion, go to education.llnl.gov.

A quartet of Livermore 
microbreweries will offer 
a pub’s worth of foamy 
flights at the Fourth Annual 
Beer Tasting and Sudsy 
Supper Feb. 26 at Saint 
Bart’s parish hall in Liver-
more.

Returning this year are 
Altamont Beer Works, 
Working Man Brewery, and 
Eight Bridges Brewing. 
Pouring for the first time 
is the intriguingly named 

Shadow Puppet Brewing Company proprietor Brian Blackburn will select some of his 
craft beers for sampling at the Feb. 26 beer tasting. Nick Boer Photo

 

Come for Craft Beers, Stay for the Crepes!

Shadow Puppet Brewing 
Company, which opened in 
October on Arroyo Vista in 
Livermore. 

Founder and CEO Brian 
Blackburn takes no credit 
for the unique name; that 
belongs to his daughter 
Bailey, 6 years old at the 
time.  “Dad,” she said dur-
ing their age-old game of 
making hand-shadows on 
the wall, “Why don’t you 
call it Shadow Puppet?”

Father Andy Lobban of 
St. Bart’s will emcee the 
proceedings. 

The event is scheduled 
for 5:30-9 pm Sunday, Feb. 
26 at the St. Bartholomew’s 
Church parish hall, 678 
Enos Way, Livermore. The 
Sudsy Supper is scheduled 
for around 6:30. Adult ad-
mission at $35 in advance 
($40 at the door) includes 
the five beer samplings, a 

Bailey had heard her 
Dad complain that his 
fledgling business was still 
nameless. “You can’t use 
anything that another brew-
ery or winery or distillery 
has used,” said Brian. “I 
couldn’t even use my own 
last name—a company in 
Paso Robles owned it and 
wouldn’t give it up.”

Now the Shadow Puppet 
name has the attention of 
local beer lovers, as Brian 

has already found out. On a 
recent weekend night, more 
than a hundred people piled 
in to the spacious barroom, 
which seats 60 at its rustic 
tables and handmade birch-
wood bar, with plenty of 
standing room besides.

Brian, whose brewery 
sells food as well as beer 
and even allows outside 
food to be brought in, is 
very much in sync with the 
beer plus food philosophy. 
For example, at the Feb. 
26 event hard cider from 
Crooked City Cider in Oak-
land is offered for pairing 
with another Sudsy Supper 
innovation this year—au-
thentic French crepes 
whipped up by authentic 
French chef extraordinaire 
Pierre Eplattenier, for 
whom the combination of 
crepes and cider recalls 
happy times in Brittany. 

The crepes are a respect-
ful nod to the traditional 
Shrove Tuesday pancake 
supper before Lent. The 
other entrée, a sausage 
sandwich, is a curtsey to 
Britain’s tried-and-true pub 
fare. 

Ticketholders at this 
year’s Beer Tasting will be 
given vouchers for a flight 
of five samplings, and may 
purchase additional flights 
or a mug of a favorite beer. 
Dinner is also included, as 
is dancing or dreaming to 
the big-band music of the 
Mellotones Jazz Combo 
and the songs of the Queen 
of Hearts voice-guitar duo. 

For movie buffs, the 
Academy Awards, also 
presented that night, will 
be streaming in the lounge 
area, where youngsters 
can also find games and 
amusements to keep them 
occupied. A silent auction 
of baskets of treasures will 
be held during the evening. 

tasting glass, and the din-
ner platter of your choice. 
Youth tickets at $15 cover 
supper, beverage and des-
sert. Additional beer may be 
purchased at the event. 

To reserve tickets, email 
beertasting@comcast.net 
or visit saintbartslivermore.
com. Tickets are also avail-
able at the parish office, 
(925) 447-3289. Proceeds 
support St. Bart’s programs.

Science on Saturdays 
Sessions in February
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925.373.6800      LVPAC.org      
2400 First Street, Downtown Livermore
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Russian National Ballet Theatre
Tue Feb 7 7:30pm

available at the door. The 
Amador Theater is located 
at 1155 Santa Rita Road, 
on the Amador Valley High 
School campus. 

Added Wright, “I hope 
audience members take 
away inspiration, awe at 
seeing the level of the 
youths and world-class 

professionals, a sense of 
community as professionals 
and youths join to entertain 
the audience, and satisfac-
tion that such music is be-
ing created right here in the 
Tri-Valley.”

To learn more, visit 
www.pleasantonarts.org, 
and www.gradusap.org. 

BENEFIT CONCERT
(continued from front page)Theater and arts groups across the country took part in 

the Ghostlight Project on January 19. According to a state-
ment describing the event, "It was organized as a state-
ment of the belief in the power of the arts to provide a safe 
place for expression and communication."

Inspired by the tradition of leaving a "ghost light" on in 
a darkened theater, participants across the nation renewed 
a pledge to stand for and protect the values of inclusion, 
participation, and compassion for everyone--regardless of 
race, class, religion, country of origin, immigration status, 
(dis)ability,  age, gender identity, or sexual orientation. 

The Livermore Valley Performing Arts Center  
(LVPAC) hosted a gathering at the Bankhead Theater.  At 
5:30 pm, participants held a moment of reflection and 
shined a light. 

The goal of the Ghostlight Project is to create brave 
spaces that will serve as lights in the coming years. A 
brave space is defined "as a place where it is safe to be 
who who you are, regardless of race, class, religion, coun-
try of origin, immigration status, (dis)ability, age, gender 
identity, or sexual orientation.  Diverse opinions, dissent, 
and argument are not only tolerated, but invited."

LVPAC Executive Director Scott Kenison commented, 
"We thought it was important to join theaters across the 
country to open our doors and shine a light on the idea 
that the theater is a place where everyone is welcome.One 
of the main components of the Ghostlight Project was that 
is isn’t a political action, but reaffirming that theater is a 
safe space where diverse thoughts and opinions are not 
only welcome but encouraged."

He points out that since he began working a LVPAC, he 
has  felt strongly that there is a need to encourage people 
to come and visit.  "We opened our doors as a visitor cen-
ter and gallery, provided free concerts and increased our 
educational outreach by leaps and bounds. 

"Our hope is that this will continue and that we can be 
a light for positive actions in our community," he added.

Shown with the Bankhead's official "Ghostlight" are 
Denise Bridges (development officer), Arthur Barinque 
(concessions manager), Scott Kension (executive 
director), and Bernice LaRosa (graphic designer).   

Ghostlight Focuses on Power of the Arts 

A team of five 6th graders at Hart Middle School in 
Pleasanton will be heading for a bowl game on Jan. 28.

It’s not the Super Bowl, but for the Hart Science Bowl 
team, it may  as well be.

The game will be played at Las Positas College, using 
a quiz show format, complete with buzzers that contes-
tants have to ring to be first with the answer.

A correct answer qualifies for a bonus question, just 
like on television. The pace is fast, and the students really 
have to be on top of their game, said coach and science 
teacher Janice Mitchell.

It’s not the first time for a Hart team in the Science 
Bowl. Hart finished 3rd in 2015 in Bay Area competition. 
That group was in 8th grade. Some of those students have 
come back to coach practices on Thursdays. They run the 
middle-schoolers through the drills in chemistry, life sci-
ence and other subjects.

At the practices, no buzzers are used, so the contestants 
compete for recognition from the quizmaster by hitting 
staplers, said Mitchell. She has been at Hart for 17 years, 
starting as a math teacher and moving over to teach sci-
ence.

Team members this year include Karan Virk, Shree 
Kanetkar, Nidhi Kanetkar, Adhvaith Thurvas, and Ameya 
Deshpande.

Last year’s team made it to the afternoon rounds of the 
game, but the team did  not qualify for regional competi-
tion or Bay Area status, said Mitchell.

Hart also usually takes part in the  Science Olympia 
annually at Cal State Hayward later in the school year, but 
there were not enough students to join a group that usually 
consists of 15 students.

Science Bowl is sponsored nationally by the Depart-
ment of Energy, and managed by its Office of Science. 
The national winners among 14,000 competitors will wind 
up in the championship round April 27 to May 1. They 
will come from 48 middle-school and 68 high-school 
regions.

At the finals, winning teams can be awarded adventure 
trips to Alaska and national parks throughout the nation 
to learn about science in the field. They can also win 
trophies, medals and supplies for their schools' science 
departments. 

Hart Kids Heading for Their Own ‘Super’ Bowl
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The Livermore Reads Together will kick-off with 
an event featuring Livermore Airport, and pilots Bruce 
Anderson, Candace Harding, Barbara Blissert and Jacquie 

Livermore School of Dance Jazz Company presents “Journey To Broadway," at the 
Bankhead Theater in Livermore. Directed by Liz Roberts, performances will take place 
on February 4, 2017 at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m.

"Journey To Broadway” takes the audience on a virtual trip across the country, mak-
ing stops along the way from Los Angeles to Las Vegas, Texas, Disney World, Chicago, 
finally landing in New York. The dance performance includes many styles of dance: 
Jazz, Contemporary, Hip Hop, Musical Theater, Modern, and Tap. There is a variety of 
music from well-known Broadway shows and composers, such as Hamilton, Cats, Wait-
ress, 42nd Street, Aaron Copland, Andra Day and more.

The Bankhead Theater is located at 2400 First Street in downtown Livermore. Tickets 
for either performance can be purchased at the ticket office, online at www.bankheadthe-
ater.org or by calling 373-6800.

about her  non-fiction book Amelia Earhart: The Thrill of 
It.  The library will also host a talk by Craig S. Harwood, 
author of Quest for Flight:  John J. Montgomery and the 
Dawn of Aviation in the West.   There will also be  readers 
theater presentation of Flygirl by Livermore Shakespeare 
Festival.

On Feb. 4 at 1 p.m. there will be a screening and dis-
cussion of The Tuskegee Airmen (1995, PG-13), the HBO 
movie starring Laurence Fishburne at 1 pm, followed by a 
discussion with the president and members of the William 
“Bill” Campbell Chapter of the Tuskegee Airmen Inc. 

Aviation pioneer Fred Wiseman will be the subject of 
a presentation by  Stephen A. Lehmann, president of the 
Windsor Historical Society. on Feb. 7 at 6:30 p.m.  Learn 
about Windsor, California’s Fred Wiseman, who built the 
first airplane in California and flew the first airmail flight 
in the U.S.   

A guided tour of the Livermore Airport will be offered 
on Saturday, February 11, 11 am.  Sign up is required 
starting January 29.  Call Paul Sevilla at the Livermore 
Public Library at (925) 373-5573 for more information.   

• Sunday, February 12, 2 pm:  Author Susan Wels dis-
cusses her book Amelia Earhart: The Thrill of It. 

The final event, Sunday, February 26, 2 p.m. will 
feature The Swingin’ Blue Stars in concert.  They will 
perform vocal renditions in 3-part harmony of WWII era 
songs—especially those made famous by The Andrews 
Sisters and groups like The McGuire Sisters.  

In addition, throughout the month of February the 
Civic Center Library Art Gallery will display  aviation 
photographs by local photographer John King and Liver-
more Airport pilot Dan VanDusen.  

All Livermore Reads Together events are free and open 
to the public. Livermore Reads Together 2017 is spon-
sored by The Friends of the Livermore Library.  For more 
information about all of the planned events, call 925-373-
5500 or visit www.livermorelibrary.net. 

Warda.  The program will take place at 2 p.m on Sun., Jan. 
29 at the Civic Center Library. Those attending will learn 
about the Livermore Airport, flight, and what it takes to be 
a high-flying pilot.  

This will be just one of the programs that will tie in 
with this year's book, "Flygirl" by Sherri L. Smith

This will be the 11th Livermore Reads Together. 
Flygirl, a novella, tells the story  of an African American 
woman who joins the Women's Airforce Service Pilots 
(WASP) program during World War II. It examines the 
themes of racial and gender identity in America. Flygirl 
was the 2009 California Book Awards Gold Medalist. 

Flygirl is about Ida Mae Jones who wants only to fly.  
Her daddy was a pilot, and years after his death she feels 
closest to him when she's in the air. But as a young black 
woman in 1940s Louisiana, she knows the sky is off limits 
to her, until America enters World War II, and the Army 
forms the WASP--Women Airforce Service Pilots. Ida 
has a chance to fulfill her dream if she's willing to use her 
light skin to pass as a white girl.  She wants to fly more 
than anything, but Ida soon learns that denying one's self 
and family is a heavy burden, and ultimately it's not what 
you do but who you are that's most important.

Throughout the month of February 2017, the library 
will host a series of events for children and adults that 
celebrate the spirit of aviation. 

On Saturday, February 25, 2 p.m. there will be a Q&A 
with the award-winning author of Flygirl, Sherri L. Smith. 

Sherri L. Smith writes YA novels. Her publications 
include Lucy the Giant, Sparrow, Hot Sour Salty Sweet, 
Flygirl and Orleans.  Her books have been listed as 
Amelia Bloomer, American Library Association (ALA) 
Best Books for Young People, and Junior Library Guild 
Selections.  Smith was a 2014 National Book Awards 
judge in the Young People’s Literature category.  She is 
a three-time writer-in-resident at Hedgebrook retreat in 
Washington State, as well as a resident at Wassard Elea 
retreat in Ascea, Italy.   

Author Susan Wels will also visit the library to talk 

Livermore Reads Together Begins with Program on the Airport

Journey to Broadway Theme for Dance Jazz 
Company Presentation at the Bankhead Theater

Dancers in action (at right).
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The Foothill High School Competition Cheer team competed in So. Cal on January 14 
and 15 at two different USA competitions. On Saturday, at Tustin High School, Varsity, 
JV, and Group Stunt Team 1 all took First Place and Group Stunt Team 2 took Second. 
On Sunday, at Brea Olinda High School, Varsity, JV and Group Stunt Team 1 again 
took First Place and Group Stunt Team 2 took Second Place. On Sunday, January 29, 
all the teams will compete at the Cheerpros State Championship at Citizen's Bank 
Arena in Ontario, CA.
 

The Amador Valley High 
School competition cheer 
team travelled to Southern 
California to compete in two 
United Spirit Association 
Regional competitions. At 
Elsinore High School in 
Wildomar, as the only team 
from northern California, 
the varsity stunt team took 
first place. With 8 teams in 
their intermediate cheer 
showcase division, the 
AVHS varsity cheer team 
also placed first.  Next 
competition is on Super 
bowl Sunday at UC Davis. 
Pictured are (back) Melia 
Storey, Lilly Braas, Cassie 
Jacobs, Coach Danielle 
Butler, Emily Mercer, Elise 
Zurcher; (middle) Mary 
Hinek, Ashley Boxberger, 
Hannah Jacobs, Carsyn 
Gilbert; (front)  Kayla 
Fulmer, Katherine Jackson, 
Mckenna Shaffer  and 
Kaitlyn Garrity.

American Legion Post 
237 of Pleasanton held 
itsannual Oratorical Contest 
on Saturday, January 21st at 
Pleasanton Veterans Memo-
rial Building in Pleasanton.

The American Legion 
Oratorical Contest exists to 
develop deeper knowledge 
and appreciation for the 
U.S. Constitution among 
high school students. Since 
1938, the program has 
presented participants with 
an academic speaking chal-
lenge that teaches impor-
tant leadership qualities, 
the history of our nation’s 
laws, the ability to think 
and speak clearly, and an 
understanding of the duties, 
responsibilities, rights and 

A talk by entrepreneur 
and CPA Eddy Gramajo 
will kick off Las Positas 
College's 5th Annual Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship 
Speaker Series. Gramajo's 
presentation will take place 
at 6-7 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Feb. 7, in the Multi-Disci-
plinary Building Lecture 
Hall, Room 2420. 

Presented by the col-
lege's Business Studies 
Program, the series is free 
and open to the public. 
Parking is $2.

Gramajo was raised by a 
single parent who made less 
than $10,000 a year. Deter-
mined to build a better life 
for himself and his family, 
he became the first person 
in his family to attend and 
graduate from college. In 
his presentation, "It's Not 
about Where You Start, It's 
Whether You Want to Start 
at All," Gramajo will ad-
dress overcoming obstacles 
when growing up in a low-
income community, being a 
person of color in business 
and taking the leap into 
entrepreneurship.

In 2014, he graduated 

with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Accounting and 
Business Administration 
from the University of 
Redlands and landed a job 
at Deloitte, the largest pub-
lic accounting firm in the 
world. He currently works 
at Pandora on their revenue 
accounting team and is 
also co-founder and CFO 
of Lite App, a personal 
finance app dedicated to 
educating millennials about 
personal finance. Gramajo 
has combined his passion 
for personal finance and 
serving low-income com-
munities by teaching per-
sonal finance classes to this 
group and also donating his 
services to help families file 
their taxes.

The Business and 
Entrepreneurship Speaker 
Series brings Bay Area 
business leaders to campus 
to share their expertise with 
students and the com-
munity. Business Studies, 
the most popular major at 
Las Positas College, offers 
degree and certificate pro-
grams, career and work-
force training and transfer 

preparation to four-year 
colleges and universities. 
Programs include Business 
Administration, Marketing, 
Accounting, Administrative 
Medical Assistant, Book-
keeping, Business Entrepre-
neurship, Retailing, Retail 
Management and Supervi-
sory Management.

Las Positas College is 
located at 3000 Campus 
Hill Drive in Livermore.

 

privileges of American 
citizenship.

This year, first place 
was awarded to Ian Castro, 
a senior at Amador Valley 
High School in Pleasan-
ton. He received a check 
for $200 and moves on to 
compete at the district level.  
Second place was awarded 
to Michael Dang, a senior 
at Oakland Military Insti-
tute.  He received a check 
for $100.  Third Place was 
awarded to Bartek Arm-
strong also from the Oak-
land Military Institute.  He 
received a check for $75.

Young orators earn some 
of the most generous col-
lege scholarships available 
to high school students. 

Over $138,000 in scholar-
ships can be awarded each 
year. The overall national 
contest winner gets an 
$18,000 scholarship. 
Second place takes home 
$16,000, and third gets 
$14,000.

For further information, 
please see  www.legion.org/
oratorical or contact Nor-
man Houghton, American 
Legion Post 237 Ora-
torical Chairman at email 
norm4064@yahoo.com

American Legion Post 
237 of Pleasanton, is one of 
the oldest American Legion 
posts in existence.  Founded 
in 1920, the post continues 
to serve the needs of local 
veterans and their families.

 

Pleasanton American Legion Post Announces 
Winners of Annual Oratorical Contest

Las Positas College is 
hosting entrepreneur and 
CPA Eddy Gramajo who 
will present a talk, "It's Not 
about Where You Start, It's 
Whether You Want to Start 
at All."

Entrepreneur to Tell His Story at LPC
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Pleasanton North Rotary 
(PNR) will offer a full-
filled afternoon and evening 
for parents and children at 

A view of last year's festivities.

Love is in the air as 
Museum on Main prepares 
for the 10th Annual Wines 

& Valentines winemaker’s 
fundraiser at Castlewood 
Country Club on Friday, 

February 10th beginning 
at 6:30pm.  This year the 
event will feature wines 

from the Boisset Collection 
from the Boisset Family 
Estates. 

This is a family owned 
collection of wineries span-
ning some of the world’s 
most prestigious wine 
growing regions includ-
ing Sonoma and the Napa 
Valley.  Jean Claude Boisset 
was born in Burgundy, 
France and has had a pas-
sion for excellent wine 
and food throughout his 
life.  He fell in love with 
California and started sev-
eral wineries in the state to 
reflect the Franco-American 
heritage by uniting the best 
of the old world and the 
new into one world of wine. 
These exclusive wines 
are usually only available 

through private wine tasting 
events. The fundraiser was 
able to have the opportunity 
to taste these wines thanks 
to Shelley Goldblum, a 
Boisset Ambassador.       

Wines will be paired to 
complement each of the 
four courses of the meal 
created by Castlewood 
Country Club.  Guests will 
dine on ahi tuna on a won 
ton crisp and Greek olive 
tapenade on crostini, Ha-
cienda salad, and a choice 
of pan seared Corvina sea 
Bass, grilled filet mignon, 
or vegetable risotto.  The 
meal will finish with a 
chocolate molten lava cake.

“Many guests return year 
after year for the great food 
and wine,” says Executive 

Director for the museum, 
Jim DeMersman.  “But they 
also love the 2-bit auction, 
a fast-paced live auction 
where guests can win prizes 
for the equivalent of 2-bits, 
equal to one quarter.”

Tickets to the event are 
$85 per person. They may 
be purchased online at 
www.museumonmain.org, 
at Museum on Main during 
regular operating hours or 
by phoning the museum at 
(925) 462-2766. Tickets 
purchased by phone and 
online will be available for 
pick up at Will Call in the 
lobby of Castlewood Coun-
try Club on the evening of 
the event. Cash, check, Visa 
and MasterCard accepted.

 

the fifth-annual PNR Pasta 
Feed & Family Carnival 
at the Veterans Memorial 
Building at 301 Main St., 

Pleasanton, from 5-8 p.m. 
on Sunday, Jan. 29.

The family-oriented 
event supports the PNR and 

Pleasanton youth programs 
including the Interact Club 
of Foothill High School and 
Abbie 4-H Club, accord-
ing to Tina Oellrich, event 
organizer.

Geared to be an inex-
pensive family outing, the 
event provides various local 
youth groups with an op-
portunity to raise funds by 
operating carnival games. 
PNR will sponsor a raffle. 

Desserts will be awarded 
to the winners of cake walk 
competitions. Admission 
is $10 per person. Children 
under 10 will be admitted 
for free.

Dinner includes a mixed 
salad with dressing, pasta 
with a red meat or marinara 
sauce, and toasted garlic 
bread. Bottled water is 
free. Wine and beer will be 
available by the glass ($5). 

Wine will also be sold by 
the bottle ($20).

Tickets can be purchased 
for cash at the door.

For more information, 
see the Pleasanton North 
Rotary website (http://
www.pnr-rotary.org) or 
Facebook page (http://
www.facebook.com/pages/
Pleasanton-North-Rota-
ry/108563172530139?)

PNR member and annual Pasta Feed organizer Tina Oellrich leading youth in an activity.
Pictured (from left) are PNR members Tom Hall and Matt Wilson are joined by Tom's 
son Andres Hall, as food service begins during the busy evening.

Pasta Feed and Family Carnival Offers Fun for All Ages

Special Wine Tasting Highlights Museum's Valentine's Fundraiser
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Several local real estate 
professionals have been se-
lected to receive the Bay 
East Association of REAL-
TORS®’ (Bay East) highest 
honors for their achievements 
in 2016. 

This year’s recipients 
were recognized at the 2017 
Bay East Inaugural Gala at 
Casa Real in Pleasanton on 
Saturday, Jan 14. 

REALTOR® of the Year: 
Nancie Allen with Master-
Key Real Estate Advantage 
in Fremont, received the 
REALTOR® of the Year 
award for demonstrating the 
highest level of integrity and 
commitment to Bay East and 
the real estate profession. Al-
len started her REALTOR® 
career in 2003, and imme-
diately began contributing 
time and talent to Bay East. 
She is a strong proponent of 
ethics and professionalism 
for REALTORS®, serving 
as an Ethics Advocate, Om-
budsman and Mediator to real 
estate professionals and the 
public when there is a poten-
tial violation of the National 
Association of REALTORS® 
Code of Ethics and working 
to help all parties achieve a 
positive outcome. Allen also 
served on the Bay East Strate-
gic Planning Committee and 
as a member of the California 
Association of REALTORS® 
Board of Directors.

Rookie of the Year: Justin 
Ramos with Alain Pinel, 
REALTORS® in Pleasanton 
received the Rookie of the 
Year Award. Ramos was 
recognized for demonstrat-
ing the REALTOR® spirit of 
integrity, professional busi-
ness conduct and service to 
clients. During his first year 
in business, Ramos served on 
the Bay East Young Profes-
sionals Committee and as the 
Public Relations Officer for 
the Valley Real Estate Net-

Milestones

Stratford School will add middle school at its Pleasanton 
campus for the 2017/2018 school year. The Stratford School 
Pleasanton campus currently serves students in preschool 
through 5th grade. The expansion will begin with 6th grade, 
continues Stratford’s tradition of providing high academic 
standards.

Stratford offers a STEAM curriculum (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, Arts, Mathematics) teaching children to 
become creative problem-solvers, innovators, and leaders. 
Stratford School is the first school in California to receive 
the prestigious Carnegie STEM Excellence Pathway Digital 
Seal. Stratford was awarded the 2015 School of the Year at 
the Synopsys Science and Technology Championship, and 
was Voted Best of the Bay 2016, by readers of Bay Area 
Parent. Stratford is accredited by the Western Association 
of Schools and Colleges (WASC).

Families interested in Stratford’s Preschool through 
Middle School program may attend an open house at the 
Pleasanton campus on Saturday, January 28, 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Stratford School Pleasanton is located at 4576 Willow 
Road, in Pleasanton. Visit the website to sign-up. www.
stratfordschools.com/open-house-pre-registration.

Two Lawrence Livermore 
National Lab researchers 
were among the recipients 
named by President Obama 
for the prestigious Presi-
dential Early Career Awards 
for Scientists and Engineers 
(PECASE). The selections 
were announced in Washing-
ton D.C. on Jan. 9.

Jonathan Belof and Eric 
Duoss joined 100 others in 
winning the highest honor 
the U.S. government gives 
to scientists and engineers for 
innovative research and com-
munity service in the early 
stages of their independent 
careers.

Belof has performed re-
search in stockpile steward-
ship at the Lab since 2010. 
He is a group leader in the 
Design Physics Division in 
the Weapons and Complex 
Integration directorate. Be-
lof was recognized for his 
work in phase transition dy-
namics and non-equilibrium 
systems, as well as his ef-
forts in teaching STEM and 
mentoring underprivileged 
students while at the Uni-
versity of South Florida, as 
well as through LLNL’s High 
Energy Density Physics sum-
mer scholar program.

“It’s just overwhelming, 
in a good way,” Belof said. 
“It’s a tremendous honor and 
I’m just really humbled by 
this award. Nothing at LLNL 
is an individual effort – it’s 
the outcome of a team. This 
recognition is evidence of 
how great a place LLNL is to 
be for an early career scien-
tist. I’ve been astounded by 
the diversity of people that I 
work with here at Livermore; 
it’s part of why the Lab has 
such a high impact. Interact-
ing with people with such a 
wide range of backgrounds 
has opened up a whole new 
world of science for me. I 
hope to use this award to 
continue the pursuit of excit-
ing, cutting-edge science and 
enable others at LLNL to do 
the same.”

A member of the Lab’s 
technical staff, Duoss con-
ducts research in advanced 
materials and manufactur-
ing combined with micro-
architected design. He has 
worked at the Lab since 
2010. In addition to his pro-
grammatic work, Duoss has 
dedicated himself to educat-
ing the younger generation 
of scientists and engineers 
about STEM pathways, vol-
unteering countless hours 
and conducting Lab tours for 
students and teachers. Duoss 
said the early career award 
will encourage him to seek 
more creative avenues in 
his research and to continue 
mentoring youth.

“This is truly a recogni-
tion of the kind of environ-
ment we have that early ca-
reer scientists and engineers 
can do creative and exciting 
things,” he said. “It’s a tes-
tament to the extraordinary 
work I’ve been privileged 
to be a part of and the team 
members I’ve been fortu-
nate to work with. Without 
them, I’m certain this award 
wouldn’t have been possible. 

It shows we’re on the right 
track. I’m at that point in my 
career where I’m having an 
opportunity to be a part of all 
these projects. I hope I can 
be an innovative engine to 
spur thought and get people 
to think of new ideas.”

Belof and Duoss are 
among 13 Presidential Early 
Career winners from the 
Department of Energy. The 
awards are coordinated by 
the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy within 
the Executive Office of the 
President.

“I congratulate these out-
standing scientists and en-
gineers on their impactful 
work,” President Obama 
said. “These innovators are 
working to help keep the 
United States on the cutting 
edge, showing that federal 
investments in science lead 
to advancements that expand 
our knowledge of the world 
around us and contribute to 
our economy.”

Belof and Duoss will visit 
the White House and meet 
with President-elect Donald 
Trump at a future time.

 

work. He actively volunteers 
for a number of organizations 
including Kids Against Hun-
ger in Pleasanton.

Affiliate of the Year: Erin 
Steele with Wells Fargo 
Home Mortgage was se-
lected as the Bay East 2016 
Affiliate of the Year. Steel 
is an active member of the 
Bay East Young Professional 
Network, and is involved 
with similar networks at the 
State and National levels. 
She also serves on the Bay 
East Housing Opportunities 
Committee and as the Affili-
ate Director on the Bay East 
Board of Directors. She visits 
Washington D.C. each year 
to attend the National As-
sociation of REALTORS® 
legislative meetings and is 
part of the Bay East team that 
meets with Congress mem-
bers who represent southern 
and eastern Alameda County.

Outs tand ing  Leader 
Award: Craig Ragg was 
honored with the Outstand-
ing Leader Award. The award 
is given to a past president 
of the association who con-
tinues to pursue the vision 
of excellence in the name of 
Bay East. He has served on 
and chaired numerous Bay 
East committees during his 
almost 40 years of Bay East 
membership. Ragg was the 
2015 Vice Chair of the Lead-
ership Development com-
mittee and the 2016 Chair of 
the Leadership Evaluation 
and Selection committee. 
He is a member of the Cali-
fornia Association of REAL-
TORS® (C.A.R.) Board of 
Directors; the 2017 Chair of 
the C.A.R. Political Action 
Committee (CREPAC) and a 
member of Taxation and the 
Federal Committees. Ragg is 
a member of the National As-
sociation of REALTORS® 
(NAR) Board of Director 

and a member of the Conven-
tional Financing Committee. 
He is also a member of the 
NAR Presidents Circle Hall 
of Fame. He was previously 
honored as the 2009 REAL-
TOR® of the Year and served 
as the Bay East President in 
2013.

John Deadrich Distin-
guished Service Award: Joe 
Annunziato III received one 
of Bay East’s most presti-
gious awards, the John Dead-
rich Distinguished Service 
Award. Named in honor of 
the association’s first presi-
dent and founding father, 
this award is given to a Bay 
East member who exempli-
fies the self-sacrifice, vision 
and accomplishments of the 
greatest leaders who have 
shaped the real estate pro-
fession. Annunziato worked 
tirelessly to make it easier for 
every Bay East member to 
help clients and embraced the 
mission of the Association: to 
help our members succeed as 
real estate professionals. He 
was a member of the Board 
of Directors for Bay East 
and was recently appointed 
to the Board of Directors for 
the California Association 
of REALTORS®. He also 
served on the Bay East Lo-
cal Government Relations 
Committee, Strategic Plan-
ning Committee, Executive 
Committee and the Property 
Investment Committee. He is 
best known for his involve-
ment in the Multiple Listing 
Service (MLS) and Business 
Technologies Committee 
since 2008 and served as the 
2016 committee chair. He is 
active at the regional MLS 
Level where he serves on the 
joint Bay East/Contra Costa 
MLS Management Group. In 
2017 he will serve as a mem-
ber of National Association 
of Realtors MLS committee.

 

Real Estate Professionals Recognized

President Obama Selects Two Lab 
Researchers for Early Career Awards

Stratford to Add Middle School
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ART & ENTERTAINMENT
ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, 

located in the Carnegie Building, 
offers art classes, unusual gifts, 
painting rentals, art exhibits and 
information pertaining to the art 
field, 2155 Third St., Livermore. The 
gallery has been open since 1974 
and is run as a co-op by local art-
ists. Hours are Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 
p.m. For information call 449-9927.

Members of the Pleasanton Art 
League Public Art Circuit are 
currently exhibiting art at six busi-
nesses in the Pleasanton - Dublin 
Area. Viewing locations are: Bank 

of America at 337 Main Street, 
Pleasanton; Pleasanton Chamber 
of Commerce at 777 Peters Street, 
Pleasanton; Sallman, Yang, & 
Alameda CPA's at 4900 Hopyard 
Road, Pleasanton; US Bank at 749 
Main Street, Pleasanton; Edward 
Jones at 6601 Dublin Boulevard, 
Dublin; and The Bagel Street Café 
at 6762 Bernal Avenue Pleasanton. 
If interested in becoming a member 
of the Pleasanton Art League or for 
information regarding the Public 
Art Circuit, call John Trimingham at 
(510) 877-8154.

Imagination Expressed 2017 – Lo-

cal artists show paintings, photog-
raphy, and sculpture in a variety 
of styles and media January 11 
through March 26 at the Museum 
on Main, 603 Main Street Pleasan-
ton. www.museumonmain.org

California Watercolor Asso-
ciation’s 47th Annual National 
Exhibition. Opening January 14, 
running through February 25 in the 
Harrington Gallery at the Firehouse 
Arts Center in Pleasanton. 75 
or so artists from California and 
beyond have been accepted by this 
year's judge, nationally acclaimed 
jurist and watercolor artist Donna 
Zagotta. A wide variety of styles 
and types of water media are rep-
resented. PAINTING DEMONSTRA-
TIONS:  Wednesday, February 8 
from 12:30-2:30 (Sue Johnston and 
Ruth Miller.) For complete listing of 
events, visit www.firehousearts.org. 
Regular gallery hours: Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday from 12:00-5:00 
p.m.; Saturday 11:00 a.m.-3:00 
p.m. Harrington Gallery at the Fire-
house Arts Center in Pleasanton, 
4444 Railroad Avenue. Donations 
always appreciated. Exhibit dates: 
January 14 through February 25, 
2016. 

”WaterMusic-Jazz” - Special Art 
Exhibit at Firehouse Arts Center in 
Pleasanton. San Francisco artist 
Peggy Gyulai’s latest series, featur-
ing large-frame abstract works in 
oils. Each painting is a chronicle of 
an encounter with music. Ms. Gyu-
lai has done painting collaborations 
with a number of impressive music 
performance groups and venues. 
EXHIBIT: January 13 through 
February 15, during regular gallery 
hours. More information: www.
peggygyulai.com. Gallery hours: 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday from 
12:00-5:00 p.m.; Saturday 11:00 
a.m.-3:00 p.m. Harrington Gallery 
at the Firehouse Arts Center in 
Pleasanton, 4444 Railroad Avenue. 
Donations appreciated.

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Call to Artists: 3rd Annual Cele-

brate Women! Las Positas College, 
2017 photographic art competition. 
General Guidelines: Each image 
submitted must use one woman/
several women as subject matter 
presented with honor. March is 
international women's month, so, 
the show is hung March 1 - 30th 
in building 2400. Reception: March 
16, 2017 from 6 - 8 with awards at 
7 in Room 2420 all on the campus 
of Las Positas College at 3000 
Campus Hill Drive, Livermore. Park-
ing $2. For more detailed guidelines 

email: CelebrateWomen2017@
gmail.com 

Music Sing-A-Long. Sing familiar 
tunes with other folks with piano 
and guitar accompaniment. The 
words to the songs will be provided. 
No musical training required. 
Small fee to L.A.R.P.D.. Mondays 
at 11:00-12:00. Call 373-5700 for 
L.A.R.P.D.. 

Show and Tell, Artists are invited to 
a monthly function at the Bothwell 
Arts Center, called “Show & Tell. 
4th Tuesday of each month at 7:00 
p.m. at the Bothwell Arts Center, 
2466 Eighth St., Livermore. Artists 
bring finished or unfinished work 
to show and if desired, receive a 
critique from the group. Refresh-
ments are brought by some of the 
artists, and a donation of $5.00 is 
desired although not mandatory. 
Contact for this event is D’Anne 
Miller at danne_miller@att.net, or 
Linda Ryan at LRyan@Livermore-
performingarts.org 

ACC/Art Critique & Coffee, Discuss 
and share work with Profes-
sional Artists in sketching, painting, 
exhibiting and marketing your work. 
ACC members currently working 
on exhibiting theme works, under 
the Inspiration of "The Artist's 
Edge /The Edge of Art & Chosen 
Pathways." Meets and Critiques 
Friday mornings in Pleasanton. 
PoetryOnCanvas@Mac.Com

Figure Drawing Workshop, every 
Friday 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Artists bring their own materials 
and easels. Open to all artists. 
Professional artist models (nude). 
No instructor. Students under 18 
need written parental permission 
to attend. Cost $20 per session. 
Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th St., 
Livermore. Coffee, tea and refresh-
ments are available. Call or e-mail 
Barbara Stanton for more info 
about the workshop, 925-373-9638 
- microangelo@earthlink.net.

Preschool Art classes: Thursday 
mornings 9:45 – 10:45. Children 
aged 3-5 are welcome to join this 
class. Classes cover drawing, 
painting, print-making, sculpture 
and ceramics. For further informa-
tion, contact Thomasin Dewhurst at 
(925) 216-7231 or thomasin_d@
hotmail.com or visit http://children-
sartclassesprojects.blogspot.com/

Art Classes, For children, teens and 
adults. Beginner to advanced. 
Drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculpture and ceramics taught by 
highly experienced artist and art 
instructor, Thomasin Dewhurst. 
Weekday and weekend classes, 
Home school classes, Special 

classes during school breaks 
offered. (925) 216-7231 or email 
thomasin_d@hotmail.com for 
further info.

Piano and keyboard lessons, For 
children to adult. Beginner to early 
intermediate level. Half-hour pri-
vate classes or small group classes 
offered. Twice-yearly recitals. (925) 
216-7231 or email thomasin_d@
hotmail.com for further info.

PPL/Pleasanton Poetry League, 
now meeting the 1st Thursday and 
3rd Wednesday of each month 
7:00 at The Corner Bakery Cafe in 
Pleasanton. Join us as we challenge 
ourselves to poetically relay our 
thoughts, emotions and experiences 
through poetry. Become a member 
& share your work - Contact 
PoetryOnCanvas@Mac.Com for 
more info on Theme Challenges, 
Membership & Opportunities.

Ukulele Circle, Meetings held the 
last Saturday from 12 noon-1 p.m. 
at Galina’s Music Studio located at 
1756 First St., Livermore. Confirm 
participation by calling (925) 960-
1194 or via the website at www.
GalinasMusicStudio.com. Beginners 
are welcome. Bring some music to 
share with the group. Ukuleles are 
available for purchase. Small $10 
fee to cover meeting costs.

WINE & SPIRITS
Charles R Vineyards Celebrates 

The Cabstravaganza on Saturday, 
January 28th from 11:30am - 
4:30pm. A selection of fine Caber-
net Sauvignon include 2007 & 2008 
Walker Ranch Cab, 2008 & 2010 
Julio Cab and some 2006 Family 
Reserve Cab that is outstanding. 
The carefully selected Cabernet 
Sauvignon varietals will be for 
sale today only with very limited 
quantities available. 8195 Crane 
Ridge Road (at the end of Greenville 
Road) in Livermore.

Las Positas Vineyards, Livermore, 
Sat., Jan. 28 and Sun., Jan. 29  
featured food pairing flight option 
is a Cheesecake Cupcake & Wine 
pairing  Tasting Room is open from 
11:30am-4:30pm.  Any inquiries, 
email curt@laspositasvineyards.
com

Retzlaff Estate Winery, February 
12, Annual Valentines Weekend 
Drawing for a Basket of Love. Live 
Music provided by the valley’s own 
“Sexy Trumpet “–Jeff Bordes and 
the Burnt Ends. 1356 S. Livermore 
Ave, Livermore. http://retzlaffvine-
yards.com 

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Retzlaff Estate Winery, Live Music 

every Sunday. 12:00 - 4:30. 1356 
S. Livermore Ave, Livermore. http://
retzlaffvineyards.com 

Blacksmith Square, music every 
Saturday 3 to 6 p.m. in the court-
yard, 21 South Livermore Ave., 
Livermore. 

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band appears 
regularly at: The Castle Rock 
Restaurant in Livermore/on Portola 
Avenue-- the 2nd Tuesday each 
month from 7:30-9:30--Dance 
floor, full bar, small cover.  .

Temirzhan Yerzhanov and Klara 
Frei in concert with the Tri-Valley 
Gradus ad Parnassum Youth Or-
chestra “Four Hands and a Baton.” 
8:00 pm Feb. 4. Amador Theater, 
1155 Santa Rita Rd., Pleasanton. 
931-4848, Firehousearts.org. 

Cole: the Music of Cole Porter, 8 
p.m. Feb. 10. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800. 

Del Valle Fine Arts, Aspen Trio/
Bryan Young, string trio with 
bassoon, Feb. 11, 8 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 
373-6800.

LIV ON: Olivia Newton-John, Beth 
Nielsen Chapman, Amy Sky, 
Sunday afternoon, February 12, 
2017 Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore, will be only Bay 
Area appearance on this leg of the 
tour for the newly-released album. 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org, 373-6800. 

The Chieftains, 8 p.m. Feb. 17. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800. 

We Banjo 3 Flamboyant Mix of Irish, 
Bluegrass, and Old-Time Music, 8 
p.m. Feb. 18. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 
931-4848, www.firehousearts.org. 

Livermore-Amador Symphony, Feb. 
18, 7 p.m. prelude talk, 8 p.m. 
concert. Inspirational Journey, 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

International Guitar Night, 7:30 
p.m. Feb. 19. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

Classic Albums Live: Rumours, 8 
p.m. Feb. 24. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. www.
bankheadtheater.org or 373-6800.

Global Symphonic Gems, Pacific 
Chamber Orchestra, 2 p.m. Feb. 
26. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
Street, Livermore. www.bankhead-
theater.org or 373-6800.

Kelly Brandeburg, A Tribute to the 
Songs of Barbra Streisand, 2 p.m. 

Pleasanton Art League & Livermore Art Association 
general meeting will be held Monday, February 13, 7:30 
pm at the Bothwell Art Center, 2466 8th Street, Liver-
more. 

This month's guest artist is Paul Kratter, a plein air oil 
painter.

Born and raised in the Bay Area, Paul Kratter received 
a Graphic Arts degree at the College of San Mateo, then 
his BA in Illustration from the Art Center College of De-
sign in Pasadena. 

Paul freelanced as an illustrator in advertising, illus-
trated a number of children’s books and was awarded a 
Communication Arts Award in 2002. About the same time, 
he became interested in the immediacy of the plein air 
approach and started painting in the East Bay Hills near 
his home. 

Overnight his style changed although his approach 
remained intact, utilizing solid foundation of drawing, 
composition and design. He utilizes strong graphic shapes 
that were so important to his illustrations. Painting out-
doors has become his deep passion. 

Plein Air Oil Painter Featured at 
PAL, LAA Meeting

Fine Spring Day
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TRAVEL 
BUG

LUxURy TRAVEL
(925) 447-4300
In Downtown Livermore

2269 Third Street
travelbuglivermore.com

Feb. 26. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 
931-4848, www.firehousearts.org.

ON THE STAGE
Jesus Christ Superstar, Tri-Valley 

Repertory Theater production, 
weekends Jan. 14-29, 2017. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. 373-6800 or www.
bankheadtheater.org.

Anything Goes: Pacific Coast Reper-
tory Theatre kicks off 2017 at the 
Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasanton 
with this high-energy, high-seas 
musical romp. Story: The S.S. 
American is sailing between New 
York and England with a comically 
colorful assemblage of passen-
gers: Reno Sweeney, Billy Crocker, 
Hope Harcourt and a second-rate 
con-man named Moonface Martin. 
Song, dance, and zany antics 
ensue as Reno and Moonface try 
to help Billy win the love of his 
life. Cole Porter songs include: It’s 
De-Lovely, Friendship, I Get A Kick 
Out Of You, All Through The Night, 
Anything Goes, You’re The Top, 
and many more. Opens Saturday, 
January 28. Shows run through 
Sunday, February 12: Fridays at 
8:00 p.m., Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 
8 p.m., and Sundays matinees at 
2 p.m. Check website or box office 
to confirm availability. Reserved 
seat tickets are $19-$40. Purchase 
online at www.firehousearts.org, 
925-931-4848 [Call: 925-931-
4848] , or at the center Box Office, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. 

Twelfth Night, 2 p.m. Feb. 26, 
Pleasanton Library. San Francisco 
Shakespeare Festival presentation, 
Q&A follows, as well as Playshop, 
a one hour hands-on experience 
with cast members. 400 Old Bernal 
Avenue, Pleasanton. 931-3400. 

Shakespeare Goes to Gravel Gulch 
or The Villain Drove a Bard 

Bargain, every weekend starting 
March 11 and ending April 1st 
Sunol Repertory Theatre Company 
presents a classic melodrama at 
Sunol Glen School Auditorium, 
11601 Main Street, at 8:pm. Profits 
support the liberal arts program at 
Sunol Glen School. Over $150,000 
has been donated over the last 35 
years. www.sunol.net/srt, 925-
449-2693

COMEDY
Free Comedy Show every Thursday 

at Sanctuary from 7:30-9pm in the 
Skylight Room at Sanctuary, 2369 
First St. in Livermore.

Tom Papa, 8 p.m. Jan. 27. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.bankheadtheater.org or 
373-6800. 

MOVIES
The Classic Film Series, Pleasanton 

Library will feature a range of 
genres. “On the Islands,” themed 
films will be shown the first Thurs-
day of each month through June 
2017. 6:30 p.m. at the Pleasanton 
Public Library, 400 Old Bernal 
Avenue. Free admission. Everyone 
is welcome to attend. Some films 
are mature in content and may not 
be suitable for children. For more 
information or assistance, please 
contact the Pleasanton Public 
Library at (925) 931-3400, exten-
sion 4. Visit www.pleasantonlibrary.
org for a list of films and more 
information.

Lives Worth Living: free documen-
tary series, Firehouse Arts Center: 
Three part documentary series 
celebrating diversity and shared 
humanity. Events are free, however 
tickets are required. Feb. 16, 7 p.m. 
We Are Different, We Are the Same; 
March 30, 7 p.m. The Mask You 
Live In; April 20, 7 p.m. He Named 
Me Malala. 4444 Railroad Avenue, 

Pleasanton. www.firehousearts.org 
or 931-4848.

DANCE
Journey To Broadway, 2:30 and 

7:30 p.m. Sat., Feb. 4. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
Presented by the Livermore School 
of Dance directed by Liz Roberts. 
The dance performance includes 
many styles of dance: Jazz, 
Contemporary, Hip Hop, Musical 
Theater, Modern, and Tap. Variety of 
music from well-known Broadway 
shows and composers, such as 
Hamilton, Cats, Waitress, 42nd 
Street, Aaron Copland, Andra Day 
and more. 373-6800 or www.
bankheadtheater.org

Russian National Ballet The-
atre: Giselle, 7:30 p.m. Feb. 7. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.
org or 373-6800.

CHORAL
Winter Voices: Voices in Harmony & 

Some Friends of Mine, presented by 
a local award-winning male a cap-
pella chorus known for its mastery 
of barbershop harmony and winner 
of championships and competi-
tions. They will sing hits from the 
American Songbook. Saturday, Feb. 
4, 7:30 p.m., St. Augustine Church, 
3999 Bernal Ave. Donation: $15 
for adults, $10 for students. (925) 
846-4489, www.catholicsofpleas-
anton.org.

OPERA
25th Anniversary Celebration, 

Livermore Valley Opera, 5 p.m. 
January 28 at The Club at Ruby Hill. 
Concert of music including your fa-
vorite arias. Following the concert, 
three course dinner. Live auction 
and a two surprising raffle items. 
www.livermorevalleyopera.com

Marriage of Figaro - a timeless 

comedy with its bubbling overture 
and brilliant arias composed by 
Mozart at the height of his genius 
– the result is a witty yet profound 
tale of love, betrayal, and forgive-
ness. It tells how the servants, 
Figaro and Susanna, cleverly outwit 
their master, Count Almaviva, from 
seducing Susanna. Through their 
manipulations, the Count’s love for 
his Countess is restored. Adding to 
the fun is an old man seeking re-
venge, a scheming maid, a drunken 
gardener, and an amorous teenager. 
Saturday 7:30pm March 11 and 18; 
Sunday 2:00pm March 12 and 19; 
$42 - $89; Bankhead theater 2400 
First Street, Livermore; 925-373-
6800; LVPAC.org; LivermoreVal-
leyOpera.com

MISCELLANEOUS
Hagemann Ranch Open House. 

Tours of the 140+ year old ranch 
and free, family friendly sea-
sonal activities. The last Sunday 
of each month, 1-4 PM. Go to 
www.livermorehistory.com for the 
monthly program. 455 Olivina Ave., 
Livermore.

 Political Issues Book Club meets 
the 4th Tuesday of each month, 
and reads books about issues and 
trends that are driving current 
affairs in both the national and 
international arenas.  Topics that 
have been covered include politics, 
governance, economics, military af-
fairs, history, sociology, science, the 
climate, and religion. Contact Rich 
at 872-7923, for further questions

We’re Talkin’ Books! Club is a 
member-centered book group led 
by a small group of book club veter-
ans, with reading selections based 
on member recommendations and 
consensus. No homework required– 
share your insights or just listen in! 
Contact Nancy Tingstrom Turner at 
ntingstr@yahoo.com. 

Storied Nights: An Evening of 
Spoken Word. 2nd Thursday of 
each month. Features local authors 

reading their work 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
at Peet's Coffee and Tea, 152 
So. Livermore Ave., Livermore. 
Sponsored by LVPAC and Peet's. 
Information go to http://facebook.
com/StoriedNights 

“Flygirl,” annual Livermore Reads 
Together (LRT) book. Public 
Library will host programs and 
events based on themes found in 
the featured book. Copies of Flygirl 
and LRT event schedules will be 
available at all Livermore Public 
Library locations. All LRT events are 
free Unless noted, events are held 
at the Civic Center Library on 1188 
South Livermore Avenue, Livermore, 
CA. Sunday, January 29, 2 pm: LRT 
kick-off event featuring Livermore 
Airport, and pilots Bruce Anderson, 
Candace Harding, Barbara Blissert 
and Jacquie Warda. Saturday, 
February 4, 1 pm: Screening and 
discussion of The Tuskegee Airmen 
(1995, PG-13). Free screening of 
the HBO movie starring Laurence 
Fishburne. Tuesday, February 7, 
6:30 pm: Presentation on aviation 
pioneer Fred Wiseman by Stephen 
A. Lehmann, president of the Wind-
sor Historical Society Saturday, 
February 11, 11 am: Guided tour 
of the Livermore Municipal Airport. 
Sign up required, and space is 
limited. Sign up begins January 29. 
Call Paul Sevilla at the Livermore 
Public Library at (925) 373-5573 
for more information. Sunday, 
February 12, 2 pm: Author Susan 
Wels discusses her book Amelia 
Earhart: The Thrill of It. Wednesday, 
February 15, 7 pm: Flygirl Read-
ers Theater performed by actors 
from the Livermore Shakespeare 
Festival. Friday, February 17, 3:30 
pm: Sulphur Creek Nature Center’s 
Birds & Bats in Flight animal and 
craft program at Rincon Branch 
Library. Saturday, February 18, 1 
pm: Teen Screen Printing Workshop. 
Sunday, February 19, 2 pm: Author 
Craig Harwood discusses his book 
Quest for Flight: John J. Mont-

gomery and the Dawn of Aviation 
in the West. Tuesday, February 
21, 3:30 pm: Kids learn to create 
paper airplanes at the Springtown 
Branch Library. Friday, February 
24, 3:30 pm: Family movie day at 
the library featuring Disney-Pixar’s 
Up (2009, PG). Saturday, February 
25, 2 pm: Talk and Q&A with the 
award-winning author of Flygirl, 
Sherri L. Smith. Sunday, February 
26, 2 pm: The Swingin’ Blue Stars 
in concert. 925-373-5500 or visit 
www.livermorelibrary.net. 

New Orleans Bash, 5 p.m. Feb. 4, 
Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th 
Street, Livermore. Mardi Gras 
celebration complete with French 
Quarter decor, Louisiana style cui-
sine, Hurricanes, live New Orleans 
jazz and more. www.bankheadthe-
ater.org or 373-6800. 

An Evening with Harriett Tubman: 
Tuesday, February 14th, 7pm. Ed 
Kinney Speakers Series. All events 
are general seating at the Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566. Tickets 
are $15 General Admission, $10 
Seniors (65+) / Students (with 
valid ID), $7 Members. Tickets may 
be purchased at www.museu-
monmain.org, at Museum on Main 
during regular operating hours or 
by phoning the museum at (925) 
462-2766. 

The Tri-Valley Broadway Chorus is a non-auditioned community chorus that wel-
comes all singers from 9th grade to adult. Meetings are Tuesday nights at Amador Valley 
High School in Pleasanton from 7:30 to 9:30pm for a 12-week session in fall and spring.

The 2017 spring theme is "Do You Hear the People Sing" featuring selections from 
Les Miserables. Registration will take place on January 31 at 7:00pm at the Amador Val-
ley High School Choir Room, 1155 Santa Rita Road, Pleasanton. The  first rehearsal will 
be that same evening following registration.

The Broadway Kids Chorus is a non-auditioned chorus for students from the Tri-
Valley Area from 1st to 8th grade. Meetings are Sunday evenings at Ridgeview Com-
mons, 5200 Case Avenue, Pleasanton from 5:15 to 6:45pm. Spring rehearsals begin on 
February 5. Registration is on February 5 at 4:45pm. Our first rehearsal will be that same 
evening after registration.

For more information go to www.trivalleyrep.org/programs/broadway-chorus.
 

Broadway Chorus Registration Set for January 31
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(Organizations wishing to run notic-

es in Bulletin Board, send information 
to PO Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, 
in care of Bulletin Board or email infor-
mation to editmail@compuserve.com. 
Include name of organization, meeting 
date, time, place and theme or subject. 
Phone number and contact person 
should also be included. Deadline is 5 
p.m. Friday.)

Livermore High School Class of 
2017 Safe and Sober Grad Night (a 
LHS PTSA Program) Twilight Tasting 
Fundraiser. Thursday, February 2, 2017, 
from 4:30-8:00 pm at Page Mill Winery 
(1960 S. Livermore Ave.) for wine tast-
ing (including Port and brownie pairing), 
light snacks, drawing, and unique 
vendors.  All tasting fees ($10/person) 
and 10% of winery and vendor sales 
will be donated to LHS PTSA Safe and 
Sober Grad Night 2017.  Can’t make it 
to the fundraiser?  Help by donating via 
the following:  https://www.gofundme.
com/livermorehighclassof2017 

Friends of the Vineyards presents 
Livermore Town Historian, Richard Finn, 
for a historical talk showcasing the 
history of the Livermore Valley vineyard 
and wine producing region at its annual 
meeting. This fascinating story begins 
in the 19th century and continues 
today. This is a free event and all are 
invited. Come learn about your town’s 
interesting past and Friends of the 
Vineyards participation in that history. 
Monday, January 30, 7 PM Civic Center 
Library, 1188 S. Livermore Ave.

Livermore-Amador Genealogical 
Society, meeting 7:30 p.m. Mon., Feb. 
13 at Congregation Beth Emek, 3400 
Nevada Court, Pleasanton. Guest will 
be Davie Goerss who will speak on the 
topic, Path to Glory: Start researching 
Your WWI Ancestor without Getting Lost. 
He will explain the research landscape, 
as well as provide advice on utilizing 
a phased approach to research to 
effectively locate and track ancestors. 
No charge. Visitors welcome. For addi-
tional information contact: Kay Speaks, 
Program Chair, email: program@L-
AGS.org 

Miss Representation an 88 
minute film by Jennifer Siebel Newsom 
about how women/girls are misrep-
resented in today’s media, will be 
shown Sat., Jan. 28 at the IBEW Hall; 
6250 Village Parkway, Dublin at 7 PM. 
Meet & Greet begins at 6:30 PM where 
you can or don’t have to participate 
in potluck. This film features women 
from both sides of the aisle while 
discussing what it is like for young 
girls and women growing up today. 
This unaffiliated event is free ($3.00 
donations appreciated), wheelchair 
accessible, and parking is convenient. 
A short discussion follows the film. For 

group supports Children's Hospital re-
search, college scholarships and other 
charities. For information, contact Judy 
Wellbeloved, president, 462-2487. 

ClutterLess Self Help Support 
Group, nonprofit, peer-based, self-help, 
support group for people with difficulty 
discarding unwanted possessions. 
Cluttering is a psychological issue, 
not an organizing issue. New meeting 
location: Parkview,100 Valley Avenue 
(main entrance), 2nd Floor Activity 
Room, Pleasanton. Mondays except 
some holidays 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Come 
or call a volunteer at 925)289-5356 or 
925-922-1467. More information at: 
www.clutterlesseastbay.org

Questers is an international 
organization of lovers of antiques, 
collectibles, and history who encourage 
preservation and restoration of histori-
cal landmarks. At chapter meetings, 
members learn about antiques, share 
and view member’s collections, visit 
historic sites, museums and antiques 
shops and help non-profit organizations 
with restoration and preservation work. 
Chapter meets the 4th Tuesday monthly 
from September to May. New members 
are invited to join the local Amador 
Chapter. If interested call President 
Rickie at 925-292-8123 or e-mail 
rjfgiono@comcast.net. 

 Birthright Pregnancy Support 
Center, 1010 Murrieta Blvd., Suite B, 
Livermore, located directly behind the 
blue bus stop near the corner of Fenton 
St., and next to Stanford/ValleyCare 
Hospital. Birthright's free and confi-
dential services include - pregnancy 
tests, caring guidance, adoption and 
medical referrals, baby and maternity 
clothing, and more. (925) 449-5887 for 
an appointment. Our office hours are: 
Mon., Tues., Wed., 10-2; Thurs. 12-4; 
1st, 2nd & 4th Saturdays 10-1. 1-800-
550-4900 Helpline is staffed 24/7. 
www.birthright.org/Livermore for more 
information on Birthright's services. 

Tri-Valley Stargazers Astronomy 
Club. Feed your wonder about the Night 
Sky and the Cosmos by joining us on 
the 3rd Friday of the Month for our club 
meeting. Unitarian Universalist Church, 
1893 N. Vasco Rd., Livermore. Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. talk starts at 7:30 
pm. For more info visit us @ http://
www.trivalleystargazers.org/

Ravenswood Historical Site, 
2647 Arroyo Road, Livermore, Docents 
in 1890s costumes give free guided 
tours beginning at noon, on the second 
and fourth Sundays of the month. Each 
tour includes the 1885 Cottage and the 
1891 Main House, and the beautifully 
landscaped grounds. For information 
on the Ravenswood Progress League 
(RPL) or the volunteer Docent Program, 

please call the Docent Coordinator at 
(925) 443-0238. 

Sons in Retirement (SIR) is a 
social group of retired men who join 
together to better enjoy their leisure 
time. Activities include golf, bridge, 
photography, travel, fishing, biking, 
wine tasting, and technology. The 
Tri-Valley Branch serves men living in 
Pleasanton, Dublin, Livermore, and 
San Ramon. The group meets for lunch 
on the first Thursday of each month 
at the San Ramon Golf Club, 9430 
Fircrest Lane, San Ramon. Please read 
more about the Tri-Valley SIR at www.
trivalleysir.org and the Statewide SIR 
at www.sirinc.org/. For information or 
to attend a meeting, call Carl Churilo, 
925-967-8177.

Tri-Valley Haven provides crisis 
stabilization counseling for those expe-
riencing difficulties related to domestic 
violence, abusive situations, sexual 
assault or other challenging emotional 
issues. We provide assistance with in-
dividual therapy and/or group support. 
Please call to schedule an appointment: 
925 449-5845 (Counseling Intake)

Sons in Retirement (SIR) is 
a group for retired men who seek 
activities to enhance their retirement. 
Monthly meetings feature lunch and an 
interesting speaker. Men have the op-
portunity to learn about and join activi-
ties such as hiking, bridge, investment, 
bowling, bocce ball and wood carving. 
There is also a neat group of guys to get 
to know. SIR Branch #121 meets on 
the 4th Tuesday of each month at the 
DoubleTree Hotel, Las Flores Road (near 
Bluebell Drive), Livermore, at 11:30. 
Any retired man is welcome to drop by 
to learn about your opportunities. For 
more information check our website: 
branch121.sirinc2.org or email Neal 
Cavanaugh at nealfcavanaugh@att.net 
(put “SIR” in the subject line).

American Legion Post 47 in 
Livermore is looking for veterans in the 
Livermore area who are interested in 
performing community service for young 
people and promoting veterans affairs. 
Interested veterans will meet with other 
like-minded veterans for camaraderie 
and support of veteran’s causes. The 
American Legion is the largest federally 
chartered veteran’s organization that 
is the veterans lobby and voice to 
congress. The Livermore American 
Legion Post 47 meets the second and 
fourth Monday of each month at 6:30 
PM at the Veterans Memorial Building, 
522 South L Street, Livermore. Enter 
the building from the ramp on the 5th 
Street side. For more information go to 
http://www.calegion.org/ or contact Bill 
Bergmann at calegion.post47@gmail.
com or (925) 443-2330 or Roy Warner 

at 925-449-6048.
Pleasanton Lions Club welcomes 

visitors to come experience a great 
time while making a difference in our 
community & beyond. Dinner meetings 
every 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each month 
at 6:30pm. Check the website for 
meeting location: Pleasanton. www.
pleasantonlionsclub.org

Assistance League® of Amador 
Valley invites all visitors to join this 
dedicated group of volunteers, reaching 
out to those in need in the Tri-Valley and 
having fun doing it. Regular meetings 
are held on the third Thursday of the 
month at 7 p.m. at the Parkview, 100 
Valley Ave., Pleasanton. For more 
information, see our website, www.
amadorvalley.assistanceleague.org, e-
mail assistanceleagueamadorvalley@
yahoo.com, or call (925) 461-6401.

Navy, Marine Corp & Coast 
Guard Veterans. Meet with other like 
minded veterans for camaraderie and 
support of veterans causes. The Fleet 
Reserve Association is a chartered 
organization that provides a voice in 
Congress. Young veterans are highly 
encouraged to get involved in promoting 
the concerns of your generation. The 
local branch of the FRA meets the first 
Friday of each month at 6:30 PM at the 
Veterans Memorial Building, 522 South 
L St., Livermore. For more informa-
tion go to www.fra.org or contact Roy 
Warner at 925-449-6048 or Loraine 
Maese at 454-1582.

Operation: SAM “Supporting 
All Military” is a 501(c)3 non profit 
military support organization based in 
Livermore. S.A.M. has been in operation 
since January 2004. It is dedicated 
to the continued morale support of 
deployed troops. For information or 
donations, visit www.operationsam.org, 
email operationsam@comcast.net or 
call 925-443-7620. 

Depression and Bipolar Sup-
port Alliance (DBSA) Pleasanton, 
meets Wednesdays 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. 
St. Clare's Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Rd., Pleasanton (not affiliated 
with the church. Information at www.
dbsalliance.org/pleasanton or contact 
chapter leader, Al Pereira, 462-6415.

Bereaved Mother’s Network of 
the Tri-Valley meets the first Tuesday 
of each month, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Liver-
more Civic Center Library, Small Con-
ference Room. The aim of the network 
is to allow bereaved mothers to make 
connections with, share resources, 
and support other mothers who have 
been through the worst experience of 
their lives, losing a child. For more 
information, contact katiestrube@
comcast.net.

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, 

donations. Those who can’t make the 
Sew-Fest but would like to sew, arrange 
for kits that can be sews at home. 
Questions? Suzanne Beck, 925-352-
8447 or suzbeck@yahoo.com 

 Meals on Wheels Volunteers 
are needed to deliver fresh meals 
to homebound seniors in Livermore 
or Pleasanton one day per week, 
Monday-Friday between 10 am-12 
pm. For more information, please call 
(925)483-1989. 

Learn Scottish country dancing 
in Livermore: lively reels and jigs 
and graceful strathspeys that are the 
traditional social dance of Scotland. 
Classes are Mondays 8:00 to 9:30 
pm at the Livermore Veteran’s Hall, 
522 South L Street, Livermore. No 
prior dance experience required. Call 
Margaret Ward at (925) 449-5932 or 
Sheena MacQueen at (925) 447-1833 
for more information. Youth class (ages 
8 and up): contact Sheena MacQueen 
(925)447-1833 for info.

Rotary Club of Livermore Valley 
invites interested individuals to attend 
its morning meeting. Meetings are 
held every Tuesday at 7 am in Beeb’s 
Sports Bar & Grill at the Las Positas 
Golf Course, 915 Club House Drive, 
Livermore.  For more information, go to 
www.livermorevalleyrotary.org/ or con-
tact Fred Quarterman at 925-337-5342 
or Deb Tacker at 925-447-1135.

Del Valle Folk Dancers: beginning 
and experienced dancers are welcome. 
Balkan, Israeli and other world dances, 
easy line and circle dances, no partners 
required, casual dress. $3 per session 
(first time free). Tuesdays 7:30-9:30 
p.m. at the Bothwell Arts Center (West 
end), 2466 8th Street, Livermore. Infor-
mation: George Pavel (925) 447-8020 
or george.pavel@gmail.com

Square dancing for all ages 8 
years and up Thursdays from 7:00-
8:30pm at Del Valle High, 2253 5th 
Street, Livermore. Families and friends 
welcome. September classes free to 
new dancers. Questions? Margaret 
925-447-6980 or mmiller1435@
gmail.com

Shepherd’s Gate Thrift Store, 
open at 4014 East Ave. Hours will be 9 
-6 Monday through Saturday. Donations 
can be left at 4014 East Ave in the rear 
of the building, 9:30 AM to 5 PM M-F, 
8 – 2:30 PM Sat, closed Sundays & 
holidays.

Italian Catholic Federation, 
meets 3rd Friday of the month, 6 p.m. 
St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church, 
4001 Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton. 
Anyone who loves all things Italian is 
invited to meet to celebrate the Italian 
heritage with monthly dinner meetings 
and holding charitable events. The 

more information, Call 925-462-3459 
or email flickknight@gmail.com. 

LARPD’s annual Rummage Sale 
returns with bargains galore on Satur-
day, Jan. 28. From 8 a.m. to noon, The 
Barn at 3131 Pacific Ave., Livermore, 
discover new treasures to take home. 
For more information, call 925-373-
5700 or visit www.larpd.org.

Girls Night Out Networking, 
‘Cooking’ in Pleasanton, 5-7 p.m. Feb. 
6, Pans On Fire, 3059 Hopyard Rd., 
Suite JK, Pleasanton. Cooking dem-
onstrations, best apron contest. Must 
RSVP/prepay to confirm reservation, 
$10 members, $15 nonmembers. www.
gnon.org/monthly-mixer.html Questions: 
925-487-4748. 

Grief Workshop - Stepping 
Stones on Your Grief Journey. Join us 
bi-monthly. St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 
4001 Stoneridge Dr. Pleasanton; second 
and fourth Thursday evenings at 7:30 
pm, Feb. 9, 23. No pre-registration is 
necessary. These sessions are open to 
all, regardless of religious affiliation. 
Call Eleanor Flatley at 925-846-8708 
for more information. 

Social Justice Forum: Film 
Screening, Feb. 12, noon to 1:30 p.m. 
"From This Day Forward," the story 
of a love and a family that survived 
the most intimate of transformations. 
With her own wedding just around the 
corner, filmmaker Sharon Shattuck 
returns home to examine the mystery 
at the heart of her upbringing: How 
her transgender father Trisha and 
her straight-identified mother Marcia 
stayed together against all odds. From 
This Day Forward is a moving portrayal 
of an American family coping with 
the most intimate of transformations. 
View the trailer here: https://vimeo.
com/164500080. Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 1893 N. Vasco Rd., Livermore.

 Crab Feed, The Livermore High 
School Alumni Assoc. is having its 5th 
Annual Fundraising Crab Feed on Sat. 
March 18, 2017 in celebration of the 
125th Anniversary of Livermore High 
School. 6 - 10 pm at the Robert Liver-
more Community Center. Ticket prices: 
$55.00/person. See www.livermore-
highalumni.com for current information 
or call Ray: 925-548-8817

 Dress a Girl Around the World, 
an invitation to make simple dresses 
for girls in third world countries. Next 
Sew-Fest is Sat., February 18, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at St. Augustine Hall, 
3999 Bernal Ave., Pleasanton. Help 
is needed sewing, ironing, cutting. 
Bring sewing machine or serger, iron, 
ironing board, scissors, along with 
helping hands. (Those planning to 
stay all day should bring a bag lunch.) 
Always accepting cheerful cotton fabric 
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open to new and established residents 
of the Tri-Valley. Activities include a cof-
fee the first Wednesday of the month, a 
luncheon on the second Wednesday of 
the month, Bunco, Mah Jongg, walking/
hiking groups, family activities, and 
monthly adult socials. Information, call 
925-215-8405 or visit www.Pleasan-
tonNewcomers.com

Community Resources for Inde-
pendent Living (CRIL) offers services 
to help people with disabilities and sup-
ports them to live independently and 
participate in their community for as 
long as they are willing and able to do 
so. CRIL maintains offices in Hayward, 
Fremont and Livermore to provide 
information and referrals and provide 
community education at senior centers 
and affordable housing complexes to 
residents of Southern Alameda County. 
The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and 
can be reached by phone at (925) 371-
1531, by FAX at (925) 373-5034 or by 
e-mail at abril.tamayo@cril-online.org. 
All services are free.

DBE Daughters of the British 
Empire, John McLaren’s Roses of 
Britain Chapter in the Tri-Valley meets 
at 11:00 a.m. on the 3rd Thursday of 
every month at Castlewood Country 
Club. DBE was founded in 1909 and 
is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization 
made up of women of British or British 
Commonwealth heritage and ancestry 
with a focus on charity and fellowship. 
Those interested in helping with “the 
cause," enjoying social activities, and 
forming long-lasting friendships, con-
tact Edith Caponigro at 925-998-3500 
or Jenny Whitehouse at 925-621-8946 
for additional information.

Tri-Valley Triathlon Club (TVTC), 
Information on programs and member-
ships, training philosophies and 
schedules, and all things TVTC, an all 
inclusive triathlon/marathon/endurance 
training program. www.trivalleytriclub.
com.

Supportive Services for Veteran 
Families Program offers services to 
Veteran families, including housing 
assistance. The program can offer 
rental deposit assistance for those 
veterans who are ready to move in 
and simply need move in cost covered. 
The program is looking to work with 
landlords who will accept rental deposit 
assistance from the program, who 
can provide a safe clean apartment 
complex and landlords who are willing 
to work with Veterans who may have 
housing barriers. Reina Brunson, SSVF 
Housing Specialist, (510) 358-5866, 
rbrunson@abodeservices.org

American Legion Post 237, is 
looking for new members, Meetings are 

the second Tuesday of each month at 
7:30 p.m. at Veterans Hall, 301 Main 
St., Pleasanton. Bring a copy of dis-
charge document DD-214 to a meeting. 
Mailing address is Amer. Leg. Post 237, 
P.O. Box 823, Pleasanton, Ca. 94566. 

Pleasanton Military Families is 
a Pleasanton based support group for 
those who have a loved one serving 
in the Military. The group gathers at 
7:00 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month to share concerns, fears, and to 
celebrate the joys that are experienced. 
There is no better support than being 
surrounded by others who know what 
you are going through. Three times per 
year, the group collect supplies and 
sends care packages to the troops. 
Contact PMFSG.ca@gmail.com for the 
location of the next meeting.

Livermore Military Families, a 
support group for families in Livermore 
who have a loved one serving in the 
Military, is intended to be a safe place 
for family members to come and share 
their experiences and concerns with 
others who understand what they are 
going through. All family members are 
welcome to attend meetings. Meetings 
on the 3rd Thursday of each month at 
the Livermore Veterans Memorial Build-
ing, 522 South L Street from 7:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. For more information, call 
Tami Jenkins, 925-784-5014 or email 
livermoremilitaryfamilies@yahoo.

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 

Fifth Street, Livermore. 8:30 a.m. 
Contemplative Service in the Chapel 
and 10:00 a.m. Traditional Service in 
the Sanctuary and children’s program 
For more information www.fpcl.us or 
925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 
Walnut St., Livermore, holds Sunday 
worship at 10 a.m. with Sunday school 
for all ages at 9 a.m. Children's classes 
during adult worship service. AWANA 
children's program Wednesdays at 6 
p.m. 449-4403 or www.Tri-ValleyBible-
Church.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 
N. Vasco Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday service. Information 447-8747 
or www.uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, Center 
for Jewish Learning, Prayer and Com-
munity in the Tri-Valley. 3400 Nevada 
Court, Pleasanton. Information 931-
1055. Rabbi Dr. Laurence Milder, www.
bethemek.org.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated 
with the Congress of Secular Jewish 
Organizations (csjo.org). Information, 
Rabbi Judith Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural 
Jews, 485-1049 or EastBaySecular-
Jews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every 
Sunday. Sunday School for students 
(ages 3-20) is held at 10 a.m. every 
Sunday. The church and reading room 
are located at Third and N Streets. 
The Reading Room, which is open to 
the public, features books, CDs and 
magazines for sale. For information, 
call (925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Hispanic service 
starts at 2 p.m. Nursery and children's 
church provided. A "Night of Worship" 
first Sunday of each month at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday night program for all ages 
at 7 p.m. Information, call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
Sunday Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho 
St., Livermore. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 
1385 S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 9 
a.m. worship (semiformal); 10:30 a.m. 
adult Bible study/Sunday school. For 
information, call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church, 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. 9 a.m. 
Sunday worship. Information 447-1950. 

Calvary Tri-Valley, Sunday 
Services at 243 Scott Street, Livermore, 
10:00am. www.calvarylivermore.org or 
925-447-4357.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 
Concannon Boulevard, Livermore. 
Services: Sunday school – 9:45 a.m.; 
worship service – 11 a.m. All are 
welcome. 447-3428.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
243 Scott Street, Livermore. 925-
447-5462, services on Saturday: 
Sabbath school 9:30 a.m., worship 11 
a.m. www.livermoresda.org/ All are 
welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 
6656 Alisal St., Pleasanton, Adult Sun-
day school 9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 
a.m., Children's Church (Pre-K-5th 
grade) 11:15 a.m., Nursery to age 3, 
Women's Bible study Wednesdays at 10 
a.m., Senior Adult Ministries meet every 
other month. For ministry information 
call (925) 846-8650

Trinity Church, 557 Olivina Ave. 
Livermore. Sunday worship at 8:30 
and 11:00 a.m., and Sunday School 
and Bible study for all ages at 9:45 
a.m. Awana is Sunday at 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday night there is adult Bible 
study, and youth activities at 6:30 p.m. 
Child care during all events. 447-1848, 
www.trinitylivermore.org

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 
Lomitas Ave., Livermore. Meditation 
groups following the John Main tradi-
tion, every Monday 5:30 p.m. and 7 
p.m. For details, contact Claire La Scola 
at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 
5860 Las Positas Rd., Livermore. 
Sunday Liturgy at 10 a.m. For details, 
go to www.stinnocent.net or call Fr. 
John Karcher at (831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 
3350 Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, 
Services on Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 
10:15 a.m. Children’s Sunday School 
& Chapel at 10:15 a.m. All are most 
welcome to come and worship with us 
and to enjoy our hospitality. For more 
information call the church office 925-
462-4802.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal 
Church , 678 Enos Way, Livermore, 
(925) 447-3289. www.saintbartsliver-
more.com. Service Schedule: 8:00 a.m. 
Contemplative Eucharist; 9:15 a.m. 
Adult Bible Study (check web-site): 
10:20 Sunday School (Godly Play); 
10:30: Sung Eucharist with choir, child 
care provided. 

Little Brown Church, United 
Church of Christ 141 Kilkare Road, 
Sunol. 10:30 a.m. worship. All are wel-
come here. www.littlebrownchurchofsu-
nol.org 925-862-2580

Pathway Community Church, 
6533 Sierra Lane, Dublin. Contempo-
rary Worship Service, Sunday 10:30 
am. Children, youth, adult programs. 
Biblically based practical messages, 
nondenominational. All are welcomed. 
www.pathwaycommuntiychurch.org 
(925) 829-4793.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
486 S. J Street, Livermore. Sunday 
worship at 9:00 am, followed by 
Bible Study/Sunday School at 10:20 
am. For more information, visit www.
goodshepherd-livermore.org or call 
(950) 371-6200.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 
501 North P Street, Livermore, Pas-
tors are Don & Debra Qualls. Weekly 
ministries: Sunday 10 a.m. - Teaching 
Sessions; Sunday 10:25 a.m. - Holy 
Grounds Fellowship; Sunday Worship 
Service 10:45 a.m. - Elementary aged 
children go to Kid’s Church following 
worship, nursery available; Wednesday 
7 p.m. - Back to the Point Bible Study; 
all ages; Friday 7 p.m. - Celebrate 
Recovery; in the dining hall; 925-449-
4848.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 
7106 Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 
and 11:00. Interpretation for the deaf at 
9:00. 925-227-1301. www.thecrossing.
org

Valley Bible Church, Liver-
more, meets at 10:00 am Sunday at 
6751 Southfront Road, Suite 6749, 
Livermore. Phone 925-227-1301. www.
thecrossing.org.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 
2021 College Ave., Livermore. Worship 

Services 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. www.
cedargrove.org or call 447-2351. 

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 
Palomino Dr., Pleasanton. 846-0700. 
www.jewishtrivalley.com. Rabbi Raleigh 
Resnick.

Well Community Outreach Center 
ministry provides meats, canned 
and dry goods, toiletries, and school 
supplies (only available prior to the 
start of the school year). Those with an 
immediate need or who would like to 
donate nonperishable food items, call 
the office at (925) 479-1414 to begin 
the process. Wednesday and Friday 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m., and Thursday 4 p.m. - 
6:30 p.m. Pick up by appointment only. 
The Outreach Center will be open every 
4th Saturday to distribute bags from 
Fresh and Easy Market and Sprouts. 
This will be on a first come first serve 
basis between 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
2333 Nissen Drive, Livermore. 

Lynnewood United Methodist 
Church, 4444 Black Ave., Pleasanton 
offers a friendly congregation where all 
are welcome, no matter where they are 
on their faith journey. Sunday worship 
is at 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. with child-
care and Sunday school at 10:30am. 
First Sundays of the month are informal 
with guitar. Children's choir is at 11:40-
12:10. "Come As You Are" is an informal 
service every Sunday at 5:30 p.m. Rev. 
Heather Leslie Hammer minister. www.
lynnewood.org, 925 846-0221. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints--Livermore Stake, 
Sunday services--1501 Hillcrest Ave: 
Springtown Ward 9:00 am; 1st Ward 
11:00 am; 4th Ward 1:00 pm. 950 
Mocho St.: 3rd Ward 9:00 am; 2nd 
Ward 11:00 am; Mocho Branch (Span-
ish) 12:20 pm. 8203 Village Parkway, 
Dublin: Tri-Valley Young Single Adult 
Ward 1:30 pm. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints: Pleasanton 1st 
Ward: Sunday at 1 p.m., 6100 Paseo 
Santa Cruz. Pleasanton 2nd Ward: 
Sunday 1 p.m. at 3574 Vineyard Ave. 
Pleasanton 3rd Ward: Sunday 9:30 
a.m., 3574 Vineyard Ave. Pleasanton 
4th Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 6100 Pas-
eo Santa Cruz. Dublin 1st Ward: Sunday 
9:30 a.m., 8203 Village Parkway.

John Knox Presbyterian Church, 
7421 Amarillo Rd., Dublin. Sunday 
worship service at 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
school for ages 3-18 during worship. 
Adult education Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
Jr. High youth group Sundays 4:00-6:10 
p.m. High school youth group Sundays 
5:50-8:00 p.m. www.jkpcdublin.org 
(925)828-1846.

Livermore Quakers: Unpro-
grammed worship, Sundays at 6 pm, 
1886 College Ave. (United Christian 

Church). www.LivermoreQuakers.com
St. Francis of Assisi, 193 Contrac-

tors St., Livermore. .Sunday School (all 
ages) – 8:30 AM. Communion – 9:30 
AM. 925-906-9561 stfrancisanglican.
church.

Center for Spiritual Living Liver-
more Valley - People from all faith 
traditions, cultures, races and sexual 
orientations welcome. Sunday service 
at 10:00 a.m. Youth and teen programs 
offered as well. All are welcome. 
Meeting place 1617 2nd St., 2nd Floor, 
Livermore. For more information con-
tact revharriet1@yahoo.com or visit us 
at http://csllvlighthouse.org.

St. Matthews Baptist Church, 
851 Rincon Ave., Livermore. www, 
smbclive.com or 443.3686. Dr. Allen 
S. Turner. Worship services 8 and 11 
a.m., Sunday family Bible school, 9:30 
p.m., Bible study and youth ministry, 
Wednesday 7 p.m. Feed the homeless, 
Saturday 11 a.m. Prayer, 6 p.m. 
weekdays. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, gives 
away clothing and other items every 
Monday 10-12. Donations are also 
accepted on Mondays between 10-12. 
4418 E. Avenue, Livermore.

Christ Church (a nondenomi-
national evangelical church formerly 
meeting in Pleasanton), Now meeting 
at Arroyo Mocho Elementary School, 
1040 Florence Rd., Livermore. Worship 
service at 9:00 a.m.; Educational 
Classes for all ages at 11:00 a.m. visit: 
www.christchurch-trivalley.org or call 
925.846.0665.

Unity of Tri-Valley is a welcoming 
spiritual community for people of all 
faiths and backgrounds. Children's 
program available. Ongoing groups and 
activities. Rev. Micah Murdock, min-
ister. 7567 Amador Valley Blvd., Suite 
108, Dublin. 10:00 am Sunday service. 
www.trivalleyunity.org. 925.829.2733

GraceWay Church will worship at 
10 a.m. Sundays at Alisal Elementary 
School, 1454 Santa Rita Rd. until new 
home is refurbished and updated. 
Services include band-led worship 
music, as well as choir anthems. 
Sunday School for infants, preschoolers 
and elementary through high school 
students. www.gracewayfaith or 846-
4436 for information.

WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit) 
for women of all ages and life stages. 
Meets Thursday mornings, 9:30 – 
11:30 am; through May 11, 2017. 
St. Charles Parish, Borromeo Hall, 
1315 Lomitas Avenue, Livermore. For 
WINGS speaker presentations and 
events: stcharleslivermore.org, click 
on “Upcoming Events” and “WINGS”. 
Questions: Donna Leach 925-443-6815 
or Phyllis Clearwater 925-337-4299 
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Milestones
At the annual meeting 

of the Livermore Valley 
Winegrowers Association 
(LVWA), members gath-
ered to recognize contribu-
tions and look back on the 
achievements of 2016, in-
cluding the receipt of a Cali-
fornia Department of Food 
and Agriculture grant that 
will fund specific marketing 
efforts.  Led by Executive 
Director Chris Chandler, the 
LVWA presented the follow-
ing member awards to recog-
nize exemplary partnership 
and support:

Winery Member of the 
Year: Wente Family Estates

Livermore Post 47 of The 
American Legion held its 
Oratorical Contest on Satur-
day, January 14th, 2017 at the 
Veterans Memorial Building 
in Livermore. Five students 
from the Tri-Valley com-
peted. The prepared oration 
had to be on some aspect of 
the United States Constitu-
tion, to include Amendments, 
giving emphasis to the duties 

Pictured (from left) are Bani Badhwar, Amy Malocsay, Samantha Kwan, Sfurti Gaudani 
and James Wilcox.

and obligations of a citizen. 
The assigned topic was the 
17th Amendment.

The winners of the con-
test were 1st Place, Sfurti 
Gaudani, Livermore High 
School, who received $100, 
2nd Place, Samantha Kwan, 
Livermore High School, 
who received $75, and 3rd 
Place, James Wilcox, Liver-

more High School, who 
received $50. Other contests 
were Bani Badhwar, Liver-
more High School and Amy 
Malocsay, Granada High 
School; both received $25.

The winner will next go 
to the District 10 (Alameda 
County) completion in San 
Leandro on January 28th, 
2017.

Grower Member of the 
Year: Ghielmetti Estate Vine-
yard

Affiliate Member of the 
Year: Visit Tri-Valley

The LVWA also installed 
its 2017-2018 Board of Di-
rectors. Amy Hoopes, presi-
dent of Wente Family Estates, 
will serve her second term as 
president of the board. Other 
board members include: 
Heather McGrail, McGrail 
Vineyards & Winery (Vice 
President); Debbie Cristiano, 
Page Mill Winery (Secre-
tary); Lisa Maier, Las Positas 
Vineyards (Treasurer); Kathy 
Liske el Sol Winery (AMAC 

Chair); Jennifer Fazio, The 
Steven Kent Winery (Past 
President); Debra Long, Lon-
gevity Wines; Gina Cardera, 
Garre’ Vineyard & Winery; 
Harry Galles, Galles Vine-
yard; John Kinney, Occasio 
Winery; John Concannon, 
Concannon Vineyard; Ian 
O’Leary, Spirited Packag-
ing; and Rhiannon Eddy, The 
Purple Orchid.

The LVWA is sponsored 
by Doin’ It Right Dealers, 
City of Livermore, City of 
Dublin, Visit Tri-Valley and 
Black Tie Transportation.

For more information, 
visit www.LVwine.org.

 

William Doerlich of Re-
alty ONE Group BMC As-
sociates in San Ramon has 
been installed as the 2017 
president of the Bay East As-
sociation of REALTORS® 
(Bay East). The inaugural 
event was held at the Casa 
Real Winery in Pleasanton on 
Jan. 14. As the chief elected 
officer, Doerlich’s focus for 
2017 will be promoting the 
Bay East core values: Com-
munication, Integrity, Vision, 
Innovation and Leadership.

Doerlich has served on the 
Bay East Executive, Leader-
ship Evaluation and Selec-
tion, and Multiple Listing 
Service committees. He was 
President of the Valley Real 
Estate Network and the Real 
Estate Marketing Associa-
tion in San Ramon. He also 
serves on the California As-
sociation of REALTORS® 
Board of Directors. He is a 
City of San Ramon Parks and 
Community Services Com-
missioner and President of 
the San Ramon Arts Founda-
tion. He serves on the City of 
Pleasanton Economic Vitali-
ty Committee. He was named 
the 2014 San Ramon Cham-
ber of Commerce Citizen of 

the Year and was one of the 
2015 Tri-Valley Hero award 
winners. Doerlich holds an 
undergraduate degree from 
Georgetown University, a 
Master’s in Business Admin-
istration from University of 
San Francisco and a Masters 
in Real Estate from REAL-
TOR® University. 

The new Board of Direc-
tors brings many years of 
experience in real estate and 
its members are exception-
ally well equipped to lead 
the REALTOR® community 
throughout the year.

The new Board of Direc-
tors, which represent more 
than 5,000 REALTORS® 
and Affiliates from through-
out the East Bay, are:

Officers: President Will 
Doerlich, Realty ONE Group 
BMC Associates, San Ra-
mon; President-Elect Tim 
Ambrose, Berkshire Hatha-
way Home Services, Castro 
Valley; Treasurer, Nancie Al-
len, MasterKey Real Estate 
Advantage, Fremont; Past 
President Kim Ott, Alain 
Pinel, REALTORS®, Pleas-
anton; and, Chief Executive 
Officer Tricia Thomas.

The 2017 Board of Direc-
tors, by District are: North 
County: Anne McKereghan, 
Alain Pinel, REALTORS®, 
Alameda; Central County: 
Bill Espinola, Parkview Re-
alty, Hayward; Tina Hand 
Intero Real Estate, Castro 
Valley; Liz Lucero, Coldwell 
Banker, Castro Valley; Tri-
City: Lu Jayo, Landmark In-
vestment Properties, Pebble 
Beach; Ron Lyster, REALTY 
EXPERTS, Fremont; Steve 
Medeiros, RE Realty Ex-
perts, Fremont; Jackie Pena, 
Legacy Real Estate & Asso-
ciates, Fremont; Tri-Valley: 
Barbara Clemons, Cold-
well Banker, Pleasanton; 
Leslie Faught, Alain Pinel 
REALTORS®, Pleasanton; 
Rhonda Fee, Aspire Re-
alty Services, Pleasanton; 
Ed Gomes, Pride Properties, 
Livermore; Karen Kohne, 
Venture Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty, Pleasanton; At-
Large: Sheila Cunha, Legacy 
Real Estate and Associates, 
Pleasanton; Sandi Gomes, 
Pride Properties, Livermore; 
and Affiliate Director: Erin 
Steele, Wells Fargo Home 
Mortgage, Pleasanton.

 

Azusa Pacific University 
students served with Mexico 
Outreach during the fall semes-
ter. The were: from Livermore: 
Gabrielle Cox, Casey Kim, 
Skylar Burt, Sabrina Downey; 
Pleasanton: Brooke Wolford; and 
Dublin: David Cantrell.

Mexico Outreach was found-
ed on the principle that young 
people of all ages can be effective 
in sharing the Gospel. APU sends 
17 student teams to Mexicali to 
serve in orphanages, women's 
shelters, prisons, schools, and 

churches. The Center for Stu-
dent Action at Azusa Pacific 
mobilizes and educates students 
toward responsible and trans-
formational service locally and 
globally through a collaborative 
network of offices and programs.

Pleasanton, resident Dan-
iela Martin graduated from 
Azusa Pacific University with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Business Management on Sat., 
December 17, 2016, and joined 
approximately 1,202 graduates 

at the winter commencement 
ceremonies.

Tatianna Mercurio of Pleas-
anton, a graduate of Foothill 
High School majoring in film 
studies, has been named to the 
Dean's List for the fall 2016 
semester at Baldwin Wallace 
University, according to Stephen 
D. Stahl, Provost. Students who 
receive at least a 3.6 GPA for 
seven or more graded hours in 
a single semester are named to 
the Dean's List.

EDUCATION
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