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See Inside Section A
Sec t ion  A i s  f i l l ed  wi th 
information about arts, people, 
entertainment and special events. 
There are education stories, a 
variety of features, and the arts  
a n d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  
bulletin board.  

PET OF THE WEEK
Hi-yo! Silver is a gorgeous two-year-old grey cat who 
loves to be held. No need to rein in your affection for 
this lonesome lady. Silver is on the lookout for a faithful 
friend. Find a way to adopt this trusty tabby from Valley 
Humane Society today! 3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton, 
Tuesday through Saturday from 10am – 4pm. For more 
information, visit valleyhumane.org or call (925) 426-8656. 
Photo - Valley Humane Society/A. Engelhardt

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Fountains at the intersection of First Street and Livermore Avenue 
are a big draw during hot weather. In the photo, kids play in the 
fountain at Flagpole Plaza.  For cooling locations, go to page 6. 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The Alameda County Fair launched this year's festivities with a cattle drive down Main Street. Cowboys wearing red, white and blue 
bandannas, along with cattle dogs, herded the cattle. A large group of onlookers were on hand to view the event. At one point, animal 
rights protestors blocked the street. However, they moved quickly when it became apparent the cattle would not stop. For more photos, 
go to page 6. Pleasanton Councilmember Kathy Narum got into the spirit of the occasion. 

By Jeff Garberson
The new director at Sandia’s 

Livermore site anticipates growth 
in its nuclear weapons program, 
while dealing with substantial 
uncertainties in other areas, like 
the intentions of the Trump Ad-
ministration, the slow speed of 
clearance investigations and the 
high cost of living in the Bay Area.

The new director is Dori Elli, 
a manager who once retired from 

The process to revoke charters 
for the Livermore Valley Charter 
School (LVCS) and Livermore 
Valley Charter Prep (LVCP) is 
moving ahead.

At its June 13 meeting, the 
Livermore Valley Joint Unified 
School District Board voted unani-
mously to complete the process to 
revoke the charters. Kate Runyon 
was absent. 

The district  oversees the 
schools, which are operated by 
the Tri-Valley Learning Corpora-
tion (TVLC).

The action to continue the 
revocation process came after 
the TVLC board voted on June 
13 to file for Chapter 7, which 
would result in closure of the two 
schools.  Previously the organiza-
tion had filed for bankruptcy under 
Chapter 11.  

The vote by TVLC on June 13 
did not surrender the two charters, 
leaving open the potential for 
TVLC to operate schools in the 
future.

In an interview, Livermore As-
sistant Superintendent Chris Van 
Schaack said  that surrendering 
the charters would end the schools. 
However, the district's legal team 
believes there remains the potential 
for TVLC to reopen a school with 
a charter intact. He added that once 

By Ron McNicoll
David Haglund was chosen as new Pleasanton school superintendent 

on a unanimous vote of the Pleasanton Unified School District Board. 
He will begin his job July 1.

Trustees announced the decision at their June 13 meeting after voting 
in closed session. Haglund currently serves as a deputy superintendent 
in the Santa Ana School District.

Rep. Eric Swalwell (CA-15) 
plans  a week of action to address 
student loan debt, a $1.3 tril-
lion crisis that affects millions of 
Americans and their families.

Over the course of the week, 
Swalwell will introduce legislation 
that helps student loan borrowers 
by simplifying the loan repayment 

The Dublin Unified School Dis-
trict Board voted  to raise developer 
fees by 5 percent, updating  the 
charges from last year.

Trustees  unanimously approved 
the  recommended changes at their 
meeting June 13.

Level III fees will rise from 
$21.32 per square foot of  residen-
tial single family space to  $22.41 

Pleasanton Welcomes New Superintendent
Trustees talked about what they saw in Haglund during his interview 

visit to Pleasanton, and what educators, parents, students and community 
members in the Santa Ana district told them when  they traveled there 
to learn more about his performance. 

Board president Joan Laursen said that Haglund is visionary,  inspir-
ing, and motivates community stakeholders.  He is also collaborative. 

(See PLEASANTON, page 10)

District 
Moves to 
Revoke 
Charters

(See CHARTERS, page 2)

Beyond Uncertainties, Sandia Sees
Growth in Weapons Program

Sandia but then returned to work.  
She spent 33 years at Sandia’s 
main branch in Albuquerque as 
well as two at Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory and one at the 
University of California’s Office of 
the President in Oakland. 

Ellis’s actual title is Associate 
Laboratory Director, a nod to the 
existence of an overall Sandia 
director, Steve Younger, whose 
office is at laboratory headquar-

ters in Albuquerque.  Younger is 
a physicist who once worked at 
both Lawrence Livermore and Los 
Alamos National Laboratories.

Ellis served  part of the senior 
management team specified by 
corporate partners Honeywell and 
Northrop Grumman in a winning 
bid to manage Sandia, which is the 
largest of the U.S. Department of 
Energy’s 17 national laboratories.

The new contractor is National 

Technology and Engineering So-
lutions of Sandia, or NTESS.  On 
May 1, after a three-month transi-
tion period, it took over from Lock-
heed Martin, which had managed 
for the precding 24 years.

To Ellis, the dominant charac-
teristics of the lab she now leads 
are technical strength and a tradi-
tion of teamwork. 

The culture is “very collabora-
(See SANDIA, page 2)

Dublin Schools Raise Developer Fees
per square foot. Level II fees rose 
from $10.66 to $11.20.

Level  III fees are intended to 
pay for the entire cost of mitiga-
tion of new development. Level II 
would pay for 50 percent. Subdi-
vision maps that already have city 
approval have already paid their 
mitigation, and are not subject to 
the new fees.

The district had been on Level 
II status. However, after state bond 
money nearly ran out, and districts  
who had applied for waiting for 
assistance totaling $2 billion, the 
State Allocations Board granted 
clearance to Dublin to switch to 
Level III fees. The new policy 

(See DUBLIN, page 2)

Swalwell to Tackle Aim at Student Loan Debt
process, expanding loan forgive-
ness programs for public servants, 
and enhancing tax deduction eligi-
bility for borrowers nationwide.

Swallwell commented, “Every 
year, students across the nation 
graduate from college eager to 
enter the workforce and continue 
their journey toward the American 

dream, but within months they 
face sticker shock – a debilitating 
student loan payment. The cost of 
student debt is preventing young 
people from making major life 
decisions, like buying a home, 
starting a business, or starting a 
family, and it is weighing down 

(See SWALWELL, page 10)

Steering Committee Comes 
Up with Development Options

(See COMMITTEE, page 10)

The Livermore Downtown 
Steering Committee will continue 
to refine development options for 
the 8-acres belonging to the city in 
the heart of downtown at its June 
22 meeting.

The meeting begins at 6:30 p.m. 
in the city council chambers on 

Pacific Avenue.
In addition, the committee will 

discuss outreach options to engage 
the greatest number of members of 
the public in creating a preferred 
option. The main charge of the 
committee has been to devise a 
public outreach approach that can 

be implemented this fall when the 
public will be presented with four 
development options to consider. 

At its June 15 session, the com-
mittee prepared seven options, 
three with a hotel on the eastside of 
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John 
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REALTOR

(925) 640-7474 
Cal BRE #00959167

Accord

OPEN HOUSE
Sat 6/24 &  

Sun 6/25, 1-4pm

Stunning Estate  
Near Downtown  

Livermore
2220 Chardonnay Way
• 5,263 Sq. Ft. Custom Home
• Gourmet Kitchen
• 5 Bedrooms / 6.5 Baths 
• 21,286 Sq. Ft. Lot 
• Detached Garage & Side Yard Access
• Potential In-Law Unit (Up to 1,356 Sq. Ft.)

OFFERED  
AT $1,898,500

29 years in 
real estate 

recognized
respected

recommended

®

R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

SENIORS REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST ®

homes@madelinewalker.com
800-319-8991

REALTOR®, Lic. #00979099Call 1-888-686-4483  
or visit

TriValleyConservancy.org

DonaTe  
Your  

VehiCle To  
Tri-ValleY 

ConserVanCY
Help Preserve 

Land for Future 
Generations

Donate cars, trucks, 
boats, tractors  

and RV’s. Running 
or not. Tax 
Deductible.

Linda Futral
Broker/Realtor
925.980.3561

linda@lindafutral.com
www.lindafutral.com

License #01257605
4 BD/3 BA, ~1854 sqft, 3 car 

garage. Tucked on one of the best 
quiet, quaint downtown streets.

Hurry, it will not last!

OPEN SAT AND SUN 1- 4PM
South Livermore Downtown, Move In Ready

858 South K Street

Dor i  E l l is , Associate 
L a b o r a t o r y  D i r e c t o r, 
Sandia California

Chapter 7 proceedings were 
completed, TVLC would no 
longer exist. The challenge 
to the district is that it must 
meet a July 1 deadline, or 
start the process over again. 

The School Board held 
a public hearing on revok-
ing the charters on June 20, 
2017, after The Indepen-
dent's deadline. The final 
vote on whether or not to 
revoke the LVCP and LVCS 
charters is scheduled for 
June 27, 2017.

Van Schaack noted that as 
the oversight agency, the dis-
trict is charged with holding 
the petitioners responsible 
for promises made to the 
community. "The district has 
reached this point because it 
has exhausted all other op-
tions available to us." 

He stated that TVLC's 
actions led to the ultimate 
betrayal of a school’s obliga-
tions to its students and their 
families, including LVCP’s 
loss of Western Association 
of Schools and Colleges ac-
creditation, improper grade 
changes, and misuse of stu-
dent activity funds. In addi-
tion, LVCS and LVCS failed 
to submit their audit reports 
for the last two years.

Two parents, who had 
attended the TVLC meet-
ing,  spoke at the Livermore 
School District hearing on 
June 13. One told the board, 
"It's time for this to happen. 

We need to make sure the 
door is shut on this orga-
nization." Another stated, 
"We were sold on the idea 
that they were providing a 
private education in a public 
setting. The draft resolution 
approved by TVLC does not 
mention surrendering the 
charter. It is in the district's 
best interest to revoke the 
charters and close the loop."

The oversight fee that the 
district receives is plus or 
minus $100,000 a year. Van 
Schaack said the value of the 
time and money spent on the 
issue is in excess of that.

SAFE HAVEN
"If the world can separate 

the KKK from Christianity, 
why is it so hard to sepa-
rate Isis from Islam," was 
the question asked by a 
young Muslim woman at 
last week's school board 
meeting. "Islam is portrayed 
as a religion of hate. It's not. 
It promotes unity and peace 
and promotes it everyday."

The Granada High School 
graduate spoke of incidences 
that occurred while she was 
attending school, including 
being called a terrorist and 
having profanities shouted 
at her. "Hate drives young 
children to make rash deci-
sions that impact us all." 

Other speakers continued 
to urge the school district to 
adopt a resolution declaring 
the school district a Safe 

Haven. 
President Craig Bueno 

said after the comments 
that he had met with the 
speakers. "We are working 
towards a solution on com-
mon grounds." He asked 
staff to set up another meet-
ing. He said that what had 
been discussed at the first 
meeting had not happened.

Van Schaack, who at-
tended the meeting, said 
that the desire on the part 
of those  supporting a safe 
haven designation is for the 
board to make an official 
proclamation with a vote 
of some sort, even if it is 
consistent with what the 
district already has been 
doing. A draft proclamation 
was provided at the first 
meeting, which we felt was 
too politically charged. The 
discussion will continue at a 
second meeting. 

CHARTERS
(continued from page one)

The Tri-Valley Learn-
ing Corporation (TVLC)  
has voted to close its two 
Livermore charter schools, 
and convert its Chapter 11 
bankruptcy to Chapter 7.

The three-member board 
announced the unanimous 
vote on the actions at a spe-
cial meeting June 13 after 
meeting in a closed session.

Although the board voted 
to close the schools, it did 
not vote to surrender its 
charters for the schools. The  
Livermore Valley Joint Uni-
fied School District, which 
oversees the schools, is in 

TVLC Votes to Go Out of Business
the process of  revoking the 
charters.  

By changing the form of 
bankruptcy proceedings, the 
shift has been made from 
a Chapter 11 reorganiza-
tion bankruptcy, in which 
an entity can stay in busi-
ness while resolving debts 
against it, and moving  to a 
liquidation bankruptcy, in 
which the entity goes out of 
business.

TVLC CEO Lynn Lysko 
was unavailable for com-
ment about the June 13 
meeting.

Livermore School Dis-
trict Assistant  Superinten-

dent Chris Van Schaack said 
that the Chapter 7 bank-
ruptcy puts all property of 
TVLC into the bankruptcy 
process. Some of the TVLC  
furniture and lab equipment 
were provided by the school 
district, which still owns 
it, said Van Schaack. The 
district's property would not 
be part of the bankruptcy 
proceedings.

As  for  the transfer of  
students from the Liver-
more charter schools, Van 
Schaack  stated, "We believe 
that most of the students 
who are intending to transfer 
into Districts schools have 

already done so. We think 
we will need to hire an ad-
ditional 4 or 5 teachers to 
handle the influx. So far, the 
enrollments have been pretty 
evenly divided among our 
schools.”

Many of the LVCS stu-
dents  had been transferred 
to the former Portola School 
site. It is expected to have a 
STEAM (science, technol-
ogy, engineering, art and 
math)  focus, and  remain 
an open enrollment school. 
There are no plans to turn it 
into a neighborhood school.

tive,” she said in an inter-
view.  “There’s a sense of 
shared fate here; there’s a 
sense that multidisciplinary 
work is just the norm.”

The term “multidisci-
plinary” is used by many na-
tional laboratories, including 
Lawrence Livermore across 
the street from Sandia. 

Some historians believe 
that it was the range of 
research made possible by 
Ernest Lawrence’s cyclotron 
at Berkeley in the 1930s that 
first brought scientists from 
different disciplines together 
to work on problems in 
physics, chemistry, biology 
and other fields.

Sandia is particularly 
strong in that kind of in-
terdisciplinary effort, Ellis 
said. Nearly half of Sandia’s 
budget supports research for 
federal agencies other than 
the Department of Energy 
or its National Nuclear Se-
curity Administration. 

Agencies like the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, 
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, NASA and the 
Defense Department, which 
have varying missions and 
require a wide range of 
technical skills contract with 
Sandia.

“The fact that we have 
$1 billion in other federal 
agency work drives a lot 
of breadth in the system,” 
she said.

The range of Sandia’s 

work is also indicated by the 
many sites where its techni-
cal work is done, often in 
collaboration with research 
groups working locally. 

For one example, Sandia 
manages an atmospheric re-
search facility on the North 
Slope of Alaska.  For an-
other, it contributes to wind 
energy research in Lub-
bock, Tex., at Texas Tech 
University’s National Wind 
Institute Research Center. 

Sandia serves as the geo-
technical advisor for the 
strategic petroleum reserve 
in Louisiana; its modeling 
efforts help the city of New 
Orleans predict electrical 
grid performance. Sandia 
works as science advisor to 
the Department of Energy 
for the Waste Isolation Pilot 
Plant in southeastern New 
Mexico.

Ellis believes that this 
kind of technical and project 
diversity buffers Sandia at 
least somewhat against the 
budget uncertainties that 
face federally funded facili-
ties all over the U.S.  

“This administration 
seems very different than 
the previous one in terms of 
focus,” she said. “Until we 
see who the political appoin-
tees are and until Congress 
has a chance to speak up 
about the budget, it will be 
pretty murky  knowing what 
to expect.”

She anticipates a Con-

gressional continuing reso-
lution in the fall to support 
work at current levels after 
September 30.

While Sandia faces many 
of the uncertainties as others 
do, support for the nuclear 
weapons program in general 
and a life extension program 
for an aging cruise missile 
warhead in particular will 
bring budget and staff in-
creases, she said.

The warhead is the W80-
4, a modification of the 
W80-1 that was deployed 
with the first air-launched 
cruise missiles in 1982.  Just 
now ramping up, the W80-
4 effort will be centered in 
Livermore as a joint effort 
of Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory and 
Sandia.

According to the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Ad-
ministration, the W80-4 
“will yield no operational 
capability not already found 
in the nuclear stockpile.”

It will incorporate mod-
ern components and safety 
features and be engineered 
for use with a new cruise 
missile – the long-range 
standoff (LRSO) -- to be 
carried by the B-52, B-2 and 
B-21 aircraft.

Work demands over the 
next several years will mean 
staff increases for the Sandia 
weapons program, but some 
of those increases may take 
place in Albuquerque be-
cause of office space limita-
tions in Livermore and the 
very high cost of living in 
the Bay Area, Ellis said.

“Bringing in people from 
outside of California in the 
housing market is really 
tough.” 

Another factor for San-
dia’s California site is the 
vitality of the Bay Area labor 
market, she said.

“Here, you can change 
your job without changing 
your ZIP Code or your chil-
dren’s school” because there 
are so many employment 
opportunities. 

As a result, Sandia-Liver-
more has a higher attri-
tion rate than the main site 
in New Mexico. “We are 
constantly hiring, not just 
technical staff but across 

the spectrum… Our security 
force, our facilities people, 
the full set of workforce job 
categories are harder to fill 
here.”

Sandia’s California site 
has about 1,500 workers 
today, including about 200 
summer students who just 
arrived.Asked what kind of 
commitment the new con-
tractor can make to main-
taining benefits for active 
and retired staff, she said 
that no changes are planned 
through the end of this year, 
but the issue is not entirely 
in the hands of Sandia.

Past studies have shown 
that the lab's benefits are “at 
about the right level” for its 

work environment, but she 
is not able to say what future 
benefits studies may show 
or what decisions might be 
made in Washington.

On a personal basis, she 
is enthusiastic about living 
locally, as she has for the 
past four years including her 
time as a senior executive 
at Lawrence Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory and then at 
the University of California 
Office of the President.

“I want to reiterate our 
commitment to the com-
munity,” she said. “Sandia 
California is a citizen of the 
community. We would like 
to be engaged in the activi-
ties and in the lifestyle and 
culture.”

SANDIA
(continued from page one)

started  in November.
The district also was suc-

cessful in passing a local  
bond  for $283 million in 
November,  a second and 
final qualifier needed to  en-
able Dublin to charge Level  
III fees.

A law firm representing 
unnamed developers sent 
objections to a report the 
district’s consultant prepared 
with data that shows how 
much future  need there 
will be to provide schools 
for new students. The letter 
came to the district at 1:15 
p.m. on the meeting day 
from a Palo Alto attorney. 

The letter disputed vari-
ous points in the consultant’s 

2017 report that was used to 
justify the new charges. The 
district’s consultant, Doug 
Floyd, read the letter from 
his cell phone. The board 
included Floyd’s  comments 
as part of the record.

One point raised by the 
law firm concerned land 
acquisition costs projected 
for the district. Since the 
district will lease the Cot-
tonwood Creek Elementary 
School from  the city, a K-8 
school  land acquisition 
should not be included in the 
report.  However, the district 
is working on another K-8 
site acquisition, which Floyd 
said was used to demonstrate 
the cost of acquiring land.

DUBLIN
(continued from page one)
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NEW BIKE 
SHOP  

IN TOWN
Ask About Our Group Rides

WE SERVICE  
ALL BRANDS

FREE Bike Pick Up & Delivery in the Tri-Valley, 
when you service your bike or purchase a new one!

FREE 
BICYCLE SAFETY 

INSPECTION
1601-B Railroad Ave, Livermore

925.583.5454
My Buddy’s Bike Shop

Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

LIVERMORE $1,299,000
2491 Ancona Circle   Saturday 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
PRISTINE S. LIVERMORE HOME
4 BR 4.5 BA On premium lot! Each bdrm has priv bth. Gourmet kitch, wood 
flrs. 4 car garage! 
Kathleen Waelde, CalBRE #00885285 925.847.2305

LIVERMORE $1,098,000
4381 Guilford Ave.   
EXCEPTIONAL HOME IN LIVERMORE!
4 BR 2.5 BA Charming home with character/comfort,formal living & 
dining,gorgeous kitchen, amazing lot! 
Mary Anne Rozsa, CalBRE #00783003 925.847.2776

LIVERMORE $850,000
3368 Gardella Plaza   
COMING SOON - GREAT OPPORTUNITY
3 BR 2 BA Lot approved to be subdivided by City of Livermore. Large lot 
with a single family home. 
Sean Leggat, CalBRE #01280186 925.847.2216

LIVERMORE $829,000
586 Selby Lane   
HIGHLY UPGRD AND NEARLY NEW HOME!
3 BR 2 BA Live the good life at Resort-style Pool, Clubhouse, Fitness 
center at Montage! 
Kathleen Waelde, CalBRE #00885285 925.847.2305

LIVERMORE $775,000
2725 Patcham Common   
BEAUTIFUL HOME IN LIVERMORE!
3 BR 3.5 BA Den w/attch full bthrm w/acs to bk patio.Hm ftrs brkfst ba,KIT 
isld,SS appl,wood floors. 
Ashley Carrillo, CalBRE #01900059 925.984.0079

LIVERMORE $768,000
1810 Paseo Laguna Seco   
RARE FIND IN LIVERMORE!!
2 BR 2 BA Almost 1/2 acre on a hill w/views,nr dwntwn,priv drive leads to 
peaceful country property! 
Nancy Terpening, CalBRE #00380392 925.570.4003

LIVERMORE $689,000
2878 Fourth St   
AMAZING DOWNTOWN LIVING AT PALASAGE
3 BR 2.5 BA Minutes from main street shopping, entertainment and 
community functions. 
Barry Moon, CalBRE #01454405 925.847.2200
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6 BR 8 full BA + 2 half Extraordinary turreted chateau. Fabulous gourmet 
kitchen. Amazing custom finishes.
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AMAZING ESTATE                                                                                   $8,700,000
6 BR 8 full BA + 2 half Extraordinary turreted chateau. Fabulous gourmet 
kitchen. Amazing custom finishes.
SUZY SALES    CalBRE #1234567                                                              925.324.4456

AMAZING ESTATE                                                                                   $8,700,000
6 BR 8 full BA + 2 half Extraordinary turreted chateau. Fabulous gourmet 
kitchen. Amazing custom finishes.
SUZY SALES    CalBRE #1234567                                                              925.324.4456

AMAZING ESTATE                                                                                   $8,700,000
6 BR 8 full BA + 2 half Extraordinary turreted chateau. Fabulous gourmet 
kitchen. Amazing custom finishes.
SUZY SALES    CalBRE #1234567                                                              925.324.4456

AMAZING ESTATE                                                                                   $8,700,000
6 BR 8 full BA + 2 half Extraordinary turreted chateau. Fabulous gourmet 
kitchen. Amazing custom finishes.
SUZY SALES    CalBRE #1234567                                                              925.324.4456

AMAZING ESTATE                                                                                   $8,700,000
6 BR 8 full BA + 2 half Extraordinary turreted chateau. Fabulous gourmet 
kitchen. Amazing custom finishes.
SUZY SALES    CalBRE #1234567                                                              925.324.4456

AMAZING ESTATE                                                                                   $8,700,000
6 BR 8 full BA + 2 half Extraordinary turreted chateau. Fabulous gourmet 
kitchen. Amazing custom finishes.
SUZY SALES    CalBRE #1234567                                                              925.324.4456

AGENT OF THE WEEK

Carolyn Banker
REALTOR®

925.123.4567
CalBRE #12345767

As ac rebatus con diemus pubis.
Huceruntemum in Itam die forte 

publissum horio, nequite, similiconiu 
manum mandam nocutuus senatimis 

husces An tem sil hocut potius sena, fui 
ponclum tam pervis egiliam ret consupi 

orurem dis, que mum.

Coldwell Banker is proud to have represented the 
Livermore community for more than X years.

Coldwell Banker is proud to have represented the 
Livermore Community for years.

This is where flags are hung, fireworks are viewed 
and celebrations unfold. Wishing you and yours a 
safe, fun and memorable Fourth of July.

Coldwell Banker. Where home begins.

#ThisIsHome

THIS IS HOME

VALLeY ROUndUP
Dublin Boulevard Widening

The City of Dublin has begun work to widen a stretch 
of Dublin Boulevard from Dublin Court to Sierra Court 
from two lanes to three. Work will be done during the 
nighttime hours, from 8:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m., to minimize 
traffic impacts.

There will be three phases of construction:
Phase 1A - Dublin San Ramon Services District 

(DSRSD) will relocate a sewer lift station situated near 
Murco Plaza. (July 2017 - September 2017)

Phase 1B - The City will work with PG&E to relocate 
utilities underground. (mid-June 2017 - November 2017)

Phase 2 - Work on widening of Dublin Boulevard will 
include expanding the road from two to three lanes of 
traffic; construction of Class 2 bike lanes and upgrading 
traffic signals for bicyclist detection; asphalt surfacing; 
streetscape improvements; and installation of new median 
islands, curb and gutters, landscaping, and driveway and 
sidewalk for better accessibility. (November 2017 - Janu-
ary 2019)

There is one short period of work (less than two weeks) 
where westbound traffic may be detoured onto eastbound 
lanes; however, no closures of Dublin Boulevard are 
expected.

Swalwell Statement
Rep. Eric Swalwell (CA-15) issued a statement after 

several people were shot Wednesday morning in Alex-
andria, VA, at a practice session for this week’s charity 
Congressional baseball game:

“I pray for the recovery of my GOP colleagues, staff, 
and U.S. Capitol Police officers who were shot at their 
baseball practice this morning. This charity game has 
always been a refuge from the tense battles inside the 
Capitol. To see players, staff, and officers who protect us 
under attack is sickening. Thank God for the brave Capitol 
Police officers who responded.”

 Swalwell plays in the annual charity game for the 
Democratic side. The Democrats practice at a different 
facility. 

Grant for Health Programs
Alameda County Health Care Services Agency (HCSA) 

has been awarded a $6 million grant by the California 
Board of State and Community Corrections to fund 
rehabilitative programs over the course of three years. 

Alameda County’s proposal was ranked second out of 58 
applications in a statewide competition for Proposition 47 
funding. Passed in 2014, Proposition 47 reclassified certain 
low-level crimes from felonies to misdemeanors, mandating 
that the resulting state savings be directed toward mental 
health, substance use, and other community-based programs 
to prevent recidivism.

Alameda County’s Proposition 47 Project targets the 
needs of adults who have been arrested, charged with, 
or convicted of a criminal offense and have a history of 
severe to moderate mental health issues and/or substance 
use disorders. The Proposition 47 programs will be a key 
component of the reentry system of care that the County’s 
Community Corrections Partnership is building to better 
address the challenges facing residents returning to the 
County from jail and prison.

Of the Proposition 47 award, 70% will be dedicated to 
community-based organizations.

Tour DSRSD Treatment Plant
Dublin San Ramon Services District invites the public 

to see essential community infrastructure in action at a 
free tour of its regional wastewater treatment facility on 
Wednesday, July 12, at 9:30 a.m. The tour lasts 60 to 90 
minutes and is open to adults, teens, and children ages 10 
and up. The facility is located at 7399 Johnson Drive in 
Pleasanton. Reservations are required: visit www.dsrsd.
com/tour or call 925-846-4565. 

Dublin, Pleasanton, and southern San Ramon produce 10 
million gallons of wastewater a day that DSRSD processes 
efficiently and safely to protect public health. Visitors will 
learn how DSRSD recovers resources from wastewater, 
including recycled water for irrigation and construction 
and methane for generating electricity. 

The tour also highlights career opportunities in the water 
industry.

County Announces Hiring
After conducting a nationwide search, the Alameda 

County Board of Supervisors announced the appointment 
of Joseph Angelo to the Human Resource Services Director 
position effective July 3, 2017. He replaces Interim Director 

Kathy Mount who last month announced her resignation 
effective June 30, 2017 to accept a position at the Alameda 
County Employees Retirement Association (ACERA).

Angelo has served as the Human Resources Director for 
the City of San Jose since 2014 and formerly for the City 
of San Antonio, Texas from 2012 to 2014.

While at the City of San Jose, he was responsible for 
a full suite of HR services, including benefits, wellness, 
compensation, recruitment, civil service, worker’s com-
pensation, safety, employee health services, training, and 
performance management for a workforce of approximately 
7,000 employees.

Correction
The ValleyCare Charitable Foundation ran an ad on 

June 8th, which neglected to include Beckman Investment 
Securities among the donors. The Foundation very much 
appreciates their support.

Author Bianca Marais 
will be the guest at a Read 
It & Eat event on July 17 
at Towne Center Books in 
Pleasanton. Social time be-
gins at 11:30 a.m. followed 
by the program and lunch 
at noon. The focus will be 
her debut novel Hum If You 
Don’t Know the Words. 

Marais transports readers 
to 1970s South Africa, when 
apartheid still ruled. Inter-
woven chapters follow the 
story of ten-year-old Robin, 
coming of age after her par-
ents are found dead, and 
of Beauty, a Xhosa woman 
actively searching for her 
daughter, who goes missing 
after a Soweto uprising.

Marais is originally from 
South Africa, and moved to 
Toronto in 2012. She started 
work on Hum If You Don’t 
Know the Words while do-
ing her Creative Writing 
Certificate through the Uni-
versity of Toronto’s School 
of Continuing Studies. She 
currently lives in Toronto 
with her husband. 

Reservations are required 
for this event, $35 for lunch 
and book, $15 for lunch 
only. Towne Center Books is 
located at 555 Main Street. 
Reservations can be com-
pleted by calling 846-8826 
or emailing townecenter-
books@sbcglobal.net.

 

Read It and Eat Features Author
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MAILBOX
(Opinions voiced in let-

ters published in Mailbox are 
those of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the opin-
ion of The Independent. The 
Independent will not pub-
lish anonymous letters. All 
letters are required to have 
the names of the persons 
submitting them. Abusive 
letters may be rejected or 
edited. Frequent letter writ-
ers may have publication of 
their letters delayed. Letters 
should be sent by email to 
editmail@compuserve.com)

Who's Running the 
Show?
Glenn Stewart
Livermore

In last week’s Indepen-
dent Mailbox, Elizabeth 
Judge said…“There is such 
pressure to locate a boutique 
hotel next to the Bankhead 
that it has become a party 
line. City staff actually had 
to correct the paid facilitator 
who implied that location, 
with no onsite parking just 
valet, was a done deal. These 
lobbyists are in such a big 
hurry to get their way that 
Councilmember Woerner 
was all too willing to attempt 
to separate the hotel from the 
total plan just to expedite 
their wishes.”

Susan Steinberg wrote…
”It would be a serious error 
for the City council to rush 
into a separate premature 
plan for a downtown ho-
tel before consideration of 
the entire parcel is decided. 
Commercial interests and 
Councilman Woerner seem 
intent on pushing for a quick 
decision on this one element 
of the plan, when the sense 
of public comment through 
last summer’s long meetings 
was to plan the whole layout, 
not just one item. Place-
ment of the hotel next to the 

Bankhead was faulted as 
”crowded together” and “un-
balanced” with “increased 
traffic congestion."” 

Why is Livermore ap-
proaching this major down-
town development piece 
meal?

There is no master plan 
as voiced by Don and Linda 
Milanese in their Mailbox 
letter… “We need to plan 
our downtown development 
with a clear vision—an orga-
nized master plan that takes 
into account how all its ele-
ments relate and coordinate. 
We need to also include 
how the 8-acre development 
interacts with the adjacent 
parts of downtown. We need 
to make sure the downtown 
reflects the community’s 
vision rather than the devel-
oper’s vision.”

In  Alan  Burnham’s 
Mailbox letter, he stated…
”Proceeding with the ho-
tel without an overall plan 
sounds reasonable until one 
considers that it may lock 
in a non-optimal east side 
location without fair consid-
eration of all options.”

Last summer at the two 
community meetings, the 
overwhelming concerns 
were increased traffic, the 
lack of parking and no resi-
dential high-rise condos on 
the downtown development 
site. Yet at both the city 
council and steering com-
mittee meetings, there’s a 
push for building a hotel 
soon.

There have been no dis-
cussions on traffic impact 
with a downtown hotel and 
no discussions on how many 
parking spaces are need-
ed. The City Council was 
presented with six parking 
garage options in April by 
Watry-Buehler Collabora-
tive who built Livermore’s 
present parking structure. 
The City Council asked 

for additional study of two 
conventional parking garage 
options with 380 and 400 ve-
hicles respectively to be con-
structed at North I Street… 
presumably to accommodate 
Presidio’s request for hotel 
parking spaces.

Building a second 400 
vehicle garage is not big 
enough to accommodate 
the 630 parking spaces on 
the development sites and to 
accommodate Presidio’s re-
quest. A solution is a robotic 
parking garage that’s cheap-
er to build per parking space 
than a conventional parking 
structure. Yet, no discussion 
about future parking needs 
and how Livermore will ad-
dress the traffic and parking 
concerns.

Presidio stated it wasn’t 
feasible for the hotel to have 
its own under-the-hotel-
parking. They’re telling 
Livermore that they need 
195 parking places in our 
parking garages with valet 
parking in order to build an 
East side of Livermore Ave 
hotel… What? All down-
town hotels today provide 
their own parking spaces.

Who is the target mar-
ket for a downtown hotel? 
We’ve heard from the local 
wineries that people visit-
ing Livermore’s vineyards 
would stay at an upscale 
boutique hotel. Most likely 
these hotel guests would 
be coming on a tour bus. 
We haven’t heard Presidio 
say how an eastside hotel 
would accommodate buses 
and how tour buses would 
navigate Livermore Ave.

Last year, Dr William 
Dunlop at the Lab wrote a 
letter saying that a percent-
age of their conferences, 
training classes and semi-
nars are offsite and having a 
conference area downtown 
would provide a demand for 
hotel guest rooms.

Presidio again stated that 
having a hotel conference 
area was not feasible within 
the hotel structure. They also 
said it was not feasible at this 
time to construct a hotel on 
the Westside of Livermore 
Ave, as they haven’t been 
told how the larger site will 
be developed.

Presidio might be a great 
hotel developer, but I feel 
that Livermore has failed to 
provide them with a master 
project plan that shows how 

the downtown sites will be 
developed. We can’t have 
Presidio presenting Liver-
more with plans that don’t 
address traffic congestion 
and parking spaces.

An eastside hotel is 
counting on valet parking 
shuttling between a parking 
garage and the hotel creat-
ing traffic congestion. An 
eastside location would have 
delivery trucks backing into 
the hotel receiving area from 
Railroad Ave… more traf-
fic congestion. An eastside 
location will not accommo-
date wine tour buses. A 4 or 
5 story eastside hotel will 
dominate the intersection 
of Railroad and Livermore 
Ave. How does a big mono-
lithic hotel fit into the charm 
and character of downtown 
Livermore?

I assume it’s our Com-
munity Development De-
partment that is the “project 
manager” for downtown 
development. Yet, I don’t 
see their involvement. I see 
a City Council asking for 
various studies and select-
ing building developers and 
consultants way in advance 
of knowing what the master 
plan is.

If Livermore were to say 
to Presidio, “build the hotel 
on the eastside of Livermore 
Ave” (SpeeDee Oil Change 
site)… What exactly will be 
built on the westside site… 
high-rise condo buildings 
and another large parking 
structure? This is totally not 
what the community voiced 
last summer.

Nuclear Weapons
Jo Ann Frisch 
Livermore

Trump’s budget for 2018 
contains an extra billion 
dollars over the current year 
for nuclear weapons activi-
ties, even as it cuts climate 
science and weatherization 
assistance for poor families. 

This increase includes 
developing a new warhead 
for an ill-advised “Long-
Range Stand Off” weapon 
- able to launch a sneak 
nuclear attack from thou-
sands of miles away. 

Senator Dianne Feinstein 
noted, “LRSO is a new 
weapon that by the Penta-
gon’s own admission would 
have a role ‘beyond deter-
rence’. Congress shouldn’t 

fund dangerous new nuclear 
weapons designed to fight 
unwinnable nuclear wars.” 

Feinstein and 9 Senate 
colleagues introduced S.574, 
The Nuclear Cruise Missile 
Reconsideration Act, to limit 
LRSO warhead funding in 
the coming year to its pres-
ent level of $220 million. 
Trump’s budget would boost 
funds to $399 million. 

I call on Senator Kamala 
Harris to co-sponsor S.574. 

I further call on the 
Trump administration and 
Congress to cancel LRSO 
and save taxpayers $30 bil-
lion. Overall the warhead 
will cost $10 billion, with 
another $20 billion for the 
cruise missile to deliver it. 

For more information: 
trivalleycares.org 

Livermore Art Show
Kathleen Hill
Livermore

I was asked to demon-
strate my art at the Spring 
Show at the Barn last week-
end. It was a very nice show 
with interesting art and very 
well organized. Everything I 
observed from receiving, to 
the nice reception, to close 
went very well. However, in 
the process of participating, I 
also observed that there were 
a handful of people doing 
almost everything. Even at 
close, with all of the panels, 
tables, chairs, food in the 
kitchen, left over paintings 
that others couldn’t pick up 
that had to be transported, 
it was the same few people 
doing it all. Including myself 
in this, many of us that have 
been in LAA for decades and 
are not getting any younger.

It leaves me to wonder 
what will happen to our art 
community? I remember 
back to the time of the "A 
Crew" who put on several 
shows a year, handled things 
logistically, everything done 
was in the spirit of commu-
nity and they had fun doing 
it! Now it seems hard to get 
any enthusiasm built to carry 
on these endeavors. I under-
stand that people are work-
ing and have many responsi-
bilities to take up their time, 
but except for social media, 
we had the same 20 years 
ago and still found time to 

support our organizations 
of choice. If the adults now 
are uninterested, that is their 
decision. However, as the 
grandmother of 5 grandchil-
dren who very much enjoy 
the arts in different forms, I 
find it sad that these opportu-
nities may totally disappear 
for the up and coming artists. 
I had the opportunity to talk 
to many people of the pub-
lic, especially the children, 
who were interested in the 
art and enjoyed  knowing 
how it was done and the 
inspiration of why. This is 
written in a spirit of thought-
ful conversation that will 
hopefully give some of the 
newer, younger members of 
LAA pause to consider our 
community and our young 
people and get involved.

I also hope that for those 
of the general public who 
might read this and have an 
interest in the visual arts, 
look into finding out more 
about the Livermore Art 
Association and what it of-
fers. If not art, find out about 
contributing to organizations 
that might be of interest to 
you. Your children will be 
the beneficiaries of a richer 
life and you just may find 
that you are as well!

Incident
Mary McMahon
Livermore

Your excellent articles 
about the homeless brought 
back an incident earlier this 
year.

The lobby of the Liver-
more post office was filling 
up with passport customers. 
Ducking in to mail our daily 
letters to the grandchildren I 
noticed an elderly gentleman 
wrapped in a blanket and 
sitting in a wheelchair next 
to the mail slots.

On second thought, I 
went back in and put some 
bills on his lap. He looked 
at them and then shouted. "I 
don't want your money. I am 
not homeless. My son is over 
there mailing a package." 
He handed them back and 
whispered,"Thank you. You 
are good."

Being nearly six feet tall 
makes it very difficult to 
vanish into thin air.

(More MAILBOX, page 9)

Student Loan Debt
Congressman Eric Swalwell announced 

that he plans to introduce legislation that helps 
student loan borrowers by simplifying the loan 
repayment process, expanding loan forgiveness 
programs for public servants, and enhancing tax 
deduction eligibility for borrowers nationwide.

Swalwell and others have  met with thousands 
of millennials across the nation on the issues 
most important to them. Student loan debt con-
sistently ranked high among the concerns. 

The level of debt impacts the lives of students, 
as well as the economy. Debt lessens the abil-
ity to make larger purchases, such as a car. It 
has affected the ability to put savings aside for 
emergencies or for retirement.  Buying  a home 
or starting a family can be delayed 

Recent college graduates who borrow are 
leaving school with an average of $34,000 in 
student loans. That's up from $20,000 just 10 
years ago, according to a new analysis released 
by the Federal Reserve Bank of New York  in 
April 2017.

The ultimate goal is to lower student loan 
payments to a manageable level. We support 
Swalwell's efforts to do just that.

 

Alameda County Admin-
istrator Susan S. Muranishi 
has proposed a $3.1 billion 
County Budget for FY 2017-
18 that is balanced and would 
close a $108.5 million fund-
ing gap without significant 
service reductions or staff 
layoffs. 

Muranishi said the pro-
posed spending plan includes 
funding increases to commu-
nity service providers, allows 
the County to continue build-
ing its financial reserves, ex-
pands resources to maintain 
aging infrastructure, and 
supports a workforce of more 
than 9,600 employees.

The budget gap includes 
$40 million in new costs 
passed on by the State as 
part of Governor Brown’s 
plan to end a State-county 
cost-sharing setup to fund 
mandated In-Home Sup-
portive Services (IHSS). 
The services provide home 
health care for the elderly 
and disabled. Under the State 
Budget package approved by 
California legislators on June 
15, that portion of Alameda 
County’s budget gap will be 

Alameda Budget Closes Funding Gap
closed with State General 
Fund revenue to be provided 
in the coming year as well as 
accelerated payment of 1991 
realignment growth funds to 
counties to offset the initial 
shock of the IHHS cost shift.  

Even with the IHSS cost 
relief provided for the com-
ing year, Alameda County’s 
funding gap is still signifi-
cant at a time when an on-
going economic recovery 
continues to boost local 
revenues. County officials 
said the challenge of keeping 
County finances in balance 
is not likely to ease – with 
soaring housing costs and 
other factors forcing many 
residents to rely on govern-
ment services, and forecasts 
suggesting the economy 
could soon fall back into 
recession.

Rising real estate values 
have fueled a 7 percent 
increase in the County’s 
assessment roll, resulting 
in much-needed revenues 
for the County. They also 
are helping the County to 
fund increases to many of 
the Community Based Or-

ganizations (CBOs) that 
receive County General 
Fund support. As proposed, 
annual spending by the 
County will grow to about 
$537 million to 310 CBOs 
providing health and human 
services, as well as housing, 
community development, 
and public safety programs.

Efforts to repair dete-
riorating roads and other 
aging infrastructure will get 
a boost in the coming year 
from the recently approved 
rise in the State gasoline 
tax, known as SB1, which 
will bring an estimated 
$23.2 million annually to 
Alameda County over the 
next decade.

This year’s $108.5 mil-
lion funding gap under-

scores the fact that, even 
with bolstered property tax 
revenue, Alameda County 
is grappling with a structural 
deficit in which State and 
federal funding combined 
with the County’s limited 
discretionary revenues will 
continue to fall short of 
the rising cost of providing 
services to County residents.

The Proposed Budget 
will be the focus of Budget 
Hearings held by the Board 
of Supervisors June 26-28. 
The Board is scheduled to 
adopt the Final Alameda 
County Budget for 2017-18 
on Friday, June 30. All ses-
sions will be in the Board 
of Supervisors Chambers, 
1221 Oak Street, 5th Floor, 
Oakland.

 

The Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park Dis-
trict (LARPD) board ap-
proved the Preliminary 
Fiscal Year 2017-2018 Op-
erating Budget at its meet-
ing last week.

The preliminary operat-
ing budget of $21,093,793 
is 6.1% of $1,212,449 
above the 2016-2017 bud-
get. An increase in property 
tax revenue and earned in-
come will allow LARPD 
to extend a 3 percent cost-
of-living adjustment of 1 
percent to all employee 
classification ranges, effec-
tive July 2.

The Board also dis-
cussed the fiscal year 2017-
2020  preliminary Capital 
Improvement Plan (CIP)  
Budget, which will come 
back for approval at the 
June 28 meeting. The plan 
was updated following the 
May 31 Budget Review 
meeting, with consider-
ation of the District’s re-

LARPD Budget Shows 
Increase in Revenue

cent asset management plan 
being taken into account 
when adding projects. CIP 
projects are categorized 
based on whether they have 
authorized funding sources 
and how much staff time will 
be dedicated each year to a 
particular project.

As part of the meeting, 
Directors and staff celebrat-
ed the District’s 70th anni-
versary with a presentation 
of photos through the years, 
a cake and a song of happy 
birthday to LARPD. 

A special election was 
held on June 10, 1947. Vot-
ers approved formation of 
the District, then called the 
Livermore Area Park, Rec-
reation and Parkway Dis-
trict. In 1959, the Alameda 
County Board of Supervi-
sors changed the name to 
Livermore Area Recreation 
and Park District and des-
ignated it as an independent 
special district. 

The City of Pleasanton 
and Livermore Amador Val-
ley Transportation Authority 
(LAVTA)/Wheels plan com-
munity listening sessions 
for the Mobility Forward: 
Tri-Valley Paratransit Study. 
The study will focus on im-
proving paratransit services 
for older adults, as well as 
people with disabilities liv-
ing in the Tri-Valley area.

Paratransit services are 
currently operated by the 
City of Pleasanton and LAV-
TA/Wheels and participat-
ing agencies created this 
partnership to ensure Tri-
Valley residents continue to 
have access to services and 
other amenities, especially 

dislikes about paratransit 
services, and share ideas for 
improvements and discuss 
residents’ priorities.

“Listening sessions are an 
important step in the study to 
provide an opportunity for 
residents to learn more about 
the study and for the City of 
Pleasanton and LAVTA to 
listen to what residents have 
to say about their experienc-
es with Paratransit Services 
and what they would like to 
see in the future,” said Becky 
Hopkins, community ser-
vices manager for the City 
of Pleasanton.

Christy Wegener, director 
of planning and operations 
at LAVTA shared, “In addi-
tion to the listening sessions, 

Listening Sessions Planned in All 
Three Cities for Paratransit Study

as the population of older 
adults grows.

Residents are invited to 
attend one of the following 
Listening Session:

• Saturday, June 24, 10 
a.m.-noon at the Dublin 
Public Library, 200 Civic 
Plaza Dr., Dublin

• Tuesday, June 27, 10 
a.m.-noon at the Robert 
Livermore Community Cen-
ter, 4444 East Ave., Liver-
more

• Tuesday June 27, 2-4 
p.m. at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center, 5353 Sunol Blvd., 
Pleasanton

At the listening sessions, 
residents will learn about 
the study, talk with transit 
planners, share likes and 

there will also be community 
outreach efforts conducted 
to receive input from Tri-
Valley residents at local 
libraries, farmers markets 
and other community wide 
events.”

For more information, 
visit the website at http://
www.wheelsbus.com/mobil-
ity-forward-tri- valley-para-
transit-assessment-study/ 
or contact Becky Hopkins 
at bhopkins@cityofpleas-
antonca.gov, 925-931-5346 
or Christy Wegener at cwe-
gener@lavta.org, 925-455-
7560. To reach the con-
sulting team, contact Joey 
Goldman at jgoldman@
nelsonnygaard.com at 415-
284-1544.
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As scientists, Daniel’s parents did extensive research before choosing where to 

deliver their baby. They talked to friends, scoured the internet, toured hospitals 

and talked with nurses. They discovered Stanford Health Care – ValleyCare has 

on-site OB-GYNs, anesthesiologists and pediatric hospitalists 24/7, as well as the 

highest level Neonatal ICU in the Tri-Valley. And good thing, because Daniel decided 

to come four weeks early. Today, he’s proud to be the center of attention.

See their story and find an OB-GYN: ValleyCare.com/Baby

Or call: 844-229-7871

JENNIFER TRAVIA
Scientist
23 hours spent with husband 
researching birth centers
1 healthy baby
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DUBLIN
The City of Dublin pro-

vides locations where resi-
dents can always find relief 
from the heat by relaxing in 
any of its air-conditioned 
community facilities. Resi-
dents can beat the heat by 
finding a new book, maga-
zine, CD or DVD at various 
locations throughout the 
City that are open and avail-
able to the public for use 
throughout the day. Hours 
vary at each location and 
may be extended during 
heat waves where tempera-
tures of over 95 degrees are 
expected for multiple days. 

In addition to several 
parks which feature water 
play areas, The Wave at Em-
erald Glen Park, the City’s 
new state-of-the-art aquatics 
complex, is now open to the 
public daily. Other facilities 
include:

The Dublin Senior Cen-
ter, located at 7600 Amador 
Valley Boulevard, features 
a lounge area with a televi-
sion, reference computers, 
books, lending library, and 
puzzle table. The Senior 
Center will be open weekly 
Monday through Friday, 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., and 
Saturdays, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 
p.m. Residents may drop 
in, as there is no admission 
fee. Visitors may stay in 
the air-conditioned lounge 
until 7:00 p.m. when eve-
ning classes are in session. 
Call (925) 556-4511 or visit 

online at www.dublinse-
niorcenter.com for more 
information.

The Dublin Library is 
located at 200 Civic Plaza 
(adjacent to the Dublin Civic 
Center and Sports Grounds) 
and is open Monday through 
Thursday, 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 
p.m.; Saturday, 10:00 a.m. 
- 5:00 p.m.; and Sunday, 
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (The 
Dublin Library is closed 
Fridays.) For more informa-
tion, call (925) 803-7252 or 
visit www.dublin.ca.gov/95/
Library.

The Shannon Commu-
nity Center, located at 11600 
Shannon Avenue, will be 
open 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday; 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. on 
Thursdays; and 9:00 a.m. 
to noon on Saturdays. Resi-
dents are welcome in the 
air-conditioned lobby and 
are encouraged to bring 
their own reading materials 
or board games. For more 
information, call (925) 556-
4500.

The Emerald Glen Park 
and Shannon Park water 
play areas are operational 
daily between the hours of 
11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., 
through Labor Day week-
end.

The Wave at Emerald 
Glen Park is the City of 
Dublin’s newest facility and 
is a great place to cool down. 
The Wave features two pools 
– an outdoor sports pool 

and an indoor pool; the 
beach-themed Splash Zone, 
an amazing water play area 
for the youngsters, featur-
ing two small slides, a drop 
bucket, spray nozzles, and 
wading area; and a water-
slide tower featuring six 
waterslides. The Wave is 
open daily, 11:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. 

For more information, 
call (925) 556-4590.

LIVERMORE
The Livermore Area Rec-

reation and Park District has 
opened the Robert Liver-
more Community Center 
to the public as a cooling 
center while temperatures 
are sky-high.

The RLCC, located at 
4444 East Ave., is an ac-
tive cooling center through 
Thursday, June 22, from 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Those 
seeking relief from the heat 
can stop in to enjoy the air-
conditioned facility, a glass 
of cool water and relax at the 
Center while staying out of 
the extreme temperatures.

Adjacent to the Com-
munity Center is the Robert 
Livermore Aquatic Center, 
which is open 1 to 7 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 
noon to 6 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday. Single day admis-
sion is $6 for residents ($4 
for those under 48 inches) 
and $7 for nonresidents ($5 
for those shorter than 48 

inches); children 24 months 
and younger are free with 
adult admission. LARPD 
also operates the May Nis-
sen Swim Center at 685 
Rincon Ave. All summer, the 
May Nissen pool offers rec-
reational swim for 25 cents 
for residents and only $1 for 
nonresidents. Pool hours are 
1 to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and 1 to 5 p.m. Sat-
urday, closed Sunday.

For more information, 
call the Community Center 
at 925-373-5700 or email 
info@larpd.org.

PLEASANTON
The City of Pleasanton 

activated its public cool-
ing center at the Senior 
Center. The cooling center 
will remain active through 
Thursday, June 22, 2017 for 
those seeking relief from 
the heat as temperatures are 
expected to soar past the 
century mark.

The Pleasanton Senior 
Center at 5353 Sunol Bou-
levard is the primary cooling 
center location. Operating 
hours are from noon to 9 
p.m. Monday through Thurs-
day. Visitors can enjoy an 
air-conditioned facility, have 
a glass of cool water, play 
games and watch television 
at the center.

For more information, 
call the Community Services 
Department at 925-931-
5340.

Facilities Open Where People Can Cool Off

ALAMEDA COUNTy FAIR

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

The Alameda County Fair launched this year's festivities 
with a cattle drive down Main Street. Pleasanton 
Councilmember Kathy Narum (above) got into the spirit 
of the occasion. 

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

The Alameda County Fair is in full swing through July 9 (closed June 26 and 27) at the fairgrounds in Pleasanton. 
In addition to rides, visitors will find a variety of displays, special activities, live horse racing, beer and wine 
tasting, and livestock on display, including some replicas of cows brightly decorated for the occasion. Local 
youth show the animals they have raised during the year. For concert information and daily schedule of events, 
go to alamedacountyfair.com

A Granada High School 
graduate from Livermore 
received a first-place award 
for his rattlesnake research 
study at the 31st annual 
California State University 
Student Research Competi-
tion that brought nearly 250 
students from 22 universi-
ties across the state to Cal 
Poly on April 28-29.

John Stepanek, 22, an 
undergraduate student in 
biological sciences who 
plans to pursue a doctorate 
in ecology, was Cal Poly’s 
top prize winner. He earned 
a first in the undergraduate 
Biological and Agricultural 
Sciences category for his 
work, “Stress-Induced Color 
Change in Southern Pacific 
Rattlesnakes.” (Faculty ad-

visor: Emily Taylor, Biologi-
cal Sciences.) He graduated 
from Granada High in 2013.

This first-of-its-kind 
study looked at the effects 
of elevated corticosterone 
(stress hormone) on color 
in the rattlesnakes, which 
are common on the Central 
Coast.

“We found that snakes 
that were more chroni-
cally or acutely stressed 
had lighter light bands on 
their backs and had higher 
contrast between light and 
dark bands than snakes that 
were less stressed,” he said. 
“This indicates that natural 
environmental stressors such 
as drought, climate change 
or predation might trigger 
increased contrast to help 

rattlesnakes camouflage and 
avoid detection.”

Receiving the award “was 
huge,” said Stepanek. “It's a 
testament to the knowledge 
that scientists everywhere 
are working to discover, and 
a further testament to what 
undergrads discover about 
themselves in the process of 
research.”

Stepanek, who chose Cal 
Poly attracted by the forestry 
program (his first major) as 
well as the small town charm 
of San Luis Obispo, called 
the honor “just icing on the 
cake.”

The annual competi-
tion promoted excellence 
in scholarly research and 
creative activity by recog-
nizing outstanding student 

accomplishments through-
out the CSU — the nation’s 
largest four-year public uni-
versity system, with nearly 
480,000 students. Thirty-
nine individuals received 
either a first- or second-place 
award in 21 categories. They 
shared $15,000 in prizes; 
$500 for first-place awards 
and $250 for seconds.

Cal Poly and Cal State 
Fullerton led the competi-
tion with five awards per 
school. All student partici-
pants received a commemo-
rative certificate, and the top 
prize winners took home a 
unique palm-sized trophy 
created for the event by Cal 
Poly students, faculty and 
staff.

Granada Grad Recognized for Rattlesnake Research

CATTLE DRIVE
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LAS POSITAS COLLEGE
MULTIPLE START DATES FOR SUMMER SESSION.

FLEXIBLE CLASS SCHEDULES AVAILABLE!

WWW.LASPOSITASCOLLEGE.EDU

sPORTs nOTes

Pictured is the Smoke Fastpitch 12U team (top row)
Hailee Hartman, Sierra Black, Kayla Urrutia, Sophia 
Palomo, Kaitlyn Aguilar, Alex Mello and Emma Hatcher; 
(bottom row) Mckenna Kibbe, Alizabeth Ruiz, Audrey 
Sweet and Skylar Jester. Coaches; Elvis Aguilar, Keith 
Sanck, Dan Ruiz, John Kibbe, Rigo Zapien and Eric 
Sweet.

The Granada Little League Intermediate All Star team 
came very close to going to the Intermediate World 
Series, but lost to the Danville team 12-11 in the final 
game. They had beaten the same team 8-3 the previous 
day. As the host, California District 57 qualifies a team 
for the world series, which will feature 5 additional US 
teams from around the country and 5 international 
teams. The Danville team, which consists of players 
from the three Danville Little Leagues, will represent 
District 57. The World Series will be played at Max Baer 
Park in Livermore from July 30 to August 6. Shown 
is Mikey Christian hitting a double to left field in the 
championship game. Photo - Bill Nale

Granada High School's 200 Medley Relay team took 3rd 
at North Coast Section (NCS) competition. Pictured are 
Jared Tovera, Paige Da Costs, Matthew Hayes and Dante 
De Mayo. Their Livermore Aquacowboy coach Alex Silver 
attended NCS with them. 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The 24th Annual Father's Day Spirit Run took place June 18 with the start under the arch in downtown Pleasanton. 
Proceeds from the run support scholarships for Pleasanton students plus charitable projects of The Rotary Club 
of Pleasanton Foundation.

Pictured is Pleasanton Valley Club swimmer Tyce Harper.

Seahawks News
Pleasanton Seahawk swimmers, 

Daniella Hawkins and Miranda 
Heckman were selected as two of 24 
up-and-coming distance athletes for 
USA Swimming’s National Open Water 
Select Camp, which was held June 6-10 
at Florida Gulf Coast University in Fort 
Myers, Florida.

The camp identifies the best 
distance swimmers in the U.S., offer-
ing them a unique motivational and 
educational experience. The National 
Open Water Camp is viewed as an 
integral step for athletes to move from 
the pool to Open Water, then to the 
international scene.

 “National Open Water Select Camp 
plays a key role in strengthening Team 
USA’s open water team at the inter-
national level,” said USA Swimming 
Club Development Managing Director, 
Pat Hogan. “Elite distance swimmers 
already have the swimming ability, 
but this camp encourages athletes to 
explore open water swimming as an 
additional option to their current pool 

Pictured are Pleasanton Seahawk swimmers Daniella 
Hawkins and Miranda Heckman.

training to potentially represent the 
U.S. in international competition.”

Athletes will experience workouts 
in the pool, lake and ocean, in addition 
to educational sessions throughout the 
four-day camp. Athletes will learn 
open water strategies, technique, nu-
trition, recovery and more from elite 
open water coaches.

The swimmers were selected based 
on times from the 2016 season; eight 
men and eight women were chosen 
using the top 1500 times of the year, 
while four men and four women were 
selected based on the results of the 
2016 5-kilometer National Open Water 
Championships.

Smoke Fastpitch
Smoke Fastpitch 12U takes 2nd 

place in the USSSA Gumball 12B 
Tournament the weekend of June 10th 
at the “Pepsi Fields” in Hayward, CA. 
The girls from Livermore backed up a 
3-0 Pool play on Saturday by giving 
up a single run in 3 games on Sunday 

losing in a 7 inning Championship 
Game by a score of 1-0 to Martinez 
Heat. Incredible defense and pitching 
highlighted this thriller of a Champi-
onship Game. A single run in the top 
of the 7th inning decided the game. 

Over the weekend Smoke was led 
on offense by Alizabeth Ruiz (.533), 
Kayla Urrutia (.500), Kaitlyn Aguilar 
(.467) and Sophia Palomo (.444). 
Homeruns by Emma Hatcher, Sierra 
Black, Alizabeth Ruiz and Kaitlyn 
Aguilar also punctuated the action.  The 
defense was stout the entire weekend. 
Critical plays were made all over the 
diamond by Alizabeth Ruiz, Kayla 
Urrutia, Skylar Jester, Audrey Sweet, 
Mckenna Kibbe and Emma Hatcher. 
Smoke was led by strong pitching per-
formances by a trio of pitchers. Sierra 
Black, Alex Mello and Kaitlyn Aguilar 
combined to strike out 38 batters in 28 
innings and surrendered just 10 runs 
over 6 games. Smoke Fastpitch 12U 
has compiled a record of 10-2 bring-
ing home a Championship and a 2nd 
Place finish in its first two tournaments 
of the season. 

Del Prado vs. Briarhill
Del Prado defeated a defiant 

Briarhill Barracuda swim team by a 
score of 521 to 438 at the Del Prado 
Cabana Club.

The Briarhill team was led by 
strong performances from a number 
of swimmers including:

Ella Jenkins, 6, freestyle, but-
terfly ad backstroke; Ainsley Lyon, 
9, freestyle and individual medley; 
Ellie Hamilton, 9, butterfly and breast-
stroke; Zoe Esquivel, 11, freestyle, and 
breaststroke; Jacob Mock 11, freestyle, 
butterfly and individual medley; Colin 
Davis, 24 freestyle, breaststroke and 
individual medley; Dylan Tran, 14 
butterfly and backstroke; and Bella 
Townsend, 17, butterfly, breaststroke 
and individual medley.

Del Prado had outstanding perfor-
mances from the following swimmers:

Marcus Torvik, 6, freestyle and 
breaststroke; Jenna Fenstrom, 8, free-
style and breaststroke; Addi Drain, 8, 
butterfly and backstroke; Oryan Liu, 
8, freestyle and breaststroke; Bryce 
Onesky, 9, freestyle, individual medley 

and backstroke; Amy Rae Health, 13, 
freestyle, breaststroke and backstroke; 
Tommy Juarez, 17, butterfly, breast-
stroke and individual medley.

PVC vs. LVTC
As the temperature rose past 100 

degrees on Saturday the Pleasanton 
Valley Club (PVC) doused the Liver-
more Valley Tennis Club, 1038 to 765.

Several PVC swimmers made 
improvements in multiple personal 
races. Alex Merrill dropped nearly 5 
seconds in both the girls 6 and under 
25 freestyle and the 25 butterfly. An-
nmarie Cruce dropped 5 seconds in 
the 9-10 girls 50 freestyle and in the 
25 butterfly. Walker Everett cut nearly 
10 seconds from his 6 and under 25 
yard butterfly and 6 seconds in his 25 
yard backstroke. 

Other swimmers made remarkably 
drastic cuts to their times at this meet. 
Tyce Harper dropped a whopping 16 
seconds from his 6 and under 25 yard 
backstroke. Zoe Alfrejd cut 10 seconds 
in the girls 7-8 backstroke. Emma 
Kelly sliced 11 seconds off her time 
in the 11-12 girls 50 yard butterfly 
and Nate Kelly cut 7 seconds from his 
time in the boys 7-8 25 yard butterfly. 

And, despite the scorching heat, 
Franny Hawkins won all four of her 
individual races that day. 

LGSA Registration: 
Livermore Girls Softball As-

sociation welcomes girls who are 5 
years of age and older for the 2017 
Fall Recreational season. No prior 
experience necessary. Online registra-
tion is open at www.lgsa.org. Visit the 
website or email info@lgsa.org for 
more information.

Baseball Camp
Livermore High Varsity Baseball 

Coach David Perotti is hosting two 
summer camps. Each camper will 
receive individual instruction from 
coaches and Livermore High players, 
a snack each day and a camp shirt. 
There is a5-12 year old camp that 

cost $150, July 10-14 from 9-12 each 
day. For more info to sign up, contact 
David Perotti at (925) 586-2811 or dp-
perotti@yahoo.com or check website 
www.eteamz.com/lvb

Diablo Challenge
The Mount Diablo Challenge will 

be held this year on October 8, 2017.
After 11 years hosting the popu-

lar event, which draws hundreds of 
participants annually, Save Mount 
Diablo has announced that Valley 
Spokesmen Bicycling Club will take 
over organization of the Mount Diablo 
Challenge starting in 2017. This tran-
sition will ensure the Mount Diablo 
Challenge and its legacy to support 
the protection of the Mount Diablo 
area will live on, while also allowing 
Save Mount Diablo to put more of its 
limited time and energy into strategic 
land conservation efforts. 

Thanks to the support of CA Tech-
nologies and the Nathan M. Ohrbach 
Foundation, Save Mount Diablo will 
continue to be a beneficiary of the 
event, allowing it to further land con-
servation in the Mount Diablo area for 
the benefit of all. Valley Spokesmen are 
seeking to increase participation in the 
Mount Diablo Challenge by appealing 
to the broader cycling community, with 
an emphasis on family participation. 
Valley Spokesmen intend to keep up 
the tradition of giving back to the 
community, both by donating proceeds 
from this event to the preservation of 
Mount Diablo through their partner-
ship with Save Mount Diablo, and 
the continued encouragement of local 
cycling events.

“We hope to maintain the ride’s 
competitive, challenging spirit, while 
making it welcoming to riders of all 
ages, families, and first-timers.”, said 
Jane Moorhead from Valley Spokes-
men. “We’re excited to take over this 
great event, and are planning a big 
venue with beer, wine and food. Turn-
around time at the top will be quicker, 
so that riders can enjoy the party! If 
you are a competitive rider, or just a 
weekender who wants to challenge 
yourself, this is the ride for you!!”

Mount Diablo State Park will be 
closed for the event to provide riders 
with a safe course for ascending and 
descending the mountain. Riders start 
at the Athenian School and ride 11 
miles and 3,300 feet to the summit 
of Mount Diablo. Each rider will be 
timed using a computerized chip, 
providing an accurate measure of their 
performance. New this year will be a 
festival at Oak Hill Park with music, 
beer garden, vendor expo and food. All 
riders are encouraged to participate, 
from competitive, categorized riders 
to families and kids.

Registration opens online July 1st 
at www.mountdiablochallenge.org. 

Run San Ramon
The City of San Ramon will hold 

its annual 4th of July Run San Ramon 
10K Run/5K Run and Walk. Enjoy the 
measured, paved and looped course. 
Participants will receive a short sleeve 
commemorative shirt and goodies pro-
vided by sponsors. This will be a chip 
timed race. Register now at www.ac-
tive.com and search Run San Ramon.

All pre-registered participants may 
receive their shirts and bib numbers 
prior to the event at a packet pick up 
hosted by San Ramon Sports Base-
ment located at 1041 Market Place 
San Ramon on Thursday, June 29th 

from 11:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 

Olympic Hopefuls
24 Hour Fitness will host the first 

phase of live tryouts to find The Next 
Olympic Hopeful, a first-of-its-kind 
program led by the United States 
Olympic Committee to enhance the 
pipeline of world-class athletes pur-
suing Olympic sport. In partnership 
with the USOC,

24 Hour Fitness Livermore, 2650 
Kittyhawk Rd., Livermore, is one of 
the tryout sites on Saturday, June 24th, 
9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Advance 
registration for the in-person tryouts 
can be made by visiting: 24hourfitness.
com/NextOlympicHopeful

The quest to find The Next 
Olympic Hopeful will ultimately find 
one male and one female athlete per 
sport (eight total) who will be invited 
to join the national team camps of 
four sports: bobsled, skeleton, track 
cycling and rugby. The journey will 
be highlighted on Team USA social 
and digital channels and the entire 
program, including announcement 
of the winners, will be featured on a 
two-hour broadcast airing on NBCSN 
in August, entitled Scouting Camp: 
The Next Olympic Hopeful.

On June 24, each athlete will 
complete a battery of tests for strength, 
mobility and endurance to qualify for 
selection into the next phase. The tests 
are conducted by fitness professionals 
of 24 Hour Fitness with state-of-the-art 
equipment and the energetic, vocal 
support of family and friends who can 
observe the action close up. The testing 
will cover a 30- and 10-meter sprint, 
medicine ball toss, vertical jump and a 
watt bike test to measure peak power.

Athletes who are unable to attend 
the in-person tryouts are encouraged 
to apply through the online portal: 
TeamUSA.org/NextOlympicHopeful

Following the first phase of 
tryouts, both in-club and online, the 
applicant pool will be narrowed to 100 
athletes—50 men and 50 women—to 
be invited to spend five days at the 
U.S. Olympic Training Center in 
Colorado Springs.

One male and one female athlete 
per sport (eight total) will emerge from 
the show as “winners” and will be 
invited to join the national team camps 
of four sports: bobsled, skeleton, track 
cycling and rugby. The athletes will 
also be eligible to receive financial, 
training and medical support as they 
prepare for the opportunity to compete 
at the Olympic Games in their identi-
fied sport.

Wrestling Clinic
Bryan Vashus will teach a wres-

tling clinic on July 15 at Livermore 
High School, 600 Maple St., Liver-
more.

Vashus graded from Livermore 
High in 1989 where he was a four time 
EBAL champion, CIF North Coast 
Section Champion, and three time state 
qualifier. Check in at 8:15 a.m. Clinic 
begins at 9 a.m. and ends at 4 p.m. 

Clinic topics include set ups, mat 
strategy, positioning, scrambled eggs 
and attitude.

Register by July 8 and pay $35; 
after that date the cost is $45.

Wear a t-shirt, shorts with no 
pockets, wrestling shoes and gear. 
Bring a water bottle and packed lunch.

For registration information send 
an email with contact information to 
bvwrestlingclinic@gmail.com
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Providing ten brand new, two-bedroom, 
homeownership opportunities to income-
qualified buyers earning at or below 80% 

AMI in the City of Pleasanton.

Please call Hello Housing at (415) 930-4112
or visit www.hellohousing.org/andares

to learn more about program restrictions, eligibility 
requirements and the online application process. 

Pre-Application period  
June 9th June 30th, 2017

Andares
A SummerHill Homes Development

For an appointment, contact Kate Lane 
office:  (925) 447-2942 
e-mail:  klane@stonemor.com

Advance Planning

Fd #416

is a thoughtful and considerate act that your loved  
ones will truly appreciate. A death in the family is  

difficult enough without the added burden of  
making arrangements at the last minute.

Callaghan Mortuary & Livermore Crematory
 Is Honored To Present Our June Promotion

Save 15% on your BeFORe NeeD PLaNNING 
Savings will be applied to the following services and 

merchandise:  Cremations • Traditional Funerals  
Caskets • Memorials • Urns • Graveside Services

Callaghan Mortuary & Livermore Crematory
3833 east ave, Livermore, Ca 94550

“Thoughtful service within the means of all”

UNITED
CONSTRUCTION

REMODELING
ROOFING
PAINTING
PLUMBING

(209) 818-9300
albertogallardo54@gmail.com

License #916970

Flying disks flew through 
the air over the Las Posi-
tas College (LPC) athletic 
fields recently as the LPC 
Ultimate Frisbee team held 
a reunion to celebrate the 
30th anniversary of their 
National Collegiate Ulti-
mate Championship.

The 1987 (Chabot Col-
lege-Valley Campus) team 
completed an undefeated 
17-0 season with a national 
championship during the 
three-day National Colle-
giate Ultimate Champion-
ships at Penn State in State 
College, Pennsylvania.

In honor of the 30th an-
niversary of the national 
championship, the Ultimate 

Reunion was organized. 
Players from all 40 years of 
the program were contacted 
and invited to join the cel-
ebration. Well over 100 
former players attended with 
their spouses and families, 
including Captain Glenn 
Sheppard and his son Ryan.  

Sheppard, a member of 
the 1987 national cham-
pionship team, enlisted in 
the Navy after his time at 
the college. Upon learning 
about his unique expertise, 
the Navy made Ultimate 
Frisbee one of his primary 
assignments. This included 
teaching and coaching the 
sport of Ultimate Frisbee 

around the world during his 
naval officer career.

Reuniting and reminisc-
ing was the main event along 
with a recreational game of 
Ultimate  played with six-
year-old children of alumni 
to 71-year-old Coach Pohl.

Since Ultimate Frisbee 
has become a profession-
al sport, over one-third of 
all Bay Area professional 
league players have played 
in the LPC program.

For more information 
about the LPC Ultimate Fris-
bee Team visit www.lasposi-
tascollege.edu or contact 
Kerry Karter at kkarter@
laspositascollege.edu.

Prescription drugs have 
enabled millions of Ameri-
cans with chronic medical 
conditions to live longer and 
more fulfilling lives. How-
ever, many promising new 
drugs never make it to the 
human trials stage due to the 
potential for cardiac toxicity. 

Through “heart-on-a-
chip” technology, modeling 
a human heart on an engi-
neered chip and measuring 
the effects of compound 
exposure on functions of 
heart tissue using micro-
electrodes, Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory 
researchers hope to decrease 
the time needed for new drug 
trials and ensure potentially 
lifesaving drugs are safe 
and effective while reduc-
ing the need for human and 
animal testing. The research 
was part of the Lab’s iCHIP 
(in-vitro Chip-Based Human 
Investigational Platform) 
project, which replicated hu-
man systems on engineered 
platforms to test the effects 
of toxic chemical and bio-
logical compounds.

The research, published 
online on April 18 in Lab on 
a Chip and featured on the 
inside cover of the journal’s 
upcoming print version, 

Livermore Mayor John Marchand was recently presented the National Distinguished 
Public Service Award at the American Water Works Association Annual Conference 
and Exposition. This award recognizes “exceptional service and commitment to the 
public” outside of the water industry. The Award was presented to Mayor Marchand 
for his years of commitment to community service, initiatives to support veterans 
and encourage volunteerism. Pictured (left to right) are AWWA Executive Director 
David LaFrance, Mayor Marchand, and former California-Nevada Section Chairman 
Steve Dennis. 

 

Hacienda Helping Hands 
has awarded two impact 
grants to organizations pro-
viding local services: the 
Tri-Valley Anti-Poverty 
Collaborative (TVAPC) and 
Senior Support Program of 
the Tri-Valley. The Tri-Val-
ley Anti-Poverty Collabora-
tive was given a $5,000.00 
grant in support of a regional 
convening to present in-
formation on local poverty 
issues and their solutions. 
Senior Support Program of 
the Tri-Valley received a 
$5,000.00 grant in support 
of the organization’s Step-
ping Out and Reconnecting 
(SOAR) initiative. Grants 
were made through a Do-
nor Advised Fund held by 
the East Bay Community 
Foundation.

"Hac ienda  He lp ing 
Hands is excited to be able 
to help provide a catalyst to 
make these unique projects 
happen," said James Paxson, 
Hacienda's general manager. 
"We believe that providing 
these grants will allow these 
efforts to succeed in ways 
that might not have hap-
pened without support. This 

is particularly relevant given 
the importance of the work 
of both of these community 
organizations."

Kristi Miller, Tri-Valley 
Anti-Poverty Collaborative 
Program Manager, stated, " 
"The grant award will help 
to fund a community educa-
tion event to help link the 
Tri-Valley community, and 
in particular businesses, to 
the work of the collabora-
tive. The TVAPC has spent 
the last two years develop-
ing as an organization in 
response to the very real 
issues confronting those 
experiencing poverty in 
the Tri-Valley. Using a col-
lective impact approach, 
what has emerged are a set 
of focused, collaborative 
efforts to address issues of 
poverty. Such collaboration 
is key given that poverty is 
frequently hidden from sight 
in areas like the Tri-Valley 
and creating opportunities 
to integrate programs and 
resources is one of the best 
means of finding and el-
evating those in need. The 
program that this grant will 
support is an opportunity to 
provide an update on com-
munity poverty information 
that the group developed 
several years ago, and to 
hear about what has and 
can be done to further local 
poverty reduction."

Learn more at www.
TVAPC.org, and on Face-
book, Twitter, and LinkedIn.

SSPTV Executive Direc-
tor Robert Taylor said "Se-
nior Support Program of the 
Tri-Valley (SSPTV) deep-
ly appreciates the $5,000 
grant from Hacienda Help-
ing Hands to support our 
SOAR (Stepping Out And 
Reconnecting) program for 
socially isolated seniors liv-
ing in the Tri-Valley" notes 
SSPTV Executive Director. 
The grant will provide criti-

cal support for SSPTV's ex-
panded outreach to seniors 
at risk for developing health 
and functionality problems 
due to social isolation that 
can occur after the loss of 
friends and family, or be-
cause of changes in health 
and mobility. The SOAR 
program addresses these 
challenges to health and 
independence by offering 
seniors professional evalua-
tion, individual counseling, 
and group activities designed 
to encourage social interac-
tion, foster new friendships, 
and support independence. 
Seniors who live alone are 
especially vulnerable to so-
cial isolation and its negative 
impacts. Fortunately, early 
intervention with appropri-
ate services has proven ef-
fective both in preventing 
declines in physical and/or 
mental health and in preserv-
ing seniors' ability to live 
independently. This type 
of support is the impetus 
we need to grow the SOAR 
program and enhance the 
awareness of programs di-
rectly improving the lives 
of seniors in the Tri-Valley 
area. It is evident Hacienda 
Helping Hands is committed 
to building strong commu-
nity partnerships to better 
the lives of all Tri-Valley 
seniors."

Learn more at www.
ssptv.org.

 

Hacienda Helping Hands 
Awards Two Impact Grants

LPC Ultimate Frisbee Team 
Members Gather for Reunion 

30th anniversary photo.

Lab Unveils 'Heart on a Chip' 
to Improve Drug Development

describes the successful 
recording of both electrical 
signals and cellular beating 
from normal human heart 
cells grown on a multi-
electrode array developed at 
the Lab. It is the first design, 
according to the researchers, 
capable of simultaneously 
mapping both the electro-
physiology and contraction 
frequency of the cells. 

“This platform allows 
you to do high-throughput 
screening of pharmaceuti-
cal drugs and predict their 
effects on the heart,” said 
iCHIP principal investigator 
Elizabeth Wheeler. “This re-
search allows us to measure 
two functions of the heart, 
contraction and electro-
physiology, for the first time. 
There’s still validation and 
data we need, but eventually 
it would allow us to reduce 
the need for animal testing.”

Researchers said the abil-
ity to record those two func-
tions would be useful to 
pharmaceutical companies 
because it could alert drug 
manufacturers to cardiac 
problems caused by a drug 
early in the process before 
reaching the clinical trial 
stage. Cardiotoxicity is a 
frequent side effect of many 

new drugs and often contrib-
utes to their ultimate failure. 
Other frequently prescribed 
drugs, such as chemotherapy 
agents, are also known to be 
cardiotoxic. Research using 
the heart chip could provide 
experimental information 
about how the drugs work 
so that new compounds can 
be designed to avoid these 
pitfalls. 

“Heart problems can be 
caused by a lot of differ-
ent reasons,” said LLNL 
researcher Fang Qian, the 
paper’s lead author. “It 
could be due to abnormal 
electrical signal conduction 
throughout the heart (such 
as arrhythmia), or weakened 
contraction force of heart 
muscles (like cardiomyopa-
thy), or both. A platform that 
only reads out a single func-
tion cannot tell us exactly 
what is wrong.”

The “heart-on-a-chip,” 
which builds off previous 
successful iCHIP research 
on the peripheral and central 
nervous systems, involves 
the use of human cardiac 
cells cultured for up to nine 
days on the engineered chip. 
Amazingly, these cells natu-
rally and spontaneously 
grow into a two-dimensional 

heart tissue that contracts 
or starts to “beat” after two 
days in culture. The tissue 
was exposed to norepineph-
rine, a stimulant drug used 
to treat low blood pressure 
and heart failure, and both 
the electrical signal and 
the beating increased in the 
cells, similar to what would 
happen in the body. 

The change in “heart 
rate” was measured using 
the highly sensitive elec-
trodes in the microelectrode 
array. The researchers con-
cluded the platform could 
accurately and non-inva-
sively measure heart tissue 
growth, electrophysiology 
and heartbeat simultane-
ously and in real-time.

“The real strength of the 
platform is being able to 
measure both the electrical 
and mechanical aspects of 
the heart at the same time,” 
said LLNL researcher Kris 
Kulp. 

The most challenging 
part of growing the cells, 
according to LLNL post-
doctoral researcher Chao 
Huang, was looking at dif-
ferent cell seeding densi-
ties to find one that would 
stay alive long enough, and 
could measurably contract 
and respond similarly to 
what would be expected in 
humans. LLNL researcher 
Anna Ivanovskaya, who 
worked on the circuit mod-
eling and engineering, said 
choosing the right geometry 
for the chip was also difficult 
because the layout influ-
ences the electrical signal. 
Ivanovskaya said she and 
the team tested four different 
modifications of the elec-
trode array before settling 
on the right one. 

LLNL scientists believe 
with validation, a reliable 
heart-on-a-chip platform 
could be used to overcome 
some of the limitations of 
new drug testing, and pro-
vide a comprehensive as-
sessment of heart function-
ing in medical countermea-
sure and drug development. 
They caution however, that 
more testing is needed. 

The Laboratory Directed 
Research and Development 
(LDRD) program funded the 
project. 



her favorite charity, St. Jude 
Children's Hospital.

Pearl "Dollie" Abrew
August 20, 1933-June 13, 2017

Pearl "Dollie" Abrew, 
born in Ashland, Calif. on 
August 20, 1933 and a long-
time resident of Tracy, Ca-
lif., passed away Tuesday, 
June 13, 2017.

S h e 
h a d  a 
d e e p 
love for 
J e s u s , 
and she 
praised 
a n d 
w o r -
shiped 
h e r 

Lord & Savior. Pearl loved 
spending time with her 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. She enjoyed 
traveling to Hawaii and 
Europe.

Pearl was a past president 
of the St. Raymond's Wom-
en's Guild and a member of 
the Red Hat Ladies.

She is survived by her 
children: Debbie George 
(Bruce), Jeff Abrew (Becky), 
Greg Abrew (Brenda), and 
Kevin Abrew (Shannon); her 
sister Carmen Davenport; 13 
grandchildren, and 15 great 
grandchildren.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband of 50 
years, Ron Abrew; parents 
Jose and Maria Garcia; two 
sisters, and a brother.

Family and friends are 
invited to attend a viewing at 
Holy Angels Sorensen Cha-
pel, 1140 B Street, Hayward, 
Calif., on Thursday, June 22, 
at 10 a.m. Funeral services 
follow at noon.

urday, June 17th at the Tri-
Valley Church of Christ in 
Livermore.

Donations in his honor 
can be sent to Agape Vil-
lages Foster Care, 3160 
Crow Canyon Place, Suite 
120, San Ramon, CA 94583.

Alice Josephine Lopez 
Alice Josephine Lopez 

(also known as "Joella" in 
the great state of Texas), 70, 
of Livermore, entered the 
arms of Jesus on Wednesday, 
June 14, 2017. 

Alice was born on De-
cember 23, 1946, in Cali-

fornia and 
p r o u d l y 
ra i sed  in 
San Anto-
nio, Texas. 
There she 
g r a d u -
ated from 
Bracken-

ridge High School in 1966, 
where she met many of 
her lifelong "heart sisters," 
whom she loved dearly. On 
May 18, 1968, she married 
the love of her life, Juan 
Lopez. They settled in Liver-
more, California, to raise 
their family. Alice spent her 
life caring for her children, 
also becoming a beloved 
caretaker, known as Nana, to 
her many adopted "children" 
and “grandchildren” over 
the years. Along the way, 
she gained another set of 
cherished California "heart 
sisters" whom she truly 
considered family. As her 
children grew up and went 
off to college, Alice worked 
in retail. She was an ardent 
supporter of her Texas sports 
teams, especially her Spurs, 
and was an extremely vocal 
supporter of any and all pro-
gressive politics. Alice was 
unwavering in her Catholic 
faith and prayed every day 
for the health and happiness 
of her loved ones.

Alice loved traveling to 
visit her family and friends 
far and wide. She was a 
loyal, fierce friend to many, 
and always brought happi-
ness, laughter, and light into 
any room she entered. Her 
vibrant energy was infec-
tious, and her willingness to 
lend a hand to anyone who 
needed it was endless. Her 
favorite activities, however, 
always involved her family. 
Alice loved huge family 
gatherings full of laughter, 

munity Church, 2200 Arroyo 
Rd, Livermore, CA 94550, 
Tel (925) 447-6282. All 
those wishing to pay tribute 
are welcome to come and 
share their experiences in 
celebrating Edna’s life. 

John Charles Dudley
Resident of Livermore
August 8, 1955-June 5, 2017

John passed away unex-
pectedly while on vacation 
with his family in the Ba-

h a m a s . 
John was 
born  to 
L l o y d 
U r e l l 
and Nel-
lie Mae 
D u d l e y 
in Jones-
b o r o , 
A r k a n -
sas .  He 

grew up in Monette Ar-
kansas where his early life 
was spent working on the 
family's cotton farm. John 
graduated from Monette 
High School in 1973 and 
attended Lubbock Christian 
College where he met his 
wife Dana and they were 
married in 1977. He contin-
ued his education at Texas 
Tech University where he 
graduated in 1979 with an 
Engineering degree. 

John worked for Texas 
Instruments for a few years 
before going to work for 
Motorola in Phoenix in 
1982. John gained 30 years 
of knowledge in the semi-
conductor industry before 
changing career paths to 
work for Wente Vineyards. 

John enjoyed his fam-
ily, woodworking, reading, 
playing and listening to 
music and learning about 
wine. His gift for fixing 
things was used to help oth-
ers, especially for those in 
his church family, where he 
served as a deacon.

John is survived by his 
wife of 40 years, Dana; 
his children Sarah Dudley 
and her husband, Michael 
Nudelman of Lubbock, Tex-
as; daughter Laura Dudley 
and her husband, David Eras 
of Phoenix, Arizona; and 2 
grandchildren, Mikayla and 
Kaleb Nudelman. 

His generous loving spirit 
and his wry sense of humor 
will be missed by all who 
knew him.

Services were held Sat-

Margaret Beatrice Odell
Margaret Odell, age 85 of 

Livermore, passed away on 
Thursday, May 4, 2017. She 
was born to the late Horatio 
Coykendall and Margaret 
Fitch on June 6, 1931.

Margy attended Sequoia 
High School, before attend-
ing Stanford University, 
graduating in 1955. She was 
an active member in the 
community and served on 
many committees over the 
years. Travel and garden-
ing were Margy’s passion 
and delight. Margy traveled 
the world with friends and 
family.

Margy was a member of 
the Livermore Garden Club. 
She was very active and 
loved being outdoors.

Her husband, Earl Odell, 
precedes Margy in death.

Margy is survived by 
her four children, Brian 
Odell and his wife Gail; 
Greg Odell; Janice Odell 
and her husband John Go-
odrich; Judy Odell Friedl 
and her husband John; her 6 
grandchildren, Lukas Odell 
and his wife Mandy; Logan 
Odell and his wife Lorinda; 
Kyle and Erin Oliveri; Derek 
and Olivia Friedl; and two 
great grand children, Jade 
and Roman Odell.

The family wishes to 
thank all of those who cared 
for her during her last few 
years. 

Arrangements were pro-
vided by Wilson & Kratzer 
Chapel of San Ramon Val-
ley.

Edna Fernandez 
(Ferreira, August, 
Weyrauch) 

Edna Fernandez (Fer-
reira, August, Weyrauch) 
of Livermore (formerly of 
Pleasanton and San Leandro) 

d i e d 
peace-
f u l l y 
J u n e 
1 5 , 
2 0 1 7 , 
at age 
73, sur-
round-
e d  b y 
h e r 
loving 
family.

Edna is survived by her 
loving husband, Patrick 
Weyrauch, of Livermore 
who never left her side dur-
ing her long illness; sons 
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Garry, Jason, and Jeffrey 
(Bernadette); grandchildren 
Brianna and Alex; sisters 
Lynda (Don) and Donna 
(Gary); adult step-children 
Larry (Linda) and Steven 
(Lisa) and step-grandchil-
dren Kevin, Randle and 
Kyle; nieces/nephews Kim-
berly, David, Dan (Lynn), 
Lona, Lori, Michael (An-
gela), and several great 
and great-great nieces and 
nephews, as well as many 
cousins. Edna is predeceased 
by her dear sister Sandra and 
parents Frances and Edward. 

Edna graduated from San 
Leandro High School, and 
quickly made her mark as 
a top-notch, detail-oriented 
bookkeeper/payroll special-
ist. She started her account-
ing career at her father’s 
meat packing plant and re-
tired from a local engineer-
ing firm several years ago.

Edna’s kind and fun-
loving personality yielded a 
wide circle of friends, some 
life-long, from various walks 
of her life. She always made 
time for a friend. Edna was 
also a devoted grandmother. 
One of Edna’s joys in life 
was spending time with her 
family and their camping 
trips. She especially enjoyed 
mountain pine tree camping 
destinations like Fallen Leaf 
Lake, and travelling through 
Canada during former years. 
Edna also enjoyed tending to 
her orchids and rose trees, 
and of course, expanding 
her Madame Alexander doll 
collection. Decorating her 
doll house was a favorite 
pastime. Edna was fond of 
horses, especially Tennes-
see Walkers. Edna enjoyed a 
challenging game of Scrab-
ble… and boy oh boy did she 
like winning on the Wheel 
of Fortune slot machine. 
Edna was quite the cook and 
baker in her day – always 
enjoyed preparing her fam-
ily’s favorites and trying 
out new recipes. During the 
holidays Edna enjoyed turn-
ing her home into a festive 
wonderland with the many 
Christmas decorations she 
collected over the years. 
In her younger days, Edna 
enjoyed her stick-shift Ca-
maro, with the loud sound 
of the engine, one would 
know that Edna was quickly 
approaching. 

A Celebration of Life 
ceremony is scheduled for 
Saturday, June 24 2017, 
from 3-5pm, at Sunset Com-

great Mexican food, mu-
sic, and love. Her parties 
were legendary as was her 
wit. Everyone was always 
welcomed into her home 
and treated like part of the 
family. 

Alice is survived by her 
loving husband of 49 years, 
Juan, and the children who 
were her pride and joy: 
Yvette L. Lopez (Sean Mc-
Cue) of Rancho Mirage, 
CA; Julie C. Lopez, of Ran-
cho Santa Margarita, CA; 
Juan D. Lopez (Jennifer) of 
Livermore, CA; and Andrew 
C. Lopez (Jessica) of Los 
Angeles, CA. Most impor-
tantly, she is survived by 
the four grandchildren she 
adored more than anything 
else on this Earth: Emma and 
Lauren Laskey, and Joaquin 
and Nadia Lopez. They were 
her life and breath; she loved 
nothing more than being a 
devoted, loving Grandma/
Meema to her babies. She 
also leaves behind many 
beloved nieces, nephews, 
cousins, and friends. Alice 
is preceded in death by her 
parents, Henry and Corina 
Rocha; her sister, Yolanda 
Rocha; and her infant son, 
Daniel Christopher. She 
will be missed dearly every 
single day by all who loved 
her.

A memorial mass will be 
held at St. Michael Church, 
458 Maple Street, Liver-
more, CA, 94550, on Satur-
day, June 24, 2017, at 10:30 
a.m. A Celebration of Alice's 
life will follow. In the spirit 
of Alice's vibrant personality 
and love of life (and per her 
wish), the family requests 
that those attending please 
wear bright colors. 

The family asks that 
anyone wishing to make a 
contribution in Alice's name 
do so, to any progressive, 
anti-Trump organization, or 

Livermore’s hotel 
choice?
Elizabeth Judge
Livermore

Hotel company, Presidio, 
who somehow managed to 
get a temporary exclusive 
right to build from City 
Council, appeared last week 
at the steering committee 
meeting with two versions 
of their hotel. One was for 
the eastside of Livermore 
Avenue up against the Bank-
head Theater and the other 
was on the westside between 
Blacksmith Square and Un-
cle U’s. Among other limi-
tations, both versions use 
valet parking exclusively! 
The company rep appeared 
embarrassed to show the 
slide indicating the route va-
lets would have to use from 

each of the hotels to the city 
parking garage on Railroad 
Avenue and then back again 
after an event.

Many vineyard owners 
and downtown retail repre-
sentatives continue lobbying 
hard for the city to do the 
east side hotel in a hurry and 
leave the rest of the eight 
acre development between 
First Street and Railroad 
to chance later. They have 
clearly influenced some 
councilmembers and the 
makeup of the steering com-
mittee reflects that influence.

Bias in the process be-
came more obvious last 
week as the committee al-
lowed a competitive archi-
tect only ten minutes for a 
twenty-two slide presenta-
tion of ideas for the entire 
eight acres including a hotel. 
In addition, they allowed the 

Presidio rep to challenge the 
competitive plan twice when 
there was no opportunity to 
challenge Presidio.

The committee meets 
tonight, June 22, in council 
chambers at 6:30 to review 
four possibilities for a hotel, 
parking, housing and and 
retail on the eight acre prop-
erty. Better see for yourself 
before we wind up with no 
other hotel choice.

 If you are reading this 
after Thursday, checkout 
yourlivermore.org to track 
the history. The last meeting 
will be next Thursday, June 
29. Then it goes to Council 
on July 31.

Homeless in Livermore
Thomas Jefferson
Livermore

The June 8 Independent 
had an interesting article on 

the homeless in our Valley. 
An organization, EveryOne 
Home (everyonehome.org), 
has been conducting counts 
of the homeless in Alameda 
County every two years. The 
latest count taken in January 
showed 21 unsheltered peo-
ple in Dublin, 18 in Pleasan-
ton, and 141 in Livermore. 
Additionally, Livermore had 
102 sheltered; Dublin and 
Pleasanton have no shelters 
for the homeless.

Using the above figures, 
compared to Livermore, 
Dublin's unsheltered popula-
tion is 15% that of Livermore 
and Pleasanton's is 13% that 
of Livermore. Using the 
total unsheltered+sheletered 
c o u n t s ,  D u b l i n ' s 
unshe l t e red+she l t e red 
homeless population is 9% 
that of Livermore and Pleas-
anton's is 7% that of Liver-
more.

Perhaps, Livermore's 

count of the homeless is so 
much larger than those of 
Dublin or Pleasanton be-
cause Livermore is a larger 
city, both in population and 
area. Let's see.

Taking in account the cit-
ies' populations (i.e. weight-
ing the homeless counts 
by city population) we get 
similar results. Dublin's 
unsheltered population 
(#homeless/city population) 
is 24% that of Livermore 
and Pleasanton's is 14% 
that of Livermore. Using the 
total unsheltered+sheletered 
counts (#homeless/city 
p o p u l a t i o n )  D u b l i n ' s 
unsheltered+sheltered popu-
lation is 14% that of Liver-
more and Pleasanton's is 8% 
that of Livermore.

Perhaps a better way to 
look at the the data is by 

MAILBOX
using the homeless per sq. 
mile for each city. Dub-
lin's unsheltered popula-
tion (per sq. mile) is 25% 
that of Livermore and 
Pleasanton's is 13% that of 
Livermore. Using the to-
tal unsheltered+sheletered 
counts (per sq. mile) Dub-
lin's unsheltered+sheltered 
population is 15% that of 
Livermore and Pleasanton's 
is 8% that of Livermore.

Clearly the count (un-
weighted or weighted by 
either city population or 
city area) of homeless in 
Livermore is significantly 
more than in either Dublin 
or Pleasanton. Why? Should 
Livermore be commended 
for having more homeless? 
Or, should Dublin and Pleas-
anton be commended for 
having fewer homeless?

 

(continued from page 4)

sHORT nOTes
Parent and Child yoga

Parent and Child Yoga Time continues all summer at 
the Livermore Public Library. The class will take place at 
10:15 am at the Civic Center Library, 1188 S. Livermore 
Ave. They meet every second and fourth Friday of the 
month through August 25, 2017. Explore yoga with your 
children through movement, songs, partner poses, games, 
and quiet moments. 

In addition, Big Kids Yoga Time will be offered on 
select Fridays during the summer for those going into 
grades 1 through 5. The class will be elementary age 
students only and will take place at 11:15 am on June 23, 
July 14, July 28, and August 11. 

A waiver is required for all who participate, legal guard-
ians and children. This waiver will cover the full set of 
summer 2017 classes. Registration for each class will open 
one week before the next class begins, with a maximum of 
36 spaces. Adults must be accompanied by a child in the 
Parent and Child Yoga class. Yoga mats will be provided.

For additional information and to register for a yoga 
session, contact the library’s youth room desk at (925) 
373-5504. Dates and times will be listed on the library’s 

website at www.livermorelibrary.net.
 

Free Bike Repair
The Livermore Public Library will host the BikeMobile 

for a free bike repair day on Friday, June 23, 2017 from 
11am to 3pm at the Rincon Branch Library, located at 725 
Rincon Avenue. 

Youth and adults are invited to bring bikes to this event. 
The BikeMobile staff provides free bike repairs, teaches 
mechanics and safety and provides free bike accessories 
and decorations. In addition, the BikeMobile can also fix 
flat tires, adjust brakes and gears and even replace broken 
or worn out parts such as chains, seats, and tires. The 
BikeMobile cannot replace missing wheels or gears. At 12 
pm, there is a workshop on “How to Repair a Flat Tire." 
The BikeMobile will serve as many people as possible, 
however the first 20 people are guaranteed assistance. 

For further information, call 925-373-5504, or visit the 
library’s website www.livermorelibrary.net. 

Nature Programs
A Creek Walk (70 Miles for 70 Years Challenge) will 

be led by Livermore Area Recreation and Park District 

ranger staff on June 24. Meet Ranger Darre Segur at 10 
a.m. at Sycamore Grove Park, 1051 Wetmore Road. 

Following this year’s wet winter, come out to the park 
and take a walk along the creek and look at what all that 
water has brought us. Observe the effect that water flows 
(both natural and artificial) have had on the park. This will 
be a 2.5-mile walk on flat trails and counts toward the 70 
Miles for 70 Years Challenge. Bring water and a camera 
if you like.

Turtles will be topic on June 25. Meet Ranger Dawn 
Soles at 2 p.m. at Sycamore Grove Park, 5049 Arroyo Road. 

Turtles come in different shapes and sizes, and they live 
in different environments from the ocean to the desert and 
everywhere in between. Some are small, and some are the 
size of a small car. Join this program to learn about this 
charming group of reptiles. There will be live specimens 
to view.

There is a $7 per vehicle parking fee at either entrance 
to Sycamore Grove Park. A $3 donation is requested to 
help support the programs unless other fees are specified. 
There is an annual parking pass available that provides sig-
nificant savings over the daily fee for regular park visitors. 
Participants may call 925-960-2400 for more information.



10 The Independent  •  June 22, 2017

LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 
ON PLACING LEGAL 

NOTICES IN 
THE INDEPENDENT
 Call  925-243-8000                      

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 531469
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Brothers 
Inspections Services, 2418 
Armstrong Street, Liver-
more, CA  94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Brothers Inspections Servic-
es, 2418 Armstrong Street, 
Livermore, CA  94551
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Cody Wallace, CEO/
Secretary
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 25, 2017. Expires 
May 25, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4141. Published June 1, 8, 
15, 22, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 531518-522
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1)Toyota 

Material Handling Northern 
California 2)Toyota Material 
Handling 3)Toyota Golf and 
Industrial 4)TMHNC 5)TMH, 
6999 Southfront Rd., Liver-
more, CA  94551, is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
RJMS Corporation, 6999 
Southfront Rd., Livermore, 
CA  94551
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: April 1, 2017
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Mark Andres, President 
& CEO
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 26, 2017. Expires 
May 26, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4142. Published June 1, 8, 
15, 22, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 531527
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Ideal Clean, 
The Rug Colorist, Pro Carpet 
Repair, 3546 Quail Avenue, 
Castro Valley, CA  94546, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Ideal Clean and Restora-
tion LLC, 20885 Redwood 
Rd, #314, Castro Valley, 
CA  94546
This business is conducted 

by a Limited Liability Com-
pany
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: June 1, 2017
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Regina Santos, Manag-
ing Member
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 26, 2017. Expires 
May 26, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4143. Published June 1, 8, 
15, 22, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 531660-531661
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1)GEO-
NETZ.CITY 2)GEONETZ-
ITY, 841 Montevino Dr, 
Pleasanton, CA  94566, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Richard G. Pascual, 841 
Montevino Dr, Pleasanton, 
CA  94566
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Richard G. Pascual, 
Custodian
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 1, 2017. Expires 

June 1, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4144. Published June 8, 15, 
22, 29, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 531662-531663
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1)EBO8 
COM 2)EB08, 841 Mon-
tevino Dr, Pleasanton, CA  
94566, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Richard G. Pascual, 841 
Montevino Dr, Pleasanton, 
CA  94566
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Richard G. Pascual, 
Chief Editor
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 1, 2017. Expires 
June 1, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4145. Published June 8, 15, 
22, 29, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 531656-531658
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1)THIRY 
TENTH CO 2)THIRYTENTH 
CO 3)THIRYTENTH, 841 
Montevino Dr, Pleasan-
ton, CA  94566, is hereby 
registered by the following 

He supported Santa Ana 
teachers who wanted to 
try some  “out of the box" 
options. Because buy-in 
from the community is so 
important, Haglund makes 
sure problems are addressed, 
added  Laursen.

Mark Miller drove Ha-
glund around Pleasanton 
during his community visit. 
“He’s a genuine man, a very 
self-aware man. He connects 
with individuals on a deep 
level. That’s someone we 
need in Pleasanton,” said 
Miller.

Steve Maher, a retired, 
long-time school principal, 
said he reached out to 15 
principals in Santa Ana, a 
district with 62 schools and 
enrollment of 56,000. They 
described Haglund’s impor-
tant attributes as  listening, 
mentoring and providing 
stability. “We want our prin-
cipals to stay (in the district), 
and to grow. He’s the type of 
leader we need.”

Jamie Hintzke said that 
the students in Santa Ana 
talked about Haglund per-
sonally touching their lives. 
“There were incredible sto-
ries. He really does walk the 
talk,” said Hintzke.

Valerie Arkin stated, “I 
think we have found the 
leadership qualities we were 
looking for.” 

Haglund said, "I am 
touched and thrilled about 
the comments, and will work 
to live up to them.”  

“I’m the chief servant of 
the district. I’m not the guy 
who tells everyone what 
to do. You have an amaz-
ing community. You have 
award-winning programs 
as good as any in the state, 
and the teachers support  it,” 
declared Haglund. 

Haglund signed a three-
year contract paying him 
$265,000 annually,  with 
yearly raises subject to ne-
gotiation. He also will have 
a $5000 annual district con-
tribution to a tax-differed 
compensation plan, can earn 
up to 18 days of sick leave, 
and   receive all fringe ben-
efits that are  provided to 
certificated employees.

PLEASANTON
(continued from page one)

BOND MONEY OK
FOR PLANNING
NEW SCHOOL

The board also agreed 
informally to add $1 million 
to a list of priorities that will 
now include drawing up 
plans for a new school. All 
five trustees supported the 
idea. They  vote on the  bud-
get item will take place at the 
June 27 board meeting. 

By moving right away on 
planning a new school, the 
district has a chance to beat 
an annual October deadline 
for state approval of con-
struction money.  Otherwise, 
there would be a one-year 
wait to  start the  process. 
Once the  paperwork is ap-
proved, the district can get in 
line with other districts in the 
state for the money coming 
from sale of state bonds that 
voters approved in 2016.

Maher said it’s important 
to start moving on a new 
school. “I don’t want to see  
a new school on the back 
burner. All our (current and 
future) enrollment suggests 
something else.”

In about six weeks, a 
consultant will have material 
to the board about the degree 
of eligibility for state funds 
for a new district school. The 
board earlier received the 
eligibility report for mod-
ernization of district school 
buildings and infrastructure. 
That report helped trustees 
in their discussion of the 
priority list.

The $1 million to draw up 
new school plans joins $69 
million on the list to be spent  
for modernization of district 
buildings and infrastructure. 
Pleasanton voters passed 
a $270 million bond issue 
last year.

The $69 mil l ion  in 
planned expenditures that 
were already on the list 
include $30 million for the 
reconstruction and modern-
ization of Lydiksen School, 
$14.2 million to pay off 
a loan, $11.5 million for 
qualifying classrooms’ mod-
ernization, $9.5 million for 
safety and security infra-
structure, and $3.7 million 
for technology upgrades, in-
cluding purchase of at least 

6000 laptop computers for 
grades 6 through 12, which 
have a total of 8500 students.

PENSION COSTS
KEEP RISING

Trustees won’t approve 
the final budget for Fiscal 
year 2017-18 until the June 
27 meeting, but they were 
given a look at projections 
for expenses that will loom 
in future years.

The FY 2017 budget has 
been examined a few times 
at board meetings. The dis-
trict will spend $147 million 
from its general fund.

However, trustees heard 
from Interim Superintendent 
Micaela  Ochoa about the 
rising expenses the district 
will face in the subsequent 
two years and beyond. 

The standout in Ochoa’s 
report was the rising cost of 
the school districts’ obliga-
tion to contribute to em-
ployee retirement pensions.  
The district will have to pay 
out $14.9 million in the com-
ing fiscal year. By FY 19, 
the contribution  will rise to 
$19.3 million.

In combination with oth-
er factors, it’s possible  the 
district could have to reduce 
its budget then by $3 mil-
lion, assuming that nothing 
changes, said Ochoa. How-
ever, three years is too far  
away to  be certain about the 
revenue picture. The three-
year projection is necessary 
as  part of the budget report  
to the Alameda County Of-
fice of Education.

School  districts might be 
able to cut those projected 
expenditures by lobbying 
the governor and state rep-
resentatives to have the 
state pay a bigger share  
of the pensions, suggested 
audience member Kathleen 
Ruegsegger, a former school 
board candidate.

Responding to a ques-
tion from Hintzke,  Ochoa 
said that at $90,000 cost 
per teacher on average, $3 
million would fund the re-
tirement benefits of  ap-
proximately 30 teachers. 
However, there could be 
reductions in other areas, 
since the district is commit-
ted to avoiding cuts in the 
classroom.

their parents and families 
likewise. We must do what 
we can to help student loan 
borrowers better manage 
and repay their loans.”  

To kick off the week, 
Swalwell is re-introducing 
the Know Your Repayment 
Options Act. It would help 
borrowers better understand 
student loan repayment op-
tions by directing the De-
partment of Education to 
inform all federal student 
loan borrowers of all their 
repayment options on a 

yearly basis, with informa-
tion particularized for each 
individual so that borrowers 
can pick the plan that works 
best for them.

Specifically, the yearly 
update required by this leg-
islation would tell borrowers 
their average anticipated 
monthly payment amount, 
yearly payment amount, life-
time payment amount, num-
ber of months remaining to 
pay off loans, and amount 
that would be forgiven under 
all possible repayment plans. 

It would also supply the bor-
rower with instructions on 
how to switch plans if he or 
she determines that another 
option might be better.

Swalwell is the founder 
and chairman of Future 
Forum, a group of 26 young 
House Democrats who have 
engaged with thousands 
of millennials across the 
nation on the issues most 
important to them. Student 
loan debt consistently ranks 
high among the concerns of 
millennials.

SWALWELL
(continued from page one)

By Carol Graham
If it were available in pill form, it would reach billions 

in sales. Yet laughter, often called the best medicine, is free, 
readily available and instantly effective. 

"It is so important to laugh - to shift perspective when 
needed to get through a difficult time, not take ourselves so 
seriously, bring us back into this present moment, connect 
with others in joy, and release the endorphins and other 
biochemicals that promote optimal bodily functions," said 
Katheryn Darlington, RN. "We do not laugh only because 
we are already happy and all is good; we laugh to create 
happiness in our lives."

"Let's Laugh and Celebrate!" was the theme of the 25th 
Annual Tri-Valley Celebration of Life which took place on 
June 6 at the Holiday Inn Dublin. The event was free and 
open to all adult cancer survivors and caregivers. 

"The silver anniversary of this community event speaks 
to the unique and powerful collaboration of supporting 
organizations, which includes hospitals and non-profit 
organizations," said Juliane Lee, American Cancer Soci-
ety Health Systems Manager and event chair. "Each June, 
cancer survivors celebrate National Cancer Survivors Day. 
The Tri-Valley Celebration of Life is one of hundreds of 
life-affirming gatherings that take place in June across 
the U.S. The events are a time to celebrate life and honor 
cancer survivors."

With cancer survivorship increasing due to progressive 
testing, early diagnoses and advancing treatments, attention 
more and more is being focused on the challenges – mental, 
emotional and physical – that survivors live with. This year's 
celebration included a talk, The Journey to Wellness, by 
Dr. Darcy Baird of Kaiser Permanente in Livermore, and a 
demonstration of Laughter Yoga. 

"I enjoyed both segments of the program - the motiva-
tional and humorous talk by Dr. Baird, and the more unusual 
Laughter Yoga demonstration," said event volunteer and 

COMMITTEE
(continued from page one)

Laughter Still the Best Medicine

The Livermore Police 
Department is reminding 
community members that 
all fireworks are illegal in 
the City of Livermore. This 
includes “Safe and Sane” 
type fireworks that may be 
legal to purchase in other 
cities. The Livermore Po-
lice Department will have 
extra officers working on 
the Fourth of July. these 
officers will be looking for 
and responding to firework 
violations.

Any member of the Po-
lice Department or the Fire 
Department can seize any 
fireworks located in Liver-
more and the owner may 
be charged for the cost of 
destroying the fireworks. 
Police Officers finding per-
sons in possession of fire-
works may issue that person 

Use of Fireworks in Livermore 
Could Result in Fine, Jail Time

Livermore Avenue and four 
with a hotel on the westside. 
The plans will be refined at 
the June 22 meeting.

Among the elements 
in the seven options were 
a hotel, both surface and 
structured parking, retail, 
a park plaza, housing, and 
a museum. Residential de-
velopment ranged from a 
preference for micro units to 
more traditional townhouses 
and  co-living/co-working 
units. Several westside plans 
left areas blank where deci-
sions on development could 
be made at a future date.

In preparation for creat-
ing development options 
at the June 15 meeting, the 
committee heard a summary 
of information to date, a 
development plan for the 
entire 8 acres as proposed 
by the Community Group, 

and a hotel plan presented by 
Presidio Companies. 

The Livermore City 
Council voted recently to 
extend the Exclusive Ne-
gotiating Rights Agreement 
with Presidio Companies 
until the end of November 
2017. Presidio had requested 
the extension. It allows Pre-
sidio Companies to continue 
until that time as the sole 
hotel developer identified 
for the downtown.

Architect Stephen Mac-
Cracken presented the Com-
munity Group's plan.  He 
stated, "We have a concep-
tual scheme that celebrates 
and enhances existing com-
munity qualities, as well as 
functional excellence and 
economic viability."  He 
noted that Livermore is well 
know for its science labs, 

wineries and the arts. It has 
been a leader in urban rede-
velopment on First Street.

The proposal consists 
of nine elements including 
a one acre, iconic elevated 
park and a 125 room resort 
style hotel with a 4000 sq. 
ft. conference center on 
the westside of Livermore 
Avenue. Placing the hotel 
on the westside will provide 
every room with a view 
of the  heavily landscaped 
Town Commons and/or the 
surrounding countryside.

The elevated park fea-
tures gentle sloped paths for 
easy access from both sides 
of Livermore Avenue with 
stairs and elevators through-
out. A surface level park was 
also presented as an option.

Parking includes surface 
level spaces and a 211 stall 

garage as well as the I Street 
Garage. 

The Creative Community 
housing  consists of  small 
co-living housing units in 
clusters of 36.  The plan 
shows them set toward the 
L Street edge of the old 
Lucky site and almost all 
on top floors. As a result, 
the Town Commons, hotel, 
restaurants, retail, science 
and art museum define the 
city center, not the housing.

 The eastside would fea-
ture an artisan and farmers' 
market, science museum and 
a signature restaurant, stated 
MacCracken.

He concluded, "The plan 
answers public interest in 
community open space, 
parking and traffic. We be-
lieve it is both visionary and 
practicable."

Rikesh Patel discussed 
Presidio's plans for a 125 
room hotel that would in-
clude a 1000 to 1500 sq. 
ft. conference facility. A 
restaurant and retail would 
be included with the hotel. 
He said that the eastside 
provides unique advantages 
including high north/south 

visibility and a connec-
tion to the Bankhead The-
ater. As a single use site, 
it presents advantages in 
operations and financing. He 
said that a westside hotel is 
feasible. However,  potential 
issues, including conflict 
with Blacksmith Square and 
inferior views, that could 
result in the possibility of a 
lower brand hotel because of 
potentially lower room rates.

Committee member Jean 
King provided The Inde-
pendent with a perspective 
on the city's Mid-block In-
tersection traffic study of 
Livermore Avenue between 
First Street and Railroad Av-
enue presented at last week's 
steering committee meet-
ing.  She stated, "Mid-block 
traffic is not relevant to the 
traffic problem  caused by 
an eastside hotel with 100% 
valet parking. According to 
the city's consultant, Watry 
Design, congestion at the 
intersection of Railroad and 
Livermore Avenues and 
backup on the street at the 
entrance to the I Street Ga-
rage would be so great that 
the size of the garage must 

be limited.  Traffic park-
ing consultant Dan Smith 
notes that an eastside hotel 
with 100% valet parking is 
a major contributor to this 
queuing problem."

PUBLIC COMMENT 
OFFERED

Comments during the 
meeting open to the public 
continued to focus on the 
hotel. One group urged the 
city council to move forward 
with the hotel as quickly as 
possible. They urged the 
council to separate it from 
the planning process and 
build it on the eastside of 
Livermore Avenue. That 
would allow it to move more 
quickly, they stated.

The other group of speak-
ers said that it is important to 
complete a plan for both the 
eastside and westside prop-
erties. The hotel on the west-
side would be built in con-
junction with open space, 
parking, public amenities, 
housing and retail. It would 
activate the downtown core. 
Leaving the planning for the 
westside for the future could 
result in housing over the 
entire property.

survivor Sandra Ryan. "Laughing together is so much fun. 
It brings people together and breaks down communication 
walls."

Laughter Yoga was presented by instructors Liz Nichols 
and Nancy denBroeder. 

"Laughter is healing in so many ways," said denBroeder, 
Program Supervisor at Heritage Estates Retirement Com-
munity. "It’s an aerobic exercise - it stimulates heart and 
blood circulation. It decreases stress, eases pain naturally, 
helps relieve depression and anxiety, boosts the immune 
system, and builds community. I'm so passionate about 
Laughter Yoga because I have seen it at work with my 
residents and others." 

About 75 people attended the event, most of whom 
participated in the laughter exercises which included light 
movements, clapping and yes, laughing out loud. 

"People can laugh anywhere, anytime - alone or with 
others," said denBroeder. "They need only to open their 
jaws up and give a fake laugh to get those endorphins 
flowing! We're trying to start a Laughter Yoga group in the 
Tri-Valley area, so those interested can contact me directly 
to get on the list. If someone knows of a place that would let 
us come in weekly or twice a month in the evening, either 
in Livermore or Pleasanton, they can email me that, too."

The Tri-Valley Celebration of Life is sponsored by the 
American Cancer Society, Sandra J. Wing Healing Thera-
pies Foundation, HERS Breast Cancer Foundation, Kaiser 
Permanente, San Ramon Regional Medical Center, and 
Stanford Health Care – ValleyCare. Holiday Inn donated the 
use of the Tralee Ballroom and provided light refreshments.

"I attend this event every year to honor and celebrate 
those who have survived and thrived after the trauma of 
cancer and cancer therapies," said Darlington, who is also 
a Certified Holistic and Integrative Care Nurse. "I hope 
each of us can find a way to overcome our fears and con-
tinue the unpredictable path of life with cautious optimism 
and joy. Then we can celebrate the moments of life with a 

peaceful heart."
Ryan added, "I left feeling relaxed and motivated to face 

any future challenges," . "I hope participants enjoyed the 
program and learned how to celebrate their survivorship - 
not only for cancer but for all life's challenges."

To learn more, contact Juliane Lee at juliane.lee@cancer.
org, and Nancy denBroeder at dbzone@comcast.net.

a citation for a misdemeanor 
offense with a fine of up to 
$500 and jail time of up to 
30 days in county jail.

Anyone found to be pos-
sessing fireworks that aren’t 
of the “Safe and Sane” va-
riety, such as firecrackers, 
bottle rockets, mortars, ro-
man candles or anything that 
flies/shoots through the air 
can be cited for Health and 
Safety Code violation. This 
citation can lead to a $1000 
fine and up to one year in 
county jail.

Anyone seeing or hear-
ing fireworks being used 
in Livermore, can contact 
the LPD Dispatch Center at 
(925)371-4987. Dispatchers 
will alert officers to the area 
where the fireworks are oc-
curring.
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Cable Installers Wanted!
Immediate openings for Cable Installers

No experience necessary, we will train.

$5,000 Bonus for experienced techs  
$2,500 Bonus for no experience

Benefits - Health, Dental, Vision, 401K 
Company vehicle with gas card provided

Bring current DMW report to interview. 
Call (916) 215-9309 to apply.

Open Interviews Mon-Fri 9am-3pm 
1920 Mark Ct. #190, Concord, CA

e

Don Faught, CRS, GRI
Vice President & Managing Broker 
925.251.1111
dfaught@apr.com
BRE# 00971395

INTERESTED IN A CAREER?
Are you a highly motivated individual who would entertain a NEW CAREER IN REAL ESTATE or are you an EXPERIENCED 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL that is looking for an innovative company to help you take your business to the next 
level?

Alain Pinel Realtors is just that, a team. We are a family owned company founded on integrity, professionalism and 
accountability, through a  motivated and support driven team. We have 32 offices in the San Francisco Bay Area 
and ranked #5 in the nation for agent productivity.

We will provide you with the support of a great sales team and an atmosphere of energetic, enthusiastic and 
successful real estate professionals. We have an extensive training program with skilled Mentors with proven 
results who can help you launch a NEW BUSINESS or reignite YOUR EXISTING CAREER.

Mark James
Pleasanton Office Development
REALTOR®  
Mobile: 925.216.0454 
Office: 925.251.1111 
markjames@apr.com  
www.apr.com/markjames 
BRE# 00697341

Mark Kotch
East Bay Director of  
Career Development
REALTOR®  
925.989.1581
markkotch@apr.com
BRE# 01409780

Don Faught
Vice President &  

Managing Broker
925.251.1111

dfaught@apr.com

INTERESTED IN A CAREER?
Are you a highly motivated individual who would entertain a  
NEW CAREER IN REAL ESTATE or are you an EXPERIENCED  

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL that is looking for an innovative 
company to help you take your business to the next level?  

Alain Pinel Realtors is just that, a team.

Gail Henneberry
REALTOR®

925.980.1900
ghenneberry@apr.com
ghenneberry.apr.com

Jo Ann Luisi
REALTOR®

925.321.6104
jluisi@apr.com
JoAnnLuisi.com

Kim Ott
REALTOR®

510.220.0703
kim@kimott.com
KimOtt.com

Alain Pinel Realtors is Pleased  
to Announce Our Association  
with Tracey Esling  
in Our Pleasanton Office

Experience The Difference  
Tracey Esling   925.366.8275    
tesling.apr.com

Tracey Esling
REALTOR®

925.366.8275
tesling@apr.com
tesling.apr.com

Dan Gamache
REALTOR®

925.918.0332
dangamache@apr.com
TriValleyHomeSearch.com

Amanda Pereira
REALTOR®

925.518.2887
apereira@apr.com
apereira.apr.com

Maureen Nokes
Broker Associate

925.577.2700
mnokes@apr.com
mnokes.apr.com

Sally Blaze
REALTOR®

925.998.1284
sblaze@apr.com
sblaze.apr.com

Kris Moxley
REALTOR®

925.519.9080
kmoxley.apr.com
Moxleyteam.com

Robin Young
REALTOR®

510.757.5901
ryoung@apr.com
ryoung.apr.com

Kelly King
REALTOR®

510.714.7231
lkking@apr.com
lkking.apr.com

Linda Futral
Broker/Realtor

925.980.3561
linda@apr.com
LindaFutral.com

Kat Gaskins
REALTOR®

925.963.7940
kgaskins@apr.com
KatGaskins.com

Miranda Mattos
REALTOR®

925.336.7653
miranda@apr.com
miranda.apr.com

Tyler Moxley
Broker Associate

925.518.1083
tmoxley.apr.com
Moxleyteam.com

Daniel Alpher
REALTOR®

925.548.6500
daniel@apr.com 
daniel.apr.com

Tim McGuire
REALTOR®

925.463.SOLD
tmcguire@apr.com
TimMcGuire.net

Gina Huggins
Broker Associate

925.640.3762
ghuggins@apr.com
ghuggins.apr.com

Judy Turner
REALTOR®

925.518.3115
jturner@apr.com
jturner.apr.com

Linda Traurig
REALTOR®

925.621.4073
ltraurig@apr.com
ltraurig.apr.com

Colton King
REALTOR®

925.980.6209
cking@apr.com
cking.apr.com

Lily McClanahan
REALTOR®

925.209.9328
lilym@apr.com
lilymc.apr.com

Blaise Lofland Real 
Estate Group
925.846.6500
blofland@blaiselofland.com
blaiselofland.com

Justin Ramos
REALTOR®

510.673.7004
jramos@apr.com
jramos.apr.com

Lynn Borley
REALTOR®

925.487.3371
lynnb@apr.com
lynnb.apr.com

Sara Lovett
REALTOR®

925.518.8177
slovett@apr.com
slovett.apr.com

Leigh Anne Hoffman
REALTOR®

925.918.2912
hoffmanhomesales@gmail.com

lhoffman.apr.com

Leslie Faught
REALTOR®

925.784.7979
leslie@apr.com
LeslieFaught.com

Ryan Anderson
(925) 371-RYAN (7926)

www.371RYAN.com
ryan@371ryan.com

BRE#01254257

1789 Fourth St
Livermore, CA

Top Producing Livermore  
Realtor since 1999

www.IvyLoGerfo.com
(925) 998-5312

Ivy CalBRE#01267853

Ivy
  

925 998-5312 
www.IvyLoGerfo.com 

Livermore’s Top Producing
   Real Estate Agent 2012  

   
BRE #01267853

 

DENNIS SERRAO
Broker Associate /REALTOR
Serving Livermore & Tri-Valley since 1999
dennis.rebroker@gmail.com
TriValleyHomeSellers.com
(925) 876-3756
Cal BRE#01251442

Cindy Greci
(925) 784-1243

               

Dominic Greci
(925) 525-0864

www.GreciGroup.com
BRE#01323804 BRE#01707140 

GRIGRI

Team Evans  
Excellence in Real Estate

Craig & Rebecca Evans
CalBRE #01971528 | #01498025

TeamEvansRealEstate.com
925.784.2870

SABRINA BASCOM
(925) 337-0194

sabrina.bascom@bhgtrivalley.com
Cal BRE#01848451

101 E. Vineyard Ave 
#103, Livermore, CA

Gene Williams  
REALTOR®

(510) 390-0325
www.WilliamsReGroup.com 

Cindy Williams 
REALTOR®, CRS & GRI

(925) 918-2045

Michelle Elliott
Mortgage Banker
925-212-6907 | Fax: 866-378-1616
michelle.d.elliott@chase.com
homeloans.chase.com/michelle.d.elliott
NMLS ID: 694685

Mortgage Banking
275 S K Street

Livermore, CA 94550

Sandee Utterback
(925) 487-0524

CalBRE#00855150

WWW.SANDEEU.COM
Specializing in 

Livermore’s  
Finest HomesOver Two Decades of Experience!

KRISTY PEIXOTO 
AND COMPANY
Estates, Ranches & Land Realtors

(925) 251-2536
kpeixoto@rockcliff.com
Estatesandranches.com
CalBRE #01256255

Professionals Choice  
Real Estate Directory

Local guide to the Valley’s Leading  
Real Estate Professionals & Services

(925) 980-5648
www.gailhenderson.com

Gail Henderson
Broker Associate, MPA  

 Commercial • Residential

Cal BRE
#01709171

Linda Newton
REALTOR®, GRI, SRES
(925) 216-2015

Linda.Newton@bhghome.com
BHGHome.com/LindaNewton

CalBRE# 01312631

DONNA  
GARRISON
925.980.0273

SUSAN  
SCHALL

925.519.8226

Search Tri-Valley Homes for Sale at
FabulousProperties.net

CA BRE Lic. # 01395362, 01735040, 01964566

To Place Your Ad, Call Your Account
Representative At (925) 243-8001

RESERVED FOR YOU AD.
FOR INFORMATION, 
CALL (925) 243-8000.

Brett D. Caires
Working harder for you since 1987

925.449.5888
brettdcaires@gmail.com
LIC#00958328

owner(s):
Richard G. Pascual, 841 
Montevino Dr, Pleasanton, 
CA  94566
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: May 18, 2017
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Richard G. Pascual, 
Owner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 1, 2017. Expires 
June 1, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4146. Published June 8, 15, 
22, 29, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 531800
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: First Class 
Shipping Service, 3061 In-
dependence Drive, Ste A, 
Livermore, CA  94551, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
First Class Signing Service, 
Inc., 3061 Independence 
Drive, Ste A, Livermore, 
CA  94551
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Eric D. Hill, President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 5, 2017. Expires 
June 5, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4147. Published June 8, 15, 
22, 29, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 531400
The following person(s) 
doing business as: JAM 
Services, 958 East Airway 
Blvd, Livermore, CA  94551, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
J A Momaney, Services, 
Inc, 958 E. Airway Blvd, 
Livermore, CA  94551
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Jeffrey Momaney, Presi-
dent
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 23, 2017. Expires 
May 23, 2022.

The Independent Legal No. 
4148. Published June 15, 
22, 29, July 6, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 532207
The following person(s) 
doing business as: Core 
Chiropractic, 618 N  L  St, 
Livermore, CA  94551, is 
hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Michael Brian Sue, 923 
Via Seville, Livermore, CA  
94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: August 21, 
2007
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Michael Brian Sue, 
Owner
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 15, 2017. Expires 
June 15, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4149. Published June 22, 
29, July 6, 13, 2017.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 532141
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: Ramos RE 
Group Inc, 2387 High Castle 
Ct, Livermore, CA  94550, 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Ramos RE Group Inc, 2387 
High Castle Cr, Livermore, 
CA  94550
This business is conducted 
by a Corporation
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: April 7, 2017
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Ted Ramos, President
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on June 13, 2017. Expires 
June 13, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4150. Published June 22, 
29, July 6, 13, 2017.

NOTICE OF 
30-DAy PERIOD FOR 

FINAL EA COMMENTS 

The Department of the Army 
has prepared an Environ-
mental Assessment (EA) 
to analyze the impacts that 
could result from modernizing 
and operating five training 
ranges at the Parks Re-
serve Forces Training Area, 
Alameda County, Dublin, 
California. 

The Final EA and draft Find-
ing of No Significant Impact 
(FNSI) are available at the 
Dublin Public Library (200 
Civic Plaza, Dublin, CA); 
Contra Costa County Library 
(Dougherty Station) (17017 
Bollinger Canyon Road, San 
Ramon, CA), and Pleasanton 
Public Library (400 Old Ber-
nal Avenue, Pleasanton, CA), 
and on the Internet at www.
ch2m.com/EA1.

Written comments submit-
ted by July 22, 2017, will 
be considered prior to the 
Army concluding this National 
Environmental Policy Act 
process. Written comments 
should be directed to: Mr. 
Dan Gannod, U.S. Army Gar-
rison, 620 6th Street, Dublin, 
CA 94568, or by email at 
usarmy.parks.imcom-central.
list.cpar-pao@mail.mil.

The Independent Legal No. 
4151 Published June 22, 
2017

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 531359-531361
The following person(s) do-
ing business as: 1)Comp-IT 
2)Comp IT 3)CompIT, 836 
Arbor Ct, Livermore, CA  
94550, is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Joseph Troy Saitta, 836 Ar-
bor Ct, Livermore, CA  94550
This business is conducted 
by an Individual
The date on which the reg-
istrant first commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name(s) 
listed above: N/A
Signature of Registrants:
/s/: Joseph Troy Saitta
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on May 22, 2017. Expires 
May 22, 2022.
The Independent Legal No. 
4152. Published June 22, 
29, July 6, 13, 2017.

ANIMALS
2) CATS/ DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at  
(925)426-8656

FERAL CAT FOUNDATION  
Cat & kitten adoptions now 
at the new Livermore Petco 
on Saturdays from 10:00AM 
to 2:30PM. We have many 
adorable, tame kittens that 
have been tested for FIV & 
FELV, altered & vaccinated. 
We also have adult cats & 
ranch cats for adoption.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adopt a new best friend
TVAR 

Tri-Valley Animal Rescue 

Our current weekly adoption 
events include:

Saturdays - Dogs & Pup-
pies at Farmer’s Market in 
Pleasanton. The location is 
Delucchi Park, 4501 First St. 
Hours: 10:00am to 1:00pm.

Saturdays & Sundays - Kit-
tens at Dublin PetSmart, 
6960 Amador Plaza Rd. 
Hours: 11am to 3pm.

Visit our website, WWW.
TVAR.ORG, to see adopt-
able animals, volunteer 
opportunities, and how to 
donate.

Follow TRI-VALLEY ANI-
MAL RESCUE on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.
 

EMPLOYMENT
BE WARy of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send money or 
fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you 
sign. Shop around for rates.

 

TO PLACE  
A LEGAL NOTICE OR 

CLASSIFIED AD IN THE 
INDEPENDENT

Call  (925)243-8000 
 

MERCHANDISE
118) FREE SECTION

Free Pine & Oak Wood
You cut & haul it

Lots of Pine cones, too
Please call 

(408)897-3156 

127) LOST/ FOUND

CAMERA
Found on Mocho Street, 
near Holy Cross Church, 

on May 17th
Please call 

(925)373-3575 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
155) NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 

contractors taking jobs that 
total $500 or more (labor 

and/or materials)  
be licensed by the  

Contractors State License 
Board. State law also 

requires that contractors in-
clude their license numbers 

on all advertising. Check 
your contractor’s status at  

www.cslb.ca.gov or 
(800)321-CSLB (2752). 

Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertise-
ments that they are not 

licensed by the Contractors 
State License Board.” 

REAL ESTATE 

Inland Valley 
Publishing Co.

Client Code:04126-00001
Re: Legal Notice for

Classified Ads
The Federal Fair Housing 
Act, Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, and state 
law prohibit advertisements 
for housing and employment 
that contain any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
based on protected classes, 
including race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial 
status or national origin. 
IVPC does not knowingly ac-
cept any advertisements that 
are in violation of the law. 

 
TO PLACE  

A LEGAL NOTICE OR 
CLASSIFIED AD IN 
THE INDEPENDENT
Call  (925)243-8000 
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(925) 245-0588
120 S. L St, Livermore

Family Beauty Salon

Eliambrose’s Cuts !

$2 Off
HAIRCUTS

Reg $13 - $20

$10 Off
COLOR OR 

HIGHLIGHTS
Reg $50 - $90

$8.99 MILITARY CUTS

Comedy Uncorked - Jun. 24
Visit: www.comedyuncorked.com

Gorgeous Grounds Avail. For Weddings & Events
Fine Wines Made From Our Own California  

Certified Organic Grapes

 
1356 S. Livermore Ave, CA  |  (925) 447-8941

Hours: 12-4:30pm; Closed Wed

3001 Lusitana Dr, Livermore
5 BD/4.5 BA, 4043 SqFt, 3 car garage, 13,313  

SqFt lot. The Corners neighborhood is located in  
highly desirable South Livermore in the heart of 
Livermore Wine Country! Wrap-around porch,  

a BD and full BA downstairs.  $1,575,000

Linda Newton
ReALToR® , GRI, ASP,  

SReS, SFR, CDPe
925.216.2015

Linda.Newton@bhgtrivalley.com 
CalBRE# 01312631

CaLL LinDa newton toDay!

Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®.  If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.

THE ADDRESS IS THE TRI-VALLEY

THE EXPERIENCE IS ALAIN PINEL

ALAMO  $3,795,000

230 Lark Lane  |  6bd/5ba
Janna Chestnut  |  925.876.6105

OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

PLEASANTON  $2,100,000

2306 Gloria Court  |  5bd/4.5ba
Linda Traurig  |  925.382.9746
OPEN SAT & SUN  1:00-4:00

FARMINGTON  $1,800,000

19642 Milton Road  |  4bd/2.5ba
Jo Ann Luisi  |  925.321.6104

BY APPOINTMNET

LIVERMORE  $1,389,000

2216 Pyramid Street  |  4bd/3ba
Linda Traurig  |  925.382.9746
OPEN SATURDAY 1:00-4:00    

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area  
Including Pleasanton 925.251.1111

PLEASANTON  $1,289,000

4518 Gatetree Circle  |  6bd/3ba
Tim McGuire  |  925.462.7953

BY APPOINTMENT

DUBLIN  $1,029,000

3665 Edgecomb Court  |  4bd/2.5ba
Tyler Moxley  |  925.518.1083

OPEN SUNDAY 1:00-4:00 

PLEASANTON  $949,000

1866 Northwood Court  |  4bd/2.5ba
Tim McGuire  |  925.462.7652

BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE  $899,000

1802 Whipoorwill Court  |  5bd/3ba
Miranda Mattos  |  925.336.7653

BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE  $875,000

181 Scherman Court  |  4bd/3ba
Gina Huggins  |  925.640.3762

BY APPOINTMENT

LIVERMORE  $708,888

1591 Mendocino Road  |  4bd/2ba
Jo Ann Luisi  |  925.321.6104
OPEN SAT & SUN 1:00-4:00

LIVERMORE $650,000

967 Algonquin Avenue  |  3bd/2ba
Kris Moxley  |  925.600.0990

BY APPOINTMENT

PLEASANTON  $623,000

278 Birch Creek Drive  |  2bd/2.5ba
Kris Moxley  |  925.600.0990

BY APPOINTMENT

By Carol Graham
When deciding how to 

celebrate her son's 3rd birth-
day, Tamera Nickelsberg 
chose not to do the easy 
thing. 

"Two years ago, a post on 
my Facebook page asked for 
prayers for a little boy named 
Trucker who had had brain 
surgery to remove a tumor," 
she said. "It would have been 
easy to just say how sad and 
skip by, but there was some-
thing about this little boy that 
pulled me in. He reminded 
me of my own son."

For more than a year, 
Nickelsberg followed Truck-
er's updates as he fought 
stage-four neuroblastoma. 
Though he was a year older 
than her own son, Brayden, 
and lived more than 2,300 
miles away on Maui, Truck-
er's death in March hit Nick-
elsberg hard. 

"Trucker passed away 
in his mother's arms," said 
Nickelsberg. "This little boy 
fought a horrible disease, 
almost always with a smile 
on his face. With all he was 
going through, he still lived 
his life the best he could 
and seemed to enjoy every 
moment of it. Although he 
is no longer here, he won 
his battle - he chose to live 
his life the way he wanted 
and did not let cancer define 
who he was."

As her own son's birthday 
approached, Nickelsberg 
faced a choice. 

"I could either spread 
awareness about children 
fighting cancer or go on with 
my life and forget that this 
is a reality for a lot of kids," 
she said. "I chose to con-
tinue spreading awareness, 
telling the story of Trucker 
Dukes, and helping fight in 
his memory. As Brayden's 
birthday approached and I 
saw all the toys he already 
had, I decided it would be 
a good idea to teach my son 
that giving is more reward-
ing than receiving. I told 
people that gifts were not 
needed but if they wanted 
to, they could donate to a 
pediatric cancer charity of 
their choice in memory of 
Trucker."

More than 30 people at-
tended the June 3 party at 
the Nickelsberg's Livermore 

Brayden at the fire station. Photo - Kathy Till

Birthday Party Focuses on Giving

home, with donations being 
made to organizations like 
St. Jude Children's Research 
Hospital, Childhood Cancer 
Society, National Pediatric 
Cancer Foundation, and 
Unravel Pediatric Cancer. 

"Trucker loved fire trucks 
(his dad is a firefighter) and 
my son also loves anything 
with wheels, so it was obvi-
ous that Brayden's party 
needed to be all about fire 
trucks," said Nickelsberg. 
"We had a fire truck piñata 
and birthday cake, and took 
the kids to play on an old fire 
truck around the corner from 
our house." 

Grandmother Kathy Till 
said, "Seeing the looks on 
the children's and adults' fac-
es when they saw the white 
fire truck on Old First Street 
was my favorite moment. 
They were all acting like 
kids. We also took Brayden 
to Fire Station 6 on his actual 
birthday, June 1. That was 
his real birthday gift, which 
he really enjoyed." 

Although Brayden and 
Trucker, and their families, 
have never met, the two 

boys' stories are now inter-
twined. 

"Having people donate 
was far more rewarding than 
receiving more gifts we did 
not need," Nickelsberg said. 
"I want my son to realize that 
while it is nice to receive 
gifts every once in a while, it 
can be even better to give to 
others. I hope that others will 
want to do something like 
this in the future and bring 
awareness to something that 
means a lot to them."

To learn more, visit www.
facebook.com/TeamTruck-
er. 

Lawrence Elementary 
School will open its doors 
in 2017-18, welcoming stu-
dents in transitional kinder-
garten through fifth grade. 
The Board of Education 
of the Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School District 
(LVJUSD) voted unani-
mously at the June 13, meet-
ing to name the satellite 
campus in recognition of 
the scientific legacy of the 
Livermore community. 

The vote was 4-0, with 
Trustee Kate Runyon ab-
sent. 

The school, formerly 
Portola Elementary, was 
designated as a satellite 
campus earlier this year to 
house students leaving the 
Livermore Valley Charter 
School and enrolling in the 
school district.

The naming process for 
Lawrence Elementary be-
gan in April 2017 when the 
Board of Education deter-
mined that there was a per-
manent need for the satellite 
campus. Following the Dis-
trict’s Procedures for Nam-
ing New Schools, a com-
mittee of staff, students, and 
community members met 
to suggest school names. 
The committee invited all 
school community members 
to share ideas, generating 
over 150 suggestions. The 
committee considered the 
suggestions along with the 
criteria for naming a school, 
invited students and the 
community to vote for their 
top choices, and ultimately 
recommended three names 
to the Board at the June 
meeting. They were Rail-

road Elementary, Lawrence 
Elementary and Sycamore 
Grove Elementary.

Students Claire Gresham 
and Megan Rivera joined 
the school's Principal Kris-
tie Starkovich at the Board 
meeting to ask that the Board 
make a final selection. When 
asked  by board president 
Craig Bueno which name 
they preferred, both students 
replied, “Lawrence Elemen-
tary!”

Starkovich, principal 
of Lawrence Elementary, 
said, “We are honored to 
be named after Lawrence 
Livermore National Labora-
tory, a facility that is highly 
regarded for its cutting-edge 
science, technology and en-
gineering.” Starkovich add-
ed that the school is already 
pursuing a focus in Science, 
Technology, Engineering, 
Arts, and Math (STEAM). 
“The name of Lawrence 
Elementary is perfect for our 
school, as we provide our 
students with the foundation 
for a lifelong love of science 
and technology,” she added.

Lynda Seaver, Director of 
Public Affairs for the Law-
rence Livermore National 
Laboratory (LLNL), shared 
the Lab’s enthusiasm about 
the new name, she said, 
“What a great honor to be 
recognized by the Livermore 
School District.” 

She added, “Back in 
2012, our Laboratory named 
element 116 on the periodic 
table, which our researchers 
discovered, Livermorium. in 

recognition of the city. We 
never expected this kind of 
reciprocation. We’re very 
proud to be a part of this 
community and we’re for-
tunate to have its continued 
support.”

Kelly Bowers, Ed.D., 
Superintendent of Schools, 
declared,. “Our commu-
nity partnerships continue 
to enrich our District. This 
school’s name reflects our 
ongoing commitment to 
educating students who will 
make the world a better 
place.”

Starkovich shared that 
Lawrence Elementary will 
have a Labrador as its mas-
cot. “I’m looking forward 
to welcoming the Lawrence 
“Labs” to their new school 
in August,” she said.

 

Elementary School Is 
Named for E.O. Lawrence 



SECTION A
Thursday, June 22, 2017

“Lord, what fools these mortals be!” exclaims the mischie-
vous fairy, Puck. The foolishness of humans is taken to 
comic heights in Shakespeare’s most popular play, A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream, playing at Wente Vineyards Estate Win-
ery and Tasting Room this July.

Livermore Shakespeare Festival chose this play to follow two 
years of teaching their So Wise So Young 10-week literacy program in 
all the second grade classrooms in the Livermore Valley Joint Unified 
School District. “We’ve always been about connecting the diverse 
strands of our community,” said LSF board member Patricia Munro, 
“producing great theater is the way we’ve chosen to do it.” “The 
community of LSF now includes second graders on up to seasoned 
professionals with masters degrees,” added Lisa Tromovitch, the 
artistic director. With so many Livermore kids knowledgeable about 
the play, and Midsummer being a family favorite, because it includes 
fairies, magic, and young people running around the forest, it seemed 
a natural choice for summer of 2017.

Director Gary Armagnac added, "Our production is placed in a 
very magical environment at Wente Vineyards. Shakespeare outdoors, 
at night, surrounded by the hills and the vines is pretty hard to beat! 
The venue lends itself to a play taking place in a fairy kingdom. 
"Shakespeare also reminds us that we are more fully human when we 
are in nature, as opposed to the city. All of the characters end up in the 
forest. In the forest, at night, magic is possible."

Producing in-the-round allows the costume designer to create the 
visual world of the play, which starts out in court, but quickly moves 
into nature. "We really want to show the two different worlds our 
characters experience. The first world a clean cut country club feel, 
where everything is very 'black and white,’ versus the explosion of 
color in the forest and fairy kingdom." 

Designer Jonathan Singer returns after costuming last year’s The 
Tempest. With over 25 costumes to build, the college apprentices 
are hard at work. A new relationship with Las Positas College builds 
on the school’s successful costume class, taking students to the next 
step in their training by interning with the theater company. Veteran 
costumer Kathryn Quinnell is offering her services as a guest teacher. 
“The craft of costuming is one that is taught one-on-one. This rela-
tionship builds on LPC’s certification program for technical theater. 
It’s a very exciting partnership for LPC and LSF,” agreed Titian Lish, 
director of the Department of Theater and Performing Arts.

Livermore Shakespeare Festival will produce Shakespeare’s A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, directed by Gary Armagnac from June 
29th to July 16th, 2017 and Edmond Rostand’s Cyrano de Bergerac 
adapted and directed by Lisa A. Tromovitch from July 13th to July 
30th at Wente Vineyards Estate Winery and Tasting Room on Tesla 
Road in Livermore. For more information visit LivermoreShakes.org 
or call (925) 443-BARD.

Appearing in A Midsummer Night’s Dream will be Russ Marcel and Mary Ann Rodgers. Costumes 
by Jonathan Singer. Photo by Gregg Le Blanc, CumulusLight.com.

 A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream at 
Wente Vineyards
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San Francisco Shakespeare Festival will present 
"Hamlet," as its 35th Anniversary Free Shakespeare 
in the Park program.

Performances will take place at Pleasanton's Ama-
dor Valley Community Park on July 1, 2, 8, 9, 15 and 
16 at 7:30 p.m. The park is located at the corner of 
Santa Rita Road and Black Avenue.

Free Shakespeare in the Park has now been a tradi-
tion in the Bay Area for 35 years, and the company 
is celebrating that anniversary by producing Shake-
speare’s timeless tragedy in the park for the first time.

Directed by SF Shakes Resident Artist Stephen 
Muterspaugh, Hamlet will feature Davern Wright* 
in the title role. The rest of the cast includes Rolf 
Saxon* as Claudius, Leontyne Mbele-Mbong as 
Gertrude, Sharon Huff* as Polonius, Julian Lopez-
Morillas* as The Ghost/Player King/1st Gravedig-
ger, Kieran Beccia as Ophelia, Sydney Schwindt 
as Laertes, Nathaniel Andalis as Horatio, Melissa 
Quine* as Rosencrantz/Marcellus/Osric, and Radhika 
Rao as Guildenstern/Barnardo/2nd Gravedigger.

The modern-dress production will highlight con-
temporary political parallels within Hamlet. The play, 
about the questionable succession of King Claudius 
to the throne of Denmark over his nephew Prince 
Hamlet, speaks strongly about disenfranchisement, 
frustration, and the need for action during troubled 
times. Muterspaugh will direct this production after 
co-directing The Taming of the Shrew with Artistic 
Director Rebecca Ennals in 2014 and directing four 
seasons of the company’s Shakespeare On Tour. Also 
returning to the Festival’s mainstage production is 
Scenic Designer Jay Lasnik, who designed The Win-
ter’s Tale in 2016.

*denotes a member of Actor’s Equity Association
Admission is free. For more information, call the 

San Francisco Shakespeare Festival at (415) 558-
0888 or visit www.sfshakes.org

 

Jazz in July, an annual Livermore tradition, once again 
takes over the Civic Center Library for five programs by 
top jazz artists. All programs are on Sundays at 2 p.m. at 
the Civic Center Library, 1188 South Livermore Avenue. 
They are all free of charge, thanks to the Friends of the 
Livermore Library. No reservations required. Parking and 
seats are limited.

This year’s lineup: 
July 2: Dave Rocha Jazz Group kicks off Jazz in July: 

Based in the San Francisco, Bay Area, Dave Rocha has 
been performing with his jazz group for more than 20 
years. He has played in a number of major cities, includ-
ing New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco and Seattle. 
His band plays an eclectic mix of jazz standards (by Miles 
Davis, Wayne Shorter, John Coltrane, etc.) “pop” tunes 
(Cole Porter, Gershwin and Jobim) and original composi-
tions. In addition to his trumpet expertise, Rocha is also 
an accomplished flugelhorn player. This instrument is 
similar to the trumpet, but has a larger bell, which gives it 
a darker, mellower sound.

The annual “Brilliance at 
the Bankhead” gala will of-
ficially open the Livermore 
Valley Performing Arts 
Center’s 2017-2018 Season 
on Saturday, September 
9, 2017. Headlining the 
evening will be Grammy 
Award-winning folk rock 
duo, the Indigo Girls, 
known for their signature 
harmonies and lyrics on 
such hits as “Galileo,” 
“Closer to Fine,” and 
“Watershed.” The largest 
fundraising event of the 
year for the Livermore Val-
ley Performing Arts Center, 
the gala supports both the 
Bankhead Theater and the 
Bothwell Arts Center.

“Brilliance at the 
Bankhead” will begin with 
a reception on the plaza in 
front of the theater featur-
ing chef-attended food 
stations catered by Wente 
Vineyards, a full bar and 
the big band music of 
the East Bay Jazz High 
School All Stars Band. The 
Indigo Girls will take the 
stage with the Livermore-
Amador Symphony at 8:00 
p.m. Live and silent auction 
items, including travel, tick-
ets, tours, wine, jewelry, art 

pieces and more, will be on 
display in the lobby through 
intermission. Dessert will 
be served both during inter-
mission and after the show. 

Presenting sponsors 
for the 2017 event are the 
Fletcher family, Jean King 
and the Priem Family Foun-
dation. Additional sponsors 

include Beets Hospitality 
Group, Diablo Magazine, 
The Independent, Lance 
Cavalieri Jewelers, Liver-
more-Amador Symphony, 
Shea Homes, the Watkins 
family, Wente Catering, the 
Carlings, Colliers Interna-
tional, Kathy and Pat Coyle, 
Fremont Bank, Souza 

Balazs, Visit Tri-Valley, 
Mark and Joyce Eaton, and 
Faye and Lee Younker. 

The Bankhead Theater is 
located at 2400 First Street 
in downtown Livermore. 
Tickets may be purchased 
at the box office, online at 
www.bankheadtheater.org 
or by calling 373-6800.

This year, Rocha will be coming to the Library with 
some new personnel in the band as well as some brand 
new compositions. In general, the group will play 

Free Shakespeare 
in the Park 

Presents Hamlet  

Jazz in July at the Livermore Library Begins July 2

(continued on page 4)

Dave Rocha

Indigo Girls to launch LVPAC Presents season.

Gala Opens 2017-2018 Season at the Bankhead
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The Firehouse Arts Cen-
ter in Pleasanton announces 
a brand new concept in the 
“learn & sip” events world. 
Strum & Spirits with David 
Victor, former guitarist and 
lead vocalist of the multi-
platinum band Boston, 
will hold two sessions in 
the Firehouse Theater this 
summer: June 29, and again 
August 24 (different songs 
at 2nd session), both start-
ing at 7:30 p.m.

“Strum & Spirits” is an 
interactive, social way for 
beginners to learn to play 
the guitar, discover some 
rock ‘n roll history, experi-
ence new wines and of 
course have fun and laughs 

Learn Rock Guitar Plus Taste Wine at the 
Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasanton 

along the way. “It’s like a 
paint-and-sip class, only 
more rockin’.” says Victor.

Led by guitarist/vocalist 
David Victor, each ses-
sion is a complete les-
son, where David “takes 
each group by the hand 
and gently introduces the 
fundamental concepts of the 
guitar” while spiking the 
experience with humor-
ous behind-the-scenes and 
on-the-road stories from his 
wide ranging rock ‘n roll 
adventures, including the 
recent tours and recordings 
with Boston.

“No experience re-
quired.” In fact, notes 
David, people will probably 

get more out of it if they 
don’t know anything about 
guitar playing. Participants 
don’t even need to own a 
guitar, as a wide variety of 
guitars will be available at 
the venue (must select the 
“plus guitar” ticket when 
registering). Personal gui-
tars may be brought along 
to use for the evening if 
desired. 

Victor also emphasizes 
that folks are more than 
welcome if they prefer 
to “lurk and observe.” A 
huge plus for the Firehouse 
evenings will be a casual 
acoustic mini-performance 
by Victor to wrap up the 
night, including some of 
the biggest Boston hits, and 
even a few of his originals. 

Tickets: $39 regular 
(bring your own guitar); 

$49 including guitar rental; 
$25 spectator. Tickets can 
be purchased online at 
www.firehousearts.org, by 
calling 931-4848, and in 
person at the Box Office, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. Box Office 
hours are Wednesday - 
Friday  noon-6:00 p.m. and 
Saturdays 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m., and two hours prior to 
the event if not sold out.

The wine pairing for 
June 29 features “The 
Fiend” from Tooth & Nail 
Vineyards of Paso Robles. 
Please note: beverages not 
included in event ticket; 
may be purchased sepa-
rately.

First 40 participants will 
join David up on the beauti-
ful Firehouse stage for the 
evening’s fun.

 

Whistlestop Writers will host an open mic for writers 
of all genres and abilities on Wednesday, June 28, 2017, 
from 6:45 to 9:00 p.m. at Swirl on the Square, 21 South 
Livermore Avenue, in downtown Livermore. 

Planned is an evening of  food, wine, and writing. Cyn-
thia Patton, the event’s host, says, “Even if you don’t have 
something to read, come listen to talented local writers. 
Prepare to be inspired.” 

The Whistlestop Writers Open Mic will continue on 
the fourth Wednesday of each month. For more informa-
tion go to http://facebook.com/WhistlestopWriters or call 
925-890-6045.

925.373.6800    •    LVPAC.org      
2400 First Street, Downtown Livermore

Cirque des Bêtes
CIRCUS PERFORMING ARTS 

AND BURLESQUE SHOW
Fri JUN 23 at 7pm
Sat JUN 24 at 7pm

21 and Older Only
At the Bothwell Arts Center

Dancing Through 
the Decades

LIVERMORE SCHOOL 
OF DANCE

JUN 23 & 24 at 7pm
JUNIOR SHOWCASE
Sat JUN 24 at 2pm

Crawdad 
Republic

AMERICANA, FOLK & 
BLUEGRASS MUSIC

Tue JUN 20 at 6:45pm
On the Bankhead Plaza

The Lettermen
TIMELESS SOUND 

OF ROMANCE
Fri JUL 21 at 8pm

Coming in July!

Art & Wine
Intertwined

Visitor Center & Gallery’s Free Welcome Event

Sun JUN 25 • 1-4pm

with music from 
The Hurricane 

Band

ESTATE WINERY 
& TASTING ROOM

SHAKESPEARE 
FESTIVAL

Liverm�e

D irected by
Gary Armagnac

ADAPTED AND D irected by
L isa A .  Tromo vitch
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            d
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David Victor

Whistlestop Writers to Host 
Open Mic for Writers
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“straight-ahead,” modern 
jazz, with an eclectic mix of 
rhythms, tempos and styles. 

July 9: Tod Dickow and 
Charged Particles play the 
music of Michael Brecker: 
Michael Brecker was an 
innovator on the tenor 
saxophone whose unique 
voice and approach to the 
instrument influenced every 
performing saxophonist. 
Winner of 15 Grammy 
Awards, he was a prolific 
composer and leader of The 
Brecker Brothers, Steps 
Ahead, the Pat Metheny-
Michael Brecker Special 
Quartet, and other bands. At 
this show, Brecker’s music 
will be played by tenor 
saxophonist Tod Dickow 
with renowned Bay Area 
jazz trio Charged Particles 
(Murray Low, Aaron Ger-
main, and Jon Krosnick). 
The performance will 
include complex arrange-
ments, fun funky and Latin 
rhythms, plenty of swing-
ing, and touching romantic 
ballads.

July 16: Kurt Ribak 
Quartet: Kurt Ribak 
(pronounced REE-bok, 
like the shoes) is a bassist, 
bandleader, and songwriter, 
whose music has been de-
scribed as “soulful, acces-
sible, and eclectic original 
jazz.” Ribak learned early 

on that he loved compo-
sition and songwriting. 
Early tunes reflect a strong 
Thelonious Monk influ-
ence, while others reflect 

his love of the great Charles 
Mingus. Later tunes bring 
to mind Horace Silver, Lee 
Morgan, and the South 
African composer, Abdul-
lah Ibrahim. 

July 23: Mimi Fox per-
forms Lennon/McCartney: 
World-renowned guitarist/
recording artist/composer 
Mimi Fox presents a special 
concert eloquently render-
ing the music of Lennon/
McCartney in an intimate 
solo guitar setting.  Fox has 
been named a winner in 
six consecutive DownBeat 
magazine international crit-
ics’ polls, and has headlined 
the most prestigious venues 
from the Newport Folk Fes-
tival to the Montreal Jazz 
Festival. 

July 30: Kalil Wilson 
& the Dan Marschak Trio: 
Long-time collabora-
tors Kalil Wilson, Dan 
Marschak, Cindy Browne-
Rosefield, and Genius 
Wesley share an intimate 
afternoon of re-imagined 
standards and vibrant origi-
nals.  Wilson will be joined 
by his regular trio: Dan 
Marschak, Cindy Browne-
Rosefield, and Genius 
Wesley. 

For additional events, 
check the library’s website 
at www.livermorelibrary.
net.

 

Music in the Orchard 
concert series, in its fifth 
year at the Purple Orchid 
Wine Country Resort and 
Spa, will take place the last 
Thursdays of June, July, 
August and September. 
Bring a blanket or lawn 
chair and relax under the 
olive trees of Livermore's 
finest resort at 4549 Cross 
Road to listen to music 
while supporting local 
students. 

The Pedrozzi Foundation 
is once again a beneficiary 
of the enjoyable outdoor 
concert series presented by 
the Purple Orchid, Notting-
ham Cellars, and Posada 
Restaurant. The Foundation 
was established by Liver-
more businessman Mario 
Pedrozzi, so it is appropri-

This summer Livermore 
Valley Performing Arts 
Center has put a greater 
emphasis on bringing all 
aspects of the arts to young 
people, offering a series 
of interactive, hands-on 
camps and workshops that 
tie exploration of the arts to 
regular school curriculum. 

The “Some Have Great-
ness” program, created 
in collaboration with the 
Livermore Shakespeare 
Festival, offers an oppor-
tunity for young people 
to discover or expand 
their theatrical arts experi-
ence under the guidance 
of professional actors. 
The two-week afternoon 
program runs Monday 
through Friday, from July 
17 through July 28, 2017 
at the Bothwell Arts Center 
located at 2466 Eighth 
Avenue in Livermore. 

The “Some Have Great-
ness” summer theater camp, 
presented by Teaching 
Artists from Livermore 
Shakespeare Festival, 
offers a special blend of 
skill building and perfor-
mance for students in two 
grade levels. Building on 

ate for local businesses to 
join together to support 
local students.

This year’s line-up 
includes: Toree McGee 
on June 29, Meredith and 
The Mercenaries on July 
27, Crawdad Republic 
on August 31, and Saint 
Ashbury on September 28. 
All concerts are from 6:00 – 
9:00 pm.

Awarding winning wines 
by Nottingham Cellars, 
beer from local breweries 
and food by area favorite 
Posada Restaurant will be 
available for purchase. No 
outside food or beverage 
allowed.

A portion of proceeds 
from ticket, beverage and 
food sales supports the 
work of the Pedrozzi Foun-

dation, helping expand the 
Foundation’s impact. In ad-
dition to awarding scholar-
ships to Livermore students, 
the Foundation works to 
help create a career and col-
lege bound culture among 
all Livermore students 
and families – especially 
those in underrepresented 
and underserved com-
munities.  The Foundation 
recently awarded $408,500 
in scholarships to 112 local 
students. Learn more at 
Pedrozzi.org. 

Tickets are $14 in 
advance or $20 at the door. 
Purchase tickets online at 
PurpleOrchid.com. Ad-
vanced tickets also avail-
able at Nottingham Cellars, 
2245 C So Vasco, Liver-
more.

the success of Livermore 
Shakespeare Festival’s “So 
Wise So Young” second 
grade program, “Some 
Have Greatness” branches 
out from literacy to perfor-
mance, building confidence 
and collaborative skills, as 
well as expressivity and 
creativity along the way. 

Students entering grades 
3–5 will spend some time 
crafting costumes and 
props, as well as in age-
appropriate theater games. 
Students entering grades 
6-8 will focus on delving 
deeper into script analysis 
and character development 
with activities designed 
to help the students relate 
the character’s stories to 
their own lives and experi-
ences. Theater games and 
improv exercises will also 
be a part of the curriculum. 
The program ends with a 
performance for family and 
friends led by the Teach-
ing Artists from Livermore 
Shakespeare Festival. 

“Some Have Greatness” 
will run Monday through 
Friday, 1:00 pm. to 4:00 
p.m., for the full two weeks 
and costs just $350 per 

student. Prior to the first 
week of the program, from 
July 17–21, a bring-your-
own-lunch extended care 
option can be added for an 
additional fee. A discount 
is offered to Livermore resi-
dents and a limited number 
of scholarships are avail-
able through the LVPAC 
Education Fund. Contact 
Kiran Guleria for more 
information 925-583-2312.

In addition, the Both-
well Arts Center is offering 
three different one-week 
art camps where students 
can have fun experimenting 
with a variety of mediums 
and materials, as well as a 
one week creative writ-
ing camp with a focus on 
storytelling. Derik Nelson 
and Family will bring their 
signature sibling harmonies 
to the Bankhead Theater 
in a multimedia concert 
on August 4th then lead a 
week-long workshop on 
singing, songwriting and 
performance skills for 
students in grades 6-12. For 
more information and reg-
istration, visit www.lvpac.
org/bothwell.

 

JAZZ IN JULY
(continued from page 2)

Mimi Fox

Kalil Wilson & the Dan Marschak Trio

 Kurt Ribak

'Some Have Greatness' Program Created in 
Collaboration with Livermore Shakespeare

Toree McGee Featured in First Music in the
Orchard Concert at the Purple Orchid



 June 22, 2017  •  The Independent 5

V I N E Y A R D S

T H E  C O N C E RT S
At

©
 2

01
7 

W
EN

TE
 V

IN
EY

A
RD

S.
 A

LL
 R

IG
H

TS
 R

ES
ER

VE
D

. 1
17

3

V I N E Y A R D S

T H E  C O N C E RT S
At

CHRIS ISAAK
Wednesday, 7/12

ALANIS MORISSETTE
Friday, 7/14

MATT NATHANSON
Tuesday, 7/18

KENNY ROGERS’ FINAL WORLD TOUR:
THE GAMBLER’S L AST DEAL WITH SPECIAL GUEST 
LINDA DAVIS

Wednesday, 7/26

DIANA KRALL
Tuesday, 8/1

THE BAND PERRY
Thursday, 8/3

JOAN JETT AND THE BLACKHEARTS
Wednesday, 8/9

BOZ SCAGGS
& MICHAEL MCDONALD

Tuesday, 8/15

SEAL
Wednesday, 8/16

TOTO  
AND PAT BENATAR & NEIL GIRALDO

Monday, 8/21

DWIGHT YOAKAM 
WITH SPECIAL GUESTS 
LOS LOBOS & KING LEG

Thursday, 8/24

SMOKEY ROBINSON
Wednesday, 8/30

COLLECTIVE SOUL
Thursday, 8/31

GEORGE THOROGOOD AND THE DESTROYERS 
“ROCK PART Y TOUR 2017”

Tuesday, 9/19

V I S I T  W W W.W E N T E V I N E YA R D S . C O M /C O N C E R T S  F O R  T I C K E T  I N F O R M AT I O N .

Each year the Livermore Area Youth Advisory Commission hosts an essay/art contest 
for Livermore middle and high schoolers. This year the contest centered around three 
subtopics: stress, well being and solitude.

Middle school first place went to 7th grader Daphne Yan, for her entry "Eyes."
 

EYES
When my eyes deceived me, And I had no mentality
I dreamed of dreams, And realized the reality.

The hugs I had imagined,
And kisses to which I would wake, Were all just a facade,
A wall that I would make.

I can close my lids, And see loves abound, Then open my eyes, And not a ghost around.

The people who I thought,
'Were around with me always, Had all fled away from me, And never came back to stay.

I pleaded myself,
Too shake me from this, To dream again of past,
But this they refused to miss.

The melody of the dark, The lyrics of harsh words,
The beat of my frightened heart,
\Vere now on repeat and slurred.

The coldness that closed in, The fear of my own glee,
The darkness in which I was trapped, Were all my eyes could see.

Art submitted by Kate Sire was the 1st place winner in the high school division.

Essay/Art Contest Winners Announced
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Aretha Franklin and 
Andy Warhol - on the 
surface, these two people 
seem to have nothing in 
common, except for the fact 
that they were both famous 
60s artists. They also shared 
a significant date. On June 
3, 1968, one of Franklin’s 
greatest hits, “Respect,” 
hit number one on the 
Billboard charts, and on 
that same day pop cultural 
artist Warhol was shot. One 
happy event, one tragic 
event, joined together, per-
haps unwittingly, perhaps 
ironically, in the murky 
waters of the past. I decided 
to dredge my memory to 
see whether there really are 
no more than six degrees of 
separation between the lives 
of any two people. This 
month I will take a look at 
Aretha Franklin, and next 
month at Andy Warhol.

The first thing that 
comes to mind when I think 
of Aretha, the Queen of 
Soul, who would be known 
mostly throughout her 
career by one name, just 
like Elvis, Prince, and Be-
yonce, is her voice and her 
personal style of phrasing 
and presentation. I admit, 
I didn’t take right away to 
her screamed notes. When 
I first heard her sing, I was 
studying opera, where the 
emphasis was on producing 
beautiful tones, at least in 
the bel canto repertoire I 
was learning. It took awhile 
before I became mesmer-
ized by the raw passion 
behind her voice, and de-

Yesterday into Today
By Sarah Bobson

ARETHA AND ANDY
little bit) 

The lyrics play with the 
notions of respect and other 
matters:

Ooo, your kisses (oo)
Sweeter than honey (oo)
And guess what? (oo)
So is my money (oo)
 
The main message of the 

song is further hammered 
home:

R-E-S-P-E-C-T
Find out what it means 

to me
R-E-S-P-E-C-T
 
Aretha modified Red-

ding’s original song, which 
he composed from a male 
point of view, where the 
man expects respect from 
his woman when he gets 
home. Aretha changed 
the lyrics to focus on the 
woman waiting at home 
and added a chorus to give 
the song a feminist slant. 
The song’s transformation 
transformed her career. 
However, it did more than 
that. In calling for “respect” 
between men and women, it 
empowered both the wom-
en's rights movement (it is 
considered by many as the 
feminist anthem of the 60s) 
and the civil rights move-
ment as well. "Respect" hit 
the top of the charts four 
months later and turned 

four other artists: filmmaker 
George Lucas, actress 
and singer Rita Moreno, 
conductor Seiji Ozawa, 
and actress Cicely Tyson). 
As Aretha, accompanying 
herself on the piano, sang 
the first few words, King, 
who sat in the audience in a 
place of honor next to Pres-
ident and Michelle Obama, 
began to gesture wildly, 
clutching her head and her 
heart, seemingly unable to 
contain her surprise and 
joy at the tribute. Aretha’s 
performance also brought 
President Obama to tears.

For an artist who seems 
to have done it all (oh yes, 
she has also acted in films 
like The Blues Brothers 
with John Belushi and Dan 
Aykroyd), Aretha has even 
tried her hand … uh, her 
voice ... at opera, surpris-
ingly enough. Who would 
have thought? Certainly not 
me way back in the 60s. At 
the 1998 Grammy Awards, 
she filled in for ailing 
Luciano Pavarotti, one of 
the greatest opera singers 
of the 20th century, or any 
century in my humble opin-
ion. Aretha, introduced by 
Sting, sang Pavarotti’s sig-
nature piece, the “Nessun 
Dorma” aria from Puccini’s 
Turandot. I don't always 

veloped an appreciation for 
her blending of rhythm and 
blues, jazz, and her African-
American gospel roots. 

Aretha began singing 
gospel in the Detroit church 
of her minister/singer fa-
ther, the Rev. C. L. Frank-
lin, but in 1960 at the age of 
18 she switched to secular 
songs. In the late 60s, she 
recorded two of her greatest 
hits, Otis Redding’s “Re-
spect” and Carole King’s 
“(You Make Me Feel Like) 
A Natural Woman.” 

I still remember the 
first time I heard her sing-
ing “Respect.” The love 
song, of sorts, which she 
paradoxically recorded on 
Valentine’s Day in 1967, 
opens with the suggestive 
rock strains of horns and 
guitar, followed by Aretha 
singing in her almost shrill, 
piercing soprano words that 
are equally as suggestive: 

(oo) What you want
(oo) Baby, I got
(oo) What you need
(oo) Do you know I got 

it?
 
This is followed by the 

refrain and the accompany-
ing message that is prob-
ably best remembered:

(oo) All I'm askin'
(oo) Is for a little respect 

when you get home (just a 

Aretha into a feminist 
champion. Rolling Stone 
has since named "Respect" 
one of the top five greatest 
songs of all time.

Aretha has recorded so 
many great songs. She has 
sold over 75 million records 
worldwide and was the 
first female performer to 
be inducted into the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame. Her 
songs range from gospel 
tunes like “Amazing Grace” 
to R&B tunes like “Mid-
night Train to Georgia” 
to jazzy “At Last” to pop 
show/movie tunes/love 
songs like “People” (one of 
Barbra Streisand’s signature 
pieces) and “Try a Little 
Tenderness” to folk tunes 
like “Natural Woman.” 
Aretha has topped the Bill-
board charts more than any 
other female artist. 

She had the honor of 
singing (her own gospel 
rendition of) “America, My 
Country ‘Tis of Thee” at 
President Obama’s Inau-
guration in January 2008. 
She again paid tribute 
to Obama, reportedly an 
Aretha fan, and to Carole 
King as well, when she 
sang King’s “(You Make 
Me Feel Like) A Natural 
Woman” at the Kennedy 
Center awards ceremony 
honoring Ms. King and 

catch the Grammys, but I 
happened to be watching it 
on television that night, and 
I held my breath to see how 
the Queen of Soul would, 
or even could, handle this 
most moving of tenor arias. 
With traditional orchestra-
tion, she began singing in 
Italian and then segued to 
English, adding her charac-
teristic soul ornamentations 
and jazz improvisations. I 
wondered what she would 
do with the ending of the 
aria, which concludes with 
but one word, “Vincero,” 
“I will triumph.” In the 
opera’s final act, Calaf, 
a beggar who is really a 
prince in disguise, melts the 
cold, cold heart of the Prin-
cipessa Turandot with this 
final word to win her hand 
in marriage. Would Aretha 
sing it in English or Italian? 
I felt she had to sing the 
word in Italian because I 
didn’t think it would have 
the same ring or power or 
effect in English. For the 
ending of the aria, Aretha, 
indeed, segued back to 
Italian and belted out those 
strong notes of hers. This 
night, though, they truly 
captured Calaf’s fortitude 
in winning over Turandot. 
Aretha’s passionate inter-
pretation and unique way 
of singing “Nessun dorma” 
melted the audience’s heart, 
mine as well, and brought 
the house down.

 
In the next column: 

Andy Warhol. 

The Red, White & Brew Fest and Sip, Savor & Wager 
Wine Fest are back for live horse racing at Alameda 
County Fair

 Both events will be held at Pleasanton’s historic infield 
track on race days. Besides unlimited sampling, attendees 
can enjoy lawn games, wagering and the live horse racing 
up close. Special event pricing applies.

 • Red, White & Brew Fest – Saturday, June 24, 

2-5PM; general admission $45, designated drive $20.  
More than 25 top breweries will be pouring a variety of 
craft beers. http://annual.alamedacountyfair.com/entertain-
ment/live-music-special-events/red-white-brew-fest

 • Sip, Savor & Wager Wine Fest – Saturday, July 1, 
2-5PM; 2-5PM; general admission $45, designated drive 
$20.   More than 50 top wineries will be pouring their 
best red, white & sparkling wines. http://annual.alamed-

acountyfair.com/entertainment/live-music-special-events/
sip-savor-wager

 Ticket price for both events includes Fair admission, 
exclusive infield access, unlimited sampling, tasting glass, 
racing program & tip sheet. Must be 21 or older to attend.

 For participating breweries & wineries or to purchase 
tickets, visit the Fair’s website at alamedacountyfair.com.

 

Red, White & Brew Fest and Sip, Savor & Wager Wine Fast planned at the Alameda County Fair
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The Pleasanton Unified School District has selected Janet Gates as the new Principal 
of Donlon Elementary School. She will begin her new role at Donlon on July 1, 2017 
after serving the last three years as Vice Principal of Lydiksen Elementary School.

At Lydiksen, she was instrumental in bringing a number of enrichment programs for 
parents and students including the Project Lead the Way Launch Program, School Smarts 
parent engagement program, and an exchange program that provided a window into 
another culture by bringing students and school administrators from the Liuxia Sister 
School in China.

In addition to her experience as a school site leader, Mrs. Gates spent 16 years in the 
classroom, including 11 years in Pleasanton teaching AVID, Life and Earth Science, and 
Health at Harvest Park Middle School. She holds a Masters of Arts in Teacher Leader-
ship from St. Mary’s College.

She attends and leads training for both District staff and community members to build 
capacity for more equitable curriculum, classrooms and community as part of the Seek-
ing Educational Equity and Diversity (SEED) Project.

She lives in Pleasanton with her husband and their dog, Snickers. She has three grown 
daughters, Lizzy, Elaina, and Caroline.

 

Sunflower Hill will be 
honored as Nonprofit of the 
Year for the 16th Assembly 
District at a special celebra-
tion at the State Capitol in 
Sacramento on Wednesday 
June 28. The selection was 
made by Assemblywoman 
Catharine Baker (R-16). 
The organization will join 
nearly one hundred other 
nonprofits from across the 
state as part of the second 
annual California Nonprof-
its Day, an event formally 
recognized by Assembly 
Concurrent Resolution 54, 
and authored by the chair 
of the new Assembly Select 
Committee on the Nonprofit 
Sector Assemblywoman 
Monique Limon (D-Santa 
Barbara). 

Assemblywoman 
Catharine Baker stated, 
“I am pleased to recog-
nize Sunflower Hill as our 
Non-Profit of the Year. This 
local organization not only 
creates an environment of 
hope and purpose for spe-
cial needs adults, but it also 
enhances their life ahead. 
Our community is better 
and enriched by Sunflower 
Hill, their garden and their 
planned residential com-
munities.”

By Carol Graham
There's a new place to 

hang out while enjoying 
Livermore's picturesque 
downtown. Vitality Bowls 
opened on May 25, at 2175 
First Street. 

"Vitality Bowls is a su-
perfood café specializing in 
acai bowls, smoothies, fresh 
juices, panini and salads," 
said co-owner Vik Seth. 
"Everything is fresh and 
nutritious. The atmosphere 
is fun, with seating both 
inside and outside." 

Vitality Bowls is revo-
lutionizing Acai Bowls, a 
thick blend of the Ama-
zon’s antioxidant-packed 
acai (ah-sigh-ee) berry 
along with other fruits and 
vegetables, and topped 
with a variety of superfood 
ingredients. All Acaí Bowls 
and smoothies contain 
potassium, fiber, calcium, 
phosphorus, protein, vi-
tamins, and omega-9 and 
omega-6 fatty acids. They 
do not contain fillers like 
ice, frozen yogurt, added 

sugar or artificial preserva-
tives.

"Our most popular," 
said co-owner Ameet Seth, 
"are the Warrior Bowl - a 
blend of acai, almond milk, 
bananas, blueberries, rasp-
berries, flax seeds, broccoli 
and a multi-vitamin boost, 
topped with organic gra-
nola, strawberries, almonds, 
and goji berries, and the 
Tropical Bowl - acai, 
coconut milk, apple juice, 
bananas, mangos, pineapple 
and flax seeds topped with 
granola, strawberries, coco-
nut shavings and honey."

Vitality Bowls began in 
San Ramon in 2011 when 
the parents of a daughter 
with food allergies noticed 
the need for healthy, safe 
dining alternatives, and 
opened the first Vitality 
Bowls on Market Place 
Drive. Since franchising 
began in 2014, the brand 
has seen significant growth 
with more than 40 cafés 
open and in development. 
This year, Vitality Bowls 
was named one of Entre-

preneur magazine's Top 100 
Franchises as it continues 
to redefine fast, casual, 
healthy-food dining. 

"We were inspired to 
open Vitality Bowls to help 
the local community strive 
for a healthier lifestyle. The 
fresh, healthy approach 
aligns with who we are and 
how we grew up - not to 
mention the incredible taste 
of our offerings," said Vik. 
"Also, owning a family 
business has always been a 
dream for us."

The Seths are Dublin 
residents who also operate 
a Vitality Bowls café in 
Brentwood. 

"Our business philoso-
phy is all about taking good 
care of the local commu-
nity, and owning a business 
that gives back in many 
ways," said Ameet. "We 
believe in what we do, so 
we make sure everyone we 
hire represents that and can 
carry our mission forward."

To learn more, visit 
www.vitalitybowls.com/
locations/Livermore.

As part of the honor, As-
semblywoman Baker plans 
to hold an in-district recep-
tion for Sunflower Hill, 
families and local residents 
on Thursday June 29th from 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. The event 
will be held at Sunflower 
Hill Gardens at Hagemann 
Ranch, 455 Olivina Drive. 
Livermore. To attend please 
RSVP to Assemblywoman 
Baker’s office at (925) 328-
1515.

In addition, all state 
award recipients will be 
honored at a luncheon at 
Sacramento’s Convention 
Center, with welcomes 
from Assembly Speaker 
Anthony Rendon, Assem-
blymember Limon, and 
Jan Masaoka, CEO of the 
California Association of 
Nonprofits (CalNonprofits). 
California Attorney General 
Xavier Becerra has also 
been invited to speak to the 
gathered honorees and their 
legislators. 

Sunflower Hill, a Tri-
Valley based nonprofit, is 
working to create sustain-
able residential living for 
individuals with special 
needs. Two communities 
are now in development, 
one in Livermore and one 

in Pleasanton. In addition, 
Sunflower Hill operates 
Sunflower Hill Gardens, a 
one-acre garden at Hage-
mann Ranch in Livermore 
that produced more than 
9600 pounds of food in 
2016. More than 70 percent 
of the Garden produce 
is donated to local food 
shelters like Open Heart 
Kitchen and Tri Valley 
Haven. Sunflower Hill is 
also creating vocational 
opportunities in horticulture 
for individuals with special 
needs and is currently 
working with Las Positas 
College on a non-credit 
certificate program. 

“We are honored and 
so very grateful for this 
award,” said Susan Hough-
ton, President, Board of 
Directors for Sunflower 
Hill.  “Creating long-term, 
sustainable communities 
and ways for individuals 
with developmental delays 
to create meaningful lives 
is paramount. Our sincere 
thanks to Assemblywoman 
Baker for her tremendous 
support.” 

For more information, 
visit www.sunflowerhill.org 
or send an email to info@
sunflowerhill.org. 

Vitality Bowls Now Open 
in Downtown Livermore

Sunflower Hill Selected as Nonprofit of 
the Year for the 16th Assembly District

Janet Gates New Principal at Donlon

Claudia Arreola, manager. 
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Livermore Art Association Gallery, lo-

cated in the Carnegie Building, offers 
art classes, unusual gifts, painting 
rentals, art exhibits and informa-
tion pertaining to the art field, 2155 
Third St., Livermore. The gallery has 
been open since 1974 and is run 
as a co-op by local artists. Hours 
are Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 p.m. For 
information call 449-9927.

Members of the Pleasanton Art 
League Public Art Circuit are 
currently exhibiting art at six busi-
nesses in the Pleasanton - Dublin 
Area. Viewing locations are: Bank 
of America at 337 Main Street, 
Pleasanton; Pleasanton Chamber 
of Commerce at 777 Peters Street, 
Pleasanton; Sallman, Yang, & 
Alameda CPA's at 4900 Hopyard 
Road, Pleasanton; US Bank at 749 
Main Street, Pleasanton; Edward 
Jones at 6601 Dublin Boulevard, 
Dublin; and The Bagel Street Café 
at 6762 Bernal Avenue Pleasanton. 
If interested in becoming a member 
of the Pleasanton Art League or for 
information regarding the Public 
Art Circuit, call John Trimingham at 
(510) 877-8154.

California’s Wild Edge: The Coast 
in Prints, Poetry, and History, 
capturing the beauty of the California 
coast through woodcut prints and 
prose, a new traveling exhibition 
appearing at Pleasanton’s Museum 
on Main through June 25. The exhibi-
tion features artist Tom Killion’s 
Japanese-style woodcut prints, 
which vividly portray the coast’s 
ever-changing moods and diverse 
formations. For more information, 
visit www.exhibitenvoy.org. The 
Museum on Main is located at 603 
Main Street in downtown Pleasanton. 
www.museumonmain.org 

Visual Rhythm, Livermore Valley Per-
forming Arts Center, May 3 to June 
27 at the Bankhead Theater Gallery, 
2400 First St., Livermore. 

Alamo Danville Artists’ Society 
Blackhawk Gallery’s new Exhibit 
Syncopation on view seven days 
a week through July 9th, 2017. 
Blackhawk Gallery is located at 3416 
Blackhawk Plaza Circle in Danville, 
California, in the Blackhawk Plaza. 
Telephone: (925) 648-8023.

Along the Lines. New installation at 
Harrington Gallery in Pleasanton’s 
Firehouse Arts Center. On display 

June 16 through July 15, 2017. 
Bringing together 5 very different 
artists whose works somehow 
feature “lines:” curvilinear or 
stick-straight, broad or fine, 
integrated or thematic. The artists: 
Jenny Balisle (Richmond), David 
Fought (San Francisco), Howard 
Hersh (San Francisco), Jeff Snell 
(Vallejo), Mel Prest (San Francisco). 
Regular gallery hours: Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday from 12:00-5:00 
p.m.; Saturday 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Harrington Gallery at the Firehouse 
Arts Center in Pleasanton, 4444 
Railroad Avenue. Donations always 
appreciated. “Along the Lines” class 
for young people ages 5-11. Guided 
exhibit exploration, plus hands-on 
art work activities. Thursday, June 
22, 4:30-5:45 p.m. Register at www.
pleasantonfun.com, Code 2050.

Special Art Exhibit – Angela Johal 
& Holly Savas. In conjunction with 
“Along The Lines” installation. On 
display June 15 – July 15, Firehouse 
Arts Center’s Harrington Gallery in 
Pleasanton. Award-winning artists 
Angela Johal (Livermore) and Holly 
Savas (San Francisco). Thematically 
related works will be shown, with 
focus on abstract structure and 
geometric expressions. Reception 
on Thursday, June 15, 7-9 p.m. All 
are welcome to meet the artists and 
explore the exhibits. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Free, no tickets 
required. The Firehouse installations 
will be located in the triple-storey 
Grand Atrium Lobby, Hallway, and 
Mezzanine exhibition spaces, and 
open to the public during regular 
gallery hours: Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday from 12:00-5:00 p.m.; Satur-
day 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Harrington 
Gallery at the Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. 
Donations appreciated 

Pleasanton Art League, fall members’ 
exhibit at the Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. July 
27-Sept. 2. Reception and awards, 
July 26, 6 to 8 p.m.

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Strum & Spirits with David Victor, 

guitarist/vocalist formerly of the 
multi-platinum band Boston. 
Firehouse Arts Center stage in 
Pleasanton. First session: Thursday, 
June 29, 7:30 p.m. Innovative, 
interactive beginner guitar lesson, 
plus rock ‘n roll storytelling, wrapping 
up with a casual acoustic mini-
concert.“The social way to play!” No 
experience necessary. NOTE: First 40 
participants get to sit on stage with 
David for the session. Admission: 
participant $39; participant plus 

guitar rental $49; spectator $25.  
More info: www.strumandspirits.
com  June 29 wine pairing: “The 
Fiend” from Tooth & Nail Vineyards of 
Paso Robles. Please note: beverages 
not included in event ticket; may 
be purchased separately. Tickets 
available at www.firehousearts.
org, 925-931-4848, or at the center 
Box Office, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. Free parking.

Bothwell Arts Center, ongoing art 
classes: figure drawing, drawing and 
painting, colored pencil, oils, collage, 
portraiture; beginners through inter-
mediate and beyond. Contact Anne 
Giancola, www.bothwell.lvpac.org or 
email agiancola@lvpac.org 

"Colored Pencil Class for Beginners" 
Students will learn the properties of 
the colored pencil, color theory, and 
how to create realistic drawings. Stu-
dents will create their own projects 
during the six week session. Instruc-
tor Maryann Kot. Starts Thurs., June 
22nd, 9:30-noon at the Bothwell 
Arts Center, 2466 8th St., Livermore. 
Adult Fee $145 for six classes. 
Contact maryannkot@gmail.com for 
more info or to sign up. 

The Young Artists’ Studio has open-
ings in its 2017 Summer Session. 
Artist Peggy Frank welcomes inter-
ested students ages 7 and older to 
sign up for a week or more of small 
group instruction in art. Projects 
include all kinds of drawing, painting, 
printmaking and sculpture and are 
held in Peggy’s studio. High school 
students working on advanced 
portfolios are welcome, as are adults 
and families, if space allows. For 
information about the summer art 
program or weekly school year les-
sons contact her at (925) 443-8755 
or email frank.a@comcast.net.

Show and Tell, Artists are invited to 
a monthly function at the Bothwell 
Arts Center, called “Show & Tell. 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 
Eighth St., Livermore. Artists bring 
finished or unfinished work to show 
and if desired, receive a critique 
from the group. Refreshments are 
brought by some of the artists, and a 
donation of $5.00 is desired although 
not mandatory. Contact for this event 
is D’Anne Miller at danne_miller@
att.net, or Linda Ryan at LRyan@
Livermoreperformingarts.org 

Figure Drawing Workshop, every Fri-
day 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Artists 
bring their own materials and easels. 
Open to all artists. Professional artist 
models (nude). No instructor. Stu-
dents under 18 need written parental 
permission to attend. Cost $20 per 
session. Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 

Art instructor Avianne exhibited her students’ work at 
a special year-end exhibit. Students received awards 
for specific accomplishments during art classes 
throughout the year. Works included sculpture, oil and 
acrylic paintings, and pecil and colored pencil drawings. 
Avianne teaches all year round at the Bothwell Arts 
Center for all ages including adults. More information 
is at www.TakeArtClasses.com and  www.bothwell.
lvpac.org.  

8th St., Livermore. Coffee, tea and 
refreshments are available. Call or 
e-mail Barbara Stanton for more info 
about the workshop, 925-373-9638 
- microangelo@earthlink.net.

Preschool Art classes: Thursday 
mornings 9:45 – 10:45. Children 
aged 3-5 are welcome to join this 
class. Classes cover drawing, 
painting, print-making, sculpture and 
ceramics. For further information, 
contact Thomasin Dewhurst at (925) 
216-7231 or thomasin_d@hotmail.
com or visit http://childrensart-
classesprojects.blogspot.com/

Art Classes, For children, teens and 
adults. Beginner to advanced. Draw-
ing, painting, printmaking, sculpture 
and ceramics taught by highly 
experienced artist and art instructor, 
Thomasin Dewhurst. Weekday and 
weekend classes, Home school 
classes, Special classes dur-
ing school breaks offered. (925) 
216-7231 or email thomasin_d@
hotmail.com for further info.

Piano and keyboard lessons, For 
children to adult. Beginner to early 
intermediate level. Half-hour private 
classes or small group classes 
offered. Twice-yearly recitals. (925) 
216-7231 or email thomasin_d@
hotmail.com for further info.

Ukulele Circle, Meetings held the 
last Saturday from 12 noon-1 p.m. 
at Galina’s Music Studio located at 
1756 First St., Livermore. Confirm 
participation by calling (925) 960-
1194 or via the website at www.
GalinasMusicStudio.com. Beginners 
are welcome. Bring some music to 
share with the group. Ukuleles are 
available for purchase. Small $10 fee 
to cover meeting costs.

WINE & SPIRITS
Wente Vineyards: Garden Tour & 

Workshop Series: Discover The Gar-
den at Wente Vineyards with Master 
Gardener, Diane Dovholuk. Aug. 5, 10 
a.m. to noon, Fall Vegetables; Sept. 
23, 10 a.m. to noon, Sensory Herb 
Class; Oct. 14, 10 a.m. to noon, The 
Art of Composting. Price per guest, 
per session: $20 Entertainment Club, 
$25 Non-Club. Space is limited. 
Reservations are required. Call 
925.456.2424 or visit wentevine-
yards.com 

Cedar Mountain Winery, summer 
grill and chill series featuring BBQ 
and music, 6 to 9 p.m.: June 24: 
Chris Ahlman; July 8: Jack Quigley 
Souled Out; July 29: MusicLore. 
Winery supplies the hot coals; bring 
grilling food; wine by the glass/bottle, 
nonalcoholic beverages, salami, 
cheese and crackers available for 
purchase. For information, call 

373-6636. Fee is $5 per person cash 
collected at the winery; all fees go 
to the band. www.cedarmountain-
winery.com 

Taste Our Terroir, Thursday, July 20, 
2017 - Sunday, July 23, 2017, food 
and wine affair spans four days. On 
Thursday July 20, 2017 is the an-
nual quest for food and wine pairing 
excellence which has 20 winemakers 
partnering with Bay Area chefs to 
compete for honors at Casa Real. Fri-
day through Sunday wineries across 
the region host ten food and wine 
events including cooking classes, 
wine seminars, vineyard tours and 
more. www.lvwine.org

MUSIC/CONCERTS
Retzlaff Estate Winery, Live Music 

every Sunday. 12:00 - 4:30. 1356 
S. Livermore Ave, Livermore. http://
retzlaffvineyards.com 

Bluegrass open mic and pickup 
band; The Bandstand in Carnegie 
Park, 4th and K Streets, Livermore. 2 
to 4 p.m. first Sunday of each month 
until Oct. 1, 2017. 

Blacksmith Square, music every Sat-
urday 3 to 6 p.m. in the courtyard, 21 
South Livermore Ave., Livermore. 

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band appears 
regularly at: The Castle Rock 
Restaurant in Livermore/on Portola 
Avenue-- the 2nd Tuesday each 
month from 7:30-9:30--Dance floor, 
full bar, small cover.  .

The Kinsey Sicks - America’s 
Favorite Dragapella Beautyshop 
Quartet presents “Dragapella!” 
Saturday, June 24, 8:00 p.m. Since 
June has been designated as Pride 
month, the Firehouse Arts Center 
is pleased to present The Kinsey 
Sicks! Performance record includes 
an Off-Broadway show, an extended 
run in Vegas, two feature films and 
two concert DVDs, nine albums, and 
appearances throughout the US (in 
over 40 states), Canada, Mexico, 
Europe, and Australia. Dragapella 
has served up a feast of award-
winning a Capella singing, sharp 
satire and over-the-top drag, earning 
The Kinsey Sicks a diverse and 
devoted following. Reserved seating 
tickets $17- $27. Tickets available at 
www.firehousearts.org, 925-931-
4848 [Call: 925-931-4848] , or at 
the center Box Office, 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton if not sold out. 
Recommended for audiences 18+ 
(language)

Strum & Spirits with David Victor, 
guitarist/vocalist formerly of the 
multi-platinum band Boston. 
Firehouse Arts Center stage in 
Pleasanton. First session: Thursday, 
June 29, 7:30 p.m. Innovative, 
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Ocean and  
river cruises

(925) 447-4300
in downtown Livermore
travelbuglivermore.com

TraveL
BuG

interactive beginner guitar lesson, 
plus rock ‘n roll storytelling, wrapping 
up with a casual acoustic mini-
concert.“The social way to play!” No 
experience necessary. NOTE: First 40 
participants get to sit on stage with 
David for the session. Admission: 
participant $39; participant plus 
guitar rental $49; spectator $25.  
More info: www.strumandspirits.
com  June 29 wine pairing: “The 
Fiend” from Tooth & Nail Vineyards of 
Paso Robles. Please note: beverages 
not included in event ticket; may 
be purchased separately. Tickets 
available at www.firehousearts.
org, 925-931-4848, or at the center 
Box Office, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton. Free parking.

Pleasanton Community Concert 
Band, July 4, noon to 2:30 p.m. 
All-Time Favorite Patriotic Music. 
Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 Railroad 
Ave., Pleasanton.

The Lettermen, July 21, 8 p.m. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

Hadleigh Adams: “Classical Broad-
way” 2 p.m. July 23. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. 931-4848, www.
firehousearts.org.

5,6,7,8….The Golden Follies 2017! 
July 29 and 30, 2 p.m. Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., 
Pleasanton. 931-4848, www.
firehousearts.org.

ON THE STAGE
CIRQUE DES BÊTES, Fri., June 23, 

7 p.m. Circus Performing Arts and 
Burlesque Show. Open to age 21 + 
. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First St., 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800. 

Honky By Greg Kalleres, Role Players 
Ensemble, script-in hand perfor-
mance, June 24 at 8 p.m., June 25 
at 2 p.m. Peace Lutheran Church, 
3201 Camino Tassajara, Danville. 
Honky is a provocative and hilarious 
take on the language of race and 
racism. Political correctness goes 
out the window as five people, both 
black and white, muddle through 
one of the most difficult discussions 
of our time. Each performance will 
be followed by an open discussion 
of the play’s themes featuring the 
artists and experts working on this 
presentation. Directed by: Eric 
Fraisher Hayes. Featuring: Michael 
L. Grayson II, Danielle Levin, Dorian 
Lockett, Aaron Murphy, Edward 
Nattenberg, Kimberly Ridgeway, 
Aaron Wilton. Tickets: $25.00; online 
at www.RolePlayersEnsemble.com. 
Full Season Information: www.

RolePlayersEnsemble.com 
Summer Show Series @ Firehouse 

Arts Center in Pleasanton: The Kin-
sey Sicks: “Dragapella!” Saturday, 
June 24, 8pm – $17-$27; Hadleigh 
Adams: “Classical Broadway.” Sun-
day, July 23, 2:00 p.m. – $15-$25; 
“5, 6, 7, 8…” The Golden Follies 
2017. Saturday, July 29 & Sunday, 
July 30, 2:00 p.m. – $15 - $25; “The 
Music of Simon & Garfunkel” by AJ 
Swearingen and Jayne Kelli. Satur-
day, August 12, 8:00 p.m. & Sunday, 
August 13, 2:00 p.m. – $15 - $25. 
Visit www.firehousearts.org for show 
and ticketing details, or call or visit 
the venue Box Office: 4444 Railroad 
Avenue, Pleasanton, 925-931-4848. 

Livermore Shakespeare Festival: 
Summer 2017 productions William 
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, June 29 – July 16, 
2017; Edmond Rostand’s Cyrano 
de Bergerac; July 13 – 30, 2017. 
Wente Vineyards Estate Winery. 10 
performances of each show in July of 
2017. livermoreshakes.org

Elvis Has Left the Building, a farce/
comedy written by Duke Ernsberger 
and Virginia Cate. Chanticleers 
Theatre production. 3683 Quail Ave., 
Castro Valley. June 30-July 23, 8 
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 6 p.m. 
Sundays.(510) SEE-LIVE (733-5483) 
or online at www.chanticleers.org

Hamlet, San Francisco Shakespeare 
Festival 35th Anniversary Free 
Shakespeare in the Park program at 
Pleasanton’s Amador Valley Com-
munity Park on July 1, 2, 8, 9, 15 and 
16 at 7:30 p.m. corner of Santa Rita 
Road and Black Avenue. Admission 
is free. For more information, call the 
San Francisco Shakespeare Festival 
at (415) 558-0888 or visit www.
sfshakes.org

Tri-Valley High: The Series 2017. Fire-
house Arts Center Theater in Pleas-
anton, Wednesdays in July. The Bay 
Area’s one-and-only live improvised 
teen soap opera, presented by Crea-
tures of Impulse, the award-winning 
Teen Improv Troupe. Four unique 
shows full of angst, heartbreak, 
teen drama, and total improvised 
hilarity. Audience suggestions inspire 
characters, location, and plot for this 
interactive and unscripted adventure. 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.: July 5, 12, 
19, and 26. Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasanton. 
General admission tickets: students 
$5; adults $10. Tickets available at 
www.firehousearts.org, 925-931-
4848, or at the Box Office at the 
center, 4444 Railroad Avenue in 
Pleasanton. NOTE: Best suited for 
ages 12 and up 

The Wizard of Oz, Tri-Valley Repertory 

Theater production, weekends July 
15-30, 2017. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. 373-6800 
or www.bankheadtheater.org. 

COMEDY
Free Comedy Show every Thursday 

at Sanctuary from 7:30-9 pm in the 
Skylight Room at Sanctuary, 2369 
First St. in Livermore.

Paula Poundstone, 8 p.m. July 7. 
Bankhead Theater, 2400 First Street, 
Livermore. www.bankheadtheater.org 
or 373-6800.

MOVIES
Dublin 2017 Picnic Flix outdoor 

movie series; free, Emerald Glen 
Park at dusk (around 8:30 p.m.). 
Guests may begin to arrive at 7:00 
p.m. Food trucks will be provided 
for purchase of food, beverages, 
and snacks. Bring blankets and low 
beach chairs, and no pets. Friday, 
July 21, "E.T. The Extra Terrestrial" 
(PG); and, Friday, August 18, "Find-
ing Dory" (PG)

DANCE
Dancing Through the Decades, Liver-

more School of Dance, Bankhead 
Theater the weekend of June 23 and 
24. 2400 First Street in downtown 
Livermore. Tickets can be purchased 
at the box office, online at www.
bankheadtheater.org or by calling 
373-6800.

AUDITIONS/COMPETITIONS
Vita Voci, an 8 voice a cappella group, 

is currently auditioning experienced 
Tenors. Please contact Susan 
Anderson at vitavocimadrigals@
gmail.com for more information 
or to schedule an audition. www.
vitavoci.org

OPERA
Opera In The Vineyard at Retzlaff 

Vineyards, July 16, 5 p.m. 1356 So. 
Livermore Ave., http://livermoreval-
leyopera.com

MISCELLANEOUS
Hagemann Ranch Open House. Tours 

of the 140+ year old ranch and free, 
family friendly seasonal activities. 
The last Sunday of each month, 1-4 
PM. Go to www.livermorehistory.com 
for the monthly program. 455 Olivina 
Ave., Livermore.

Political Issues Book Club meets 
the 4th Tuesday of each month, 
and reads books about issues and 
trends that are driving current affairs 
in both the national and interna-
tional arenas.  Topics that have been 
covered include politics, governance, 
economics, military affairs, history, 

sociology, science, the climate, and 
religion. Contact Rich at 872-7923, 
for further questions

We’re Talkin’ Books! Club is a 
member-centered book group led by 
a small group of book club veterans, 
with reading selections based on 
member recommendations and 
consensus. No homework required– 
share your insights or just listen in! 
Contact Nancy Tingstrom Turner at 
ntingstr@yahoo.com. 

Storied Nights: An Evening of Spoken 
Word. 2nd Thursday of each month. 
Features local authors reading their 
work 7:30 to 9 p.m. at Peet's Coffee 
and Tea, 152 So. Livermore Ave., 
Livermore. Sponsored by LVPAC and 
Peet's. Information go to http://face-

The schedule for the 
Livermore-Amador Sym-
phony Association's 45th 
Competition for Young Mu-
sicians has been announced.

The application deadline 
is Sunday, September 10, 
2017. (Applications will be 
accepted starting on Sep-
tember 1.) The competition 
will be held on October 1.

 The competition is 
open to instrumentalists 

More than 2,300 chil-
dren have already signed up 
to participate in the Pleas-
anton Library's summer 
reading program.

Children of all ages can 
sign up for the program 
by visiting the Children’s 
Department. Those who 
complete 10, 20, 30 and 40 
hours of reading (or being 
read to) can claim prizes 
up until July 30. The most 
enthusiastic participants 
can even extend the fun by 
completing a bonus game 
to become eligible for a 
raffle prize at the end of the 
program.

 Throughout the summer 

children can attend a vari-
ety of weekly activities:

Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m.: 
Movies perfect for ages 5 
years old and up.

Wednesdays at 2:00 
p.m.: A series of special 
events - including juggling, 
puppetry, wild animals and 
more – generally for ages 5 
and older, but some for all 
ages.

Thursdays from 2:30-
4:30 p.m.: Drop-in crafts,

Space is limited. All 
programs require a free 
ticket that can be claimed 
at the Children’s Desk 30 
minutes before the start of 
each show.

 The library is located 
at 400 Old Bernal Avenue. 
www.cityofpleasantonca.
gov/library.html

Summer Reading Game in Full 
Swing at the Pleasanton Library

and vocalists who reside or 
attend school in Livermore, 
Pleasanton, Sunol, Dublin, 
or San Ramon. Students 
are eligible through grade 
12. If not enrolled in high 
school, the maximum age is 
17. All instruments will be 
considered.

The purpose is to select 
two young musicians who 
will perform as soloists 
with the symphony at its 

February 24, 2018 concert. 
Each winner/soloist will be 
awarded $500.

Applications must be ac-
companied by an $8.00 ap-
plication fee and a record-
ing for preliminary screen-
ing. Additional information 
may be obtained from 
www.livermoreamadorsym-
phony.org or by contacting 
the competition chairperson 
at 925.447.1947.

 

Competition for Young Musicians in 45th Year

book.com/StoriedNights 
Alameda County Fair, June 19 - July 9, 

11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Alameda County 
Fairgrounds, Pleasanton. Live horse 
racing, exhibits, concerts, 4th of July 
fireworks, contests. (closed June 19 
and 20 and June 26 and 27). Tickets 
and schedule at www.alamedacoun-
tyfair.com

4th of July Celebration, Downtown 
Livermore, fireworks and fun. 4pm 
Street Closure - 9:30pm Fireworks. 
www.livermoredowntown.com

1st Wednesday Street Party, 6 to 
p.m. downtown Pleasanton. Theme 
for July 5, “Salute to Public Safety.” 
www.pleasantondowntown.net

An Evening with George Washington: 

Tuesday, July 11th, 7 pm. Ed Kinney 
Speakers Series. All events are 
general seating at the Firehouse 
Arts Center, 4444 Railroad Avenue, 
Pleasanton, CA 94566. Tickets are 
$15 General Admission, $10 Seniors 
(65+) / Students (with valid ID), $7 
Members. Tickets may be purchased 
online at www.museumonmain.org, 
at Museum on Main during regular 
operating hours or by phoning the 
museum at (925) 462-2766. 

Summer Wine Stroll, 5 to 8 p.m. 
downtown Pleasanton, July 15. Listen 
to live music, taste a variety of local 
wines and small bites. Information, 
Pleasanton Downtown Association, 
www.downtownpleasanton.net
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(Organizations wishing to run notices 

in Bulletin Board, send information to PO 
Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care 
of Bulletin Board or email information to 
editmail@compuserve.com. Include name 
of organization, meeting date, time, place 
and theme or subject. Phone number and 
contact person should also be included. 
Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

Pooch Parade, Wednesday, August 2, 
2017, Tri-Valley Guide Dog Puppy Raisers 
will be holding its 20th Annual Pooch 
Parade in downtown Pleasanton. Proceeds 
generated from this event are used to pur-
chase equipment, supplies, dog food and 
transportation to San Francisco and other 
Bay Area locations where puppy raisers 
socialize and expose their pups in training 
to new situations, sounds and smells. 
The Pooch Parade is held in downtown 
Pleasanton during the 1st Wednesday 
Street Fair. More information can be found 
at http://trivalleyguidedogs.com/pooch-
parade. $10 tax deductible entry fee to 
enter in the parade. 

LHS Class of 1992 25th Reunion, 
July 15, 2017, The Barn - 3131 Pacific 
Avenue, Livermore. Dinner/Dancing/No 
host wine & beer. $45/ticket now through 
6/30. $55/ticket starting 7/1. $60 at the 
door. Buy a ticket using PayPal. LHScow-
boys1992reunion@gmail.com. Questions? 
Email LHScowboys1992reunion@gmail.
com 

Dublin Community Blood Drive 
- The American Red Cross is in need of 
blood and platelet donations. I Blood 
Drive on Friday, June 23, 10:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m., in the Community Room at the 
Dublin Library (200 Civic Plaza). Drop-ins 
are welcome during the six-hour window, 
or schedule an appointment at www.
redcrossblood.org, entering the sponsor 
code, DublinCommunity. Appointments can 
also be made by calling 1-800-REDCROSS.

Pacific Center for Human Growth 
(Pacific Center), Alameda County 
Behavioral Health Services is continu-
ing to fund an expansion of services for 
older adults. A program to provide topical 
therapeutic peer support groups for 
isolated LGBTQ older adults in the north, 
east and central regions of the county. 
“Older & Out” groups have started at two 
Alameda County Senior Centers: Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park District Senior 
Services - Tuesday afternoons, starting 
July 11th 2017, 1:15 – 2:45 pm. The 
groups are free, run for 90 minutes on a 
rotating 8 week cycle of topics for up to 
a year, with an ideal of 10 members per 
group. Groups are facilitated by a team of 
Pacific Center clinician interns assisted by 
trained Peer Specialists. Group members 
decide what topics to cover. Suggested 
topics include: loss of friends, wisdom that 
comes with aging, going back in the closet 
to survive, dating, invisibility in the LGBTQ 
community, family acceptance challenges, 
loneliness, resilience, and how to find 
other services in Alameda County. 

Widowed Men and Women of North-
ern CA, June 25, 1 p.m. lunch in Sunol, 
RSVP by June 22 to Ruby, 462-9636. June 
29, 1 p.m. lunch in San Ramon, RSVP by 
June 26 to Marsha, 830-8483. 

Tri-Valley Geeks, group of adults 
who get together for events like board 
games, movies and fan conventions. 
Meetings every Tuesday at 5:30 for dinner 
and board games at Livermore Shari's 
Cafe, 1116 E Stanley Blvd., Livermore. A 
schedule of upcoming events can be found 
on Facebook at: Facebook.com/groups/
TriValleyGeeks. Text Melody Evenson at 
925-209-1214 for more information.

Pleasanton Lions Club, dinner meet-
ings every 2nd and 4th Tuesday at 6:30 
p.m. 530 Inklings Coffee Shop in the Ward-
robe Room, Pleasanton. Check website 
for meeting updates pleasantonlionsclub.
org. Pleasanton Lions Club is a non-profit 
organization that seeks to identify needs 
within the community and work together to 
fulfill those needs. For more information or 
to get involved visit pleasantonlionsclub.
org. All are welcome.

Dress a Girl Around the World, an 
invitation to make simple dresses for girls 
in third world countries. Next Sew-Fest is 
Saturday, July 15, from 9 am to 3 pm at 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 1020 Mocho 
St. Livermore. Help is needed sewing, 
ironing, cutting. Bring sewing machine or 
serger, iron, ironing board, scissors, along 
with helping hands. (Those planning to 
stay all day should bring a bag lunch.) 
Always accepting cheerful cotton fabric 
donations. Those who can’t make the 
Sew-Fest but would like to sew, arrange 
for kits that can be sews at home. Ques-
tions? Suzanne Beck, 925-352-8447 or 
suzbeck@yahoo.com 

Have you been affected by some-
one's drinking? Al-Anon and Alateen offer 
hope and strength for families and friends 
of problem drinkers. www.AlanonTriValley.
org, 925-277-7661, help@AlanonTriVal-
ley.org. 

Grief Workshop - Stepping Stones 
on Your Grief Journey. Second and fourth 
Thursday at 7:30 pm now through August 
24, 2017 at St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 
4001 Stoneridge Drive, Pleasanton. No 
pre-registration is necessary. Sessions 
open to all, regardless of religious affilia-
tion. For additional information please call 
Eleanor Flatley at 925-846-8708.

Recovery International Support 
Group was developed by Abraham Low, 
MD. This group uses the cognitive-
behavioral, peer to peer, self help training 
system to help individuals gain skills to 
lead more peaceful and productive lives. 
Meetings every Sunday at 4 pm. Leader: 
Barbara Sterrett.” www.recoveryinterna-
tional.org/ Meetings take place at Arbor 
Vista: 1300 S. Livermore Ave, Livermore. 

 Meals on Wheels Volunteers are 
needed to deliver fresh meals to home-
bound seniors in Livermore or Pleasanton 
one day per week, Monday-Friday between 
10 am-12 pm. For more information, 
please call (925)483-1989. 

Rotary Club of Livermore Valley 
invites interested individuals to attend its 
morning meeting. Meetings are held every 
Tuesday at 7 am in Beeb’s Sports Bar & 
Grill at the Las Positas Golf Course, 915 
Club House Drive, Livermore. For more 
information, go to www.livermoreval-
leyrotary.org/ or contact Fred Quarter-

man at 925-337-5342 or Deb Tacker at 
925-447-1135.

Del Valle Folk Dancers: beginning 
and experienced dancers are welcome. 
Balkan, Israeli and other world dances, 
easy line and circle dances, no partners 
required, casual dress. $3 per session 
(first time free). Tuesdays 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
at the Bothwell Arts Center (West end), 
2466 8th Street, Livermore. Information: 
George Pavel (925) 447-8020 or george.
pavel@gmail.com

Square dancing for all ages 8 years 
and up Thursdays from 7:00-8:30pm 
at Del Valle High, 2253 5th Street, 
Livermore. Families and friends welcome. 
September classes free to new dancers. 
Questions? Margaret 925-447-6980 or 
mmiller1435@gmail.com

Shepherd’s Gate Thrift Store, open 
at 4014 East Ave. Hours will be 9 -6 
Monday through Saturday. Donations can 
be left at 4014 East Ave in the rear of the 
building, 9:30 AM to 5 PM M-F, 8 – 2:30 
PM Sat, closed Sundays & holidays.

Italian Catholic Federation, meets 
3rd Friday of the month, 6 p.m. St. 
Elizabeth Seton Catholic Church, 4001 
Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton. Anyone who 
loves all things Italian is invited to meet to 
celebrate the Italian heritage with monthly 
dinner meetings and holding charitable 
events. The group supports Children's Hos-
pital research, college scholarships and 
other charities. For information, contact 
Judy Wellbeloved, president, 462-2487. 

ClutterLess Self Help Support 
Group, nonprofit, peer-based, self-help, 
support group for people with difficulty dis-
carding unwanted possessions. Cluttering 
is a psychological issue, not an organizing 
issue. New meeting location: Parkview,100 
Valley Avenue (main entrance), 2nd Floor 
Activity Room, Pleasanton. Mondays 
except some holidays 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
Come or call a volunteer at 925)289-5356 
or 925-922-1467. More information at: 
www.clutterlesseastbay.org

Tri-Valley Stargazers Astronomy 
Club. Feed your wonder about the Night 
Sky and the Cosmos by joining us on the 
3rd Friday of the Month for our club meet-
ing. Unitarian Universalist Church, 1893 N. 
Vasco Rd., Livermore. Doors open at 7:00 
p.m. talk starts at 7:30 pm. For more info 
visit us @ http://www.trivalleystargaz-
ers.org/

Ravenswood Historical Site, 2647 
Arroyo Road, Livermore, Docents in 1890s 
costumes give free guided tours beginning 
at noon, on the second and fourth Sundays 
of the month. Each tour includes the 1885 
Cottage and the 1891 Main House, and 
the beautifully landscaped grounds. For 
information on the Ravenswood Progress 
League (RPL) or the volunteer Docent 
Program, please call the Docent Coordina-
tor at (925) 443-0238. 

Sons in Retirement (SIR) is a social 
group of retired men who join together to 
better enjoy their leisure time. Activities 
include golf, bridge, photography, travel, 
fishing, biking, wine tasting, and technol-
ogy. The Tri-Valley Branch serves men 
living in Pleasanton, Dublin, Livermore, 
and San Ramon. The group meets for 

Sometimes the best class-
room is a garden. “The gar-
den is a magical place where 
students are bursting with 
excitement as they discover 
hidden worlds. Students can 
barely contain themselves as 
an earthworm makes it way 
under the leaves, or a blos-
som opens on a flowering 
plant. They watch in wonder 
as ants march with loads 
twice their size, and bees 
of all different shapes and 
colors swarm their preferred 
plants,” said Fenna Gatty, 
science teacher at Altamont 
Creek Elementary School 
and 2017 Teacher of the Year 
for the Livermore Valley 
Joint Unified School District 
(LVJUSD).

Students at Altamont 
Creek are invited to learn 
about the wonders of sci-
ence by studying nature. The 
school’s garden classroom is 
a Certified Wildlife Habitat 
by the National Wildlife 
Federation, as well as by the 
Bay Friendly Landscaping 
and Gardening Coalition. 
The garden includes a live 
camera feed to the Audubon 
Society, a compost area, and 
space for students to write, 
read, sketch, and measure. As 
they observe nature, students 
write down questions in 
their scientific notebooks for 
future investigations, sketch 
observations of the "mo-
ment,” and capture the colors 
and shapes that fascinate 
them looking through the 
microscopes or hand lenses. 

Gatty’s enthusiasm for 
science inspires her students 
to learn from Mother Nature 
as well as from NASA as-
tronauts. Gatty is recognized 
as a pioneer in the teaching 
of engineering, working 
with Project Lead the Way 
(PLTW), a national organiza-
tion that develops curriculum 
for science, technology, en-
gineering and math (STEM) 
education. Altamont Creek 
students were among the 
first in the nation to learn 
about STEM through the 
now-nationwide “Launch” 
program. In 2017, Gatty 
partnered with Granada High 

Photos show children in the garden and  Ms. Gatty with 
Principal P.J. Daley.

Teacher, Miguel Baez, to use 
teleconferencing to enrich 
learning opportunities. The 
elementary students, in their 
own classrooms, interacted 
with high school students 
at Granada, to learn how 
to code by following in-
structions and guidance by 
the older computer science 
students. Both groups of 
students also used telecon-
ferencing to interact directly 
with engineers and scientists 
from NASA to learn real-
world applications of STEM.

Gatty embraces the Next 
Generation Science Stan-
dards (NGSS) that emphasize 
design and invention, expos-
ing students to engineering 
challenges. “Students love 
using engineering to explore 

innovative solutions. How-
ever, not all problems require 
new solutions. Often, by 
studying nature, we can find 
and apply successful solu-
tions to human problems. We 
can learn a lot from nature 
about how to meet our need 
for energy, how to deal with 
waste, and even how to work 
cooperatively,” said Gatty.

Gatty was honored by 
the LVJUSD’s Livermore 
Management Association as 
the 2017 Teacher of the Year 
at their annual ceremony in 
May. “Livermore students 
are fortunate to have such 
a dedicated and inspiring 
teacher to introduce them to 
the possibilities in the world 
of science,” said Kelly Bow-
ers, Ed.D., Superintendent of 
Schools.

 

Livermore Teacher of the Year Cultivates 
Student Engagement in Science
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lunch on the first Thursday of each month 
at the San Ramon Golf Club, 9430 Fircrest 
Lane, San Ramon. Please read more about 
the Tri-Valley SIR at www.trivalleysir.org 
and the Statewide SIR at www.sirinc.org/. 
For information or to attend a meeting, call 
Carl Churilo, 925-967-8177.

American Legion Post 47 in 
Livermore is looking for veterans in the 
Livermore area who are interested in 
performing community service for young 
people and promoting veterans affairs. 
Interested veterans will meet with other 
like-minded veterans for camaraderie and 
support of veterans' causes. The American 
Legion is the largest federally chartered 
veterans organization that is the veterans 
lobby and voice to congress. The Liver-
more American Legion Post 47 meets the 
second and fourth Monday of each month 
at 6:30 PM at the Veterans Memorial 
Building, 522 South L Street, Livermore. 
Enter the building from the ramp on the 
5th Street side. For more information go 
to http://www.calegion.org/ or contact Bill 
Bergmann at calegion.post47@gmail.
com or (925) 443-2330 or Roy Warner at 
925-449-6048.

Eric's Corner is a free support group 
for people who are dealing with a diag-
nosis of Epilepsy. Everyone is invited to 
attend these meetings. Meetings are held 
at 5725 W. Las Positas Blvd., second floor, 
Pleasanton. We meet from 6:30 -8;00 
on the third Thursday of each month. 
For more information please visit us at 
ericscorner.org 

Assistance League® of Amador 
Valley invites all visitors to join this dedi-
cated group of volunteers, reaching out to 
those in need in the Tri-Valley and having 
fun doing it. Regular meetings are held on 
the third Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. 
at the Parkview, 100 Valley Ave., Pleasan-
ton. For more information, see our website, 
www.amadorvalley.assistanceleague.org, 
e-mail assistanceleagueamadorvalley@
yahoo.com, or call (925) 461-6401.

Navy, Marine Corp & Coast Guard 
Veterans. Meet with other like minded 
veterans for camaraderie and support 
of veterans causes. The Fleet Reserve 
Association is a chartered organization 
that provides a voice in Congress. Young 
veterans are highly encouraged to get 
involved in promoting the concerns of your 
generation. The local branch of the FRA 
meets the first Friday of each month at 
6:30 PM at the Veterans Memorial Build-
ing, 522 South L St., Livermore. For more 
information go to www.fra.org or contact 
Roy Warner at 925-449-6048 or Loraine 
Maese at 454-1582.

Operation: SAM “Supporting All 
Military” is a 501(c)3 non profit military 
support organization based in Livermore. 
S.A.M. has been in operation since January 
2004. It is dedicated to the continued 
morale support of deployed troops. For 
information or donations, visit www.
operationsam.org, email operationsam@
comcast.net 

Depression and Bipolar Support 
Alliance (DBSA) Pleasanton, meets 
Wednesdays 7:15 to 8:45 p.m. St. Clare's 
Episcopal Church, 3350 Hopyard Rd., 

Pleasanton (not affiliated with the church. 
Information at www.dbsalliance.org/
pleasanton or contact chapter leader, Al 
Pereira, 462-6415.

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open 
to new and established residents of the 
Tri-Valley. Activities include a coffee the 
first Wednesday of the month, a luncheon 
on the second Wednesday of the month, 
Bunco, Mah Jongg, walking/hiking groups, 
family activities, and monthly adult 
socials. Information, call 925-215-8405 or 
visit www.PleasantonNewcomers.com

Community Resources for Inde-
pendent Living (CRIL) offers services to 
help people with disabilities and supports 
them to live independently and participate 
in their community for as long as they are 
willing and able to do so. CRIL maintains 
offices in Hayward, Fremont and Livermore 
to provide information and referrals and 
provide community education at senior 
centers and affordable housing complexes 
to residents of Southern Alameda County. 
The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can 
be reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, 
by FAX at (925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at 
abril.tamayo@cril-online.org. All services 
are free.

Livermore Peripheral Neuropathy 
Support Group meets every fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 10 a.m. in the 
third floor movie room at Heritage Estates 
Retirement Community. The address is 
900 E. Stanley Blvd., Livermore All are 
welcome. Contact is Lee Parlett 292-9280.

 DBE Daughters of the British 
Empire, John McLaren’s Roses of Britain 
Chapter in the Tri-Valley meets at 11:00 
a.m. on the 3rd Thursday of every month 
at Castlewood Country Club. DBE was 
founded in 1909 and is a nonprofit 501(c)
(3) organization made up of women of 
British or British Commonwealth heritage 
and ancestry with a focus on charity and 
fellowship. Those interested in helping 
with “the cause," enjoying social activities, 
and forming long-lasting friendships, 
contact Edith Caponigro at 925-998-3500 
or Jenny Whitehouse at 925-621-8946 for 
additional information.

Tri-Valley Triathlon Club (TVTC), In-
formation on programs and memberships, 
training philosophies and schedules, and 
all things TVTC, an all inclusive triathlon/
marathon/endurance training program. 
www.trivalleytriclub.com.

 Pleasanton Military Families is 
a Pleasanton based support group for 
those who have a loved one serving in the 
Military. The group gathers at 7:00 p.m. on 
the 2nd Tuesday of each month to share 
concerns, fears, and to celebrate the joys 
that are experienced. There is no better 
support than being surrounded by others 
who know what you are going through. 
Three times per year, the group collect 
supplies and sends care packages to the 
troops. Contact PMFSG.ca@gmail.com for 
the location of the next meeting.

Livermore Military Families, a 
support group for families in Livermore 
who have a loved one serving in the 
Military, is intended to be a safe place for 
family members to come and share their 

experiences and concerns with others who 
understand what they are going through. 
All family members are welcome to attend 
meetings. Meetings on the 3rd Thursday 
of each month at the Livermore Veterans 
Memorial Building, 522 South L Street 
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. For more 
information, call Tami Jenkins, 925-784-
5014 or email livermoremilitaryfamilies@
yahoo.

RELIGION
First Presbyterian Church, 2020 

Fifth Street, Livermore. 8:30 a.m. Contem-
plative Service in the Chapel and 10:00 
a.m. Traditional Service in the Sanctuary 
and children’s program For more informa-
tion www.fpcl.us or 925-447-2078.

Tri-Valley Bible Church, 2346 Walnut 
St., Livermore, holds Sunday worship at 10 
a.m. with Sunday school for all ages at 9 
a.m. Children's classes during adult wor-
ship service. AWANA children's program 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 449-4403 or www.
Tri-ValleyBibleChurch.com. 

Unitarian Universalist, 1893 N. 
Vasco Rd., Livermore. 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
service. Information 447-8747 or www.
uucil.org

Congregation Beth Emek, Center for 
Jewish Learning, Prayer and Community 
in the Tri-Valley. 3400 Nevada Court, 
Pleasanton. Information 931-1055. Rabbi 
Dr. Laurence Milder, www.bethemek.org.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, affiliated 
with the Congress of Secular Jewish 
Organizations (csjo.org). Information, 
Rabbi Judith Seid, Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 
485-1049 or EastBaySecularJews.org. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
Livermore, services 10 a.m. every 
Sunday. Sunday School for students (ages 
3-20) is held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The 
church and reading room are located at 
Third and N Streets. The Reading Room, 
which is open to the public, features 
books, CDs and magazines for sale. For 
information, call (925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 
Arroyo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Hispanic service 
starts at 2 p.m. Nursery and children's 
church provided. A "Night of Worship" 
first Sunday of each month at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday night program for all ages at 7 
p.m. Information, call 447-6282.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Sunday 
Service 9:30 a.m. 1020 Mocho St., 
Livermore. Information, 447-8840.

Our Savior Lutheran Ministries, 
1385 S. Livermore Avenue, Livermore. 9 
a.m. worship (semiformal); 10:30 a.m. 
adult Bible study/Sunday school. For 
information, call 925-447-1246.

Asbury United Methodist Church 
4743 East Avenue, Livermore. A Reconcil-
ing Church, where all are welcomed. 
Sunday Worship time has changed to 
10:00 a.m. Children and youth welcome. 
Signup now for Vacation Bible School “Su-
perheroes of the Bible” July 24-28 from 
9am to noon. Register by July 9 to attend. 
Registration forms available online at our 
website.  For more information visit www.
asburylive.org or call 925-447-1950.

Calvary Tri-Valley, Sunday Services 

at 243 Scott Street, Livermore, 10:00am. 
www.calvarylivermore.org or 925-447-
4357.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 
Concannon Boulevard, Livermore. 
Services: Sunday school – 9:45 a.m.; wor-
ship service – 11 a.m. All are welcome. 
447-3428.

Seventh-day Adventist Church, 243 
Scott Street, Livermore. 925-447-5462, 
services on Saturday: Sabbath school 9:30 
a.m., worship 11 a.m. www.livermoresda.
org/ All are welcome.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 
6656 Alisal St., Pleasanton, Adult Sunday 
school 9:15 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., 
Children's Church (Pre-K-5th grade) 11:15 
a.m., Nursery to age 3, Women's Bible 
study Wednesdays at 10 a.m., Senior Adult 
Ministries meet every other month. For 
ministry information call (925) 846-8650

Trinity Church,557 Olivina Ave., 
Livermore. New Sunday Worship Services 
& Children’s Ministry times now at 9AM 
& 10:30AM. Small Groups also meet on 
Sundays, and during the week at various 
times/locations. Trinity Student Ministries 
(7-12th Grade) meet on Sundays at 9AM 
and on Weds. eve. from 7-9PM. Awana 
meets Sundays from 3:30-5:30PM trinity-
livermore.org or 925-447-1848.

St. Charles Borromeo, 1315 Lomitas 
Ave., Livermore. Meditation groups follow-
ing the John Main tradition, every Monday 
5:30 p.m. and 7 p.m. For details, contact 
Claire La Scola at 447-9800.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, 
1047 Serpentine Lane #300, Pleasanton. 
Sunday Liturgy at 10 a.m. For details, go to 
www.stinnocent.net or call Fr. John Karcher 
at (831) 278-1916.

St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 3350 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton, Services 
on Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School & Chapel at 
10:15 a.m. All are most welcome to come 
and worship with us and to enjoy our 
hospitality. For more information call the 
church office 925-462-4802.

St. Bartholomew's Episcopal 
Church , 678 Enos Way, Livermore, (925) 
447-3289. www.saintbartslivermore.com. 
Service Schedule: 8:00 a.m. Contempla-
tive Eucharist; 9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study 
(check web-site): 10:20 Sunday School 
(Godly Play); 10:30: Sung Eucharist with 
choir, child care provided. 

Little Brown Church, United Church 
of Christ 141 Kilkare Road, Sunol. 10:30 
a.m. worship. All are welcome here. www.
littlebrownchurchofsunol.org 925-862-
2580

Pathway Community Church, 1055 
Serpentine Lane, Pleasanton. Contempo-
rary Worship Service, Sunday, 10:30 am. 
Children, youth, adult programs. Biblically 
based practIcal messages, nondenomi-
national. All are welcome. www.pathway-
communitychurch.org (925) 322-1222.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
486 S. J Street, Livermore. Sunday worship 
at 9:00 am, followed by Bible Study/
Sunday School at 10:20 am. For more 
information, visit www.goodshepherd-
livermore.org or call (950) 371-6200.

Bethel Family Christian Center, 501 
North P Street, Livermore, Pastors are 
Don & Debra Qualls. Weekly ministries: 
Sunday 10 a.m. - Teaching Sessions; 
Sunday 10:25 a.m. - Holy Grounds Fel-
lowship; Sunday Worship Service 10:45 
a.m. - Elementary aged children go to 
Kid’s Church following worship, nursery 
available; Wednesday 7 p.m. - Back to the 
Point Bible Study; all ages; Friday 7 p.m. 
- Celebrate Recovery; in the dining hall; 
925-449-4848.

Valley Bible Church, Pleasanton, 
7106 Johnson Drive, Services at 9:00 and 
11:00. Interpretation for the deaf at 9:00. 
925-227-1301. www.thecrossing.org

Valley Bible Church, Livermore, 
meets at 10:00 am Sunday at 6751 South-
front Road, Suite 6749, Livermore. Phone 
925-227-1301. www.thecrossing.org.

Cedar Grove Community Church, 
2021 College Ave., Livermore. Worship 
Services 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. www.
cedargrove.org or call 447-2351. 

Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 784 Palo-
mino Dr., Pleasanton. 846-0700. www.
jewishtrivalley.com. Rabbi Raleigh Resnick.

Well Community Outreach Center 
ministry provides meats, canned and dry 
goods, toiletries, and school supplies (only 
available prior to the start of the school 
year). Those with an immediate need or 
who would like to donate nonperishable 
food items, call the office at (925) 479-
1414 to begin the process. Wednesday and 
Friday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., and Thursday 4 
p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Pick up by appointment 
only. The Outreach Center will be open 
every 4th Saturday to distribute bags from 
Fresh and Easy Market and Sprouts. This 
will be on a first come first serve basis 
between 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 2333 Nis-
sen Drive, Livermore. 

Lynnewood United Methodist 
Church, 4444 Black Ave., Pleasanton, 
offers a friendly congregation where all 
are welcome. Summer schedule is one 
service at 9:30 a.m. May 28-Sept. 3. 
Childcare provided. Contact the church 
office at (925) 846-0221, send an email to 
office@lynnewood.org or visit our website 
at www.lynnewood.org.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints--Livermore Stake: Sunday 
services--1501 Hillcrest Ave: Sycamore 
Grove Ward 9:00 am; Windmill Springs 
Ward 11:00 am. 950 Mocho St: Valley View 
Ward 9:00 am; Vineyard Hills Ward 11:00 
am; Mocho Branch (Spanish) 12:20 pm. 
8203 Village Parkway, Dublin: Tri-Valley 
Young Single Adult Ward 1:30 pm.

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints: Pleasanton 1st Ward: 
Sunday at 1 p.m., 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. 
Pleasanton 2nd Ward: Sunday 1 p.m. at 
3574 Vineyard Ave. Pleasanton 3rd Ward: 
Sunday 9:30 a.m., 3574 Vineyard Ave. 
Pleasanton 4th Ward: Sunday 9:30 a.m., 
6100 Paseo Santa Cruz. Dublin 1st Ward: 
Sunday 9:30 a.m., 8203 Village Parkway.

John Knox Presbyterian Church, 
7421 Amarillo Rd., Dublin. Sunday worship 
service at 9:30 a.m. Sunday school for 
ages 3-18 during worship. Adult education 
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. Jr. High youth group 

Sundays 4:00-6:10 p.m. High school youth 
group Sundays 5:50-8:00 p.m. www.
jkpcdublin.org (925)828-1846.

Livermore Quakers: Unprogrammed 
worship, Sundays at 6 pm, 1886 College 
Ave. (United Christian Church). www.
LivermoreQuakers.com

St. Francis of Assisi, 193 Contractors 
St., Livermore. .Sunday School (all ages) 
– 8:30 AM. Communion – 9:30 AM. 925-
906-9561 stfrancisanglican.church.

Center for Spiritual Living 
Livermore Valley - People from all faith 
traditions, cultures, races and sexual 
orientations welcome. Sunday service 
at 10:00 a.m. Youth and teen programs 
offered as well. All are welcome. Meeting 
place 1886 College Ave., Livermore. For 
more information contact revharriet1@
yahoo.com or visit us at http://csllvlight-
house.org.

St. Matthews Baptist Church, 851 
Rincon Ave., Livermore. www, smbclive.
com or 443.3686. Dr. Allen S. Turner. 
Worship services 8 and 11 a.m., Sunday 
family Bible school, 9:30 p.m., Bible study 
and youth ministry, Wednesday 7 p.m. 
Feed the homeless, Saturday 11 a.m. 
Prayer, 6 p.m. weekdays. 

Tri-Valley Church of Christ, gives 
away clothing and other items every 
Monday 10-12. Donations are also ac-
cepted on Mondays between 10-12. 4418 
E. Avenue, Livermore.

Christ Church (a nondenominational 
evangelical church formerly meeting in 
Pleasanton), Now meeting at Arroyo Mocho 
Elementary School, 1040 Florence Rd., 
Livermore. Worship service at 9:00 a.m.; 
Educational Classes for all ages at 11:00 
a.m. visit: www.christchurch-trivalley.org 
or call 925.846.0665.

Unity of Tri-Valley is a welcoming 
spiritual community for people of all faiths 
and backgrounds. Children's program 
available. Ongoing groups and activities. 
Rev. Micah Murdock, minister. 7567 Ama-
dor Valley Blvd., Suite 108, Dublin. 10:00 
am Sunday service. www.unityoftrivalley.
org. 925.829.2733.

GraceWay Church worships at 10 
a.m. Sundays at Alisal Elementary School, 
1454 Santa Rita Road while its new facility 
is being prepared. Services include band-
led worship music, Sunday School for 
preschoolers and elementary through high 
school students. Infant care is provided. 
www.gracewaylife.org (925) 846-4436. 

Grace Missionary Baptist Church, 
meets at 1759 Locust St., Livermore. 
(925) 667-1610. www.gracembc.com. 
Sunday School, 9:45 am; Sunday Worship, 
11 am. Relevant and refreshing Bible 
teaching. Pastor: Jeff Barger.

Discovery Church of the Nazarene, 
5862 Las Positas Road, Livermore. Pastor 
Curtis Lillie, 925 449-5256. Community 
Breakfast (free) served every Sunday at 
9:30 AM. Worship Service, Sundays at 
10:45 AM

Gateway Church, 811 Marylin Av-
enue, Livermore. 9:30 a.m. Sunday School, 
11:00 a.m. Worship. For more information 
visit gatewaylivermore.org or call Larry 
Trummel at 449.1444.
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Milestones

Girls Scouts of Northern California Troop 30521 raised $150 to donate to ValleyCare 
Charitable Foundation. The funds will be used to purchase children’s books for 
pediatric patients visiting the Stanford Health Care – ValleyCare Urgent Care, as the 
Scouts wanted to provide some comfort and distraction to kids who may be feeling 
anxious or worried. Pictured are (bottom, from left) Sarah, Sarina, Carolyn, Elizabeth, 
Taya, Bella; (middle) Tallulah, Zena, Finley, Didde, Allie, Febe, Kaitlyn, Ashlynn; (back) 
leaders Myra and Kirsten.

 “Oh, the places you’ll 
go!” The Dr. Seuss classic 
that enthralled the Class of 
2017 when they were second 
graders took on new mean-
ing last week as 994 stu-
dents graduated from Liver-
more Valley Joint Unified 
School District (LVJUSD) 
high schools. Kelly Bowers, 
Ed.D., Superintendent of 
Schools, said, “Our students 
are absolutely ready to fulfill 
our District mission to con-
tribute and thrive. 

"Seeing our students grad-
uate, knowing the excellent 
education they have received 
thanks to our outstanding 
educators, gives me every 
confidence that our world 
will be better because of the 
contributions of the Class of 
2017,” she added.

The graduates were from 
the four District schools: 
Livermore High, Granada 
High, Del Valle Continuation 
High, and Vineyard Alterna- Livermore High Grads

tive High. In addition, 15 stu-
dents graduated from the first 
Middle College High School 
cohort, a joint academic pro-
gram offered by Las Positas 
College and the Tri-Valley 
school districts.

The Golden State Seal of 
Merit was awarded to 375 
of the LVJUSD graduates. 
The Seal recognizes superior 
academic accomplishment in 
six core subject areas. It is 
awarded jointly by the Cali-
fornia Department of Educa-
tion and the LVJUSD Board 
of Education. Another 120 
graduating seniors earned 
the California State Seal of 
Biliteracy, graduating with 
fluency in both English and 
a second language. Spanish, 
French, and Chinese were 
mastered by LVJUSD stu-
dents in the Class of 2017.

LVJUSD students will 
embark on their future jour-
neys, heading to college, the 
military, and the work force. 

college-bound this fall.” 
Congratulations, Class of 
2017!

 

Pauline Huben, Coordinator 
of the Migrant Education 
Program for LVJUSD, said, 

“We are very proud to share 
that all of the seniors in our 
Migrant Ed Program are 

The University of Alabama 
awarded approximately 5,000 
degrees during spring com-
mencement May 5-7.

Degree recipients included 
Pleasanton residents: Rachel 
Adkins, Bachelor of Arts and 
Master of Arts; Pratik Mehta of 
Pleasanton, Bachelor of Science 
in Mechanical Engineering; and, 
Nicole Ponzini, Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Commerce & Business 
Administration.

Justin Edward Gibson of 
Pleasanton,  a senior majoring 
in civil engineering, was named 
to the Dean's List for the spring 
2017 semester at Clarkson Uni-
versity. Dean's List students must 
achieve a minimum 3.25 grade-
point average and also carry at 
least 14 credit hours.

Hayley Do of Pleasanton, 
excelled during the Spring 2017 
semester, achieving a GPA of at 
least 3.5 to earn a spot on the 
Dean's List.

Kavita Shah of Pleasanton,  
graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Communica-
tion Studies at Emerson Col-
lege's 137th commencement 
ceremony, held on May 14, 2017.

The Georgia Institute of 
Technology presented degrees 
to approximately 3,800 under-
graduate and graduate students 
during the Institute's 253rd 
Commencement exercises on 
May 5-6, 2017, at the McCamish 
Pavilion.

They included Pleasanton 
residents: Andrew Hong of 
Pleasanton, Bachelor of Science 
in Mechanical Engineering; and 
Sruti Bheri, Bachelor of Science 
in Biomedical Engineering.

Ziyao Yan of Pleasanton has 
been named to the University of 
Delaware's Dean's List for the 
Spring 2017 semester.

To meet eligibility require-
ments for the Dean's List, a stu-
dent must be enrolled full-time 
and earn a GPA of 3.33 or above 
(on a 4.0 scale) for the semester.

EDUCATION
The Pleasanton Lions Club, on behalf of the Matthew 

Yount Memorial Scholarship Foundation, gave out another 
round of scholarships this year. That brings the total to 
$23,000 since his passing in November of 2013. The schol-
arships are meant for two groups. One is the Cal Poly Study 
Abroad program, the program that Matthew was in when 
he tragically drowned in Spain. The other group are from 
Pleasanton high schools. Matthew had attended Foothill, 
but a student from any high school can apply through Mary 
Hart Reding and the Amador Valley Scholarships Inc. This 
year the Matthew Yount Foundation gave away scholarships 
to Sam Christensen and Patrick Mackle from Foothill and 
Caroline Clark, Cameron Huber, Jocelyn Santamaria and 
Katie Sullivan from Amador Valley High School. 

This year the Pleasanton Lions Club and the Matthew 
Yount Foundation are planning a golf outing on Friday, July 
21st at the Pleasanton Golf Center located in the Pleasanton 
Fairgrounds. Start time is 3:00pm with dinner served by 
Eddie Papa's restaurant at 5:30. Price is $85 for adults, $50 
for students and dinner only $40. RSVP to Greg Yount @ 
yountbz@yahoo.com or by calling 925-730-3874.

Pleasanton Lions Club 
Awards Scholarships

Livermore Graduates Awarded Diplomas; Honors




