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education stories, a variety of 
features,  and the arts and enter-
tainment and bulletin board list

PETS OF THE WEEK
These two kittens, who we call "Bert & Ernie," are a 
pair that will most certainly make you chuckle. Who 
needs puppets when you have kittens? Just like the 
characters on TV, these two goofy guys each have their 
own personality. To meet this wacky duo, visit  Valley 
Humane Society's Kitty City located at 3670 Nevada Street 
in Pleasanton. Call us at 925-426-8656, or check us out 
online at www.valleyhumane.org Valley Humane Society 
is located at 3670 Nevada Street in Pleasanton.
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Visitors walk over the glass bridge, one of the unique features in the new Firehouse Arts Center in Pleasanton.
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Wine tasting was a popular pastime over the weekend as the Livermore Valley Winegrowers 
Association hosted the annual Harvest Wine Celebration. Visitors are pictured at Mitchell Katz.

The Pleasanton Certified 
Farmers Market is looking for 
just 82 shoppers to donate $9.11 
on Saturday 9/11 to honor the 
service and sacrifice of Ameri-
can Armed Forces. The Farmers 
Market has pledged to match 
community donations up to 
$750.00 for a total donation goal 
of $1,500. 

Money raised will be awarded 
to Freedom Alliance Scholarship 
Fund, providing educational 
scholarships to children whose 
parents have been killed or per-
manently disabled while serving 
in Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
Operation Enduring Freedom in 
Afghanistan. 

Donations will be accepted 
under the “Road Warriors 2010” 
banner from 9 am -1 pm at 
the Farmers Market on Angela 
Street. For more information 
contact Candyce Roberts at 
925-600-0664 or PCFMA at 925-
825-9090.

Funds Sought for 
Freedom Alliance 
Scholarships

The new Firehouse Arts Cen-
ter in downtown Pleasanton will 
officially open the weekend of 
Sept. 17-19 with a series of cel-
ebrations.

A sold-out gala will be held 
Sept. 17. 

The public grand opening and 
dedication is set for Sat., Sept. 
18. Free activities will be offered 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  They 
include artists demonstrations, 
live music, theater performances, 
self-guided tours of the facility, 
art activities for children, and 
refreshments.

On Sunday, the “First at the 
Firehouse” art exhibit will open. 
Artwork to be displayed in the 
gallery has been created by 
members of the Pleasanton Art 
League. The artists reception is 
from 2 to 4 p.m. It is open to the 
public at no charge.

The facility at 4444 Railroad 
Avenue in downtown Pleasanton 
includes a 227-seat flexible studio 
theater, 2000 square feet of gal-
lery space, two large classrooms, 
a lobby, and several patios. It is 
adjacent to Lions Wayside Park. 
There are two trails near the cen-

ter, one a jogging trail, the other 
a multi-use trail.

The premiere season will in-
clude music, drama, visual arts 
and literary events for all ages. 

Andy Jorgensen, the city’s 
Civic Arts director, said it is 
a dream come true. The idea 
was to have a small theater that 
complements the Amador The-
ater, a gallery where local and 
national artists can be featured, 
and classrooms. “We looked at 
the adaptive reuse of an histori-
cal building, creating a facility 
that would have all these ameni-

ties. The focus was on the old 
firehouse.”

The Pleasanton Cultural Arts 
Foundation (PCAF)  has pro-
vided both funds and advocacy. 
Jorgensen said that  the first foun-
dation president Greg Reznick 
told as, “Build your dreams, 
don’t hold back. This will prob-
ably be all you get for sometime. 
Make it the best you can.”

In 2008, construction began. 
The city provided the majority 
of the funding. PCAF pledged to 
raise additional money.

(See FIREHOUSE, page 12)

Firehouse Arts Center Ready for Public DebutWith just a few more days to 
go before the start of the Liver-
more Valley Performing Arts 
Center’s (LVPAC) 4th season 
of performances at Livermore’s 
downtown Bankhead Theater, 
advance ticket sales for the 
LVPAC Presents series of na-
tional  and international attrac-
tions are running more than 30% 
ahead of last season .  

Len Alexander, LVPAC’s Ex-
ecutive Director observed, “In to-
day’s uncertain economy, we’ve 
been gratified to see a strong 
response to the 2010-11 season 
we announced back in late June.  
With more than $140,000 worth 
of tickets sold to date, we have 
exceeded last year’s sales and are 
at slightly more than 30% of our 
overall sales goal.  This compares 
most favorably with reports from 
other California venues that are 
experiencing declines in their 
advance sales.”  

Several reasons have been 
given to explain the increased 
sales, including a more diverse 
season of attractions, an increase 
in performances on weekends, 
and, after three seasons of suc-
cessful presentations, the devel-
opment of a loyal audience of 
patrons willing to experience a 
range of performances.  

“We are particularly pleased 
to see the growth of a strong 
core audience that appreciates 
the convenience of making the 
Bankhead Theater their primary 
choice for live entertainment.  
The volume of ticket sales per 
patron has never been higher” 
Alexander said. “As downtown 
Livermore continues to develop 
its profile as the Tri-Valley’s new 
shopping, dining and entertain-
ment destination, our audiences 
are reflecting greater diversity 
in both home location and age.  
Our programming will continue 
to reflect and accommodate that 
diversity,” he concluded.

The 2010-11 season of LVPAC 
Presents kicks off on Friday, Sep-
tember 10 at 8 pm with Spencer 
Day, a young singing, songwrit-

Bankhead Theater 
Ticket Sales Up 
More Than 30%

(See TICKETS, page 2)

By Ron McNicoll
Valley school districts have 

learned what their share of $1.2 
billion of new federal money 
for California education will be. 
However, they are waiting until 
the state has a budget before 
plugging the money into their 
own budgets.

Also, as of Tuesday, they 
were still waiting for Gov. Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger to sign 
enabling bills passed by leg-

School Districts Eye How They 
Would Spend New Federal Aid

islators, which would officially 
send the money on to school 
districts.

One of the two bills, AB 185, 
was written by Assemblymem-
ber Joan Buchanan, a former 
San Ramon Valley school board 
member.

The other bill, SB 847, was 
written by Senate President pro 
tem Darrell Steinberg and As-
sembly Speaker John Perez. It 
passed on Sept. 1.

Assuming the governor signs 
the bills, districts then will check 
with Sacramento to look at offi-
cial guidelines defining how they 
can spend the money.

The money is part of a federal 
stimulus bill that sent more than 
$2 billion to California, with $1.2 
billion of it slated for education.

The intention is to help school 
districts retain staff or hire new 
staff, since most districts in the 
state have lost personnel because 

of the shortcomings of the state 
budget.

The funds could also be used 
to extend the school year. It will 
be up to districts to negotiate with 
employees concerning contract 
changes, once school boards de-
cide how to spend the money.

The money will be available 
for one-time spending, not an 
ongoing situation. Valley educa-
tors varied in their opinions about 
whether the money could be split 

between the current school year 
and the following school year. 
The state guidelines are expected 
to clarify that point.

In the Valley, Livermore will 
receive $2.43 million, Pleasanton  
$3.03 million, and Dublin $1.29 
million.

The money will be allocated 
according to the regular formulas 
used by the state for school dis-
tricts. Under that rule, Livermore 

(See SCHOOLS, page 4)

The City of Livermore has 
four homes available for pur-
chase by moderate to low income 
families.

The homes are offered through 
the Neighborhood Stabilization 
Program (NSP), funded by the 
federal government’s Housing 
and Economic Recovery Act. 
Under the program, foreclosed 
homes are purchased, refur-
bished, and then sold. The idea, 
said Frances Reisner, City of 
Livermore housing specialist, 
is that by putting value into a 
property, you are lifting up the 
entire neighborhood.

Livermore, in conjunction 
with Berkeley, Fremont, San 

Livermore 
Has Homes 
To Purchase

(See HOMES, page 5)

Development on Staples 
Ranch can now move forward.

At its meeting on Tuesday, 
the Pleasanton City Council gave 
unanimous approval to a Con-
tinuing Life Community (CLC) 
facility, the Hendricks auto mall, 
and a neighborhood park. 

The 124 acre Staples Ranch 
site is owned by Alameda Coun-
ty. Is located on the northeastern 
side of Pleasanton.

The council chambers were 
again filled with supporters of 
the CLC.

The council approved planned 
unit development provisions for 
each project.

CLC proposes to construct 
a senior continuing care com-

Staples 
Ranch 
Plans 
to Move 
Forward

(See STAPLES RANCH, page 5)

Lam Research, manufactur-
ers of machinery for computer 
chipmakers, will be moving 350 
of its employees to Livermore at 
the end of the year.

Lam is located in Fremont, 
and will keep the 1200 employ-
ees in its other operations there.

The firm had built a Liver-
more facility in 2008 near KLA-
Tencor east of the Livermore 
airport. However, the firm did 
not move employees to Liver-
more at that time, because of 

By Ron McNicoll
An Altamont rancher urged 

Alameda County planning staff 
and consultants to be sure they 
don’t overlook the impact of 
wind turbine noise on nearby 

Lam Research Bringing 
350  Jobs to Livermore

the decline in the international 
chip market, said Lisa Garber, 
managing director of corporate 
communications for Lam.

They are now moving some 
operations to Livermore, because 
they feel more confident about 
the world market.

Lam makes semi-conductor 
fabrication systems for such 
firms as Samsung, Hyundai, and 
Intel.

The company has offices 
worldwide.

County Asked to Look at Wind 
Turbine Impacts on Neighbors

residents.
Eric Sweet, member of a 

longtime ranching family whose 
home is on North Flynn Road, 
said that in preparing an EIR for 

(See WIND, page 4)



PAGE 2 - The Independent, SEPTEMBER 9, 2010

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Congressman Jerry McNerney (right) and Pleasanton Mayor Jennifer Hosterman took part in the 
“Celebrity Bagger” event last weekend at Safeway in Pleasanton. They bagged groceries to raise 
awareness for the Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA). Each year, the Safeway Foundation 
raises funds for MDA through donations by employees and customers.  The current MDA campaign 
ended on September 6  at midnight.  In addition to the local celebrities, MDA client and Pleasanton 
resident David Fletcher (age 6) and his father Vince were on hand to greet customers and to share 
their experiences.
  

With Northern California’s 
first Express Lane set to open 
September 20, contractors put-
ting the final touches on the lane 
will change carpool lane striping 
to “limited access” on 14 miles of 
Interstate 680 southbound from 
Pleasanton to Milpitas, starting 
the week of September 7. Two 
lanes will be closed each night 
along a portion of the project to 
facilitate the striping work.

For the first time, solo drivers 
can choose to use the carpool lane 
by paying a toll electronically via 
a FasTrak® toll tag. Carpools, 
transit vehicles, and motorcycles, 
as well as hybrid vehicles with a 
valid sticker, will continue to use 
the lane for free.

A 2-foot-wide buffer zone, 
featuring double solid lines, will 
be created to separate the I-680 
Express Lane from the general 
purpose lanes between High-
way 84 and Highway 237. Solo 
Express Lane drivers, as well as 
carpool vehicles, will have spe-
cific entry and exit points rather 
than open access across a dotted 
line. It is against the law to cross 

over the double solid line buffer 
that marks the Express Lane.

“Limited access is definitely 
new in Northern California. It’s 
common for carpool and Express 
Lanes in Southern California 
and elsewhere in the country,” 
said Scott Haggerty, chair of 
the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission and of the joint 
powers authority overseeing the 
I-680 Express Lane. “The solid 
lines should reduce cheating by 
discouraging non-paying solo 
drivers from cutting in and out 
of the lane. With an 1,800-foot-
long merge lane at access points, 
it should be safer, too.”

There will be three entry 
points and three exit points 
along the lane’s 14-mile route. 
The buffer zone striping will 
be completed in segments each 
night, starting with the portion 
from Sheridan Road to Mission 
Boulevard north (Highway 238), 
and will be completed in time for 
the Express Lane to open at 5 
a.m. on Monday September 20. 
During this final construction 

period, carpoolers may need to 
enter or leave the carpool lane at 
a different point than in the past 
in adjusting to limited access 
striping. Full details are online at 
www.680expresslane.org .

Entry and exit points are as 
follows:

Entry 1: The lane starts in Su-
nol 1 mile south of Highway 84, 
1/4 mile before Andrade. Entry 
serves drivers from Pleasanton 
and areas farther north, or driv-
ers from Livermore and areas 
farther east.

Entry 2: Just past Mission 
Boulevard north (Highway 238), 
before Washington Blvd. En-
try serves drivers entering the 
freeway at Andrade, Sheridan, 
Vargas, and Mission north.

Entry 3: Past Auto Mall Park-
way before Mission Boulevard 
south (Highway 262). Entry 
serves drivers entering the free-
way at Washington and Auto 
Mall.

Exit 1: Past Auto Mall Park-
way 

Exit 2: Just past Jacklin 

Road 
Exit 3: The lane ends south of 

Highway 237.
Besides re-striping the road-

way, contractors are testing the 
electronic toll collection system’s 
ability to change toll amounts as 
traffic conditions change, test-
ing enforcement equipment, and 
testing communications from 
the “readers” along the lane to 
the FasTrak computer system so 
tolls can be charged accurately. 
Drivers in the carpool lane may 
hear a “beep” or see a light flash 
as the electronics are being 
tested. However, no tolls are be-
ing charged and no violations are 
being issued.

The lane will operate Mon-
days through Fridays from 5 a.m. 
to 8 p.m., replacing the current 
carpool lane hours. The lane 
will be “open to all” at night and 
on weekends. California High-
way Patrol officers will provide 
enforcement using visual and 
electronic means.

Solo drivers who want to use 
the I-680 Express Lane between 
5 a.m. and 8 p.m. will need to 
have a FasTrak toll tag mounted 
on their windshield. They will 
be charged a toll each time they 
choose to use the Express Lane. 
The operation will be fully elec-
tronic, with no tollbooths or toll-
gates, so customers will not need 
to slow down or stop to pay.

Motorists with a FasTrak toll 
tag can enter the Express Lane at 
designated places. An overhead 
electronic sign will display the 
current toll being assessed. Toll 
costs will vary based on real-time 
traffic levels on the Express Lane 
to ensure that traffic in the lane 
flows smoothly.

The project’s goal is to ensure 
that traffic is always flowing 
smoothly in the Express Lane by 
utilizing “dynamic pricing.” Tolls 
will be determined by the amount 
of traffic traveling in the Express 
Lane and the general purpose 
lanes at any given time. During 
peak periods, when there is more 

traffic in the Express Lane, the 
toll will be higher to discourage 
too many additional solo drivers 
from entering and making the 
Express Lane congested. During 
off-peak periods, when fewer 
vehicles are using the lane, the 
toll will be lower. By changing 
the toll in response to the level of 
demand, traffic will keep flowing 
smoothly in the Express Lane.  At 
the same time, the increased uti-
lization of the Express Lane will 
improve the conditions within the 
general purpose lanes.

To obtain a FasTrak toll tag, 
drivers can go to www.bayarea-
fastrak.org or to a Safeway, 
Costco or Walgreen’s store. The 
tag works on all toll lanes and 
bridges.

Express Lanes have oper-
ated in Southern California and 
elsewhere in the country for 
many years. After I-680, the next 
Express Lanes in the Bay Area 
will be I-580 from Pleasanton to 
Livermore and the Highway 237 
flyover to I-880 in Milpitas.

Express Lanes Being Prepared for Opening

ing sensation.  Day’s voice has 
produced comparisons to Harry 
Connick Jr. and Michael Bublé, 
and his compositions to those 
of Cole Porter, Paul Simon and 
Rufus Wainwright. 

Following Day, is the return 
of LVPAC’s annual Guitar Fes-
tival on September 17 and 18, 

featuring headline performances 
in the Bankhead Theater as well 
as free outdoor concerts, guitar 
player workshops, the latest 
guitar-related merchandise and 
special events.

The Bankhead Theater is 
located at 2400 First Street in 
Downtown Livermore. The ticket 

TICKETS
(continued from page one)

office is open Tuesday through 
Saturday from 12:00 noon to 
6:00 p.m. On performance days 
the ticket office remains open 
through intermission. To pur-
chase tickets, call 925-373-6800 
or visit the LVPAC website at 
www.livermoreperformingarts.
org



Police are seeking assistance from the com-
munity in identifying a suspect who attacked 

an older woman in Liver-
more.

The incident took place 
on August 31 at approxi-
mately 3:40 p.m.

Then 89 year old female 
was walking along the path 
near the Arroyo Mocho 
Creek at Arroyo Road and 
L St. in Livermore when 
she was approached by 
the suspect who began 
walking with her.  The 

suspect engaged in conversation with the victim 
referring to himself as “Cameron,” stating that 
he was in the seventh grade.  As they continued 
walking together, the suspect then told the victim 
he wanted to show her something off the path.  
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The victim followed the suspect off the path at 
which time the suspect struck the victim about 
the head with an unknown object.  The blow to 
the victim’s head caused the victim to fall down 
and the suspect continued to strike the victim re-
peatedly about the head as she lay on the ground.  
The victim yelled for help and a passerby who 
heard her, immediately came to her aid.  Upon 
seeing the passerby, the suspect fled the area on 
a non-motorized scooter. 

The victim sustained a significant head in-
jury and was transported to a local hospital for 
treatment.  She was treated for her injuries and 
released from the hospital the following morn-
ing.

The suspect is described as a white male ju-
venile approximately 13 years old. He has brown 
wavy short hair and a thin build. At the time of 
the incident he was wearing tan shorts and a gray 
or blue shirt.

 Anyone with information is asked to contact  
Lieutenant Ava Garavatti at (925) 371-4730.

Information Sought on Assault

World Games gold-medalists 
Kristin Allen and her mixed pair 
partner Michael Rodrigues, both 
of Livermore, West Coast Train-
ing Center, won the mixed-pair 
gold medal at the 2010 World 
Acrobatic Gymnastics Champi-
onships in Wroclaw, Poland. This 
is the USA’s sixth straight world 
medal in mixed pair.

“Michael and Kristin have 
worked so hard for this achieve-
ment,” said Steve Penny, Presi-
dent of USA Gymnastics. “Their 
performance reflects their com-
mitment and dedication, and we 
are thrilled for them.”

Recording a score of 28.600 
in their tango combined finals 
routine, 0.55 higher than their 
qualifying combined routine 
score, Allen and Rodrigues 
claimed the mixed-pair gold 
medal. Russian mixed pair Ta-
tiana Okulova and Revaz Gur-
genidze captured the silver with 
a 28.300.China’s Huang Yan and 
Zhang Shaolong took the bronze, 
posting a 27.858.

Allen and Rodrigues led qual-
ifying with a score of 84.810. 
Completing their first two quali-
fying routines on Friday, July 
16, the duo posted a 28.410 in 
balance, 28.350 in dynamic, and 
a 28.050 in combined to reach 
the finals. In the finals, which 
were a new-life, zero score for-
mat, the top 8 pairs performed a 
combined routine.

Allen and Rodrigues are 
coached by Marie Annonson. 
Youri Vorobiev was the del-
egation head coach at the World 
Championships,  Jay Binder the 
head of delegation, and Brandi 
Lewis was the team manager.

The duo was the winner of last 
year’s Livermore’s Got Talent 
Competition. 

They have now singed a one 
year contract to appear with 
Curque du Soleil in Las Vegas.

Acrobatic gymnastics, previ-
ously referred to as sport acro-
batics, combines dance with the 
strength and agility of acrobatics. 
Gymnastics skills add excitement 
to the routines, while intense 
acrobatic balances show grace, 

Livermore Duo Brings 
Home International Gold

strength and flexibility. Routines 
are choreographed to music and 
consist of dance, tumbling, and 
partner skills. At the elite level, 
each pair or group performs a 
balance, dynamic and combined 
routine. Pyramids and partner 
holds characterize the balance 
routine, while synchronized 

Kristin Allen and Michael 
Rodrigues

tumbling and intricate flight 
elements define the dynamic 
routine. 

The combined routine unites 
elements of balance and dynam-
ic. An acrobatic gymnastics pair 
consists of a base and a top.  

Sometimes no news is good 
news.

The state Board of Equaliza-
tion (BOE) sent out letters in 
August to 99 jurisdictions around 
the state, telling them they will 
have a 5.4 percent reduction in 
their payments for August.

The money is part of an ad-
vance that the BOE sends to cit-
ies, based on estimates about how 
much the cities will collect in 
the current yearly quarter. If the 
money turns out to be too much, 
or too little, the state makes an 
adjustment.

Those cities had been project-
ed for a 5.7 percent increase in 
their sales and use tax revenues, 
which the state collects, and al-
locates to cities via the BOE.

Not only did those cities fail 
to make the projected gains, they 
fell backward. The BOE will be 
reducing payments by an addi-
tional 5.4 percent less than they 
thought they would receive.

Other jurisdictions fared even 
worse. Twenty-one will receive 
no monthly payment at all. Over-
all, the average statewide decline 
in sales and use tax revenue is 10 
percent, according to the BOE.

Livermore, Pleasanton and 
Dublin can breathe a little easier, 
though. They will not be receiv-
ing that BOE letter about a reduc-
tion in payments.

It’s not all golden news for 
the three cities. They were in the 
category of expecting gains of 5.7 
percent that didn’t materialize.

Although the cities won’t 
be going up in the amount to 
be sent to them, they won’t go 
down either. In other words, the 
performance is flat  as far as the 
BOE and its complicated formula 
is concerned.

However, flat looks good in 
this economy.

The August payments to the 
cities are $1,000,100 for Liver-
more, $1,074,000 for Pleasanton, 
and $728,000 for Dublin. The 

statistics released by the BOE 
were only for August. They 
probably will fluctuate month to 
month, through the fiscal year, 
which began July 1.

So far, the news concerning 
August gives some hope to Liver-
more. Last year, the city wound 
up with $3.2 million less than it 
expected for the entire fiscal year 
because the state had estimated 
too high earlier.

This year the estimates were 
right on target for the month of 
August, so there are no surprises 
for Livermore. “It’s good news 
that the state is not taking any 
money away this year,” said 
Livermore director of admin-
istrative services Holly Brock-
Cohn.

Since the cities need the 
monthly payments to help the 
continuing operation of city 
government, it definitely is good 
news.

In the overall budget picture, 
Livermore is projecting $14 mil-
lion for the current fiscal year, 
which began July 1. That’s lower 
than several years ago, before the 
recession began. Brock-Cohn did 
not have figures available that 
would measure the decline.

In Pleasanton, finance direc-

tor Emily Wagner said the city 
stayed flat in tax revenue from 
last year. Wagner is projecting 
“$16 million and some change” 
for the current fiscal year. That 
would be a few hundred thousand 
dollars more than the 2009/10 
fiscal year, she said.

The $16 million does not 
approach the revenue that Pleas-
anton collected in the good 
times before the recession. The 
city took in  $21 million in the 
2007/08 fiscal year.

In general, the lack of con-
sumer spending and business-to-
business spending, which is also 
taxed, is the reason for the flat 
tax performance, said the cities’ 
financial officials.

Dublin dropped to $11.6 mil-
lion from $14 million “two or 
three years ago,” said director 
of administrative services Paul 
Rankin. “Several major retailers 
are not here now,” said Rankin. 
He mentioned closures of Circuit 
City, Home Expo and Mervyn’s 
department store.

Dublin also lost “a lot of auto-
related sales tax. However, we 
did better than expected when 
(the federal government) offered 
the Cash for Clunkers program,” 
said Rankin.

Cities Hold Their Own on Sales 
Tax

The City of Pleasanton’s Al-
viso Adobe Community Park is 
currently seeking applicants to 
join their Volunteer Team!  

Interested volunteers may at-
tend an orientation on Saturday, 
September 11 from 1:00 to 2:00 
p.m. or on Tuesday, September 
14 from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. 
at Alviso Adobe Community 
Park, 3465 Old Foothill Road, 
Pleasanton.  Staff and lead vol-
unteers will give prospective 
volunteers an overview of the 

site and will discuss the many 
opportunities to assist in tours, 
programs, exhibits, garden help 
and administrative functions. 

The orientation is open to the 
public. Volunteers under the age 
of 15 must be accompanied by 
an adult during the entire ori-
entation. For more information, 
please contact Eric Nicholas, the 
City of Pleasanton Naturalist at 
(925) 931-3483 or email enicho-
las@ci.pleasanton.ca.us.

 

 

 

 

Volunteers Sought for Pleasan-
ton's Alviso Adobe Park
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K-9 Not Good For D 
The proposed expansion of a kennel near Castro Valley 

is like the “camel sticking his nose into the tent,” in the 
words of Diana Hannah.

Once the nose is in, the whole camel will inevitably fol-
low, notes Hannah.

She campaigned vigorously for passage of Measure D, 
the county open space/agriculture initiative, and has watch-
dogged it through the years. Hannah and other Measure D 
activists are fighting to nullify the county zoning board’s 
recent approval of Club K-9’s application for expansion of 
their facility from 65 to 100 dogs.The kennel is located on 
Crow Canyon Road a mile north of Norris Canyon Road.

The Measure D guardians contend that a kennel like Club 
K-9 is an urban use, not an agricultural one, and thus is not 
permitted under Measure D. If the zoning board’s approval 
were allowed to stand, warn the defenders, it will set a prec-
edent, seriously endangering Measure D’s ag goals.

The issue will likely end up in front of the Board of Su-
pervisors. They’ve denied two previous applications where 
the issues were similar to this one. Based on those decisions 
and on remarks by Supervisor Nate Miley regarding one of 
the earlier application, it appears the supervisors are keenly 
aware of what’s at stake — the precedent-setting nature of 
this application.

We look for them to overturn the zoning board’s ap-
proval.

Keep that camel’s nose out!  
 

receives $600,000 less, because it 
has lower school enrollment than 
does Pleasanton, even though 
Livermore’s city population is 
larger.

Current enrollment figures, as 
of last week or this week, depend-
ing on the district, are 12,880 in 
Livermore, 14,866 in Pleasanton, 
and 6,200 in Dublin.

In the past, when federal 
money was available to Califor-
nia, state government passed it 
on to school districts, but then 
took away a like amount from the 
state’s Proposition 98 guaranteed 
funding for schools.

However, this time that’s un-
likely to happen, said Livermore 
superintendent Kelly Bowers. 
The federal legislation requires 
that states cannot use the money 
to establish a rainy day fund or 
retire state debt. “We think we 
might realize these funds,” said 
Bowers.

There is no state budget yet, 
so districts don’t know exactly 
what to expect for their overall 
fiscal aid from the state. Staffs 
will be preparing scenarios for 
their boards. However, the boards 
won’t take action until after the 
state budget is approved, said 
Bowers. Some political sources 
have said that may not happen 
until after the election in No-
vember.

Livermore already has plans 
for a budget study workshop. 
No date has been set. However, 
Bowers said it likely will occur 
sometime in the first two weeks 
of October.

“We want to determine priori-
ties for restoring or cutting. We 

always give (the board) options 
to consider. At least we can give 
them more flex than before,” said 
Bowers.

Pleasanton assistant superin-
tendent of business Luz Cazares 
also will be analyzing what the 
federal money will mean for 
the district. “We’ll start talking 
about priorities (with the board), 
but won’t actually take it to the 
board for approval” until the state 
passes a budget, she said.

In Dublin, superintendent 
Steve Hanke said that the money 
affects three areas of a district’s 
operations. One intention of the 
law is for districts to pull back 
any teachers that were laid off. 
Since Dublin laid off no one, the 
money wouldn’t be used to bring 
back teachers.

A combination of retiring 
teachers, and a boost of enroll-
ment by about 300 to 350 stu-
dents for this school year has 
eliminated the creation of any 
faculty gaps. In fact, Dublin hired 
20 new teachers this year, to keep 
up with enrollment. The addi-
tional daily attendance revenue is 
enough to cover it, he said.

Dublin will look at restoring 
the elimination of the one in-
structional day and one teacher 
furlough day that were approved 
for this year’s budget.

“We will look into using it 
for further professional develop-
ment. That’s absolutely crucial 
in the district. If we can, we will 
stretch the money over the cur-
rent fiscal year and next year,” 
said Hanke.

SCHOOLS
(continued from page one)

two turbine repowering projects 
in the Altamont, the county 
needs to keep in mind the noise 
impacts on neighbors. He made 
his remarks at an EIR scoping 
meeting at the Dublin Library 
on Sept. 2.

Sweet said he did his own 
checking about noise on his 
property, and found it to be over 
100 decibels (dB). Information 
on the Wikipedia site shows that 
100 dB is the level for a jackham-
mer at one yard, or a jet engine 
at 100 yards. Hearing loss can 
occur from sounds over 85 dB, 
not necessarily with constant 
exposure, he stated.

Sweet told the Independent 
later that typically in the wind-
ier months, the turbines operate 
about four days out of seven, 
around the clock.

Sweet noted that when he held 
parties out in his yeard, owners 
of the nearby turbines have been 
nice enough to shut them down, 
when he has called. He said he 
wants to work with all concerned 
for a balanced solution, and does 
support clean energy.

Sweet said at the meeting that 
he could not obtain an answer in 

earlier conversations with county 
staff about how big a setback is 
required for turbines in residen-
tial areas.

Assistant county planner San-
dy Rivera assured Sweet that 
there are setback requirements. 
She will provide them to Sweet.

‘WIND TURBINE 
SYNDROME’

RAISED BY SOME
Later, Sweet told the Inde-

pendent that noise might not be 
the only impact on neighbors. 
He has read about Wind Turbine 
Syndrome, which neighbors in 
some locations in the United 
States, Canada and Australia 
have said are linked to their ver-
tigo, migraines, motion sickness 
and other problems.

The “syndrome” was coined 
by New York pediatrician Dr. 
Nina Pierpont. It holds that the 
vibrations from the low fre-
quency sounds of the big blades 
are impairing health of nearby 
residents, said Sweet.

A look at the issue on the 
internet shows that Pierpont and 
others have raised this question. 
Anti-turbine political activity 
seems to be especially sharp in 

Ontario, Canada. Pierpont re-
ported at least 12 different health 
effects on a website that promotes 
her book on the topic. Most of the 
subjects obtained relief when 
they moved away from the wind 
power area, she said.

However, some discount the 
theory. One article, appearing 
on businessgreen.com, quotes a 
British wind power association 
as saying that Pierpont’s study is 
flawed, because of insufficient 
data. It said that she interviewed 
only 38 people in 10 families.

TWO FIRMS WANT TO
REPLACE OLD TURBINES

In preparing the EIR for two 
firms’ plans to repower major 
areas in the Altamont, county 
staff held the scoping session in 
Dublin to hear what the public 
would like to have studied. 

One area of 7650 acres would 
be repowered by Altamont Winds, 
LLC, which wants to dismantle 
and remove hundreds of old 
turbine towers and replace them 
with with 60 turbines, rated at 
1600 kilowatts each.

The idea is to produce more 
power with fewer turbines, 
thanks to technological improve-

ments since the 1980s, when the 
Altamont wind farm was first 
installed.

Altamont Winds’ project 
would be south of Interstate 580 
in a designated area that covers 
approximately 7600 acres.

The new towers would be 262 
feet tall, compared to the current 
towers, which range from 60 to 
140 feet in height.

The other project, by NextEra, 
would be phased in between 2012 
and 2018. It would be at locations 
both north and south of Interstate 
580 on 8950 acres. Up to 59 new 
turbines would replace hundreds 
of old ones. Each turbine would 
be capable of producing 2.3 
megawatts. Their height would 
be 428 feet.

The staff report about repow-
ering the two projects is available 
at the county planning website 
at www.acgov.org/cda/planning, 
with further directions on the site 
itself. The report is also available 
on a CD-ROM from the depart-
ment, which may be reached at 
(510) 670-5400. Public comment 
period on the draft ends at 5 p.m. 
Oct. 8.

The Livermore-Amador Val-
ley League of Women Voters and 
the Livermore-Pleasanton-Dub-
lin Branch of the American As-
sociation of University Women 
will host five candidates’ forums 
for the Tri-Valley Area.

The first forum, co-sponsored 
with the Dublin Women’s Club, 
for candidates running for the 
Dublin City Council will be held 
at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, Septem-
ber 13, in the Dublin City Coun-
cil Chamber, 100 Civic Plaza, 
Dublin. The candidates are Don 
Biddle, Eric Swalwell, Kate Ann 
Scholz, and Shawn Costello.

The forum for Livermore 
School Board candidates will 
be held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
September 14, in the Livermore 
School District Board Room, 685 
East Jack London Boulevard, 
Livermore. Candidates are Bill 
Dunlop, Tom McLaughlin, Kate 
Runyon, and Anne White.

The Pleasanton School Board 
candidates’ forum will be held at 
the Pleasanton School District 
Office, 4665 Bernal Avenue, 
Pleasanton, at 7:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, September 16. The 

The Pleasanton City Council 
voted unanimously in closed 
session to defend against the 
most recent lawsuit filed by the 
Lin family.

The Lins are the owners of 
property in the southeast hills 
of Pleasanton where Oak Grove 
would have been built. The proj-
ect was successfully referended.

An attorney representing a 
Pleasanton citizen had sent a 
letter asking that the city fight 
the lawsuit.

Robin B. Kennedy, of the law 
firm Miller Starr Regalia, is rep-
resenting Allen Roberts.

Roberts, among many others 
participated in the successful 
effort to referend the Oak Grove 
development project. 

Kennedy writes in a letter to 
the city council, “By their action 
in referending the ordinance that 
authorized its Project Approv-
als, the voters fully expected the 
Development Agreement to be 
invalidated and it is the council’s 
duty and obligation to follow 
the law and bring its citizens’ 
and voters’ manifest intent to 
fruition.”

WIND
(continued from page one)

forum is being co-sponsored by 
the Pleasanton PTA Council. The 
candidates are Sandy Piderit, Jeff 
Bowser, and Joan Laursen.

The Dublin San Ramon Ser-
vices District candidates’ forum 
will be held at 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, September 27, in the 
DSRSD Board Room, 7051 Dub-
lin Boulevard. It will be co-spon-
sored by the Dublin Women’s 
Club. The candidates are Dawn 
Benson, Rosilind “Roz” Rogoff, 
James Shand, and Georgean 
Vonheeder-Leopold.

The final forum, to be held on 
Tuesday, October 12, will begin 
at 7:00 p.m. for the Pleasanton 
City Council candidates. They 
are Cheryl Cook-Kallio, Jerry 
Thorne, Karla Brown and Fred 
Watson. Then at 8:00 p.m. a 
forum will be held for the two 
candidates for Mayor, Jennifer 
Hosterman and Cindy McGov-
ern.

The goal of these forums is to 
provide an informed and active 
electorate as well as an opportu-
nity for the voting public to meet 
and hear the candidates. The pub-
lic is encouraged to attend.

Series of Forums for 
Candidates Scheduled

The hand delivered letter, 
states, “Specifically, our client 
strenuously urges the council to 
defend the city - diligently and 
vigorously - against the causes 
of action brought in the com-
plaint.”

In their complaint, the Lins 
ask the court to declare that the 
city is obligated to amend the de-
velopment agreement ordinance 
to eliminate the “poison pill” 
provision or take other compa-
rable action to protect the Lins’ 
“alleged” vested rights. The Lins 
are also asking for attorneys’ fees 
and costs of the lawsuit.

The poison pill was placed in 
both the development agreement 
ordinance and the planned unit 
development  (PUD) ordinance 
approval by the city council. The 
poison pill provides that if either 
the PUD or the agreement were 
successfully referended, the other 
ordinance would be nullified.

After several years of legal 
actions, Pleasanton voters suc-
cessfully referended the PUD 
on June 8.

Kennedy writes in the letter 
to the council, “The referendum 

effort by our client and numerous 
other citizens lasted approxi-
mately 31 months. After such 
an extended, time consuming 
and passionate effort, and given 
the applicable law and equities, 
we believe that the City has no 
moral or legal choice other than 
to defend and uphold the will of 
the citizens of Pleasanton with re-
spect to the Project. Capitulation 
by the Council to the demands 
of the Lins at this stage would 
nullify the monumental efforts 
made by the citizens to referend 
the Project and would ignore the 
will of the people of Pleasanton 
who overwhelmingly voted to 
reject the Project. 

“Furthermore, we believe the 
Lins’ complaint is wholly without 
merit and that the city would pre-
vail in its defense. Among other 
powerful legal arguments that 
the City can raise as a defense 
is that performance cannot be 
enforced against a party to a con-
tract, if  assent was obtained by 
the misrepresentation, conceal-
ment, circumvention, or unfair 
practices of any party to whom 

performance would become due 
under the contract . . .”

The letter from the attorney to 
the city council points out that a 
letter of agreement was signed by 
the representatives of the Lins. 
It acknowledges that the Lins 
agreed that if the City of Pleasan-
ton PUD were set aside through 
the referendum, the development 
agreement would cease to be of 
force and effect. “We will claim 
no vested rights.”

Kennedy continues  that the 
Lins now renege on their agree-
ment and demand “equitable” 
specific performance of a con-
tract (i.e., the Development 
Agreement) that was signed by 
the City Manager in justifiable 
reliance upon the Lins’ and their 
attorneys’ agreement and clear 
representations that they would 
not claim that their rights were 
vested if the project were refer-
ended by the voters. “It is clear 
that the Lins had no intention 
of keeping their promise made 
in the Letter Agreement. It be-
hooves the City Council not to 
allow this outrage to stand.”

Pleasanton to Defend Against Lin Lawsuit

The City of Pleasanton offers 
the next in a series of marketing 
workshops targeting Pleasanton 
retail and restaurant businesses 
on Tuesday, September 14 from 
8:00 to 9:00 a.m. at The Farmer 
Restaurant at 855 Main Street.

All Pleasanton retail and 
restaurant establishments are 
invited to participate in this free 
workshop to learn about the ben-
efits of a soon-to-be- launched 
‘shop local’ holiday campaign. 
Participants will learn about 
national statistics on the success 

Pleasanton Offers Marketing Session
of ‘shop local’ campaigns and 
how they can increase holiday 
sales and help to create a network 
of loyal customers. The event is 
free to Pleasanton businesses and 
all attendees will receive a ‘shop 
local’ kit with materials and 
instructions on how to capture 
more holiday sales.

Participants are encouraged to 
register by Friday, September 10 
to Rebecca Perry at (925) 931-
5038 or send an email rperry@
ci.pleasanton.ca.us

(Opinions voiced in letters 
published in Mailbox are those 
of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the opinion of The 
Independent. Letter Policy: The 
Independent will not publish 
anonymous letters, nor will it 
publish letters without names. 
Abusive letters may be rejected 
or edited. Frequent letter writers 
may have publication of their 
letters delayed.)

No Parcel Tax
Troy Dameron
Pleasanton

I must speak up.  The Pleas-
anton Unified School District 
continues to press for a parcel tax 
to be levied against the citizens 
of Pleasanton, when We the citi-
zens of this fair city have already 
said no through our vote.  I have 
watched the numbers on the sup-
posed budget short-fall (since 
last January 2010) range from $3 
million, ballooning to estimated 
numbers hard to fathom for a 
mid-sized city school district.  
I have compared salaries to 
other teacher’s in this state, and 
PUSD teachers by far are paid 
significantly higher and have 
higher pensions as well. 

There are PTA board members 
who are trying to subvert the 
super majority vote requirements 
to make it “easier” to pass this 
measure.  The PUSD has already 
spent tens of thousands of dollars, 
if not hundreds of thousands of 
dollars on surveys, consulting 
companies, etc. to “sell” the citi-
zens of Pleasanton on adopting a 
parcel tax to decrease the budget 
shortfall (i.e. pay teachers more 
and their pensions).  Now, they 
are proposing another survey to 
somehow “convince” us that this 
parcel tax is necessary.  If they use 
the full amount of taxpayer funds 
to complete this survey (up to 7 
months), the cost on this venture 
alone will be around $66,700!  
Stop wasting our money! 

As a small business owner, 
with this recession my business 
has stagnated and declined by at 
least 30%.  With looming federal 
and state tax increases pending, 
the amount of decrease in my 
business will likely increase and 
may in fact close.  We are all 
struggling economically during 
this time.  I am a private instruc-
tor myself, so I value teachers.  
However, the PUSD needs to do 
the same thing We citizens do 
when economic times get tough 
- live with what you already get 
from the state (i.e. We the taxpay-
ers).  If you can’t balance your 
budget, don’t expect us to bail 

you out! 
Even in the best of economic 

times, an increase in taxes is not 
favorable.  It is even less in a 
sustained recession.  PUSD, quit 
wasting valuable tax dollars on 
marketing and other “gimmicks” 
to convince us to support some-
thing we’ve already voted down.  
Teachers, I support you and value 
what you do for our children, but 
we all have to sacrifice in tough 
times, and you’re no exception.

I am just one person with one 
voice and one vote in this city, but 
I will stand in strong opposition 
to the proposed parcel tax and 
will do everything in my power to 
stop it.  I will march with placards 
at Wal Mart, Safeway, and down 
the streets of Pleasanton if I have 
to.  We are taxed enough already!  
Live within your means PUSD, 
and if your means cannot meet 
the ends, then you better adjust 
all those union pensions.  And 
quit spending our hard earned 
money on surveys, consultants, 
and marketing to “sell” us on 
this parcel tax.  We rejected it 
once, we’ll reject it again.  By the 
way, with the taxpayer funds that 
you’ve used on all this “convinc-
ing,” how much equipment and 
supplies could you have more 
effectively provided for our 
children?

Superfund Cleanup
Marylia Kelley,
Executive Director
Tri-Valley CAREs

Some in the community may 
be aware that the Livermore Lab 
Main Site was placed on the 
EPA Superfund list of most con-
taminated sites in the country in 
1987. And, some may know that 
the Lab’s Site 300 was placed on 
the Superfund list in 1990. Both 
locations have toxic and radioac-
tive pollutants oozing through the 
soils and ground water.

Fewer in the community, how-
ever, realize that the toxic ground 
water plume emanating from the 
Lab’s Main Site reaches Char-
lotte Way, Big Trees Park and the 
community swimming pool.

Fewer still know that the 
Lab’s existing cleanup infrastruc-
ture is not sufficient to reach and 
clean up this “leading edge” of 
the off-site toxic plume.

Tri-Valley CAREs has been 
working for decades to ensure a 
thorough cleanup of the hazards 
posed by nuclear weapons devel-
opment at Livermore Lab. There 
are major opportunities coming 
up for community members to 
make a positive difference.

On September 30, Tri-Valley 

CAREs will host an informa-
tional community meeting titled: 
“Toxics, Radiation, Superfund 
and Livermore Lab.”

The meeting will feature envi-
ronmental scientist Peter Strauss, 
and will offer a chance to ask 
questions and obtain information 
in a supportive environment. This 
meeting will be held near the off-
site plume. There will be a short 
“field trip” to Big Trees Park to 
see two possible pipeline routes 
that could be used to pump the 
contaminated water back onto 
Lab property for treatment.

In October, Livermore Lab is 
scheduled to hold a meeting to 
receive public comments on its 
proposed remedies for the off-site 
ground water plume, with a focus 
on choosing a pipeline route.

Tri-Valley CAREs’ aim is to 
help prepare the community to 
participate in that process. The 
community’s voice matters. Call 
Tri-Valley CAREs at (925) 443-
7148 or go to www.trivalleycares.
org for more information.

School Funds
Geo Schiller
Livermore

Several years ago, when a 
small group of Livermore parents 
decided to create their own “pub-
lic” school, the Livermore school 
district was forced to provide 
them with a campus and up-
grades free of any charges, thus 
the charter school on Sonoma 
Avenue was born. A few years 
later when those same parents 
decided that they wanted their 
now middle school aged children 
to continue their “private” educa-
tion in high school, the Liver-
more school district was forced 
to provide another free campus 
to the charter school – Portola 
Avenue School.

So, it was with great fascina-
tion and utter disgust that I read 
about the new campus afforded 
to the two Livermore charter 
schools. While our very own 
school district’s budget gets 
slashed to the bare bone, class 
sizes are ever increasing and 
teachers are laid off, the charter 
school somehow manages to ac-
quire multiple buildings totaling 
over 170,000 square feet of space 
on 30 acres of land.

Since the article in the Inde-
pendent did not address it, the 
question begs to be asked – who 
is paying for this brand new 
campus on 30 acres? Oh, wait; 
it’s us, the taxpayers who are sup-
porting this new “preparatory” 
school for the chosen few. This is 
a “public” school that handpicks 
the students they want to have; is 
supported by our tax dollars, but 
completely outside any control 
or oversight of our elected school 
board. Their own internally voted 
upon board members do as they 
please, and we have to continue 
funding them. The charter school 
law is clearly broken and out of 
control. Our tax monies could 
have been better spent on sup-
porting our existing excellent 
Livermore school district.

Flags Appreciated
Kristin Ekvall
Livermore 

Thank you to the company 
building the new overpass and 
roads at Portola for putting up 
the flag(s). Every time I drive by 
I look at the flag(s) it is a wonder-
ful reminder that I am proud to 
be an American. They are also a 
good reminder that I am fortunate 
to live in a country where I have 
my freedom.

Thank you for the flags.
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Meeting to Seek Comments 
on East County Conservation 
Plan

The public can comment on  
a draft East Alameda County 
Conservation Strategy during a 
meeting in the community room 
of the Dublin library.

The Draft East Alameda 
County Conservation Strategy,  
a blueprint for conserving bio-
logical resources in the region, is 
now available for a 30-day public 
review and comment.

The public comment meeting 
is scheduled from 7 p.m. to 9 
p.m. Sept. 14. The library is at 
200 Civic Plaza.

The purpose of this meeting is 
to present the Draft Conservation 
Strategy to the public, provide 
information on the purpose and 
benefits of having a conservation 
strategy for biological resources 
in East Alameda County, explain 
who is involved, and invite com-
ments on the draft document.

The Conservation Strategy 
is designed to facilitate regional 
conservation of special status 
wildlife and plant species and 
streamline permitting for future 
development and infrastructure 
projects.

Currently, project mitigation 
is provided on a case-by-case 
basis, resulting in piecemeal 
conservation that is less effec-
tive than a comprehensive plan 
at preserving and connecting the 
open space and natural habitat 
areas found in East Alameda 
County. This regional conserva-

tion strategy will facilitate the 
connection of open space and 
habitat in the upper Alameda 
Creek watershed with adjacent 
natural areas and watersheds in 
Contra Costa, San Joaquin and 
Santa Clara Counties.

The federal Fish & Wildlife 
Service, the state Department of 
Fish and Game, and the regional 
Water Quality Control Board 
have participated in drawing up 
the conservation plan.

Significant stakeholders who 
have helped draft the plan include 
the county Community Devel-
opment Agency, the Alameda 
County Congestion Manage-
ment Agency, county Waste 
Management Authority, EBRPD, 
Livermore, Pleasanton, Dublin, 
and Zone 7 Water Agency. En-
vironmentalists and developers 
have also contributed.

The end of the 30-day public 
comment period will be at 5 p.m. 
Oct. 4. In addition to comments 
at the meeting, the public may 
also address questions and com-
ments in writing to Mary Lim, 
EACCS coordinator, Zone 7 
Water Agency, 100 North Can-
yons Parkway, Livermore, CA. 
94551. Comments may also be 
sent via e-mail to Lim at mlim@
zone7water.com.

The HCP report can be found 
on-line at www.eastalco-conser-
vation.org/ documents.html. A 
CD-ROM copy is also available 
on request from Lim at Zone 7. 
Zone 7 is the lead agency.

Comments Sought on East 
County Conservation Planmunity with 635 senior indepen-

dent living units, a health center 
that would have 114 assisted 
living/Alzheimer units plus a 
skilled nursing facility with 38 
beds. Included in the develop-
ment plans are a club house with 
multiple dining areas, an audito-
rium, movie theater, computer 
room, billiards room, card room, 
library, medical exam rooms and 
a beauty salon.  

Other amenities would in-
clude a wood shop, indoor pool, 
outdoor pool, tennis court, 4-hole 
golf course, lake, koi pond, picnic 
area, and a bocce ball court.

The buildings are proposed to 
range from 1 to 4 stories with a 
maximum height of 50 feet. The 
dwelling units will range in size 
from 670 to 2,419 square feet, 
with the exception of the Health 
Center units which will range in 
size from 298 to 1,182 square 
feet.  The residents will be age 
62 years and older.

A 20-foot tall landscaped 
berm, with an 8-foot tall wall on 

top along the northern property 
line would be built to reduce 
freeway noise on site.

CLC is not technically cov-
ered by the city’s inclusionary 
housing ordinance. However, 
assistant city manager Steve 
Bocian told the council that a 
plan has been developed that 
provides for CLC to make its best 
efforts to provide 15 percent of 
the independent living units as 
affordable. Of those, 5% would 
be available for households at 
100% of the Area Median Income 
(AMI), 5% available for house-
holds at 80% of the AMI, and 5% 
available for households at 50% 
of the AMI

In addition to the above in-
come mix, CLC will fund an 
annuity for the purpose of pro-
viding an ongoing subsidy (for 
the monthly maintenance fee) to 
residents at less than 80% of the 
AMI. The annuity will be funded 
by CLC through a $3,055 pay-
ment for every Independent Liv-

ing Unit that is constructed. The 
City may elect to use its Lower 
Income Housing Fund to increase 
the number of units available 
for limited income households 
or to increase the amount of the 
subsidy. In addition, the agree-
ment will be recorded and run in 
perpetuity. Because of this agree-
ment, CLC will not be required 
to pay the City’s Lower Income 
Housing Fee.

Bocian told the council that 
241 of the units would be subject 
to growth management. CLC 
could obtain growth manage-
ment for that number of units 
in 2011. 

Growth management allows 
for a set number of units to be 
issued construction permits each 
year.

The Hendricks project would 
be built on 37 acres. It would 
include six dealerships moving 
from another location in Pleasan-
ton, and three car washes.

Dealerships include Lexus, 

STAPLES RANCH
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BMW, BMW Mini, Accura, Mer-
cedes Benz, and Infiniti. 

The architectural style would 
be contemporary. Over 400 new 
trees would be planted on the 
site.

The neighborhood park would 
be built by CLC in exchange for 
credit for city fees. 

The park, a 4.8 acre site, 
would include a detention basin 
for flood control. There would 
be a restroom, a path around the 
park, benches, picnic tables, and 
lighted tennis courts. 

Two other potential develop-
ments on the Staples Ranch will 
come to the council at a future 
date. They are a retail center and 
a community park, which could 
include an indoor ice rink pro-
posed by the San Jose Sharks.

The next step is to apply to 
LAFCo for annexation of the 
property to Pleasanton. It is an-
ticipated LAFCo would hear the 
request at either its November 
2010 or January 2011 meeting. 

Leandro and Union City, ap-
plied for and  received a grant 
for $2.230 million from the state, 
which administers the Housing 
and Economic Recovery Act 
dollars.

Livermore had been eligible 
to receive $400,000, if it had 
applied as an individual city 
said Reisner. She explained, 
“That created the need to apply 
as a group to obtain maximum 
funding. Livermore is the lead 
applicant.”

There is no set amount allo-
cated to each city. “It’s a use it as 
you can program,” she said. 

Livermore hired a nonprofit 
contractor, Hallmark Community 
Solutions. Reisner said that it was 
felt that using a contractor would 
work best in the current competi-
tive market in which investors are 
looking for foreclosed homes to 
purchase.

“We provide the money. Hall-
mark purchases the  homes in 
targeted areas, then completely 
refurbishes the homes,” Reisner 
stated.

So far, Hallmark has pur-
chased and rehabilitated four 
homes in Livermore. “They had 
been on the market for awhile. 

They had a lot of code issues,” 
said Reisner. “There was a lot 
of deferred maintenance. One, 
purchased by another contractor, 
had been gutted then abandoned. 
Hallmark has turned them into 
beautiful homes that will last a 
long time.”

The homes are being mar-
keted to first time homebuyers. 
There is a restriction of a moder-
ate income of $108,350 for a four 
person family to be eligible to 
purchase one of the houses. There 
are also credit guidelines.

The houses cost between 
$310,000 and $345,000. Reisner 
stated, “It’s a good investment 
for the buyers. It’s also good for 
the neighborhoods. When the 
homes are refurbished and lived 
in, property values increase and 
blight is removed.”

There are several purchase 
options. One would provide 
down payment assistance from 
the city. In the future, purchas-
ers receiving assistance would 
then be free to sell to anyone at 
regular market rates. The note on 
the down payment loan would go 
with the home.

If a purchaser chooses to 
receive no assistance, there is a 

resale restriction of fifteen years. 
That is a federal requirement, 
said Reisner.

“We anticipate that most will 
want assistance either with clos-
ing or down payment costs,” she 
added.

Reisner said the goal is to sell 
the homes as quickly as possible. 
Then, the city would go out and 
purchase and rehabilitate more 
homes under the two year pro-
gram that concludes at the end 
of 2011.

In addition to the federal funds 
obtained through the state, Liver-
more will receive money from 
Alameda County. The county has 
been given a grant of $11 million. 
Livermore has been allocated 
$800,000. Dublin and Pleasanton 
were not eligible for the state 
money, but will receive money 
from the county’s allocation.

“We anticipate there will be 
more money in the future to 
address blight resulting from 
foreclosures,” said Reisner. More 
foreclosures are expected. She 
pointed out that in June over 1200 
units in Livermore were listed as 
having pre-foreclosure activity.  
That doesn’t mean all will be 

foreclosed, she added.
Homes available in Livermore 

can be seen on MyNSPHome.
org. The website also explains the 
steps that a potential purchaser 
would need to undertake.

“We really want to let people 
know about what’s going on 
with this program and the avail-
ability of these homes,” Reisner 
declared.

HOMES
(continued from page one)



PAGE 6 - The Independent, SEPTEMBER 9, 2010

Livermore Fusion SC 96G Black brought home the 1st place trophy from the Mission Bell Classic 
for the second year in a row.  Thanks to strong defensive play Fusion allowed only 1 goal for the 
tournament. The championship game against Walnut Creek saw attacking runs from both sides but 
Fusion was quick to counter and was up 2-0 at the half.  The defense was put under pressure the 
second half but held strong for the shut out.  Damera Dodd scored a goal late in the second half 
and was credited with a hat trick.  Fusion came away with 3-0 victory. Players pictured are (back 
row, left to right) Ashley McDaniel, Breana Maitia-Mcihargie, Stevie Sobers (guest goalkeeper), 
Jennifer Chaidez, Gabby Parker, Samantha Sobers and Dana Anex; (front row) Gabriele Enzmann, 
Damera Dodd, Molly Farro, Alyssa Campbell, Danielle Dufek, Molly Stolz and Rachel Esser.  Also 
pictured are Head Coach Bob Montano (left) and Assistant Coach Phil Parker (right)

Tiger Sharks
Nicole Boschee, Caroline Eckel and 

Breanna Ingram from the LifeStyleRx Tiger 
Sharks recorded more personal bests in com-
petition at the 'Have Fun in the Sun' Labor 
Day swim meet.  The meet was hosted by 
the Morgan Hill Makos at the Morgan  Hill 
Aquatic Center on September 4-5, 2010.  

Nicole Boschee, (12) swam 7 personal 
bests including a new 'A' time and personal 
best time in the girls 11-12, 50 backstroke. 
Caroline Eckel swam  2 personal best times 

in finishing second with a new  'A' time in 
the 100 back  in the girls 10 and under, Silver 
flight.  Breanna Ingram (14) achieved  4 
personal best times including a first place in 
the 200 back the girls 13-18  Silver Flight; 
seventh place in the 100 breaststroke and 
an  eighth place in the 50 free in the  Gold 
Flight. 

The Morgan Hill Makos hosted 681 total 
swimmers competing in 4238 total entries 
with over 48 teams represented.

 

Pleasanton Ballistic
Pleasanton United Ballistic United 

Premier U-17s travelled to U.C. Irvine over 
the Labor Day week-end to compete in the 
North Huntington Beach Tournament. They 
opened up play on Saturday morning with a 
close-fought match against Pateadores Blue. 
Pareadores started strong but Ballistic had 
their fair share of play in the first half. Lucas 
Heuer, Seth Niermeyer and Colin Hartland 
all had chances to score for Ballistic, but 

it was Pateadores who took the lead when 
their forward took advantage of a slip by 
a Ballistic defender to fire across Ballistic 
goalkeeper, Michael Viebeck into the far 
corner of the net.

Ballistic pressed the attack in the second 
half in search of the equalizer but Pateadores 
were well organized in defense and managed 
to hold on to their lead as the Ballistic attacks 
became more and more desperate. The action 
was end to end in the last ten minutes mak-
ing for a very exciting climax to the game, 
but in the end Ballistic's failure to convert 
their chances cost them dear and Pateadores 
claimed the win by a score of 1-0.

Top Offensive Players: Colin Hartland, 
Seth Niermeyer, Top Defensive Players: Matt 
Digirolamo. Nandor Krause.

Ballistic Premier U-17s faced a very 
strong F.C. Golden State outfit in their 
second game of the weekend and were im-

mediately rocked back on their heels when 
they conceded a goal within the first four 
minutes. Final score was Golden State 3, 
Ballistic 0. The Golden State #20 controlled 
the ball from a corner with a sublime first 
touch and gave Ballistic goalkeeper, Michael 
Viebeck no chance with a fierce shot into 
the back of the net. Ballistic tried to regain 
their composure after this early set-back and 
were able to make it to half-time without 
conceding further.

In the second half the Ballistic midfield-
ers, Connor O'Neill, Erik Knaggs, Dane 
Shaffar, Tommy Powell and Duke Driggs 
tried manfully to impose their authority on 
the game, but the quicker, more aggressive 
Golden State players gave them very little 
time to settle on the ball.

Golden State extended their lead with 
a simple side-foot finish from a right-wing 
cross fifteen minutes from the end. The 

always-dangerous #20 for Golden State 
applied the killer blow just before the  end, 
firing in a shot off the upright from the edge 
of the penalty area. 

Top Offensive Players: Connor O'Neill, 
Jason Chow, Top Defensive Players: Toby 
Harvey, Michael Viebeck

On Sunday morning, Ballistic United 
Premier U-17 completed their weekend 
with a match against the Carlsbad Lightning 
Elite. Having already been eliminated from 
the next round, the team's goal was to finish 
strong with a good offensive performance. 
Heeding their coach's instructions the Bal-
listic players came out firing and there were 
chances in the first half for Erik Knaggs, 
Colin Hartland and Andy Gomez, but the 
goal drought continued and half-time arrived 
with the teams tied 0-0.

The second half opened in similar fashion 
with shots from Dane Shaffar and Connor 

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

The students at Rancho Las Positas Elementary School  in Livermore came back to school this 
fall to find that they now have a real running track to help them stay in shape. The track is wide 
enough for students to run side-by-side. In the photo, students try out the new facility.   The 
school won the Governor's Council on Physical Fitness and Sports competition in 2009, but they 
donated the prize, $100,000 in fitness equipment, to Tuolumne Elementary School in Modesto. The 
students have decided not to compete in the Governor's challenge this year.  The new track was 
dedicated and contributors honored at a ceremony held last Thursday.  Many families contributed 
to the track in labor, materials, and monetary donations including Vulcan Materials Co.  Among 
those recognized were Bret Dupuis, Dave Hinds, Robert Miller, Jerry Abele, and Big Jim Buranis 
of Buranis Construction. 
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The Livermore Crush U14 team took home the championship trophy in the San Ramon Kick-Off 
Classic Soccer Tournament held at San Ramon’s Central Park on August 28 and 29.  Celebrating 
first place are (front, left to right) Helga Forstreuter Robles, Shoshana Cohen, Carmen Best, 
Jenna Dobson, Jordan Volponi, Brittney Turner; (middle row) Natalie Palomo-Ramirez, Meghan 
Lawrence, RJ Atwal, Mackenzie Schley, Brianna Ruloma, Devin Everett, Jessica Casey, Katt Rowe; 
(back brow) Coach Jorge Palomo, Assistant Coach Art Ruloma, Assistant Coach Dave Dobson.   
Not shown: Dorothy Richards

The Tri-Valley Soccer Club (TVSC) boys U16 Real team won the 
PortuGOAL Cup 2010 in Manteca over the Labor Day Weekend.  
With the temperatures pushing 100 degrees, the TVSC Boys U16 
Real team kept their cool and good sportsmanship throughout 
the tournament. Their effort paid off with a well-deserved 1st 
place finish.  The tournament began with a 4 to 0 win over Elk 
Grove Everton and a 2 to 0 loss on Saturday afternoon to Mt. 
Hamilton YSL PAC Brazil.  On Sunday morning things heated up 
with a last minute 2 to 2 tie against Hayward Arsenal with TVSC 
U16 Real advancing to the final round and a  re-match against 
Mt. Hamilton YSL PAC Brazil.  TVSC U16 came out on top with 
a 2 to 0 win.  Juan Alfaro scored 7 goals in the tournament.  The 
team consists of players from all over the Tri-Valley including 
Juan Alfaro, Alex Cairel, Tyler Ellis, Ryan Gollott, Hector Gomez, 
Jack Lamont, Cody Martinez, Julio Mendez, Marco Nolasco, 
Hector, Perez, Antonio Preciado, Marcel Scoyy, Connor Silcox, 
Daniel Toscano and Tim Wraith.  The team is coached by Terry 
Wilson.

The Livermore Gunners were Champions of the 2010 San Ramon Rec Plus Kickoff Tournament 
in the Boys U10 Division.  The undefeated Gunners beat the San Ramon Eagles 3-0, the Cosmos 
4-0, the Banditos 6-0 and the Livermore Galaxy 3-1, in a hard fought championship game.

 

The Pleasanton Rage Girls U16AC squad traveled to San Diego this 
past Labor Day weekend to compete in the Nott's Forest Cup and after 
5 very physical games, coach Mike Baker's team came away with the 
U16 Silver Division crown. Game 1 on Saturday was not in the cards 
for the Rage girls. The Rage AC fell 1-2 to San Diego area club, Kodiak 
Black. A determined Rage came to play on Sunday and would not 
be denied in both their games. Game 2 was vs Arizona club, Tuscon 
Soccer Academy 95 Blue. Rage won 1-0. They then followed with a 
2nd 1-0 win over SoCal team, Arsenal FC, advancing to the Monday 
semi final vs CDO Edge. With 2 wins and a good night's rest, Rage 
AC went on a scoring spree and held an early 3-0 advantage in a very 
physical game that saw Rage keeper Kasey Jensen take a hard kick 
while smothering a CDO scoring chance that put her on the sideline. 
Madi Beatty came in to hold CDO to 1 goal advancing Rage AC to the 
championship game vs Riverside SC Elite.  Rage used passing and 
possession to frustrate the Riverside team for another hard fought 
1-0 victory. The long trip home was no doubt a little less painful with 
the girls wearing their Champions medals. Offensive and midfield 
standouts for Rage AC were: Jesse Swinkels, Haley Jackson, Karly 
Duval, Jenni Harmison, Meredith Jaeger, Mikayla Morgenroth, Ashley 
Bold and Kira Torreto. Defensively, Rage AC was anchored by Nicole 
Bardakos, Nicole Henninger, and Christina Choing, with oustanding 
help from Veronica Bossio, and Rachel Tabaracci. Goal Keepers 
Jensen and Beatty combined for a 4-1 record, only giving up 3 goals 
in the 5 game set.
 

The Livermore Fusion Storm U9 Girls team continued its 
successful season with a second place finish in the Manteca 
PortuGoal tournament this weekend.  Storm shutout its first 
two opponents, De Anza Force 2-0 and Mustang Crunch 3-0 
behind excellent goalkeeping by Eliana Eme and Carlie Spruiell.  
Storm displayed great shutout defense from Justynne Thomas, 
Jordan Goodwin and Claire March.  The midfield controlled the 
game with excellent transition by Kayla Lewis, Leila Ganz, Sierra 
Street, Carlie Spruiell and Isabella La Rosa.  The forward attack 
and passing by Kaleigh Castillo, Alivia Ganz, Claire March and 
Ally Cooper disrupted any counter attack by their opponents.  
Goals were scored by Sierra Street, Isabella La Rosa and Alivia 
Ganz with assists from Kaleigh Castillo, Justynne Thomas and 
Sierra Street.  Fusion Storm came up short losing to the second 
ranked Modesto Ajax team in the championship game.  The team 
is coached by Tony La Rosa and Bret Dupuis.  Pictured (back 
row, from left) Kayla Lewis, Jordan Goodwin, Isabella La Rosa, 
Gracie Dupuis, Justynne Thomas, Sierra Street, Claire March; 
(front row) Carlie Spruiell, Leila Ganz, Kaleigh Castillo, Alivia 
Ganz and Eliana Eme.

 

The Livermore Fusion U10 Boys Maroon team finished second in 
the 1st Annual Manteca FC PortuGoal Cup Labor Day weekend. 
The team went three for three defeating the Santa Cruz Sharks 
4-0, the Manteca Rangers 1-0, and the Manteca Flames 3-0 before 
falling to Stockton Monarcas 2-1 in a hard-fought Championship 
game. Excellent offensive play by Nick La Rosa, Carlos Ventura, 
and Carson King gave the Maroon team their goals while strong 
defensive play by Cameron McGee, Brodie Wolf, and Hayden 
Glasco along with phenomenal goalkeeping work by Marcus 
Robles ensured the team three shut-outs in the first three games. 
Ryan Phillips, Cameron Moghadam, and Nick Hill all helped to 
round out the team's powerhouse weekend in the heat in Manteca. 
The team is coached by Larry Phillips, Tony La Rosa, and Ted 
Wolf.  Pictured are (back row, left to right) Cameron Moghadam, 
Marcus Robles, Ryan Phillips, Nicolas La Rosa, Carson King, 
Hayden Glascow; (front row) Cameron McGee, Brodie Wolf, 
Carlos Ventura, and Nick Hill. Coaches are Larry Phillips and 
Ted Wolf.

O'Neill for Ballistic. Sadly, it was Carlsbad 
who took the lead after five minutes of the 
second period when a scramble in the Bal-
listic penalty area lead to a low shot into the 
corner of the net.

Undaunted by the setback, Ballistic com-
mitted more players to the attack in search of 
the equalizer but they left themselves exposed 
at the back and minutes from the end they 
were punished when a Carlsbad forward 
managed to hold off his Ballistic marker long 
enough to fire home for a 2-0 lead which 
would prove to be the final score. 

Top Offensive Players: Andrew Gomez, 
Lucas Heuer; Top Defensive Players: Matt 
Digirolamo. Nandor Krause.

Beginner Lacrosse Clinic
Livermore Phantom Lacrosse is host-

ing a beginner lacrosse clinic to introduce 
the fundamentals of the game of lacrosse 
to boys and girls ages 7 to 16.  The clinic 
will be held on Sunday, Sept 19 from Noon 
to 2pm at Granada High Turf and includes 
instruction on passing, catching, cradling, 
shooting and dodging.  This is an excellent 
introduction into the fast moving and ever 
growing game of lacrosse.  Demonstrations 
will be given by local coaches, high school 
and college players, and maybe a surprise 
guest.  Cost for the clinic is $10 and all 
equipment required for the clinic will be 
provided by Phantom lacrosse Club.  Ad-
vanced registration is requested.  For updated 
information and registration please visit 
www.phantomlacrosse.org or contact Bob 
Mezeul at 925-425-9901.

 

Golf Tournament
Since 1991, Surtec Adopt-A-Family, 

Inc., a 501C3 non-profit charitable orga-
nization, has provided food and personally 
selected Christmas gifts to more than 4,570 
families with 13,125 children through its 

program.
Adopt-A-Family founder Bill Fields 

commented “This project has continued 
to grow each year with volunteer help and 
funds raised from our Annual Golf Classic. 
Our goal for the 2010 program is to provide 
food for 350 families and gifts for their more 
than 950 children, in three counties”.

Fields is inviting residents and compa-
nies in the community to participate in the 
14th Annual Adopt-A-Family Golf Classic on 
Saturday, September 25, at Sunol Golf Course 
on Highway 680 in Sunol. A light lunch 
mid-day, and a dinner banquet following 
the tournament are included in the cost. This 
event is the primary source of funding for the 
Surtec Adopt-A-Family program.

The average cost to complete the Adopt-
A-Family Program each year is approxi-
mately $70,000. No administrative costs are 
taken from the program, all of the help is on 
a volunteer basis and all funds and goods go 
directly to the needy families.

To donate or sign-up for the Golf Clas-
sic or for more information, please contact 
Cheryl Sanders at 209-820-3700.

Charity Golf Tourney
Registrations are now being accepted for 

the 4th annual Mason-McDuffie Mortgage 
Charity Golf Tournament Oct. 11 at the 
Castlewood Country Club’s valley course.

Proceeds from the tournament will 
benefit the Huntington Disease Society of 
America and the Contra Costa Association 
of Realtors Scholarship Foundation. In the 
first three years of the tournament, Mason-
McDuffie and its associates have raised more 
than $40,000 for research on Huntington’s 
disease and breast cancer. Huntington’s 
disease is a genetic disease passed from a 
parent to a child in which certain nerves in the 
brain degenerate. There is no known cure, but 
the society is funding research seeking both 
better treatments and an eventual cure.
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The Livermore Nor Cal 7th grade team won the championship at 
the 13th annual MVP Labor Day Weekend tournament. Saturday’s 
come-from-behind victory over Sportstrong was led by Jordan 
Ratinho with great “D” from Dylan Medeiros and Adrian Lau. Nate 
Barney, Dillon Marks. Jacob Rakestraw led the way in Sunday’s 
win against Fairfield’s Next Play 12. The championship game 
against Pleasanton Power was a double-overtime nail biter. 
Scott Newby was huge on the boards. He also scored 19 points 
including the game winner. Aaron Kawahara and Josh Ramirez 
provided outstanding defense in the exciting 41-39 victory. The 
coaches were Dave Rakestraw and Dan Ramirez.

 

The Livermore Fusion 97 U13 Boys battled to second place in 
the Napa Wine Country Classic tournament over Labor Day 
weekend. There was no “whine” in Napa for  the Fusion since they 
stomped all of their opponents leading up to the championship 
game. Their taste of success was even more impressive given 
that they were competing “up” in a U14 tournament. Pictured are 
(front, left to right) Kevin Gilmore, Hayden Olsen, Conner Lovoi, 
Archie Labine, Jaime Osorio, Miguel Suarez, Roberto Sosto, 
Trevor Ross, Jack Schoendienst; (back row) Mathew Garcia, 
Alec Foster, Garret Vest, Brandon Brocklesby, Scott Newby, 
Harrison Goold, Emil Brown, and Zabrisky Roland. Not pictured 
is Alex Tellez. The coaches are Rick Lovoi, Tim Vest, and Steve 
Brocklesby; manager Craig Schoendienst.

 

 
Mason-McDuffie chose the Huntington’s 

society after some of the associates passed 
along information about a friend who had 
the disease. The Contra Costa realtor’s 
scholarship is designed for a college student 
who has been enrolled in a major in college 
that could lead to a career in real estate. A 
grade-point-average of 3.0 is required to 
apply for the scholarship. The benefit golf 
tournament will feature a barbeque lunch, 
an 18-hole scramble tournament followed 
by a dinner with an auction.

Registration begins at 10:30 a.m. with a 
shotgun start set for noon on Monday, Oct. 
11. Registration before Sept. 1 is $175 per 
player. Registration after Sept. 1 is $195 
per person. 

For information or to register, please 
see www.masonmcduffiemortgage.com or 
contact tournament chairman Kaveh Sartipi 
at ksartipi@sartipi.com or 925-708-7178. 

Fall Softball
Livermore Smoke Fall 12A is looking to 

complete its Fall roster.  Softball players look-
ing to enjoy your Fall, have solid workouts 
and play as a team come workout with us.  
Those interested in attending a workout or 
who have any questions, call 408-639-8452 
or email  rvd38@hotmail.com.

Scholarship Run
The 15th annual Back to School Schol-

arship Run will be held Sat., Sept. 18 at 
Shadow Cliffs Regional Park in Pleasanton.  
This end-of–the-summer run is sponsored by 
the Northern California Association of Sales 
& Marketing Companies, along with Ocean 
Spray and Green Works.

The Scholarship Run raises funds for col-
lege scholarships that are offered to children 
of parents who work in the California food 
industry.  This special event is well known 
for its Monster Goody Bag, given to each par-
ticipant (First 300 entrants guaranteed; first 
come, first served after that).  The Monster 
Goody Bags are overfilled with grocery items 
provided by more than 40 sponsors.   

The Back to School Scholarship Run 
features three races, with courses running 
through the park and the park’s trails: 10K 
Run, 5K Run & Walk, and a Children’s 
Mile. 

Internships Available
Congressman Jerry McNerney 

(CA-11) announced that he is ac-
cepting applications for internship 
positions available in his Stockton, 
Pleasanton and Washington, D.C. of-
fices. These internships are designed 
to engage students who are interested 
in civics and government and want 
hands-on experience in a congres-
sional office.

 “I encourage students who are 
interested in public service and learn-
ing about a congressional office to 
apply for an internship in one of my 

offices,” Rep. McNerney said. “It 
is an excellent way to gain profes-
sional experience and to serve our 
community.”

 College and post-graduate stu-
dents are eligible to apply for intern-
ships in any of Congressman McNer-
ney’s offices.  Applications from high 
school students are considered on a 
case-by-case basis for internships in 
the Stockton and Pleasanton offices.  
All internship positions are unpaid 
and serve to provide professional and 
educational value to participants. The 
Congressman's office will work with 

educational institutions that award 
academic credit for internships.

To apply for a position in either the 
Stockton or Pleasanton office, mail 
or fax a cover letter and resume to 
the respective office.  Mail delivery 
to D.C. is delayed due to security, 
so applicants are encouraged to fax 
a cover letter and resume. 

Pleasanton Office, Attn: Staff 
Assistant, 5776 Stoneridge Mall Rd. 
#175, Pleasanton, CA 94588; Phone: 
(925) 737-0727 or (408) 744-0727; 
Fax: (925) 737-0734

Washington, D.C., Attn: Staff 
Assistant; Phone: (202) 225-1947; 
Fax: (202) 225-4060

Nature Program
Oh S**t (Scat)! is the theme of the 

Livermore Area Recreation and Park 
District ranger program on Sun., Sept. 
12. Meet Ranger Patti at 5 p.m. at the 
Wetmore Road entrance to Sycamore 
Grove Park.  

“Oh Scat!” that is. This ranger 
program will talk about, look at and 
explore the world of scat. And, yes, 
there will be a scat collection for 
reference. While this topic often 
produces giggles or noses being 
pinched, the fact is that scat identifica-
tion is an important part of tracking 
and learning about animals. The 
program will include an easy hike to 
use those newly-acquired identifica-
tion skills. 

There is a $5 per vehicle parking 
fee. A $2 donation is requested to help 
support the programs. Participants 
may call 925-960-2400 for more 
information.

Tween/Teen Parenting
A monthly Tween/Teen parenting 

class will be held on the third Thursday 
from 10:30 AM to 12 noon in Room 
F5 at the First Presbyterian Church, 
2020 Fifth Street, Livermore.  The 
class schedule is Sept. 16:  Realistic 
Teen Expectations, Oct. 2l: Keeping 
Kids Safe from Prescription Drugs, 
Narcotics, Alcohol, etc., Nov. 18: 
Understanding Male/Female Brain 
Development, Dec. 16: Boundaries 
for our Teens.

 The classes will be taught by 
Ruth Gasten, a parenting educator for 
over 40 years.  There is an optional 
fee of $40.00 ($10.00 per class).  
Scholarships are available for those 
in need.

 This class is open to all parents 
of children from ages 10 to 18.  
Interested persons may call Lia 
Venet (510) 381-5568 or e-mail her 
at lia venet@yahoo.com for more 
information.

Shepherd's Gate Funds
Purchase a mini studio Fam-

ily Portrait session for $50 with 
either Livermore’s ultra-spective or 
Brentwood’s Gardner Photography 
and  the entire $50 will be donated 
to Shepherd’s Gate. Along with the 
charitable session, clients will also 
receive a mini 8”x10” fine art piece 
as a special thank you.

Shepherd’s Gate has earned a 
reputation for rebuilding shattered 
lives. Since 1984, we have provided 
Christ-centered services and housing 
to over 9,000 battered and homeless 
women and children. We provide 
a safe haven for women and their 
children who are homeless because 
of abusive relationships, addictions, 
loss of financial support and other 
factors.

All services at Shepherd’s Gate 
are provided to anyone regardless 
of race, age, religion, color, creed, 
national origin, disability, marital 
status, or veteran status. We operate 
two campuses, one in Livermore, CA 
and one in Brentwood, CA.

The event is one day only and 
takes place on Saturday, September 
18, 2010. Each session will be approx-
imately 10-15 minutes. The session 
can be for familes, couples, singles or 
just the kids or baby. Please contact 
the Studio nearest you for more details 
and to sign up for a spot.

ultra-spective specializes in 
award-winning portraits and wedding 
photography. Featuring an award- 
winning photographer with a gallery 
studio in downtown Livermore.

Please contact the Studio nearest 
you for more details and to sign up 
for a spot. ultra-spective photogra-
phy 2074 Second Street Livermore, 
CA 94550 (925) 449-9879 info@
ultra-spective.com www.ultra-spec-
tive.com

Glass House Volunteers
Those interested in volunteering 

at the newly opened Glass House 
Museum are invited to attend n ori-
entation on Tuesday, September 14, 
2010 at 6:30 p.m. 

Information about the new vol-
unteer opportunities at the historic 
Glass House Museum in San Ramon 
will be provided. Completed in 1877, 
the fully restored, Italianate style 
Victorian home is now open to the 
public as a museum. Volunteers will 
be trained to lead a variety of tours, 
provide educational programs and 
participate in historic preservation.  

Forest Home Farms and the Glass 
House Museum are located at 19953 
San Ramon Valley Blvd., just south 
of Pine Valley Road. Limited seating 
- Please R.S.V.P. to 925-973-3287.

4H Family Fun
4-H is a club for boys and girls 

ages 5 to 19.   It is a club that provides 
opportunity to learn many important 
life skills.  

Members participate in projects of 
their interest.  There are many proj-
ects from which to choose, including 
rocketry, fine arts, poultry, square 
dancing, and many others.  Members 
participate in all types of community 
service from Coastal Clean-up to 
working the Livermore Thanksgiving 
Community Dinner.  

4-H has something for everyone.  
Del Arroyo 4-H club will be holding 
its first meeting on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 15 at 6:30 pm. The tentative 
location is the Charter School at 543 
Sonoma Ave, Livermore.  Anyone 
planning to attend is invited to call 
the community club leader to make 
sure the location has not changed.  
Her name is Margret Miller and her 
phone number is 447-6980.

Livermore Youth 
Commission Openings

The Livermore Area Youth Ad-
visory Commission is seeking youth 
and adult members to fill vacancies 
on the 18-member group.

The commission works in con-
junction with the City of Livermore 
and the Livermore Area Recreation 

The fun 10K Race and 5K Walk & Run 
courses are made up of small rolling-hill 
trails that run throughout the scenic Shadow 
Cliffs Regional Park.  The Children’s Mile 
course is laid out through a portion of the 
park’s lawn area. 

Each participant will receive a com-
memorative T-shirt, refreshments, snacks, 
entry into a huge prize raffle, and the first 
400 registered entrants will be guaranteed to 
receive the famous Back to School Scholar-
ship Run’s Monster Goodie Bag.

 Entry fees for either the 10K Run or 5K 
Walk/Run are $30.00 pre-registered, $35.00 
race-day registration.   The Children’s Mile 
Run is $10.00 pre-registered, and $12.00 
race-day registration.  Check-in and race-day 
registration will open at 7:00 a.m., with both 
10K and 5K events will start at 8:30 a.m.  
The Children’s Mile will begin around 9:30 
a.m.  The post-race awards, raffle, and prize 
give-away ceremony is scheduled to start 
around 10:00 a.m.

For more Back to School Scholarship 
Run information please review the applica-
tion, contact On Your Mark Events at 209-
795-7832 or visit their website.

The Food Brokers Association’s Tax I.D. 
not-for-profit # is 94-316-7800. 

 

 

and Park District to provide a vehicle 
for concerns and interests of youth. 
The Youth Advisory Commission 
promotes youth involvement in the 
community and communication be-
tween youth and local government.

The commission is looking for 
youth ages 12 to 20, plus an addi-
tional adult member age 21 or older. 
Membership on the commission 
provides an opportunity to become 
intimately aware of the operating 
policies and problems of municipal 
government and personifies citizen 
participation in policy determination. 

It gives members an opportunity to 
play a vital role in the communication 
process between citizens and elected 
representatives.

The Youth Advisory Commission 
meets at 7 p.m. the second Monday of 
each month at the Robert Livermore 
Community Center. Applications are 
available from the City of Livermore 
website at http://www.ci.livermore.
ca.us/boards/boards.html. For more 
information, call Amber Calkins 
with the City of Livermore at 925-
960-4200 or the City Clerk’s Office 
at 925-960-2400.
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The Livermore-Pleasanton-Dublin Branch of the American As-
sociation of University Women (AAUW) will host a Welcome Tea 
for prospective and current members on Saturday, September 25, 
from 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Lynnewood United Methodist Church, 
4444 Black Avenue, Pleasanton. 

Interest groups will give short presentations. Gwen Locke, presi-
dent, will describe the various programs sponsored by AAUW to 
help women in the pursuit of their education. Tea and refreshments 
will be served. There is no cost. However, an RSVP to 484-3321 is 
requested.

During the summer L-P-D AAUW sponsored nine young women 
to attend Tech Trek Camp, a science camp for seventh grade girls. 
Those attending were Enikoe Bihiri, Mendenhall Middle School; 
Lauren Caldwell, Hart Middle School; Chloe Chan, Wells Middle 
School; Zahira Chaudhry, Pleasanton Middle School; Katie John-
ston, East Avenue Middle School; Monique Lemieux, East Avenue 
Middle School; Andrea Ludwig, Harvest Park Middle School; Abby 
Pandina, Christensen Middle School; and Casandra Stanley, Junction 
Middle School.

On August 17, the young women helped serve a Queen’s Tea at the 
August Tea Room in Livermore. The tea, arranged by Vicki Drake, 
an AAUW member, was to help sponsor the Tech Trek Camp next 
summer. Frankie Tate, Granada High School Science Teacher, who 
had been chosen as 2008 Alameda County Teacher of the Year, was 
the featured speaker.

The L-P-D AAUW Scholarship Committee also selected three 
outstanding local women as recipients of the branch’s local scholar-
ship awards. They are Lauren Jow, Anna Rosa and Mary Rosa.

Lauren is currently a junior at the University of Oregon pursuing 
a major in International Studies with a minor in Multi-Media Stud-
ies. Anna Rosa is majoring in Cellular and Molecular Biology at Cal 
State East Bay. She is planning to pursue a career in genetic disease 
research. Mary Rosa, Anna’s twin sister, is majoring in Molecular 
Biology. Mary has made the Dean’s List each term at Cal State East 
Bay, and for the last two years has made the All-American Academic 
Team, earning “Scholar Athlete of the Year” in 2009 as a member 
of the water polo team.

 

Welcome Tea Planned by American 
Association of University Women

Photos - Doug Jorgensen

The 145th annual Scottish 
Highland Gathering & Games 
a t  the  A lameda  County 
Fairgrounds in Pleasanton 
over the weekend. The event 
is presented by the Caledonian 
Club of San Francisco. Living 
history was presented by a 
variety of groups including 
Highland Warriors, Roman 
legions and Vikings. There was 
also competition in a variety 
of events including Highland 
dancing. Marching bands 
could be heard throughout the 
fairgrounds playing the familiar 
bagpipes. The weekend also 
included a variety of athletic 
competitions, as well as the 
gathering of the clans. 
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LEGAL NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION 

PLACING LEGAL  
NOTICES 

 CONTACT BARBARA @
 925 243-8000   

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 441553
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Course Correc-
tion Coaching, 11478 Rolling 
Hills Drive, Dublin Ca 94568 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Robert Scott Hardy, 11478 
Rolling Hills Drive, Dublin 
Ca 94568
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on July 15, 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Robert S. Hardy
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 6, 2010. Expires 
August 6, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2829. Publish  August 19, 26, 
September 2, 9, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 442001
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Club Z! In-Home 
Tutoring, 3918 Stanford Way, 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Denise M. Sughayar, 3918 
Stanford Way, Livermore 
Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Denise M. Sughayar
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 20, 2010. Expires 
August 20, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2831. Publish August 26, 
September 2, 9, 16, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 441653
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Tulula “Baked 
Bliss”, 260 N. L Street, Liver-
more Ca 94551 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Aileen Avila, 3963 Pestana 
Way, Livermore Ca 94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on January 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Aileen Avila
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 10, 2010. Expires 
August 10, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 

2832. Publish  August 26, 
September 2, 9, 16, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 441638
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:TMG Con-
struction, 2851 Tahoe Drive, 
Livermore Ca 94550 is hereby 
registered by the following 
owner(s):
Thomas M. Gavello, 2851 
Tahoe Dr., Livermore Ca 
94550
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name (s) 
listed above on February 
10, 1987
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Thomas M. Gavello
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 10, 2010. Expires 
August 10, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2834. Publish September 2, 
9, 16, 23, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 441883
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Viking Plumbing, 
1415 Tulip Way, Livermore 
Ca 94551 is hereby registered 
by the following owner(s):
Ronald Lee Monk, Jr., 1415 
Tulip Way, Livermore Ca 
94551
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on August 10, 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Ronald L. Monk Jr.
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 18, 2010. Expires 
August 18, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2835. Publish September 2, 
9, 16, 23, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 441990
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Fairpoint Re-
sources, 1725 Shattuck Ave. 
#302, Berkeley Ca 94709 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Mark Giorgi, 1725 Shattuck 
Ave. #302, Berkeley Ca 
94709
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on August 20, 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Mark Giorgi
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 20, 2010. Expires 
August 20, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2837. Publish September 9, 
16, 23, 30, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 441992
The following person(s) doing 
business as:Rockstone Re-
search, 1725 Shattuck Ave. 
#302, Berkeley Ca 94709  
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Mark Giorgi, 1725 Shat-
tuck Ave #302, Berkeley Ca 
94709
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on August 20, 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Mark Giorgi
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 20, 2010. Expires 
August 20, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2838. Publish September 9, 
16, 23, 30, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 442384
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:McCarthy 
Granite, 1940 Fairway Dr. 
Unit I, San Leandro Ca 94577 
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
McCarthy Monuments, Inc., 
1940 Fairway Dr. Unit I, San 
Leandro Ca 94577
This business is conducted 
by:a Corporation
Registrant has not yet begun 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed. 
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Robert Zeck
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 31, 2010. Expires 
August 31, 2015.
The Independent  Legal 
No.2839. Publish September  
9, 16, 23, 30, 2010.

STATE OF ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME

FILE NO. 426983
The following Person(s) Has 
(Have) Abandoned The Use 
of The Fictitious Business 
Name: The Specific Chiro-
practic Center, 1985 First 
Street Suite 209, Livermore 
Ca 94550
The Fictitious business Name 
Statement for the Partnership 
was filed on July 15, 2009 in 
the County of Alameda.
The Name of Registrant: 
Andrea Lynn Jordheim, 3050 
Finnian Way #319, Dublin 
Ca 94568
This business was conducted 
by: an Individual
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Andrea Lynn Jordheim
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
County on August 16, 2010.
The Independent Legal No. 
2844. Publish September 9, 
16, 23, 30, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 441805
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:Transforma-
tion Chiropractic, 1985 First 
St., Suite 209, Livermore Ca 
94550  is hereby registered by 
the following owner(s):
Andrea Lynn Jordheim, 3050 
Finnian Way #319, Dublin 
Ca 94568
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on August 16, 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Andrea Lynn Jordheim
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 16, 2010. Expires 
August 16, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2845. Publish September 9, 
16, 23, 30, 2010.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 441731-441732
The following person(s) do-
ing business as:1)Palladian 
Achievement, 2)Pal Coun-
seling, 7348 Hickorywood 
Lane, Pleasanton Ca 94566  
is hereby registered by the 
following owner(s):
Pallas Wang, 7348 Hicko-
rywood Ln., Pleasanton Ca 
94566
This business is conducted 
by:an Individual
The registrant began to trans-
act business under the ficti-
tious business name (s) listed 
above on August 10, 2010
Signature of Registrant:
/s/:Pallas Wang
This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk of Alameda 
on August 12, 2010. Expires 
August 12, 2015.
The Independent Legal No. 
2846. Publish September 9, 
16, 23, 30, 2010.

NOTICE OF INVITING BID
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will 
be accepted at the Alam-
eda County Social Services 
Agency Contracts Office, 
2000 San Pablo Avenue, 4th 
Floor, Oakland, CA 94612 
NETWORKING/NORTH 
COUNTY BIDDERS CON-
FERENCE RFP SSA-TACT-
FY 10/11 – Work Skills and 
Professional Development 
Training Services, Tuesday, 
September 21, 2010, 1:00 
p.m. – Alameda County So-
cial Services Agency, 2000 
San Pablo Avenue, Berke-
ley Room #331, 3rd Floor, 
Oakland, CA NETWORK-
ING/  SOUTH COUNTY 
BIDDERS CONFERENCE 
RFP SSA-TACT-FY 10/11 
– Work Skills and Profes-
sional Development Train-
ing Services, Wednesday, 
September 22, 2010, 1:00 
p.m. – Alameda County So-
cial Services Agency, 24100 
Amador Street, Shooting Star 

Rooms A&B, 6th Floor, Hay-
ward, CA Responses Due 
by 4:00 pm on October 13, 
2010 County Contact: Najia 
Osmani at (510) 267-9439 or 
via email: NOsmani@acgov.
org Attendance at Networking 
Conference is Non-manda-
tory. Specifications regarding 
the above may be obtained 
at the Current Contracting 
Opportunities Internet website 
at www.acgov.org.
9/9/10
CNS-1939345#
The Independent Legal No. 
2836. Publish September 
9, 2010

NOTICE OF INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed competitive bids will 
be accepted in the office of the 
GSA-Purchasing Department, 
County of Alameda, 1401 
Lakeside Drive, Suite 907, 
Oakland, CA 94612 NET-
WORKING/SOUTH COUNTY 
BIDDERS CONFERENCE 
RFP #900773 for Social Mar-
keting for Nutrition, Monday, 
September 20, 2010, 10:00 
a.m. – Castro Valley Library, 
3600 Norbridge Avenue, 
Chabot Room, Castro Valley, 
CA NETWORKING/NORTH 
COUNTY BIDDERS CON-
FERENCE RFP #900773 for 
Social Marketing for Nutrition, 
Tuesday, September 21, 
2010, 2:00 p.m. – General 
Services Agency, 1401 Lake-
side Drive, Conference Room 
228, 2nd Floor, Oakland, CA 
Responses Due by 2:00 
pm on October 12, 2010 
County Contact: Kai Moore 
(510) 208-4882 or via email: 
kai.moore@acgov.org At-
tendance at Networking Con-
ference is Non-mandatory. 
Specifications regarding the 
above may be obtained at the 
Alameda County GSA Current 
Contracting Opportunities 
Internet website at www.
acgov.org.
9/9/10
CNS-1940280#
The Independent Legal No. 
2842. Publish September 
9, 2010

NOTICE OF INVITING BIDS
Notice is hereby given that 
sealed bids will be accepted 
in the office of the Alam-
eda County Redevelopment 
Agency, 224 W. Winton Av-
enue, Suite 110, Hayward, 
CA NON-MANDATORY NET-
WORKING/BIDDERS CON-
FERENCE – S. COUNTY 
RFP CDA RDA 2010/02, 
ARCHITECTURAL/LAND-
SCAPE ARCHITECTURAL 
SERVICES, Monday, Sep-
tember 13, 2010 at 11:30 
A.M., Alameda County Re-
development Agency, 224 
W. Winton Avenue, Suite 109, 
Hayward, CA NON-MANDA-
TORY NETWORKING/BID-
DERS CONFERENCE – S. 
COUNTY RFP CDA RDA 
2010/02, ARCHITECTURAL/
LANDSCAPE ARCHITEC-

TURAL SERVICES, Monday, 
September 13, 2010 at 3:00 
P.M., Alameda County Re-
development Agency, 224 
W. Winton Avenue, Suite 109, 
Hayward, CA Responses 
Due by 4:00 pm on October 
1, 2010 County Contact: 
Matt Weber (510) 670-6164 
or via email: Matt.Weber@
acgov.org Information re-
garding the above may be 
obtained at the Alameda 
County Current Contracting 
Opportunities Internet website 
at www.acgov.org.
9/9/10
CNS-1941398#
The Independent Legal No. 
2843. Publish September 
9, 2010

 NOTICE TO CREDITORS
  Of VERNICE A. PELUSO

   (Prob. Code 19050)
  Case No. RP10532566

 To Whom It May Concern:
 Notice is hereby given to 
the Creditors and Contingent 
creditors of the decedent:
VERNICE A. PELUSO MARI-
TAL TRUST, that all persons 
having claims against the 
decedent are required to file 
them with the Superior Court, 
at 1225 Fallon Street, Oak-
land, CA 94612 and mail or 
deliver a copy to CITIGROUP 
TRUST DELAWARE N. A., 
Trustee of the Trust dated 
August 28, 2001, wherein 
decedent was the settlor, c/o 
James M. Allen, Esq., 199 
Fremont St., 21st floor, San 
Francisco, Ca 94105 within 
the later of four months after 
August 26, 2010 (date of the 
first publication of notice to 
creditors) or, if notice is mailed 
or personally delivered to you, 
30 days after the date this 
notice is mailed or personally 
delivered to you or you must 
petition to file a late claim as 
provided in Section
 19103 of the Probate Code. 
A claim form may be obtained 
from the court
 clerk. For your protection, 
you are encouraged to file 
your claim by certified mail, 
with return receipt requested. 
Dated: August 16th , 2010
 CITIGROUP TRUST DELA-
WARE N.A.
 BY: Tina Deonise, Vice 
President and Trust Officer, 
Trustee
 The Independent Legal No. 
2833. Publish August 26, 
September 2, 9, 2010

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
TO

SELL ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES

Date of Filing Application:
August 30, 2010
To Whom It May Concern:
The Names(s) of the
Applicant(s) is/are:
SUSANA ALVAREZ CUMP-
LIDO
The Applicants listed above 
are applying to the Depart-
ment of Alcoholic Beverage
Control to sell alcoholic bev-

ages at:
2852 KITTY HAWK RD
LIVERMORE, CA 94551-
7666
Type of license(s) Applied 
for:
41 - ON-SALE BEER AND 
WINE - EATING PLACE
Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control
1515 Clay St. Ste 2208
Oakland, Ca 94612
(510) 622-4970
The Independent Legal No.
2841. Publish September 9, 
16, 23, 2010

ANIMALS
2) CATS/DOGS 

ADOPT A DOG OR CAT, for 
adoption information contact 
Valley Humane Society at 
 925 426-8656.

Adopt a new best friend:  
TVAR, the Tri-Valley Ani-
mal Rescue, offers animals 
for adoption every Saturday 
and Sunday, excluding most 
holidays.  On Saturdays from 
9:30 am to 1:00 pm, both dogs 
and cats are available at the 
Pleasanton Farmers Market at 
W. Angela and First Streets.  
Two locations will showcase 
cats only: Petsmart in Dublin 
from noon to 4  and the Pet 
Food Express in Livermore 
from 1  to 4.  On Sundays, 
cats are at Petsmart in Dublin 
from  1 to 4, and PetCo in San 
Ramon from 11 to 3.    Infor-
mation, call TVAR at  (925) 
803-7043 or visit our website 
at www.tvar.org.  

4)FOUND

FOUND AN ANIMAL? 
 FREE SECTION. Call 

Barbara  925 243-8000 to let 
33,000 households know!

6)LOST

LOST A FAMILY PET? FREE 
SECTION.  Call Barbara  
925 243-8000 to let 33,000 
households know!

AUTOMOTIVE
10)AUTOS WANTED

DONATE VEHICLE: RE-
CEIVE $1000 Grocery Cou-
pon. Your Choice. Noahs Arc 
-  No Kill Animal Shelters. 
Advance Veterinary Treat-
ments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 
Deductible, Non-Runners. 1-
866-912-GIVE. (CAL*SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR: Chil-
dren’s Cancer Fund! Help 
Save A Child’s Life Through 
Research & Support! Free Va-
cation Package.  Fast, Easy & 
Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-
252-0615. (CAL*SCAN)

A CAR DONATION HELP-
ING SICK KIDS! Donate 
Your Car to SONGS of LOVE 
and make a sick child smile! 
Featured on NBC (TODAY 
SHOW), CNN. Tax-deduct-
ible, all vehicle conditions 
accepted. www.SongsofLove.
org 888-909-SONG (7664). 
(CAL*SCAN) 

EMPLOYMENT
56) ADULT CARE

CAREGIVERS 
NEEDED for elder care. 

Light housekeeping 
errands transportation 

meal prep personal care. 
Please fax resume  

925 371-8118

60) BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

BE WARY of out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send any money 
or fees. Read and understand 
any contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates.

71) HELP WANTED

Advertising Account Ex-
ecutive for well-respect-
ed, 47 year old, weekly, 
community newspaper 
in Livermore. Candidate 
needs sales experience, 
creativity, perseverance, 
integrity and interest in 
community involvement. 

Position Summary: 
Sell advertising space in 
our weekly newspaper, 
monthly magazine, web-
site, as well as various 
other print products we 
offer. Increase revenue 
from existing accounts 
and grow client revenue 
in an assigned territory. 
Manage the process of 
launching new products in 
an assigned territory. Enjoy 
a high degree of client con-
tact through face-to-face 
interaction, telephone and 
written correspondence. 

Job Responsibilities: 
Responsible for advertising 
sales within a defined verti-
cal territory.
Meet monthly sales goals.
Work with clients to estab-
lish advertising campaigns 
to proof ads and build. 
Generate new cl ients 
through prospecting via 
email, phone and cold 
calls.
A t tend ing  communi ty 
events, such as ribbon 
cuttings, trade shows, etc.
Build on an established cli-
ent base while maintaining 
current accounts.
 
Job Qualifications:
Must have four year college 
degree.
Minimum two years outside 
sales experience.
Superior presentat ion 
skills.
Effective time management 
skills.
Ability to work effectively 
and cooperatively in a team 
environment.

Salary, plus commission. 

Send resume to: dtlowell@
comcast.net  and to tina@

independentnews.com.

INDEPENDENT 
CONTRACTORS WANTED

 for Senior Home Health 
Care Must Have  

Experience
 Senior Solutions, Inc.

 925 443-3101

CANVASSING POSITION, 
talking to homeowners, book-
ing appointments for free 
estimate on solar electric.  
Guaranteed hourly $12 to 
$15 PLUS commission.  Full 
time.  Highest paid marketing 
job in town. Email resume to: 
prehmar@energysavers.com 
or call Paul at 702 575-5018

ATTN: COMPUTER WORK. 
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up 
to $1,500 Part Time to $7,500/
mo. Full Time. Training Pro-
vided. www.KTPGlobal.com 
or call 1-888-0304-2847. 
(CAL*SCAN)

FIREFIGHTER. Paid train-
ing to join elite U.S. Navy 
team. Good pay, medical/
dental, promotions, vacation. 
HS grads ages 17-34. Call 
Mon-Fri 1-800-345-6289. 
(CAL*SCAN)

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED 
AD call  Barbara 925 243-
8000  or go on-line at 
www.independentnews.
com Also available pay by 
Credit Card for Classified and 
Display Ads.

72) HELP WANTED/DRIVERS

DRIVE FOR THE BEST! Gor-
don Trucking, Inc. Immediate 
Openings!! Teams - All the 
miles you can log! Regional & 
OTR openings. Full Benefits, 
401k, Regular Hometime. We 
have the Freight! Talk to a 
recruiter live! www.TeamGTI.
com 1-888-832-6484 EOE. 
(CAL*SCAN)

Company Drivers (Solos & 
Hazmat Teams) *GREAT 
PAY *GREAT MILES *CDL-
A Required. We also have 
dedicated & regional positions 
available. Call 866-789-8947. 
Swift. (CAL*SCAN)

IF YOU LIVE on I-5, We have 
the Job for You! Regional 
Drivers Wanted! More Ho-
metime! Top Pay! Up to $.41/ 
mile! Heartland Express  
1 -800-441-4953 .  www.
H e a r t l a n d E x p r e s s . c o m 
(CAL*SCAN)

SLT - $2,000 BONUS. Flat-
bed and heavy haul. Owner 
Ops needed Up to 78% of 
load pay. Owners with trail-
ers a plus. 1-800-835-9471. 
(CAL*SCAN)

DRIVERS-ASAP! New Pay 
Increase! 37-43 cpm. Fuel Bo-
nus - up to 4cpm! Need CDL-
A & 3 months recent OTR. 
1-877-258-8782. www.Melt-
onTruck.com (CAL*SCAN)
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Florence “Gloria” 
Anderson 

Florence “Gloria” Anderson 
died August 28, 2010.

Gloria was born Aug. 13, 
1928, in Browns Valley, MN and 
then migrated to Seattle, WA and 
then came to live in Livermore, 
CA in 1965. 

Gloria was a baker turned 
homemaker. She loved to bake 
for family and friends, espe-
cially at Christmas time. She 
also loved to read and grow 
roses. She revitalized the roses 
at Rosewood Gardens, while she 
resided there.

Gloria was preceded in death 
by her husband of 52 years, Con-
rad A. Anderson. 

She is survived by her sons 
James A. (Kia) Johnson and 
Jerry A. Anderson; grandchildren 
Nicholas and Rachel Johnson, 
and Christa and Chad.

Gloria will be laid to rest with 
Conrad at San Joaquin Valley 
National Cemetery at a private 
burial. 

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Nancy Carol Tejada
Nancy Tejada was born on Aug 

4, 1947 in Livermore, California 
and passed away on Sunday, Au-
gust 29, 2010 in Pleasanton, CA.  
She was 63 years old.

She was a lifelong resident of 
Livermore.

She was preceded in death by 
her mother Ruth Tejada in 2005.  
She is survived by her father, 
Christino Tejada of Livermore, 
brother, Bernard Tejada of Napa, 
niece, Christine Tejada of Salinas 
and nephew, Steven Tejada of 
Discovery Bay.

In lieu of flowers the family 
requests donations be made to 
St. Jude’s Hospital in Nancy’s 
name.

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Wilma W. Molzahn
W i l m a 

Molzahn, 
8 2 ,  o f 
Livermore, 
CA passed 
a w a y  a t 
h o m e  o n 
Tu e s d a y, 
August 24, 
2010. 

W i l m a 
C h a r l e n e 

Washburn was born on February 
28, 1929 in San Luis Obispo, CA, 

daughter of the late Lester E. and 
Mary Hulda (Bordine) Wash-
burn. Wilma married Donald W. 
Molzahn on June 17, 1951. 

Wilma received a bachelor’s 
degree in general curriculum 
from UC-Berkeley in 1950. In 
1952 Donald and Wilma moved 
to Livermore. Wilma worked for 
several years in the circulation 
department at the Livermore 
Herald. She also worked many 
years in the Accounts Receiv-
able department at Unisource. 
After retirement in 2002, Wilma 
became a regular volunteer at 
the church office. She enjoyed 
passing the time by reading, tack-
ling knitting projects, watching 
sports and visiting with friends 
and family.

Wilma’s husband, Donald, 
predeceased her on December 
22, 1980.

She is survived by her son, 
David C. (Marcelle) Molzahn 
of Midland MI, her grandson, 
Adam C. (Destinee) Molzahn 
of Leominster, MA, her grand-
daughter, Beth D. (Robert) Haller 
of Midland MI and three great 
grandsons, Ashton C. Molzahn, 
Eli M. Molzahn and B. Hayden 
Haller. She was predeceased by 
her brother, William Washburn. 

According to Wilma’s wishes 
cremation has taken place. A 
Memorial Service will be held 
at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, Sep-
tember 16, 2010 in the chapel at 
First Presbyterian Church (4th and 
K St.) in Livermore, with Rev. 
Roberta McReynolds officiating. 
Wilma’s family will greet friends 
at a reception in the Fellowship 
Hall after the service. Those plan-
ning an expression of sympathy 
are asked to consider First Pres-
byterian Church (Livermore) or 
Hope Hospice.

Rex Lambert
Livermore resident Rex Lam-

bert passed away suddenly on 
July 31, 2010. He was born July 
5, 1952 in Lincoln, Nebraska.  

He is survived by his two 
sons, Chance Lambert and Dustin 
Lambert of Longview, Washing-
ton; daughter Naomi Lambert of 
Georgia, brothers James Lam-
bert, San Ramon, Gregory Lam-
bert, Citrus Heights and sister Jill 
Klug, Florida. 

Rex was a kind quiet man, 
willing to help anyone in need.  
His family and many friends will 
miss him.  Rex was an expert 
welder.  He worked as an inde-

pendent contractor for Chevron 
for many years and had his 
own welding rig. Most recently 
he purchased a new truck and 
welding rig establishing his own 
company “Perfect Circle Weld-
ing,” specializing in fabrication 
and pipelines. His great love was 
music; he was an excellent base 
guitar player, playing and singing 
in several local bands, writing his 
own music.  

Celebration of life will be 
held Friday September 10, 2010 
at 11:00 am at Cornerstone Fel-
lowship in Livermore.  

Arrangements by Callaghan 
Mortuary.

Clark C. Akin, Jr.
Clark C. Akin, Jr. died Sept. 

3, 2010. Born in Klamath Falls, 
Oregon, on Feb. 21, 1943, Clark 
spent the last 25 years in the Bay 
Area, residing in Oakley for the 
last 11 years. 

He was a retired machinist 
who loved riding his Harley, fish-
ing, camping, playing dominoes, 
and above all, spending time with 
his family. He is survived by 
his four children: Ryan, Jolene, 
Shawna, and Lindsey; his two 
sisters Delores Church and Don-
nie Welden, along with many 
nieces, nephews and friends. He 
was deeply loved by his family 
and will be greatly missed.

A Celebration of Life Service 
will be held on Friday, Sep-
tember 10, 2010 at 2:00pm at 
Callaghan Mortuary, 3833 East 
Ave, Livermore. Reception will 
immediately follow the service 
at the family home. Preferred 
parking for motorcycles.

 

After taking a year off to allow 
their supporters to recover from 
hard economic times, The Taylor 
Family Foundation’s (TTFF) Day 
in the Park Auction Fundraiser 
returned to Camp Arroyo on 
Sunday, August 29, 2010 raising 
more than $1 million to allow 
kids with life-threatening and 
chronic illnesses, developmental 
disabilities and at-risk youth to 
attend camp at no cost to their 
families.

The event celebrated the 
Foundation’s Double Anniver-
sary: 20 years of giving and 
10 years of providing summer 
and weekend camp programs 
at TTFF’s Camp Arroyo. Noted 
celebrities, including local news 
personalities ABC7KGO TV’s 
Cheryl Jennings and KPIX’s 
Roberta Gonzales were on hand 
along with radio personalities 
Jim Hampton from KKIQ/KKDV 
and Sue Hall from KOIT. Shark’s 
play-by-play announcer Randy 
Hahn lent an assist during the 
afternoon and long-time TTFF 
supporter and food and wine 
aficionado Narsai David helped 
provide emcee duties.

Proceeds from Day in the Park 
go directly towards funding and 
facilitating TTFF’s Camp Ar-
royo. Each year TTFF’s Camp 
Arroyo provides a free sum-
mer oasis for more than 2,700 
Northern California children suf-
fering from chronic and critical 
illnesses, such as heart disease, 
IBD, Crohn’s, celiac disease, 
brain tumors, pediatric cancer, 

HIV/AIDS, developmental dis-
abilities and more.  At camp, 
children have an opportunity 
to “just be kids” without being 
judged or ridiculed by others. 
They meet other children with 
similar conditions, gain self-es-
teem and self-respect and make 
long lasting friendships.

One of the highlights of the 
day came early, when former 
San Francisco 49er Steve Young 
took the stage with Elaine Taylor, 
who thanked Young for giving 
TTFF credibility back when 
the Foundation needed it most. 
Young stayed throughout the live 
auction, personally asking at-
tendees to bid on a Monday Night 
Football package for four guests 
to join him and the rest of the 
ESPN crew in Washington D.C. 
to watch the Redskins take on 
the Philadelphia Eagles. Bidding 
started at $3,000 for the package, 
which sold for $25,000.

In keeping with tradition, 
the Live Auction started off 
with Send-a-Kid to camp, dur-
ing which 109 guests donated a 
combined $482,800.

Generous contributors do-
nated a host of exciting items that 
The Taylor Family Foundation 
combined into 24 fabulous lots 
for the Live Auction. Exclusive 
packages were sold, including a 

cooking school package in Tus-
cany, tickets to the MTV awards, 
the opportunity to sit in on a table 
read for an upcoming episode 
of The Simpsons and a private 
chef ’s dinner with Grammy 
Award winner k.d. lang.

This year’s Day in the Park 
featured more than 70 restau-
rants, wine makers, brew masters 
and pastry chefs who provided 
food samplings and tastings for 
more than 1,100 guests. During 
the “Epicurean Ensemble” guests 
were able to bid on silent and 
premium auction items, includ-
ing rare wines, artisan dinners 
and luxury trips. 

For more information on 
The Taylor Family Foundation, 
please visit www.ttff.org.

Day in the Park Raises Over 
$1 Million for Camp Arroyo



The Independent, SEPTEMBER 9, 2010 - PAGE 11

DRIVERS New Trucks arriv-
ing! Solo OTR Drivers & Team 
Drivers. West states, exp. 
hazmat end, great miles & 
hometime. ANDRUS TRANS-
PORTATION 1-800-888-5838 
or 1-866-806-5119 x1402. 
(CAL*SCAN)

R E G I O N A L  D R I V E R S 
WANTED! More Hometime! 
Top Pay! Excellent Bene-
fits! Newer Equipment! Up  
t o  $ . 4 1 / m i l e  c o m p a n y  
drivers! Heartland Express  
1 -800-441-4953 .  www.
H e a r t l a n d E x p r e s s . c o m 
(CAL*SCAN)

CLASSIFIEDS

**************
Reaches

33,000 Homes
Direct mail

to
Livermore, Dublin,

Pleasanton & Sunol
Call Barbara
925 243-8000

80)SALES & MARKETING

Join our team of Fun, 
motivated and successful 
professionals. Call (925) 
290-7534 ask for Michael
Multi-BILLION dollar com-
pany opens center in 
Livermore!
-Part & full-time positions 
available
-Work around your current 
schedule
-Training provided
-We need motivated people 
who have a desire to make 
a change in their lives and 
in the community.

Call: (925) 290-7534

MERCHANDISE
111)EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

NEW Norwood SAWMILLS 
-LumberMate-Pro handles 
logs 34” diameter, mil ls 
boards 28” wide. Automated 
quick-cycle-sawing increases 
efficiency up to 40%! www.
NorwoodSawmills.com/300N 
1-800-661-7746 ext. 300N. 
(CAL*SCAN)

115)ESTATE/GARAGE/
YARD SALES

ESTATE SALE
Pleasanton Estate Sale. 
This is a BIG SALE from 
extensive house of folks 
who never wanted to throw 
anything away! Surprising 
Variety of Furniture, Desks/
Tools, Hardware/Electron-
ics, Kitchen/Flatware Some 
Silver, Glassware/China 
Sets, Bauer/Fiesta Ware, 
Clocks/Lamps, Fine & 
Costume Jewelry, Office/
Collectibles some of local 
interest, Asian, Imari, Paint-
ings, Prints, Books, LP’s, 
Linens/Furs, Trunks/Train 
mem & MUCH MORE. 
Cameras include Stere-
opticon Camera & Projec-
tor & Bosley 16mm Movie 
Camera. Battery-Driven 
Motor Scooters. Fri/Sat/Sun 
Sept 10, 11, 12 8-4pm West 
Angela St near Fairgrounds 
follow Estate Sale Signs 
from Main St. on sale days. 
Conducted by Livermore-
Amador Symphony Guild.

RAIN OR SHINE! Call Bar-
bara 925-243-8000 or go to 
www.independentnews.
com before 8am Tuesdays 
to get your ad in for the next 
edition.

118) FREE/GIVEAWAY

GOT OLD JUNK
FREE/GIVEAWAY  

SECTION
Call 925 243-8000 Barbara  

FREE
ARCHITECTURAL DIGEST 

BOOKS
1970 - 2009

510 889-0723

FREE MOVING BOXES
Many Sizes Call M- F 5-9PM

Come on week-n
 925 321-4800

125)HOUSEHOLD GOODS

Place your household items 
here for sale. Call  

925 243-8000 or go on-line 
at  www.independentnews.

com Also you can pay by 
Credit Card for Classified 

and Display Ads.

127) LOST/FOUND

LOST or FOUND AN ITEM
FREE SECTION

Call Barbara 925 243-8000

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS
150)HUNTING

ELK HUNTS - DURANGO 
COLORADO. No License 
Required. Cows $850/Man-
age Bulls $3900. Trophy 
Bulls $10,000-$15,000. 1500 
Acres Prime Habitat. www.
ElkQuest.com 970-749-4647. 
(CAL*SCAN)

 155)NOTICES

“NOTICE TO READERS: 
California law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that to-
tal $500 or more (labor and/or 
materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 
Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their 
license numbers on all adver-
tising. Check your contractor’s 
status at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB (2752). 
Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License 
Board.”

REAL ESTATE
Classified Ads The Federal 
Fair Housing Act, Title VII 
of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, and state law prohibit 
advertisements for housing 
and employment that contain 
any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on 
protected classes, including 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status or 
national origin. IVPC does 
not knowingly accept any 
advertisements that are in 
violation of the law.

1 5 7 ) A P T / C O T T A G E /
HOUSE/RENTALS

GOT A HOUSE FOR RENT? 
Let the 33,000 households/
businesses who receive the 
Independent know about it. 
To place an ad go to  www.in-
dependentnews.com or call 
Barbara at 925 243-8000

160)BOAT/RV and RETAIL

LOOKING FOR RETAIL 
OR

STORAGE SPACE?
Great Location Off Hwy 580

On Kitty Hawk Road
For Details Email:

Pmatharu@lagmail.net

162)HOMES FOR SALE 

By Advertising with The In-
dependent you can reach 
over 33,000 homes and busi-
nesses with your ad. Call 
Barbara 925 243-8000

165) HOUSE/ROOMS/RENT-
ALS TO SHARE

RENT YOUR EMPTY LIV-
ING SPACE By Advertis-
ing with The Independent 
reaching over 33,000 homes 
and businesses with your ad 
placement. Call Barbara 925 
243-8000

168)LAND FOR SALE/OUT 
OF STATE

One Time Montana Land 
Bargain, Billings Area. 166 
Acres: WAS-$299,900 NOW-
$99,900 Only a few tracts! 
BELOW Market PRICES! 
Trees, ridges & views. Close 
to Round-Up, MT & Mus-
sellshell River. The best land  
dea l  ever  in  Montana ! 
Call 888-361-3006. www.
WesternSk iesLand.com 
(CAL*SCAN)

172)LOTS & ACREAGE/OUT 
OF STATE

By Advertising with The In-
dependent, you reach over 
33,000 homes and business-
es with your message. Call 
Barbara 925 243-8000

SERVICES
177)BUSINESS SERVICES

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
in 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
for the best reach, coverage, 
and price. 25-words $450. 
Reach 6 million Californians! 
FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-
SCAN.com (CAL*SCAN)

DISPLAY ADVERTISING in 
140 Cal-SCAN newspapers 
statewide for $1,550! Reach 
over 3 million Californians! 
FREE email brochure.  Call 

(916) 288-6019.  
www.Cal-SCAN.com 

(CAL*SCAN)

ADVERTISE ONLINE in a 
network of 50-plus newspa-

per websites.  Border to  
Border with one order! $7 
cost per thousand impres-
sions statewide. Minimum 

$5,000 order. Call for details: 
(916) 288-6010.  www.

CaliforniaBannerAd
Network.com (CAL*SCAN)

180)EDUCATION 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA!  
Graduate in 4 weeks!   

FREE Brochure.   
Call Now!   

1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 
www.SouthEasternHS.com 

(CAL*SCAN)

181)FINANCIAL SERVICES

CASH NOW! Get cash for 
your structured settlement 
or annuity payments. High 
payouts. Call J.G. Went-
worth. 1-866-Settlement (1-
866-738-8536). Rated A+ by 
the Better Business Bureau. 
(CAL*SCAN)

190)SCHOOLS/TRAINING

H E A V Y  E Q U I P M E N T /
CRANE TRAINING. Learn to 
operate bulldozer, backhoe, 
motor grader, excavator, skid 
steer, crane. Career assis-
tance. Call 888-210-4534. 
Northern California College of 
Construction. www.HEAVY4.
com promocode NCPA1 

Advertisement for Training. 
(CAL*SCAN)

195)T IMESHARES/RE-
SORTS

WORLDMARK / TIMESHARE 
Sell /  Rent For CASH!!! 
We’ll find you Buyers/Rent-
ers! 10+ years of success! 
Over $78 Million in offers in 
2009! www.SellaTimeshare.
com Call (877) 554-2098. 
(CAL*SCAN)

TO PLACE  A CLASSIFIED 
AD
 call  Barbara 925 243-8000 

or go on-line at 
www.independentnews.
com Also available pay by 
Credit Card for Classified and 
Display Ads.
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Conflicting Statistics 
Muddle Housing Picture

By Cher Wollard
National figures for July show steep declines in housing sales, 

causing some analysts to predict dire times ahead. For example: 
• Sales of existing homes fell 27.2% from June, and 25.5 percent 

from July 2009, according to the National Association of Realtors 
(NAR).

• Sales of new single-family homes dropped 12.4 percent from 
the month before, and 32.4 percent year-to-year, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau and the department of Housing and Urban 
Development.

• Home sales decreased 20.8 percent from June, both statewide 
and in Alameda County, according to figures from MDA DataQuick 
and Trendgraphix.

• The value of California real estate – residential, commercial 
and land, fell 1.8 percent this year, after having dropped 2.4 percent 
in 2009.

And yet, other reports hinted at reasons for optimism:
• The national median existing-home price was up slightly over 

the previous year to $182,600.
• Statewide, the median price paid for a home was $268,000, down 

slightly from $270,000 in June, but up 7.2 percent from $250,000 in 
July 2009. The year-to-year hike was the ninth in a row, following 
27 months of year-to-year decline. 

• Median prices of single-family homes increased 10.4 percent 
to $314,850 July-to-July.

• Alameda County pending sales of single family homes rose 5.7 
percent from the month before, and 7.8 percent year-to-date.

What to make of all these statistics?
For one thing, they each measure a different aspect of real estate. 

But in general, sales were brisk the first half of this year and slowed 
dramatically in July. 

That may be consumer reaction to the end of national and state 
tax credits. It may be fallout from an artificial rush to purchase in 
the spring by buyers eager to meet the deadlines for those credits 
– buyers who might not have bought until later in the year. It could 
be evidence of another downturn. It might be a fluke. 

“There was more to last month’s sales drop than expiring fed-
eral home buyer tax credits,” said John Walsh, president of MDA 
DataQuick. “But we think they were the main reason the decline 
was so sharp.”

Lawrence Yun, chief economist for N.A.R. agrees.
“Consumers rationally jumped into the market before the deadline 

for the home buyer tax credit expired,” Yun said. “Since May, after 
the deadline, contract signings have been notably lower and a pause 
period for home sales is likely to last through September. 

“However, given the rock-bottom mortgage interest rates and 
historically high housing affordability conditions, the pace of a sales 
recovery could pick up quickly, provided the economy consistently 
adds jobs.”

Yun added that annual sales are still expected to reach 5 million 
this year. Annual sales have averaged 4.9 million for the last 20 
years.

The statistics also seem to indicate that California – and especially 
the Bay Area – may be seeing a somewhat different real estate picture 
than the nation as a whole.

Sales did fall here in July, but pendings – homes going into con-
tract – rose 5.7 percent from the month before and about the same 
over last July.

Prices are also up.
In Alameda County, the average sales price was $540,000, off 

slightly from June, but substantially higher than $454,000 in July 
2009.

Mostly this is because the market has shifted from a focus on 
low-end foreclosures and short sales to include more mid- and upper-
range homes. But there is evidence that the market value of similar 
properties has also risen. 

For one thing, the price per square foot of residential property 
has been on a steady incline since hitting a five-year low of $250 in 
January 2009. The price in July was $303, up more than 10 percent 
from $274 a year ago.

Days on the market – the statistic for the average time it takes to 
sell a residential property – is constant from June at 36 days – and 
down considerably from 60 days a year ago.

Months of inventory for pended sales – a statistic used to describe 
the ratio between demand and supply – is at 3.4. This is well below 
6.0 months, which N.A.R. says represents a balanced market. That 
means we still have more buyers than sellers, keeping the pace of 
sales relatively high.

In Livermore, the picture is only slightly different. 
Average sales price dropped from $490,000 to $473,000 July to 

July, although that may be an outlier as June’s average sales price 
was $527,000 and we’ve seen a steady increase all year.

Price per square foot was up from $259 to $264.
The months of inventory – 2 – is the same as last year and slightly 

ahead of June. In fact, the market in Livermore, as in the rest of the 
Tri-Valley, has been moving at a brisk pace since January of 2009.

Statistics for condos and townhouses tell a similar tale, although 
they spend more time on the market before going into contract.

So what is on the horizon for prospective homebuyers and sellers? 
It’s hard to know, but a few other statistics may prove pertinent:

• The number of California homes pushed into foreclosure dropped 
for the fifth consecutive quarter to the lowest level in three years, 
according to MDA DataQuick.

• Statewide entry level affordability, indicating the percentage 
of first-time homebuyers who can afford an average-priced home 
in California, was 64 percent in the second quarter of 2010. This is 
considered very good news for buyers.

 “There’s been a pause in the market,” Walsh noted. “Some poten-
tial buyers – including those who held off until the tax credits expired 
– will take their time to assess market conditions.” 

Combined with all-time low interest rates, this could make for an 
interesting autumn market.

Cher Wollard is a Realtor with 
Windermere Welcome Home, Livermore.

Deadlines for submitting information to 
The Independent are as follows:

The Independent Magazine: the first Thursday of each month
Section II: 5 p.m. the Friday before publication
Main Section: Noon Monday for sports news

 and letters to the editor.  

email: editmail@compuserve.com
Fax: 925-447-0212

Mail: PO Box 1198, Livermore, CA 94551
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Photo - Doug Jorgensen

Andy Jorgensen (left), Civic Arts manager for the City of Pleasanton, and Randy Steward of 
O'Connor Construction, discussed how the Firehouse Arts Center was built. They are standing 
on the stage of the theater.

Debbie Look, executive direc-
tor of PCAF, pointed out that suc-
cessful arts centers are partner-
ships between private and public 
entities. The goals of the new arts 
center are to provide high quality 
arts experiences in Pleasanton, 
enhance arts education, and to 
provide significant economic 
benefit. “The arts center brings 
both prestige and quality of life 
aspects. It enhances land values 
and will add vitality to the down-
town,” she declared. 

Current PCAF president Bill 
Butler said just the idea that it 
is opening has already drawn 
people into the downtown.  

Butler said that the PCAF’s 
sole mission was to raise private 
funds for the arts center. The goal 
was $2 million. “We are just at 
$1.9 million.” He was on hand at 
Tuesday’s city council to present 
a check for $250,000 to the city. 

Butler said that one of the 
most successful fund-raising 
programs has been selling bricks. 
There will be 1000 bricks. Just in 
August, $30,000 worth of bricks 
were purchased. People have un-
til Sept.. 24 to purchase one.

Assistant City Manager Ju-
lie Yuan-Mu was the program 
manager. “It does take a village 
to build an arts facility,” she 
declared. “The city council had 
the foresight to breathe new life 
into the facility.” She was proud 
of the fact that all of the bricks 
used were part of the original 
firehouse. The bricks were made 
in Pleasanton. Natural elements 
are used throughout the building. 
She noted that it has achieved the 
necessary points to be a green 
building, including the use of 
solar power.

The old firepole is located in 
the lobby. It is dedicated to the 
firefighters who lived here for 40 
years, stated Yuan-Mu. 

Rob Vogt is in charge of 
programming. “I get to have fun 
with the building,” he declared. 
“The 227 seat theater is a great 
space for programs. I believe we 

have created a sophisticated, high 
quality season of entertainment.” 
A variety of series are planned, 
including jazz, acoustic and 
classical.

 The center, he added, also 
allows for interdisciplinary pro-
gramming. For example, jazz 
performances and a jazz themed 
art show could be presented as 
part of the Campana Jazz Fes-
tival.

Opening weekend will fea-
ture jazz guitarist Earl Klugh 
on Sept. 24 followed by jazz 

composer Mose Allison on Sept. 
25. On Sept. 26, classical pianist 
Evelyne Brancart will perform a 
Chopin Concert.

An additional jazz perfor-
mance, featuring Tia Fuller, is 
scheduled for Oct. 23. 

A classical concert on Oct. 24, 
“A Ceremony of Cellos,” will 
be a tribute to the late Lawrence 
Granger.

The acoustic music series 
will feature Dala on Oct. 24, 
Craicmore on Nov. 13 and Roger 
McGuinn on Nov. 28.

There will be cabaret type 
performances offered. Franc 
D’Ambrosio kicks off the sea-
son with “Hollywood,” on Nov. 
3. David Burnham will be in 
concert on Nov. 6. In addition a 
Motown Holiday review and a 
Rodgers and Hammerstein with 
Hart performance have been 
scheduled. The theater can be 
transformed into a restaurant type 
setting by removing seats and 
extending the stage area.

The Pacific Coast Repertory 
Theatre will stage a performance 
of “Cabaret” in January.

The Civic Arts Stage Com-
pany will perform in partnership 
with the San Francisco Shake-
speare Festival. First production 
will be James and the Giant 
Peach, followed by The Princess 
and the Pea, and concluding with 
Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm.   

Second City, out of Chicago, 
leads the comedy series with two 
performances on Oct. 22.

Vogt said there are discussions 
underway about moving the Mu-
seum on Main lecture series and 
the Pleasanton Library classic 
film series to the Arts Center. Lo-
cal performances will feature the 
Pleasanton Community Concert 
Band, possibly the Livermore 

Valley Opera, Don Lewis and 
Jeff Bordes. 

The classrooms will provide 
an opportunity for acting classes 
and workshops. Some rehears-
als will be held in the larger 
classroom. The Pleasanton Art 
League will be able to present 
art workshops. In the spring, the 
city will offer fine art classes, 
said Vogt.

Julie Finegan manages the art 
gallery, which is named for the 
Harringtons. Pleasanton residents 
Nancy and Gary Harrington 
donated several of the most dra-
matic features of the Firehouse 
Arts Center - two large glass 
marquees and a statue of Claude 
Monet to be installed near the 
outdoor plaza.

The Pleasanton Art League 
show will be the first in the gal-
lery. Finegan said all 84 artists 
will have one piece in the show. 
She noted that excitement over 

the gallery has led to additional 
memberships in the art league, 
including artists such as Jill 
Tishman, Carol Maddox  and 
Carolyn Lord.

The second show in the gal-
lery will feature the National 
Watercolor Society traveling 
exhibit. In addition, four local 
signature members will have 
works included. They are Caro-
lyn Lord, Mike Riordan, Robin 
Purcell and Karen Frey. Frey will 
also be conducting watercolor 
workshops.

The third show will be brought 
by Paintbrush Diplomacy. It fea-
tures children’s artwork from 
around the world.

Tickets for all performances 
can be purchased online at www.
firehousearts.org. For box office 
information, call 931-4848. The 
Firehouse Arts Center is located 
at 4444 Railroad Avenue. 

FIREHOUSE
(continued from page one)
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Season openers at the City of 
Pleasanton’s Firehouse Arts Cen-
ter will include performances by 
master jazz guitarist Earl Klugh on 
Friday, September 24, celebrated 
composer musician Mose Allison 
on Saturday, September 25, and 
award-winning pianist Evelyne 
Brancart in a Chopin Piano Con-
cert on Sunday, September 26, 
2010.  

The full weekend of entertain-
ment will be presented at the 
newly-opened facility at 4444 
Railroad Avenue in downtown 
Pleasanton, Calif. 

During his career, Earl Klugh 
has been the recipient of twelve 
Grammy nominations and 23 Top 
Ten Billboard Jazz Chart albums. 
His 8:00 p.m. show on September 
24 will highlight his newest album, 
The Spice of Life, which was the 

Firehouse Arts Center 
Opening Weekend of Offers 

Variety of Entertainers
Billboard and iTunes Bestselling 
Jazz Album for 2008. 

Mose Allison’s more than 150 
songs are known to cross all musi-
cal boundaries and have been sung 
by artists such as The Who, Van 
Morrison, Elvis Costello, Bon-
nie Raitt, The Clash and Diana 
Krall.  He will perform at 8:00 
p.m. on September 25. Audiences 
will experience his style, a unique 
blending of jazz and blues, and  
wit. After a 12 year recording hia-
tus Allison recently recorded The 
Way of the World on Anti Records, 
produced by Joe Henry.

Award-winning Belgian pia-
nist Evelyne Brancart is chair of 
the piano department at Indiana 
University’s Jacobs School of 
Music.  The school is the largest 
music school in the United States. 
The piano department is the larg-

est in the world.  A solo recitalist 
and chamber musician, Brancart 
has performed worldwide and has 
taught many of the best upcoming 
pianists. 

 She will perform Chopin’s 
24 Etudes, op. 10 & 25, and 
Schumann’s Sonata No. 1 in F# 
minor, op. 11 at a 3:00 p.m. Sunday 
matinee on September 26, 2010.  
The concert will honor the 200th 
birthdays of both of Chopin and 
Schumann. 

On the following day, Monday, 
September 27, Brancart will pres-
ent a lecture, The Hand as a Source 
of Inspiration, for the Alameda 
East County Branch of the Music 
Teachers Association of California 
(MTAC).  In the lecture, she will 
present an innovative view of the 
Chopin Etudes, considering the 

Opening weekend performers are (upper left) Evelyne Brancart, 
(upper right) Earl Klugh, and (lower right) Mose Allison.

(continued on page 3)
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Fun and games, entertainment 
and information will all be part 
of this year’s Children’s Fair, 
presented by the Livermore Area 
Recreation and Park District. 

Children’s Fair 2010 is sched-
uled from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 11, and Sunday, Sept. 12. 
With more than 60 booths packed 
full of kid-friendly activities, this 
year’s event has the largest number 
of participants ever.

From 10 a.m. to noon on Sat-
urday only, the Livermore Police 
Department will offer Car Seat 

Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre 
will open its season in Pleasanton 
with “My Way, A Musical Tribute 
to Frank Sinatra.”

Opening night is Fri., Sept. 
17. Performances will be in Sep-
tember-October at the Studio 
Theatre. 

This new music revue features 
56 songs recorded by “Old Blue 
Eyes” and is currently playing 
to packed houses throughout the 
country.  “Sinatra said that the 
secret of his success was to sing 

great songs.  My Way offers some 
of the greatest music of the 20th 
century in a smart, tight production 
that has broad appeal.  Every night 
the audience is on their feet cheer-
ing,” declared Marc Masterson, 
Artistic Director, Actor’s Theatre 
of Louisville.  Encore Attractions 
called it, “…the hottest musical 
revue since Forever Plaid.”

The show was created by David 
Grapes and Todd Olson. 

 The cast includes: Amy Lucido, 
Anthony V. Lucido, Katie Potts, 

Tom Reardon and Michael Scott 
Wells.  “My Way” will be produced 
by Kathleen Breedveld, directed 
by Robert Sholty, musical direc-
tion by Sierra Dee, lighting design 
by David Lam and costume design 
by Lisa Danz.  The show is used 
by Permission of Summerwind 
Productions.

Performances are 8 p.m. Fri-
days and Saturdays and 2 p.m. 
Sundays, Sept. 17 to Oct. 10. 
The Studio Theatre is located at 
1048 Serpentine Lane, Suite 309, 

Pleasanton.
Tickets are $25 for adults, $22 

for seniors, $20 for students, and 
a substantial discount for groups 
purchasing 20 or more tickets. 
A processing fee will be added 
to the price of each ticket.  Tick-
ets may be purchased on-line at 
www.trivalleyrep.com (click on 
TICKETS), by phone at 925-462-
2121, or in person by visiting our 
ticket office at 1048 Serpentine 
Lane, Suite 307 in Pleasanton on 
Wednesdays or Fridays between 
11:00am and 3:00pm. 

Checks in the East Avenue parking 
lot for families with young chil-
dren. Featured on Sunday from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. will be the Bicycle 
Rodeo in the Loyola Avenue park-
ing lot. Kids can bring a bike and a 
helmet to learn safety rules while 
having fun. 

The Livermore Pleasanton Fire 
Department will be on hand both 
days with its Safety Trailer and 
Fire Truck.

Throughout the fair will be free 
make-it-and-take-it craft booths as 
well as informational and vendor 

booths. An inflatable activity cen-
ter and carnival games will keep 
kids busy in the gymnasium, while 
pony rides and a petting zoo will 
entertain families outdoors. Food 
booths will offer treats such as hot 
dogs, hamburgers, pizza, drinks 
and shaved ice.

The Pleasanton and Livermore 
Military Families support group 
will be on hand for families to 
send cards to troops. The Boy 
Scouts will also attend and lead 
the fair in a moment of silence to 
commemorate the anniversary of 
Sept. 11.

Admission is free to Children’s 
Fair, with select activities having a 
nominal fee. All happenings are at 

the Robert Livermore Community Center, 4444 East Ave., Livermore. 
Parking will be in the Loyola Way lot. For more information, visit www.
larpd.dst.ca.us or call 925-373-5700.

Performance lineup for Children’s Fair 2010:
Saturday, Sept. 11

10:30 a.m. – Livermore School of Dance
11:15 a.m. – Break-Thru Crew

Noon – Livermore Idol winner Chris LaBel
1 p.m. – Livermore Martial Arts Academy

2 p.m. – Grupo Folklorico Tlapalli
3 p.m. Gymfinity Gymnastics and Dance

Sunday, Sept. 12
10:30 a.m. – Extreme Dance Force

11:15 a.m. – Mad Science
12:15 p.m. – Livermore Idol runner-up Michelle Morrison

1 p.m – Amador Judo and Jujitsu
 2 p.m. – Livermore Idol runner-up Emily Stuart

2:45 p.m. – Triple Threat Performing Arts

  

Season Opens with a Sinatra Tribute

Pictured, from left, are cast 
members Anthony Lucido, 
Katie Potts, Tom Reardon, 
Michael Scott Wells, and 
Amy Lucido.

Fun and Games for 
All Ages at Children's 

Fair

Bicycle Rodeo (upper right) is one of the activities at the fair.
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The newly-opened Firehouse 
Arts Center at 4444 Railroad Av-
enue in downtown Pleasanton, will 
offer subscription discounts for 
several entertainment series during 
its 2010-2011 season. 

Those who purchase series 
tickets in advance will receive a 
15 percent savings (when choosing 
three shows) or 20 percent (when 
choosing five shows) from within 
the Firehouse Cabaret, Firehouse 
Classical, Civic Arts Stage Co. 
and Firehouse Kids series. Pa-
trons may also create their own 
series by choosing three or five 
shows from the entire 2010-2011 
Firehouse Arts Center season. All 
tickets must be purchased in a 
single order.

The Firehouse Cabaret Series 
showcases some of the greatest 
hits from Hollywood, Broadway 
and Motown including: Franc 
D’Ambrosio’s Hollywood on 
October 2, 2010, David Burnham 
on November 6, 2010, Motown 
Holiday Revue on December 11,  
2010, Rogers & Hammerstein with 
Hart on January 15 and January 
16, 2011 and Wesla Whitfield on 
February 13, 2011.

The Firehouse Classical Series 
highlights a wide range of clas-
sical music experiences includ-
ing pianist Evelyne Brancart in 
Celebrating the 200th Anniversary 
of Chopin on  September 26,  A 
Ceremony of Cellos (in memory of 

“Art in Carnegie Park” will be held on Saturday, 
September 18 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,

This is a summer event presented by the Livermore 
Art Association (LAA) that is something the whole 
family can enjoy. Local artists will fill Carnegie Park in 
downtown Livermore with arts and crafts for sale, and 
provide art demonstrations. Shoppers can purchase art 
directly from the artists. There will also be live music, 
local wines and food. 

Le Tableau Magnifique Ballet company will per-
form on stage in the park. Activities for kids include 
face painting. Visitors can also browse LAA’s art gal-
lery, located right in the park in the historic Carnegie 
building. The art gallery is a co-op run by the artists 
themselves. 

Carnegie Park is at 3rd & K street in downtown 
Livermore. Open 10:00 am - 4:00  
pm. Free to the public. For more  
information call 925-449-9927.

fact that Chopin was not only an 
extraordinary pianist but also a 
drawing artist. She will relate to 
each Etude as a physical, musical, 
emotional or pianistic sketch and 
examine how each etude evolves 
from the previous one. 

The lecture is free and open 
to the public. It will take place 
at 10:00 am at the LuPing Yang 
piano studio, 2980 Amoroso Court 
(off Montevino) in Pleasanton, 
Calif.  More information is avail-
able at (925) 484-1150.

Tickets to the Earl Klugh per-
formance are $35, $40 and $45. 
Tickets to the Mose Allison show 
are $22, $27 and $32.  Tickets to 
the Chopin Piano Concert are $16, 
$20 and $24 with senior tickets 
at $20 and student tickets at $12. 
Group discounts are available. 

All tickets may now be pur-
chased online at www.firehouse-
arts.org up to three hours prior to 
each performance.  Phone orders 

Lawrence Granger) on October 24,  
Cypress String Quartet on January 
9, 2011, classical guitarist Peter 
Fletcher on February 20, 2011 and 
the Pleasanton Chamber Players on 
March 6, 2011.

Civic Arts Stage Co. produc-
tions include James and the Giant 
Peach, October 8-10 and 15-17, 
2010; The Princess and the Pea, 
December 10-19, 2010; Rebecca 
of Sunnybrook Farm, May 6-15, 
2011.

Firehouse Kids are offered on 
one Saturday morning each month.  
This season’s theater and music 
experiences include James and the 
Giant Peach by Civic Arts Stage 
Co. on October 9; Craicmore, 
Celtic music with a world view, on 
November 13; The Princess and 
the Pea by Civic Arts Stage Co. (at 
the Amador Theater) on December 
11, 2010, a show to be announced 
on January 8, 2011, and the Youth 
Music Festival performance on 
Saturday, February 19, 2011.  

Those wishing to place sub-
scription orders may do so online 
at www.firehousearts.org, and 
beginning September 10, 2010, 
by phone at (925) 931-4848 or 
at the Firehouse Arts Center Box 
Office.  

Box Office hours are Wednes-
day–Friday, 12:00 Noon-6:00 
p.m.; Saturday, 10:00 a.m.–4:00 
p.m. and for two hours prior to 
each performance.

at (925) 931-4848 and in-person 
sales at the Firehouse Arts Cen-
ter Box Office begin September 
10, 2010.  Box Office hours are 
Wednesday-Friday, 12 noon-6:00 
p.m., Saturday 10:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m. and for two hours prior to 
the performance. More informa-
tion about Firehouse Arts Center 
is available at www.firehousearts.
org. 

Firehouse Arts Center Offers 
Discounts on Entertainment Series

OPENING WEEKEND
(continued from front page)

Art in Carnegie Park 
Features Art, Music, Wine, 
Food and Entertainment

Above is one of the booths from last year. Don Eagling, 
right, offers his acrylic paintings.
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Jewelry artist Michele Buckett is the Livermore Art Association 
(LAA) Gallery’s featured artist for the month of September.  Michele 
creates  jewelry using semi-precious stones, pearls, and crystals. 
Her designs reflect her love of nature’s colors, shapes and textures. 
She makes a variety of necklaces, earrings, and bracelets. Her 
work will be available for purchase at the LAA Gallery. Admission 
is free. LAA Gallery is open 11:30-4:00 Wed-Sun, and is located in 
the historic Carnegie Building at 2155 3rd St. Livermore. For more 
info call the Gallery 925-449-9927.

  

City of Pleasanton Civic Arts 
Stage Company will present three 
productions during the 2010-
2011 season, James and the Gi-
ant Peach, The Princess and the 
Pea, and Rebecca of Sunnybrook 
Farm.  

All will be produced through 
a partnership between City of 
Pleasanton and San Francisco 
Shakespeare Festival and cast at 
open auditions of local children 
and adults.  

James and the Giant Peach is 
the story of young James, who 
lives with his nasty aunts, Spiker 
and Sponge. One day, a mysterious 
little man gives him some wiggly 
green things with magical pow-
ers. He accidentally drops them 
beneath his aunts’ peach tree. A 
giant peach begins to grow. Dahl’s 
offbeat humor and unique under-
standing of a child’s perspective 
make this story very funny and 
surprising.  

James and the Giant Peach 
was cast from auditions on August 
8, 2010.  Performances will take 
place at the Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Avenue, Pleasan-
ton, Calif. on October 8-10, and 
October 15-17, 2010 (weekend 
performances and October, 13-14 
(daytime school performances).  
Tickets to public performances 
are $10, $15 and $18 for adults 
and $6, $9 and $12 for children 
and seniors.  

Auditions for roles in The Prin-
cess and the Pea, written by Kate 

The Firehouse Arts Center, 
4444 Railroad Avenue in down-
town Pleasanton, will open to the 
public on September 18, 2010.   
Opportunities for volunteers, in-
cluding theater ushers and visual 
arts gallery docents, are available 
at the new facility for senior 
citizens and retirees, adults, youth 
ages 16 and over, and for commu-
nity service volunteers.  

The Firehouse Theater Volun-
teer Usher Program is integral to 
the Firehouse experience. Ushers 
scan tickets, help seat patrons and 
assist the house manager in mak-
ing the theater-going experience 
an enjoyable one.  Ushers must 
attend a mandatory orientation, 
after which they will be eligible 
to sign up on a monthly basis to 

The Tony Award-winning San Francisco Mime Troupe will present, 
“Posibilidad, or Death of the Worker” at the Chabot College Performing 
Arts Center on Wednesday, September 15, at 7 p.m., with live music 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. It is the troupe’s last scheduled free performance 
of the play in the Bay Area.

“This year’s play presents a wonderful opportunity for our entire 
community to enjoy an evening of the best political theater in the U.S.,” 
said Kip Waldo, Chabot College social sciences faculty member.

“The mime troupe is not silent,” Waldo explained. “Their songs, the 
comedy, and drama will involve and move you like no other theater. The 
subject matter is always topical. This year it focuses on the economic 
crisis we face - not with doom and gloom, but with energy and humor. 
The show explores the problems many people face during the economic 
crisis. Workers are being laid off. Workplaces are closing, and plants are 
being moved to places where workers’ wages are lower. What to do? 
That is the question the workers in this play confront.”  

Chabot College individuals and clubs, including the Students for 
Social Justice, are sponsoring the performance. Donations are welcomed. 
To help with publicity and the show, contact ChabotSSJ@gmail.com. 
Parking fees will be enforced. Parking Lot G is closest to the Performing 
Arts Center, located at the corner of Hesperian Boulevard and Depot 
Road. Parking is $2; permits can be purchased at the dispensers located 
at light pole locations in the parking lot areas. For more information, 
visit the Chabot College website at www.chabotcollege.edu. 

Chabot College is located at 25555 Hesperian Boulevard in Hay-
ward.

Hawley and directed by Rebecca 
J. Ennals, will take place on Sat-
urday, September 25, and Sunday, 
September 26, 2010.  

Children ages six years and 
older and adults are welcome.  
Audition packets are posted at 
ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/
arts/civic-arts. Those wishing to 
audition should call 415-865-4425 
for an appointment. They will 
be asked to read from the script 
and participate in improvisation 
activities. They are asked to dress 
comfortably and come prepared 
to have fun. 

A Musical Theatre Audition 
Workshop for ages six-adult will 
take place on Saturday, September 
11, 2010 from 1:00-4:00 p.m. at the 
Firehouse Arts Center. Those at-
tending will learn about what to ex-
pect at the “Princess and the Pea” 
auditions, selecting the appropriate 
audition piece, singing and danc-
ing auditions, and about resumes 
and photos. More information is 
available at ci.pleasanton.ca.us/
community/arts/civic-arts.

The Princess and the Pea is a 
story about the vain Queen Gros-
sioso, who runs her kingdom 
through deception and pretension. 
Her conniving henchman Rata-
touille has his own plans to gain 
the throne, until Princess Victoria 
arrives to seek her fortune dressed 
as a boy.  The traditional tale takes 
on all the fun of a holiday panto, 
complete with singing, dancing, 
and Shakespearian plot twists. All 

performances, December 10-19, 
2010, will take place at the Amador 
Theater, 1155 Santa Rita Road, on 
the Amador Valley High School 
campus in Pleasanton, Calif. 

Auditions for Rebecca of Sun-
nybrook Farm, written by Kate 
Wiggins and directed by Paula 
Wujek are scheduled for Saturday, 
February 26, and Sunday, Febru-
ary 27, 2011 for ages six-adult.  
Audition packets will be posted at 
ci.pleasanton.ca.us/community/
arts/civic-arts beginning January 
31, 2011.

In the play, Rebecca is a very 
creative, sometimes unruly young 
girl who alternately charms and 
horrifies the residents of River-
boro, Maine, where she comes to 
stay with her kind Aunt Jane and 
strict Aunt Miranda. Themes of 
this play include the importance 
of a good education, the value of 
differences between people, and 
the power of family love.  Per-
formances will take place May 
6-15, 2011 at the Firehouse Arts 
Center. 

Tickets to all Civic Arts Stage 
Company performances are avail-
able online at www.firehousearts.
org.  Phone and box office sales 
will begin on September 10, 2010. 
Call (925) 931-4848 or visit the 
Firehouse Arts Center Box Office 
Wednesday-Friday, 12 noon- 6:00 
p.m., Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 
p.m. and for one hour prior to each 
performance.  

usher at performances. The time 
commitment required is flexible 
— a few hours a day, a week, a 
month or a year.

The Harrington Gallery Atten-
dant volunteer staffs the gallery 
desk during the facility’s open 
hours, greeting visitors and pro-
viding a friendly, welcoming and 
watchful presence.  The volunteer 
ensures security of artwork, makes 
periodic rounds to monitor the 
gallery, answers guests’ questions, 
etc.  He or she also refers art sales 
and inquiries to appropriate staff, 
answers the phone and assists with 
occasional administrative tasks.

Harrington Gallery Attendant 
must be over 21 years of age and 
must attend an orientation.  The 
time commitment is flexible. 

The first orientation is sched-
uled for Saturday, September 
11, 2010, with Theater orienta-
tion beginning at 10:00 a.m. and 
Gallery orientation at 11:30 a.m.  
Those interested in both areas are 
welcome to attend both sessions.  
On that day, volunteers schedules 
for the first four-six weeks of 
programming will be confirmed 
and additional sign-ups will be 
taken to fill existing open time 
slots.   Those who wish to attend 
the September 11 orientation must 
register at the volunteer site: www.
helplendahand.org.  

A second volunteer orientation 
will be held once the Firehouse 
Arts Center has been open for sev-
eral weeks and additional volunteer 
needs have been identified. 

Variety of Volunteer Opportunities 
Available at Firehouse Arts Center

Civic Arts Stage Company Opens Season 
with James and the Giant Peach

Season Has Literary Theme

SF Mime Troupe Performs



THE INDEPENDENT  •  THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2010     5Wine Country

As a prelude to last weekend’s 
Harvest Wine Celebration, the an-
nual blessing of the grapes took 
place in the Livermore Valley wine 
country.

Rabbi Richard Winer from 
Congregation Beth Emek and 
Senior Pastor Stephen Wilde from 
the First Presbyterian Church, 
conducted the ceremony, which 
has become a yearly tradition. Also 
participating in the event were 
members of the Livermore Valley 
Winegrowers Association.

Winer declared, “In my reli-
gion, we have a blessing for every-
thing. We bless our food, we bless 
special moments in life, we have a 
blessing for seeing a rainbow and 
for setting eyes upon the ocean. We 
have a special blessing for grapes 

and wine — for the fruit of the 
vine. ... We understand creation to 
continually unfold day after day, 
year after year, from one harvest to 
the next including all the important 
steps in between.”

Wilde added, “We gather here 
this morning not just to express 
gratitude for the bounty of this 
harvest, but also to express grati-
tude to the men and women who 
give tirelessly of their efforts, their 
time. They plant seeds, they water, 
but we acknowledge that it is God 
who provides the growth.” Wilde 
noted that wine had played a role 
in miracles and is used to mark 
sacred moments. 

Winer explained that one of the 
most ancient blessings is that for 
wine. He recited the blessing in 

English, “We praise you, O God, 
who continually creates the fruit of 
the vine,” and in Hebrew.

Prior to the blessing, Wine-
growers Executive Director Chris 
Chandler talked about three recent 
accomplishments. 

One is the first ever wine seek-
ers guide to the Livermore Valley. 
She described it has containing 
intimate interviews with winemak-
ers as well as things to see and do 
in Livermore Valley.

The Wine Seeker’s Guide to 
Livermore Valley was written by 
Thomas Wilmer. It was published 
by RiverWood Books. It will be 
available on Amazon.

The second accomplishment is 
the launch of the first iPhone app 
for the Livermore Valley wine 

country. Chandler noted that it 
contains winery events, places 
to dine and other information of 
interest. The app allows the user 
to post information about their ex-
periences in the Livermore area to 
their Twitter and Facebook feeds, 
directly from the app.

The final accomplishment was 
the first sign in the new signage 
program. The post contains mul-
tiple signs directing visitors to area 
wineries. Chandler stated, “Pro-
viding signs will educate visitors 
and commuters as well as remind 
residents that Livermore Valley 
wine country is a great asset to the 
community.”

Chandler then introduced Winer 
and Wilde stating, “Every glass of 

Annual Blessing Signals 
Start of Local Grape Harvest

wine starts with the harvest.”
Jim Ryan of Concannon Vine-

yard, who hosted the blessing, said 
this year’s harvest is a few weeks 
behind. The heavy rain earlier in 
the year has impacted the size of 
berries. “We need to watch the ber-
ries to make sure the vines are not 
over-cropped,” he stated. 

Ryan said, that unlike Napa, 
where the weather has impacted 
the crop,  there has been none here. 
The east-west orientation and daily 
breeze helps to deter mildew and 
bunch rot he stated.

Richard Dixon of Les Chênes 
Estate Vineyards, said of the 
upcoming harvest, “It’s just fine. 
Everything is wonderful.”

Photo - Doug Jorgensen

A toast to the harvest is offered by (from left) Rabbi Richard Winer from Congregation Beth Emek, First Presbyterian Senior Pastor Stephen Wilde and Candice Dixon 
from  Les Chênes Estate Vineyards.
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September and October Liver-
more Valley Performing Arts 
Center programs offered at the 
Bankhead Theater include the 
following:

Spencer Day, singer/songwriter, 
Fri., Sept. 10, 8 p.m. His seriously 
sexy vocals are nostalgic reminders 
of a time when ladies were ladies 
and gentlemen were gentlemen. 
But his music is an eclectic and 
refreshing mixture of everything 
from Cole Porter to Paul Simon 
creating an epic feel with each 
song.  Largely self-taught, Day’s 
work reveals the influences of such 
diverse composers as Cole Porter, 
George Gershwin, Joni Mitchell, 
Carol King, John Lennon and 
Paul Simon. Day has developed 
an artistic sensibility that borrows 
from numerous sources, jazz, mu-
sical theatre, cabaret, soul, folk, 
traditional pop and contemporary 
pop, that are just the tip of the 
iceberg. Day uses intuition and 
improvisation as his primary tools 
to craft a sound that is traditional 
and familiar, yet fresh and inno-
vative at the same time, creating 
a blend too subtle to parse into 
neatly defined categories. Tickets 
$18/$29/$40/Students $12

Guitar Player LIVE! Two Days 
of Guitars and Music on Friday & 
Saturday, Sep 17 & 18, 2010 The 
Livermore Valley Performing Arts 
Center, in partnership with Guitar 
Player Magazine, presents Guitar 
Player LIVE! A guitar festival that 
brings together players, music lov-
ers, guitar legends, and exhibitors 
for a celebration of music inspired 
by guitars — free live performanc-
es, free artist clinics, the latest gear 
and more. The weekend kicks 
off with a concert by legendary 
rock guitarists Ronnie Montrose 
and Gary Hoey, and closes with 
Guitar Player Magazine’s sixth 
annual Guitar Superstar Competi-
tion. Enjoy local bands on outdoor 
stages during the afternoon, mingle 
with guitarists, band members, and 
music enthusiasts at post-show 
parties, and rock the past with 
late night screenings of two gui-
tar-inspired films, “This is Spinal 
Tap” and “The Wall.” For all of 
the details, outdoor schedules for 
free performances and clinics, visit 
www.guitarplayerlive.com.

Montrose and Gary Hoey - 
World Class Guitar Legends, Fri-

day, Sep 17, 2010 at 8pm  In 1993 
Gary Hoey launched his career 
with the hit song “Hocus Pocus” 
and his fiery technique helped to 
send it to the Top 5 on Billboard’s 
charts. He then followed up with 
the soundtrack to the surf saga, 
“Endless Summer II.” With a 
collection of 16 albums and five 
Top 20 Billboard hits, it’s no 
wonder Gary Hoey is considered 
one of the greatest guitar play-
ers of all time. Ronnie Montrose 
and Sammy Hagar formed their 
band Montrose in 1973. Montrose 
pioneered and influenced an entire 
generation of West Coast Rock 
and Roll by firing out big guitar 
riffs, the classics “Rock Candy,” 
“Bad Motor Scooter,” “Rock the 
Nation” and “Space Station #5,” 
and soulful dynamic vocals with 
extreme “attitude!” Ronnie’s guitar 
genius and legendary rock albums 
have earned him the title of “Rock 
and Roll Guitar Legend.” Tickets 
$27/$38/$49/Students $12

Guitar Player’s Guitar Superstar 
Competition, presented by Guitar 
Player Magazine on Saturday, Sep 
18, 2010 at 7pm. Now in its sixth 
year, Guitar Player Magazine’s 
Guitar Superstar 2010 pits ten ac-
complished guitarists in a thrilling 
live-performance battle to impress 
a panel of world-famous guitar 
heroes and win the annual Guitar 
Superstar crown. Hundreds of gui-
tarists posted videos of themselves 
performing original instrumental 
songs at truefire.com, and were 
rated by the staff of Guitar Player 
magazine. Nine astounding players 
were selected by the Guitar Player 
editors, and one player made the 
finals by winning a “People’s 
Choice” spot as voted by the 
public. The 2010 judges — who 
will evaluate each performer on 
technique, tone, creativity, and 
charisma — include Elliot Easton 
(The Cars), Reeves Gabrels (Da-
vid Bowie), fusion great Scott 
Henderson, and instrumental titan 
Gary Hoey. Host of this year’s big 
event is Brendon Small, co-creator 
of Adult Swim’s Metalocalypse 
animated series, and shred-tastic 
guitarist for Dethklok. Tickets 
$23/$29/$37

Caledon, the “Three Tenors” of 
Scotland, Thursday, Sep 23, 2010 
at 7:30pm. Caledon’s repertoire 

is drawn from a rich and diverse 
selection of Scottish songs from 
the Borders to the Hebrides: fa-
mous Burns orchestrated poems, 
including “My Love is like a 
Red, Red Rose,” classic ballads 
and traditional songs. Before you 
think, “Oh, those old Scots songs-
I have heard them a thousand 
times,” - pause awhile and listen 

to these three tenors. Together, 
their individual tenor quality and 
pitch, blended in perfect harmony, 
creates a totally distinctive vo-
cal performance. The classically 
trained opera singers, Alan Beck, 
Ivan Sharpe and Jamie MacDou-
gall have each pursued success-
ful, independent careers. Tickets 
$18/$29/$40/Students $12

Deolinda performs Portuguese 
Fado Music on Saturday, Sep 25, 
2010 at 8pm. The secret to their 
popularity must surely lie in their 
exuberant, sometimes comic per-
formances, the sweet and catchy or 
soft melancholic guitar melodies, 
and music littered with emotive 
references to fado (a plaintive Por-
tuguese folk song) and other less 

From Guitar Music to 
Magic - Something for 

Everyone at 
Bankhead Theater

Pictured are (top photo) Red Priest - Nightmare in Venice; (lower right) Caledon; and (lower left) 
Deolonda. 
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prominent musical traditions. The 
songs carry the stories of Deolinda 
– a young Lisbon woman who 
lives with her cats and goldfish in 
an apartment and watches through 
her window as the world goes by 
– as brought to life by the group’s 
dynamic, charismatic singer, Ana 
Bacalhau. Tickets $18/$29/$40/
Students $12

It’s Magic!, new 54th Anniver-
sary Edition on Thursday, Oct 14, 
2010 at 7:30pm. “It’s Magic!” has 
been delighting magic enthusiasts 
for more than five decades. This 
live stage show is unique in that 
it features many of the top pro-
fessional magicians worldwide, 

with each act carefully selected 
to represent the variety of the art 
of magic. Many of these perform-
ers are internationally recognized 
award-winners, direct from exotic 
showrooms around the world as 
well as Hollywood’s famous Mag-
ic Castle. Tickets $29/$40/$51/
Students $12

Red Priest: “Nightmare In 
Venice” performs chamber music 
reinvented for the 21st century, 
Thursday, Oct 28, 2010 at 7:30pm. 
One of the major success stories on 
the early music scene today, this 
extraordinary British foursome 
(named after the flame-haired 
priest, Antonio Vivaldi) has given 

hundreds of sell-out concerts in 
many of the world’s most pres-
tigious festivals, including the 
Hong Kong Arts Festival, Moscow 
December Nights, Prague Spring, 
Ravinia, and in most European 
countries, Japan, Australia, and 
throughout North and Central 
America. They are the only early 
music group in the world to have 
been compared in the press to 
the Rolling Stones, Jackson Pol-
lock, the Marx Brothers, Spike 
Jones and Cirque du Soleil. Dare 
to attend Red Priest’s infamous 
Halloween show, Nightmare in 
Venice.  Tickets $29/$40/$51/Stu-
dents $12

For tickets to any of the shows,  
call 925.373.6800 or online at 
www.bankheadtheater.org

The Bankhead Theater is at  
2400 First Street, Downtown 
Livermore

It's Magic Celebrates 54th anniversary.
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ART/PHOTO EXHIBITS
Call for artists, Fine Art Exhibition Oc-

tober 22 & 23 in the Center Court at the 
Stoneridge Mall in Pleasanton. Presented 
by Poetry On Canvas, sought are a handful 
of Unique Artists in Painting, Sculpting 
and Glass Work. Submit a sample of your 
work to PoetryOnCanvas@mac.com.

Livermore Art Association Gallery, 
located in Carnegie Park, offers art 
classes, unusual gifts, painting rentals, art 
exhibits and information pertaining to the 
art field, 2155 Third St., Livermore. The 
gallery has been open since 1974 and is 
run as a co-op by local artists. Hours are 
Wed.-Sun. 11:30-4 p.m. For information 
call 449-9927.

The Contra Costa JCC exhibits featuring 
work by Michael Yashar, a collection of 
Ketubot, and Traditions: From Generation 
to Generation, an eclectic collection of 
Judaica from the local community. Contra 
Costa JCC’s Friedkin Art Gallery, Gallery 
925, and Tice Valley Gallery through 
September 17, 2010. Gallery hours are 
Monday through Thursday, 9:00 am to 
8:00 p.m and Fridays, 9:00 am to 3:00 
p.m. The public is invited to enjoy the 
exhibits. Admission is free. The Contra 
Costa JCC is located at 2071 Tice Valley 
Blvd. in Walnut Creek.

Artist Reception for local Pleasanton 
artist Rob Tomlinson (www.robtomlin-
sonart.com). Saturday, Sept. 18, noon 
to 5 p.m. Complimentary wine and hors 
d'oeuvres at Serenity Stoneworks, 252 
Main Street, Pleasanton.

The Wild Vine,  Taylor Common is the 
featured artist through September. Taylor's 
acrylic paintings draw the viewer in with 
colorful images and intend to generate 
an emotion, whether good or bad. "I 
want people to rethink what they see 
as beautiful, to see beauty in perhaps 
something that you have not considered 
before." Taylor received the 2010 PAL 
$1000 scholarship award in recognition 
of her art and in support of her continued 
art practice.  The Wild Vine is located at 
2187 First St., Livermore.

Artist Diane Rodriguez is celebrating 
twenty years of painting trains, as she 
shows her collection at the Wente Vine-
yards Estate Winery Tasting Room. The 
public is invited to an artist’s reception 
Sunday, September 12 from 1-3 pm. The 
paintings will be on display and for sale 
from September 1 to September 29. Her 
husband Stephen will also have a toy train 
display in conjunction with the paintings. 
The Wente tasting room is located at 5565 
Tesla Road, Livermore. It is open daily 
11:00 am - 4:00 pm.

Museum on Main and Pleasanton Art 
League,  Explore the imagination of 
Pleasanton’s art community in an ex-
hibit entitled Imagination Expressed 
2010, showing through October 16 at 
the Museum on Main, 603 Main Street, 
Pleasanton. Thirty-five members of the 
Pleasanton Art League and the Museum 
on Main are partnering in this fourth an-
nual showcase that is open Wednesdays 
through Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and on Sundays 1-4 p.m.  Additionally, 
artists will talk about and/or demonstrate 
their particular art form at various times 
during the course of the exhibit; phone 
the Museum for details. Artwork will 
also be for sale. For more information 
phone Pleasanton Art League members 
Carole Hilton at 443-3849 or Charlotte 
Severin at 846-6382, the Museum on 
Main at 462-2766 or email: office@
museumonmain.org. 

Deer Ridge Vineyards & Art Gallery 
Celebrates its 3rd Anniversary during this 
year’s Harvest Wine Celebration Weekend 
and Features New Art Exhibition honoring 
vineyard landscapes with “Wine Country 
Views.” Paintings are by artists, Margery 
Ammon and Nova Starling. The exhibit 
will be on view Aug. 7 to Oct. 1. Reception 
for artists with live entertainment Sat., 
Sept. 18, 2 to 4 p.m. Free. Open to the 
public. Deer Ridge Vineyards, 1828 Wet-
more Rd., Livermore. 1-866-561-0838. 
www.DeerRidgeVineyards.com

Pleasanton Art League, inaugural show at 
Firehouse Arts Center will feature work 
by local artists, Sept. 17-Oct. 2. 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton.

Art in Carnegie Park, Sept. 18, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Livermore Art Association. Work by 
local artists on display and for purchase. 
Music, art demonstrations, etc. Free ad-
mission. 2155 Third St., Livermore. 

9th Annual ArtWalk, Oct. 9, 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. in downtown Livermore. Over 
150 artists will set up exhibits, display-
ing their work in boutique shops, wine 
bars, restaurants, sidewalks and parks 
throughout the heart of downtown.  The 
event is a fundraiser for the Bothwell 
Arts Center.  More info is available at 
www.artwalklivermore.org; music event 
info at www.valleysingout.com.  Follow 
it on Facebook by searching “ArtWalk 
Livermore."

MEETINGS/CLASSES
Livermore Art Association and Pleas-

anton Art League Potluck and Social, 
Sept. 13, 7 p.m. Charles R Vineyards, 
8195 Crane Ridge Road, Livermore. 
Some wine will be provided at no charge, 
and you may purchase additional wine 
as well. Information and reservations: 
925-371-7777.

Karen Frey Watercolor Workshop, Oct. 
20-22, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Firehouse Arts 
Center, Pleasanton. Presented in conjunc-
tion with the National Watercolor Society 
exhibit. Deposit of $100 due by July 1. 
The fee for this workshop is $295. Space is 
limited to 16 people. Phone 925-449-4226 
or e-mail lsbeach@comcast.net.

Alexander’s Fine Art Gallery, series of 
summer and fall art workshops. Instruc-
tion will be in acrylic, oil, pastel and 
watercolor. Classes will be held at the 608 
Main Street. Visit www.alexandersfineart.
com for complete workshop informa-
tion, or call Rosalinda Herrera at (925) 
846-6015.

Art Critique and Coffee, every Friday, 
10 a.m. at Border's Cafe, Rose Pavilion, 
Pleasanton. poetryoncanbas@mac.com.

 
WINERY EVENTS
Wente Wednesdays, Every Wednesday 

5pm - 8 p.m. relax with friends and 
family on the newly renovated Estate 
winery grounds. Every Wednesday 
evening through September, enjoy live 
music with a glass of your favorite Wente 
Vineyards wine. Light snacks available 
for purchase, or bring your own picnic. 
Estate Winery Tasting Room, 5565 Tesla 
Rd., Livermore, 925.456.2305, www.
wentevineyards.com

Thomas Coyne Winery at Blacksmith 
Square, 25 S. Livermore Ave., Livermore. 
Live music every Saturday: Sept 11 Chris 
LeBel 3-6 PM; Sept 18 Andy Joe Stewart 
3-6 PM; Sept 25 Highway 4 3-6 PM.

Nottingham Cellars, 2245C South Vasco 
Rd., Livermore. End of summer art and 
wine meltdown, Sept. 18 and 19, noon to 
5 p.m. Featuring local artists, musicians 

and restaurants. 925.294.8647, notting-
hamcellars.com.

Muestra de Arte, Sat., Sept. 18, 11 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. in the historic barrel room at 
Murrieta's Well.  Features local artists and 
special library wine tasting. Admission 
is free for this event. Winetasting is $10 
for all guests, Silver Spur members are 
complimentary. For information, call  925-
456-2395 or go to www.murrietaswell.
com. 3005 Mines Road, Livermore.

Harvest Tour & Tasting, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Sept. 18 and Sept. 25.  Rare behind 
the scenes tour and tasting during the 
upcoming 2009 harvest. Learn how 
Wente Vineyards produces world class 
wines.  See the processing first hand and 
sample some current vintages from our 
small lot winery. Reservations required 
$20 Public/$15 Wente Wine Club. Wente 
Vineyards Estate Winery Tasting Room, 
5565 Tesla Rd., Livermore  925.456.2305, 
wentevineyards.com

MUSIC/CONCERTS
2010 Concert at Wente Vineyards,  Willie 

Nelson, Sept. 13; Don Henley, Sept. 20; 
Harry Connick, Jr., Sept. 21. Ticketmaster.
com or by calling the Wente Vineyards 
Box Office at 925.456.2424. Wente Vine-
yards, 5050 Arroyo Rd., Livermore.

Chris Bradley's Jazz Band, plays at The 
Sunol Jazz Cafe (In the Center of Sunol) 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month 
7:30-9:30 pm. The band features real Jazz 
from the 1920's, 30's, 40's.

12th annual recital co-sponsored by As-
bury United Methodist Church and the 
Alameda County East Branch of the 
Music Teachers’ Association of California 
(MTAC).  Saturday , September 11, at 
7:30 p.m. in Asbury’s sanctuary, 4743 
East Avenue in Livermore.  Children are 
especially welcome at this event. It will 
last about an hour. The pianist will be glad 
to sign programs and meet members of 
the audience after the performance. This 
year’s performer is Fremont resident 
David Wu will perform: Beethoven’s 
hauntingly beautiful and tempestuous 
“Appassionata” Sonata; Chopin’s Scherzo 
No. 4 in E major; Liszt’s Etude No. 3 (“Un 
sospiro”); and Prokofiev’s energetic Toc-
cata in d minor.  The recital is open to the 
public. There is no charge for admission. 
Refreshments will be served. For more 
information: (925) 443-2514

Guitar Player Live Superstars, Ronnie 
Montrose and Gary Hoey perform Fri., 
Sept. 17, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. In 1993 Gary Hoey 
launched his career with the hit song “Ho-
cus Pocus” and his fiery technique helped 
to send it to the Top 5 on Billboard’s charts. 
He then followed up with the soundtrack 
to the surf saga, Endless Summer II. Ron-
nie Montrose and Sammy Hagar formed 
their band Montrose in 1973. Montrose 
pioneered and influenced an entire gen-
eration of West Coast Rock and Roll by 
firing out big guitar riffs, the classics Rock 
Candy, Bad Motor Scooter, Rock the 
Nation and Space Station #5, and soulful 
dynamic vocals with extreme “attitude!” 
Performance will contain strong adult 
language, parental discretion is advised. 
$27/$38/$49 or $12 students, Livermore 
Valley Performing Arts Center, Tickets 
www.livermoreperformingarts.com or 
373-6800.

Pacific Chamber Symphony, concert 
Fri., Sept. 24, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. Program of 
Beethoven and Schubert works. Tickets 

www.livermoreperformingarts.com or 
373-6800.

Concerts on the Green, Summer Series, 
Tuesdays through Sept. 24. Music 5 to 8 
p.m. at the Livermore Valley Plaza in front 
of the Bankhead Theater. Hummingbirdz, 
high octane blues. No admission charge. 
Each week, two Livermore wineries 
featured; also beer selected by downtown 
bartenders. Non-alcoholic beverages will 
be available. Restaurants will offer food 
for purchase. The Livermore Downtown 
Inc. website lists the restaurants, wine 
shops and tasting rooms at www.liver-
moredowntown.com.

Blacksmith Square Saturday Concerts, 
Thomas Coyne Winery, John Christopher 
Cellars, Swirl Tapas Bar and Victorian 
Olive Oil present live music in the Square, 
3 to 6 p.m. Wine tasting (fee waived 
with purchase), food at menu prices. No 
outside food or adult beverages. Corner 
of South Livermore Ave. and Railroad 
Ave. downtown Livermore. 

Spencer Day, singer, songwriter, Fri., Sept. 
10, 8 p.m. Bankhead Theater, 2400 First 
St., Livermore. www.livermoreperform-
ingarts.org or 925-373-6800

Annual Piano Recital, Saturday, September 
11, 2010, 7:30 p.m. at Asbury United 
Methodist Church, 4743 East Avenue, 
Livermore. Annual recital co-sponsored 
by the Alameda County East Branch of 
the Music Teachers’ Association of Cali-
fornia and Asbury. MTAC Young Artist 
Guild member David Wu will perform 
music of Beethoven, Chopin, Liszt and 
Prokofiev. No charge for admission; re-
freshments served. Further information: 
(925) 443-2514.

Caledon, Three Tenors of Scotland, 7 p.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 23, Bankhead Theater, 2400 
First St., Livermore. www.livermoreper-
formingarts.org or 925-373-6800.

Earl Klugh – Guitarist – The Spice of Life, 
Friday, Sept. 24, 8 p.m., Firehouse Arts 
Center, 4444 Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. 
Tickets are $35, $40 and $45. They may 
be purchased online at  www.firehouse-
arts.org up to three hours prior to the 
performance and,  beginning September 
10, 2010, by phone at (925) 931-4848 and 
in person  at the Firehouse Arts Center 
Box Office.

Mose Allison, Composer/musician, Fire-
house Arts Center, Sat., Sept. 25, 8 p.m. 
4444 Railroad Avenue in downtown 
Pleasanton. Tickets are $22, $27 and 
$32. They may be purchased online at   
www.firehousearts.org up to three hours 
prior to the performance and, beginning 
September 10, 2010, by phone at (925) 
931-4848 and in person   at the Firehouse 
Arts Center Box Office.  

Deolinda, Fado music (Portuguese folk 
song). Sat., Sept. 25, 8 p.m. Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. 
www.livermoreperformingarts.org or 
925-373-6800.

Evelyne Brancart, Chopin Piano Con-
cert with Evelyne Brancart, Sun., Sept. 
26, 2 p.m. Firehouse Arts Center, 4444 
Railroad Ave., Pleasanton. www.fire-
housearts.org

Award-winning Classical Guitarist Peter 
Fletcher will be performing a diverse 
program of music from four centuries on 
Sun., Oct. 17 at the Livermore Library, 
1188 So. Livermore Avenue, 2 p.m. 
This concert will feature selections from 
Fletcher’s 2008 CD release on Tower Hill 
Records: Music of the Baroque. Other 
repertoire will include Jesu, Joy of Man’s 
Desiring from Cantata No. 147 as well as 
the Chaconne in D minor by J. S. Bach; 
Usher-Waltz, an unusual and intense piece 

by Russian guitarist and composer Nikita 
Koshkin; two works from Maurice Ravel’s 
exquisite Mother Goose Suite, and music 
of Weiss, Albeniz, Villa-Lobos Ponce, 
Reusner, and Grieg. Free and open to 
the public. Information at 373.5500 or 
www.livermore.lib.ca.us/ The program 
will culminate with Koyunbaba.

ON THE STAGE
Eugene O'Neill Festival, September 10-26. 

The theme of the Festival is "Expression-
ism" and will feature a professional, fully 
staged production of "The Hairy Ape.” 
www.eugeneoneill.org. Presented by Eu-
gene O’Neill Foundation, Tao House.

Leading Ladies, Douglas Morrisson 
Theatre's production of Ken Ludwig's 
hilarious comedy "Leading Ladies," 
directed by John Maio, will open on 
Friday, September 3 and run through 
Sunday, September 26. Show times are 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday matinees at 2 p.m. There will also 
be two Thursday evening performances, 
on September 16 & 23, at 8 p.m. Tickets 
are $24 for adults, $22 for seniors, and 
$15 for students. Group rates available. 
Douglas Morrisson Theatre, 22311 North 
Third Street, Hayward. www.dmtonline.
org. (510) 881-6777.

My Way, musical tribute to Frank Sinatra. 
Sept. 17, 18, 19, 24, 25, 26, Oct. 1, 2, 3, 
8, 9, 10. Tri-Valley Repertory Theatre 
Studio Theatre, 1048 Serpentine Lane, 
Suite 309, Pleasanton. Call 462-2121 or 
go to www.trivalleyrep.com.

Senior Players present: “The Boarding-
house” Welcome to the Home Sweet 
Home Boardinghouse, where life is 
anything but normal. Miss Harriet runs 
a clean, cozy home occupied by a zany 
cast of boarders. It’s a comedy full of 
colorful characters and villains, and will 
have you laughing from beginning to 
end! Friday, October 1st 7 p.m. – 9 p.m., 
Saturday, October 2nd 2 p.m. – 4 p.m., 
Sunday, October 3rd 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
Advanced reservations $9R/$10NR at the 
door $10R/$11NR. Performances held at 
the Pleasanton Senior Center. For more 
information call 931-5365.

COMEDY
Comedy Uncorked, summer series hosted 

by Retzlaff Vineyards, benefitting the 
Open Heart Kitchen. Final show, Sept. 
18. Shows begin at 7:30 p.m., doors open 
at 6 p.m. Complete show details and 
tickets are at www.comedyuncorked.com. 
Performers include Joe Klocek, Michael 
Meehan, Norm Goldblatt, Sandy Stec, 
Johnny Steele, Will Durst, Debi Durst, 
Michael Bossier, Lynn Ruth Miller, Tim 
Babb, Will Franken, Anthony Hill, Fred 
Anderson, Aundre the Wonderwoman. 
Retzlaff Vineyards is located at 1356 
South Livermore Avenue in Livermore. 
Tickets at www.comedyuncorked.com.

DANCE
The Nutcracker, Livermore Ballet School 

performs the classic ballet each year. 
Those who would like to participate are 
invited to join the next session of training 
starting on Sept. 7. Costumes are provided. 
Admission is free; $20 program fee. To 
register by phone, call 373-5700; or go 
on line LARPD at www.larpd.dst. For 
more information, see the Livermore 
Area Recreation and Park District fall 
2010 brochure of classes.

All The Way Live USA Urban Dance 
Festival, Fri. and Sat., Sept. 10-11, Smith 
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Center at Ohlone College Outdoor Amphi-
theatre, 43600 Mission Boulevard, Fre-
mont. Fri. 7:30 p.m. The Go-Go Brothers, 
Skeeter Rabbit  and Rock Steady Crew; 
Sat. noon workshops; dance competition 
at 3 p.m.  Hip Hop dancers showcase their 
skills in energetic performances during 
this two-day festival. Top B-Boys from 
around the country show off their skills 
and teach workshops while local crews 
will battle it out.  Kool Raul (aka “RJ” 
from Supreme Soul) DJs this event. 510) 
659-6031 Sergio@allthewaylive.tv. Ad-
vance Ticket Prices:  $10 Performance; 
$10 Dance Competition; $30 Workshops.  
www.smithcenter.com

Friday Night Dance Parties, themed 
parties each Saturday night from Salsa 
to Swing, includes an optional group 
dance lesson at 8:15. $15 cover charge, 
8:15 dance lesson, 9:00-10:30 for dance 
parties. It's All About Dancing, 171 So. 
J Street, Livermore. $15 cover charge.  
925-449-9292, or studio@itsallabout-
dancing.com.

 
AUDITIONS/VOLUNTEERS
Musical Theatre Audition Workshop for 

ages six-adult will take place on Saturday, 
September 11, 2010 from 1:00-4:00 p.m. 
at the Firehouse Arts Center. Those at-
tending will learn about what to expect 
at the “Princess and the Pea” auditions, 
selecting the appropriate audition piece, 
singing and dancing auditions, and about 
resumes and photos. More information 
is available at ci.pleasanton.ca.us/com-
munity/arts/civic-arts.

Livermore's 2011 Regional Talent Com-
petition  is now accepting applications. 
Top winners in each of two categories 
- youth (17 and under) and adults (18 and 
over) - will each take home $2,500.  This 
competition will feature singers, dancers, 
bands, pianists, magicians, comedians and 
other types of performances. Aspiring 
performers from anywhere are invited 
to audition and compete. Information 
and applications for auditions are avail-
able at LivermoresTalentCompetition.
com.  Applications must be received by 
December 31, 2010.

Cantabella Fall 2010 Registration, Canta-
bella Children’s Chorus has been teaching 
fine vocal production and music literacy 
through great choral works to children 
in grades K-12 since 1992. Cantabella 
staff are now preparing for the Fall 2010 
season and extend an invitation to children 
who would like to join the Chorus. A new 
rehearsal venue in Dublin at Resurrection 
Lutheran Church has been added to the 
existing Livermore and Pleasanton sites. 
New singers are invited to email Direc-
tor Bee Chow, director@cantabella.org 
or call (925) 292-2663 for information 
about placement in the training choirs or 
to arrange an audition for the performing 
choirs. Classes resume 8/31, 9/1 and 9/2. 
Please visit www.cantabella.org for more 
information.

Valley Concert Chorale auditions by 
appointment for the 2010-2011 concert 
season on Monday, September 13 and 
20, at the First Presbyterian Church of 
Livermore. The church is located at the 
corner of 4th and L Streets. The Chorale 
is seeking experienced singers with sight-
reading skills who enjoy singing exciting 
and challenging music. The Chorale 
performs a wide variety of music ranging 
from classical to contemporary, and folk 
to jazz. To schedule an appointment, call 
(925) 462-4205. The 2010-2011 concert 
season titled “Musical Reflections” will 

include an October performance featuring 
the songs of movies and musicals, “Carols 
of Comfort and Joy” in December, an 
“In Remembrance” concert in March 
marking the upcoming 10th anniversary 
of the September 11, 2001 tragedy, and 
finally in May “If Music Be the Food 
of Love.” More information about the 
Valley Concert Chorale is available at 
www.valleyconcertchorale.org or by 
calling the general information line at 
(925) 866-4003.

MOVIES
This is Spinal Tap, Sept. 17, An American 

rock musical mockumentary directed by 
Rob Reiner about the fictional heavy 
metal band, Spinal Tap. At 11:30 p.m. in 
the Vine Cinema & Alehouse, 1722 First 
Street, Livermore. Cost: $7. Information: 
925-373-6800 or www.LivermorePer-
formingArts.org.

The Wall, Sept. 18, The life of the fictional 
rock star 'Pink' is the subject of the visually 
evocative cult film based upon the music 
and visions of the group Pink Floyd as 
portrayed in the album of the same title. 
At 11:30 p.m. in the Vine Cinema & Ale-
house, 1722 First Street, Livermore. Cost: 
$7. Information: 925-373-6800 or www.
LivermorePerformingArts.org.

Going Places: A Classic Film Series, shown 
the first Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. 
in the Pleasanton Library's meeting room 
through June 2, 2011. The program is a 
partnership of Las Positas College and the 
Pleasanton Public Library proudly pres-
ent. Candy Klaschus, film historian and 
Coordinator of the Humanities Program 
at Las Positas College, is the host. There 
is no admission charge. 400 Old Bernal 
Ave., Pleasanton. 931-3400. No registra-
tion required.

OPERA
Opera San José launches its 27th Anniver-

sary Season with the West Coast premiere 
of Anna Karenina, an American opera by 
composer David Carlson with libretto 
by the late Colin Graham. Eight perfor-
mances are scheduled from September 
11 through 26 at the California Theatre, 
345 South First Street in downtown San 
José. Opera San José will present Anna 
Karenina with a new scene added by the 
composer following the opera’s 2007 
world premiere at Florida Grand Opera. 
Tickets are on sale at the Opera San José 
Box Office, by phone at (408) 437-4450 
or online at www.operasj.org. Anna Kar-
enina is sponsored by a grant from the 
Carol Franc Buck Foundation and is made 
possible, in part, by a Cultural Affairs 
Grant from the City of San José.

Opera Live at the Library, Sun., Sept. 
19, 2 p.m. in the craft room, 1188 So. 
Livermore Ave. Meet and hear stars from 

the Livermore Valley Opera's production 
of Mozart's Don Giovanni. Generously 
by the Friends of the Livermore Library. 
Admission is free. For more information 
call 925-373-5505.

MISCELLANEOUS
The Alameda Creek Watershed 2010 

Photo Contest is taking entries. The 
contest is sponsored by the Alameda 
Creek Watershed Council. Visit www.
acrcd.org/WatershedCouncil.aspx for 
more details and to view the complete 
rules and regulations, or contact Amy 
Evans at 925-371-0154 x112. Deadline for 
submission: September 15, 2010.

Del Valle Campfire Programs, Del Valle 
Regional Park, 7000 Del Valle Rd., Liver-
more. Campground Amphitheater. Vari-
ous times, Friday, September 3, Saturday, 
September 11, 18. Play games, hear stories 
and sing a song or two as you learn about 
the wonders of the natural world around 
you. Children should be accompanied 
by an adult. Non-campers welcome. 
Please park by the campground store. 
Information: (510) 544-3249. September 
3, 8:30-9:15 p.m.: Critter Talk–Which 
amazing animals call Del Valle “home”? 
Rattlesnakes, bald eagles, mountain 
lions, tarantulas, and big mouth bass are 
just a few. September 4, 8:30-9:30 p.m.: 
Stories of the Night Sky, with Naturalist 
Cat Taylor–Sit back in your celestial 
armchair for an evening of stars and 
stories as we navigate around the summer 
sky. Bring a flashlight. September 11, 8-9 
p.m.: Ecological Diversity of Del Valle, 
with Naturalist Anthony Fisher–Why are 
some organisms found here and not there? 
Learn to read the landscape! September 
18, 8-9 p.m.: Tarantula Travels, with 
Naturalist Cat Taylor–Enter the webby 
world of the eight-eyed and eight-legged 
as we learn about the amorous tarantulas 
of Del Valle.

38th annual Competition for Young 
Musicians, Livermore-Amador Sym-
phony Association competition is open 
to instrumentalists and vocalists who 
reside or attend school in Livermore, 
Sunol, Pleasanton, Dublin, or San Ramon. 
Students are eligible through grade 12. If 
not enrolled in high school, the maximum 
age is 17. All instruments will be consid-
ered. The purpose is to select two young 
musicians who will perform as soloists 
with the symphony on Feb. 12, 2011. 
Each winner/soloist will be awarded $250. 
The application deadline is Sun., Oct. 3, 
2010. Completed applications must be 
accompanied by an $8 application fee 
and a CD or cassette tape for preliminary 
screening. Additional information may 
be obtained by calling the competition 
chairperson at 447-1947.

Blackhawk Bargain Basement Sale, a 

white elephant-style event, Blackhawk 
Museum and Wheelchair Foundation, 
lower floor of the Museum. Preview Fri., 
Sept. 10, 6 to 8 p.m. Admission of $20 
includes wine tasting and appetizers. Sale 
Sat., Sept. 11 and Sun., Sept. 12 from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is free. The 
Blackhawk Museum is at 3700 Blackhawk 
Plaza Circle, Danville. Information, call 
925-736-2277 or go to www.blackhawk-
bargainbasement.org.

The Great Catsby Casino Night, Saturday, 
September 11 to benefit Valley Humane 
Society. The 6 p.m. event will take place 
at the home of Becky and Murray Dennis, 
838 Gray Fox Circle, Pleasanton. Tickets 
are $65 and include a catered buffet din-
ner, two drink tickets, valet parking and 
gambling chips for the casino games. 
Prohibition era-cocktails and Livermore 
Valley wines will be served. Participants 
are encouraged to dress in 1920s-themed 
cocktail attire. Toucan Jam provides music 
for dancing; silent auction. Texas Hold 
'Em Poker Tournament with separate 
buy-in. Tickets for the event that include 

the poker tournament buy-in are $100. 
Non-refundable tickets can be purchased 
online (Visa and MasterCard accepted) at 
www.valleyhumane.org, or at Valley 
Humane Society, 3670 Nevada Street, 
Pleasanton. All participants must be 21 
years or older. For information, call Valley 
Humane Society at (925) 426-8656.  For 
details about the poker tournament, call 
Phil Vermont at (925) 460-3700. 

2nd Annual Ardenwood Shakespeare 
Festival and Renaissance Faire,  Sep-
tember 11 and 12,  live and entertain-
ing re-creation of the Elizabethan era. 
Theme is Shakespeare’s Muse.  Over 
800 costumed entertainers and over 100 
shopkeepers and artisans will take part. 
The show features acappella singers, 
dancers, magic and acrobatic feats on 
four stages, blacksmiths, royalty, period 
archery and, hard hitting joust.   The 
Ardenwood Shakespeare Festival will 
be held September 11-12, at Ardenwood 
Historic Farm, 34600 Ardenwood Blvd., 
Fremont. Grounds will be open 10-6 on 
Saturday and 10-5 Sunday. Tickets are $15 
for adults, $13 for seniors, military, and 
ages 13-17, and $8 for children 3-12. More 
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An American Soldier of 1846, focused on the victories and defeats 
of American troops in the conquest of California. The program will be 
presented with the guidance of re-enactor and researcher Ernie Manzo in 
the September 16 lecture in the Museum on Main’s ongoing Ed Kinney 
Lecture Series. Lecture sponsors are Pat Lane and Sarah Warnick. 

The lecture, which starts at 7 p.m.,  will be held at Lynnewood United 
Methodist Church, 4444 Black Avenue, Pleasanton. 

Tickets are $5 for Museum on Main members and seniors, $10 for 
non-members, and $3 for students and teachers with identification. 
Tickets may be purchased at the door.

Museum on Main is located at 603 Main Street, Pleasanton. Museum 
hours are Wednesday through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday, 
1-4 p.m. Admission is a $2 requested donation. Contact 925.462-2766 
or education@museumonmain.org 

Friends of the Dublin Library will hold a fall used book sale Sept. 
17-20 at the library, 200 Civic Plaza, Dublin. 

Fri., Sept. 17 is members only night, 6 to 9 p.m. Memberships will be 
available starting at 5:30 p.m. The sale continues on Sat. Sept. 18 from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sun., Sept. 19, 1 to 5 p.m. It concludes on Monday, 
Sept. 20, noon to 3 p.m. with Bag Day. Fill a bag (provided_ for $4, or 
fill a special edition Friends of the Library canvas tote bag for $13. Totes 
are also available alone for $10. 

There will be bargain books and audio-visual materials at the semi-
annual Used Book Sale. Most prices are $1 or less. Funds from sales go 
towards purchasing the Library’s materials and supporting its programs. 
Sale special features include specially priced books, new or of extra value; 
teacher materials section, and silent auction of unique items.

More information is available on the Library’s website at www.
aclibrary.org, the Friends’ website at www.dublinfriends.org, or call the 
Library at 925-828-1315. The Library is wheelchair accessible.

The 2nd annual “Party Palooza” 
is coming to the Tri-Valley in Oc-
tober and November to benefit the 
Sandra J. Wing Healing Therapies 
Foundation. The nonprofit is host-
ing 14 events to raise money to 
help cancer patients.

The fun includes: “Under the 
Tuscan Sun,” an Italian food, wine 
and Bocce party on Saturday Octo-
ber 2; “A Whole New You” salon 
and spa day on Sunday October 
17; and “Abracadabra: A Magic 
Show for the Entire Family” on 
Saturday November 6. Back by 
popular demand, we will host the 
2nd annual “Soups of the World” 
on Saturday October 23.

“We were so thrilled at the re-
sponse for last year’s first ‘Party 
Palooza,’ said founder Sandra J. 
Wing, a cancer survivor. “Party 
Palooza and other donations helped 
us provide financial assistance to 
28 patients this past year."

The Sandra J. Wing Healing 
Therapies Foundation offers grants 

 Reception and Book Signing
The East Bay Regional Park District will hold a hosted reception 

and author signing of the recently-published Living Landscape book 
on Fri., Sept. 10 from 5 to 8 p.m. The book details the history of the 
Park District’s 75 years.  

The reception will take place at the Oakland Museum of California 
on the Peace Terrace, located outdoors on the third level.  

Published by Wilderness Press, Living Landscape traces the Park 
District’s beginnings during the Great Depression and goes behind the 
scenes to disclose how the Park District became the largest regional park 
agency in the nation. Author Laura McCreery will sign books during 
the event. Books will be available for purchase at the event courtesy 
of the Museum.

 More information can be found at www.museumca.org/visit.

information can be found at http://www.
ardenwoodfaire.com/  

Livermore Author Ruth Stern Gasten, 
Sunday, Sept. 12, 2:00 PM. Livermore 
Civic Center Library, 1188 So. Livermore 
Ave. Local Livermore author Ruth Stern 
Gasten speaks about her book An Ac-
cidental American, her memories of her 
experience as a young Jewish girl who is 
taken from Hitler’s Germany to Chicago. 
Free admission. 

Livermore Valley Wine Country Wedding 
Faire, Sept. 12, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m Bankhead 
Theater, 2400 First St., Livermore. Over 
40 vendors & industry professionals, 
food & wine tasting, fashion show & 
more. Livermore Downtown Inc. (925) 
373-1795.

Pleasanton Poetry on Main: A Monthly 
Gathering of Poets, Sept. 16, once-a-
month group for feedback and apprecia-
tion of each others' poems in downtown 
Pleasanton at Little Valley Winery. Marilyn 
Slade of Pleasanton, author of humorous 
poetry and prose, will co-host the gather-
ings. Bring two poems for critique. Free 
event. Soft drinks provided. No-host 
wine by the glass with ID. From 6:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in Little Valley Winery, 
739 Main Street, Pleasanton. Michelle 
Russo at mrusso@ci.pleasanton.ca.us or 
925-931-5350 or Deborah Grossman at 
pleasantonpoetry@gmail.com or www.
facebook.com/PleasantonPoetry.

Fourth Annual Wine & Equine benefit 
for SonRise Equestrian Foundation. 
Saturday, September 18, from 1-5 p.m., 
at the Charles Wilhelm Training Center 
in Castro Valley. SonRise Equestrian 
Foundation helps create connections be-
tween children and horses. At no charge 
to the children and their families, the 
Danville-based nonprofit provides riding 
and horse care programs to kids ages 8-18 
with social, emotional and physical chal-
lenges. Additionally, the beloved miniature 
horses of SonRise visit younger children 
at school and those who are terminally ill 
in hospice settings. The Wine & Equine 
benefit provides the majority of SonRise 
Equestrian Foundation’s annual income. 
In addition to the barbecue and desserts 
provided by Esin Restaurant, the afternoon 
includes a wine cellar raffle, live and si-
lent auctions, demonstrations and a horse 
show. Wines from Wente Vineyards and 
Murrieta’s Well and hand-crafted beers 
from Drake’s Brewing Company. Event 
sponsors include Murrieta’s Well, Wente 
Vineyards and 95.7 The Wolf radio sta-
tion. Tickets to the Fourth Annual Wine 
& Equine event are available for $75 
per person by contacting the nonprofit 
at 510-838-7433 or go to sonrise@son-
riseequestrianfoundation.org. SonRise is 
located at the Charles Wilhelm Training 
Center, 6496 Crow Canyon Road in Castro 
Valley. For more information, visit www.
sonriseequestrianfoundation.org.

Fiddlers' Jam, Fiddletown, Sat., Sept. 
18, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Main Street. Free, 
includes fiddle music and entertainment 
by SideTracked and Extended Roots, 
food and craft vendors. Raffle with cash 
prizes. Information 209-296-0918 or www.
fiddletownca.org.

Wine for the Cure, Cystic Fibrosis Foun-
dation fund-raiser Saturday, September 
25, 2010 at John Madden’s Goal Line 
Productions in Pleasanton. Wines from 
the Livermore Valley paired with culi-
nary dishes from a special menu created 
by Skip Hinsley of Girasole Grill and a 
Pampered Palate. The event includes at 5 

p.m. VIP Lounge, 6 p.m. Main Event at 
John Madden's Goal Line Productions, 
5959 Coronado Lane, Pleasanton. To 
purchase tickets on line go to http://nca.
cff.org/wineforacure, by phone, call: 
415.989.6500.

Friends of the Pleasanton Public Library 
Fall Book Sale 2010, Friday, September 
24, through Sunday, September 26 at the 
Library’s large meeting room. Friday 
night sale will run from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
for members only of the Friends of the 
Library, (memberships will be available at 
the door). The sale is open to the general 
public on Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and on Sunday from 11:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. Because of the tight confines of 
the sale layout, no strollers are allowed. 
Paperbacks will be priced at .50 cents each. 
Hardbacks and large-format paperbacks 
will be available for $1. The books are in 
good-to-perfect condition. The Friends are 
seeking adult volunteers to help set up the 
sale and during the sale hours. For book 
sale or volunteer information, please call 
Nancy Bering, (925) 462-4368. 

Quilting in the Garden, Sept. 25 and 26, 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Alden Lane Nursery, 
981 Alden Lane, Livermore. Presented 
by Alden Lane Nursery and In Between 
Stitches. Quilt display, classes, tours. 
www.aldenlane.com or www.inbetween-
stitches.com.

Nostalgia Day Car Show, Sept. 26, 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. in Downtown Livermore. Presented 
by the Altamont Cruisers as a fund-raiser 
for local charitable organizations with a 
focus on youth programs. Event includes 
over 700 cars, continuous deejay music, 
prize drawings, vendors of car products, 

for helpful treatments not covered 
by insurance including acupunc-
ture, acupressure, guided imagery 
and meditation. 

Those treatments are used to 
treat cancer side effects such as 
neuropathy, pain, nausea, anxiety 
and fatigue.

“When I had cancer, these 
therapies brought me great com-
fort. It’s important to provide them 
to others with cancer,” said Wing, 
of Pleasanton. Patients who live 
in Livermore, Pleasanton, Dublin, 
San Ramon and Danville are eli-
gible for the grants.

The Sandra J. Wing Healing 
Therapies Foundation is a 501(c) 
(3) nonprofit, which operates 
with the guidance of the Tri-
Valley Community Foundation.  
For more information see www.
HealingTherapiesFoundation.
org/palooza.

 

arts and crafts and a parade of award win-
ning vehicles. Information, call 461-2020 
or go to www.altamontcruisers.org.

In the Shadow of the Raven: Edgar Al-
lan Poe, Sept. 29, Broadway and film 
veteran Duffy Hudson brings his talent 
and fascination for Edgar Allan Poe to 
life in this one-man play. At 7:00 p.m. in 
the Pleasanton Public Library, 400 Old 
Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton, CA. Free. 
Information: 925-931-3405  

A Conservation Affair, Thurs., Oct. 7, 
Casa Real at Ruby Hill Winery, Pleas-
anton. Proceeds will benefit Tri-Valley 
Conservancy projects. Evening includes 
dinner, silent and live auctions, and music. 
Information and tickets at 449-8706 or 
www.trivalleyconservancy.org.

3rd Annual "Put A Little Love in Your 
Heart" fundraiser for Open Heart 
Kitchen, Fri., Oct. 22, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Blacksmith Square, 21 South Livermore 
Ave., Livermore. Live music by El 
Desayuno - Latin Jazz and Salsa. Wine 
tasting with John Christopher Cellars, 
Thomas Coyne and Little Valley Winery. 
Appetizers provided by Scotty's Catering. 
Food and wine pairing provided by Swirl 
Restaurant and Green Leaf BBQ. Olive Oil 
and Balsamic Vinegar tasting provided by 
Victorine Olive Oil Co.. Michelle Bucket, 
of Michelle’s Jewelry Box, will be selling 
her custom jewelry. Raffle prizes. Linda 
McKeever, Executive Director of Open 
Heart Kitchen, will be on hand to accept 
tax deductible donations. Checks, cash 
and credit cards will be accepted. For more 
information call 925 580-6793 or go to 
http://www.openheartkitchen.org.

The Wine Country Wedding Faire will be held Sun., Sept. 12 starting 
at 11 a.m. at the Bankhead Theater in downtown Livermore. 

Livermore Downtown Inc. is presenting the event.
Those attending will be able to plan a wedding  in one afternoon in 

one location. Local experts will be showcasing the latest wedding trends. 
Among the topics will be flowers, videos, bridal boutique, wedding 
cakes, photography, invitations, jewelry, entertainment, transportation, 
hair styling, make up, spa, winery venues, hotels, real estate, travel, and 
event planning. 

Entertainment includes a fashion show, horse and carriage rides and 
even wine country limo tours.

The theater is located at 2400 First St., Livermore. Tickets are $8 in 
advance and $10 at the door. Tickets and information are available at 
373-6800 or www.livermorevalleyperformingarts.org.

Party Palozza Benefits Healing 
Therapies Foundation

Friends of the Dublin Library 
Fall Sale Set for Sept. 17-20

Lecture Series Looks at 
American Troops in California

Plan a Wedding in One 
Day at One Location
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Kirk Pickerel, ABC National President and CEO has recently awarded 
Tucknott Electric Company its 8th successive Platinum Step Award for 
outstanding level of achievement in safety and construction for 2010.  
This award was announced by Toby Cummings at the annual members 
gathering at the local Golden Gate Chapter office in Livermore.  Tuc-
knott Electric and it’s CEO, Robert A. Tucknott, are proud to be able 
to participate in demonstrating the Associated Builders and Contractors 
are the safest construction group and take safety of its work and safety 
of its workers seriously.

(Organizations wishing to run notices in 
Bulletin Board, send information to PO Box 
1198, Livermore, CA 94551, in care of Bulletin 
Board. Include name of organization, meeting 
date, time, place and theme or subject. Phone 
number and contact person should also be 
included. Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday.)

2nd Annual Walk for Education to benefit 
the Livermore Valley Education Foundation, 
hosted by American Swim Academy at Granada 
High School in Livermore on Saturday, Sep-
tember 11 from 9 a.m. until noon. Students from 
every Livermore Valley school along with their 
friends and families are invited to participate in 
the walk, and the school that generates the most 
walkers will win $500. Registration is open to 
the public by downloading a registration form at 
www.americanswimacademy.com/LVEF. The 
entry fee is $5. Each walker who participates 
will receive a t-shirt and refreshments. There 
will also be a Family Fun Festival during the 
walk with live entertainment, DJ music, family 
friendly booths and more. 

Gigantic Rummage Sale, Sat., Oct. 3, 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Amador Valley High School 
Parking Lot, 1155 Santa Rita Road, Pleasan-
ton. Proceeds benefit Assistance League of 
Amador Valley, a philanthropic group. There 
will be hundreds of items for sale including 
furniture, household goods, books, toys, 

games, children’s items, gardening, sporting 
goods, jewelry and more.  There will also be 
an extensive assortment of Christmas decora-
tions and ornaments. All money generated 
stays right here in the Tri-Valley to support  
children, teens and seniors through  
various philanthropic programs. www.ama-
dorvalley.assistanceleague.org

ClutterLess Self Help Support Group, 
(CL) is a nonprofit, peer-based, self-help sup-
port group for people with difficulty discarding 
unwanted possessions. Tentative guest speaker 
for Sept. 27 meeting is Emily Wilksa of The 
Organized Life. Meetings in Room 7 at 7 p.m. 
every Monday 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the St. Mary 
& St. John Coptic Orthodox Church. Room 7, 
4300 Mirador Drive, Pleasanton. Just come or 
call our one of the volunteers: 925-200-1943, 
or go to www.ClutterLess.org.

Flea Market, Sat., Sept. 11, set-up at 6 a.m. 
close at 4 p.m. Fraternal Order of Eagles parking 
lot, 527 N. Livermore Ave., Livermore. Cost 
for 15x15 space is $20, table rental $5. Sign 
up for space at the Eagles social room or call 
449-6281 or 449-5807. Vendors welcome.

“Growing Up Female” Workshop for 
Mothers and their 4th-5th grade Daughters, 
Mothers and their fourth- to fifth-grade daugh-
ters are invited to attend an uplifting workshop 
about body changes and the realities of being 

female on Tuesday, Sept. 21, from 4-6 p.m. at 
the Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce, 777 
Peters Ave. Led by RN specialist Amy Sluss, 
this two-hour workshop explores the normal 
changes that occur in girls as they go through 
the preteen and teen years, offers tools and 
tips for handling puberty, and connects girls 
and adult women together in a powerful and 
positive way. The session is crafted to build 
self-esteem, positive body image, and a healthy 
sense of "being a girl." A warm and comfort-
able environment for questions, exploration 
and learning, this experience sets the stage 
for future conversations and positive growth 
as your daughter transitions to adulthood. 
There is a $75 fee per mother-daughter pair 
for the workshop, which includes $50 worth 
of take-home material to continue the learning. 
For more information, call Sluss at 858-0702. 
Register online at www.fab2bfem.com 

"Talking to Your Kids About Sex:" A 
Teleseminar for Parents, Amy Sluss, RN, and 
health and family life specialist, will lead a one-
hour teleseminar on Tuesday, Sept. 21, a noon, 
that will offer tips on how to talk to your kids 
about sex. With the hyper-sexualized culture 
we live in, parents wonder how to address this 
sensitive yet important topic with their children. 
Tune into this one hour teleseminar to find 
out why you, as a parent, need to talk to your 

kids about issues around sex, sexuality, and 
sexual expression. Sluss will address the most 
common mistakes parents make, parent fears 
around talking to kids about sex, and exactly 
what kids need to know and at what ages. 
Connect from the comfort of your own home 
or car. There is a $49 fee for the teleseminar. 
For more information, call Sluss at 858-0702. 
Register online at www.fab2bfem.com

"Growing up Female II: The Middle 
School Years" Workshop for Mothers and 
their 6th-8th grade Daughters, Mothers and 
their middle school aged daughters are invited 
to register and attend this uplifting workshop 
about body changes and the realities of being 
female on Tuesday, Sept. 28, from 4-6 p.m. 
at the Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce, 
777 Peters Ave. This workshop offers girls 
and mothers a safe haven in the midst of the 
complexities and struggles of middle school. 
The session explores and promotes positive 
relationships (with friends, parents, and 
boys), healthy and realistic body-image for 
the teen years, and issues around intimacy and 
emotional intelligence, all in an uplifting safe 
environment. A $75 fee per mother-daughter 
pair covers the workshop, materials, and $50 of 
take-home instructional materials to continue 
the learning. For more information call Sluss 
at 858-0702. Register in advance at www.

fab2bfem.com
Valley Spokesmen Bicycle Touring Club, 

Sat., Sept. 11, 20 miles, down the Embarcadero 
and over the Golden Gate Bridge, meet 10 a.m. 
at BART, Randy Huey, 518-8439. Sun., Sept. 
12, 50 miles ride to assorted local breweries in 
Hayward, Livermore and Dublin, meet 10 a.m. 
at Shannon Center in Dublin, Bill Goodwin, 
487-0521. Wed., Sept. 15, 40 miles Mt. Tam 
climb, meet 10 a.m. at Safeway, Dane Carlson, 
323-5865. Anyone planning to go on a ride is 
asked to call the leader for details on where to 
meet and what to bring.

Night Sky Saunter, John Muir National 
Historic Site, 2 hour walk, Sept. 10, 7:30 
p.m. one mile 600 ft. climb. Reservations are 
required, call 228-6800. Wear good walking 
shoes. Meet at CalTrans Park and Ride lot, 
corner of Alhambra Ave. and Franklin Canyon 
Rd., Martinez.

50s Dinner and Classic Car Show, Fri., 
Sept. 17, Livermore-Pleasanton Elks #2117. 5 
p.m. cocktails and classic car show; 6:30 p.m. 
burgers, hot dogs, fries, salad bar, dessert; 7:30 
p.m. dancing to the oldies. Tickets $10. Elks 
Lodge,  Livermore. RSVP to 455-8829.

San Ramon Valley Newcomers Club 
invites new and established residents to its 
monthly luncheon on Oct. 21 at Faz Restaurant 

The 5th Annual “Summer Clas-
sic” golf tournament, dinner and 
concert to benefit JDRF, the Juve-
nile Diabetes Research Foundation 
raised over $340,000 this year.

The all-day event on August 
13th included a golf tournament 
at Wente Vineyards, a gourmet 
dinner, and a concert from “Super 
Diamond,” a Neil Diamond tribute 
band. A live and silent auction also 
raised money to help kids battling 
diabetes.

“Super Diamond was the per-
fect addition to our ‘Summer Clas-
sic’ line-up,” said Jason Skeoch, 
co-founder of Active Charity 
which hosted the fundraiser. “We 
had four generations of Neil 
Diamond fans dancing, singing 
and raising one-third of a million 
dollars to treat juvenile diabetes,” 
Skeoch added.

Active Charity is a group of 
local businessmen and their sup-
porters who have now raised over 
$1.4 million dollars for JDRF in 
the first five years. The charity 
fundraiser was co-hosted by Tri-

United States Army 19th Field 
Artillery soldier PVT. 2 Nathan B. 
Hewitt  (pictured at right) graduated 
from basic military training at Ft. Sill, 
Oklahoma on August 28th, 2010.

This soldier completed the in-
tensive, nine week training program 
that included military discipline, core 
values, physical endurance testing and 
basic warfare principles and skills. He 
also served as platoon leader during 
this program.

He is the son of Darrel and Beth 
Hewitt of Livermore. Nathan resided 
in Livermore since infancy. He at-
tended Las Positas College and was 
a member of the Citizen's Police 
Academy prior to departing for active 
duty with the military.

  

Valley Bank. Chevron was a major 
sponsor.

“Our goal is to cure Type-1 dia-
betes,” said Kelly Craft of JDRF. 
“This money is essential to our 
treatment, education and preven-
tion programs. We appreciate the 
continued support of Active Char-
ity, Wente, our families and all of 

our sponsors.”
The next big JDRF event is the 

East Bay “Walk to Cure Diabetes” 
on Sunday October 24, at Heather 
Farm Park in Walnut Creek. To 
sign up, contribute, or to just come 
join the fun see: www.CureType1.
org

 Photo -  Jinah Manly Photography

A table of JDRF supporters bids and cheers in the live auction.

Golf Tournament Raises over $340,000 
To Benefit Juvenile Diabetes Research

(continued on page 12)
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, 600 Hartz Ave., Danville.  The speaker will 
be  Gil Jardine, topic is wine and food pairings.  
11:30 - 2pm. Cost is $20.  Call  Susan, 925-718-
5214, for reservations & information.

Beginning German Conversation Class:  
Learn to communicate in everyday German 
situations.  Community Education at Las Posi-
tas College presents this 8-week introductory 
course which meets Monday nights from 7 to 
9.  The first class meeting is September 27.  
The fee is $109.  Contact 925-424-1467 for 
more information or register online at www.
laspositascollege.edu/communityed.

German Conversation for Intermedi-
ate and Advanced Students: Reactivate the 
German you learned in high school or college. 
Livermore Adult Education presents this 10-
week course on Wednesday evenings from 7 
to 9.  The first class meeting is September 29.  
The fee is $120.  Contact (925) 606-4722 for 
more information or register online at www.
livermoreadulted.org.

Disability Action Network is a group 
of people with all kinds of disabilities who 
are working together to make change in the 
community.  The group works on health care, 
housing, access, attendant programs, transpor-
tation, and other issues affecting people with 
disabilities.  The group is a project of CRIL, 
Community Resources for Independent Living.  
CRIL serves people with all disabilities and 
seniors with disabling conditions, providing 
assistance with housing, personal assistant 
services, benefits, assistive technology, advo-
cacy, and peer counseling.  CRIL’s mission is 
to advocate and provide resources for people 
with disabilities to improve the quality of life 
and make communities fully accessible. For 
more information, please call Jessica Lehman 
at (510) 881-5743 x5937.

 Scholarship available, Livermore Valley 
Business and Professional Women is seeking 
applicants for a scholarship award. The schol-
arship is to encourage and support re-entry 
students from Dublin, Pleasanton, Livermore 
or San Ramon. There is an annual endowment 
of $500 intended to continue supporting the 
same individual until she has completed her 
studies or no longer needs assistance. Require-
ments: women re-entry student with GPA 3.4 or 
better; will attend a Livermore BPW meeting 
once a year to report to the membership; ap-
plications must be received by Sept. 30, 2010 
to be considered. Applications are available 
through college financial aid departments. 
For additional information, send name and 
address to Madge Takemori, PO Box 3104, 
Livermore, CA 94551.

Tri-Valley Holistic Moms Network, 
meets 7 p.m. Sept. 20. Program presented 
by Nicole Valega, DC, HBCE Owner of Life 
With Harmony, www.lifewithharmony.com 
and Andrea Pritchett, DC, Owner of Vital 
Life Wellness, www.vlifewellness.com Topic 
will be Gentle Chiropractic: Nurturing the 
Whole Person - Emotionally, Mentally and 
Physically. Harvest Park Middle School, 4900 
Valley Avenue, Pleasanton. This meeting is 
free for Chapter members and first time visi-
tors. Meetings are held on the third Monday 
evening of each month. For further information, 
please visit: www.holisticmoms.org or email 
Tri-ValleyHMN@hotmail.com 

Tuff Girl Fitness is hosting free boot 
camps on Saturday, Sept. 11th and Sept. 25th. 
This is a fundraising boot camp for the Wounded 
Warrior Project to raise money for wounded 
soldiers who have protected our country and 
were wounded in the process. Donations are 
appreciated but not required. This cause helps 
support the needs of severely injured service 
men and women to get financial help and other 
support that will enable them with needed 
home-care. There will be a raffle drawing for 
a free month of boot camp. To sign up for the 
two boot camps go to www.tuffgirl.com or send 
an email to tuffgirlfitness@yahoo.com. 

Livermore High School Class of 1965 
is celebrating their 45th year class reunion, 
"Together Again," September 24-26. There are 
a number of activities to choose from including 
a Saturday evening party and a Sunday picnic. 
The evening party will be held on September 
25th at Beeb's Sports Bar & Grill , 7pm-Mid-
night. The cost is $45 per person. The picnic 
will be held Sunday afternoon, $15 per person. 
Contact Betty Gonzales Klino at 925- 443-0642 
or nklino@hotmail.com

Birthright Pregnancy Support Service, 
looking an office volunteer to assist clients 

weekly on Wednesdays 10-2, and substitute 
office volunteers for all days. Also looking for a 
volunteer CPA to assist annually with reviewing 
books and other related assistance. For infor-
mation on a variety of volunteer opportunities, 
please call John Kupski evenings at 606-8230. 
We are presently open M-Tu-Fri 10 am-2 pm, 
Th eve. 6-9 pm, and we are anxious to re-open 
on Wed. Birthright offers free pregnancy tests, 
guidance, adoption and medical referrals, baby 
and maternity clothing, and more. Livermore 
office at 1520 Catalina Ct., just behind the 
Granada Shopping Center, or call 449-5887. 
1-800-550-4900 Hotline number is staffed 24 
hours a day. All Birthright services are free and 
confidential. www.birthright.org

Tri-Valley Seniors: Need a ride to your 
medical appointment? Seniors who require 
door-to-door service are now eligible for a 
ride to their medical appointments. Volunteers 
use their personal vehicles to drive seniors to 
and from medical appointments. Seniors must 
be 60 and over, living in Dublin, Livermore, 
Pleasanton or Sunol, and unable to find a ride 
(relative, friend, bus, paratransit.) For a ride, 
or to volunteer, call Jennifer Cullen at (925) 
931-5387 or email her at ja.cullen@yahoo.
com. Funding for the Senior Transportation 
Program is provided by Alameda County 
Transportation Improvement Authority and 
Measure B Funds.

Pleasantonians 4 Peace  Peaceful War 
Protest on the fourth Wednesday of the 
month, September 22 between 5 - 6 at the 
 corners of First and Neal Streets.  
Questions?? Call Cathe Norman at (925) 
462-7495; Matt Sullivan at mjs7882@gmail.
com; or email kdowding@pacbell.net. www.
Pleasantonians4Peace.org

American Red Cross Bay Area Chapter 
will be honoring local community members of 
all ages and backgrounds at its annual Alameda 
County Heroes Breakfast. The program is 
designed to celebrate the community's every-
day heroes, recognizing those individuals and 
organizations that make a difference in their 
community through acts of extraordinary kind-
ness and courage. The heroes will be honored 
at the Alameda County Heroes Breakfast on 
Thursday, October 7 at the Hilton Oakland 
Airport Hotel. Tickets are $30 per person. 
Visit www.heroesredcrossbayarea.org or call 
(415) 427-8086.

Amador Valley High School, Class of 
1980 will celebrate its 30 year class reunion 
on Saturday, September 18th, 2010. “Meet & 
Greet” Friday night at the HopYard Alehouse 
& Grill in Pleasanton beginning at 7pm. 
There will be a buffet dinner, cash bar and 
dancing to Rock & Roll music. Tickets are 
$65 per person until September 8th; and $75 
thereafter. Classmates are encouraged to make 
their reservations early. The reunion will be 
held Saturday, September 18th at 6pm, at 
the Pleasanton Hilton; 7050 Johnson Drive, 
Pleasanton. Visit the Class Reunion website 
at www.valleyweb.org/1980reunion.htm or 
Facebook page for more information. The 
HopYard Alehouse & Grill is located at 3015 
Hopyard Road, Pleasanton. If you know where 
any of “lost” classmates are, please help get 
the word out. For more information on the re-
union contact Mindy Gottesman-Smith email: 
minsmith@aerosurf.net (951-453-7673) or 
Kelly Ornellas-Sleek at kellysleek@comcast.
net (925-963-7088).

Tri-Valley Democratic Club meets Mon., 
Sept. 20, IBEW Hall, 6250 Village Parkway, 
Dublin. Doors open 7 p.m., meeting at 7:30 
p.m. Democratic candidates on the Dublin, 
Pleasanton & Livermore November ballots will 
address the club. Q&A/discussion time permit-
ting. The public is invited. Free admission & 
refreshments. wheelchair accessible

Exploring Non-Traditional Work Op-
portunities for Moms, Life Course Learning, 
offered through Las Positas College Com-
munity Education Friday, 9/17 6:30-9:30, 3 
hour seminar explores new ways to work that 
allow flexibility and control over scheduling. 
$39.00 registration & $10 materials fee. www.
lifecourselearning.com

Moms to Work, Life Course Learning, 
offered through the LARPD 9/21-9/30 (TTh) 
or 10/4-10/13 (MW) 9:00-11:00. This four part 
course for Mom's will examine how to return 
to work despite long absence and a tough 
economy. Learn how to update, polish and 
present yourself with confidence and prepare to 
tackle the job search! $99 registration. Informa-
tion at www.lifecourselearning.com

Senior Players present: “The Boarding-
house” Welcome to the Home Sweet Home 
Boardinghouse, where life is anything but 
normal. Miss Harriet runs a clean, cozy home 
occupied by a zany cast of boarders. It’s a 
comedy full of colorful characters and villains, 
and will have you laughing from beginning 
to end! Friday, October 1st 7 p.m. – 9 p.m., 
Saturday, October 2nd 2 p.m. – 4 p.m., Sunday, 
October 3rd 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. Advanced reserva-
tions $9R/$10NR at the door $10R/$11NR. 
Performances held at the Pleasanton Senior 
Center.  931-5365.

Community Resources for Independent 
Living (CRIL) offers services to help people 
with disabilities, and supports them to live 
independently and participate in their com-
munity for as long as they are willing and able 
to do so. CRIL maintains offices in Hayward, 
Fremont and Livermore to provide information 
and referrals and provide community educa-
tion at senior centers and affordable housing 
complexes to residents of Southern Alameda 
County. The Tri-Valley office is located at 3311 
Pacific Avenue, Livermore 94550 and can be 
reached by phone at (925) 371-1531, by FAX 
at (925) 373-5034 or by e-mail at denicia.gres-
sel@cril-online.org. All services are free.

San Lorenzo High School Class of 1965, 
celebrating 45th reunion on Sat., Oct. 9 at 
Castro Valley Moose Lodge, 20835 Rutledge 
Rd., Castro Valley. Theme is "Beach Party." 
5 p.m. $60 per person. No tickets at the door. 
For additional information contact Jill Carnesi 
by phone 510-673-2200, or mail jcarnesi@
webdesignsbyjill.com; Cyndee, 785-3397 or 
cyndeejdavis@aol.com; Paulette, 559-228-
4713, allaboutme101@sbcglobal.net, or Sue, 
916-826-6473, st859@aol.com.

Livermore High School Class of 1970 
reunion, Sat., Sept. 18, 6 to 11 p.m. . Hilton 
Garden Inn, 2801 Constitution Dr., Liver-
more. $60.00pp - includes a buffet dinner 
and a glass of wine. To reserve send a check 
to Robert Plunkett 6752 Teasdale Street, 
Lancaster, CA 93536-1246, by August 18, 
include email or phone number so reservation 
can be confirmed. 

Widowed Men and Women of Northern 
CA., Happy hour in Pleasanton, Sept. 16, 5:30 
p.m., RSVP by Sept. 14 to Marge, 828-5124. 
Friendly bridge optional lunch in Pleasanton, 
Sept. 18, 1 p.m., RSVP by Sept. 14 to Athene 
at 846-0111. Birthday dinner in Dublin, Sept. 
19, 4:30 p.m., RSVP by Sept. 17 to Marge, 
828-5124. Margarita Party in Livermore, Sept. 
25, 4:30 p.m., RSVP by Sept. 21 to Patti, 371-
2612. Luncheon in Livermore, Sept. 29, 1:30 
p.m., RSVP by Sept. 27 to Hilda, 398-8808. 
Annual picnic in Pleasanton, Oct. 23, 2:30 
p.m., RSVP and send checks by Oct. 20 to 
Ruby, 462-9636.

 Toastmasters, Amador Valley group 
meets at Mimi's Cafe, 4775 Hacienda Dr., 
Dublin, 7 a.m. Thursday mornings. Learn go 
communicate more effectively, improve pre-
sentation skills and leadership potential. Con-
tact Hal Brown, 462-2412, for information.

Hillsdale High School, Class of 1980, 30th 
Reunion, on November 6, 2010. Classmates, 
send contact information to Hillsdale1980@
gmail.com

Livermore Military Families is a support 
group for families in Livermore, who have a 
loved one serving in the Military. It is a safe 
place to come and share the joys, tears and fears 
they have with others who understand what 
they are going through. All family members 
are welcome to attend meetings. Meetings are 
held on the 3rd Thursday of each month at the 
home of Cindy Gavello, 2851 Tahoe Drive, 
Livermore from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Pleasanton Newcomers Club, open to 
new and established residents of the Tri-Valley. 
Activities include a coffee on the first Wednes-
day of the month, a luncheon on the second 
Wednesday of the month, bunco, Mah Jongg, 
bridge, walking and hiking groups, family 
activities and monthly adult socials.  215-8405 
or visit www.PleasantonNewcomers.com.

Learn Scottish Country dancing at the 
Livermore class of the Royal Scottish Country 
Dance Society, San Francisco Branch. Lively 
reels and jigs, graceful strathspeys. All ages. 
Adults Mondays 8 to 9:30 p.m. Livermore 
Veteran's Hall, 522 South L St., Livermore; 
youth or adult Fridays 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
Valley Dance Theatre School, 2247 Second 
St., Suite B, Livermore. Call Margaret Ward, 
449-5932 or Sheena MacQueen, 447-1833.

Good News Bears, nonprofit with a mis-

sion to distribute stuffed animals to social 
services, emergency services, medical facili-
ties and anyone who needs a hug. Based in 
Livermore, the group reaches around the Bay 
Area and the world. Volunteers needed to hold 
collections of gently used teddy bears and other 
stuffed animals, assist with fund-raising and 
deliver the animals to organizations supported 
by the group. Meetings 2nd Thursday of the 
month, 6:30 p.m. at the Livermore Police Sta-
tion. Log on to www.goodnewsbears.org or call 
373-7982 for more information.

Sunday Bingo, All regular game pay-outs 
$250. Free game guarantees payout of $350. 
Flash games for a chance to win up to $1,199. 
One session of speed. Free bagels and coffee. 
Doors open at 1:30 p.m. Session begins at 
4:00pm. Must be 18 years old. Bingo Ranch, 
3070 Pacific Ave., Livermore. 606-7777. 
Proceeds go to LVCS/CCEF

The Bingo Ranch, 3070 Pacific Ave. in 
Livermore and is open Mondays, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturdays. Buenas Vidas 
Youth Ranch has been running Bingo for 16 
years and is now working with Christensen, 
Arroyo Seco and East Ave Schools, and Excep-
tional Needs Network and All American Sports 
Academy Teams. Come play Bingo and support 
the kids in Livermore. Call 925-606-7777 for 
more information.

RELIGION
First Church of Christ, Scientist, Liver-

more, has services at 10 a.m. every Sunday 
and at 7:30 p.m. on the second Sunday of each 
month. Sunday School for students (ages 3-20) 
is held at 10 a.m. every Sunday. The church and 
reading room are located at Third and N Streets. 
The Reading Room, which is open to the public, 
features books, CDs and magazines for sale. 
For information, call (925) 447-2946. 

Sunset Community Church, 2200 Ar-
royo Rd., Livermore. Sunday worship service 
at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and children's church 
provided. A "Night of Worship" first Sunday 
of each month at 6 p.m. Wednesday night 
program for all ages at 7 p.m. Information, 
call 447-6282.

Faith Chapel Assembly of God, 6656 
Alisal St., Pleasanton, Sunday School for all 
ages 9:30 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m., Children’s 
Church 11:15 a.m. Women's Bible study 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Please call office at 
846-8650 for weekly programs.

St. Matthew's Baptist Church, 1239 
North Livermore Ave., Livermore. Services 
on Sunday at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Adult Sunday 
school 9:30 a.m., Children's Sunday school at 
9:30 a.m. Prayer each Wednesday at 7 p.m. fol-
lowed by Bible study at 7:30 p.m. 449-3824.

United Christian Church, celebrating 
50 years in the Tri-Valley. 1886 College Ave. 
at M St., Livermore; worships on Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. Children’s program on 
Sunday morning and first Fridays. The com-
munity is welcome. United CC is an Open and 
Affirming ministry.  Call 449-6820 for more 
information. 

Bible Study, offered Wednesdays, 7:30 
to 8:30 PM at the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 6100 Paseo Santa Cruz, 
Pleasanton. Refreshments served at no cost. 
305-9468. 

Trinity, 557 Olivina Ave., Livermore. 
Services on Sunday at 8:30, 11 a.m. and 6 
p.m. with Sunday school or Bible study for 
all ages at 9:45 a.m. Bible study for adults 
and activities for all ages on Wednesdays at 
6:45 p.m. 447-1848.

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Concan-
non Blvd., Livermore. Services: Sunday 
school 9:45 a.m., worship 11 a.m., Tuesday 
Bible study, 10 a.m. to noon. All are welcome. 
1-888-805-7151.

Tri-Valley Unity Church, 2260 Camino 
Ramon, San Ramon. Class for children, ages 
1-10, during church service, 10 to 11:15 a.m. 
Ongoing adult classes and small groups. All 
are welcome.  829-2733. www.trivalleyunity.
com

Divorce Care, Valley Bible Church, 7106 
Johnson Dr., Pleasanton. 13-week seminar and 
support group for people going through divorce 
or separation. A 30-minute video shown each 
night featuring experts on a variety of topics. 
Group meets Tuesdays 7 to 9 p.m. starting Sept. 
14. There is a one time charge of $25 for the 
workbook and other materials. Preregistration 
is required. Contact Mark Porter, 846-9693 or 
mcporter@hotmail.com.

Tri-Valley Cultural Jews: Saturday, 
September 18: Yom Kippur observance. 1-5 

p.m. at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th St. 
in Livermore. New format this year includes 
a short ceremony and a series of workshops 
for adults and children. The ceremony will 
include readings, music and a memorial. 
Adult workshops include discussions of guilt 
and forgiveness, how to decide what charities 
to support, and how best to influence social 
change. Those attending are encouraged to 
bring canned or boxed food for the food bank. 
Free to TVCJ members. $10/adult (over 13) 
non-member. For information and reservations 
925 485 1049 or reservations@tri-valleycul-
turaljews.org.

Meditation Study Group, Practice new 
meditation methods, based on teachings of 
Shinzen Young, using audio, video and hand-
outs, 7:15-8:30 p.m., on the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of every month, at Tri-Valley Unity's 
Gathering Place, 7567 Amador Valley Blvd., 
#120, Dublin. Contact Gayle at gstaehle@
comcast.net 

Spiritual Reiki Group The Japanese 
system of Reiki is a spiritual practice which 
uses meditations, chanting, visualizations, 
and hands-on energy group work so that we 
can connect to our true nature. No prior Reiki 
experience is necessary. On the first and third 
Saturdays of every month, 10-11:45 a.m. at Tri-
Valley Unity's Gathering Place, 7567 Amador 
Valley Blvd., #120, Dublin. Contact Gayle at 
gstaehle@comcast.net.

Jewish Sunday school based on family, 
history and culture instead of religion, offered 
in an introduction to Jewish Culture School, 
an affordable hands-on twice-monthly Sunday 
school for Secular Humanistic Jewish children 
aged 5-14. Sunday, Sept. 12 at 10:30 a.m. 
at the Bothwell Arts Center 2466 8th St. in 
Livermore. There will be activities for children 
and a chance for parents to talk to other parents 
and the JCS teachers about the philosophy of 
the school and of Tri-Valley Cultural Jews, 
its sponsor.  This year, the curriculum focuses 
on the migration of Eastern European Jews to 
America and the flowering of Yiddish culture, 
the labor movement and progressive social 
involvement in America. For information, 
please email JCS@tri-valleyculturaljews.org 
or call 925 485 1049.

Stepping Stones on Grief Journey 
Workshop, eight weeks, Thurs., Sept. 9 to Oct. 
28 at 7:30 p.m. St. Elizabeth Seton Church, 
4001 Stoneridge Dr., Pleasanton. Meetings are 
open to all, regardless of religious orientation. 
Preregistration required. Space is limited. 
One-time donation of $15 is requested. For 
registration or information, call Mary Hagerty, 
846-5377.

Community Bible Study Class, book of 
Luke will be the topic of study in Pleasanton at 
Valley Bible Church. CBS is a non-denomina-
tional Bible study ministry open to all women, 
with a special children's program for ages 0-5 
years old. The class meets on Thursdays from 
9:30-11:30AM beginning 9/9/10 and goes 
until 5/12/11. More information about the 
CBS program and registration available by 
contacting Sharon at 925-399-5072, or email 
bobsharonmerrill@gmail.com. 

Granada Baptist Church, 945 Concan-
non Boulevard, Livermore. Services: Sunday 
school – 9:45 a.m.; worship service – 11 a.m. 
All are welcome. 1-888-805-7151.

Sunday school starts September 12, at St. 
Bartholomew's Episcopal Church, 678 Enos 
Way, Livermore.  Children in grades 1-5 are 
encouraged to participate in Sunday school 
classes in the Parish Hall during the 10:30 
am service every Sunday.  Children ages 3 to 
5 are welcome in our nursery area for fun and 
stories.  All children will return to the church 
after the peace to receive Communion with 
their families. Visit www.saintbartslivermore.
com/buzz.html for Sunday school curriculum 
and events.  Information, contact Abigail Plem-
mons, Children and Youth volunteer, at (925) 
292-9252 or doctorabbypcbiz@yahoo.com.

Awaken Your Catholic Faith, six session 
series, learn and ask questions, all in a friendly 
and confidential setting with other Catholics. 
The Catholic Communities of Pleasanton, 
Livermore, Dublin, and San Ramon invite you 
to six Awakening Faith sessions, Wednesdays, 
7:00 to 8:30 PM, beginning September 15, 2010 
at St. Elizabeth Seton.  It is for Catholics who 
have been away from their faith and also for 
Catholics who want to enhance their faith.  All 
are welcome.  For more information, please 
contact Father Joseph at (925) 846-4489.
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