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One of Shepway District Council’s priorities is to 
provide opportunities for elected members and local 
residents to work together to influence decisions 
and shape their local community. We know how 
important good information is in helping people to 
understand local issues, identify service need and 
find ways to improve local services and amenities. 
That is why I am proud to present the ward profile 
for the new electoral ward of Cheriton, which I hope 
you will find an interesting and informative read. 

The purpose of the ward profile is to:

• Provide a shared resource for people 
wanting to find out about their local 
community;

• Support elected members with their 
community role as civic leaders and 
community champions;

• Provide elected members with useful 
information about their new ward;

• Assist elected members with identifying 
priorities that could potentially be included 
in their ward plan;

• Provide a resource that is made publically 
available for wider use by the public and 
voluntary / community groups (e.g. to 
support funding bids).

Our intention is for ward profiles to be used as 
widely as possible and to be made available to 
Councillors, council officers, Town and Parish 
Councils, voluntary and community groups, as  
well as the general public on the council website 
www.shepway.gov.uk

This ward profile contains a variety of information 
on demographics (e.g. population, deprivation); 
population outcomes; the level of service provision 
and local community facilities and amenities. This 

information is grouped by themes in order to make it 
as easy as possible to find the information you want. 

The information on community assets for this profile 
was gathered by working in collaboration with 
partners and by engaging with local community and 
voluntary groups. I would like to personally thank 
everyone who has contributed to this document. 
The statistical information was primarily drawn from 
the 2011 Census, unless otherwise stated. Other 
sources include:

• 2013 Midyear population estimates from 
the Office of National Statistics1

• Acorn Customer Insight Profiler2

• Kent and Medway Public Health 
Observatory3

• Kent County Council Research and 
Intelligence Team4

Some of the data within this profiler was specially 
commissioned by Shepway District Council so it 
may not be publically available elsewhere in the 
displayed format. The data will evolve and expand 
as government agencies recalibrate their data 
publishing to the new ward boundaries within 
Shepway.

We will develop our ward profiles over time and we 
would really appreciate your feedback on this ward 
profile so we can make sure it is as up-to-date and 
relevant as possible. Please provide any feedback to 
policy@shepway.gov.uk.

Alistair Stewart 
Chief Executive

Foreword
Dear Reader
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The name Cheriton derives from the Old English 
words ‘Cirice tun’ meaning church farmstead 7. 
Although some may argue that its name was Cherry 
Town after the number of Cherry Orchards once 
present in Cheriton. 

The location of Cheriton in the North Downs has 
been of strategic importance since ancient times. 
The Normans built Folkestone Castle on a spur of 
Cheriton Hill. The Church of St. Martin dates back to 
Saxon times.8 

The historical area of Cheriton, which included 
the Shorncliffe area to the north of the Cheriton 
Road, was originally a civil parish in its own right, 
and part of Elham Rural District from 1894 to 
1898, when it became a separate urban district. 
The area continued to grow with the large army 
barracks being nearby and it gradually became 
indistinguishable from Folkestone. The parish was 
abolished in 1934 under a County Review Order, and 
divided between Folkestone and Hythe. 

Although historically Cheriton was a far larger area 
taking in parts of the area which is now referred 
to as Hythe, Sandgate and Folkestone West, the 
area is still popularly known as Cheriton today 
despite being part of the governance arrangements 
of Folkestone Town Council and Shepway District 
Council.9 Cheriton is a northern suburb of 
Folkestone in Kent. North Cheriton is home to the 
Eurotunnel Channel Tunneli terminal, which provides 

regular services to continental Europe. The Channel 
Tunnel is one of the biggest engineering projects 
ever undertaken in the UK; the tunnel has been 
named one of the seven wonders of the modern 
world.10 Folkestone West (FWK) is one of the two 
railway stations in Folkestone in Kent, managed by 
Southeasternii. The Venice Simplon Orient Express 
service uses the new facility at Folkestone West 
station.11 

Cheriton is the location of the major army barracks 
of Shorncliffe Camp: the 2nd Battalion the Royal 
Gurkha Riflesiii occupy Shorncliffe Camp. Cheriton 
is home to one of the main local area landmarks, 
the Folkestone White Horse, which is carved into 
Cheriton Hill. 

Cheriton High Street has many small local 
businesses, charity shops, takeaways, betting shop 
and local retailers. Cheriton has enviable transport 
links with the M20 motorway being accessible via 
Junction 12, facilitating connection to the national 
motorway network, the major airports and greater 
London. 

Major contributors to the Cheriton community 
are Cheriton Baptist Church12, The Community 
Network13, Age UK Folkestone14, Cheriton Library15 
and Caterpillars Children Centre16.

Cheriton
‘Urban area with village feel’ 5

The new Cheriton Ward is made up of the two former wards of Cheriton 
and Morehall. The map on the opposite page6 shows the new Cheriton 
Ward boundary.
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Demographics
The 2013 midyear population estimates published by the Office of National Statistics gives the total 
population of Cheriton as 12,640, with 6,120 males and 6,520 females.
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Marital status and living arrangements 

Nearly half of Cheriton residents aged over 16 are married (47.9%). With 23.4% of residents indicating they 
are single and have never married. 11.1% are heterosexual cohabiting unmarried couples. 

Cheriton has 52 cohabiting same sex relationship/civil partnerships; 691 divorcees and 647 widowers. 
 

Married 4,766

Cohabiting 1,109

Same-sex civil partnership or cohabiting 52

Single (never married) 2,329

Married or in civil partnership 152

Separated (but still legally married) 203

Divorced 691

Widowed 647

Cheriton is in line with Kent and Shepway for each category of marital status and living arrangements as a 
proportion of people aged over sixteen: 



Cheriton

-10 -

Ethnicity 

Cheriton varies significantly from Kent or Shepway for the proportion of people classified as ‘other Asian’ in 
the 2011 Census. This increased level is likely to be the Nepalese population that resides in within Cheriton 
due to their links with the Royal Gurkha Riflesiii who are stationed at the nearby Shorncliffe garrison. The 
Nepalese population in Cheriton is over 1,500. 

Cheriton has lower levels of ‘other white’ than found across Kent and Shepway. This is likely to be people from 
Europe (see section 4.f).  

Cheriton Shepway Kent

English/ Welsh/ Scottish/ NI 84.7% 90.8% 89.1%

Irish 0.5% 0.7% 0.7%

Gypsy or Irish Traveller 0.2% 0.2% 0.3%

Other White 1.8% 3.0% 3.6%

White and Black Caribbean 0.4% 0.4% 0.4%

White and Black African 0.1% 0.1% 0.2%

White and Asian 0.4% 0.4% 0.5%

Other Mixed 0.4% 0.3% 0.4%

Indian 0.5% 0.4% 1.2%

Pakistani 0.1% 0.1% 0.2%

Bangladeshi 0.4% 0.2% 0.2%

Chinese 0.2% 0.3% 0.4%

Other Asian 11.5% 2.5% 1.2%

African 0.4% 0.3% 0.8%

Caribbean 0.1% 0.1% 0.2%

Other Black 0.0% 0.0% 0.1%

Arab 0.1% 0.1% 0.1%

Any other ethnic group 0.7% 0.2% 0.4%



Cheriton

-11-

Length of residence in the UK

The migrant population of Cheriton has mostly emerged in the last 10 years, which reflects the growth in the 
Nepalese community within and around Shorncliffe Garrison.  

Cheriton Shepway Kent

Born in the UK 83.7% 90.8% 90.9%

Less than 2 years 3.6% 1.2% 1.2%

More than 2 years and 
less than 5 years

4.0% 1.6% 1.5%

More than 5 years and 
less than 10 years

3.1% 1.6% 1.8%

10 years or more 5.6% 4.9% 4.6%

 
Main Language (for residents aged 3 and over)

Aside from English, the most popular language group spoken in Cheriton is South Asian.  

Cheriton Shepway Kent

English 87.3% 95.1% 95.5%

French 0.1% 0.2% 0.2%

Other European (EU) 0.6% 1.4% 1.8%

Other European (non EU) 0.0% 0.1% 0.1%

Turkish 0.1% 0.1% 0.1%

West/Central Asian Language 0.1% 0.1% 0.1%

South Asian Language 11.3% 2.3% 1.2%

East Asian Language 0.2% 0.3% 0.4%

African Language 0.1% 0.1% 0.1%

The lower proportions of European languages spoken indicates that the lower levels of ‘other white’ described 
in section 5, are likely to be people with European heritage.
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The Local Economy
The main retail section of Cheriton High Street 
has a linear parade of shops covering a distance of 
approximately 800 meters. Cheriton High Street 
offers a large range of specialist independent 
retailers17, and has the usual selection of banks, post 
office and minimarts. Cheriton is also home to a large 
number of charity shops, small local businesses, 
bookmakers and numerous cafes. Many of the small 
retailers regularly support local charitable causes.  

The local economy of Cheriton also includes, the 
motor trade from hand car washing to large national 
motor suppliers. 

Cheriton is often quoted as the ‘takeaway 
capital of Folkestone’ as it houses many eatery 
establishments. The local Nepalese community have 
added to Cheriton’s economy through establishing, 
Nepali restaurants, Cash and Carry shops, driving 
schools, travel agents, hairdressers and boutiques. 

Cheriton has a number of industrial areas to the 
North of Cheriton: with Shearway Business Park 
and Cheriton Parc. Businesses within the industrial 
areas of Cheriton include: Affinity Water Ltdiv, Sagav, 
Bannatyne Health Club Folkestonevi, Crosskeys 
Coachesvii and Buckingham Coversviii. 

Shearway Business Park is a 25 acre business park 
located adjacent to Junction 13 of the M20 and the 
Channel Tunnel Terminal. The business park has 
been mostly developed with a variety of business 
uses including offices, warehouses/industrial and 
National Fitness Centre operator.18

Shearway Business Park is home to Basepoint 
Business Centre (Folkestone Enterprise Centre) 
Basepoint has 66 units, set around a landscaped 
courtyard car park, this managed office 
accommodation in Folkestone ranges from small 
units for one to two people, through to larger units 
for more established businesses. 

There are spacious fully functioning workshops 
along with a whole range of units in between. 
Managed office facilities available at the site include 
free parking, high speed internet access, on-site 
cafe/restaurant and serviced meeting rooms.19

Biggins Wood Industrial Estate has ample car 
parking and a variety of containers to let, suitable 
for storage or industrial use.20 The Glenmore Centre 
(also within the industrial North East of Cheriton), 
provides 24 units offering a mixture of business 
space which can be occupied as light industrial, 
warehouse or office units.21

Notable large businesses in Cheriton also include 
Eurotunnel, Tescoix and recent newcomer The 
Rangex.  Tesco, works direct with the local 
community via its Community Championxi staff 
role. The Community Champion role at each 
supermarket; helps support local community causes 
by offering donations and staging fundraising 
events. 

The construction of the Channel Tunnel provided 
employment, as well as bringing many people to the 
area, and on completion the running of service still 
provides work for many.22
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Transport Links 

Bus Services: operated by Stagecoach (updated 21st 
March 2015): There are bus stops along Cheriton 
High Street, and a number of buses serve the 
Cheriton area.23

Trains services: Folkestone West (FKW) is one of 
only two train stations in Folkestone, and is operated 
by South Eastern Railway.24 

Motorway: M20 motorway is accessible to the 
north of Cheriton ward via Junction 12.

Eurotunnel: the Channel Tunnel is located within the 
Cheriton ward. Eurotunnel is a 50.5-kilometre (31.4 
mi) rail tunnel linking Folkestone, Kent, in the United 
Kingdom, with Coquelles, Pas-de-Calais, near Calais 
in northern France, beneath the English Channel at 
the Strait of Dover. The Tunnel carries high-speed 
Eurostar passenger trains, the Eurotunnel Shuttle 
for road vehicles – the largest such transport in the 
world and international freight trains.25 

Household earnings

The Acorn Profiler data shows that a greater 
proportion Cheriton households earn under 
£60,000 than the UK; and Cheriton is significantly 
underrepresented for households earning over 
£80,000.

The graph is from the Acorn customer profiling 
software and it shows how far above the UK average 
the Cheriton population is (a score of 50, means the 
proportion within Cheriton is 50% the size of the UK 
average).
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Economic activity

The 2011 census captured economic activity, and it shows Cheriton has a higher proportion (compared to 
Shepway and Kent) of people working part time and it has lower levels of self employed and retired people. 
The area is marginally above for the levels of students, and those looking after their family. 

The graph below shows activity as a proportion of the working age population (this is defined as the number 
of people aged 16-64)

Cheriton is underrepresented for employees operating in ‘Professional, scientific and technical activities’ or in 
manufacturing. However it is above Shepway and Kent for the proportion of people working in ‘Transport and 
storage’ ‘Administrative and support service activities’ and ‘Public administration and defence’. This reflects 
the major employees within and around Cheriton i.e. Eurotunnel, Shorncliffe Barracks and Saga.
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Primary Schools

Cheriton has 5 primary schools offering a number of school places. Primary schools located in Cheriton are 
St. Martins Church of England, Cheriton Primary, Morehall Primary, All Souls Church of England and Harcourt 
School. Many of the Primary schools also offer crèche/nursery facilities, notably Morehall and St. Martins.
 

St. Martins Church of England Primary School www.stmartinsfolkestone.com

Cheriton Primary School www.cheritonprimary.org.uk

Morehall Primary School www.morehall.kent.sch.uk

All Souls Church of England Primary School www.allsouls.kent.sch.uk

Harcourt Primary School www.harcourt.kent.sch.uk

Secondary Schools 

Pent Valley provides secondary level education, which attracts pupils from Folkestone, Hawkinge and Hythe. 
Pent Valley is the only specialist Technology College and Sports Academy in the area.  Pent Valley prides itself 
on being a fully inclusive community which caters for students of all abilities and in which the contribution 
of all students is valued.  The school is organised into three colleges; two for students in years 7 to 11 - Benz/
Sharman & Edison/Franklin, and one for post 16 - Dyson. Pent Valley also has an exclusion zone building, 
for Year 9 – 10 troubled youth excluded from school.  Pent Valley as a Technology College has a unique 
collaboration with East Kent College to deliver technical vocational education courses covering Science, 
Technology and Engineering. Pent Valley also offers Work Related Learning in Motor Vehicle, Engineering, 
Construction, Child Care, and Hair & Beauty.26

Catch 22, (a social business providing services that help people in tough situations to turn their lives around), 
has a Folkestone Study Programme delivered at Pent Valley School. The programme is fully funded by the 
Department for Education initiative providing an individual learning and training experience while enhancing 
employability skills for 16 to 18-years-old. 27

Pent Valley’s Community Involvement includes: Cookery lessons, Sugar craft classes, Christmas fair, Language 
School, and a base for church and Sunday school.

Pent Valley Technology College www.pentvalley.com

Education & Skills
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Nurseries, toddler groups and crèches

Cheriton has a large number of crèches and nurseries, to cater for the very young residents. 

Name of Group Ages/type Where and when

Morehall Pre-School/Nursery Nursery Chart Road, Folkestone

Ashfield Nursery Unit Nursery 7 Ashley Avenue, Folkestone

Shorncliffe Nursery Nursery Mackenzie Drive, Shorncliffe, 

Playbox Nursery Nursery Biggins Wood Road, Folkestone

First Learners Nursery Nursery St John Ambulance HQ, Broomfield Road

Jumping Jacks Nursery Cheriton Primary School

St. Martins Pre School Nursery St. Martins Community Centre

Baby Caterpillars Under 1 year
Mondays 1pm – 2.30pm at Caterpillars Children’s 
Centre

Toddler Group Toddlers Wednesday 10.00am at Cheriton Baptist Church

Sano Nanee Group 0 – 3 years 
Thursday 10am- 12pm, Term time only at Shorncliffe 
Community Hall, Mackenzie Drive 

Nepalese Pre-School Pre-School Tuesday mornings at Shorncliffe Community Hall

Caterpillars Children Centre 0 – 5 years

Located at the rear of Morehall School, Chart Road 
Groups include: Baby Play, Baby Massage, Messy 
Play, Music and Movement, Walk, Talk and Play, and 
a Monthly Dads Group

Age profile

Cheriton had 1,790 children aged under 10: 
 

Cheriton Shepway Kent

No. % of total population

0-3 (Early Years children) 670 5.2% 6.5% 5.8%

4-10 (Primary age children) 1,120 5.9% 7.3% 6.1%

11-18 (Secondary age children) 1,480 3.3% 4.9% 4.2%

0-19 (All children & young people) 3,470 1.1% 1.4% 1.2%
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Qualifications

23% of Cheriton residents have no qualifications, and 29.7% have A level qualifications and above. A smaller 
proportion of residents have achieved a level 4 qualification and above (diploma/ degree/ postgraduate 
study) than Shepway or Kent. Example qualifications:

Level 1 GCSE D–G Level 4 Diploma

Level 2 GCSE A-C Level 5 Foundation degree

Level 3 A level Level 6 Bachelors degree
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Health & Wellbeing
Sports clubs/societies/activities

Cheriton sports and leisure facilities include 5 play 
areas, 2 recreation fields, and 5 football fields, tennis 
courts, bowling and a cricket ground.  

Cheriton Bowls Clubxiii is located in Weymouth Rd.

Westbourne Cricket Clubxiv is located in Cherry 
Garden Avenue. 

Folkestone Aikidoxv a non-profit Japanese martial 
art club is based in Cheriton. With junior and adult 
classes run from All Souls’ School.

Pent Valley Leisure Centre, Bannatyne and Dynamix 
Leisure, all have gyms and offer a range of sports 
classes for the residents of Cheriton and Shepway. 
Cheriton is very close geographically to the Three 
Hills Sports Club and Folkestone Sports Centre, both 
located in the neighbouring ward of Broadmead. 

Pent Valley Leisure Centre  
Pent Valley Leisure Centre commonly known as 
PVLC is part of Pent Valley Technology College. 
PVLC opened in 2005 and was designed to provide 
accessible sporting opportunities to the children 
of Pent Valley Technology College and the local 
community with a focus on disability sport. In 2009 
Pent Valley Leisure Centre was also awarded the 
Fitness Industry Association (FIA) Flame Award 
2009 in the category of Educational Club of the year. 

Pent Valley Leisure Centre was also selected 
as a pre-games training camp for the London 
2012 Paralympics, offering use of facilities to 
paralympians training in Wheelchair Basketball, 
Sitting Volleyball, Boccia, Wheelchair Rugby and 
Wheelchair Fencing.28

Pent Valley Leisure facilities include: an accessible to 
all fitness suite, sports hall (four courts), and dance 
studio. The facilities are used for 5-a-side football, 

basketball, badminton, cricket, trampolining, new 
age curling, boccia, martial arts clubs and exercise 
classes. PVLC runs Valley Active; OFSTED registered 
holiday activities for children aged 5-14. Valley Active 
runs every school holiday. PVLC runs Valley Friday 
Fun Club; a multi-sports club for children with a 
disability aged 5-16 years. PVLC has an on-site bistro 
and offers children’s birthday parties.29  

Bannatyne’s Folkestone  
Bannatyne’s Folkestone is an exclusive member’s 
only club. Situated in the Shearway Business Park, 
it offers solutions to individual fitness needs, from 
rigorous workouts to gentle exercise. 

Bannatyne’s offers a range of classes including: Abs 
Attack, Aqua, Spin, Pilates, Step, Yoga and Young at 
Heart. It’s facilities include a 20m heated swimming 
pool, resistance and cardiovascular machines, 
spinning studio, free weights area, sauna, steam 
room, cafe bar, sunbeds, aerobics studios, spa pool, 
retail shop and functional training zone. Its services 
also include fitness assessments, personal training 
sessions, swimming lessons and nutritional advice.30

Dynamix Leisure Gym 
Dynamix Leisure Gym is a family run gym, located 
in Firs Lane. Dynamix Leisure allows none gym 
members to attend all fitness classes. Dynamix 
Leisure gym offers multiple activities for all levels to 
keep fit and get in shape. The gym is equipped with 
a large range of ISO Machines, resistance machines, 
separate newly built free weights room and also a 
fully equipped cardiovascular suite. 

Dynamix Leisure facilities include a shop, studio, 
championship squash court, public bar and function 
rooms for hire. Services offered include personal 
trainers, physio therapists and gym instruction. 
Dynamix offers classes such as Zumba, Muay Thai 
Boxing, Spin, Body Workout, Yoga and Pilates.31
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Youth 

Cheriton Youth, in 2008 requested better youth provision, the ‘What4’, youth and community engagement 
project was set up to work with the young people of Cheriton in partnership with SDC and Folkestone 
Town Councilxvi. The resulting Cheriton Young Persons Working Group looked at regeneration of parks and 
leisure space in Cheriton. Young people were surveyed to consult and assess youth play facilities at Cheriton 
Recreation Ground32, the findings highlighted the need for skate and bmx facilities. Cheriton Recreation 
Ground, in recent years has had new play equipment and street lighting. Future plans, include a skatepark.

Some of Cheriton’s youth provision is provided by Cheriton Baptist Church33 they offer after school club, youth 
drop-ins and a school holiday club. 

One night a week Kent County Councilxvii runs a mobile youth club from a van in Stanley Road. Other 
community youth work has focused on sports for example football coaching at Cheriton Recreation 
Ground.  Pent Valley Leisure Centre offers youth sports activities. Youth sports provision can be found in the 
neighbouring ward of Broadmead home to Three Hills Sports Parkxviii and Folkestone Sports Centrexix. 

Cheriton has the usual providers: The Scout Association – 1st Cheriton Scouts groupxx is based in Hawkins 
Road, also St. George’s Scout Group is based close to Gordon Road. The two Scout groups have Beavers, Cubs, 
Scouts and Explorer Scout sections. The Army Cadetsxxi have their own meeting hall, located on Church Road.  
The Brownie and Guide packs 1st and 2nd Cheritonxxii meet at St. Andrews Church hall in Cheriton. St. John’s 
Ambulancexxiii runs a Badgers Youth Group from its hall in Broomfield Crescent.   

Theatrical youth pursuits are offered by Folkestone Hythe Operatic and Dramatic Society35 in the next ward 
of Sandgate and West Folkestone. Strange Cargo36, have run many community art projects, offering art 
workshops to youth.

Kidz Planetxxiv a commercial organisation runs a large indoor play facility that attracts families from across 
Shepway. The facility located in Cheriton caters for ages from and exclusively for large private events. Previous 
hirers have included disabled youth groups.

Organisations delivering health services

Cheriton has one GP practice The White Housexxv located in the High Street. Cheriton also has a community 
health clinic the Baker Road Clinicxxvi. 

There are three pharmacies in Cheriton: Tesco’s Pharmacyxxvii, Paydens and Taylors (both owned by Paydens 
Pharmacyxxviii) It should be noted that Paydens and Cheriton Post Office37 share the same building, this makes 
Paydens a very popular pharmacy with users of the Post Office. 

Cheriton dentist and optical health provision is provided by Cheriton Dental Surgeryxxix and David Snow 
Opticiansxxx. FootHousexxxi offers foot care services and is a Podiatry and Biomechanics clinic in Cheriton. 

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services CAMHSxxxii are located at Cherry Tree House, Cheriton High 
Street. CAMHS delivers psychological and psychiatric services for children and young people up to 18 years of 
age who present problems in mental or emotional health. 
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United Response38 xxxiii, Provides 24 hour support to adult clients with learning disability and mental health, 
either in the community, or needs residential care on or in the local community.

Safe Hand Mobility Centres Ltdxxxiv located in Cheriton High Street, offers the largest range of mobility and 
rehabilitation aids in the South East. Also offers a home visit service. 

Caterpillars Children Centre39, Chart Road, Folkestone Kent, offers Health Services: Well Baby Clinic, Antenatal 
Clinic, Development Checks, Midwife, and Health Visitors. 

Complementary Medicine is provided in Cheriton by The Clinic of Complementary Medicinexxxv, whilst Joy 
Lane Clinicxxxvi located at Dynamix Leisure40, Firs Lane, caters for Osteopathy, Physiotherapy & Sports Injury. 

Cheriton Young Persons’ Clinic, located in Pent Valley School41, is a confidential drop in clinic every Tuesday 
afternoon, term time only. The clinic is for young people in Cheriton including those under 16 years old. The 
clinic is run by a qualified sexual health nurse. 

Peoples health: 

The 2011 Census required people to give a self assessment on how they feel about their health. Only 5.1% of 
Cheriton residents indicated that they feel in bad or very bad health. Generally, the proportion of people within 
each criterion is similar to Shepway and Kent.  

Cheriton Shepway Kent

Very good health 46.8% 42.2% 46.7%

Good health 34.8% 36.1% 34.9%

Fair health 13.3% 15.2% 13.3%

Bad health 3.8% 4.9% 4.0%

Very bad health 1.3% 1.5% 1.1%

 
Cheriton residents are more likely (than UK average) to have the following health related characteristics. The 
graph overleaf is from the Acorn customer profiling software and it shows how far above the UK average 
the Cheriton population is (a score of 125, means the proportion within Cheriton is 25% higher than the UK 
average).
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10.6% (1347) residents are providing some level of unpaid care within Cheriton, of these: 
• 762 provide under twenty hours a week
• 381 provide over fifty hours, which equates to 28% of nonpaid carers, which is above the average for 

Kent (24%)

Health indicators:

These are high profile health indicators where Cheriton has higher proportion of its population accessing 
services than the county average for the following42 conditions:  
 

Cheriton Shepway Kent

Emergency admissions for Acute Myocardial 
Infarction (aka heart attack)

194.38 142.09 128.46

Emergency admissions for diabetes 138.02 78.05 77.58

Admissions for revascularisation 162.34 151.85 125.47

Under 75 mortality from cancer 143.10 140.22 131.09

Under 75 mortality from circulatory 80.67 77.42 70.31

Under 75 mortality from respiratory 34.02 35.77 16.78
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Emergency admissions for Acute Myocardial Infarction (aka heart attack)

 

Emergency admissions for diabetes
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Admissions for revascularisation

 

Mortality from cancer for people under 75 (per 100,000, 2010-14)
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Mortality rate from respiratory disease for people under 75yo (per 100,000, 2010- 14)
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Housing
In 2011 there were 5112 households in Cheriton with 4,951 of them occupied: 

Cheriton Shepway Kent

Household spaces with residents 96.85% 95.00% 95.4%

Household spaces without residents 3.15% 5.00% 4.6%

Almost half the residential properties in Cheriton are classified as terraced housing this is considerably above 
the Shepway or county figure:  

Shepway Kent

Detached houses/ bungalows 26.97% 25.1%

Semi-detached houses 24.13% 30.5%

Terraced houses 22.08% 24.8%

Flats or maisonettes 26.27% 18.7%

Caravans/ temporary 0.56% 0.9%

 
The lower levels of bungalows and detached housing reflect the urbanised and dense nature of the built 
environment in Cheriton. 

Many of the terraced properties in Cheriton often have three floors (typically they are more like town houses 
than ‘two up and two down’), this is reflected in the Acorn profile of Cheriton which shows it is above the UK 
average for the proportion of homes with 3-4 bedrooms:
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Housing ownership

Approximately one-third of Cheriton residents are in rented accommodation, with nearly two-thirds owner 
occupiers of their property. A small number of people are in shared ownership or are living rent free. 

Cheriton Shepway Kent

Owner occupied households 3,210 64.8% 64.8% 67.3%

Owns outright 1,474 29.8% 35.3% 33.1%

Owns with a mortgage or loan 1,736 35.1% 29.5% 34.2%

Rented households 1,672 33.8% 33.4% 30.4%

Rented from a local authority 458 9.3% 6.9% 5.8%

Rented from an housing 
association

146 2.9% 4.3% 8.1%

Privately rented 882 17.8% 20.2% 15.1%

Other rented 186 3.8% 2.0% 1.5%

Living Rent Free 49 1.0% 1.3% 1.3%

Shared ownership 20 0.4% 0.5% 1.0%

 
Cheriton has a slightly lower proportion than Shepway or Kent of the total number of residential properties of 
households that are owned outright. 
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The majority of renters are in the private market, and Cheriton has a higher proportion of people living in a 
local authority home. 

 
The graph below is from the Acorn customer profiling software and it shows that Cheriton is over represented 
(compared to the UK) for owner occupiers but underrepresented for renters.

 

Housing values: 

The graph below from the Acorn customer profiling software shows that Cheriton has a larger proportion of 
properties with a value under £250,000 than the UK and a smaller proportion for properties over £500,000.

 76.6% of homes in Cheriton are within council tax band B and C. This equates to 3,844 properties (typically 
Band A is for the smallest properties and Band H are the largest):  

Band A 319

Band B 2,113

Band C 1,732

Band D 545

Band E 175

Band F 120

Band G 11

Band H 0
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Cheriton has a higher proportion of band B and band C homes than Shepway or Kent. However, the proportion 
of band E and F homes is much lower. 
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Neighbourhood/Community
Resident Associations 

Cheriton Matters is a website ‘where Cheriton 
comes first’ with the tag line ‘if it’s Cheriton it 
matters’, the website is a platform for what is taking 
place in Cheriton, the site has heading focusing on 
play areas, planning, bins, road names and more. 
The website has an online community opinion 
questionnaire.43

South Cheriton Action Groupxxxvii is a community 
group, set up by residents in the immediate vicinity 
of the proposed Shorncliffe development. The 
group has a facebook page and a page on Cheriton 
Matters.  

Community Wardenxxxviii in Cheriton works closely 
with the community, offering support and advice. 
Cheriton ward has two Police Community Support 
Officer’s (PCSO’s) covering the Cheriton and 
Morehall area.44

Chilham Road Association is a residents group 
that has been involved in monitoring anti-social 
behaviour and parking permits.

Key Groups 

Cheriton has many community organisations 
committed to helping the people of Cheriton. Many 
activities and clubs are run from Places of Worship 
including coffee morning, to sports and social clubs; 
please see under Places of Worship, website details. 

Age UK Folkestonexxxix 
Age UK Folkestone, has been supporting older 
people in the area for over 50 years. They offer a 
wide range of activities and services to support 
older people, from chair-based exercise, managing 
finances, social care advice to meals at home. Age 
UK Folkestone has worked on many community 
projects, including working with local schools and 
Strange Cargo. 

Cheriton Baptist Churchxi  
Cheriton Baptist Church offers a variety of 
community service: from toddler mornings, to 
Nepali Church services. Cheriton Baptist Church is 
committed to providing youth services.45 Cheriton 
Baptist Church works in partnership with local 
community organisation and works very closely with 
SDC on anti- social behaviour initiatives, such as 
Urban Pastors, a service assisting people in need on 
the Folkestone streets. 

The Community Networkxii 
Run by United Response located in Cheriton High 
Street, offers a variety of activities that help support 
people, build confidence and reduce social isolation. 
Activities offered include music, IT, drama, dance 
and singing. Plus a drop in group for various ages 
and abilities. The Community Network works closely 
with other community organisations, for example its 
recent Pantomime was held at the Cheriton Baptist 
Church hall. 

Folkestone Nepalese Communityxiii 
Established in 2005, this is a community group that 
offers support, advice and celebrates the Nepalese 
people and their culture. The Nepalese community 
in Cheriton meet at various groups, for example, the 
Nepalese Veterans meet at Cheriton Library46 on a 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesdays. The Nepalese 
Community hold cultural events to engage with the 
local community. At present some cultural events 
are being run outside of Cheriton at Hawkinge 
Community Centre.

The Schools of Cheriton have engaged with the 
Cheriton community, by donating Christmas Trees. 
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Planning & Development:
Major development site:  
Shorncliffe Garrison Redevelopment

Residential developers Taylor Wimpey have 
prepared proposals for the redevelopment of MOD 
Shorncliffe Garrison site in Cheriton, Folkestone. 
The proposed development site covers a total area 
of approximately 77 hectares and is largely located 
to the south of Cheriton Church Road; with a small 
section of land (St Martin’s Plain) situated to the 
west of Church Road and Horn Street. It is proposed 
that Shorncliffe Garrison land will be released for 
development in four phases over the next 20 year. 

The site is allocated in the Shepway Local Plan 
2013 (Policy SS7) which establishes the principle 
of redeveloping the site for residential, recreation, 
education and community uses as part of the 
MOD’s Shorncliffe Rationalisation Project.47

The proposed development includes:
• 1200 houses 
• 50% proposed will be 3 –bedroom 

properties or larger
• 30% being affordable housing
• New Primary school 
• New GP Surgery
• New Cadet/community changing facilities
• Open space to be improved – conservation 

area
• Play facilities
• Improved traffic control
• Increased bus service 

Broadband 

Information on the provision of internet and 
broadband services in this ward is constantly 
changing as telecoms providers upgrade their 
networks. To get information about the quality 
of services in your area, you may wish to visit 
the websites for BT Openreach48, Broadband 
StreetStats49 or UK Exchange Mapping50.

Planning applications

Visit the Shepway District Council planning portal 
for information on planning applications in this area: 
http://searchplansapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-
applications/
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Physical Assets 
Designated Space (SSSI, AONB etc)

The Kent Downs, Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB) covers 878 sq. km from the White 
Cliffs at Dover and Folkestone to the Surrey Border51. 
A part of the Kent Downs run along the north of the 
Cheriton ward: Danton Lane, part of Eurotunnel’s 
Terminal Service Ring Road and Crete Road West 
are within the Kent Downs AONB. 

The Folkestone White Horse52 overlooks Cheriton 
from the Downs north of the Channel Tunnel 

terminal. The earthworks of Folkestone Castle53 are 
just to the east54.

The North Downs are a ridge of chalk hills in south 
east England that stretch from Farnham in Surrey 
to the Whites Cliffs of Dover in Kent55. The top of 
the Cheriton ward is classed as a site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI), designated for biological 
and geological interest, the area is part of the SSSI 
Folkestone to Etchinghill Escarpment site.56 

Play Areas and parks

Cheriton has many areas of physical space housing, 
play areas, football pitches, tennis courts and a 
cricket ground. It has two large recreational grounds 
Cheriton and Morehall. Cheriton has a large number 
of play areas to cater for young children.

Roman Way Park. Suitable for children aged 4-10 
years old. There is a small play unit with a fireman’s 
pole and slide, and there are swings and a rocker.  
There is also a small football goal. This park is in 
the far West of Cheriton, near the superstore Tesco 
(Junction 12 off of the M20).  

Naseby Avenue Park. Suitable for children aged 3-5 
years and 4-12 years. Naseby Avenue has a park 
with a small play unit for children aged 3-5 years 
and a large play unit for children aged 4-12 years. 
There is bench seating, and as always; a safety 
surface. The park can be found in the open space in 
the middle of Naseby Avenue, on the south side. 

Firs Lane Park. Suitable for children between six 
and 12 years old. Firs Lane Play Area has a play unit 
including a slide and a climbing wall.  There are also 
two swings, spinning stools and bench seating.  
Harcourt Primary School worked hard to raise the 
funds for the equipment at this park and the children 
choose the design of the equipment.

Pine Way Park. Suitable for children of ages 4-10 
years old. A small infants’ park in North Cheriton.  
There are cradle seat swings, flat seat swings and an 
infants’ slide.  The park is located on the south side, 
in the open space between Pine Way and Biggins 
Wood Road (near Harcourt Primary School).

Cheriton Recreational Ground. Suitable for children 
between two and 15 years old. This is a large play 
area with lots of facilities ranging from a 5-a-side 
football pitch to balancing beams and swings.  There 
is also a basketball hoop and a kick-around, 5- a-side 
hard area. The site comprises of an open grassed 
public recreation field on three levels with children’s 
play equipment and a hard court area on the 
lower level (east) and a dog exercise area and two 
informal football pitches on the middle level. The 
park has had recent new lighting and trees. There is 
a Nepalese-themed wood sculpture developed with 
All Souls Primary School and Pent Valley Technology 
College and an Everest-style climbing challenge.  The 
park is in Stanley Road.

Morehall Recreational Ground. Suitable for older 
children aged 6 years+. This is a large, green 
recreation ground it’s facilities include swings, a play 
unit with a slide, balancing beam, stepping stones 
large open field area, football pitch, Basketball 
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hoop and a dog walking area. The park is located in 
Cheriton, in the open space between Cherry Garden 
Lane and Cherry Garden Avenue.  

Allotments

Cheriton has 3 allotment areas, allowing local 
residents the chance to grow their own fruit and 
vegetables. The Allotments are managed by 
Folkestone Town Council and are located in Tile Kiln 
Lane, Exeter Close and Church Road.

Public Toilets 

Cheriton has one public convenience located in 
Somerset Road, with disabled facilities.57 

Walking routes/bridal paths

There are 525 miles (840 km) of public rights-
of-way in Shepway and Dover. The White Cliffs 
Countryside Partnership (WCCP) has done a lot to 
encourage walking and improve walking facilities.58

North part of Cheriton Ward is part of the 
Folkestone Downs which has spectacular views 
across the town of Folkestone. It is possible to walk 
through Folkestone Downs area. The North Downs 
Way national trail passes through the area and 
cyclists can enjoy the Folkestone Downs on National 
Cycle Route No. 2 that leads from Dover through 
Folkestone and on to the West Country.59

Buildings/heritage assets

Community and Village Halls: Cheriton has many 
community and village halls across the ward. Many 
of the halls are attached to churches, or are specific 
types of halls, for example the Red Cross Hall, 
Army Cadet Hall and Salvation Army hall. Some of 
Cheriton community space includes the potential 
use of Strange Cargo’s premises.  Community space 
is also available for hire in some schools and leisure 
facilities across the area.

Folkestone West Railway Station: is one of two 
open railway stations in Folkestone, Kent. This 
station is operated by Southeastern.60

Cheriton Library Cheriton library is a hub for many 
community groups covering all ages. For example, 
groups who meet there include: Baby Rhyme 
time for pre-school children, to the more mature 
participants of Talk Time and the Nepali elder 
groups. It has been a focal point of many community 
projects. For example, a community artwork rug 
produced by the residents of Cheriton resides in the 
library, led by Strange Cargo. 

Post Office Cheriton: Located at 38 – 40 Cheriton 
High Street, is very much a hub of Cheriton as it is 
the main post office and also shares its building with 
pharmacy Paydens. It is often frequented by the 
retired of Cheriton.

Longport Police Station, Eurotunnel Terminal: 
A port/border police station, headquarters for 
CTPU (Channel Tunnel Police Unit.) Located in the 
neighbouring ward of North Downs East, Longport 
is the local office for Special Branch and Armed 
Response Unit.

St. Martin’s Church: St Martin’s church is over a 
thousand years old, and is a Grade I listed building. 
This building is the oldest church in Folkestone and 
the parish church of Cheriton. The original building 
(consisting of the nave and tower) was built prior to 
900AD. The church has an original Saxon doorway 
into the tower and a Saxon window above.

Folkestone Castle: Stood on a spur of the North 
Downs to the north of Folkestone. Known locally 
as “Caesar’s Camp”, it is not actually Roman at all, 
but was probably constructed as early as 1095 and 
was certainly occupied for some time following 
the Norman invasion. The hill on which it stands is 
known as Castle Hill and it affords splendid views 
over the town and coast. The fort earthwork remains 
of Folkestone Castle overlook the end of the M20 
motorway and the entrance to the Channel Tunnel 
at Cheriton.61 
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Places of Worship 

The places of worship in Cheriton are Christian, including a number of faith groups: Catholic, Protestant and 
Methodist religions. The places of worship offer a variety of services from Coffee Mornings at St. Andrews 
Church to Toddler groups at Cheriton Baptist Church. 

Two of the churches: St. Martins and All Souls are part of Cheriton Churches a four parish ‘benefice.’62 The 
several churches of Cheriton are part of Churches Together Folkestone63, who work together to assist the 
community. There is a regular church meeting held by the Pentecostal Church at Broomfield Road. Cheriton 
has a large Hindu population; religious provision is in the neighbouring Sandgate & West Folkestone ward. 

There are a lower proportion of Cheriton residents who indicated in the 2011 Census that they are of Christian 
faith:

Name Website 

Cheriton Baptist Church www.cheritonbaptist.co.uk 

All Souls Church www.cheritonchurches.org.uk/ 

Cheriton Pentecostal Church www.cheritonpentecostalchurch.co.uk/ 

St. Martins Church www.cheritonchurches.org.uk/ 

St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church www.doverdpcrc.org.uk/PARISHES 

St. Georges Church http://www.trinitybenefice.co.uk/st-georges/ 

St. Andrews Methodist Church www.southkentmethodistcircuit.org.uk 

South Kent Community Church www.skcc.info 

 
Cheriton has much higher proportions of people indicating they are Hindu or Buddhist, which correlates with 
the ethnic profile of the area (detailed in the next section). 

Cheriton Shepway Kent

Christian 55.4% 62.3% 62.5%

Sikh 0.05% 0.03% 0.72%

Muslim 0.85% 0.74% 0.95%

Jewish 0.07% 0.07% 0.12%

Hindu 6.79% 1.44% 0.75%

Buddhist 3.79% 0.89% 0.46%

Other religion 0.36% 0.47% 0.42%

No religion 24.9% 26.5% 26.8%

Religion not stated 7.9% 7.6% 7.3%
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Arts & Culture
Groups

Folkestone & Hythe Operatic & Dramatic Societies 
Is an amateur theatre group, just over the border 
of Cheriton Ward, located in Sandgate and West 
Folkestone ward. It is a charitable organisation, 
producing and performing several different shows 
a year at its own venue, the Tower Theatre located 
in North Road, Shorncliffe in neighbouring ward. 
The society also has a youth section, which puts on 
three performances a year at the Tower Theatre: the 
Brigadier Thomas Memorial Competition, a summer 
show and a Christmas revue.

Strange Cargo 
Cheriton is home to Strange Cargo, the arts 
group that creates public and visual arts projects, 
celebratory events and arts programmes with the 
Folkestone community. Strange Cargo community 
projects include Cheriton Lights festival, working 
closely with the Cheriton residents. 

Strange Cargo also organises and runs Charivari 
Day, a summer outdoor carnival event. The annual 
procession features live bands and colourful 
costumes and displays, designed and built by local 
artists and hundreds of local school children who 
also take part in the procession.64

Events and venues 

The 2nd Battalion the Royal Gurkha Rifles Open Day 
24 April 2015, celebrating 200 years of Service to 
the Crown. 

Cheriton Lights (biennial event last held 2014), 
a festival illuminating the streets of Cheriton: the 
High Street and some residential streets of Cheriton 
run by Strange Cargo working with the Cheriton 
community. 

Tourist Attractions

The Folkestone White Horse: The landmark of 
the White Horse is located on the escarpment of 
Cheriton Hill, overlooking the Eurotunnel terminal. 
The White Horse on Cheriton Hill was constructed 
in 2003 to a design by local artist Charles 
Newington. The Symbol of the White Horse is the 
emblem for SDC. 
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Crime
Detailed crimes statistics for each local area are available from www.police.uk. Shepway District Council 
officers and councillors can access mapped crime data from the Atlas GIS under the ‘Statistical Information’ 
layer.

Cheriton’s Community Warden offers safety talks in the community across Cheriton, at coffee morning 
drop-ins, toddler groups to the more mature at Age UK. Age UK Folkestone offers community safety advice 
including home security and a trader’s directory.  
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