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IMPORT PRICE INDEX - March 2019 QUARTER
(Base Period: March 2009 quarter = 100.0)

Highlights of the quarter

e Import Price Index fell 13.8 percent from
the December 2018 quarter.

e Mineral Products index recorded the largest
decrease (down 24.7 percent).

Overview

The Import Price Index for the March 2019
quarter showed an overall decrease of 13.8
percent from the December 2018 quarter.
Mineral products index was the main driver for
the current decrease (down 24.7 percent). In
comparison with the March 2018 quarter, the
current import price index fell 4.9 percent.

The four quarters ending March 2019 showed a
10.3 percent increase in the overall import price
index compared with the four quarters ending
March 2018 quarter. See table 1 and graph 1.
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HS Section 1: Live Animals; Animal Products
prices fall 0.3%.

In the March 2019 quarter, ‘Live animals and
animal products’ price fell 0.3 percent from the
December 2018 quarter. This fall was influenced
by lower prices of meat products (down 1.3
percent), reflecting lower prices of poultry meats
(down 9 percent). When compared with the
March 2018 quarter, the current live animals
and animal products index decreased 1.4
percent.

Reviewing the four quarters ending March 2019
over the four quarters ending March 2018, the
current overall live animals and animal products
index increased 1.9 percent. See tables 1 and 2
and graph 2.

Graph 2: Aminal Products
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HS Section 2: Vegetable Products prices rise
11.1%.

Import prices for ‘Vegetable Products’ in the
March 2019 quarter rose 11.1 percent from the
December 2018 quarter. This was mainly led by
higher prices of vegetable products (up 44.1
percent). Prices for cereals and milled products



were also increased. In comparison with the
corresponding quarter of 2018, the current
vegetable products index increased 9.1 percent.

Reviewing the four quarters ending March 2019
over the four quarters ending March 2018, the
current overall vegetable products index
increased 0.8 percent. See tables 1 & 2 and graph
3.

Graph 3: Vegetables Products
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HS Section 3: Animal or Vegetable fats & oils
prices rise 0.3%.

Animal or Vegetable fats & oils price rose 0.3
percent in the March 2019 quarter from the
previous quarter. The current increase was
driven by higher prices for margarine (up 2.3
percent). In comparison with the March 2018
quarter, the current animal or vegetable fats and
oils index increased 0.1 percent.

The four quarters ending March 2019 showed a
1.1 percent increase in the overall animal or
vegetable fats and oils index over the four
quarters ending March 2018. See tables 1 & 2
and graph 4.

Graph 4: Fats & oils
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HS Section 4: Food and Beverages prices fall
3.3 %.

‘Food and Beverages’ import prices fell 3.3
percent in the March 2019 quarter. This fall was
mainly driven by lower prices for canned fish
(down 12.1 percent) and corned beef (down 6.0
percent). In comparison with the March 2018
quarter, the current food and beverages index
decreased 1.8 percent.

In comparing the four quarters ending March
2019 over the four quarters ending March 2018,
the overall food and beverages index decreased
1.5 percent. See tables 1 & 2 and graph 5.

Graph 5: Food & Beverage
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HS Section 5: Mineral Products price rise
24.7%.

In the March 2019 quarter, mineral products
import prices recorded a 24.7 percent decrease
from the previous quarter. In comparison with
the March 2018 quarter, the current mineral
products index decreased 9.7 percent.




The overall mineral products index in the four
quarters ending March 2019 was 20.6 percent
higher than the four quarters ending March
2018. See tables 1 & 2 and graph 6.

Graph 6: Mineral fuels
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Technical Notes

The Import Price Index (MPI) measures changes
in the cost, insurance, and freight (CIF) prices of
imports of merchandise into Samoa. It is a fixed
weight index with March 2009 quarter = 100.0
and is calculated on a quarterly basis using the
International Harmonized System of Trade
Classification (HS). The items included in the
index were selected on the basis of their
importance to the total import.

The scope of the MPI relates to the following
sections of the International Harmonized System
of Trade Classification (HS): 1. Live Animals:
Animal Products, 2. Vegetable Products, 3.
Animal or Vegetable fats and oils, 4. Food and
Beverages and 5. Mineral Products, The index
represents 50 percent of total Imports.

The June 2019 quarter MPI report is expected to
be available on 9t August 2019.

Wl

Aliimuamua Malaefono Taua — T. Faasalaina
GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN/(CEO)




[MPORT PRICE INDEX

Base: March 2009 Quarter = 100.0

Table |
206 07 208 M9 | YChange
Mar 19/ | Mar 19/
CODE|  DESCRIPTION | Weight | Declf | Marl? Junl?  Sepl?  Deel? | Marl§ | Junl8 | Sepld | Decl8 | Marlp) | Decl8 | Marl§
ANTMAL PRODUCTS 89 | 1079 | 108 | &7 | IR | LA6 | 18§ | 1M1 | I&F ) DA | 1ME | 43| 14
I M N2 | 08 | 106 | 106 | 186 | BLT | BI§ | 10T | 113 | BLf | 189 ) 13| 3
4 Dary B8 | 078 | M6 | 1069 | 1066 | 103 | 137 | M3 M13 ) 194 ) 123 | 26 | L2
. |VEGETABLEPRODUCTS | 97 | B06 | 80 | 85 | &1 | N4 | 801 | %9 | 82 | 87 | %1 | 11| Al
T Vestables 70 | 151 By | 12§ | 103 | 107 | 133 Iy o 187 | 1034 | 119 | 41} 2Bl
0| Cerls W) eI | 62 | 887 | 60 | 6% | 4 | o4 | 667 | 664 | 613 | 14| 1]
11} Milkd prods. ) O T A I A I I 1 O I
M. |FATS&OILS 1 | Bl 83 | 86 | 83 | W3 [ W8 | W o) w4 W6 | Wy | 03] o0l
1§ Fasdols 00 | 91 | §3 | 86 | B3 | W3 [ WS | W | W04 | W6 | Wy | 030
IV.  |FOOD & BEVERAGE B8 | %4 | W01 | 1058 | @3 | 1Mo l0Ls | T | 1o 100 | %7 | 33| L8
16| ComedBeef Convedfish | 436 | 813 | 84 | 87 | &7 | 86 | 82 | 61 | Q8 | W3 | 8T | 4T O
1T Sugars A 18| 140 ) I 103 | Ied4 | 1803 | 1T | 1307 | W8 o 60| 21| a8
19 Coretls LT T O T T O 1 Y 5 A I
MINERALPRODUCTS | 408 | 812 | 104 | %9 | %06 | 1085 | 172 | 180 | 139 | M0§ | 1058 | 47| 47
M Mieral foek 0| $12 | 004 | %9 | W§ | 083 | 172 | R0 | 129 | 16 | 168 | U7 | 4T
Total, All groups 100 | 929 | 1001 | 1021 | 990 | 1072 | 1124 | 1128 | 1203 | 1239 | 1069 | 13§ | 48

Source. Samoa Bureau Statitizs (Economizs Divicion)

(P} Provisional fizwres




INPORT PRICE INDEX
Base: March 2009 Quarter = 100.0

Table 2
016 2017 2018 201% |29Change
Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec Mar Jun Sep Dec Mar Mar
Z0l6 | 2017 2017 2017 2017 | 2018 018 2018 ZOLE | 2019 |19/Dec 18
L ANIZMAL PRODUCTS
02 Meat 107.8 | 110.6 | 120.6 | 128.6 | 131.7 | 131.8 | 130.7 | 131.3 | 131.6 | 129.9 -1.3
0204 Shee 1744 | 1825 | 198.7 | 200.0 | 2120 | 2246 | 221.4 | 2206 | 2275 | 2370 4.3
0207 Poultry T4.0 T4.0 B30.9 87.7 o5 34.7 B4.5 859 52.9 755 -9.0
04 Dairy 107.9 | 111.6 | 1069 | 1046 | 110.5 | 113,7 ( 111.5 | 111.3 | 1094 | 112 2.6
0401 NIillc 01.1 03.6 02.9 02.6 052 10402 066 6.7 037 05.9 2.4
0402 Nille, cone. 122.% | 127.1 | 1228 | 131.2 | 1249 | 128.7 | 1252 | 1251 | 1232 | 127.4 3.4
0405 Butter 00.1 064 06.5 100.9 | 96.0 50.0 082 6.1 04 6 07.9 3.4
0407 Egss 1629 | 1642 | 1416 | 1244 | 1562 | 15344 | 1553 | 156.8 | 157.7 | 1601 1.5
II. VECETABLE PRODUCTS
07 Vegetables 1152 | 131.5 | 111.5 | 130.5 | 127.7 | 123.3 11,5 | 113.7 | 1054 | 151.9 44.1
0701 Potatoss 585 1257 | 1231 | 1538 | 151.8 | 134.5 | 1359 | 131.1 | 101l.6 | 158.6 S6.1
0703 Onions 148.5 | 139.0 08.7 100.5 | 96.5 108.8 | 105.1 | 91.2 1104 | 1431 295
10 Cereals 64.5 65.2 68.T 61.0 68.8 66.4 68.4 66,7 66.4 6T7.3 1.4
1006 Rice 645 652 68.7 62.0 68.8 66.4 68 .4 667 66 4 673 1.4
11 Milled prods. 79.1 77.9 BT.0 o921 B9.4 B8.2 B6.5 2 91.0 8935 2.7
1101 Wheat 78.1 779 37.0 62.1 594 38.2 36.5 892 ol.0 93.5 2.7
III. FATS & OILS
15 Fats & oils BT.1 BT.3 BB.6 BB.B o0.5 90.8 °90.7 o0.4 90.6 o90.9 0.3
1507 Sowa-bzan 1000 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 1000 | 1000 | 2000 | 100.0 | 1000 | 1000 | 100.0 0.0
1516 Hydrogenated T6.0 759 B0.7 785 85.8 842 B5.8 86.1 B7.8 B6.7 -1.3
1517 Margarine B58.5 281 379 o0& 58.0 o0.4 B58.5 873 B86.2 58.2 2.3
IV. FOOD, BEVERAGCES& TOBACCO
16 Meat, fish B1.3 BS.4 B1.7 BS.7 BS.6 Bl1.2 B3.1 90,8 90.5 B1.7 -9.7
1602 Corned Baaf 1181 | 1197 | 1136 | 1172 | 1130 | 1134 | 1126 | 120.7 | 1126 | 1058 -6.0
1604 Cannad fish 64.8 701 67.4 71.6 733 667 60.8 773 B20.6 70.8 -12.1
17 Sugars 1528 | 154.0 | 177.5 | 160.3 | 162.4 | 160.5 | 162.7 | 150.7 | 147.9 | 151.0 2.1
1701 Cans, bast 152.8 | 1540 | 177.5 | 16053 | 1624 | 160.5 | 162.7 | 150.7 | 1470 | 151.0 2.
19 Cereals B4.1 B3.3 BS.0 B4.7 B6.3 Bs.1 B4.7 B4.8 B&.T B5.9 -
1902 Pasta B2 B2.0 B52.6 70.0 82.0 30.1 787 T9.8 B3.0 204 -3.2
1905 Bread 56.9 549 38.0 G1.9 G1.8 91.5 o0.g o1.2 ol.4 G3.0 1.7
V. MINEFRAL PRODUCTS
27 Mineral fuels B7.2 | 101.4 | 98.9 906 | 1055 | 117.2 | 118.0 | 1329 | 140.6 | 1058 -24.7
2710 Petroleum odls B72 101.4 | 98.9 006 105.5 | 117.2 | 118.0 | 1329 | 1406 | 105 24.7

Sowrce: Samoa Bureou Statistics (Economics Divisior)

(P} Provisional fisures




