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Meeting Notes 

 
Meeting Location Buckingham Council 

Chambers 
Client Buckinghamshire 

County Council 
 Meeting Date/Time 24th July 2013 9.30am Project Buckingham and 

Marlow SWMP 
 Subject Buckingham SWMP Project No. B1279843 

 Participants Lee Stevens (BCC), David 
Cobby (Jacobs), Alexia 
Rogers-Wright (Jacobs), 
Ivan Crome (AVDC), Emma 
Chilton (AVDC), David 
Smith (TfB), Terry Cavender 
(Local Area Forum / 
Buckingham Canal 
Society), Najem Montadhar 
(Anglian Water), John 
Oldfield (IDB), Claire 
Jouvray (EA), Cllr Robin 
Stutchbury (County Cllr), 
Chris Wayman 
(Buckingham TC), Cllr Paul 
Hirons (Buckingham TC) 
Apologies: Cllr Warren 
Whyte (County Cllr), Sophie 
Williamson (BCC) 

Notes Prepared By Alexia Rogers-
Wright & David 
Cobby 

   File Buckingham SWMP 
Meeting 
Minutes.doc 

     

 
Notes 

Action 

 
1. Introduction 

Lee Stevens, Buckinghamshire County Council 

 Brief introduction to meeting and background to meeting; surface 
water, groundwater and other local sources of flooding.  

 As reported in the PFRA in 2010, Buckingham had the highest 
reported occurrence of sewer flooding in the county.  

 Brief outline of work undertaken to date.  

2. Full brief of study to date 

Dr David Cobby, Jacobs 
Presentation delivered with the following contributions relating to 
occurrences of past flooding:  
 
Buckingham Town Centre:  
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 Flooding occurred in November 2012 in Chandos Park and 
Cornwalls Meadow (likely to be fluvial flooding).  

 Flooding in 2007 at March Edge was sewer flooding and at Fishers 
Field was surface water flooding.  

 It was suggested that 90% of the flooding in Buckinghamshire is 
derived from fluvial sources.  

 Water is known to flow down West Street and flood the White Hart 
pub and the off licence – plans are already underway and TfB are 
addressing the camber of the road here to resolve this.  

 Buckingham Ford, Ford Street, Buckingham, MK18 1AQ – manholes 
are lifted in the road during flooding 

 Highway drains are blocked up to Buckingham Community Hospital, 
High Street, Buckingham, MK18 1NU and this floods the roads. 

 AVDC point out that Hunter Street and Nelson Street are the first to 
flood in the town. This area flooded in November 2012.  

 
Moreton Road:  

 Moreton Road developers diverted a watercourse – BCC are 
investigating.  

 144 Moreton Road – garden floods – there is a surface water pipe 
but the location is unknown. It is likely to be damaged. TfB are in the 
process of addressing this issue.  

 
Lace Hill:  

 Osprey Walk – there were problems before the new development at 
Lace Hill. Development on the land enclosed by the A421 and the 
A413 is called “Lace Hill” not “Windsor Park”.  

 On Osprey Walk, the houses either side of the house who has built 
up some defences also flood, but do not report the issue.  

 Terry Cavender stated that there is a new outflow from the Lace Hill 
development that has been piped across the A421 and then 
alongside the A413 to the river Great Ouse. The discharge pipe has 
been placed (SP 70862 33477) between two bridges being the A413 
road bridge over the river (SP 70843 33467) and the old farm bridge 
(SP 70875 33498). TC stated that these two bridges form a tight 
pinch point which backs up the fluvial river flow and all other surface 
water discharge from the town between the A413 at SP 70845 
33469 and London Road at SP 69704 33823. TC suggested that the 
discharge should be moved further east to the floodplain at possibly 
SP 70883 33510 in order to reduce the impact of the surface water 
on the Great River Ouse between the A413 at SP 70845 33469 and 
London Road at SP 69704 33823.         

 
Other areas:  

 Villages surrounding Buckingham should be included in the study as 
they also flood, eg. Preston Bissett, Gawcott, Tingewick, 
Thornborough.  

 Jacobs will endeavour to update the report with an indication of the 
scale of each flood event reported. 

 
Other matters:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jacobs to replace all 
reference to Windsor 
Park development 
with the Lace Hill 
development. 
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 Environment Agency gave a short briefing on its fluvial flooding 
activities: It is currently in the process of updating the Flood Map for 
Buckingham and would appreciate input of any data other 
organisations might like to contribute to improve accuracy. No 
indication of the anticipated scale of change could be given at this 
stage. The EA is in the process of producing the Flood Risk 
Management Plan (as required by the Flood Risk Regulations) which 
will be produced by December 2013. 

 Buckingham Town fire station keeps photographic records of every 
incident that they attend. Contact: Bob Overley. Thames Valley 
police have a lot of data on flooding, road closures etc, but it is held 
as free text and not codified, it needs sorting out in order to be 
useful.  

 Surface water flooding seems to be dependent on the direction of 
the weather i.e. Oxfordshire or Northamptonshire 

 Some discussion about funding levels followed. It was pointed out to 
council members that if they want more works to be undertaken by 
officers they need to provide political support for their work. They 
need to lobby their member representative at the RFCC.  

3. Round table discussion 

 

 Maintenance:  

o Badger Brook – well maintained and without issues in the 
IDB area, but contrasts with the upstream side of London 
Road which is neglected. Some discussion over whose 
responsibility it is – Latin school is now an academy and 
responsibility is thought to lie with the academy.  

o Council member stated that dredging of the River Great 
Ouse could provide extra water storage.  

o There are groundwater tanks under the Tesco car park, 
London Rd, Buckingham MK18 1AB, which overtop at times 
of high water and affect flooding on the A421. These are 
understood to require maintenance which may need to be 
enforced by BCC/AVDC. Furthermore, BCC/AVDC should 
persuade Tesco to improve drainage under the road when 
planned road works are undertaken.  

o There is a tank near Bourton Meadow School which had not 
been cleared out for 10 years. It was suggested that the 
issue of poor funding being available for maintenance should 
be raised with Defra. The EA will provide a plan of 
maintenance of the River Great Ouse through Buckingham. 

 Consenting/enforcement:  

o Discussion of responsibility of riparian ownership for 
maintenance and the fact that it should be reinforced.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LS will provide 
contact details of the 
cabinet member for 
flooding (David 
Schofield) to Robin 
Stutchbury. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jacobs to follow up 
with Defra regarding 
funding for 
maintenance 
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o Linked to this, there was a general acknowledgement of a 
poor understanding of the drainage systems in Buckingham, 
with past knowledge having been lost. For example, there 
are understood to be storm tanks in the town centre which 
are likely to be full of silt, but little else is known. 

 Agricultural Practices:  

o The practice of farmers digging out their ditches to reduce 
pressure on the highway drainage was raised. However, 
there are contradictory policies - farmers are encouraged by 
Stewardship schemes not to do works which would 
contribute to FRM e.g. environmental policy encourages 
them not to clear ditches but to reserve them as wildlife 
strips. 

 Planning & Development Control:  

o A council member pointed out that many issues seem to 
relate to a systemic failure of the planning system to take into 
account drainage issues in Buckingham. Again, contradictory 
legislation requires properties to have disabled access, which 
encourages flat thresholds on properties where you can’t fit a 
ramp, but this can then act as a flowpath for flood water into 
a house.  

 Sewers:  

o Anglian Water outlined its FRM activities in the area; offered 
to work together.  

o Eight DG5 properties were noted in the town, and the DG5 
register will be supplied to BCC/Jacobs  

o The difference in timing to peak flow in the river compared 
with peak flow in the sewers was noted.  

o There is general concern over the capacity of the existing 
sewer system and plans for new development to connect into 
the system. Anglian Water is currently undertaking a Water 
Cycle Study which will inform the capacity of the sewers to 
receive additional flows from planned new development. 

o AVDC stated that on Nelson Street all properties had been 
fitted with non-return valves to prevent sewer flooding.  

o The Buckingham Canal Society has documented all the 
surface water drains in Page Hill and Linden Village. They 
currently discharge to the river, but the Trust proposes 
redirecting this water into the canal. The works are estimated 
to cost £30k. The Buckingham Canal Society also suggests a 
transfer tunnel for surface water from the west of 
Buckingham (Tingewick) to the east, to avoid carriage in the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anglian Water to 
supply up to date 
DG5 register to 
Jacobs for inclusion 
in SWMP 
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River Great Ouse.  

 

 HS2:  

o A Council member stated that farmers have been putting 
water into the old Great Central Railway drainage network, 
but when HS2 is built they will no longer be able to and this 
water will have to be dealt with.  

o The Canal and River Trust representative stated that HS2 will 
create lots of gravel beds which could be used as balancing 
ponds. In Buckingham some of this water could then drain 
into the canal which could be used as a flood management 
asset itself too.  

 Flood Warning:  

o AVDC currently monitors river levels at Brackley and uses 
this as an indicator of likely river levels in Buckingham 4-6 
hours later. AVDC promoted EA flood warnings when they 
installed PLP and had good uptake.  

o There was a general discussion of number of people signed 
up to the EA flood warning service in Buckingham. The EA 
offered to provide figures showing the number of people 
currently signed up to the service.  

o The AVDC emergency plan is launched when more than 20 
properties flood.  

 Funding:  

o AVDC announced that they have received more than 
£194,000 from a Section 106 agreement with the developers 
at Lace Hill to spend in Buckingham Town Centre. To date, a 
small proportion of this has been spent on property level 
protection in Nelson Street.  

 Other issues:  

o AVDC and BTC noted that new springs/spring lines have 
been emerging across Buckingham e.g. one emerged in 
2001 and they are now more prevalent than before. It was 
hypothesised that this increase could be linked to new 
development. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Environment Agency 
to provide figures for 
uptake of flood 
warnings in 
Buckingham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


