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This report shares results of the RAND Corporation’s study on sexual orientation
and U.S. military policy, as requested by the Senate Armed Services Committee
in order to weigh repeal of the law known as “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” (DADT).
The study examined DADT implementation; U.S. public and military opinion
about allowing gay men and lesbians to serve in the military without restriction;
and the scientific literature on unit cohesion, sexual orientation, and related
health issues. RAND conducted focus groups with military personnel and a
survey of gay, lesbian, and bisexual military personnel. RAND researchers also
examined the comparable experiences of other institutions, domestic agencies,
and foreign militaries, as well as how repeal of DADT might affect military

readiness and effectiveness.
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