
The following list of PB reconstructions has appeared in:

Thilo C. Schadeberg. 2003. Historical linguistics. In The Bantu languages, ed. by

Derek Nurse and Gérard Philippson, pp. 143-163. London: Routledge.

The transcription of the reconstructions distinguishes seven vowels ( i ì e a o U u )

where e o represent phonetic [ E O ]; high tone is marked by an acute accent, low

tone is unmarked; [ d ] is an allophone of [ l ] after nasal and before the high vowels

[ i u ]. The equal sign = indicates the left edge of the stem. For each reconstruction

the known distribution is indicated in terms of Guthrie’s zones, with the addition of

the lacustrine zone J.

Where the present document differs from the published version, the present version

may be assumed to be correct — the published version having been corrupted in the

process of editing and printing.

TCS

Appendix: Lexical reconstructions

One of the largest ever lexicostatistic projects (Bastin, Coupez, and Mann 1999) may

not have yielded the definitive genetic subclassification of Bantu, but it did assemble

comparative wordlists of 92 items from ca. 550 Bantu languages. The list below

contains reconstructions for these words as they are found in BLR2.

[lower case zones = unexplained phonological or morphological deviations]

GLOSS PB GRAM DISTRIBUTION

all *ènce (PPx-o-) ABCDEFGHJKLMnpRS

arm *kUèbo!ko N 15/6 ABCDEFGHJKLMN-RS

ashes

dust, soil, ashes

*mUèto! “èto!i ?‘

*ièbu!

N 3 (14)

N 5 (3, 6)

ABcD---H-KLMnprs
A-CDEFG-JKLM-PRS

bark (skin) *iègUla

*kìèkU!kU!

*lUèpU!

N 5

N 7

N 11

--c--F-HjKL-----
--CD----j-LM
--CD----J-LM----

belly *ièbumo

*iètUmbo

N 5

N 5

AB-----H-KLM--R-
----E-G-----NP-S

big *ène!ne

*ène!ne-p-a

*ène!n-a

Adj.

V

V

ABCDE-GHJKLM--R-
----E-GHJ---NP--
ABC-------------

bird *kaèjUni N 12/13 (9/10) ABcDeFGHJKlMNP-S



bite *èlU!m-a V ABC-EFG-J--MNPRS

black *èj¸!!l-a

*èj¸!!l-U

*pi

*ièpiip¸!!

V

Adj.

Ideo., Adj.

N 5

ABCDEFgHJKLMNprs
ABCDEFGHJK--N---
--C--FG--------S
-B---F--JKLMnP-S

blood

< avoid

< oil palm, palm oil

*maègila!

*ègil-a

*maègad¸!!

*ègad¸!!

*mUèlopa

*maè≠¸!!nga

N 6

V

N 6

N 9, 6

N 3

N 6

ABCD---H-KL-----
A-C-EFGHJKLMN-RS
---deF-----MNP-S
-BC----HJKLM--R-)
---D--G--KLMN--S
-b--EF-HJKL-----

bone *ièku!pa N 5/6 ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

breasts *maèbe!ele N 5/6 ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

burn, be hot *èlUng-Ul-a

*èpì!!-a

V

V

--C-EFGHJKLMNpRS
ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

cloud *ièlUnde N 5/6 -----FG-----NPR-

cold

cool

*mUèdidi

*èdidim-a

*èpo!l-a

N 3

V

V

-BC----H----N---
--C-EFGH---MN-RS
ABcDEFGHJKLMNPRS

come *èjij-a V ABC-EFGHJKLMNPRS

die *èku!-a V ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

dog *mbU!a N 9/10 ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

drink *ènyo!-a V ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

dry *èjU!m-a

*èjU!m-u

V

Adj.

ABCDEFGHJKLMNP-S
-B---F--JKL-NP--

ear *kUètU!i N 15/6 ABCDEFGHJKLMNPR-

eat *èlì!!-a V ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

egg *iègì!! N 5/6 ABCDEFGhJKLMnPRS

eye *ièj¸!!co N 5/6 ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

fat *maèku!ta N 6 ABCDEFGHJKLMNP-S

feather *lUèca!la N 11 (5/6) ABCD---HJKL---R-

fire

< warm oneself

(< burn; v.s.)

*mUèjo!to

*èjo!t-a

*tUèpì!!-a

*tUèj¸!!ja

*mUèlìlo

N 3/4

V

N 13

N 13

N 3/4

-BC-EFGHJKLMNPRS
ABCdEFGHJKLMNPRS
A-CDE---JKLMnprS
A-CD---H-KL-----
----E---J-LMN-RS

fish *ncu!ì N 9/10 ABCDE-GHjKLM--R-

flea *nda! N 9/10 ab-DEF--J--MN-rS

fly *ègUl-Uk-a V A--DE-G-J-LMNP--



full *èj¸!!jal-a V ABCDEfGHjKLmNPRS

give *èpa!-a V ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

go *ègì-a V ABCDEF-HJKLMNPRS

good *èjija! Adj. ----EF-HJ-L-----

ground; (below) *“pa-‘ncì! N (16+) 9 ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

hair *èc¸!!ti (LL?)

*lUècUkì!!

*lUèjUì!!lì!! (ì ~ e)

N (class?)

N 11/10

N 11/10

A-------J-LMN-RS
ABC----HjKL---R-
---DEFG-J-lM----

head *mUètU!e N 3/4 ABCDEFGHJKLMNPR-

hear *èj¸!!gu-a V --c--FGHjKLMNPRS

heart (> liver) *mUètì!!ma N 3/4 ABCDEFGHJKLMNPR-

horn

(object made from

horn)

*lUèpe!mbe!

*mUèce!ngo

N 9/10

N 3/4

--CDEFG-J--MN---
---D---HJKLMNP--

kill *èbU!l“-ag‘-a

*èj¸!!p“-ag‘-a

V

V

ABCDEFGH-KL--PRS
a-cDeF-h-KLMNPrS

knee *ièdu!ì!! (HL?)

*ièbo!ngo!

N 5/6

N 5/6

A-CDEFG-JKlM---S
ABCDE--H--L-----

know *èj¸!!jì“b-a‘

*èmany-a

V

V

ABCDEFGHJKLMN-RS
AbCDEFG-J-LMNP--

leaf *ièja!ni (tone?) N 5/6 ABCDE-G-JKLMN--S

leg *kUègUlU N 15/6 ABCDEFGHJKLMN-R-

lie, sleep *èla!-al-a V ABCDEFGHJKLMNpRS

liver (see also ‘heart’) *èbalì N (class ?) ABC------K------

long, far, long ago *èlai

*èlai-p-a

Adj.

V

-BCDEFGHJKLMNPRS
A---EFGHJKLM-pRS

man, husband

(< ‘bite’, v.s.)

*mUèlU!me N 1/2; Adj. ABCDE-GHJKLMNPRS

many *èj¸!!ngì!! Adj. aBcDEFGHJKLMNPRS

meat, animal *≠ama N 9/10 ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

moon (< ‘white’, v.i.) *kUèje!di N 15/6, 3/4 ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

mountain, hill

< top, sky

*lUègUlU

*iègUlU (~ LH)

N 11/10

N 5

-B-D-F--J-L---R-
ABC-EFGHJKLMNPRS

mouth

lip, mouth

*kaènUa

*mUèlomo

N 12

N 3/4

aBCDE-gHJKLMnpRS
--CDEFG-JKLMN--S

nail *lUèja!la N 11/10 ABCDEfGHJKLMnpRS

name *ièj¸!!na N 5/6 ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

neck

nape

*nk¸!!ngo!

*nkoti

N 9/10

N 9/10

ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS
ABCDE-GHJKLMNPRS



new (< ‘burn’, v.s.) *èpì!!-a (HH?) Adj. ---DEFG-JKLMN--S

night, 24 hour period *bUèt¸!!kU (¸!! ~ u!) N 14 AbCDEFGhJKlMNpRS

nose *ièjU!lU N 5/6 ABCDEF-HJKL---R-

one *èmoi Num. ABCDEFGhJKLMnpRS

path *njìla (LH?) N 9/10 ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

person *mUèntU N 1/2 ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

rain *mbu!la! N 9/10 ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

red (substance)

red soil

*nkU!la

*nkU!ndU!

*ètìl-a (tone?)

N 9

N 9

V

ABCd---HJKLM----
a-C-E-G--K---pR-
-BCD---H-KL---R-

root, fibre *mUèdi N 3/4 ABCDEFGHJKLMN-RS

round (be, make)

make round & smooth

*èbU!lUng-a

*èkU!lUng-a

V

V

--C---GhJ-LMN-rS
--C---G-J--MN-RS

sand *mUèce!ke!

*iècenga (e ~ a)

N 3

N 3

AbCD---HJKLMN-RS
aBCDeFgHJKLMNprs

say, quote

do, say

speak, answer

*ètì

*ègìl-a

*ègamb-a

V

V

V

--C-E-GHJ--MNPRS
ABCD----JK-M-P-S
ABCDEFGHJKLMNP-S

see *èbo!n-a! (b ~ m) V -BCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

seed *mbU!t-o N 10 -BCD---HJKLMN-R-

sit *èjikal-a V ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

skin, strap, cloth

skin, strap, bark

skin, cloth

*èka!nda

*mUèko!ba!

*ngU!bo

N 3/4,…

N 3/4,…

N 9/10

ABc-EFGHJKLMNPrS
ABCDEFG-JKLMnpRs
A--dEfGH-kLMNP-S

sleep *tUèlo! N 13 ABCDEFGHJKLMNpRs

small *è“ke!e‘ke!e

*èke!e-p-a

Adj.

V

-BCD--GHJ-LM-P--
---D-FG-JKLMN--S

smoke *mUèj¸!!ki (¸!! ~ o!) N 3/4 ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

stand *èjì!!m“-al‘-a V AbCDeFG-JKLMNp-S

star *nye!nye“d¸!!‘ N 9/10 -B--E-gHJ-LMN--S

stone

stone, iron ore

*ièbUe

*ièta!le

N 5/6

N 5/6

--CDEFG-JKLMNPRS
ABCD-F-HJKLMNPRS

sun *ièjU!ba N 5 ABcDEFGHJKLMNPRS

swim, bathe *èjo!g-a V ABCDEFGHJKLMNPR-

tail *mUèkì!!la N 3/4 ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

tongue *lUèlì!!mi N 11/10 ABcDEfGHJKLMNPRS

tooth

molar

*ièj¸!!no

*iègego

N 5/6

N 5/6

ABCDEFGHJKLMNP-S
ABC-EFG-jKL--PRS

tree *mUètì!! N 3/4 ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS



two *èbalì!! “a ~ ì) Num. ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

walk *ègend-a V ABC-EFGhJKLMNPrS

warm, hot (< ‘burn’, v.s.) *èpì!!-U Adj. ----EFG-j-LMNPR-

water

water, pool

*maèj¸!!jì

*ièdiba (HH?)

N 6

N 5/6

AbCDEFGHJKLMNprS
ABCDEFGHJKLMNPRS

what

where, which

*kì-¸!!

*pa-¸!!

N 7

N 16

--CDEFGHJ-LMN---
A-------JKL---RS

white, bright *èje!l-a

*èje!l-U

*pe (tone?)

V

Adj.

Ideo.

-BCD-FG-J-L-N-RS
--CDEFGHJ--M----
--C---GH--LM--R-

who *n“d‘ai (tone?) Inv. --C---G-J-------

woman, wife *mUèka!d¸!! N 1/2 ABCDefgHJKLMNprS


