Networks make
first cut at schedule

By Steve Coe

he TV networks are determining
which shows will be given full

season renewals and which will
fade away after less-than-stellar fall
performances. Below is a list of shows
that have been given at least 22-
episode orders.

Last week NBC made a handful of
full-season pickups, but it remains
undecided on several others. Possibly its
biggest decision is whether to continue
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with Pursuit of Happiness, the lead-out
to Frasier on Tuesday. The show has
dropped a significant portion of its
leadin and the network is considering
replacing it with The John Larroquette
Show or Carsey-Werner’s 3rd Rock
From the Sun, which is on the shelf.
Other first-year NBC series awaiting
word are The Home Court, Brotherly
Love,and Minor Adjustments. The net-
work has yet to cancel any shows.
ABC, which pulled Charlie Grace
and The Monroes two weeks ago, has
yet to make a decision on The Drew
Carey Show, The Naked Truth, The Jeff
Foxworthy Show and Maybe This Time,
although at least a partial pickup is
expected for each. Less certain is the
future of returning show, The Marshal,
awaiting a decision expected this week.
Early last week CBS canceled
Dweebs and pulled The Bonnie Hunt
Show from the schedule with plans to
bring back the latter later this season.
The network also gave a partial pick-
up to Bonnie last week. Awaiting
word as of late last week were Can't
Hurry Love, The Client, Courthouse

‘Caroline’ is one of several NBC shows
picked up last week for the full season .

and New York News,

Fox has only two shows on which to
decide. First-year series Strange Luck
and returning Party of Five are expect-
ed to receive word this week. Thus far
the network has canceled Misery Loves
Company and it’s likely The Preston
Episodes will not get a pickup.

UPN has greenlighted three of its
four dramas with Deadly Games not
expected to be renewed. The WB has
ordered four additional episodes of Kirk
and First Time Out and three episodes
each to Simon and Cleghorne! ]

Kids adopted by Fox, Saban

Joint venture will produce domestic and international

By Steve Coe

tainment have formed a partner-

ship under which the two compa-
nies will create children’s programing
channels and services, develop and dis-
tribute programing and build licensing
and merchandising opportunities on a
global basis. The deal was announced
last Thursday by Chase Carey, chair-
man/CEO of Fox Television; Margaret
Loesch, president, Fox Children’s Net-
work, and Haim Saban, chairman,
Saban Entertainment.

The crux of the deal involves Fox’s
use of the Saban library of children’s
programing to program existing inter-
national channels and serve as the
basis for new overseas channels.

Fox Broadcasting and Saban Enter-

According to Loesch, the deal will
allow Fox to expand its programing on
several existing channels almost
immediately.

Last month, Fox launched a children’s
service on Australia’s FoxTel offering
five hours of kids programing daily.
“We had plans to expand to 12 hours a
day, but we were limited by our library.
With this deal we now can expand to a
full 12-hour channel,” says Loesch,
adding that the expansion probably will
take place by the end of the year.

The situation is the same on Canal
Fox, the Latin America service, where
the current kids lineup will be expand-
ed to 12 hours. Loesch suggests that
the Saban product also could be used
to start children’s programing services
on “emerging Latin American chan-
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